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[2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORD$ ACT OF 1992

.
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MEMORANDUM FO&: Chief, WB/L - ' 1 February 1561

1.

1 Mamael AXTIME Buesa -
feview of Pile Initizted on _.eceipt of
Derogatory Information oan Subject “rom Pedro DIAZ Lanx

Because of the comments nade by Pedro Luis DIAZ Lanz on 13 Jamuary

1961 to the effect that Manuel ASTIMZ Bussa may be a Communist agent, AsTIME's
file was reviewed for the purposs of uncovering any information which might
support DIAZ' allegation.

<.

b,

3.

Aress open Lo QuUesilon ase ius Loliceinyg:

Communist Party Affiliaticn of Snb‘ect.'e Father: As noted by Martha

&/rk, Subject 8 ring his polygraph examination that his I

father had btelonged to the Lommmist Party during the ipanish Civil wWar,
had gone to Spain during the war, tut had not been a nexter of the
Commnist Party since 1539. This subject was not pursued by the poly-
graph operator. Subject gave somewbat varying accounts for the reasons
for his fathe~'s quitiinz the Party: during the polygraph examination,
hs explained that the Party had irtended to send his father to fussla
for training, and also had ordered his falher lo inform on his friends;
when his fathaer sefessd, the Pasty sxpellsd him. iatsr, in an auto-
biognph,, subject stated that his father had lest the Party tecause
of the *"treazon which they committed acainst his intirate friend,
FESHAKDIZ Martinex. This "treason® was not further detailed. subject

Btated that his father's expmlsion {or rusizmaticn) was reported in

Hoz at the tizma.

Report on the Octobar 1559 Dt Meeting: Subject reported that the
open acriss.ons of comnism rade Ly ridel et al during a closed-door

" DIRA meeting in Octoher 1959 precipiated his delection. Subiect coumld

not, hovever,' rencmber the dates of the mesting. At first he reported
that it toox place during the last week in October 1959. (His letter

to Fidel stating his reasons for dsfection, which was widsly circulated
after his exfiltration, was dated 2§ October.) He later corrected this.
to 7-8 October. During the polyzraph examination, he stated he could
not rexexber the dates, but that it vas a two-day meeting, oua Sctnrdq
and Sunday, scze time in mid-Uctober.

The fallowing antions vere taken fp an a"q’ to 'e.-..l d...-.:b{a' raisad

Yy these points: o

Communist Lfﬁliation of hthc.. o

" (1) Mames of pucnu: were traced im ZID, with negative x-uu:l.tl.
‘ - (2) Eames and/
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Names and biographiz data on Lubject's parents
were submitted to the Bureau fo. tracing in
their files. The Bureau reported that theae
individuals vere not identified in Buresu files.

Oreen Lists on Subject's parents vere nhnit.ted
to FI/D. Kesults were negative.

An attempt was made to procurae copies of the news-
paper (Hoy, 1939) which might have carried the
story ol subject's iather's expulsion from the
Party. It was determined that no Cuban neswspspers
ere kept on file in the Agency. (L..brnry Acquisi~

Sloh Tieiiaa, i, «M, Creay @aaa nww..o,) aved
quoried.) Bocause of time limitations, no attempt
vas mxde to procure the papers from another Agency
or from the Library of Congress.

Actual Dates or the Alleged Secret DLiA Meeting.

(1.

- ..,-(2)

0)

()

As indicaud above, back issues of Cdédan newspapers
are not avallable vithin the Agency. It was there-
fore impissible to check Subject's story atout the

_meeting against news stories in contsmporary lsstas

of Ravolucion; wvhich he z2id wvas siven s novs relesecs

on mday of the mesting.

A review of FBID Daily Summaries for October 1959 uas
roquested of FRID for the purpose of unearthing any
overt broadcast reporting on the mesting. F3ID,
Latin Amearicau branch, Mr. Ziocdney Levine, advised
that it was not possible for that office to conduct
such a revievw at this time.  These summaries are
available for review at 1717 H Street, and will be
screened i{f the time and oftort. involved are con-
sldsred wortbwhile.

«B/L /71 (Barbara Edmnds) a.dvued'that po resorting
oa this October INZ\ mesting had been received other
than that froa ARTDMZ,

It 1is noted that Saturdays and Sundays {n Octob.r 1959

fell om 3-k, 10-11, 17-13. and 2L-25 October, and 31

October - 1 lOverber. Therefore at least cue of °

Subject's sccounts of the dates involved ufa«-. mmwT‘
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k. gomclusions,

Results of this review of Subject’s file do not support the
allegations made by DIAZ Lanz. Although the two major areas of doubt
reassin somewhat unresolved, the weight of evidence would seem to be.
in the Subject's favor.

Y.

d.

Agency and Bureau files contain no 1dcntu‘nblo ncord
of Subject's father.

ARTIME himself volunteered inforwation comcerning both
the cited areas open to possible question. The Subdjlect
ked every reazon ts believe that tie information he
wvolwntaared (i.e, that hia fatherts evmlgion frow the -
Party was reported in Hoy, and that tha IHiA meeting’
was covered by a reporter froa isvolucion) could be -
easlly verifisd.)

The record of AXTD3R's polygraph examination stated
that strong polygraph evidence had been obtained that
Subject was a tona fide anti-lastro and anti-fommmist
dafector; that IiiA had held a meeting around the .
middle of Qctober at which Subject was present; aad -
that the letter of resignation addressed to Fidel was
written by hiz and that it was generally accurate im
reporting the IN:A mosting.

There has been no evidence .nPI/!)thltmDﬂ!u
other than what he claizms to be.

S. Coment.

Dave Morales, JWWAVE/CI, has additionally commentsd that there
. 15 no love lost between AN and DIAZ Lans and that the latter's
. allegations againet; the for=mer are provably false. In view of DIAZ ::
lans' feelings azainst ARTINE, it is not unlixely that he is endeavor-

ingmbnﬂahhseltupintheemorhumoctnmbydmung-

ARTIME.
: 0%
e (Clarc ¥. Stmmons
Distribution: Chief, WB/L/CI
Orig & 1 Addresses
.1 - WH/L/PA
1 - WH/ly/Pu
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