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| DISPATCH 773#_________
j'u ■ Chief, WU Division
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1 Activities of Juan ftiillo KWIES Portuondo, Cuban
1 Exile and Opposition Leader
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■' :?;'r_____________I

m -or - tenia onti~ “J
MAlUtO INOIHNO |
NO MOtlING ItQUIttD |

I . None; for information X
KOtJUNG CAN W AlOGfO I
•T OUAUfUO HQ. DISK ONIV 1

1. Joan tiniliJC’IUNEZ Portuondo, Cuban politician andNHplomat during the 
regime of Fulgencio BATISTA, who is now in exile anoyegarded as a 
leader of the opposition to the revolutionary government of Fidel CASTRO 
Hue, cane to Panama from Lima on 10 October 1959 and left for Guatemala 
on 19 October-1959* ' ' ---------------------

2. The sensationalist press notices (Attachment. A) that appeared in La 
Hoc Ion, a Panama City daily tabloid whose oppositionist policies carry 
over to pro -CASTRO /Cuban revolution editorial comment and reporting, 
constitute the extent of local publicity for NUNEZ Portuondo's visit 
here. However, the local ODIBEX intelligence reporting unit acquired, 
and reported on 27 October 1959 to its superior office, this office, and 
local ODACID, information (Attachment B) attributed directly to NUNEZ 
Portuondo.

3.

0$

u.

It undoubtedly was NUNEZ Portuondo's sojourn in Panama and his meeting I
with government officials that contributed to expressions of concern by ’ I 

{Station liaison] sources over Cuban policy toward Panama. One manifestation I
of that concern was a report (Attachment C) that the head of the. J Ij.4!

| of HYFRACE~|addressed to the Minister orGovern- I
ment and Justice. “ ~ _ I

01 j Itf " T 7 I
WienfHTPOTHESIS-Sjpassed jthe Statippj.a copy of ^Ls'chiefQ report, he I
said that the source of the information was SANCHEZ (fnujwhota he I
described as a BATISTA exile living in Panama City; and SANCHEZ' source I
was a person who travels between Panama and Cuba. When passing Mie I
report? ^fPCXniESIS^Jsaid also that SANCHEZ hod a connection with NUNEZ I 
Portuondo whom thefHfH’AC?]S/ganization regarded as the head of the Cuban I 
opposition, and that NUNEZ Portuondo had informed President Ernesto DE LA I 
GUARDIA Jr. and Hector VAIDES Ferrabone, Minister of Government and I
Justice, that strong action against Panama was being planned in Cuba. I
After an initial end several follow-up queries to]HYP0fHESIS-3\for identi- I
fication of SANCHEZ, JorPOTHESIS-Op after several days of checking, af- I
firmed that he had learned that the person in question was JoselSANCHEZ I 
Raal£ez^_idiom[Stationiecords show is a former lieutenant in the Cuban I
National Police, (who came to Panama on 19 January 1959 (reported in: I

£ACfh3O3). ’ -

Edward G. Bensing

9 November 1959

Attachments: A,B,C, (as noted)

Plscribution:
3-HiqrS w/atts. A,3,C.
1 -COS Sabana w/atts. A,B,C.
.’-Files w/atts. A,3,C.
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i\uiiez Portitoiulo Orgaitizd Aqui 
El Moviniieulo Contra E. Castro

‘ I.A c’tidad de hinami ha atdo ercogida co mo eje <» cenhn de la c<Httrarevr>lucidn cubana,
dirtgida por el cunocid© lider batultano Emilio N 6n*« Pmteundo, Kgun datoa logradoa j conftr* 
madoi hoy poi “I.a Nation”.

El ifftor'Nmaci Poriuondo, ampliament* ccnocido m Panama, donde actud como Embaja- 
dor de Cub* durante.varioi ano*. pcrmanecio *iete dta* como Lurrped del Hotel £1 Panama. den* 
tro del mn* rigwioao incognito, aunque luvo oporiunidad d* ertablecrr contacto con ciertu rector 

- - d« la prenaa national que nunc* ha detnoatrado »*ivp*lia hacia la revolution del Or. Fidel Cat
1 tro en la republic* antillana.

