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CIA Plotted to Blast Cuba Refinery

sination feam actually reached]  Yet gome of the ralders sur, campus of ‘Miaml Usniversity.

By lm‘k Andtfr.!‘ml _!a Havana rooftop within rinc!vlvrd. One of them, 2 young) Through its donrs. passed
The full, fantastic story ofiranze of Castro. But like the vx»\r{r‘(_nz' cn{:‘t_n_l__n_rgmc_d'jthn:;;’mn1c of 'mt.; nnl:tl)n ’d mo::
h jothers, this squad also was:ley “Syeiv, Tox emerncd from;secret cperatives: the dapp
1: e] :a{y ;'; Plgs hos b"n'?'cauehl and tortured, . mfa" cover, ife has given usilJohn Ro_xln. rugged Bill Har
) uricd for 10 years.deep in thei R access.to his notes, documentsivey, “Rip® Robertson and a,
_ - {Central Intelligence Agencs's' Refinery -Raid and draft chopters of a bookihuge New Mexican re.
¢ qlomresslike headquarters neari  xow'we have learred of a|he I8 Writing sbout his raids memdered only ss “The Big. -
Lancley, Va. CIA plot to blow up Cuba's|for tho CIA. - Indian. :

All the world knows "““f'most productive oil retinery. |- “The Cuban experience,” he|- Ayers got the assignment of!
ClA-tralned Cuban exiles, Pziﬁdakmu }:ronamtium w\-re told us, “has-been a plague onjtraining a tough Cuban cadre-
stormed ashore on a Cub:n;mm,'. and 8 commando tear!the national corscience o3 itiin the swamps of the Ever.
beachhenod and were cut 10, was ;Z‘h‘l‘n {ntensive Lmlnim;‘ has been on mine. 1 think it's;glades and the beaches of the:
plcces by Dictator Fidel Cas-i Using U-2 ph,,;o,god..(_m“.’d high time that at least part:Keys, He was supposed  to)
ro's mllitiamen 10 years o0/ that they showed every. bush, 0f the story be told.” © jteach them cnough surf land.:
teday. But the CIA has con-““,, Edward Roderick, anbie . ‘ingt skiil. underwater swim-!
ccaled from the world how {t] A enaineer on loan to the Glid Assignment © lming, demolition, boat han., ®
continued to send Asmssina-lc“,\ constructed a mockup ‘of! A former parntrooper, piot:dling and simple survival fof.” >
ton teams and commando:qpe ;;lanl. He oven fizured out 'and demolitions expert, Cap-ithem to lead commandos lilo; .
squaas anainst Castro. Ihow mortsrs couid be pre-ltain Ayera was training rang-[Cuba to biow up the multk. - = .
Bit by bit, stories of théseiaimed, then placed by com.'trs &t Fglin Air Force Base, !milliondoilar refinery. :
post-invasion sortles are leak-imandas in a precise spet and;Fla, when he received orders| The stary of their night tand. .
ing out. We have already re-ifired on the run. ito report to the Army's Spe-ilngs in Cuda and the great oil; . .
vealed, for exdmple, how the] "Byt he junked the idea be-jcial Activities Group in Wash-irefinery firzie-will be told in,
gl‘\ “sl"dd a swashbuckiing un-leause a human errer of anjinyton. a future column. )

erworld figure, John Roselilijnch or two could sepd aj He was put through physi- ; .
to make six unauccessful!mortar shell Into an inhabi!ai%ml. psychiatric and lie dcle::-{c‘umml Co}n_\ersalim_l
assassination attempts upon:area. Then the whole plan wasjtor examinations for a week,! From the Horse's Mouth —
Castro, T junked after President Ken-ithcn he was hustled over toiWe have already reported that™.

