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1. Source offered to arrange a week’s tour of the Escanbray for any observer—.
we choose so thet we could "gee for ourselves.® He loaned .the Station -~
what was purported to be an pfficiel SFRE document entitled: ;Que Es n
i II Frente Nacional Del Escambray? (what 4s thé Second Kational Froat of
-4 the Escambray?) from which the information in parsgraph 11 was taken,
? Verifax copies of the docunent are attashed for Headquarters, Base
i
i
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Santiago de Cuba and Station files.
2, HI, please card all names apoearing in this report.

' 3. Source has beon assigned a “C® rating oo the basis of Station contact
with him for over a year,
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ACFRAIZAL OF CONTENT 1. Confrmed by other ndesvndent end tehiabie souries i Produdhy trwe. 3 Pos}ibhr trve. & Doobtfut 3 Pratatly
false. 6 Connot be edged, Documentsry. Based on ongsnat document, : o :

, 3 - .
S~B<CeR-E-T Lo
COUNTRY  Cuba "* REPORT NO.  HKH=175%
. . . X o
SUBJECT Segundo Yrente Nacional del Escambray DATE OF REPORT 30 October 1958
b NO. OF PAGES s . .
. REFERENCES )
DATE OF " o
INFO. 27 October 1958 A
PLACE & 7
DATE ACO. Cuba, Habana 29 Octodber 1958

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. AFPRAISAL OF CONIENT IS TENTATIVE. NOTE FOREGOING EXPLANATION. 4"

SOURCE,

1.

2.

3.

Cow vt Vo2t .
&FNE lesder in Habana who has just retumeod fram a 30-day tour of the

Sierrs Yscumbray (C). Appreisal of Content: Paragraphs 1-10 1 3
Parsgraph 11 & Documentarye

'

N . . "‘

Rebel forces in the Sierra Escambray, Province of lss Villas, now consist

of cne major force of about 1,400 men and two minor forces of about 100

and 164 men each. The major force, which calls itself the Segundo Freate
Nacional del Escambray (SFNE, Second National Front of the Escambray),
consists of former students, members of the Organizacion Autentica (0A,
Authentic Organization, followers of Carlos PRIO,. formar preasident of Cuba),’
and members of the Partido del Pueblo Cubsno (Ortodoxo), including follow- , t
ers of Emilio OCHOA.l Organisational details of the SFNE are givea in
paregraph 11 below. The two miner groups are the Directorio Revolusione
ario (DR, Revolutionary Directorats, a student revolut%omry organiza=
ticn) with about 100 men under Rolando CUBELA Secadessc and the 26 of
July Revolutionary Movement with 164 men under Ernesto "Che" GUEVARA.

The SFNE members see thazselves as the answer to the threat posed by the
26 of July movement. While they desire to see BATISTA and his clique
driven out, they are not extyemists and would co-operate with the Cuban
Amy tovard the accomplishment of this end. Although there are many
anti-BATISTA persons within the Cuban Amy, the SFNE is not in direct
touch with any active conspimtors therein at the present time, If a
military junta were to be fcamed to oust BATISTA, however, the SENE
would co-operete with that junta. With regard to SINE-DR relatiocns,

the SF\E cannot become identified with the DR because of CUBELA’s
nvoivement in the assassination of Colonel Antonio BLANCO Rico in 19562 |

FIELD INFORMATION REPORT ° o

EVAL U= 10N . 0F SOURCE l Complately retisble 8 Ususity tehistite, €. facty tshable D Nt wane'ny nlub'l‘ [ L] ; tnlabte  (Applied to
of &

and the consequent effect this might have ca SFNE-Cutan Amy relationse 4

< .
The SFNS occupies a territorial sone of great potential strutegic

importance. Given gurricient ams, they believe that they could cauge . _ {
a governmant crisis in Hadana by seizing and holaing las Villaa Prov- i l
ince, thereby cutting off Habana from its main sourcos of supply in las !
o {

