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"". ) . : ..:Y-‘s - \,
- F~ T To: John Haft
/" From: Hal swenson ‘-s“\s

. C Not e Use Only
‘e Subj: CIA OPS AND PLOT TO KILL FIDEL C.STRO, RAUL c«%oduce .
AND OTHZR.KEY FIGURES OF THE PRESENT RIGIME IN CU3A g -
“'f83 Source: Victor ESPINOSA Hernandez (201-235147), born 26 . "'”"M@ P
eVt ... August 1937 in Cardenas, latanzas, Cuba, a P} trainee wio : : I

was terminatci as a malcontent on 20-karch 1961, Present -~ =~ L . i
... . .addrcss is L15 East 52 Street, NYCZ, where his telephone o R ¥
18 NA 1 7375. : :

d """Supplemental Data: ESPINOSA flew Air France from Orly B 2
_____Alrport (confirmed by cachet in pp) on- 29 May 65 and on s ¥
arrival in NYC the same day contacted an INS Agent named = =~ =~ :

CAVASANJIAN (Phonet‘p) who , on the basis of inforaation

Ir the story of ESPINOSA which appeared to affect U.S.
-security, notified the FBI., 3Speclal Agent Frank O'BRIEN

—~of the NY Fleld Office of the FBI”interviewed ESPINOSA -
~on 2 May 65. The FBI notified u§ on 3 May., I .saw:

- ‘ff“f"“”“'ﬂhahington, DC apnarently had recelved a report and

—ESPINOSA on l May in the NY field office of the FBI.
% Frank OVBRIEN was present. (O'BRIEN said that INS at

+'had notified FBI headquarters fréom which a supervisor

“~-=——had talephoned 0'ERIEN to inquiro whother O!DRIZN Xnew
s .about aspects of ESPINOSA's story with derogatory O3
T “-“—allegations about the CIA, 1nc1ud¢ng[;arle WILLIAMSON.] = .

Paraphrase or the source's story: I do not have a high
" pegard for the CIA 4r for most of"the exiled Cubans but: -
: & am againat the Castro regimefor which reason I have
boecome involved in these mattcr about which I must be
sure the CIA is informed. I contacted the INS and the R
- .FBI because through them I could ensure contact with a
roaponsible CIA orficer. R

—————— e e e ————— g s

I vas a good friend of Rolando CUBELAS, We conspired
;- together againat BATISTA and we planned assassinztions
. of Batista suprortors. We carried out the killing of
. one of the SIM chiefa, W¥66—flatan, successfully. A lot
—of tHo tHINgS the the. anti-BATISTA students did were not
- effective but we did more than tnlk and this old

Cnren :s:assination is proof that people like Rolando and myself
" °.
)

T"""After GASTRO Look over I loft Cuba and ongagod 1n antt-Ousbro
:; aotivitles, I got shot in the process, I was betrayed by
.. 8ome of the Ouban oxiles whon I was going to bomb Cuba,
_ﬂ;;_l saw how the OIA bungled and I beoame bittor. I was bitter
- . about Rolando too, I thoupht that he had turned communist,
223 senb him a moancge & lens tims ago, tolling him tlat he

L was a traltor and no friend of ‘mina, 'That wes whon a Fan .
}lim;;;;;dtmorioan atowardons whom he liked ocame to me with a meisage

.. from him about how he was atill a friend of mine and t
G doro nob like thoy gemmed, I nou mad and told hzgnto ggff.
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;~w~«—~~~v~ PEREANDEZ)! ™ ‘he had written to re before to let re know that

O T

{ ' _ training in Guatemala and nefer returned it. Also, because |

‘//(//// .in off f{or re and I showed her the bullet wound in_ry leg

E that I had becouse I was ighting CASTHO ani those with hin
N like iolando. Afterwards I did not hear from Rolando until
Just 'a 1little while ago. .

