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[2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992

. ments, Shortly thereafter, the Havana Station obtained the con< _f'_ _ uE

MEMORANDUM FOR: DIREC TCR OF CENTRAL- INTE

SUBJECT . SR Sur‘rna.‘.y of ST"‘SCA .D.c. . Audic. Oper‘:_xtion‘f\ CoainT
L TeAl o cAgal nst the \e‘" C_’nna ’\ew.—: !"‘_7-’4.1.0} in Havapa-| -

--_—;_-{51..- In May 1959, ..he \Iew b‘*"‘a 1\Iea*-isn Aeency (NC’\IA) opﬂned

‘an office in Havana in the El Medico B\.llc‘.ma which is cccupied - iR - 4_—

partly by business conce*‘ns and partly used for residential apast..

currence of Ambassador Bonsal and Miss Carolyn O, Stacey, an _
Embassy employee, to meunt an audio oper atmn against NCNA tarm..an e
the wall of the adjacent apartment in which Miss Stecey lived, - In o
I\ovembe* 1959, the & Division sent one case officer and one TSD
technician to Havana, and the instailation of a micropaone and tape
Tzcorder was cozrplnted in Miss Stacey's 2partmert on 29 November -
1959, - ' '

2 By J’une 1900 it h...d become ﬂ-nd=nf that two o“’vr ‘ooras
occuplnd by NCNA possibly ‘houzed commuricatidm amipment aid ™"
wera used for coaierances, ” At that time TE Division
case officar, went to Hawvara and explored the possibility of 1;‘.3*-0-;1:13_7'
the operation, ¥& managed to lsase an apariment direcily over the . i

C‘TA office and ar:r:m.ced Ior a stay- behind agent to occu:»,r t}na space,

3

"
v

3, Im August 1960 a team of three TcD technicians who were
in Havana on a separate SR Division operc__tmn agreed to install the. . .
additional egquipment requiredfor the NCNA operation. A second FE

'wamn case officer, Robert Neet, came aown to Havana; and he, -

together with the techniciars, installed o orcbe microphons and tape - * -
racorder in the apartment ‘cbtained 1 by cvar the NMONA coifice, - -_'
About this time the equipment was removed from Miss Staczy's

apartment, with the excention of the plasiic probe which was laft - -/
in ths wall and plastared over, o o
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4, As an add:.tzona.l securxty P ecautxon to provxda a safa
haven, and after consultation with the Acting Chief of Station, a key
to an apartment in the same building leased by Mrs. Marjorie .. .1:. ..
Lennox, an Embassy secretary, was obtained. Mszrs, Leanox was e
‘told that 2ccess to her a.partment was needed fo‘ photographxc DR
su-vexnance pu... posea. IR : S

’-"-“-' 5 T‘ze Sta.tmn was t’fxen faced wz-.h the p*obanﬂn‘.y t‘ba.t t1me Z: L
2nd secu*ity ‘would work against hcld.mo mdef‘initely the lease to
the apartment over NCNA since the owners.of tae brilding were.
- . cancelling sub-lessors’ contracts’ and recalling leases, It was,:
' therefore, decided to install fransmitters and switches in order to
~ ' permit continued momtormg 'of the target froma dxstant hstemng

- post,”“Another three.-man team.of TSD techmc'a.ns ‘consisting of .
" David L, Christ {alias Carswell), Walter E,- Szuminski {alias
Taransky) and Thornton J. Anderson {alias Danbrv..nt} documented L
as tourists had been'sent to Havana to install audio equipment inthe. * 7~
Chmese Natioralist Embassy before it was due to be turned overto .-
he Chinese Comrnunits. This operatian aborted.  This teamwas . - ..
. shen sent to work on the installation of the transzm“ters in :he apart- .
ment over the NCNA oxfxce. L e e L

* 6 At 2400 hours on IA Septemoer. Chrxs... w‘bo wzth the B
5 o*hev- technicians was. working in the targst aaaztment, failed to keep: . e