The CIA assigned two|pedy's assassination:’ jthe CIA’s Cuban section. Attorney  General John Mit-7
, trusted agents, Billy Harvey| We have also leatned thatj e was questioned for three|chell will resign from the Cab- -

and “Blg Jim” O'Connel, to!thr CIA scattered-. $20 bitlsjfays by CIA officlals who,iinct to run Fresident Nixon's-L
direct the murder missions. faround like green confetti- toifinaily satisfied, provided him!1072 eampaign. operating atl-
Oun the first two trles, Rosel-1finance the clandestine anti-lwith a cover atory, phonyifirst out of hs former law of--2
(jii's assassins gought to slip Castro operatins. Bales of.documents and a ticket toifice. Now insiders teil us the”-
fipoison pellets into Castiv'simoney were delivered to!Miami. He adapted the name|President is considering Wil-<?
‘{fcod. The next four altempts:Cudan exile leaders, who Danicl B. Willlams and was! llam Ruckelshaus, now the en-.-
were made by sniper h"amslga\'e no accounting of howassigned to a C!A front called|vironment czar, as. Mitchell's .
equipped  with mghnowered_;mcy spent it - ‘Pararon Alr Service. replacement . . . During his
tf::lgiuu rﬂllfrs, exlosives and: Some were stashed by men' The CIA lodged Ayers and appearance cn the David Frost .

fO-WaY radios.

!slnce kilied. Other thousands Roderick in a Juxurious beach| Show, Mitchell dented our re*
There were midnight poweriwere buried In former pirate'house In Key Biscayne. The|port that Los Angeles Sheriff
boat dashes to secret landing!lairs in the Florida Keys. Stil! two undereover

Army  men; Peier Pitchess had been sound-. -
spots on the Cuban coast and:mon- thoutands were strewn worked out of a CIA front—| ed out about taking J. Edupar.
machine-gun exchanges in the on the beaches of Cuba where 2 columned building with the

Hoover's job. We got the story. ”

dark of night with Cubanwould-be raiders left their zover name of Zenith Techni-| ;rom a White House alde. -+
patrol boats. The last assas;boaes. ‘23l Enterprises—on the south: ¢ iy71. Bet-MoCture $ynaicate. tne. -
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Telliale Traces df CIA Cache Found -

By Jack A mlor.«m

My assoclate Leos Whitten
has Just returned from a treas.
ure hunt for buried CIA cash
{n the Florida Keys whera pl-
rates onco. stashed Spanish

wold. =

He found one cache where
thousands in molding $20 bills
had been buried. But somcone
had rcached the sccret site
ahead of him. All Whitten
found were Bix westhered,
“matted $20 bills htat appac.
ently had been dropped about
1200 yards away.

In an earller column, we re-
ported that the Ceatral lutelli
cence Agency had dellvered
ihales of $20 bIls ta Cuban
i exile- lcaders to finance clan.
Jdostine  operations  pgainst
Communist Cuba.
-\ssassinatfon teams, sabo-
tage squads and commando
units were sent against Castro
after the abertive Bays of Pigs
invaston. Theso missfons ap-
parently wero halted after
FPresident Kennedy's assassi-
ration. But the CIA continued
<t stip infiltration Jeams into
Cuba to gather tntelligence.

The CIA pald ail expenses,
appatently, in cash. Huge
sum3y were turnad over to

Suniing of how they spent it.
There were whispers that

e“’e leaders, who gave no ac-|:

some money had disappeared

ied in Iormer plirate lairs in
the Florida keys.

Secret -CIA Site
One who perked up his eors
aver the whispers was Headley

Avers, A former Army coplain, | f

NN Was on loan to the CIA In
1368364 to train Cuban assauit
teamms. One training site had
been located on Upper Key
Largo cn land that the Mon-
me County tax assessor’s of-
fice ldentified as belonging to
the University of Miarnd,

The ClA also operated out
of a fruont, cailed Zenith Tech-
nical Enterprises, on the uni.
versity's south campus. Thus
the respected unlversity, wit-
tingly or otherwise, provided
the site for an extension
course in Infiltration and dem.
olltion. )

Ayers learned enough from
ha former trainees to figure
out where some of the CIA
money Jnight de hldden. le
told us he discovered a half.
buried sultcase full of mold-
ing, mutilated $20 bills,

The sultcase was In a re-
mote spod that he was confis
dent wouldn't be discovered.
He took out a dozen bills to
make sure they weren't coun-
tesfeit. Ban\s redeemed sil
but two bad!y weathered $20
bills

