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MEE!QRANDUM FOR :  Director of Security
SUBJECT : s Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;

CIA and the Bay of FPigs Invasion by Edward J.
Hamilton -

"I'hu ‘manuscript has endently been kicking around in publishing
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance.
William Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping" it
at one point, One publisher rejected it as too “controversial”, and noted
its "confidential” nature as well as its potential for libel suits. '

‘2. In the foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom I shall
0. under his assumed name of Hamilton), describes the book as a
hal account” of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was
ﬁznfbr- CIA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope
that someone would have written this book so that he would not have to do
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written,
he has taken up his pen "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness.”
' '«éHami}ton states that be has used no official files or documents and has = -
ulted no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in
B 'mamxacript for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly
‘“dentified before, and in this gontention I believe that he is correct, with
‘the.possible exception Mﬁim? 1] The author's claim that this book
would provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service,
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition,is, in my view,
seriously open to question.

3. The book is, in general,favorable to CIA actions in the Bay of

. The villains of the piece are certain liberal figures in the Kennedy
ninistration (Schiesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent, -
‘the-Fresident himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness
i undisguised against those in the Administration and the press who took
the opportunity of the Bay of nga incident to attack and denlgrate CIA.

: 4, Messrs,: Bisseu ‘and Barnes and the asuthor's other CIA co-
workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable
treatment. One exception is General Cabell, whom the author excoriates,
and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from
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juent .comment. IAcmnyCuttoplayodajmor role'in the Bogotaso, aad .=~

= was after tln Bay of Pigs that. Mr, Dalles au!pod Hamilton the takk:of

dng Castro's-role in the Bogotaso, ] (p. 7). Hamilton states that i

oquin-ﬁm'yuu *vm. Imnh iun hhg oonomih MM

qumnu pmtrabyro-cutn gronyl ‘abread (p.°10). Bo then -tatu M;’
in’March 1960, h was *having tol!u with the mly-oheul yn-llut of the

- ; i.uur ;mebu'd'hllunad M:. Trtcy m- mmatimdand
- .t'ho uthor adds that he had wetbd with Birnss as & member of tho um
8 mud?nmm !rmﬂuuumhlp.n). nm- oint

"?Otad out, aamﬂta'n base was to be in-Costa Rica, 'ptavi&d Cx-Pntidcat
) Poyo !'!wrol could’ om Costa Rican meoment (p.11).- Im. unk could |

: nunably My, "Estoruu]. "who is rolomd to as Jaks throughout lp. 12). R
s alsa meet Droller about whom there is some “diversity in attitudes™ -
among CIA officers. Droller's operational name of Frank Bender is noted(p. 13).'
‘and he is referred to as Bender throughout the rest of the manuscript, [This
7 .is not the firet tims Droller has been identified as Bender; his name was R
" ..blowa by Arthur Schiesinger in his book A Thousand Days in 1965.] Bender's

N fcover telephone arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed hin: to ‘
:answer local calls there at his Washington desk, are disclosed {p.14)." )

‘ ammo;-uu.mm:mmm.- far as he knew "Richard Helms, . .
: Chlol d”%ﬂm‘ior tho mudnuu Sondce:. had ot buu cut h"—{p- 14)- Vi
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the ‘duration of the P:ajcct (p. 29). !!poa mg from Havans, Mm
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o Vdmrum 4o.the Guatemala training bases. Thelr breakiast conversa-y. - g

N - ticns-wwith President Ydigoras are described. .This breakiast gives the suthor
. mchance’to seflect back on the CIA vale in the overthrow of Guatemalas . -

./, Presideat Avbens. “He recalls the three exiled leadors of Guatemala, hh

.. owR anppott!orm. ‘Cordova to head the now _governmeat, aadm'o voto

nr. Cerdmm to nndcuo CEARCST SUrgery. and therefore could not be lﬂm t:'
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v‘tbonbyuAmrlmAmyx.&. Colone! whose mame was *Frask.” Ima =~ < -
. footnote, HManillton adds that this officer had been detailed to CIA forthe = &
Project, mﬁ&d"cndﬁhdhpﬁm of his actions during the invasiom - .
strongly suggest that he was to some extent mentally uabalanced® {p. 124). °
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- 1. mmnm mnd to Wuhlngtan to udnt x-m.; [prnmﬂy hv.
- Phillips}] in the propagands work.: An aitempt to secure Mexican cvopera- ‘_'-
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3. With. ugardto m nloeuon nl tln nay of Plp hndhg oiu.
Mm-m..ﬂu:u.uuﬁaumro almost entirely in the hands etth-
Ponu.pn {p. 203). “Raelations wlth um Jms' pnbltc rolnﬁal nm il
Naw !o:kmaouilp. M : : ] o
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previous chapter is that the meeting with Rusk included the President,
_‘Rostow, -and Stevenson. “[Othaz authoritative accounts have included anly
" ‘Rusk, Cabell and Bissell; Tracy Barnss has said he also was presest. It
1s believed that the President was not at the meeting but was contacted by
‘Rusk on the telephons at his Virginia hona.  There is no other indication,
othcr uun Banilton'- alloptioa. um Walt Rostow was pn-m] '(p. 219)‘ -
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