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* SUBJECT: "“American Defectors to the USSR*"

1, The attached material was part of a soft file entitled
*American Defectors to tie USSR", which was set up by SR/6 -
(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR components s,
until ca, 1963, The compilations wére derived from a variety
of sources, and contain both classified and overt data, ’

2. In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over to CI
Staff, In most instances, basic information was then abstracted
for the US Defector Machine Program, In all instances in which
the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort,
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 file, along with
a copy of this memorandum,

-

‘ 3. It is suggested that any dissemination of this data should
- be coordinated with SB Division and with CI Staff (CI/MRO}, in
: view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
disseminations have aircady been made through the US Defector

Machine Program,
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WEBSTER iobert Edwan , £01-285L72
23 Uctober 1925, Tiffin, vhio
Plastics expert; ianxi Co, exrleye

All entries through May 1962 come fron 201 unless otierwise noted,

-
. . . T
e =

Cireca €-lk March 1959, e made preliminary trip to *oscow in connection
with planniny the fand exhidit for next summer's U.l. fair,

4.

Circa 3 llay - late June 1659, lecond trip to Hoscow to helo set up the

Rand exhibit, ~ent steadv witn vera PLTO.0VA, married, hostess at Hotel -

Ukraina/corrector for & Coviet corresncndence school's English language de=

. partment/inglish teacher at Madical Institute. JShe aiways met him outside .=
so that colleafues would not lmow she datim American, but somebody knew -

- because she usnally had to rejuest mrmission to take evening off - and she
alveys got it, Al+ays had the taxl leave her ne~r bri not at her home, amd ..
allowed nothiny more than one kiss, at end of evening. He told her his wife :.{'
didn"'g understand him, etc., snd that he wonld come bacik to lloscow and marry -
her, "Her name also rerorted s Vera ivanovna IVCHERKD, probebly her maiden-
nane, oshe might po.wib]: be icentical with Vera PLOTNIKOVA, revorted in 5
00-5-3,140,059 of 2l Sept 1358 (SH/OS/5I0) as a 20-year old elevator eperator:
at the Ukraina; she became very friencdly with the source's wife (Zrssian- -
speakinz) but acked her not to show friendliness in pwlic, met her elsewhere
to tadk, snared confidences, spoike poor to fuir bnclish. .

B

3 July 1959, His third trio to the ULCR. he had about six p'eces of
luggare, crammed with nylon hese, Ella Fitzger+1d records, copies of U.l.
- magazines, etc,, 2nd several boxes of books, bubt "he did not. take heavy
clothing because he felt this mi;ht look susplcious" §il He had no trouble
whitsoever with Loviet custoas, ind he went out witn Vera on his first night

tack,

Circa 11 h1r 1959, He joined two hiph “oviel exhibit oificials at
their restarTant table at the frir and told then ht wanted to defect. They
arranced meeting fed days later with roverament representas ivs POPGY and
SHISHKIN - far dinner st Praca (a favorite nGE hangout)s s/iX O

PoTYY

Circa 15 July 1959, Uncer inflvence of vodka and food at Prai-a, wrote
letter to cuprem: ..oviet requesting stay as Soviet citizen, AP0V said not
to tell anyone, since ansWer xipnt take a while, Uawve him cuestionnaire to
take back to hotel anc f£ill ovt: Lior plus reazons for defection.

1 Aupust 1559, Sent his wife a telegram saring had sold 100 units,
which untrue. -

Aurust 1959. lMore meetincs in private rooms abt nico restaurants. The
coviels Irmpressed on him that i he stayed he covld never leave. <vestioning
included debricfinr by tus chemists to sez if he really'corld nake the spray
gun (for plastic coating jobs) cemonstrated at Rand exhinis; jokes about
bu ing him instead of pun. .

i

Late Av:-ust 1559. Wife cabled hin asking if he coming bicx. GLhe wanted
to know so that che could decide wrether to put the children into usual
oy sciiool {(if he corirg hore) or nove to ner Hwents' home .and pot then in
school there (if e not). ‘ie ©3ibled to o anead anc oul them into vsual

school.
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2 le tartes 2950, PONCV x b him st eironcl reotaurant and ‘old hiw he
. had tren accopted., <his was just after closim of falr and three cays tefore
- ~ Rand rroun to leave for hore, P asxed where he would like %o worz and when
W sa!d ioscow informed hin it wovld be leningrad. (W later tole T, Rand
and- Gongul Unyder that he had been offered work in many cities,] \ reguested
a vaca*iony purartads leeting with POPOV and SHIUHYIN on subway steps:
arrarements for W to get away from iand rroup without beiny noticed.

