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FILE NO.
SYNOPSIS
Investigation that on 19 July 1960 three separate
ceetings wvere held gt roca mmber 209, University Court Resort

}Motel, Coral Gal\\le > Flm‘ih.

“ |

who is the vife of an executive for '——*—"Pj'5°/€,
Continental Cs XFP-, in Cuba, overheard and took copious notes.
oftheseeonﬁ' d meetdngs. During the meetings in questionm,

and'&xree(3)cuhansveremsent. The
neeﬁnsauereheldinwﬂarto “fron cut” internal dissensions withd
in the HRR.

. The two (2) staff employees were interviewed and insofar as
they recall no Govermment or CIA interest was divulged during the
course of their meetings with the three (3) Cubans.

Interviews with Miami ¥3Y representatives reflected that
}irs. VAIEFTINER had told the FBI that one of the conferees stated
that he wvas hired by the United States to do away with Castro.

‘The FBI, attbem@nstofstaﬁemplmeekmrdﬁeichhz.rdt
told lMrs. VAIENTINER that incldent reported by her was undsr FEI
investigation and for reasans of -security, it was desired that she
refrain fror discussing incident wvith anyone and that che also
counsel her friends to do likewise. :

Physical survey of the University Court Resort Motel revealed
that the room selected for the zeeting was vulnerable.

Attached to the ordigins) of this repocrt are Exhibits 1 through
8. ° ’

REPORT NO.

FORM NO. C 20y
FORM NO. 1125a
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GERERAL:

At Coral Gables, Florida

03 - |
On 22 and 25 July 1960, Raymcnd J. O'MARA,) Chief, Forward

. Oporating Base (FOB), was in eved in his office relative 1o

the securdity violation at Coral Gables .( see Exhibit #1).

03 : ' '
[¥r. O'MARA)1ndicated that he vas on his way to Washingtom,
D. C., at the . that the incident was reported by the FBI to

Bernaxd REICHEARDT) s steff employee vho maintains his office
outaide of ¥OB. (O'MARA Jfurther stated that he had been briefed
on the pecurity leak while he was in Washington, D. C.

03 ‘

[Mr. O'MAR&;( who did not attend the meeting whers the security
violation occurrsd, Irepared a meworandum for the record (eee
Exhibit #2) setting forth the details of the arrangements and -
discussions leading up to the meeting wiich was held in Room 209
at the Undversity Court Resort Motel, 1390 Socuid Dixde Highwey,
Coral Gables, Florida. '

On 22 July 1960, Case OPficer @ravel ¥. Tstaff employee,
wes interviewed at ths Atlantic Motel whers 5 currently
residing. He was most cooverative and appesyed to be sincsre and
reliable in his statements.

oF

Mr. BROWN, alias[Jimmle SHITH,] stated thet Jerry DROLIER,
alias Prank BRZYDER, came to Coral) Cables on Monday evening, 18 July
1960, from Washington, D. C. EBROWMN added that a meeting was held
at n safehousa at 2300 hours, 18 July 1960, in oxrder to discuss

the program for the £ day with members of MRR. Staff employees
¥{1liam KERT, Jerry DROLIER,( Raymond O'H«\Rga.nd BROWY wexre present at -
this mesting. 03

Mr. DROWN contimned that the reason that Mr. DROLIER came to

‘Coral Cables was to have a meeting with several members of the MRR

on 19 July 1960 in arder to "irom out" internal dissensions.

At 0810 hours, 19 July 1960, Cass Officer BROWN arrived at

_the hame of a friend of ARTIME vhose eddress he recalled to be 623

Velarde Avenus, Coral Gebles, Florida, EROWH could not furiher
1dentify ARTIDME's frilend othexr ibhan the fact that hie wos a Cuban
and a Darvard Universliy graduaste. Upan errival, BRCWN observed
that ARTIME wvas "still in ihe sack”. ARTIME and EROWN deperted

the rasidence at 0905 hours, proceceded directly to ths nmotel, end
arrived there at approximately 0920 hours. Be used a stexdle rented
venicle In transporting ARTIME and exrsngemants for the motel to be
used for the meeting vere made by Jerry DROLLER.
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Case Officexr BRCRN further elaborated that he wag not aware

mmm&mmammwummzemmmrw
the meeting. After determining DROIILER's rocm mraber, ERORN went

Officer Jexzy DROLLER took before, during, andarmthembmg‘
'Ihepr:l.mrydutyofmmm:ringthemeetingam servinga.san
interpreter. forb!r. DROIIER

ﬂheconversationvaalouderthannomalaaditmnoud

that Jerry DROLLER speaks with an obvicuas Germanic eccent. Engligh

and Spaanish were gpoken freely throughout the meetings.