1

1

Villas, Camaguey, and Oriente Provinces.
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The SYNE suffers from a serious shortage of arms and amaunition,
Approximately 700 men have Jtalian carbises and a very {ew heavy weapons
such as Johnsun automatio rifles and Thuspeon submachineyuns. The
remaipder of.the men havo sidcams. Ths carbiries were furnjshed by
Carlos PRIO from previocusly oxisting asss caches in Cuba. The SFNE, -
has about 5100426800 cash avallable in ‘the United States to tmy ams bdut
they age reluctant to chance losing the a;ms to Us S. authorities, who
have already colzed gome attampted shipments. The SINE suspects that
the 26 of Jnly Aovmaent may have been _rps;ongible for such a%surea by -
"upping off" the 0. B, authorities. o

The SI-‘NE 42 fecing a stretegic crisis. Eecause of the ama and ambu~
nition shortaze they must necessarily restrict the scope of their mili~ -
tary activities, This means that as the 26 of July ferce under GUEVARA
begins to zet organized and to receive the full support of the internae
tional 26 of July organization, they will bs able to maintain a much
higher level of military activity than that of the SFUE. This will aven~
tually resul® in a deterioratllon of SFNE mosale and in tho domination ’
of the Escanbray by GUEVAKA. The SPNE esztimates that this will take

place beforo tn3 end of January 1959. They have told PRIO of this
situation and are urging him to eend arme and aamunivion as soon as
possible. Tna CA members of the SYNE are semxiing about 30 pergonal : L

lotters to PiI0 urging his supporte YR ( .

Beforp GUEVAIA’as arrival in the Sierrs chanbray u;eré was a gontine
gent of about 150 sympathizers of the 26 of July opersting in that .
area. About hulf of these have joined HTYVAFA’s force, bringing it * .
to 164 men; the remainder have stayed with the SFNE, OUKVARA’s force o
1s well equipped with automatic weapons. The amount of hisg present S
supplids is not kmown, He arrived with a supply train of 70 mules. ) :
There are no air ¢trips in his area, end the caly way his supplies can . ~ . !
be augnented is by air drop. .o \ 4., o
The SFHE, oa the other hand, controls four sir strips and can control ','—f. ‘
on demand a certain section of the coazt higzmemy between Cienfuegos and * -~
Trinidad, Any of these can be used by IC-3 aircraft. No air shipments

of ams or amuaition have been received by the SFNE as yet, although

around early Octover they held the higivay strip for five days awaiting

such & flight. The LR has received one air drop of Thompson submachines
guns, but moet of these were broken uander the impact of the drop. -

It costs approximately §2,000 a day to maintain the fighting force
of the SFNE. Most of this money is raised by taxes on the Escambray
coffee harvest, Some financial and material aid comes from Habana
fran the retaguarcia (rearguard), as these SPLE supporters call them-
selves. 7The 5rLE bas a small meaical Gepartment consisting of wbout
two doctors, two aentists, and several murses, They alsc have a
shortvave transmitter vaived at about §1,00U, The SFNE receives
little 44d from avroad, where the 26 of July -ovaaent. domi_nam al

lupport tivities. N -3 L ] 'l

‘/ .

P

. -

* The SPNE has 1ittle poliucal ideclogy. Its fighting creed i3 "Liberty,.

Justitce, Denocracy, The Constitution cf ‘L0, and tre Lone Star.” Rather
than create another flag as aid the 26 of July movement, the SFNE pre~
fers to retain the Cuban barner with 1ts sinile star, - o

