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MEMORANDUM FUR THE RECURD ' : )

SUBJECT: Rgl ations with *larcolo RAY and the MRP

: i. i‘f’oi' background see my memorandum of 12 May 1961, feporting on
my long sossion with Mianolo RAY, Rogelio CISNEROS {(Eugenio) and Ernesto
BETANCOURT. As will be noted in that meraorandum, - Manola promlled to. -
come up with a prospectus within approsiniately ten’ qays’ umc. aner con~ T T
lulung with his load»rt in Cuba. - ‘

2, On) June 1961 Mr. Larnes called me to say Lhat Mr., C-oodw{n had
vbeon visited by Mr. Ernesto BETANCOURT who asked for lmmedmu ‘financlal
support for certatn activities of the MRP which would run around $13, C0U
dollars, Mr. Barnes asked moto contact BETANCOURT for the purpose of
ascertaining what the funds were to bo used for, exactly how niuch nzeded, ete,
! called BETANCGURT and he iold me that I should get thess’details (rom
"CISNEROS {Eugenio), 'who was staying at room 549 at tha Washington Hotal.

1 cailed Eugenio sad made a date for e and Ray DuBola (Ray Adams is the
name he utes with Ray and Clsneros) to call upen him. We callad on CISNEROS
at approximately 1835 hours | June, and he inforrned us that he had urgent

need for pesos {or use in suuport of his esadoiage snd underground aiiviiiss

Ha said his people were absolutely without funds, needed monay for

transportanion purchase of sabotage equipment, alr fares for
He zaid that it was

in Cuba.
living expenses,
courievs, and for assisting Deopls to get oul of prison.
now poabiblc ior peopis to buy thelr way out of prison by bribing cone of the
many ‘coinmunist’ lawyers and'judges. Ha thought that 4v, 00 or 30, (VO

would meet irmnmediate needs and that some sort of arran'vemem should be mada

to receive funds - 3i, C£0 moanthly or mercabouts - on & {ixed and permanent ’

basle.

3. We mada no commitment 10 Fugenio other than to say that we would
\ pada his plea along to the interested peopie. [ reminded hin that we had asked
| him and pManolo to pregqare 2 plan for consideration and that we were still
walting for that plan. 1 said I personally doudbted that anything could be done
uniil the plas was recsived from RAY, He said M tanolo was planning to come to
Washington on tke afterncon of  June with the plan, but that he himself was
having to return to Miami imimediately and it was vital he be able 0 1aXe the

money with bii, bdrrange in sulaig T purilass of the posus {at ratonf it (1 -

Gaitacd




14-00000

SECTET
money already {n Cuba - doliars would be dellvered to.owners of the pesos who

. are in !iami). ltold'him | would call him in the morning to let him know how

' thnsrbiood

4, ! ducunad our moeeting with L..'INFRO‘S with rracy B;rnea on tho
morning of « Juno. It was Tracy's opinion, in which ! heartily concir, that
. we ohoald put out no money whatsoever unti! we have had a chance to oxamine
N A'molo s plan. and. to study just what ropurcuulons or ramilications there -
- wonld ba, policy- -wise and otherwise, 10 a decision to avsist the MRP
aterally; that is, outsfde the Council and presumably without MIRO's’

) knmvledgc or consent. Since RAY has withdrawn his group from the Council
',whb a great deal of fanfare, it is moss unlikely that MIRO would look kindly
on. any ascistance to RAY, especially since he feels he bas a rather firm
promise lrom the r’ruldem to deal only lhrough .JIRO. .

5. . RAY upon nrnnl in Washingion, will presumably take his plan (along
with BETANCOUR 1) dlrecuy to Mr. Coedwin and [ would also presums that
Goodwin will pass 1t down to Tracy and Tracy to ua. Ray DuBois, who has
beon Manolo's case officer, 18 standing by in ihe event he should:be seeded.

. 6. lperaonally {eal very strongly that we should do wothing to support the
plan, whatever. it i», 'unil we have received [¥6m the White House and the .
Department clear-cut, unequivocal policy guidance on the overall plan. I also
feel that now is the ti me, if wo are going to support the MR unilaterally, o
insert a con-official cut out into tho operation. "1 wauld recommend that con-
sideration be given to using Mr. Harry Pleper {(a ¥ AVE contract-employee)
on this job. Harry is tempermentally suited, has a good business head, is
iluént in Spanish (lived <8 years in Cuba), i cloared, followa directions,

" completely bonest and u-emendoualy comclcnuous. It would be harder to -

find a better person. ,
1. Also. 1 would like to poim out thc security riaks inherent in any arranga-
mento with the RAY- BE.I‘ANCOURT CISNEROS trio. Theso.fallows have had -
easy access to the White House and to the Department, ‘are notorious for their
“planned leaks , will probably preau.mn ail the Department. officials they deal
with are privy to the arrmgemcnt. and before we know it the whole exile
‘communky will be well aware that we are providing financial and material
" . support to the RAY group. I am not arguing agalnst providing ‘such support,
but am mierely polnting out the real potential for einbarrassiment to ua if (he
matter i» not handled with the greatest of precautiona, I feel they have becorae
o0 closely identified with U, S, -ofﬁcnldom includinz myself, and thae [hp
“ piausible donial aspects, t0 dale at-least, are almmu non-existent, -
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