BROWN indicated thail the following names, a.reas, end terms
wvere mentioned. dm‘ing the meetings; .
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| Iionel (used frequnt]y and this is the code name for

one of the MRR men)

' Mr. HUNT

Oriente and Havana, Cuba

References as to Washingtom, such as, "What are my friemds
in Washington going to say:?" :

Mexico

Frente

Natiemal Directorite

MRR

Executive Committee

Junta

Visas

Discipline (often used)

Pilots (mumbers such as 40 or 50)
-Revolutionary Front (reférring to FRD)
Training and traiming ereas

Executive Coumittees and Secretariats (example: "Why
hasn't the front come up with the Executive Committee?™)

Airplanes (Example: Frank BENDER stated, "I have planes
in the training areas, but you bhave not produced the
pilotsu")

At our meetings in New York

"You have not cooperated with my Jimie who came to Miami
as oy military representativs.”

BROWN stated that to the best of his knowledge no mention
was rnade of the United States Govermment or the CIA.

-3 -
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PROWS stated that no calla were received at the motel during
the firat meeting no vere there any cutside calls made. There
were no incoming or cutgoing calls made during the second meeting.
Two incoming calls were received by Jerry DROLLER at 1500 and 1530 .
hours at which time Mx'. ARTIME called and talked to EROWN who in-

for DROLLER. BROWN further recalled that at. the end
/> of the third meeting, about 1600 hours, Mr, DROLLER telephomed
[Baymond O'MARAand Jake ESTERLINE on their unlis pes from
the motel rocm. When Mr. DROLLER was talking tq O'MARA)and?3
ESTERLINE, only BRCWN was preseni. No outgoing calls were made
"~ by the indigenous perscmel during the entire session at the nmotel.
A1l calla were meds through a switchhcard, BROWN pointed ocut that
at no time during the segsions with the indigencus persoamnel vere
they interrupted by motel employees or occupants. He added that
the motel roay’did not have a radio, however, there wvas a tele-
visica set which was not used during the meetings. )

restaurant. He obgerved three Argentine-Spanish speaking fesmales
sit¥ing next to his table. He pointed cut that althomgh his
chatting with the Cubans during lunch was ia Spanish, they did
not discuss businesa.  There was no discussion between tables,
After lunch the group returned to the room at about 1425 hours
and wvaited for Mr. DROLLER to retura. Mr. DROLLER returned to
the room at abeut 1440 hours at which time the third meeting
comnenced,  BRCWN noted that while waiting for Mr. DROLLER, little
or ro discussion tramspired between he end the three Cubans.
Attention is invited to Exhibit #3 which 18 a memorandwm for the
record, setting forth in detall an'account of the mestinga om 19
July 1960, . :

BROWN mentioned that he’had naver been at the University
Court Resort Motel before the meeting nor has he been there since.
He had no further i:\ﬁm?ftion to offer. .

.

Mr Fagpard E. DT Staff Employee, was interviewed OO
ca 22 ard 23 July X in his office and the office of/Hr. O'MARA.
He was cooperative ' gave what eppeared to be truthful statemants.

~

REICSHARDT stated that he does not have much more informaticm
to offer than has been cited in his cable (Exhibit #1), dated 20

July 1560. Mr. REICHHARDT was instructed by the Reporting Agent 4:0( {"
. ' : £ P
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to write a memorsndws for the record ea an eddendum to Exhibit
#£] setting forth in detall the recelpt of infarmation froam the
FBI and what subsequent action was taken by him in this matter.
Attached as Exhibit # is a memorandim for the record, dated 23
July 1560, voluntarily submitted by Mr, REICHHARDT. - )

Mr. REICIHARDT volunteered the informatioa that he had
learned that Mr. Justin F. CHAU¥, Chief, 0O/Comtacts Office, o6
Coral Gables, was to meet with{ Mr. Lawrence J. BAEWZR, President,
m»wmcwofmamamlﬂmmma

ratter not commected with the secirity indidemt. In this comnectiom,

REICHRARDT briefed GLEICHAUF cn the security leak so that he
6O would be alert to any menticm of this incideat during his meeting .

wit Mr. BREWER,] GLEICHADF subsequently advised REICHEARDT that -
OB[ ¥r. BREIER ped made no meaticn of the intidest to him.

REXCHHARDT hed no further pertinent information to affer.

Attached as Exhibit §5 15 a memorandum for the reccrd pre-
p;srgd‘bynr. John J. SULLIVAN, Security Officer, FOB, on 25 July
1960. _

At Miami Beach, Florida

Actipng Special Agent in Charge, Richard BAXKER, of the Miami
FBI wvas contacted in his office, third floor, Justice Building,
3915 Biscayne Blwd., at 0955 hours, 25 July 1960, by the Reporting
Agent snd FOB Security Officer, Jonn J. SULLIVAN. Mr. SULLIVAX
briefed Mr. BAKER why we were thers and requested that he furnish
any information available relative to the incident that occurred
at the University Cowrs Resort Motel on 19 July 1960. Mr. BAKER
at 1005 hours requested FBI Special Agent George DAVIS, the in-
vestigator handling this matter, to participate in the discussion.

