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. 1_/ Janaa ry 1977
Q" ‘& -
CORTACT REPORE

HWilo : 6\ ) } former staflfer
8702 Bay Pointe Driva
Tanpa, Flarida 33415
813-854~8510
SUBJECT:  Debriefiung on Training and Danolitions Given to Anti-
Castro Cuban Exiles

PLACE @ Holiday Inn (TampaAirport)
Tampa, Florida

TIME ¢ 14 Janmary 1977
0900 - 1kls hours

1. Purpose: To debrief A on questicus posad by tha
Department of Justice rerarding anti-Castro Cuban exiles. These
questions, in general, covered training and explosives/detonation

deitises given to these exiles.

2. HMeeting: A came to my motel room (S03) on Fridav
morning at 0900 and departed at 1645. During this time, beth of us
sat ‘in easy chaypfs in front of a picture widow on the 5th foor - iir.

A did 958 of the talking. Weither of us got up during this veriod,
a strech of almost 8 hours. A~ was most intertaining, but only
marginally informative as to specific details on the questions prohed
to him. Ho spins a good story and remembers people and places wvery
well., Iy bona fides for the meeting was a call from Ms. Sheila
0'Neil to @A "|a day before I arrived in Tampa. A is a little T
goosy, because of a DEA connection (below), and checked mp out thru
a phone call to the motel by his wife. Incidentally, I used true
name with A '

IS

T3, Resultsﬁ A fovered the following topics with me:

a. Training: On Panama and the facilities used,f® the best
could remember, Ft. Sherman was open in about Aupgust or
September 1960 to train Cubans for about a 2 to 3 month period.
There were about 40 to 50 men, mostly ARTIME followers. When it was
decided a bigger gronp would be nceded, which later becama Brigade
2506, these people were sent to Potalhuleu (Guatemala) xrdxaid in
about November 1960, _Actually, the gronp was split, with some going
to Guatemala and others to.the New. Orleans area, As to other tralning
in Panama, A \has no knowledpe. (HOTE: " A |surgested that Mr,
o Ay o, retired staffer currently in the New Orleans area,
might be a good source.  Ax | was C/Ops for the invasion Task Force,
U as we¢l as Degputy for PM and C/Ops for JMJAYE at one time,)
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o Supplies:  As Lo explosives, Lime delay fuses, reso'.o
coagrﬁl dovisas, detonation miterials, ete. civen Lo thaso exilos,
B |said, "Look over the supply manual for thal time, Apparent. L
the oxiles weore given evcrvth1nr that was available 1n4 in large
quantities, & l<11d he just could not begin to pro me a list
of what had besn pa qel

c. Infil Teams: After the Ray of Pifs invasion, A
worked wilh infiltration teams. Tha Agency worked wilh these heans
from rouchly 1963 to 1996. They were in two catapories. The [first
wore unilateral Leamg,trnlning anl sponsored by the Azency. The
other calapory was "political' toams - that is political groups in
soutthern FJor1da who were sponsoring infiltrations into Cuba.

The Agency helpad this later g catamory by eiving them supplias,
Tn the case of both, they usually made x caches in Cuba. The

-unilateral team, as an example, wonld make a cache on-island, ani

another group would pick it up and use it (compartmentation).

In some cases, teams (both unilateral and Lothlcal) would not
actually make the cache and keep the material in [Florida, to be

used later at their own convenience, In addition, A lwas positive
that some of Castro's troops obtained some of these caches, due Lo
foul-ups and snitches, These caches containes pistols, riflss and
heavier, money and demolitions. Some of the teams cheated by going

to the Bahamas and buryinh their stuff on small 1f]ania and reporting
back to Florida that they had cached in Cuba. A stated several
times that there was no effective control over the "political"

groups and therb{ora no control ofer the material riven them, Fron
this, wme may surmize thal Agency equipment (demolitien included) was
in the hands of anti-Castro Cubans in south Florida, as well as
Castro's Rebel Army on-island.

d. - Brigade.Training:  Further fo demolitien training to
Anti-Castro Cubans, A, reminded me that shortly after the Brxvadc
was ransomed from Cuba, Brigade leaders were taken to Palm Beach
and talked with President Kennedy. At that time, the US Govt offered
Brigade members .the chance to join the U.S, arey. This also included
infil team members, who were completely seperate from the Brigade, and
members of the Biigade airforce. The Army end of this training was
given at Ft. Banning, Georpia and bepan in early 1963. There, Brirade
members entered the U.5. Army at rouhly equivalent ranks - officers
were made 2nd Lts. They received Ranger training, plus. jump trainine.
Thus, A =ald if any exiles were training in demolations and related
topics, théefe bost trainine was probably given at Ft. Qenning. llost
of these men were in the U.5. Army for oither 6 months or one year.

2. Cubana Bonbing: A& was specifically askerd about ths
6 October 1976 bombing khz of the Cubana airliner in the Garibbean.
“A | said the street-word ahmong the Cuban community in south Florida

45 that the bomb should have gone off in the plane on the ground. The

bombers did not mean to kill all of those people. On BOSCH, the

ommunlty does not particularly like him, but admires him because he
had been going at Castro tooth and nail for years. They do not like
the idea of terrorism and fault BOSCH and MORALES for this.