Persona* rcnocedora* da la aituacidn poll lira Cuban* conaiderao qua la preaida del Cobier* 
' no do Waahington ha logrado eliminar a I* ciudad de Miami como cenlro de cotuparacioq contra

1 el actual Gobifoo de Cub* por-lo quo en tuning* r »e e&i-ofui a Panama.
Como er natural, »e tupona que nurttro Gobieruo y eobre Iodo lor rervlcioe do hrtellgeoda 

^fe la <M»*rdia NaciOnt! y I* Secret* ertuvieroo enterador da I* prerencia eo ouoatra capital y de 
^^laa aclrvfdader d«»arrt>Hadar por el tedor NuAe» P^rluoodo.



P«w oil* p*rl< •< ixilci ou«- C>nl»<lo» Ho- 
gado* a«>tr.riura«e’»le a Pan*»i»a. imcwMn tf**’***’ 
rw« pa<a la com yea dr do* u»i« d- !««
cualr» rttatia ul»»cad* rn Clurtqui r fa a1'* 
la region de Sor*. poMacuwi ^ituaJa **» rl • 
rregimiento de Rejoco.

t.a« (uenlcc tnfatinanle* dijeroti qw Hhv 
cionet ctnaa&da* de la* rrrien HrgxJo*. (ii4>raa 
^sae Lay la talmenm de d rd tear e»<* f«nca»r 
*puN>4trornte a! cult*v<* d* lab*CX pera yve la 
iAVEbcido pocl at I* de ulncar do* potralvi 
rtt deide la cual i«uc«ar I* rampan* |ra»*. a 
pew KxrAe* r*rtr«od<5, centra rl eobwrn? re *- 
luctonarie de Cub&» A

SE INSTALARAN EN PANAMA PARA 
COMBATIR AL GOBIERNO DE CUBA

Alrededo* de dieciaeta peraonaa —“pi'*ww»- 
nrnt*» figuraa duranle la dicta Jura de Batuta — 
arr*fear*>n antier a Panama. Fuentra eaUaefi. 
stales in^ormaron qu« e»tre ea«* prrtoma* «« 
eneventra el «'*mow torturador Ventura, qaiea* 
w dey*> entrever e* el jef t del grvpo r« w»n He- 
gadu.

Ta llegada del grv. » rn referemia (rarw, 
tegur hw informante», re jcion rou la campina 
traraJa pe« *1 •* dor Nune* Portuondo
par* m«««bat*r el regime:* de Fidel Catlro. la- 
bo* q«>e de ja» a ft*!a du«*n|e *u incognita per- 

romo huerped ue| Hotel Panama H*l-

Da j^acidn



• (C) On & October 1959, ocnfitentiol stairc— of V'» oftttse held so interview
with Ju-. tellio MUMS ***t«xtao, leadsr of its Cuban pended etales. Alenpretant

I was Kr, teftel Garcia te*a>re, Clteu *m«l»lav of ten— anU honorary Consol of ■ ' 
Penaaa La Fbrt Lauderdale, Florida* 1te following InfomaUoo was furnished by KUKBZ 
during tin lator/ievi

Dr, EUtflCZ initiated tte ocareroatioa by stating that KB had Just oospleted
. a tour of iXtru, Chile, Arepatlna, Uruguay.end Bratal during which BS established ;- 

perscual contact with tin HrwaldenUJ, Amid forces' Isadora, end otter perocselitlea 
of tte afhraaontlanitd cxnutrlee In an effort to enlist ttelr noml and notarial 
support In hl a endeavor*.

* tn teru, Pr—ldant taiual Prado infoxmd Dr, KUVEZ that hl a Govemssnt io 
very perturbed by tte activities of tin Suten dlpicuata in font. The foruviea 
OcnrenaMUt nos able to detemlne that a recent strike staged by baoX vortorn received 
financial support froa tte Cuban tebassy tn Una.

ta Chile, President Jorge Al—candrt ocnplalnod of nsddllag by Cttoaa I
diplosats In tte tabor'and pc—Z nrrresaata of that country. I

