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BIRCT company,
investigationa of all types.
mry]inﬂ.tecﬁ-"and ‘he_ appears

oyee at 'i:he present time, His ofﬁce

Loa four-'s"'tory builﬂing, Jocated in & commercial section’
-of the'city and across _thé street from the Masonic Temple
" ‘which now houses" ma.ny ‘United States Government offices.

H.s general business reputation is good but it appears
that his business 1s not very sound. His business was
incorporated on 21 January 1958. He is President and
rﬁ;o shares of stock and his wife is Vice-President,
own:lng 10 shares. The Secretary-Treasurer at the time
of incorporation was Joseph A. OSTER who owns 20 shares.
A Dun and Bradstreet report reflected that Guy B--==
hired one investigator, Vernon GERDES, and the company
was not & financial success.” A lien has been placed.
on the ‘company and NSF {not. sufficient funds) checks
have been returned. Four confidential informants were
interviewed, They advised Guy B---- was. suspended from
his position as Assistant Superintendent of the New Or-
leans Police Department because he was involved in a
downtown bar incident, He was accused of being drunk
and of pulling a gun in public. There were many con-
flicting stories and favorable and derogatory newspaper

articles pertaining to the incident. Guy Bew----'s

~--continued--
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| treme‘.lyiﬁght-wing publicat on

8 agalnst desegregation :
Ve

12,000 and $]5,000 yearly.
acconnta ‘which weré eventually paid. A credit report .-

on Vernon GERDES reflected that he was “employed for an

insura.nce company and had been an investigator ror the
SUBJECT company and other investigation firms. The Re-
tail Credit Company files contained additional back-

ground information on both Joseph OSTER and Vernon GERDES.

Police records were checked in the name of Guy Bocews,
Joseph OSTER and Vernon GERDES with negative results.

Herewith attached are Exhibits 1 thru @ which contain
background information pertaining to Cuy B~----,
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arhnent ‘for the purpOBe of tlean-
_ t *uhichiad ‘been ‘accused of being
tablishe ‘& very' goodv reputation as an

~The Po]ice Depa.r't.ment conducted an 1nvestigauon of th:ls '

incident which received a great deal pf publicity in the news- 1
papera. Many conflicting stories were circulated about this !
incident. One was that the Police Department had framed, or 1
railroaded, the SUBJECT in order to get rid of him because he

was getting too close to the top men who were responsible for -
the graft and corruption in the New Orleans Police Department. , !
The New Orleans Crime Commission defended the SUBJECT as did

many other prominent groups in the area. Newspaper articles

relating to the ind.dent carried many conflicting stories of - ,
witnesses. One story was that the SUBJECT had been drinking j
and had at least. been indiscreet in hand]ing the incident '
vwhich arose. ‘Since the SUBJECT was a prominent police official '
with & job requiring a great deal of tact and discretion, it

was hard to believe that a person in his position, if he had ;
been sober, would have caused the adverse pub]icity which he ,

received.

LI-17 stated that after SUBJ'ECT was suspended from the
Police Department he purchased a newspaper, the Herald, a week]y
paper published in Gretna, Louisiana, which he ran for over a-

. year. When he was its _owner the newspaper .angd -the SUBJECT were
' -Co and one of its

i
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"5 deaiis, Iovl sl ana, which reports the  soquittal of STRJECT . »

" believed SUBJECT had to sell it because of financial

" own’investigative agency wiich bore his mame, ‘and at the
~'present time it is believed he is operat:!ng this agency.

principal stockholders, Lewls J ROUSSEI. This aJJ.eged

i'_i'ﬂadefamation aghinst—the—SUBJIECT .received a great deal of ‘
ffnotoriety in the local mnewspapers. (See attached Exhibit A=)

#1577 a newspaper ‘article from the Times-Picayune,. New Or-

bh this c‘harge).‘ S el
e "“"w‘}';& . .. . .-_4 e aw

Af’oer nmning the newspaper for over a year it was

- .o-" -~ . ;, . et 35T

difficulties. After selling the’ paper he started his ™

From newspaper articles LI-17 had the impression that this

| businiess, Tun by SUBJECT, fiight not be completely succesﬁrul.

