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ODE33A

april 2, 1964

Caset NMeeting with imerican family ELUCK,

A lorweyian seaman who was in ODE33A on April 2, 1964, had
difficulty in finai g the city's larzest hotel. =«hile hLa was
lurcﬂ:}w was upproached on the street by an Lmerican-spesking
woman, MULLIG (:lOCK, who offered her assistance., 3he was with her
husband and duurhter and told him thut they were American citisens
who had lived, azong other places, in Bronx, ‘iew York, but had been
living in Udessa for the paat four years. :

The following describes the occasion in greater detail:

The source was Bl the Interclub {seamen's club) in Odessa
where he tried to buy huseiun caviar. He was rcferred to the
hotel Odessa. A hostess at the club said that there were two
hotels by that name in the city., He was to go the the largew},
and she explained to him how 40 get there,

The sourcs trisd to find the hotel tut got lost, Twice he
asked Husuiuns but wac not understood. The lash time was on the
"boulevard." Juddenly a woman's voice called out in Inglish from
the other side of an adjoining street, whereupon she. came over to
the source followod by a man and a young girl. In fluent Amorican

. she asked the source 4f he wure cnglish and said that her husband -

. and daughter were American and living in udessa. Without any pare
ticular cause both she and her husband complained loudly about con-
ditions in Odessa without any cunsideraiicn lur passers<by, The ‘
Russians to whom the sourqu tad addressed himself stood around a bit -
‘before they went further, othurwise there did not appear to be anyone

- who noticed tho meeting partisularly. The .source explained that he .
wes on his way to the hotel udessa and invited the family Yo accompany:
him. They refussd at firs% bhecause they were not dressod well enoush,-
they had coms frim work, had just picked up their daughter and were.
on their way hvaus, Yhen thy mource insistoed, they sllowed themnelves.
to be purnuadad, ‘Thare were no formal introductions, but during the

e conversation 4t cams sut thet the family wus called BLOCK and the

IR PR wife's first name wu: MULLIL, .

S I | ”/-/71/2.3_/

R Hotel C(/ansa was looutad in the vicinity in a side street which
‘ 19&-0ff frum the boulevard, At the entronce to the restuarunt they -

- wapra stopped by a walbroes 4o protested in iussian. Afver some con-
yorzation betwren jloliie anit the waitress they were ullowed to snter,
Follie sald the waitreas hal thourht the daurhrar wae too young but
hud yiven in becwise Lhe deuphiter was in the company of haop parents, 7

: : ' -‘1? Al &
The puesta in the rertairent were larrely comprised of ollicers
and some olviliane lueluding s me U women who, Judging fiom their
8 olv
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belavior, were prostitutes. iveryme was nicely dressed, cansidering
that it w3 ussia, 30 the Zli-k fazily's roservetions seezod 9 have
had & basis, & waitr:ss showed the source and nis party Lo & Lable,
10 the asar-amt of the slock fazily &s well &8 the source, the -
waitress spoke uncerstandcble ‘nglish, Jrinks were ordered and the.
source a3d his puests sat in the restaursat for sbout 5 hours, As ~
they cid earlier on the boulevard, the couple. spoke freely and wivhout
tasiag care that the conversuation «3s not overheard by others, At -
the closest table sat two prostitu-es wio were entertained by several
different officers. It did not sppear that they were intervsted in
ths source's party. o

The source guessed MULIJE E1.OTK'S age to be about 45, Jmall mnd
plusp. Zocpletely black, slishtly curly hair which hid her oars, Nark
(bpown-tlack?) eyes. iroad nose., 3he was on the whole quite clumsily
built with short fat lizbs and quite wizttrsctive. Jaurce folt that
she 1ight be a Jewess with soms slavic backrsround., Jhe appeursd lutellie
gent, cuick and effective, hectiec, vory egocentric and somewhat domine-
ating. Jhe was unusuelly telkative but a poor listener. Jhe ajoke
perfect izmerican and, as for as the source was nble to judge, with
& New York accent, and possessed the quick humor which is typloul in
Bew York. 3he was dre:sed in a tailored coat of a greenish colour, -

worn dress of poor quality, thick woolen stockings, flat and wom
shoes, ‘

¥r., BIOCK (iils first name was not mentioned) might ba betwaen
4LO-45. About 183 cm tall, slender, blond hair, Colour of eyea nat -
noticed. iight be of Baltic descent. Appeared to be passive and not -
particulsirly intelligent. He spoke little = possibly because ha was

. interrupted by Mollie as a rule, 3poke definitely American but eage=

- sionally found it difficult to find certain words, He .ore an old .