President Arturo Frondiid, of AruontXna advised hr. 8UBEZ that tte ' • ' I 
repercustanas of tte Ctftxan revolution are already being felt in ttet country, os* I 
peatally anoug students, peasants and sorters. B» Argmttae Secretary of Vhr, I 
Ooataral (Ret.) Alberto larehar, told Dr. MB(SS that, in Ma opinion, tte United I
States too but two choices in Cute< Tb get rid of tte Pldsl Qtstro reglaa now, by I 
fbroe if aaoessaryi or fight Sovlot troops on Cdban eoll in tlt» future. I

Bte Srexillan President, JusceLtoo KdbltBctek, expressed alaaa fbr tte . I
la^blltty of tte United states Oovesaaut to dlspoco or tte px—snt Cuban regtee, I
which is tte sain source of unrest in tte western fiDtisptero* I

Dr. BJWEi stated that ths Presldente of tte abovwssntlooed countries and I 
ttelr sllltary and dlptoMatlc 1—ten Indicated that they are willing to support tte . I 
{halted States la soy wve, whether it te isLlltary, dlplcantic or econcslc, that would I 
eradicate fbrever tte throat of cssaualat — represented by tte Fidel Cnatro regtae* I

Dr. K3C5Z oentisssd by raying that te tea an oppolnttsent with tte Pr—ident I 
of teasst, Bns—to de la Quardta, Jr., in which te would infoxa tte Presidsst that I 
praparsticas are telng iste ia CUba for a new Invaaton of Fanssu This ttse tea I 
iafflteesQ tall be better 9<julpp8d end cn^nlsed than during tte 111"fated lending I 
st Rayu Coloreds la April 1959. I



RftJacTi BSKZ fortuondo. Dr. Bslllo (U) 87 Cat 99
601-^01-39 - ■■ ..'•,.\'‘"'

Xn regard to the Internal situation Ln Cute, Dr. KQCCZ stated that tto 
soontry la under the tightest of dlotatorahlpo. Free enterprise la fast disappear* ■■ < 
lag and state-controlled scaoasy i> taking tto place. Aatl«Ualted States propaganda 
is evident ereryvtere. Sori at agents are operating freely throughout tto eomtry 
and are openly infiltrating tbs Aneed Forces, Gavernaent agencies «s^i the props^nfia 
K&dla. Jfas Cuban capital baa beocos tto nev headquarters of the Soriot apparatus vtota 
ala is to subvert all of Latin Aaerioa.

Dr. nJVKZ further stated that "he is continuously furnishing infbnsatioa pore 
talning to the Canrunlet activities in Cubs to CTOID t tat
this agency decs not seen to realise the gravity of the situation'. B expressed dio- i
appoiateent for the leek of asci.stance EH Is receiving frat CDACO - J I
error, EZ3 eon teats vitb representatives of XUBAAK, CDENVT __

; and CDEARL " have bcea aore encouraglngit ';-;

Zhe anti-Castro orepal ration which Dr. MAiZZ heads has 20,000 parti tans laatto 
CUba uniting for wepons with vid ch to start a revolt. The groat majority Of these 
parti sans ore foiwr wtabero of the disbanded Cuban tegular Anted Forces. Dr. KOOK* 
organisation has sufficient funds to purchase enough voapona in Spain to am ttoae 
groups) however, the Spanish Govemrout will not release tbs weapons until the United 
States OovensBent gives its approval.

Tha French Govunraent has offered Dr. KUUEZ facilities to train perocunal Ln 
the islands of Jtartini^ue or Gnadaloui» in ths French West Indies. Ths Govornssanta 
of Gu&teetala and Poncas bsrve also mde slnUnr often. itovevnr, Dr, SUX8Z believes that 
any anad invasion of Cuba at toe present tla» 16 bound to fail because the Cuban people 
are being thoroughly indoctrinated and subjected to a very intensive propaganda progrta . 
by the Castro regisn, while ths opposition ban been oonpletely gagged. ftp. BUKSZ farther 
Stated that he also believes that any revolt will fail unless the Cuban people are sate 
eo^alumt of what la going on behind the aceneo and the threat that the Craws <rt st la- 
filtration naans to Cuba and her future. Dr. GUXEZ said that, prior to any nilitary 
operation, the Cuban people mat to subjected to a cantbuioua eounton-propagta^ bazsage, 
Ln addeh the activities of tha Soviet agents and ttolr protectors and eollsboretors are 
exposod. KU a propsgaata euat also attetspt to destroy the nyth vtaiaktaBbeen created, 
around Fidel Castro's personality. In order to eceaupllsh this project. Dr. MJQQC 
azQanlsatian needs urgently a radio station powerful enough to cover the entire Cuba 
territory. B» Oovenment of toa Dcolalcen Bepublic, through its radio stations, is 
already conducting that type of propaganda. „ tevaver, the Danini can efforts are 
Ineffective betaMss of the dontanpt in ufaieh the Cvtena bold anything Dcolnlo&a end, 
therefore, the propaganda originating in tto Dosdalsan fispUhlic is oolf-taftating.