It was in kay when I pot a letter from an ,old-'rriend,’,.-i,{us

. - he 1s working for the CIA in Paris., This letter in lkay was
. e pretty. confusing but Luis made it clear. that there was
re\ something very important, that it involved Rolando CU3ELAS,
— that Rolando wanted me to: go to Paris on an urgent matter,
' and that another friend, Luis Trasencos, knew something .
. about it., The letter sald that the CIA knew about this PR
and that Luls FERNANDEZ thought maybe the CIA already had . ;

} . ___told me to go to Paris,: although he was not sure, i

e e oy

i X
I decided to go to Paris because of the mention of Rolando. m,‘.___,l I
. The CIA had taken my old Cuban passport when I was in :

I got caurht when I tried to bomb Cuba, the INS had warned .
me not to travel outside the U.S. saying I gould go to jall : . ..
for five years and + could not get a reentry permit and all .

that. However, I checked with and INS officer who knew me,

—He sald that probably the INS was not so interested.in me =~ = 1
_anymore and I probably could get a reentry. Because the

“letter was so pressing in my travell at onee, I decided ~ f

L
F “not to go through a-lot of red tape, - I went to Florida S
\-5_'0 - —tO 880 n‘y brother’ Rene’ residing at 5000 Sd 69th Avenye’ __-.”.N;..

‘_._',~w.~,_.31 00 to get vord to me personally and ansking that I get

.Hiami, He arranged througn some friends whum I.don't knov & . . :
“T“to get me a false Cuban passport, (lNote: The pp has T
<7 number 423335, 1s dated 19 November 196l, bears the true ;
-——"—-“f———-name of the source, and has entry and de-arture cachets TTTTTTE
-~ ... for London on-l, 7, 10. arid 21 Mdy 65/; for Le Bourget on

'4ﬁfvéj§—f-f~——-—7 and 21 May; 2nd for Orly on 29 Fay65). I bought a ticket

~and left for- aris without having any trouble. I am.not : ool
sure about the .dates and the sequence of travel because =~~~ "~
everything was 8o hurried. I went to London as well as to

¥aris and I-tried to go to Spain but had to turn backe
Anyway 1 remeber the- important thinge.

At Paris I telephoned Luis TRASENCOS who 1nv1ted me - to : S
dunch 1n his apartment, When 1 pot there, I found Alberto - ----3
BLANCO, "El Locc”, whom .I have lmown.since early 1959 and - e

to

.whom 1 considered a traitor. I called “uis aside to tell

. \____Q.ae;qndo GUEELAS +> s0e me, that Lodo and Rolando are against ;

:GASTRO, and that my seeing Loco was the reason that 1T was
-80 urgent for me to come to Pnris.

--.Rolando CUBELAS had been in Paris =z couple of montha eanler
and, according to 11 Loco, had loft a ottor instructing

.4n touch with the UIA on the hirhest level.' El Looco did
,.,\hz;w_m_ 0ot huvo the letter with him but I beliove it, I inow that
;. Qubans are linrs and oxnpgornto and are ingecure and all

_.__that 18 wrong about them but 1 know what 1s ;00d about
“them and how to cheak on.. things,

S0 I oroes questionsd

Bl Loco and others unbtid I was aure. ‘that they .told me the

-f. him this but buis explained that RLANCO was instructed by Z'-"f'*"”
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truth, Wnat 1 an telling you is what I found out Iron
El Loco, confirred lated through Eliago RO"7Z10, and
confirred in part tlwough questioning others who 'mow
parts of the story but rot all of it. .
Rolando CUBELAS plans to kill Fiédl and Raul CAS RO and
other key ren in the regime. Rolando has a house at
Veradero Beach adjacent to the house of I1del, so 1t 1is
easy for Rolando to ret Fidel anytirme. The idea 1s not
. Just to kill Fidel tut to change everytitpng in Cuba so
,tsRolando has the cooperation ol' other peoplevhose names
I do not know kmx except for El doco Blanco and El Hapo
¥ Robreno and ALMEINPA, Rolanddo is very security consctdus
80 he does not want people involved to know any more than
is necessary. You must understand the danger to these people. :
»what I can tell you now is that El Loco has his faults and :
30 does ROPRRENAO but both worship Rolando and are trustworthy
insofar as he is concerned, El Loco 1s back inside Cuba now, E
El Mago Robreno is in Nadrid and can get ressaces in andout, --:
He 13 responsible for killing many of mz friends and he
kicked their dead bodies afterwards so do not like himand-
maybe later I shall kill him but for now + believe thathe
is useful and can.be trusted for the matters which involve
Rolando and the plot against Fidel CASTRO.