10 Lentember 1959, Sent to leningrad with interoreter Volodya [sqe also .
Riceiarcelll ca:sq . Given 1000 old rubles and promi-ed more. !zt by Aleksey
of Inturist in leningrad. &ept changing hotels so that farc ;roup couldn't
get him, Had left note saying planned travel arcund !CLR tefore returning,
but they smelled a rat and were tryine to locate him argway, Volodya stayed
] . there with him; went sightseeing, applicd for job at ieningrad Izientific .
— : flesearch Inatitute., ie was allowed to call Vera, who came right vp and brought

the rest of his basrage; affair began,
Circa nid-ctober 1959. ZIeturned to +oscow.

1€ Uctober 1959, KFA called US Embassy to say that W had assumed Soviet
citizenship,

17 October 1959, Confrontation meeting at oscow OVIR, with Hand and
Snyder present, lewspaper regort saild it was esotional sceie at fabassy and
tnat < xxz said he had not vet received Soviel passport, but this orobably
True atory seems be that W <i, ned expatriation form, xept his U.S,

wrong.
. passnort revertheless (on pretext that he didn't have it with nin, nééh he
reslly did), amt followed Jovict inctructions in tellins Sryoer 47at he had

- received loviet passport on 21 Ceptemter (wiich he hadn't), hac celected
for political reasons (which ne didn't}, aetc, AccordinT to infometion in
CI/5iG files, Snyder said that the only discrepancy between %13 story amd
Embassy's facts was that e seemed horestly i; norant of twc pl.ome calls he
supposedly made to Mand office in .lscow. ‘% said he might nave z2uthorized
then to ve made in kis neme, llote that voth calls purporteslyr received
Uy tuvd's Loviet emoloyee Galina Ivanovna (SDNTRIATA wanile zhe alone in office.

Cctohber 1959, & Vashineton Post article of 21 fiay 1942 sald that he
chanrec his nind after only three months in the LSl and wert to the Embassy
for & V... reentry permit, but that it was tvrned down and ne rac to wait a
year to reacply, [ In the li-ht of other repcrts, this seems thoroughly
garbled and to be'disregarded.]

Circa 18 Uctober 1959, Irnmddiatel: or shortly af'ter the ccn’rontation
meetin;, he anu Vera took off for a vacation in fochi.

1 lovember 1959, The wew York Times wrote that he hac written his
parents ne was planning to marry a coviet girl,

Circa 18 Exztrbzrxid lovember 1959, iAftar a month in Sochi, ne and Vera
returned to setile in “~enin:‘rac. -era was nis assistant and transiator, and
according to dand (how woulo e know ? 7 she ot about 20CO r-ules a month,
tis was assigned to make the spray gun, at a salary of 2 00 a nonin plus

X seai-unnual bonus of 500-60C rublesy this was equal to the salar: of tiae

Ll caief ~f Lab =5 where he werred, YHis only docvrent -as a siin fror GJIR
seying that he nad aprliecd for a2 -assport. Ther lived at worcratevskiy
ExpsnebXzxrxverdzzg Prospekt hovs~ €3, mt 18, Leain rad K-32, = r-ree-room
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apart-eni with bath,

Late December 1959 or earl: va~ ary 1960, leceived Zoviet internal

[ o) DASEDOr L, .
27 Jamary 190, Received € Lecender letter fron his father telling him

his nother now In mental hosoital because of his defection and reminding
Wim of resnonsibility for his chtl-ren, ete., e deciced go hom vt told no one.

3 Yarch 1960, Ye wrote father askiry help to ret rm home and asking
why his Tather nadn't replied to his S February letter (which the fathér had
never gotten),

13 and 1f inarch 1960, He wrote his fatiter that tha farily should come
visit him In the L..He Artort this time fand advised tue father to get W's
phone mumber so th-t they comlé talk to hia,

- ' 1 4Avri] 1940. Rand rerorted recelvin a wire frox w riving his phone
in ieningrad as G-23705. %his was paone at lab, where father called hinm 2 Apr.

S Anril 1960, % wrote his father that he would be in ioscow for the

Ixy La; celc.rations and would €211 at the smuassy. ke fult certain of re-
t'r'xirc to te L ... and told fathcr not to come visit hia after all,

2¢ Anil 160, Rand telephonsd ., who confirned desire return U.S,.
P ’

o wa 1940, Yolodya har srren ed fnvit-iion for W anv Vera to Moscow

(e -
rarasde, 4.2, went, ho wnticon pocers,

*»

-7 L ia 1,40, He vicited Ual. 2 s&suy, W ale nct Caallenged Sy oviet
suards . ecase of Aderican a--esrz-ne, Crpver told hin how so sbout petiing
exit visa. Infarmation in CI/SIS 7' les adds that b said at this interview
that he had recently made 2 :zpeech t3 a large avdiencs on wiy le left the
"ooe Claims sa's nothing derogatery to U.l. Was tolu speech recorded for

