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case VI\"V Blanco

Juring his university days. vo e, w10 is now RAl's Lecretary for
Stulent Youth, was a well anowr Juran studen® lead:sr, :ha yig later te

doavw the first president of the FEU after castro care %W power.

As 8 student leader &n 1653 PIINTE Qas elected rreaident of the
Hava Tniversity Student Union. At that time he and his brother, doberto
0% 1nto trouole with Batista, 30 in 1955, when Datista closed the
univarsity, PUINTE continued to conspire against Batista and eventually
had to eycape to Venesuela in order to save his neck. 'e subsequently i
cane t the Uy S. In 3 he ieft the U'S wd found his way into the
Escadray nountains where he joined anti-latista forces, not necessarily
Castro furces, for there were rany R anti-Batista gro.ps in the nountain

a% that iime, e did, however, join Castro forces as the caspalign

TR neared its clirax. :
returned

After the successful revoit, FULNTE JOSRERR-RItOw
to ¥ava University to continue his law studies. He was elected the

FYU rresident in a close eiection apainst studenis backed by Casiro,

After yraduation PUENTE worxed with INIT, a Cuban Tourist Comnisaion,

Mt in late 1952 he becane convinced that the Castro moverent
was "not for him" and sceon bezan . conapire apainst Castro,

T2 early 1960 ¥uNTE went underpround and reportedly stayed sub
rosa 2%l the Bay of [iys invasion a$ which tire he came out to assist
i :.*e. uorising, However, Iin the ensi:ing @EEEmy rounduy of oprosition
fFreps, Jose and ni3 brother, Rorsarto, were caught and imrrisonsd,
Lecording 0 FUNTT, he tried to escare twice and was capht both
tir-s,

_ATcer ne~~ly nine nenths Lu iriscn, Jose and his brether,

Satert: oava preleased by Jastro as he resuit of direet intervention

oy “celma timy, lepucy %o t.e .z2mwanian la icnal .ssembly arnc
extricriinarily pro-<Jastro, w10 was Irrroacied br- Sente's rotaer in
¢ v\ .- A silea to sir, to Lry t2 et har < ng frea-, in March
1307, €88y .1 boys vere releaseu an. re roe(.. -ce- .mmed gm vtk
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Corzentst
Ona could prmhably and rerhars properly LIFER that Jose 1is
& Castro agent, bud aside from the episode dealing with his release )
at the henest of Thelma King, and the rerort that he carried
vith hinaiter his release fron prisen, 150 s:ﬁ::lar&hips[ which
arpe-rs to have sone sicnificance, there 1s no conclusive evidence
pointing toward Jose's involvement,im rast or present, with Castro's
gecurity apparat. l
___There 1s, however, considerably nore evidence that he is not
an agert of cast.mx‘ For exaxples
" 1. He has fought against Castro and was izprisoned by hine
- 2. &w’i{e has reportedly dencunced Thelna King openly.
3. %He does not get along with his brother Jorge, who
13 tied in with Piniero. '
h. He has broadcastéd anti-Castro and anti-Batista
propaganda fr'cm Rad%o CIE\.\'.“IL, a panamﬁ%an station.
5. St P_le’,‘{; ';n‘(.;-;:agt;o, Aaii-Communist and pro-
democratic and that his actions, accarding to Jose,
since 1953 should speax far thenselves, includirng
his actions and propaganda worx against Castro since

his arrival in the United 3t-tes,

I don't b.-lieve I'n that naive to thirk that Jose's
actions to date coulu not be part of a pre-arranged plan, but
the evidence availahle points in the other direction.

I do su;pest &F® -0 possible alterﬁatives, the first of which
I prefer: .

1, Apprise Ray of this inferraticn and let him determine

Puante's bona fides; cauticn him to be ciscreet with his future plans
an avoid tellirg FITWTE

-

2. Lrt us deternine PUTNTE's boan fides by re-tracirg,

including Sureau checks and 220/7 files, Deteraine his relationsaip

vith Jorpe in Jwa and atte- % o astertain waether e is

arq niausihle
corresponding with nim. If uesirec fwe coula zmx begin a rail
intercert. In lin: with your tho.gats re net being an intell

unit for A, I xraxerexthe suppest e fcrmer rroposat,

.