S Sn LT T =TT = ~ = Rl
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@ ! . Suing Fever: _V@; had raad tho recent, arlbiclos in Lhe
papers aboub the inbroduction of Swine Fever into Cubia by tho A-anoy
in 1972, Ho had no knouledye of this. f\_ did ask i wo hal

checked! with DITAT?T  Heo said when he had boon with the Arriv as a-
Specinl. Forcos bypa, 1t was unbelisvesble what the Army had dowe
i Lhe wa, of Gio Wacfare Cealning in Lhe States. e mentioned an
razaenk 2 braining exercise in HYC, when a fake substance was into-
duced inlto the water of a hotel where Pres. Eisenhower was stayins:.
In any evenbt, kyrk AN sadd if Swins Fever had been inlroduced

L

into Cubs, ho wonldn't doubt that the Army/DJA had some hand in iL,
erp001clly if the sc-called sources claimed it cama out of Ft. Guliek

. Assassinalions by the Agency: A s5aid he had ahcelubtely
no knowledge of assassinations, attempts or plans, by anyvone in the
Agency during his tour. MNot only wera they prohibited by the Agenuy,
they were counter-productive, Tt was explained to him during hi=
Azency tour thalt! there was a good chance of an assascination back-
firing; that we (U.S.) are more vulourable to assassinations than

> .
the Cubans or Soviets. Therefore, as far as he was concorned, they
were strictly verboton. HEdilorializing, Ac '5aid it was too bad

that the upper-echolonsdid not believe in this restriction. OCn top
of that, they approacherl mafiosa to help them. (ROTE: A is
rather anti-Kennedy, especially Bobby, with whom he was in a shoublin:
nmatch during a hearing on the Bay of Pigs invasion.) :

h. Assassination of Peruyaro: Juan Jose Feruvero, a Baxr
of Pigs veteran and leader of the Brigade 2506, was gunned down last
woek as he left his home in Miami, ﬁ\ fsaid tho vord on tho straal
ariong, the Cpban community is that this was done by tho DG1 as a warninge:
to the antizCubans in Miami. Feruyero had no enemies - he was not
into drugs, crimes, politics, ete. Ry killing him, the Cubans were
warning the community that they could strike anywhere and anyono.
Thus, watch out and lay off Cuba and Cuban citizens. If anyono else

-had besn killed, perhaps the killing could have been blamed on

the mafia, drug dealers, politicians, ete. A copy of an eoditorial
from the Tampa®Tribune of 14 Jan 77 is attached, below, o

5~E~C~R-E~T
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1. A‘*xﬁSJnxtxon of letbalior: ¥hile on assasssinations,
this case ontered s conversation. He has no-porgonal knowladen
ol what happonad. Again, howover, he gavo me the “street word,"

Ie 2-2:'1"..14, Ehie Cuban cormunity is saying th'nt Lhe same peoplg who did
Joo S NTET D Lo Fgrrwn] Lie Tat b i g ooeane a5 Tanto Ty fia. .-

PR PR P O R

arvongoed for tha lettalier killing - hwrod And paid tho killers.

For this reason, the Chicacoe lamily of the Mafia is furious with

Traficante, because he is/or will bring heat on the Mafia. The

reason [or Frxf1c1nte dolng it777 Fidel Castro hired him and paid

him well to do it. The word is that Traficante has been cooperal i
with the DGI and Fidel since.he‘departed Cuba, Fidel wantead Rosscli

killed, because of RNosseli'’s part in the assassination attempt againat

Fidel, A emphasized that that this is not his theory, but word

from the otreet in Miami. :

j. CBS Show on Cuba:. A said CV5 §s plﬁnning a show
on the "Lezacy of the Bay of Pigs," which should ba broadeast in
avont. May 1977. CBS has already shot zeanx interviews tn Miami,
including ons with Peruyero (above) before he was killed, plus
covardng the aftermath of his assassination. Currently, the CB3
crev is in Cuba - they hope to [ilm the beaches at the Ray of Pirs -
which had been suggested to them by A . A has also been
interviowed and has given his opinions for the TV showing, while
in Cuba, the CBS crew hopes to also interview Fidel - also at the

u"pestlon of A ' The fellow behind the show is named CRILE and
he has talked td - ﬁ_iu{ben;lvolj According to A /, the show
would have bosn vory anti-Azency in its comments, btut he ~ A
has turnsd this around almost 180 degrees!!! As planned, the
show will be two hours and shown in May 1977. o
]

k. Brigade 2505: On the Brigade, & ésaid he had bean
an apol"tlcal organization., Individuals of any political shade had
been riembers and politica had not really entered Brigade A55001at10n
business, Last year, howsver, they joinred with Qrlando BO3CH, amonr
others, to help form CORy. How, the Brigade 15 embarrassed and wished
they had never joined CORU. They with-drew shortly after the Cnbana
bombing in October 76. However, the damage has been done to the
Brigade Association, which A (considers a shame. On the CBS film
(ﬂbove), A isaid he was filmed attending an anniversary meeting.
Thiks same meeling was where CBS filmed Peyuyero.

