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28 February (963

MEMORANDUM
Garrison Investigation of Kennedy Assassination:

" SUBJECT: g
Allegations of Involvement, CIA and Cuban

entitled “Possible DRE Animus Toward President Kennedy' and dated .

6 March 1967. At that time Mr. Thomas had recently returned froin a

tour of duty in Yugoslavia. While there he had read about the Warren
Commission's investigation and had noted the prc-sssassination encounter
in New Orleans between Carlos Bringuler of the Student Revolutionary -
Directorate (DRE) and Lee Harvey Oswald. He vecalled his own dealings i
in Miarm{ with the DRE a ClA-subaldized group. He considered the .
DRE iembers whorn he knew to be unpredictable and untrustworthy. . He. == -4
speculated as to whether DRE elements could have been involved in the ;
He recommended that CIA investigate this
Thomas was assigned to Miamli

l. Mr. Calvin Thomas of the SB Division wrote a memorandum i
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Kenncdy assassination.

possibility if it had not already done so.
from July 1962 to August 1963. Neither CI/R&A nor 5B has a retention .

copy of the memorandum. but Ms. Thomas is stiil at Headq\mrters.

———i

2. N'r. Arthur Dooley of CI/R&A dlscuucd thls matter with the
Iollwing :nembers of V H/COG ’

interest in the DRE had been made known to the office of the
Attorney General by letters ‘of 9 January and 13 April 1953
addreeaed to J. Walter Yeagley. The earlier letter said, in
part, ‘“The DRE is of interest to this Agency which sponsors
and s\ippdrta its propaganda and fntelligence collection activity
in the Western Hemisphere . . . as the DRE is not a group

' under coraplete Agency control, the above does not insure that C
: they will not undertake lsolated paramilitary operaticns’ “without ;

f _ prior notification.

. b. Messrs, (Howard B.-u.ba.if.cr then recently returned (
(rom a tour of the M;a: m;:Sla;on, and Carl Trettin, DC of the - -

¢t Branch,: WH/COG, who knew Bringuier and was stationed
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T a. Mlu Margaret Forsythe. She stated that CIA's i
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in New Orleans at the time of the Oswald- <Bringuier °

' con{rontations in Augunt 1963. It was concluded that — R

‘Oswald was mever a member of the ‘DRE, which in fact ’ - ‘, i '

. rejected him, and that the DRE was not involved {n the ' S B
i ".',__'asuulna.uon._ _ , : N

- 3 ‘Ia Aprﬂ l9.61.the~und slgned showed a copy of the Thomas ©
) memoundum to Mr. {Tom k‘lore‘\? ‘then C/WH/COG, who considered
that it reflected ixmdeq\mt'“‘hiformatlon and bias. It was agreed,
.. "mevertheless, that the _charges which District Attorney James Garrison :
- was then beginding to level against anti-Castro’ Cubans and this Agency o
’ neceseitated careful checking. , o

4. The first report in the CI/R&A series on Garrison, 26 April
.. 1967, llated 8even Cuban refugees then linked to the case (Sergio S :
"“ARCACHA Smlth. Carlos BRINGUIER, Jullo BUZNEDO, Manuel GARCIA i
Gonzalez, Pascual GONGORA, Miguel Silva TO‘LRES. and Carlos 1
_QUIROGA.) It requeat‘ed any additional WH/COG {nformation about them
S _and about the following groups: tha Cuban Democratic Revoluuonary
! .. Front, the DRE, the Information Council of the Americas, and any other.
" anti- Castro .groups acuve in the New Orleans'area. The request added;
“Information about CIA relationships with the aboveé-named groupe should
" not be' restricted to.New Orleans but’ should also lnclude Miami and other =
o areas to which Garrison's lnvesugauons may lead. " Information was ‘
.! : also requested on Edward S. BUTLER, Alberto FOWLER Emilio ' !
; L bANTANA, and a parainilitary training site at Lake Pontchartrain. By :
emoxandum forwarded on 8 May 1967 the then AC/WH/COG, Mr. ’?
oo . Willlamson,/provided the requested information and added, "WH/COG
: wlll “continue to review all material that may contain information pertinent
to this subject and will forward such information to CI/R&A on a priority

busis. "

' . S. Since that date CI1/R&A has prepareda scries of reports on :
) the Garrison case. All of these have been forwarded to WH/COG. In }

turn, WH/COG has provided additional inforination from its own files o

and those of the Miami Station, to which it has addressed several inquirles.

. 6. CI/R&A is currently compiling a separate list of all Cubans
-{as well as other Latin Americans) whose names have been linked to the
Garrison investigation. This list will be forwarded to WH/COG with a
request for checks if it contafns any identities not previously traced
against thelr files {including those of JMWAVE)..
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reported that .

: ‘7' 'l‘he problem arising from Garriuon'- charges of Agency

'lnvolvemont In ‘the ‘assassination is compou.nded by the ‘nature of -

"Bome of: our formet Cuban operauons which’ resulted. ln a:form o(
indlrect auocla on. For example. Garrison has aought without. .
' 'oucceas to ‘extradite Serglo ARCACHA ‘Smith froni Dallas. - FBI reportlng

t-accordlng to Layton Patrick Martenl. :

lnk-b iween Arcacha ‘and CIA. However. WH/COG i:a.
Arcacha'was -rthe delegate of the Frente: Revoluclonarlo
Democratico (FRD) in New Orleans before. the - Bay of Pigs. that he
maintained regular postal contact with FRD headquarters in Mlaml.

that the: FRD and the Cubaa’ Revoludonary Council were supported by
- “CIA, and-that funds wera supplied to the head of- these gtoups, Dr. Jose

MIRO Cardona. Connequently Arcacha may have-believed that hla
activitiea in New Orleans were CIA -supported. This’ phenomenon of -

-lndlrect aaaociauon appears in other cascs as weu and may well underlie
.some of Garr!son '8 accusationa. . .. : ‘

8. B (3 La suggeated that C/WH or his. representatlve might.

.proﬂtably query Mr, Thoman about the allegations summarized in .

paragraph 1, above. Although the date for the trial of. Clay ‘Shaw has'

" not been aet. it ls plainly drawing closer.. Once it starts, the newspapers

will carry a flood of accusations, old and new; and it would be Judicloua
to be prepared: in advance.
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