Specisl Agent DAVIS indicated that at 1500 hours om 19 July
1960 a call was received from Mrs. Clark VALERTINER, vife of an
executive of the Continental Can Company, Havana, Cuba, who re-
ported that she had overbeard a discussion of en anti-CASTRO group.
At this point, Mr. DAVIS pointed out that his detalled report on
this matter which 18 Incorporated in a larger report dealing with
wasolicited information, was forwarded to the FBI Headguarters
cn Saturday, 23 July 1960. DAVIS added that the only matter that
he 414 not include in his investigative report was itwo license
plates mumbers which Mrs, VALENTINER hed provided him. Mrs.
VALEZATTIER had noted the license plates of the participants in -
the meeting conducted in Rocm 209 at the University Court Resort
Motel.

-5«
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Snortly after the call was recelved by the FBI from Mirs.
VALENTINER, FBI Special Agent Roward ATBAUGH Momed "Bernie™
REICHHARDT of the aforementicned telephone call. "Bernie" sub-

" pequently asked Special Agent DAVIS to contact Mrs. VALEZNTIHER

for the purpose of determining what she had overheard, refrain
from discussing this matter further with anyone, and also to
caution her friends vhom she bad told of the incident to do like-
wise. : o 4

Special Agent DAVIS menticmed that Mra. VALENTINER hed
returned to her roam, 210, at the University Court Resort Motel
at 1130 hours, 19 July 1960, and noticed bellows of cigar smoke
emanating from uwnderneath her kitchen door. Upon examining the
situaticn, she overheard loud conversing in the counecting room.
In listening fwrther, Mrs. VALENTINER was sble to record the
conversation in Room 209 by taking copious notea. Mrs. VALENTINER
believed there were three Cubans present together with two other .

" individuals whose naticnality she could not determine but vhose

names tshe established to be Frank BENDER and "Jimmie.” One of

' the Cubsns served as on interpreter and DBENDER spoke with a dis-

tinct Germanlic accent. Mrs. VALENTINER told DAVIS that Mr. BENDER
during the meeting hed stated that he was “hired by the United
States to Qo sway with CASTRO." Mrs. VALENTINER also noted during
the meeting references to Howard and HUHT, which she surmized

to be one Howard HUNT.

Special Agent DAVIS indicated that he interviewed Mrs.

- VALENTINER in her quarters in the motel during the hauwrs 2300 to

0145 on 19 anf 20 July 1960. The writer, at this point, inguired
as to the size of the crack underneath Mra. VAIENTINZR's kitchen
door. DAVIS answered by stating that it was large (exact dimen-
sions not noted). He further declsred that she had mentioned to
him that she was abdle to cobserve the portion of the leg (to the
knee) of many of the individuals participating in the discussiom.
The wvriter further queried DAVIS as to whether she had any know-
ledge of Spanish., DAVIS replied that she sdvised him that she
possesses Tluent nowledge of Spanish after having resided in Cuba
for ten years. Eer husband bas lived in Cuba for thirty years.
While at the motel, DAVIS observed that ehe had notes of the
conversation which she referred to during the interview. It should
be noted that these potes wvere not confidcated by DAVIS.

DAVIS stated that Mrs., ROBIRSON, who 13 also a resident of
the motel, was present during the reeting for a very short period
(exact times unimown). Mrs. ROBINSON 13 the wife of en American
busineasuan in Cuba. Mr. lLawrence BREWZR of the Esso Compauny of
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Ciba is also knowledgeable of the incident since she called him
for sldvice. IEREWER advised her to call the FBI. Che telephoned
+the FBI from the home of Mrs. MORRIS or MORRISCON (not further
identified). X

ldx‘a. VALEXTINER, according to DAVIS, dm a :u.thle investigating
on her own. After the meeting of the grouy was over, Frank BENDER
called National Airiines to confirm his reservations for 19 July
1960. Shortly thereafter, Mrs. VALENTINER called National Airlines
and determinad that BERDER was destined for Washington, D.C, &Ehe
also conducted discreet inguiries at the motel and ascertained

that the occcupants of Room 209 were a growp of businessmen using . ...

the room for the ay. DMrs. VALSNTINER was careful to note the

" Mcanse plates of two cars that were used by the conferees.. the -

conducted no further investigation.

"~ Bpecial Agent DAVIS described Mrs. VALENTINZR as discreet,
cooperative, intelligent, aniti-CASIRO, and anti-Commmist. DAVIS
feels that this particular incident will "dlexa natural death"”

and that the pecple who have become Jnowledgesble 0 acme extent

of our activity are diacxreel encugh to not discuss it further. -
During his discussion with Mrs. VALENTINER, DAVIS at no time divulged
eny United States Governzent sponscrship of this matter.