2 scheduled apsointment with Meet, At 0100 hours on the 15thof 7 -~ &7
Ssptembexr, the apartment of Mrs, Lﬁ:moz was entered into and. S

saarched by Cuban authorities, and she was *ak@n inta custedy, -A!:‘ [N

1540 hours'on 15 September, Neet, the s;ay-bemnd agent and Ins wne-‘-* T

were: pu:ked up by the Cuoan autn?rznes a.nd detamed

T As of today the agnnt remains in the custody of tha Cuban S L

a.uthorztzes. His wife bas been released and is still in Havana, ' Neet .

was released.1715 hours 156 Septermber and has subsequently returced.. .- -

to Washington where he is being debrisfed. . Mrs, Leanox was - ~. ' - :

_ sabsequently released and has also returned to Washington where she -

F i$ being debriefed, The thres TSD techricians remain in confinemsént,’

i ' ' They have been saen in confinemment but not contacted by an Embassy
oiicer whan ha first attempted to secure the relesase of Mrs, Lennox, -
Christ was last seen by Nest when they were jointly interrogated
tze morning of 15 Septembar, At that time Christ did not appear

-2 .
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. ’tnowledue as to why he was being held.)  -Tke: sub-lease for the#* e
. apartment in which the men werée caught is in the name ¢ tay- il
_benmd agent with the original. lease bema in therame eof the ..

. was unsuccessful. He was not perm *tec to se2 them but was told -

t0 have be=n maltreated.

e - PRy @ e s e mme e L e g e iem e me e

8. Accor dmcr to aruclas in thn Cuoan pabe‘s ‘the t’aree e
tachnicians were arrested while in the apartment over the NC’\IA L
ofiice and completing the installation of the equipment. The '
press article adds that the key to Mrs, Lennox's zpar tment’ was
Tound on one of the techzicians who idexn tified the agartment to -7

which it De‘*onaed. All Cuban press releasas have re:erred to the -
men by alias and. have not.identified tham as Government or Auancy L
mployees. ' It is unclear at present what' story had béen ac'reed h ‘
upon oy the technicians and station perscnnel to be used in'thé event T
they were caught, {While being interrogated with Neet, Chnst L
indicated that Neet was his boss, ard Nest cons:stently aemed any :

Dl‘V‘:non Case_Ozucer. S S wruporopnpy AU S

-9, Initial m.foa.r-'..z-on indicated *at he thra t chaicians would

-

be charged with espionags "against the people of China", Subsesquent

press relsases have besn unclear on t’na Dmnt, An attempt by Consul -
Hugh Kessler to contact the three men at 1730 -hours on 17 September - -

they were in custody, - - - - coen e ome oo

10. The thrae technicians trave led o C‘..'c:—:. as tourists. coder -
vesy light commarcial cover, two.of them wo*"ing ficr 2 company in - -
Naw York and the third, one in Baltimors. In each case the covar- - -.'-='~ :
company consists of a telsphone answering service and a name on Lhe
door; “Tslephone messagss and mail are pi icked up pe :o-:z.ca.ly by 2a -‘ '
Agency.c ntract employes. The men were provided with this cover -
as weall a‘s' unbackstopped }:oma addresses for use when entering oxr.. ..

. leaving-Cuba as tourisis since the finina out of the l?né-ing-card s

Tegquires this infermation. Subsequent o their det *on‘the home~ - - 7
addresses have besn pariialiy backsiooped so that ingniries wiil -~ - - -
indicate that someonre with this alias na had 31ved in tke apartment = -

house in question. Insofar as the cover comparies are concerned,
ziforis are being made to provide 2 bacxs,on to withstand inguiries

frcm the press should the Cubans revzal this informatior., In view
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12, Insofar as the familie's are corce
iz a bachalor pr esextly on home leavs between iwo tours in Japan,
I—Tzs father, a2 cook in a dirar in the Bcat.,n ‘area, bas baen contacted
by the Cifice of Security, and he \v:.ll get i