:'"f In necent years SUBJECT has agsociated himself with:

kéﬁt COURTNEY, editot of the Independent Ameérican), s

national publication which represents States Rights and
which is extremely right wing.in policy and appears to be
dedicated to the proposition of preserving white supremacy.
In the course of its prommlgation of extreme views it has
used many unethical means., ILI-]Z stated that the people

" who have been connected with this Independent American

have criticised the Supreme Court to the point of dema.ndiﬁg
that all of the Justices resign because they were unethical,
1T-17 advised that this organization, known as the Independent

American Citizens! Council, is militantly against desegregation., -

1I-17 stated he did not know in what capacity SUBJECT was connected
with this organization. LI-17 had seen the SUBJECT at many of

their meetings and for all he kmew SUBJECT might have been hlned i
by them to conduct investigations for them, : e

1I-17 stated ever since SUBJECT has had some connection

_with this extremely right-wing radical group people have be~

come concerned about whether ,OF not he would use information,
gained when he was with the N% Orleans Police Department, to

further the cause of this right-wing element.

Another person SUEJECT has associated himself with is S
Leander PEREZ, District Attorney for the Plaquemine Parish.’ o
This individual is extremely right wing in his. political
thinking and has sufficient power that he can dictate whether
or not a person can vote, It is a known fact that he has
denied the negroes in his parish the right to vote,
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antf"he ‘had accomp]ishq great deal £ 800
o, the Police Force in New Orleans,: When hé 3

ed by Aaron KOBN a former' FBI’ Agent
.nded'from. th Police' D

"7 nen SURJECT first f.o'b‘k over'::his:duti'es at the Police "
Department he proved to be a capable administrator and he

instituted many procédures which were beneficial to the

Depa.rtmmt. After SUBJECT had been in the Police Depart-

ment about a year he apparently began to believe some of
the favorable newspaper publicity which he received and
it was common knowledge that on many occasions he failed -
to follow the orders from his superior, Provosty DAYRIES,
SUBJECT began to question, or take opposite sides on
policies set up by his supezior, and to differ with the
views’ of Mayor MORRISON

On ma.ny occasions SUBJECT was invited to be a guest
speaker at various organizations, such as Young Business~'
mens' Group and the American legion. Somg of his speeches
made before these groups were critical of the city admin-

istration and the Police Department, These criticisms did

iy i o

not help the SUBJECT and alienated many of his former fﬁ.ends.

. R-R stated when SUBJECT had the difficulty at the
Absinthe House Bar in March 1957 a complete investigation
was conducted, and statements were taken of over 50 wit-
nesses present at the bar at the time of the incident.
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- and pushed him hard enough to.cause two buttons on the

The majority of these witnesses stated SUBJECT had been
drinking and he appeared to be intoxicated. Testimony
also revealed SUBJECT grabbed the bartender by the jacket

jacket to bresk loose. Some witnesses stated SUBJECT
pulled out his gun and some denied it. There was also
sufficient testimony that SUBJECT had engaged in une
necessary altercations at the bar. ' ‘Any one of these
allegations would be sufficient grounds for suspension
from the Police Depariment.

On }j March 1957 Superintendent of Police DAYRIES

" suspended the SUBJECT, but on 1 June 1957 SUBJECT was

re-instated in the Police Department. FHis administrative
powers were deleted and he was -given-the -job-of-Planning
Officer and the duties of investigating Communistic act-
ivities in the New Orleans area., SUBJECT kept this job
for about two days and was then discharged on the grounds
of gnsubordination. It appears that the SUBJECT had
failed to take orders from his superior, Superintendent

DAYRTES.

R-z stated that he personally had a great deal of
respect for the BUJBECT but he felt the SUBJECT had be-
come egotistical and domineering, and wanted the top
position in the New Orleans Folice Department and was not

interested in keeping the #2 job.

R-‘z’ stated that since leaving the Police Department
SUBJECT had purchased and operated a newspaper in Gretna
but had been forced to sell it because of financial ‘
difficulties., SUBJECT then started his own investigating
agency which he operates at the present time. When he
started this agency he hired Joseph OSTER, Jr, a former
New Orleans Folice Officer,

2=
On 12 September 1960 Confidential Informant R-Y, in
charge of an investigative agency, was interviewed.

2.

R-Y stated he has known of the SUBJECT about five
years., When SUBJECT was Assistant Superintendent of
Police he had done a very cormendable job, Apparently
SURJECT was an honest person who did everything in his
power to clean up the graft and corruption in the New
Orleans Police Department. When his investigation came
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ew o reputaﬁon and-activities when:he. had‘been
Assigtant _ ﬁ.ntendent of the New Orleans Police De=

SARCT £rom his posiﬂon. t S
ting too.close 1o the bosses of the police
istration and to ‘the graft and corruption in the de-

his snspension.