Then Avers® house was mys-
teriously dbroken into and rec-
ords of his find were taken.
Fearing the CIA or Cuban ex-

into private bank accounts,|iles were watchiy' him, he

;mst ether thousands wero bur-'dared not return to the cache.

howe\'er. hc told us his;dmcm’crcd a sheatl of three
story and showed us the bonk, bills  matted tovether with
records. We also checked outimud and pgrass. ’
his veracity carefnlly, 1 wntl The bilis were near mraps
LLes Whitten to aceompany:of a road map, which Ayers
him back to the keys to re-lsald had been used aw 3 wrap-
caver the CIA money. ¥e notl-lper  for the sgulitcase  hills,
ied the Treasury Department, i Treasury records shesr  the
in general terms, that all re-ibjjis were printed  between
covered CIA cash woulld bejapril, 1966, and Auzust, 1948,
turned over to the Treaxury.  |‘there is no way to prove this
Trf-anure Hunt was part of the money which
e CIA contlnued to provide
Whitten, ‘Ayers and AYEs lapt.Costeo extles, But the sto-
wile flew to an alr atrip onjrjes that led oy the cache came
Upper Key Large. Using it aslin papt to Avers from Cubans
a hase of operations, LAY ihe helped train for the CIA.
reconnoltered the dark man-
grove thickets, sluggith can-
als, treacherous swamps «f s23
grass  and crocodile-infesied
creeks where Ayers had uace
trained Cuban commandos.
For two days, they eauzged
through the creeks in a atal.
fow-draft 18-foot skiff, startied
occaslonally by the harks of ference, ke warned GGi* cun-
crocodiles. \When they were|greesional leaders:  “Some
convinced no one was foluw.|Vates to end the draft may
ing. they plunged through un- took popular temporarity, But
derbrush  so  thick they|in the long vlew, our recom-
couldi't see four feet aheasd, mendatlons (to extend gl
Finally they came upcn the 1raft for two years) will prove
bramble-cloaked site wm-reil'l be right.” White Hnuse 2ids
Ayers said he had discevered | Peter Flanlgan explained tn
the sultcase. The soll at the, !he leaders that “\ shortfafl
hiding place had been turnad; inf 1060600 men I3 expected”
up and sifted for 10 yards tuineat yeor, He described the
all directions. The underbrush [administration’s plans tn en-
and sea grass were trarapied Icouragt- volunteers hy ol!rrm s .
as If by many feet. ifinancial incentives, Ine xudm"
The suitcase fuli of cur-la 26,600 henus to thuse who
rency was gone. Disappointed, iwiit peenlist for combat duty
they combed the ares. Within Byt he warned this ‘*u;uld
a quarter mile, Whitten 8263 imean cuts In other vital areas
ted a tattered $20 blil. Ayersiiy ;o pefense Department.”

Washington Whir}

Volunteer Army—Preanident
Nixon s fcading the opposi-
tion to his own propasal fur-e
volunteer Army—at izast for
the next two years. At o serret
White House legislative con-

found two more, then Whitten’ g 'ipr1, Benn-McCiure Bractests, Inc.
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Lot Cuban Qil Raid

THE SUPPRESSED STONY

can nuw be tuid of how the | AYERS ran off sirulated

"Central Intellizence Agpency
organized 3 Cudan exile raid
on Cuha's key ol refinery in

1503 but aborted it after the

assassination  of  Presiident
Kennedy.

usiders sav the corporate
cil giants, hoping evantually
to recover their property in
Cuda, brourht quiet pressure
to quash any raids upon re.
finerics,  Lyadon  Johnson,
who canceled the raid after
succeeding Liv. nennedy in
the White House, was close
to Texas oil interests,

We have Jearned the dra-
matic dctalis frem Bradley
Avers, a 36ycarold former
Army caplain, who was se-
fected by the CIA to train
Cuban exiles for infiltration
and assault missions Includ.
ing the refinery raid in Ma.
tan:as province. :