. sixpence cap, & faded scarf and an old worn cout of grey and dark prey -

herring bano patiern which pe did not remove in the restaurant,

The daughter's first name seemed to be TINA. According te “ellde
gz w28 11 years old. Comparatively tall and slender. black haire

". Large dark eyes, fine features with a sliphtly crooked xmam and

somewhat sharp nose, GShe appeared pretty, but. the source could find

. no real femily likeness between heor andeither of the parents, Very .
" ehildish, 3Jpoke only Russian and kupt to Mollle the: whole time,
" Wore & dark burgundy-coloured coat, . :

¥ollie said thet the whole family was born in the U.3.A, and

. had moetly lived in the fironx, Nuw York, but also for a time in Jun

Transisco, About L years ago they had moved to the Joviet Unidii and
1ived 1n Odussa, They were still imerican citizena, The wourca axe
pressed his attonishment at the foct that thie wus poanible, nng'
Mollie reluctantly told th:t hr, nlock had been & membar of tha fops=
bidden smerioan Communist Pacty and that they had therefora potisn s

. vigs L3 the Jovist Union, whan the source doubtsd Lhut they sould dtill

be Axerican oitisens, tos{lie eald tiwt thelr pusaports ware in boncow
& fect which anyone &culd estaullsh by referring to the :\nurhim'vonmi,
Amarican Embaigy, Iitar Tejaysoveki .jtreat 19, hoscow. (Ihe wrute down
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the address ani .zve it to the swrce.)

Shortly after their arrival in .Cessa they realiszed th:t u:u‘\
wus not when they fad expected. ihey imzedistely besan applying te |
Russian authorities for peruission to retum. ihe spplications had i
been returned with v.rious comments, usually that they had to'¢o to
other Russian authorities. {uis had gone on for suveral years without'
rlving any results. ihey had aliost resisned themselves, iut §if they™
were ever Lo retum to the U.3.A., they would ssttle quietly down

sozeplace and not tell mnyone that they ha: been in the xixgx 3ovisd
Wnion.

¥r. Block said that he was a "diesel engineer® and the conversa-
tim revealed that he l:fw a good deal about diesel machines, ile did
not say where he worked, but complained that he was sent from job to
Job without being =ble to concentrate on a special ar-a as he had
done in the U.3.,A.. As a matter of fact this was an error in all of
the wrking life in the 3oviet Union, he scid, lo one speclalized and -
no one cculd do a real job in a particular area. ér, Elock earned
somsthing over 40 rubels per month,

Mollie Block was a teacher at the polytechnical inatitute in
Odessa. She esamed 40 rubels per month., A chief at the polytechnical
institute wxxmix earned 90C rubels per month and had his own home -
ty the Flack 3ea, she said bitterly, as an example of the fact that
the class differences were as great in the Joviet union as in the U.3.A.

Both told that they were unpopular among heir colleagues and among
Russians in general because it was their custom to criticize conditions
in the Scviet Union. Had we not been imerican citizens we would have

.- been sent to 3iberia long ago, said lollie.  Both despised Khrushchev.

Conditions wers no better now than under Stalin,. they thought. dow there
was corruption in all areas. Mollie said that unly 3-4.+ of the popu-

lation of the Soviet Union were accepted as members of the Conmunist

- Partye No one got into the party without. having worked hard to do so;
Y7 but 4f one is the son of a Party e¥¥ic(al (pampl.it i3 easier to do so.

In the beginning the language had been & difficulty ( in spite of

%ho fact that they obviously must have had a knowledps of ilussian be-

" -fore thelr arrival in the Joviet Union.,) "Russian has too many avnomd;
Mr, Block kopt repeating while they talked about the lanpuuge.

On the othsr hand they had been fortunate and pot'en & two-room

'liganment for 19 rubels per nonth, It did not come out how, for sxample,

the kit chen was equipped, but they considered themasnlvas lucky in

ocomparison to Husslans in comparablo positions., 10llis wrote .down.the. .. -

eddrasss PukETOMMLOY POREDT 18, APT. 31, ODLJJA = 1id3d, &nd the sourey o

vm Lmitod to vinit them or to writc to them,

The munmor vasation thay had apmt in a 1ittle rosort towm in

the viginity of DATUM, Thare the food = particularly fruit and vepes

Py

tables = was muoh cheiper and better than in Udesea,

t
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" ¥r. Elock cozplained rartisulsrly a'sut the food in O:essa. te o
' had difficulties with Lis dipestion Lecause of the black treai he - . :
claized, It was not possible o zet white br ad anywhere. exceépt