CREDIT:

At New Grleans, Louisiana:

.. 0n9 Beptember 1960 Mrs, Betty ENCELBRAGHT, secretary
at the New Orleans Credit Bureau, 333 St. Charles, made
available a report, dated 1 April 1957, in the name of the
SUBJECT which contained the following information:

SUBJECT has been known to the files since February
1955, He was born on 7 March 1901, is married to Mary
and they have one daughter. As of 15 Janmuary 1955 he was
employed by the New Orleans Police Department as Assistant.
Superintendent of Police and earns approximately $750 a
month, He resides at 6161 Canal Boulevard, New Orleans.
He is well regarded as to character, habits and morals,
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POLICE (CRIM]NA.L .AND SUBVERSIVE RECORDS) s
At New Orlea.ns Im:isiana

: On 12_ September 1960 the records of the New Orleans
Police Dgpartment mere checked in the name of SUBJECT with
negative results,.,. The records were also negative in the names
of Mary W, == Joseph A. OSTER Vernon GERDES and Kent COURTNEY.

At New Orleans, Toulsianas.

On 9 September 1960 Mr. Ray TAYIOR, an employee at
Dun and Bradstreet, L2 Canal Street, made available a
report, dated 5 February 1960, which contained the follow-
ing information about the SUBJEGT- : :

- Cruy Bememn Associates , Inc., Room h3l; Balter Building,
Lol St. Charles, New Orleans, is a Louisiana corporation
chartered 21 Jamary 1958. Authorized capital is 500 shares
with no par value stock. .. ]

Vamie ey,
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" He' served in. the Uni‘bed tata

vari 51y 'employed in the New Orleans area, and i
1951”he employed by Chrysler in Ml
na From 195_2'1'40 195hhe o’perated a 1o

T

' g Secreta:y-Treasurér‘of the

. P
on.a ‘fee basgis. Operatlona ‘are conducted from quar%:-s
in a large brick ‘office ‘building, located.in ‘the’ down= -
town' commercial area. Recent attempts to contact the -
offlcers of the Co:poration have been unsuccessml.

_ Th:Ls Corporation has been in operation aince January
1958 but in the opinion of authorities consulted, opera-
tions, especially in recent months, have not been con-~
ducted along successful lines. Altho detailed operating
figures have not been available in outside quarters, the
opinion of authorities consulted is that the volume at
present is limited and the two officers who reportedly

own all of the- outstanding stock are credited with earning
a small living, at best, from the business. The Corpora=-
tion has a few hudred dollars in fixtures and equipment.
Cash, if any, is limited and outside investigation reveals
that during recent months some NSF (not sufficient funds)
checks have been issuved,

: A check of Orleans Parish Court reveals that in 6
November 1959 the State of louisiana filed a tax lien
o against Guy B---- Associates, Inc, in the amount of $393.
The lien is still outstanding. The Corporation has a -

slow paying record, . -
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(m 9 Sertenter 1960 the articles of .“corporaulon of
the Uny Le--= Lscociztes, Inc., locatec &t the Zivil is-
triet Covrt, werc reviezec ond rcilected the lollowinT:

Corroratior icre: i essersasaciates, Inc,

(Mects and rurnosecs:
1. To co-crel ir-estircticns into crirdrel and
ciwil cou '1"'“ s for tic ~ose of asserilin~
ion Tor othcrs int to exdisting or
f)rc 1teniec. Wronsts ro TCYson, prouerty. or rep-
L : : Vuctlorc; tre exdi StClCﬁ, identity,. clharzcter
o , lereltr, cetivity anc standing of individvals,
firm or association: arnd the wrocurement cf
factusl cete- ﬂtceescr“'to Ane~preservation -and
erjormernt of incivicuvals and entities of threir

Javful richts.

2, %o esterlisi er¢ waintain retail dealers rro-
tection and emrlovee e*alnafﬁOﬂ services

3. o corcuct svrvevs of rhyeicél riants .and
btrildines for e esteblishrent of rrotective
swvgtems which: w2111 guerl £ zoinst trespassers

and miscrearts of whetever lmind,

2

4. 7o estabW' siv end naintein guverd services,
wrifor ed and not vniiorred.

£. 7o conduct rvelic opinion polls; consumer
oplnlon polls and such other tyre end kinds of
inouiries 2s may e necessery to properliy advise
clients in public relztions activities.

Location and post office adcdress cf its reristered office
is 7059 irsonne Street, .iew Crleans 2&, lovisiena.