We have checked out
Avers' story with -our own
sources, who confirm he is
correct about names, places
and dates. From 2 group of
pictures, Ayers also wrs able
to pick out limmediately a
CiA  undercover aoperative
whko we knew hud been in.

voived in the CIA raids

against Cuba. .
The rugged Ayers, a for-
mer Army ranger Instructor,

“trained the refinery raiders,

The recruiling for the mis.
sion had already been coms
pleted before he was as.
signed to the project. CIA of-
ficizlz took him by motor
faunch throuch swampy Ever.
giades canals and across the
open sea to secluded Floridd
Keys to miect the recruits,

Avers and the ClA men sa-

lected Palo Alto Key, Upper
Key Largo and Card Sound
cn the cdge of the Ever.
clades as  trainiug  sites.
“Most of the Cubans,” said’
Avers, “were bank clerks,
bushoys, waiter<, nusicians,
laborers, mcn who had fied
to the Urnited States. -Many
had noever fired a wcapop.
Tiiey were disorganized and
undisciplined. [ got the job
of reorganizing the training
program.”

ralds near Card Sound
seainat a local Southern Bell
ricrowave  facility with a

high security fence, Other’

nights, he shared dblack beans
and rice, drank atd smoked
pot™ with his Cuban -cadre.

“The ragtng recruits grads
ually-breame a fightingd team,
Far firsthand eaperience, he
secretly accompanted two in.
filtration groups on missions

to Cuba,
>

- -

“We went on a commer-
clally rigced trawler, a
feover' vessel” he sald, “We
ran_hlackout under a quarter
moon, towing a V.20 launeh, a
high-powered fiherglass boxt,

“We exchanced licht siz.
nals  with the  partisans
ashore in Plrar-del Rio and
Taunched two rubter boats,
The team made contact with
the partisans, and we picked
up a woundid man who'd

.heen a prisoner of Castro,

JBnr o the  Cuban partisars
were careless with the lichis,

“After we got the wounded
man into a rubber boat, we
were discovered by a Soviet-
type patral crafl with spot-
lights. We covervd our with-
drawal  with  machineguns
from the V-20 bual. Altheuch
we took casuaitics, we finally
£ot back to the trawler. Our
hoats were pretly well shot
up.

“On the way home, we saw
a Cuban fishinz craft flvine a
distress fiazs and fourd it had
a2

toad of refuives. We took
them on board.”

A seennd tertie to rache
supplies for azents already in
Cuba was_less eventfyl Fi.
nally, in September, 1843,
Avers was insiructed by the
CIA to make drtailed train.
ing plans for the refinery
raid.

He was given specific ore
ders not o land on Cuba
himself durinz the rad, But
he was too emotiomalty in.
volved with the C(Cubans®
cause 1o stay outl and wrote
himself into the plans. “\We
were '8l on a livefor-today,
tomorrow-we-die philosophy,”
he explained.

Lconldat. .

But on tho day of the final
rchearsal, President Kennedy
was killed, and the CIA or-
dered Ayers to shut down the
operation, *1 was in a sort of
trauma.” said the swushbue-
kling instructor. 1 made
trips to Washiniton to plead
the cause of the freedom
fi:hters with the minor ofil.
cials 1 knew, But 1 just got.
disappointed and angry”

Finally in Qctober, 1064,
Ayers resigned from active
duty with a lonu statement of
principle to his C1A and
Army supestors, “As 3 ole
dier, 1 had been tauzht 1
shoulin't questien political
or diplomatic actien” he
wrote, “But as a freethink.
ine American  citicen,
ordinafe . My
duty. My country was no

jonger - plaving to wn, and

my faith in the zeals to which
1 dedivated  my hife was
shaken.”