Esa Govennenta of Quatecala and Fraasa have offered Pr. JKDOS ttolr 
OMlstaaoe la operating thia radio statlca froa their dtanthtaf. fiowrar. Ft inn has 
been ruled out toesuae of Its proxlnity to the United States podticos in tto Canal 
Zero. Dr. EtDSZ does not desire to use radio facLlitiee ultMa tto aonttnsatal United 
States to preclude BXS organisation being branded as a tool of tto United States or any 
latentatiaaal etaanasuent to the United States Gorerasnt. Qd Ideal solution to this 
problra would be a 50,000 uatt stort wave- radio txsnssltter Installed aboard a ship 
sLaLlar to those used by tto Voloe of Zaarlca in Ito broadcast besned to the Iron 
Curtala oonhtrliM. (8-3)

- r T1’ •• * * AHACHXSNT B To fepi}9938
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SBWBT: sum Portucste, J*, &dlto (V) tT Ort 39
wx-3oa-59 \ •

(C) Thia sssettag esa affbcted at tin ausgootioa of Dr. SwsirSo Caanooj i&afrtar 
of /ortloo during the adninlatratloa of deposed Cohan President PulgeaSo jnttrta. >r» 
Careseo la molding an axils in Panacea. (&»1)

(U) Q£, MKBCABXB COasaSfi Br. fallla EUHJEX fortucedo la a ooa of tte late 
Oetkeral talllo Bt=o«, cna of the bemee of tte Cubna revolutfcnaxy isro a^tfnrt 
Spain. Sr. SBK& Lao boon a CoagroaaMn and a Senator in Cuba esvural tiasa* 
A^aaoador to Panassa, and Chief of tte Cutes Delegation to tte United Satloas ;
fnm iy5a to 192&. HX van Fxcaldant of tte Security Council during tte Ihnngirtaa i
nrrolt. !
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TRAKSUTICK

22 October 1959

ccxypEyrm report

W« have learned from a good and reliable source that the Cuban government 

la thinking of discharging 5,000 members of the revolutionary a ray at the 

end of November or beginning of December 1959, ?he end purpose of tHis la to 

have the discharged ran take part in invasions of Panama and the Dcainlcan 

Republic, the Cuban government "could not be blamed for such actions, sines the 

men would not be menbers of the regular Cuban dray* The Invasions will be 

carried out simultaneously, in order to obstruct any quick action by the 

Organisation of American States (OAS)*. The same "source indicates that 3,000 

well-armed men will take part in the invasion of Panama, and that the men 

will come hero under the cotmdhd of Coesaander Ernesto ("Che") GUEVARA, who 

it appears received precise instructions while bn his trip to Egypt* It 

appears that intentions are first to take over Panama, and, after that, to u 

undertake an international eanqpaign for NATIONALIZIEQ-the Panama Canal, For 

the latter campaign, they will have tie support of several Latin American and 

several European countries, as well as of several Panamanian political groups, 

including the Tercer PartIdo Nacicnalista which already has declared itself 

In that regard. The same source indicates that, before the invasions come about 

there will be an open publicity campaign to pave the way and to produce 

internal upheavals in Panama and the Dominican Republic. It appears that the 

invasions will receive material, financial, and other support from the 

Venezuelan.government, 

NOTO I This information can be verified by /fBPRDeT intelligence services 

and £acid7 offices in the countries concerned. In tine, it will be seen 

if the actions noted at the beginning of this report have happened, and, if 

ao, it will irxiicate that the rest will come about in due course. The 

informant tells us that Cuba, Venesuelan, and Panamanian Communists will taka 

a very active part in everything.