The ivll names and post oifice addresses of ils registered
arents are:

Guy Femmm—===, 7059 irconne Street, llew Crleans, la.

6€3% torian Street, ® " "
Authorized shares of stock: 500
Amount of paid-in capitel with which the Corporastion shall
berin is 1000 which will be paid in cash,
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The Iirst Lirectors and “ificers ares .
Sheres

Fresident L70

Vice-tres, 1¢

Secv~-ireas, 20
Above sirmed by il 19” J. miHaat, ,otgrv Fublic, on 21
Janvey— 1958 at l 15 Dl

/. checl: of the liens filed ggainst be-=-== Associates,
Inc. at the Civil Tistrict Zourt at iew Trleans reflectec
the following:

Re: The State of lovisiana rarish of Urleans, Titr
of Iew Crleans, ierertrent of Iabor, Nivision
of erirlovment securitr, Leton Tovree, lovisiane,
grginst (MUY Reeeeee- issocictes, 1nc,

The vlaintiff placec¢ 2 1ien on defendent's
proverty for 393.C%, rlus interest of . 19.71,
which is amount dre in rrincipal as contribu-
tions on employment covering the period be-~
mrmins 1 July 19ER end ending 30 June 1959,

Amount owed to Nivision of Inployment, Security,
of the lepartment of lator.

lien recorded 6 iovember 1959.

- lortgare ~ecoré Book 1953, page 237, at the
Urleens Yerish, Civil Iistriet Court, iiew
Urieans, louvisiana.

On 9 Sertenver 1960 this izent conducted a survey of
the facilities located at Room 43h, lalter ivilding, LO2
St, Crarles. It uas learned thet Zoow 43l was the former
office of Cuy R==---- Lssoclates, Inc., Casual inquiries of
the elevator operator, an unwitting iniormant, revealed
that Toom 43l had not been occupied for tle past six or
eisht months. An exarmination of this snace revealed that
it wes unoccupied as of this date,

. _9_
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This space consisted of two rooms on the Lth floor of

a fouvr-stery office brilding loceted in a ©oo¢ commercial

section oI the city. This office building is well mainteined
end is diaronally scross tie street from the i'asonic Temple
uiich houses manv Covernment o’ficec,

Gasnal ingriries ir the Zalter Zvildines revealed that

fay E hLssociates, Inc. had moved to £31 Lafavette St.

L casuval survey uas conducted =t .£31 ILafavette Street which
is located in a commercial low rent section of the city anc
is cecross the street fror the United States Yost Cffice.
B3] Iafayette is an old four-story building and the first
floor houses a restaurant on the cormer and btehind this,
the offices of Cuy Lim---- Associates, Inc. The entrance

to 531 Tafayette is on.the first floor and--the entrance.
doorvey opens directly onto the street. Tiere are no signs
on this wilding, nor is there any sitm on the coorway to
the entrance of “uy Pe---- fssociates, Inrc,

On 9 Senterider 1960 lirs, Jetty ZuGELERACHT, secretary
et the lew frleans Credit Pureau, made available a credit
rerort, dated 22 July 1960, in the nare of Vernon G. GZFIES.

Acent's iote:

Lccorcins to & D & I .report on Gy Le----- Lssociates,
fne, this individual was listed as SU=SJLCTY'S associate and
his name was spelled WCURDESH

Vernon .G, GERDES is mrrried to I"ary finn and has three
derendents. Fis zge vas shovm es 36 and his occuration
uas listed as self-emploved investirator at 500 International
Puildin-,

£ report dated 17 lovember 1959 contained the following
inforration:

. G, GERDES wes employed by Guy HB---- Associates, Inc.,
Balter wilding, for the past four ronths as a private ine-
vestigator and associate., V., CiRIES is a native of iew
(rleans, Louisiena, [e formerly worked for idggins as a
carpenter, loter served in the United States l'arines from
1942 to 1545 and then operated the Gerdes Service Station
for five years. Ke then worked for Chrysler and later oper-

v, G

w10~
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ated tre Comrercial Investigation Service from 1955 to
1957, ke wes then an Azent for the . assachusetts Fro-
tective scscciztion from 1957 to 1959 and later was the
owner oI the CGLRTLS Conoco 3ervice Station. ITor one
year I'e ves en investigator for Guy “e~~---- Lssociates,
inc, Lie is presently self-ermploved and does special
worls for TUY Be---= and the Southem¥esearch Company.
.Fis addresses were shown as 12C7 Constantinorle, 39
Lesire and 1790 Zosario,