d
urstan

thing because
he needs to knowyo

nee
d or homa

will
Also he might nee

Some of the OIA peopls- are nottrustworthy. This is what
agbothers Rolando CURELAS and El Loco and.El Mago and me too.-
afhis is why Rolando wantz me. to get his message through.
516 wants an answer fast. The message 13 that CUBELAS and

the others with him are able to kill Fidel and others in
he regime, but they need some help and they need to know

hether the CIA and the U,S. Governemnt ate with them and
illing to supnort them op, nobie: ;
olando’ will el dotfile di &

irols InPortant Bécanse: Rolahaéesh?s t he cannot delay
re than three or four months, That is the maximum. Cban
e

curity forces would find out and arrest everyone if there .

$El Loco and El Mago said that on S or 6 June someone is passing
{ithrough ladrid en route from Yrapgue to habena and that this

tperson could earry tho answer to Rolando., They did not say
ghow I should get the answer to El lago but I suprosa I can
¥ly to hadrid to give it in porson and, if you want, oneof

<you oan nocompany me. I myself suspect that Rolando will

move earllier than ln two or three months., I believe that
26 July is a food date because all the chief targets will

D0 agaeribled. 80 it will be oasier to get them all fast, butv
- 'Rolando did not sond me this as hla plan,

El Looco and K1 lnro have aoccoes
-Burope and thase embassies are e
communints and in subversion,
dn Africas Kl Looco and El ta
" valuablo inforrution all along. Yet
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El Loco was in Burope as an officer of Cqﬂan Security. He
: had codss, clphers and microfilm to prove thls a2nd Le showed
£ then to one of jyour peoyle in ladrid. Wwhat better procfdo
’ you want? what did you do about it? lothing. Yet this
: . nman, a merber of Cub~n Security, offered to work as a double
i © for you and he trled to tell you about Rolandot's plot. :
... ... . .Now he is bdk in Cuba. As the result of his frustration
i " over your attitude, he was in terrible mental state when
Y saw him, #ad I been your people in the CIA, I!'d not h ave

. let him return that way. In his upset he could do something
~.S_.....rvash which might blow the whole 0pemt1°n- . .
e m }Lago Robreno 15 a delinquent. he shOt an A!ﬂerican 1nc.uba b .

_ over some private disagreemnet, Fe shot a police officer.
e e . __.y@ beat up his wife, row his ex-wife. This is apart from
hia killings on behalf of CASTRO in the t#ials of counter- .
v __ _____ _revolutionarles, Thls 1s why Fidel wanted Robreno out of-
T T 77 _ Cubas Robreno is a delinquent, a trouble maker and an
embarrassment, In the Cuban embassies in Europe,. they
know this., So they do not want trouble and they see him,

They do not b:lieve. that 1§ conter revolutionary or plotting ..
‘against the regime. He 1is. useful. :

—I1 sent El Mago a ticket so he ‘could travel from Madrid to

faris to see me. This is-because your people in Paris  _ . “-“f
seid that tho¥ could not heXp me get a visa to Spain and TR
- - . because when I tried to enter Spain lllegally I ran into __ '
**—-'--?——'—' trouble and turned back. As I'said bofore, I wanted to

.get confirmation of what E1 Loco had told me._ _El Rf,ago
+gonfirmed everything. '

Now to mention the problems about your people. I must exlain
that these are- indidental to tle real- reason for scein