; . PR )
: in Lleningrad and. -oscow and there where foreim wurists s:ayed. iie ) 3 {
; hatl potien a physiciarx's certificate saying that he ne:ded white i
! bread, tut to no avail. .here w.3 alia a shortaze of fruits and vege- l .
1 tebles in Udessa except waen they were in ssason vw. the surrounding ’

B agricultural districts. ‘Transport of such wares from distant places ’

{2 the soviet Lnion did not occur, _ | i

They talked a great deal about the U.3.A., and the'source said - 4
that there was no-doubt thit .0llie was - locally familiar with ivew York,. S
On one occasion the source mentioned the place liechawken in connection '
with New York. -Mollie corrected him instuntly, saying that .echzwken

was on the ot.her side of the “udaan Hiver end therefore in the eta.u of )
New J.l'”yo :

The daughter sat cuietly the entire tims and stared straicht ahead.-'
Upon boing addressed politely by the source, she giggled childishly,
It is possible that she understood somsthing, but she arswered in
Russien via her mother and said that the source ought to come home
with them and sce her parrott.

PO TN

. Mollle asked several of the people at the hotel :Lf they might get.
caviar for te source, tut with no result..

The source and his puest.s lof the restaurant at elosing time -
(mldnight local time). {n the street iir, block tried to get a taxi
for the source, but could not get one. Afterwards each went in his

- oW di.rection.

-SOURCE 'S COMMENTARYs

. The source was aﬁare the entire time that the mesting nigﬁt have
- been arranged. However, hef found no real basis ror this,

- ‘Ha was 8180 awarc of soms lesser irregularities during the event,
but these could easily have had a natural explanation. : :

. " The source emphasizes that they asked him for no. favors or asked:

.- him to do nothing except visit them, Ihey showed no curiosity, asked.
1ittle, and "ollie was too occupiod with what she herself had on her

heart to listen tnd understand whet the source seid, The couple had

no reservations about sicohol and did not. react to the fact. that the

- source drank little and vemimd sober while they graduslly became

- quite snimated,

| SECRET' R 40/-(7723/
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MReggom Cave Then Asris-
Visa ts Kow Cened