& 1971, DGLMeClure Syndicate. 120, o
4
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INVITEE APPROVAL

DATE  : 6 July 1964

YOUR 4
REFERENCE: 23225 (usa)

3. 64

L ,
CASE NO, : 366035 i
TO ! Chicf, iZDD
ATTN :
SUBJECT :  AYERS, Bradley E.
: 1. This is to inform you that clearance is granted tc invite
‘Subject to Heaudquarters for interviews,
2. This 13 not a clearance for Subject's access to classified
material or information. :
FOR THE DIRECTCR OF SECURITY:
TTTaGw T Y
FORwW 5 !‘:’:d.b:;vq“n;:“f
1173b : CONFIDENTIAL LAt S ts-a3}
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"% CONFIDENTIAL 4

- , (When Filled In)

" SECURITY APPROYAL

DATE :- 10 August 19Ch

YOUR A _ } _
REFERENCE: 23826 DDP/WH/SA (USA) , : Z%

CASE NO. : 366085

TO : Director of Personnel

SUBJECT : AYERS, Bradley Earl’

1. This is to inform you that Subject has been spproved for the
appointwent specified in your request under the provisions of
Hlendquarters Regulations 10-3 and 20-5 including access to

" classifled informatlon through TOP SECRET us required in the

performance of duties,

2. Unless arrangements are made within 60 days for entrance on duty
within 120 days, thls approval becomes invalid.

3. .As part of the entrance on duty processing:

[:::] A personal interview in the Office of Security must be arranged.

A personal interview 1s not necessary.

{T] Please advise Chief, Clearance Branch, extension 5620
when Subject enters on duty.

FOR THE DIFECTOR OF SECURITY:

Chief, Personnel Security Division

W 173 pamany oo CONFIDENTIAL <755 . o
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26 .ctober 19€4

SUNSCT1 Goqualified hesiyuation

T0; The Acjutant Leaorai {tnrough channels)
ATTdL - ACSO=3E _

dapartent of the Arry

‘dﬂﬂh‘n&"m, Do Co 20315

el

l. i, kraclay 8. Ayers, lCaptaln, .afantry, 0704210, herel; -tender

my unquallfisd resipnation from the Army under tho provisions of section

1L, AR 635-120, to bo oflfgcuive 20 Lecomuor 19&L.

2. [ desire to tenter ry renignation beTause 1 waut tc reiura 9
civilian lifo end tho pursult of private enternrise..

3. 1 uncerstand tnat this resignaticn, Lf mecopted, wiil be ac.epted
undor hosorable condivions, ant that I will bo furnished a discharge cur-
tificato &3 dotermined 1n lieaiyuarters, epartment of the army.

L. vresent cuty statitn Washinilon, D, C.3 assignmont UL Arny Slezent
Joint subpart Group (.‘5;3-7_?-‘)9';.

5. 1 do dasire appointment in the Undted otates srmy koserve., ap=

-

pilcution attuchaa, o
6. Medical exunination reports, .tancard fcrms b6 aad &9, :jlillr‘m
furnishaa st B later dutse, ' L -
i
I
1 el HAEY D. AYEMS
as IO €
) captain, infaatry P
LoA plmy Jb opt Op (oi=T702)
<
bListribution: . o
.0rig & 1 - Add ) R
L - o/MMPD _
1 - Agency ) : s
1 - Suspense ' .
. C...
AP S
AB/EMPY semd /2735 260¢ L6 ) .

Loue iy

P
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LS "~ s " CONFIDENTIAL ¢

r Vo en. GFRICE-GF ThE CUMPTROLLER
FINAL CLEARANCE - RECORD : -D""‘"‘” oivisten [TJruscai oivision
EMPLOYLE SURIAL NO.  [Nawf Jv IWPLOYES (Lot Firase-viddle) oruu‘w A5 IGNMENT .
366085 ‘| AYERS, BRADLEY EARL DDP/SAS
REASON FOR CLEARANCE D RESIGNATION D CXTENDED LEAVE G orNin (Specily): 2§gaggté§:e;tsv~