The SFNE has completely econtrolled the problem of Carmmunism 4n its - - .
sone., There are only two self-acdmitied Coezmmniste, who have been . .
alloved to remain in the zone on the condition that they remain :

rquiet" (Traznquilo). Cormunist leadere from Habana previously ndc,n

an approach to the SFNE to be ailowed to participate in tre figt /
alongride rat crganization. The request was made through rour s L=

adnitted Ccorunists whq resicded in the Escambray zone, an
have since leit the zono. Tho Qmis:. olfer wus ' m /4‘3
t : \' - - \‘- ’ - ot .
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,‘n\e S.‘-"'(é is- orgmized into seven werrula torcoa totaling about. 1, 000
;ax‘d ang traifing camp of apout LOO men,. Set forth below is ?.he . -’
. m‘caniaatiml and personnal breakdoum ; P ‘\ -
. . . < ‘e ‘\ -y
. . ; aoa Righ Comand : -l ) i . '
(1) Hsdox' F.lo OUTIEIR Henoyo h . Commander-in-Chief
; (¢ivilian) ArmandoFLEITES Disg”  Delogate General L
3) Major Williem Alex_gnde.r “MORGANY - Chief of Orgmiaatibn ot
. (b) (éiviltan) Aurelio’ Nmmo e S ’ i
A . Sargent K ._.ui.c Political Adviaor o 4 b
_-:-\(S) Capt.un waelwmm . R
T a_\t“‘ Ouerr ”111& commandorb,\ na ' SR : SO
- "'"‘—-“ T ‘ﬁ‘-_ ,"‘7; ' b i .“V AR . ,‘~.f . 3 }‘.‘ ,, B
- {1; Y Nagor PHla’ (fm) - T e e
. . (2 'HaJorM\RROY PR (fnn) R A TS :
: J) : HaJor Lazare ARN).A . oo T L Lol )
(i) - NaJof Anastusis™C as? e Sl T
és Major PlinigPRIETO- ﬁabxoad) oo T ; e
5) Major Josus CARRERAS™ T S e LT ;
" Detachment COmma.nderf L /i : BAA
- 1) captain ‘Manuel.ZABALD - s
3 ‘ 2) "Captain Heriberto-ARCE . - . ®
‘ 3) :Captain Abel-CAMACHO Pex-en L2
] é k) ' Captedin: Ramiro<lORENZO .~ - :
£ s) + Captata creaemmmm ,
- (6) - Captain Joaquin-RODRIGUEZ :
: =~ z)‘ “Captain Ange) BANOS' .-~ :
p 8) . Captain luia-LLORO Cabrera K
A . y) . Captain Filiberto GONZALEZ .
e, i ¢ 1:) ) ACaptaimEanquc-PBﬂl . 5
e ‘#X{11) Captain. Jo30”SANCHEZ . i
SR . §12) ‘Captain’ Eduardd‘?lmm -
btk 13) Captaln, Moises\ HERNANDEZ Torroouh :
-l 1) Captain Leonardst BOMBINO: -
. 15): Captain Rafaal"cmm
{16 qutain ‘Roberte{0RY
t=— {17) Captain Edusrds{FEREZ °
' " (18) Captain Doming fonmn
S (Jsx Captain Julis nwmm
: - - J\m!nr Ottacorf/) '
2 /——"‘_-‘—
T f}/ (1) ‘Lsi: Oscar mm,m
- ~f" (2) Ls. Anged\RODRIGUEZ -
’ - .1 (3) 7 Lts Berardo :
-‘g g Lt-o Joﬂ‘ Gﬁrm A .
sy \Lt. Ldan\loPRZ . '
(6) . Lt. Andres‘mm Ootﬂn
(7) " Lt. JoselpaciN . - k
(8) Lt. Wilf tmrz :
19) Lt.' LuigivarGAS EE o
(10) Lt. Marcelo\ DIAZ Gonsales ~ - !
(11) Lt. Julio A,YNUREZ Cabada . N
(12) Lt. Jose A. JGARCIA Aguilar ;o
(n\ x.t.. carloa\oom Mlian - 3
. ]




14-00000

e B
. 5-E-C-R-E-T
._h‘" . ‘ - h - .

PR

mg Lt, s«:-gio VONTES DE 0CA
Lt, mn:.m1mmm ,

(16) 1Lt. carlos|REFDIOS .
(17). Lt. Ismaed{PEREZ . .,
18) Lt Femin AHADOR Rodrigues )

19) Lt. Migue!
20) ‘Lt. Evelis ;umnm
-2,. Lt udoismcm.

