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SECRET

Chief/FIOB

J. P. Meredith

SLOBCDA, Vladimir 
£>50565

30 September 1965

1. At the request of the Deputy Chief, SRS, 3 sunaary has been 
prepared concerning Vladimir SLOBODA, Polish-born United States Any 
enlisted nan who defected on 2 August i960 and was granted political 
asylua by the USSR.
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2. The following background Information concerning SIOBODA was 
obtained from Arsy Chief of Staff Intelligence (ACSI).

SDOBGDA was born In Podkamlen, Poland, on 7 January 1927 
where he attended elementary and high school until 19:3. He was 
employed In the office of the mayor in Podkamlen from January 19^3 
to September 19*3 • At this tine the German Any occupied Poland 
and SJZ5BGDA was sent to Germany as a forced laborer for the period 
September 19 ’3 to May 19-5. When the war in Europe ended in June 
19' 5 SLOBQDA returned to his heme tn PodLkamlen and was apprehended 
by the Russians. SWBCfDA stated he vae Interrogated and forced to 
work for the KKTO in Brandenburg, Germany, as a Russian and Gerson 
interpreter/translator until May 19 <6. He escaped in May 19'.6 and 
-..eut to Western Germany where he was placed in a DP camp in Kassell, 
Gencxny. SZOBCDA resained in the DP cemp until February 19^.8 when 
he emigrated to England under the sponsorship of the Agricultural 
Committee, Isis of Wight, England. Be returned to Germany in July 
1952 to obtain information relative to alien enlistment in the U.S. 
Regular Any and was accepted for enlistment under this program in 
April 1953• SLOBQDA entered the United States as an alien enlistee 
soldier in Hovember 1953 and was assigned to Fart Dix, Hew Jersey, 
for basic training. Upon completion of his basic training he was 
assigned to the 525th MI .Group at Fort Bragg, Sorth Carolina. Bis 
duties with the unit was that of a language Instructor in German 
and Russian plus being an interpreter/translator in the sane 
languages. SDOBODA became a naturalized citizen on l'» August 1953 
and the same month was assigned to the 513th MI Group with duty 
station at Frankfurt, Germany. This was his place of assignment 
when he defected.
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3. According to ACSI, SUJBODA wns Investigated in 1952, 195 
1956, 1957 «nd 195' with favorable results. Ar. part of each Investi
gation s polygraph examination was given. The only deception on 
SDOBCfDA's part revealed by investigation and polygraph -as established 
in 195* by his adslBclon that he had married in England on 12 February 
1953 prior to bls enlistment In the U.S. Arm/ wider the alien program. 
After becoming a U.S. citizen on 1« August 195 * 3IXJB0DA vas granted a 
final type EEuKET clearance on 21 August 1958.

U. Investigation by the Army revealed that:

a. EIOBCDA telephoned hie wife on 2 August 19o0, stating he 
might not return heme, and on « August he sent his wife 2000'Wat 
German Marks (about $500.00). On 9 August he sent hla wife a 
post card poetnarXed Berlin stating "take care of yourself and 
children—go home to mother, I'll try to help you in England." 
An interview with his wife revealed he was depressed over gambling 
losses estimated to be about $1000.00.

h. . SLOBOTA had purchased a round trip plane' ticket to Berlin 
from Cologne on 2 August, PAA Flight 6^2/43.

e. Members of SlZTBODA’s unit revealed that his gambling and 
indebtedness were reported to his superior in March or April i960 
and that SLOBODA was counselled and directed to get bis personal 
affairs in order. Be borrowed $300.00 from the American Express 
Ccnpany and appeared to be complying with the instructions of his 
superior.

d. cDOBCDA performed clerical duties in the Publications 
Procurement Section of the Collection end Dissemination Battalion 
of the 513th MI Group.

ASSESaflEBT 0? DAMAGE RESUMING FROM DEFECTION OF SI0BODA

5. In August i960 Col. Frans ROSS, Chief of the 513th MI Group, 
made the following suraonry concerning SDOBCEA:

a. Access to classified Information limited to priority HI 
collection of publications.

b. Duties confined to classifying, filing and listing of 
publications collected overtly. Did not contact sources for 
material. Did ease translating of documents. His dirty was least 
sensitive in unit.
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c. Can give nothing of value to Soviets except personality 
data re Cairo King personnel, which data in Col. IMCB's opinion 
they get anyway froe people they place in Carap King—»_rienfelde 
Stream.

d. Duties did not bring him in contact with Collection and 
CZ personnel.