Soecm. v e 3w 1ms Ty
MOBLCOW, Apad 25-—oval

e

i
suthantUes have refusnd ¢ & 4
visas to two Unted Slates ait- ¢ } "'s.,‘ :
peSs who came o (2e Soviel VR T
Uslon as convieeed Comurists L Y i
byt whe have devume a:s-
fhnsioned and wasn: to go Booe « ¢ 3
Morris Bhex And Lo waz g\ -
Molie, two New Yorvers num: f, WAy
bving in Odessa. say fue poiv: B b Mg
there turned doun tRer request] ol o 8 (4t B T
for visas a few weeks ago with: @ V. .3 3 f\'-i'-" A =~
out an explanation. th w0 & 0 ‘.:pﬁ":.,' :
In making bher application, 7 A4 W}',’-’._ =3 . 4 v
Mrs. Block pleaded Uiat uniess FRL TN . 4
sbe were permutted to retumj: . TRE oA : A .
soon. she would probably ncver| . _..-- & & . :
see her parents apamn. She sad| © B . !
that her father, 8¢ vears old. N
was uerlonsdly il with a heart N N ,
dlind l: ::e .;-’:tu.h:’;au;:\h::r ’ . Un.ted Preas latsrnatiooal Radaohote : 3
of losing her sight altogether, | AMERICANS RETURN RUSSIANS' VISIT: James C. McKenzie, second from right, ° y !
U.S. Offictals Hopetul and his wife, left, flank Mr. and Mrs. Viktor Pozdneyev and daughter after arriving in - M )
'Onited States consular offi- Moncew by air. At rlght_h Ronald McCowaa of Portsmouth, Ohlo, who helped arrange for o0
: elals have taken up the Blocks'| Fozdneyevs 1o visit McKensles lust Christman, and McKenzies to see May Day Ir Moscow. *
. . esse with the Fareizn Mintstry. - - - - : 4
N ey ol e eoumme|*led to Moscow and appiled to'applications in the hope that|satd, he traveled to.the Nether- - LA &
E ' would get permission to leave.[the Uniled States Embassy furithe intervention of the consulate{lands with the same passpart . .
They h%on!t;‘nwd um.d the “cghel’-:;‘m; had to aigjYunld bring a reversal of théiafter having altered the date of ; . ]
: fying them T e .| Washington. Early 'ast year, ajSoViet decision. - . | (expiration. Later in 1938, offi- 3
T sens. ’ decsion was made. The emibassy . - . lcals continued, he obtatned a7- 1
Do In the United States r|i55ucd & new passport to Mra. U.S. Expialas Help '* . |passport by using the pame and « ]
5 . PBlock was alleged to have boen|Block And issued to Mr. Block] SeechileTheMiwyesiTine . \birth evidence of his brother § i,
z i involved in a number of passport|* document stating that he was WASHINGTON, April 28 —lgamuel Block. 'Y 1
5. Yiclations for which he mighta0 American citizen. United - States officials satd)™ ; 3
i be el e e Bt “Armed with the -documenta|today that Mr. Block had a| Whem the Blocks began to !
H N troubles started in 1057{the Blocks applied for Soviet|“long history” of passport difs{malte cfforts to return to the}
§ b when he traveled to Communist|SXit Visas in Odessa last asumsificuitics, but that as a citizen|United States {rom the Soviet { )
£ China in defiance of a State)Mecr There was no answer (njhe was entitled to theie help in{Union, the United States Eme '
8 Department ban. He was later kplte of dosens of visits to the|getting out of the Soviet Union.|bassy was instructed to maked .
H alleged to have attempted to police by Mrs. Block. His difficulties began, theylevery useful effort to get pers!: 4
i travel shroad- on an altered pass|,, (o7 8 few weeks ago, Mraizaid, In 1857, when he went withimission’ for thew to return ;. H
3 ort and, on another occaslon, Block was told by the chief ofi4l other Americans from an in-{home. Since every citizen is eneh - 3
i the passport division of thejternational youth festival in|titled to diplomatic and conef - '
H y. Odezsa police that their request|Moscow on & tour of Communistisular protection abroad, offis} : 32
: Block tells their|Nad been refused. China. clals. said, they had “no alter] © 2
Last weck they renewed thele! In ~August, 1938, officlals'native” but to assist the Bl ;
- ever Cam ‘ T
disn border under a false name, ThA':I:.;l:fkl mtliid. doum I
A e ‘ta wait for the anawer—which!
M on Svior er came.
and i which hep r?ummmgg : ”Xm: about & manth; the cou{:
e ] g i e
LYY
They Wers Iuterned '{“:3?" uued'w{hnt m:y coutd!
‘But things scon went wrong. not go on living at Hoviat Gove
In whers they ar- amment expeiwe indefinitety,
. rived without a visa, they were|| They decidod: to nevept Sovict)
B e R
Imhassy in Werp- r. Bloc , locks!
b AW néver lcknowlogud theie amith o 8 New York ahipyhrd,
E . Vise requests, The Unitod Btates The Soviet oftivial anggested
’ tried ta veach (hem that he go to wurk in tho xine
: t u:‘n. 'cﬁ?"‘ﬁo ntuu:«ll ta ane * eapacity W ke ;\cwt.l :‘! Qdona,
swer aphone cails, ¢ offer wan aovepted,.
© After about s month and an nm the Hiscl Mon city, the
* i e s ] B e R,
3 cauple and the ment A
E small mbmi dughter wesm| m.'\lm) 1 by turnives, Ofttel
t on a Polish Army triek glals saked Lthem whetlier they
mdann ':vn t&c l'«“:u| lmr‘c‘lar. wmm‘l‘ ?Mmum:ml‘lns;tﬂ w:;
gucow, -the Fareign . n, Hut Mra, d
. put thetn in & dn:mmm n';lnmul tn  have  ascand . A s e
tal, srenrding to Mrs, Hinci, thoughte, Anawersd that they S L A
: oo and. thetr Moaln And sven wenied fo wait at lesst & yestt , WRDNESDAY, ABRIL 2, 10
+- gave them change for incidental !'im disnppiniviment grew raps ' b
&&Qmm. {4ty fiy wetirnary of the foftawe
.. ¢, Diook wenl I the Chinece ing yanr, she MM." she was
i basay and spplisd fur '4)«« "vui, very unihanpy.”
§ m::“ Myt I Chins, The ! e Bovmine itjssntisiled
& " uq‘f.'.q, ..;1 ..ﬂ'l; :,“::':',:fl p 4 Mxrl";l t:lmvn“rm_:‘n -uu'“n
j warding - : nead Conimunial, To 8 jae
g " 14 4o Peking, mwnuwmnﬂm‘. whivh  fnters
o) fitins, fin A Anss .
H , cu anlluititien fop having ©jaes| ' :
3 - secuted’ i el dacincud Gt T
, t«"\:”“"“' own 1N the I
3 o ot Unlain | . .
{ : Then, » year av & lator, .l:: : 3

hecanis  diasalinfiad, E ‘
Wed with hia supertars Al S
the wuflulmr. with party offie] - _ I
slale who adinuiatiod hiin and »
ik autharition reapansihle fop) .
:oumm and (o dintribition,