V(Rl‘lcﬂYION OR CERTIFICATION OF OFF 1CHALS

] C[lll‘”’v TRAT 1 WAVE REVIESED TME RELCORDS OF THIS COMPONENT AND. EXCCPT AS INDICATLO, TME EMPLOYEE NAMIO IS CLEARED

T OR NAS SATISFACTORILY OIS ~iRCID ™IS ODLIGATION TO THIS COMPONINT,

ROOM NUMBER B 8LOG, CLtanED 8y

ENSURANCE BRANCNH, OF ) 2025 R &sj ‘ / gfc

CENTRAL PROCESSING BRaNTN, OF 1D_70 ) an. W gt‘c

| lamasy £fo

Iusnnv. oCR (Lamguage & Yain),

CREDIT UNION, OP T 1:]»_33’ Hgs ”/ gfe

REGISTRAR, OTR

/51’ FISCAL OIVISION . : GH-M&OB Hgs _}W,;_ ‘ " L

(7% S ' - . 7
£ro 2486|885  South s j:“.(?gzw«.ew : ‘

FINANCE DIVISION

’!ASf OFFICE OF SECURITY ME-SO Hqs ,((,[#;o—v-f]&' O)ﬂ)&cvjéﬁv(-zcé}u‘__\

Transportation 2313 Qtrs Eye / gfc
1337 _R & S

‘X Exit Interview

COMMENTS (Data pertaining to >y exceptions to above clearances, atlc.) PO,

C&.“A'r,(la‘( (e Srarc /3¢ w "r'/,?,/«a ‘(x \~ -
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368085 {-AYERS BRADLEY €
1 WTURE CF PERSONKEL ACTION ] 4 EFFECTIVE DATE | 3. CATEGORT OF EMPLOTNERT ]
. uo. - TRT) .
SEPARATION RETURN TO PARENT SERVICE |12 | 15|61{ : MILITARY
_ % l Vo Y 10 7. (OST CENTER NO. (NARGEABLE | 8. (5C o8 CTHER LEGAL AUTHORITY
(X FUNDS - .
l ¢ X ¢ 10 ¢ 5135 1164 QOO
bSisum‘(;ugnmsnmou : 10. LOCATION OF OFFICIAL STATION
U.S. FIELD - ’ -
FORWARD OPERAT |ONS STAT ION - JMWAVE
PARAMILITARY BRANCH - SECT ION 111
RESISTANCE, CRC INDEP POL GROUPS JMWAVE
12, ROSITION TITLE ) - 12. POSITION RUMBER - I 10 SERVICE DESIGNATION
PARAMIL OF 1053 ‘ D
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b — - . e o -1
T8, gEMARKS
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.‘] ~ " 1 oty '--:"3 e
¢ Ol s L a3 [0 e
18. AEMARXS
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. twHEN FiLLED I1ND
| . co . ) . OATE R
REPORT OF SEPARATION ' caxdor
. C . ?fﬂ%i%?momlﬁou

3. JOB TITLE ’,'“"“’"u*s‘ﬂuﬁ'i—éiibr" —

| AYERS, BRADLSY EARL
Sgedle . -

Vi NAME (LA . FI1xST . mOTR’

o, OFFICE

2 Oarg or Giatn

__Xnatxuctoxr (Prcht) ___ | Captadnp

7. BRANCH

Date of Assignment to CIA)

T?‘.Ff)ﬂ “ﬁ" %«%‘&T‘——

¢ December 1964

?M&Tn‘fv COMPUTATION DATE 9. oﬂ%? RESIGNATION

_ais-chembax_lg
12. NAME OF EXIT INTERVIEWER

L% Col Santangelo

W%Qﬂﬁriifglaﬁi‘%%}“—'”'

13. REMARKS

with co-~workers were gcod.

MiliRary Specialty = Prcht Inatructor {71542)

Reason for Leaving - Return to Parent fervice

Captain Ayers stated that his military specialty was fully
utilized, his grade was consistent with his job and his reldtions
Subject also stated that he felt his

assignment required an active cuty military person.

e, E] 8 U 19 NOY QRCTMMENDED FOR RE-EMPLOYMENT

SIANATUAR OF SUPEAVISGA

18, D 18 D i8S NOY RETOMMENDED FOR RE-EMPLOYMENT

el
te. D (1] L_j 18 NOT RECOMMENDED FOR RE-EMPLOTMENT

P. A, SANTANGELO
Lt Colonel, Inf, USA

SIGNATURE OF PLACEWMAXT OFFCEN

SIGRATURE OF PENSOANEL ATLATIONS OFFICER

PORM N%O. 97‘ AEMLATES FOEm DRI
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