6. Col. BOSS reported a discussion with a Capt. MEIifDCOFP, 0-2, 
V Corps, wherein MEUiIKJF? indicated that SLOBODA was an officer in 
Polish Intelligence prior to defecting from Poland, adding that thia 
ns ecsson knowledge at Fort Bragg where SIOBODA was stationed from 

1951* to I958.

(HOTS: Thia allegation appears to lack any fnctwl. basis, Judging 
by the results of five beckground investigations of SLQBCHA and five 
polygraph interviews by the Arsy between 1952 and 1953. Other sources 
indicated no record of StflBCDA's being connected with Polish Intel
ligence.)

7. One Captain Jack MANNING, U.S. Army, stated in Frankfurt on 
2 September i960 that he knew SIOBCDA well as a member of his (MANNING'S) 
Section 525 MI Group at Fbrt Meade, Maryland, in 195? and that SI0BODA 
then had access to considerable personality Information concerning 
Any Intelligence.

SlfiBODA's KNOWLEDGE OF CIA PERSONNEL
-—-p--------------

8. yiGeorjje W. FBKEY, CIA staff employee assigned to the
j*Genoan Stationjfroia 1956 to 1962, stated in October i960 that as early 
as March i960 SZOBQDA knew him by his true name. [FINNEY)caw SLOBCDA 
about three times in the latter's office concerning the acquisition of
basic Intelligence materials such as East German telephone books, city 
plana, etc. mTOlEfJq«r?tioned other CIA employees concerning their 
knowledge of eJOBOtiA. Nene had any personal contact with him bgt all 
felt that they had seen him at the Camp King coffee bar. |?DfiOfY~}'Z)^ 
thought it conceivable that -LOBODA could have learned thetrue names 
of CIA employees at Camp King.

POSSIBLE RECRUTRffiNT ATTEKOT BY SLOBCDA

9. The following information was extracted from U.S. Army Counter
intelligence Summary, dated 15 February 1961, concerning tv’s approach 
operations against USAESSS personnel by Soviet Intelligence Services (SIS).
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'The t-.-o mos* recent SIS recruitment operations were directed 
against a warrant officer and n Deportment of the Any Civilian 
nss:rned to USAREUR intelligence in West Berlin. Both tipps’seehes 
•.ere made .rith letter:; delivered outside normal postal channels 
ar..' -..ere preceded by telephone calls stating that the letters bad 
been delivered. The letters invited the USAREUR personnel to attend 
ceetlng.-. in East Berlin with Soviet representatives. Both were 
promised substantial payments if they agreed to cooperate. If the 
offers vaere refused, alleged operational errors connltted by both 
Individuals would be reported to USAREUR intelligence authorities. 
The method of authentication employed in both cases involved stags 
broadcast et a certain time over the Group of Soviet Forces, 
Germany (GGFG) radio facilities. The phraseology and contents 
indicated that the letter had been prepared by the sane agency and 
possibly written by the sore person. The similarity to earlier 
approach letters, tentatively identified as having been written by 
the Comittee for State Security (KGB), suggests that the KGB was 
also involved in these operations.

''’Hie lead on. the civilian employee apparently was provided by 
USAREUR intelligence defector Vlad imir SIXJBODA, who deserted in 
August i960 and sought asylum in the USSR. The initial telephone 
call advising that the letter had been delivered is also believed 
to have been made by SLSBSDA. The lead on the warrant officer -.‘as 
probably obtained by the SIS from Polish Intelligence which suc
ceeded in neutralising several sources handled by the warrant 
officer. The information was presumably forwarded to the KGB by 
Soviet intelligence advisors working -.dth the Polish cervices.'

COSCWEIOIT

10. It is not known whether SIDBCDA is affiliated with the Soviet 
Intelligence Services at this time. According to a Foreign Service 
Dispatch, dated 19 December I962, from the Acer lean Bnbassy, Moscow, 
Kr3.\Mary SCHUIffZ DUIKANICZ, wife of American defectorXJoaeph DUTKAKICZ 
(reportedly now deceased ), stated during an interview at the Embassy 
that she had frequent contact with "Walter1' (probably Vladimir) SLSBCDA 
and his British wife who resided in Lvov. According to Hrs. DOTKAMIC3, 
SIDBCDA was disillusioned and was attempting to leave the Soviet Union 
but had been unable to obtain exit visas.

John F. Meredith 
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