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Swmar of Initial Missions

Ia the period from 20 June to 10 July 1956 the Soviet Bloc zir defense
sSystaT W2s sibje;teﬁ to eight penetrations of an unprecedented nature, seven
g vithin a period of only eight days. t must be remambered that
svides the only basis of judging the pasriorzance of the Soviet
ystem. This is important because it is clear frogj —7214
Lﬂs Fowever, soxme tentative conclusions may bs drawn fromt
hase Initial flights and these are indicated as follows:

the fact that thess missions cane es 2 surprise,
acted. This is clear evidence that theilr
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2. By 5 July 1956, the fourth fln."‘“ the USSR was aware L
of the purpose of the nissions and wers takmg counter action.
One positive action was the stenddown of civil flights wnile the
mission aircraft wvas over the USSR, and a sscond action which is
halieved related is the moving of MIG-19 aircrzft inta East
Germany and Pelend on 7 July 1956. Also MIG-19's were movsd
into Hungary at aboub this bine. - )

3. The performance of the Soviet system on the 5 July mission,
201k, was indeed curious., While the actlion evident fram(COMITT Z(’L
is not clear an explanation which appears to £it the known facts
is cffered as follows: As a result of the previous missions, the
Sovists had coucluded the essantial facts concernizg the missions
i.e., that they were for reconnaissance, that they flew above }-‘-;l
ect, and that & penetration as desp as lMoscow was possible. They
orocably surmised that the 5 July mission was headed for Moscow vhen
the track appsared on a northeasterly hzeding. The loss of the
targ n'c when it entered Soviet territory was prooably deliberate and
the "red herring" track returning to the west was eitker a dodge
or a convenience to avold broadcasting a track for a1l ths system
to ses that 2 “hostile or intruder" was coming over lMoscow with no
mzans aveilahle vo stop it. Tais idea is supported by the use
of 2 raid number assigned in the region just beyond the point (}Q/
where the treck had been "lost"™. In addition, the track wes oot ~
labelzd "nostile or intruder" when it wes broadcast after it
had passed bayond Hoscow. The reporting of the track when it did
2ppeer was only by Moscow and it has been suggestved that othsr
stations had been insiructed not to broedcast the track. Further,
| o zay not be a coincidence that the height brezdeast was almost
i e-mctly kalf of the true altitude of the mission aircraft, but on
“ the next missiors, four days la.ter, the altitude reporting was

it ma

4. By 9 July 1956, in addition to the evident recognition of
the great height of the mission flights, ftracking was better and
in general the performsnce of the waming systen wvas mmch improved.
5. The next day. 10 July 1956, tha Soviet air de;ens,e wa *'nin;
7sten closed a 3000 mile track with only two short p ods of '
confusion or track loss. Altitude revorting vas overebfeet qq
ith one plot passe@ whilch was only 100 feat off targst

6. 'The first eight missions prowed that the air defense wvarning
=n is deployed in depth. This was evident from bobh the continuwity \

syst

of breck and most fc*cef"llly frem the ELLT date collecisd. Sconme

intercepts of Soviet Bloc radars operating in the ¢/s band were ’

chiained by prOJect ETINT as follows: @ E
sner 30. These nurbers cannot be eguated to in- |

dividual radar sv.eta since the same redar pay be_intercepted more than
care. lewe we.— |were located, including ew sites. Some : ()%

D additionall |signals were identified but aveileble inforzation |
dces not permit determination of location so that it must be con-~ [

s e

cluded that these signals inecluds both known and new sites. Because !

o

cf the lizn.::i;a:c“ on ~f ELINT 4o the E band and the Soviet ‘

practice of colloecatinzg radsrs cn different frequencies the totzl !
mmner of rc.d..*'.: may be expected to be a2t least dovble the numbar 4
—

of sites.
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T. Confusion and track loss sesemed to bes related to the (ﬁ ﬂ
presenze of large numbers of fighters althougn the satuzetion point’
h3s not bes2n d2terminsd because of insufficient data.

o ona

8. The qusstion of redars for height firding, ths caga:
in this role, the introduction o2 ROCK CAXZSs and la

er
. elorments are discussed in another sectlion. It is believed,
l wever, that these missions were a catalyst in the intrcduction

RCCX CAKEs.
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