LIV

fHture radi o use,

v 1960, Ye wrote father revestine invitations mecessary for Uoviet
exit noraATl, Teld Yera wao ¥ab firct" was "roet aw aunnyed®, Vera, six
panths novment, had to av-rove hi: axis rejest, walen she did, possibly
assuning 1t wavlen't be gpranted an-ray,

Y. .av 1560, ERand was back in ilescow 2 ohoned »,
17 July 17D, Father sent. m4nenticated invitation letters,

§ dulv 1570, °7 urcte f~tacr cetatls of I3 Day trip. -till no mention
5, th0ra 4wd had tole aress all atout freeze(cmsed by U-2)unich
into when he lef4 tie 1I_L ¥ car in June 15€0,

13 oewot 1940, Davghater Zvetlana bcrn. w adopted her a f2w dars later,
exziaininge tiat re dld not intend to avm ra b'.,c«-'e he 15 not o‘vorced
fren ivis Sirst wife,

tain for exit a~-~lication. irem

A ust, ]7"0 4 nad conoleten ever 4
g -+ clication 2 ~r l-ter, Vera was nmovc attensive to hin

se from ..gscou to es- ain Why v Has unaappye

RET

roe oliied 'L).S
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Octeber 1040, Exit pernit denied,

o Senxer 1981, . &a¢ Vera vacaticned at “each ncar dira. vera roceived .
final uw—.o...n.n Tron first husband,
St Mevst 1961, U aade cecond exit a-~plication,.

2A Fetruary 1962, This was the date \ received exit permil, according
to 3T T3ther tolc nand . Acw\muo files)

e -

y % 1952, V. wrote ?nwaﬁm that he did not hsve much no.nu. saverd

uﬂllrk._ neco 1t for tasCow S ?H\LHS

73 Harch 1962, Clevel-nd Plain vm...umu. article said that vhes he last
“rote ladily e hal job 1n Aostov-cn=.oh, also “.tite Lept xxdobasoook
nides said in aasiington tocay that ghis is o.aa firzt case of its xind in
waich the Mussians have gronted an exit visa", | Tals inaccurste: ho was
v never even in Rortov-on-lon so far as is x:oxz. ad Oswald foar om. had alreagy
been granted an exit permit. (CI/ZIC)

2h dareh 1962, -auit work, talnking aboul to leave,

Vav 1962, He was m<t by no one uron arrival in Foscow. -eptired to small
hotel w.iere nresented note D.os Vera asxing for cheap room., ne had nct learned

any Russian,

1% [a. 1960, Traded voviet interaal passport for exit passport, at OVIR,
” LI seammhile ran out o money. vVera semt “im come from *~eningrad.

Later in :lay, Received woney and nlane ticket fron father. HAeturned
‘2& s loan plus extra, via LP corresnondent,

! 20 av 192, Arrived in U.7, uxder alien quota, =xtensively debriefed
by CIA, i, elc. sych assescment that-he unenotional, not the type to
learn ?oJ [AUN l.msnm. thou.htless of xtexx others' feelinrs, airht ve boupht
off by Joviets if in neced, -
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Octcder 1040, Exit perait dented,

funmer 1951, . & Vera vacaticned at heach near fira. vera roceived
{inal aivorce fronm firat husband,

Mivst 196, U ade second exit a~plication,

2A Fetruars 1962, This was the date W received exit perzit, according
to shat Jatier toir fand. (Ci/SIC files)

-

2 larch 1942, ¥ wrote parents that he did not hsve much momy saved
and =T 0t neca it for itascow stay. (CI/SIG)‘, :

73 farch 1562, Cleveland Plain lealer article said that vhen he last
wrote laally he had job 1in Hostov-cn=ion, also “Stite Lept xxkbxisooek
aides said in aasiington today that ghis 13 the first case of its kind {n
w:ich the “ussians have gronted an exit visa", {Tals inaccurate: hs was
never even in Roctov-on-Uon so far as is known, and Oswald far on had alreagy -
been granted an exit pernmit, (CI/ZICG) )

2l oareh 1962, -uit work, talnking eboul to leave.

Yay 1962, He was mzt by no one uron arrival in Moscow, -epsired to small
hotél wiere nresented note from Vers asking for cheap room, fe had net learned
any” {ussian,

1% [a: 1960, Traded voviet internal passport for exit passpart, at OVIR,
Hearwtile ran out of money , ‘fgra semt “in gone from ~enin rad,

Later in lar, Received money and olane ticket fron father. eturned
Vera's loan plis extra, via UP cérres-wondent,

20 lay 1982, Arrived in U.”, under alien quota. cmxtensivel; debriefed
by CIA, 1Si, elc. sych assessment that-he unenctional, not the type to
lesrn fron’evxerience, thourhtless of xtmxx others' feelinrs, airht de bought
off by Icviets if in need, .
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Handwriting sample of Vera Ivanova PLATONORA , -\ ,é% l:ﬁ Te«&ud' ML
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