Ac‘d.ng Special Agent in Chaxge Richard BAKER conclnded that

. . a8 far as the local FBI Office was concerned, this was a closed
" ‘matter. He added that any other participetion by his office would

have to be approved by FBI Headquaxrters.
At Coral Ga.’ulas, Flarida.

Atnoonm,akanlylﬁo,theﬂep&ungﬁgent,mderaum,
moved inte room 206 at the University Court Resort Motel. A
physimlmveyatthemtelmmﬂsonthiaday Attentionia
invited to Exhibit £6. Building "C" vhere the meetings were con-
ducted have completely equipped comnecting dinette kitchens, lMrs.
Clark VAISNTINZR currently occuples room 210 at this motel whnere,

. hed shs elected to do so,would be able %o overhear the entire .

conversation in roam 209 from her kitchenette. As will be noted
onthepase'{dia.gramofmibit#é, her kitchen extends three to
four feet (nctual measurement) into rocm 209. The kitchen door

18 of plyvoed comstruction. In bullding C thers is a 3/% to 1 inch

gap between the floor and tre base of the iitchen doors to apparently
allow for vall to wall carpeting. Eebtween rocms 208 and 209 there
13 a2 steel reinforced plastered wall, It is the writer's opinton
that 1% 13 impossidble to monitor ceonversation taking place in 209
from 208 without the use of proper listening devices. According

¢
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to Mr. HROWN, previocusly identified ia this report, the windows
were closed and the air conditioning iﬂiﬂ .on tﬂuen: the meetings

were conducted.

.ItmmhMmItfwanymtomwmemim

in room 209 from either the back or fromt doors as they sxe of
smoked glass constzuction thereby affarding the cnxnxpzuntul of the
rooa to note anyone standing in front of them. -

At Washington, D. (:.

Attached as Exhibit #7 i3 & copy of & IWX summary sent fram.
Special Agent in Charge, Mlami, Florids, %o FBI Headguarters on
23 uly , and made swvailable $o this Agency by Special Ageut
Ssm PAPI //

Cerard DROLLER,) Staff exployee, aliag Frank IXEEEIESR,
interviewed /on %melgmbytmmpmmt.gentm&.sos@a
LANGAN, . ty Officer, Project JMARC, in his Offiee at Barton
Eall., E= coopexative.

¥r. DROILER prefaced his remarks by indicating that he had
coupleted 2 memorandim for the record, requested by Mr. LANGAR,
and made a eopy available (see Exhibit #8).

Mr. DROLLER indicated that the gist of his cover story o
the indigencus personnel 13 that he 1s a private American citizen
and a member of a group of Anerican citizens (busineazs, education,
eto.) vho sometimes in the past find themselves in minor
ment with the United States foreign policy in Latin America (favor-
ing TROJILLO and the like). That this group has noticed a much
more "forward look“ by the United States Govermment and that the
group 18 therefore directed to do anything vhich can be of
assistance to patriotic citizens who will bring about a change
of the CASTRO Government. DROLIEZR further declared that coperating
with this cover storys; he bkas never mentioned that he was en
exployee of the United States Govermment. Mr. LANGAN, at this
point, cueried Mr. DROLLER whether any mention of the United
States Govermment had been made by the indigencus personnel who
participated in the meetinga. DROLIZER cowld not recall. He
further pointed cut that United States Government come up in
reetings when diacussing United States foreizn policy, but rpever
in comnection with exployrment by the Unlted States Govermnment.

¥r, DROLIZR displayed the alias travel dooumentation which
k2 has been using cn his excursions to Mismi Eeach, Ilorida, srea.
It was roted that the address 14l West 86th Street, lew York City,
wad listed on this cdcamentation, but aceording to My. DI0OLIER 43

not backstopped.
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Mr. DROLLER deglared that he bad conducted rmeetings on 24
May, and 7 and 19 June 1960. The meetings were held in different
roams in the same building, on the same floor on two occasiona
and once on ths grourd floow. During these xmeetings, vhich were
held for business and social reascns, the following were present:

- 98

| N §

Qe

Barnard BAIKGR and Fravel BROWN

Mr. DROLLER pointed cut that on these previcus occasions in which
the Court Resorb Motel wvas used, Mr. REICHHARDT made the reserva-
ticns. _ ' _ -

}r. DROLIIR stated that at no time Aid the agents know be-
foreband where the meetings would take place. He had no further
pertinent information to offer, O¢ OEF

Search of 0S8 ces revealed ﬂ:at&emreme Joseph BREWER
. of the Esso Cuba was issued an operati
ca ‘tthg/&ubject?smasa

operational approval cm ?l y 1957
agent in Cuba. ;




