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\ v .. Cuief, ToD/Cecurity 21 zpril 1960
v T :
._.’/,.4
Chief, Security Staff, OL -
- Identi-Kit
Memo from Chief, TED/Security, to Chief, S5/0L, dated

REFERENCE s

21 March 1960, Subject as above.

"1, On 5 April 1960 the undersisned interviewed Chief Bugh C,

. Mc@_a_ld Los Angeles County Sheriffs Depsrtment, in his office, S
“Rooa 123, New Court House Building, located st 111 North Hilt Strest,

Los Angeles, California. (Telephone: Mdison 5-3414, Exbansion 61401 )

2. The sattached "Face Building®™ article teken from the February
1960 issue of the"Science snd Eechanics"Mazazine, was revieved and dise:
cussed., Chief McDonald stcted that he was awsre of the article end ™
had talked with Mr. Courtney Owens, Ssles Manager of Townsend Engineered B
Products, rezerding the indication of®undervritten by an arm of ‘the U. ‘8,
i.ntelli?ence" A S e

3. ‘The -erticle was written by a {ree lance reporter. by the name of

| . Joseph Frank, Writer Joseph Frank wes present at a press meeting in. g
:Chief McDonald's office at the time the information regarding the Ident.i-
-Kit was made public, however, Chief McDoneld made it very clear that the .- -

sponsor of the prozsram was not mentioned and that a general figure of :
$60,000 to $65,000 was given as the cost of the project. -Chief McDonald
thought back and then stsated that he had announoed the Sponaor a8 be:lng
"an Eastern customerr" ) _ - . :

4. Chief McDonald ateted that he was at & complete loss as to hw
the writer associated the sponsor with &ny intelligence component of the

-government. He believed that it wes a "shot in the dark" assumption by *'_-_:

e : vrit.qr J oseph Frank,

- notify the appropriate Agency persons,

Owens, Salea Manager of the Townsend Engineered Products ta Ana, -

' 5. Chief HcDonald ves very much disturbed 'by this articl.e and stated
that if he could uncover any -information regardj.ug seame he would promptly .

T6. M8Aprn1960,thomdeuigned1ntaﬂiwedkw

California. . He was ‘grented & Secret contract security authorixatlon on . %’
26 J a.nuarg 1960, ' Mr. Owens vas(made vitting of the apmsor)and a(aea'ecy

'agree twaatakenfronhin. ) zd-ﬂ
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7 lk'. Ovona stated that he was not,. suarg‘ A
o), “but he had” assuned that the Azency was 1nv01ve£.. B

_worked in the governzent in Washington, D, C., and he atabed tha". thls

proj ect sounded like it vould be of Arency interest.. T

v8 .‘,.dhen' lvir.- Owens' came to Los An;elea, ‘he uorked as & frea lancs

roporte:r ‘betusen April. 1957 &nd December.1957.:. Be stated that sll articl_g

written by Hin were under his true neme and that no "pe@n-nam'f" '
used He did not knoa of a Joseph Fre.nk - S

1 . . N R N 4 . 9. g - Y
© . Les Angeles’ OO/C Office, but'iﬁid ‘hot Mcatg u‘th
~ 7 77 Kit% had ever: boén discusssd, S Mr, Ovens” m.lthoiuudo?éigud £he..
... . press notices that he uses in connection with *his“pubncity progran.
B is noted that none ‘of “the ‘releases raveal: ‘Agency mterest: hwevm‘,
nwsPaper Inde) ndent' quotes Chief HcDonald a8 8
' cost aoro then’ E

ect_of the ¢‘1aenu:,f
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