On 12 Septemmer 1960 Ir. L. O, J0'2S, of the Petail
- Crecit Lompany, made aveilable a repcrt, cated 1 June
1980, in the name of Vernon ., GERLES, 1207 Constantinorle,
uhlch listed his employment as "self--insurance, United
Arerican" since 1960, izeé gradusted-{rom kiehols Fish
School, Ilew Crleans, lovisiana, He is connected with an
insurance tirm but the rame was not lmoun by any of thre
informants contacted, Fe wpra mweviprele emrlored ag the
owner end or¢rator of the Standard Business Bureau, o
collection arency opcroted from his home, He has had
this jok for over a year and still devotes mart time to
this buvsinesc,

Fe izad neen the cuner of a Conoco Lervice Station,
Jocated 2t 101 St. rernard, for almost two years, but
closed the business because it wes unsuccessful., ke is
married for the second time, His first merriage ended
in divorce, but there is no criticisrn, lie has one child
by his present wife, ke is reported to be in gfood hezlth
and he ic well regarded personalily in the conmunity.

fnother report in the Hetail Credit Bureau's files
was deted 1L Farch 1960 and reflected the following:

Yernon G, CGEEDES was born on 7 Jecember 1923, From
2 July 195l be was self-erxployed acg the Comrercial In-
vestization Service, Ye had nunerous previous employments
and is regarded os becoming discovrased very quickly. Ee
worked as. a clerk for Thrysler for tuo yeers. FHe uorked
for Gary 1OIN 3pecial Investigation Service as an investi-
gator for tuo years end was released a2s being unsuited for
the jot. FEe was eryloyed by the Zx-Marine ietective Agency
(sic) for a short time. Ee sold real estate for the WARIER
Beal Fstate Commany. Fe operated the CiRDLS Service Station,
owned by his father, Ior five to six vears,

-
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p__resen‘l‘. emplnyment is with a

™ having 10 or 12 SO
He has a good record'iand ‘appears to be financially
stable, He receiveé"%looo a year from rental income. His
main duties are in the administrative and investigative .
lines. He ]ives with his wife and children in an average, ;
middle class section of the city and his associates are

respectab]e.

Mr. OSTER was in the Armed Forces shortly after World
War II. He was born on 18 November 1928 at New Orleans,
Iauis:n.ana, and is a graduate of Nichols High School., " He
was in the New Orleans Police Department as a detective
for 6 years and left to work for Pendleton Detective Agency
for a short time and then joined Guy B----- Associates, Inc.,
where he remained for a year and a half '

At the pnesent time Mr, OSTER is Vlce-Pres:Ldent and
Manager of the Southern Research,’ Inc., whose home office
is in Shreveport, lLouisiana. He earns $15,000 yearly from
his present position.

4

On 9 September 1960 Mrs. Betty ENGELBRACHT, secretary
in the Credit Bureau, made available a credit report in ‘the
name of Joseph A. OSTER, Jr. of 7135 Dorian, New Orleans,
Iouisiana. The report, dated 3 August 1960, contained the )

following :Lnformat:.on-
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Joseph L. OSTEE was about 31 years old, was married
and hac¢ four dependents. ke was emrloved as Vice-Fresi-
dent of the Southern Research.Corpany, Irc, Fis earnings
were estimated between . 12,000 and ;15,000 vearlv., fre is
a native of Iew Urleans and hes lived at the above address
since *erenh 1959. Yre was forrmerly enrloved by the City of
iew {'rleans, was in the armed torces and was honorably cdis-
charped, te citended lovola Universitv as 2 GI student and
worited rarttime for the Frorressive tank,

In 'ecerter 170 Le entered the errlov of tle Fendleton

Detective iLgency es an investigzior., ¥frior to this he worked

for Guy De-e~- issociates, inc., as the secretary and Treasurer.

The revort reflected that Lr. 03Tik "had thrée attorney
accounts for collection and all were peid. It hacd been re-
ported that he owed 3130,94 to Godchaux, a iiew (rleans e~
rartrment Store, as of 23 Fav 1959, Carl LEDEETTER had. sued for
:33.,65 as tke result of an avtomobile accident. Ir, QSTER!S
credit wes rated "slou', '

Fr, OSTIR'S addresses ivere listed as

7135 Liorian

€638 Tors an

2428 Bay

3025 Spain

1200 Cormon

All of ixew Orleans, louisiana

Attached to this report are Exhibits 1 thruv ¥ which contain
tackground information pertaining to Guvy Beme=w=,

T0D:efd
Attach: Ix. 1-9

<13~