1. A & DEA: “hen A retired from the Agency, ho
moved to Key Wast. He came to the attention of DEA, especial]y to
Lou Conine, an ex-Agency 6fficer now with DEA. A ‘calls Conine
an SOB and worse. He went into a long explaination of his activitioes
with DEA in Key West. .In summary, he was a P/A and ran a strinog of
informants. Becanse of internal DEA politics, he was blown and left
dangling on a string in Key West. He had to leave town within 24°
hours and left his people (informants) there without calling or
warning thein. As a result, he lost friends, prestige with his
informants (many of them Cuban exiles) and his business in Key West,
In peneral terms, he was trealed very shabbily by DEA and regrets
sver having mixed with them. He is still in contact with one of

et e e —————— e 1 - BTN © e Dl NI TR ISTRSRLALSD S ITE
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ot on-of ficor; 2 . Aceonting to A& B | will be
reburning bto the Aqensy shortly, 3 /ig familiae with the
operation in Key Jost.  Anobher ex-Arency emblovae was also in-
volved in Ehis opsralion, ono <. . an nnﬁnr»J!no
in Vintaam - he wmas oo conboe t‘f £roe .1(, sooal gtvand
DEA he rickly rose to hu-lw and was uL(urflns the Key es
vien 1t folded, acconding Lo A, A "was busted to G5- 13 au‘
sent btack to YWashington, where he is now working in DiA's IHvP“““l)W
Divislon (similar to our IG Qthr) A jwuas also awvare of ano'’
0*~Auuncy eriploy=a, (o) i y who was ko ro Lo exico undar
DEA "deep cover. Accerding Lo A ©  was Lo be invelwerd
in asszassinalion opsrations arainst Mexican dealers and pushers,
Instead, e ended up in Bl Paso for about a vear and is nuw
in MHiami. The unlersipned personally know O , hul did not
know of his sponcific assigmnent within DEA.  (NOTE: thile the ahove
is a little rambling, this is the way. the delwiefins of A . went

1 knew

e

(RAR N

‘all afternoont)

'
‘

m, AN s Mamsceripl: I had read | AL 's mamscripl,
"The Bay of Pigs" belore doparting #Washinsmton. Lynch explained Lhat,
he had dictaled this paper and had a couple of seccretaries type it
out. It is only in very rouch form and he wanted to #et his thoushis
down on papsr. As he indicates in the paper, hs wanted to get the
facts straight. e fesls that since he was there and part of the
invasion, he has < unique view point of the Bay of Pirs and wants

to see that history r _lecLs his pobition. As indicated earlier,
A is rather bitter agpainst the Nouw Frontier, the Kennadys anl
Camelot., This is reflected in his mamscript, “‘* claimed that

much of his paper had been "stolen” in that he explained tho invasion,

for instance, to the CBS crew and they were using some of his malterial

)n the soon to kee be shown propram dascribed above. In addition,

mentioned that he had spoken to the Agency historian -~ can't
recall his name -~ sn vho is also writing a book (classified) on the
invasion. As to publication, it seems to be in the distant futnre.
Ha does not plan to po to a publisher, where he would xev raceive
royalty payments of around 5%. Rather, he plans to publish on his
own, probably in Miami, and realize close to 100% profit. It might
cost him ke in the area of $5,000, but he could realize a profit of
about $30,000 depending on sales.

n. Msc.: ﬂﬁ; ‘also spoko about personalities within the
Aency. He mehbtioned Ted Shackley, "Dum'Dum'"Dimmer, many poeople in
LAD who had a part in the invasion or JMWAVE. . A4 1s a member of
the retired Agency employees association that Dave Phillips formed.
As such, he has appeared several times on Tampa radio and TV shows.
To. me, he appears to be an articulate defender of the Agency.

4, Conclusion: For me, this was a most interesting interview,
As far as results, the interview indizated to me that we can ret
broad-brush overviews from retired Agency employses, and fow details,
To answer specifjc quostions from Congress and/or the Department of
Justice, we mist continue to dig and come up with documents from

S5-F-C-R-15-T
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Aconey ides. Unfortuneallyr these documanls appear to be rost

difficnlt to locate and rebriove, many of them burled in retired
file holdings. .

5. Recowmondations: ‘o should contimue to seek information

5.
from retivel Acency Smployaes, ospecially when it appears Lhat thow
) ‘ CL

weew Lnbimabel, lovoived 1o Wao pasticular ovenb or o aob et 3.
which we are interasted. This should be a selective process and
used only when we believe tha retiree could contribute to our
immediate ingquiry. The documented facts, howaver, are still necded
to.answer questlons posed to us officially by other Goverument

entities,

Yoo

-/'
e

i;Grady'A. Vickers,(JP /
tfops NV
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