_ you
L —-———--——-—uhich 1s - to glve you the message from Rolagc}g. I d1d fghthat.
u—»—-—u——«- --Rolande said that he. diad not tru t&-arle W LLIAMSOE and did"

not want to see him even though Williamsg wanted to meet
-ﬁolando when Holando was in Europe last.””I have known ST
o 1111amson] for yenrs, since he was in liabana-and belonged - :
—~—5_to .the Vedado Tennis Club and was diunk by three.p.m. every ~ |~
b .. - 8lngle day, Recently in ladrid he -has-set up a Cuban girl- ‘
SR T ....-._.1n sn aprtment and he got her a job in a Cuban refugre - . 7
AT offiee. She atnle files vb the contents of file ;irom the -
She in working for the regime and [Williamson|foll
- for her, Her nickmnme 1s Tota, This makes not a bit of
...41fference’ to us except that it is further reason that
‘peorle riskirl{é thelr livos agalnat Cusiro do not confide

in[Willlamsoni’> Do not confusg Tota with Boba, anothor
Ouban girlrriond of (Willinmaon¥> Beba is the nieco of
Jullo Loboas Uho 1ia divorccd from a friond of mine. Shr
’fh? boen pgoing with BillinmaoaPdnd she 1s all right.

Willlamson snys that he 1: the QIA ohior tor Bpa.in and o
Afrlca, Some chiofl :

 ‘Ancther ons of your Yooslo whom n "monds do not trunt and
‘whon 2 do not truat arloo "'EP ‘DIHO. lle has a jJowelry -
~shep here In. NY around ) ,7th Strant,

I sole hlnm
_Of ry paintin:n somatime buck. 1'hu is. : lmml w‘h: g:“gillg

e - R T e A A s
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“ .thoy neod not know detalls. - K

to rmalie rmoney anil who wlll do anything for roney. You shrould
"not trust hix hut you do. For cxarmnle, he told you “hathe
=28 trhe confidence of Arb-ssador CAARILLO in ¥aris, that

i.e could tecore better !ricnds with CARUILLO if you supnlied
money with wiiici» to buy confiscated jowelry Aror CARRILLO.
So rou gave EXRXXXXHX the roney, the amount TEFZDIN0O asked
for, TEPEDILO rald less for the fewddry to CARRILLO, TEPEDINO
VA7 rade a nice profit for himself, and CARRILLO thoughtit
all very funny. OCARRILLO told “riends that he knows that
TSFEDILO is working for you CIA people and wontt tell
TSPEDINO anything which CARRILLO does not want you to hear,

CARRILLO told all this to El Loco [LAICO, . . _"_4
Also you should know that TEPEDINO tells you that he agroea o
with you but when ke is with others who criticize vou hetalls i
. them that he agrees with them, %e has heen acting as a e e
supposed interrediary between you and Rolando CUBELAS in :
._ecnnsction with this plot, 4his is btecause CUPELAS trusted __ |
"TEPEDINO as an 61d friend. “et me explain that this _ e
- TEPEDINO 1s an older guy so the friendship 1is not like tthat . !
"between Rolando and myself. e double dated, fought and . -.—fffﬁ
Pplotted together. -This TEPEDINO is differefint . He is out . =~
‘Sut to make money., Hé has been telling Rolando's friends ~ "7 -
over a period of time that he has CIA contacts and can get . S
“"anything needed from the CIA. e has not. come throughe . "7

1_ They want nothing else to do with him.. _ - :ilgai

e

ld;nother of your poople is ﬂ&chg BERNAL who worka lor[TILLIAMSO_]ZLS‘

¥ 3in MNadrid. B3ERNAL Was Cuban military attache ln Japan when i

‘he defected, abaconding with $13,000,: all of which he kept

' ~tor himself and none of which he contributed to the sountor-
-pevolutionary cause. This is the kind of. peraon whom you
~trust gud whom we do: not. Sree R

\—-\—\\

About your Paris people, Bob, Dick and Maureen who is Dick's

secretary, there 1s no complaint in particular. HNaureen

-does not Jmow when she is being kidded, Luls TRASENCOS and - - i

. Bl Loco BLANGCO saw her in Paris, Thoy jokingly asked ifshe Pt

; or the Soviets for twice what you people are . Ceies

. -She paled and swallowed tho story. After !