>

o

11, A cleared and w tting law firm in Ner

Mr, L.Houston on the situation with the ¢
received by the cover company could be *ef
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ho

t
=

be obtained from tha 1aw '1.‘ m or

at much auppo

ha "3.w f;rz::s An-

o touch with Secz..nty if

Sscurity,

Cubans rava

ovar the "whole situation and deter -_ir.-a if the
sroblems on which the Agency could b

Ry
o o N
B

(¢

I}
0

g

['¢]
feu \°F w <

(]

fi

<

[« PRI

.

[
[

2]

ty the same -

cf the tkhinness of the cov,d., it is uncertain w.rze'.: er this vn.ll eucc=-ed ..

rned, one of the technicians

their i .n*en— :

e
S

9‘
®
3
o
o]
1
4}
g
)
K



14-00000

Y

Boem e s e ———————

hlagk n
2ol i B

. e 72NN B
_ ¢ Git"

RELELSE CONTINC “'1-"'1' 0?1 i € -2

‘CAART OR MAF REFIRENCE:
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3. Requeat for bladk *".ns'tort choudd iceinda: A |
I. Request thst REIL?.ASE‘. CONTINCENCY Ol-’!.:&'l €22 b2 imélementeé.
2. Port of entry. . | o |
3. Dats, Iosal time, ard asrflcld desizad for pi&: up.
. Disired destinstien.

5. Other regquireaenis, ie., atrvbehu'a or buks iz the eva:rt
sutbjasts are h..spital ea...m.

6. MName, ovganization epd “elephons m.m‘oer z‘egy..atl..g party.

7. Name axd telephone rmucher of KUBSRK ﬂancwts at loaﬁ_.ng
ardl off-ioeding pointa. . . _

c. Tas 2ollowing persopacl sre Lrn..rlaaéaaﬁ» m..d eha.med wi'kh the
regpoosibllity ¢f activating tm:: plors

1. Ms.jm- Richart I. Sk.nte:*, $/ASD, /P
Orzanigetion: Afr Sugport Divisioa, E}D,‘P
Home Paone: JB 3-10S :
Office Pacpe: Sterile Fembars M8 8.525%5, EX 3-8“-15
: . Extensians 6862,785L,736T -
"~ Rad Iipa 1358

2, Mr. Robert Morraro »
Organization: Alr Sugmoxt mrwfaﬁ, np/e
Bors Phoae: JA ’4-3‘5«
Ofiice icna. Sane 83 1.

3. Mujbr Bim B. C&l&«beu, ccmna&r, Ihztv 1’
Organization: Dat. 1, 1C45%h Cperational Em]m.ian and
Tralidng Croup, Eglin Alr Forze Bass, Flc*ricu,
HAowe Phone: 662737
- Ofilee Pi:ene' Eflin A F’if&“ Basa, ”Eo:c“?&a 631590

© B, V.E'Jcr K@n»eth R. Bwiten, 0‘23 W‘Fcﬂr, Debts 3.
Ovgenizstion: Dat. 1, Ch5<h Coeratiomsl Evelsation e.z:é
- ‘ Trainizg Czoup, Bylln Sir Foree Bowss, Floprdida.
Heme Poona: 6624654
- office Pasre: Egldn 2%- Fovree Buze, Fiurida £31213
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D. Det. 7. furnish 1 C-5h snd orew in steudby cepecity umbil
Turther notice. Stanly cupeclty is Leroin doZined as e3pability Lo

pesition the eircraft st any port of entry ia esst, south er smuthwest

U, S. from Easton to Los Angeles within 15 beurs.,

BE. Aseuvming the sudbjects will be relsased sn Havensa cr Mexico
City, Ret, 1 will prejere mission Dolders for £1lights frem mosd
provedbls peite of cntry 1o Isolation and Andrews Aly Feres Base.

" RICHARD I. SKINNER
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