-El Loco told me the story, I-talked o Maureen. I oonfirmed . {

1%, lMaureen 13 the go-between for Luls Trasencos and P

-Dioke The problam 1s that we can't he sure that we can" get

ths story from /Rolando CUBELAS to tue CIA chiets by using 1
our Paris people. We don't want Luis T:ASENCOS or Luil L e et
ERNANDEZ to know more than they neaed, 'This i3 :just goed

~.;.locur1ty. They kmow enough about the genornl plo.n but.

."....'.;.‘."i_.._'.-..?;.

Uthore who know quita a bit are ARTIME AND hia alda, qu:nwunosu

% .don't think it godd that AUTIIE should. be too inVOlvudbut W%
- +QUBELAS noeded somo holp. OUBELAS mot both ARTIIE nnd :
~ TEPEDINO in LBurope, 'Thoy agreed on a. fow refarencs points 4
on the north coaat of Cubo 22 pesaible exfiltrntlon plucen :
- from which ARVLIME could plok up QUBLLA3? paoople 1if something !

" goos wrong. _Also.-ARTIME gave somothi :
8UBhLAS took baok to Ouba in his bag.ns 6 ’?BELAS whioh =
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- 1'do not lnow whether it wos a .adio or not but yon people

‘.;ought to see to it trat CLZELAS does have a radic so he can
i conmmricate with you.

"A 1ittle .about myselr. 1 have sorie money. My family managed .
. to get quite a bit out of Cuba. We are trying te get the.
' ‘ rest of the family, my grandwmother and my uncle out. Thhey
™ live at 15th and Linea in Vedado, “abana. 'y grandmother is

Juana IRIVARREN and my uncle is Pedro HERNAXDEZ, They are _,
supposed to have gotten visas for Spain :nd to be getting
2o o-exit permits but we have been hearing this for some time. T
e I used my own money to buy passage for El Mago between

- : Madrid and *aris and to pay my own expenses. - Rt
< [ P
Faa- 'l)/a; B ha 0 does not work but his girl, Sonia by whom he has a -
. ohild, 1s working as a dancer in-Spaln sc he dees prettywell
- jthere on her earnings. lils wife and two children are in

'iani now.- His father, a rine guy and good newsman, 1s
ow York someplace.., :

R
-

d I have done my part in getting word to youe. *f you wantme

to do something, let-me know. If 4 get any. further word
1111 got in touch with the FBI here, Frank O'BRIEN, and he
will let you know so you can meet:me. I have told all of
this only to INS, the FBI and you. .I.an mt going'to say - -
lrctvthing to nnyone elg8, .. I T ST AT S dl

e L T

ACTION:
SR

I shall discuss with EILLIAI SOI\] o3 . ' ' o
~-Fpank 0'Brien will notify us if he gets further word, . |
“-If you want to test this by sending (via E1 Maggo
S : '='—(-u.nsavon{ though he be) a message %o CUBELAS that we -

2 ~“'f "certai y are in favor of helping those who are

. ‘trying to make Cuba free but that we want him to ~ =~~~ 7
7 gend someone responsible with full details befrere °

._we make committmpnts, you can send me a cable while ~~~ 7

1 am over in ladrid. As stated before, the file makes
_an of this seem a ball of wax,

» The foreguing T .

* ascount speaks for itself. liaybe the CUBELAS boya - - {73 ...
(2 Wii_gpe gincere and will act, maybe they are just . -t
wO-aowsd 4alking, maybe this is a provocation. If you want L

—.____to. find out all that El Mapo knows, it probably

'TT' ? %111 bo nogossary Tor a stafier to spend time with
- ~.him, The."adrid Station was not dispose

_~f this ‘yhen I was thore last,..

i m»‘

o E5PIosh, vmﬂi ..
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