L u:&}im Dehgat_iin Oenqnl‘ . o
T - Dr..uumo.r.‘rmm nm Delegate. Genera-k §' I R
<) - 2‘ Avreliof NAZARTO sﬂ-gcnt . Political Advisor- ~~ ' . | [

"l, X L 3' RDB“{MMGUEZ Kational _Coordinators
:%»{7. \ , .A £ PNv'lminl. Departmental ard Fareign Dolesations. o j ' , '
o \\ e.. Internal Committes for Non-Military Matters, .- o '
....he Disoiplinary Courte : S ' . é

51; capum Joge. rrzwa“ L conmanding_otticor. ’
\Lt. Carlo QUESADA ] T '”l'kocutive Otficar.

- v 1. Sanitu'yﬂeparw..;!i-.' Lo "“ s

_..-.._~.,. -

\Aptd.n Jose

o

2
v .’-——Q—-

(1) -(c.pmn , m u(mnz - Camandi.ng oru?.?.}

S v

(1) (\captm\xeﬁfmm LT ey
gelino®).. . Gomnding Otticer i
*_(2)*\ Lt. mrntm:_(rnu) ... Executive _Oftiger, T
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“Colonel Anwnio BLANCO Rico, former Chief of: ﬂw Servicio de )

3.

6.

’ -!hy 1958 a# an OA member- who signed a: dechution to tho Cuhan
’ poople announcing the opening ot a seccnd tmnt. -

' ‘Probable retmnce to Jeeus CARRERAS, reported in t.he Jm 19584
isste of _}_ do“Hano to be in- the 31em Eambray. “

- ," : . ' -5.

- disqxvdor in m«dnﬁenuy. On 8 ‘Rogex” mnm gigned

§-E~C-R-E-T

‘réﬁ Orbodoxo leader well known for his oppusition activit.iee .
against mnbm. ]

4

Former stuient who participated in the aasassination in 1956 ot

Inteligencia (51K, Cuban hmtary Intelligenco Service).

Argenuna medical doctor and 26 of- July troop comander whi 'uas .

reportéd by a fairly reliable ‘goirce on 8 October 1958 to. have ? .

reachéd Lap Villas Province-in’ -,succesaml dr!.ve fm t.hy
Siem Haeatm in Oriente Provj.nce. ; )

OUTIERRE and MORCAN have aeveral thnes been reported as. leaders -
-of rebel groups in the Sierra Escambrgy. HORGAN is a U.S. -

citizen and reportedly a Korean war vetemnq : ;

Armaddo M, FLELTES Diaz, fommer medical student in the Univeruty

of Habana:; FLEITES has a long record of revolutionary activi'da
~and left Habana for exile in Hexico oa 25 August 1958.. . :

Manber of the National, Executive Canmittao of the "artido dol
Pueblo Cubano’ (Ortaodoxo) {Cuban People’s Party-Orthodox)._ :

Possible nefemce to Alfredo PEMA, ‘mentioned as a guerrilla”

Hano ofﬁ.chl oran of thn ‘DRs*

chief in .the Sierra rZscanbray,_in the Jnno 1958 ugue of _11 de - B

who was acquitted iwx eight 6f.her atudeata charges
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M oién, aa cana.d.tzxyé wa Tribunal Discipl..mﬂo, cneu'zado\azgm roool- t
- J vor aobro todoa lcu easos Je 1r.nmocionu b 4 aonm. Lo e cofrece une t&t‘l :

000-.00

Imo do lon org;uuuos qus mis rx'uoti.'ora hbor realisa e 1o oordnh- .
ra, on, 3in l.ugar Y duoau, ol Drparumnta smtnrto. A ‘cargo del mismo estd
&l ropu*.ado galeno, Capitdn José Mixrani, mr.onda s sus &rdenes un nuMeroso
¥ valiosfaino personal} ocupnndo el puesto do»up\mdo, ¢) Tenients Carlos -
mouda. El Tean n‘uco no solaments m'oata sus servicics a los rebeldes, si-
©o quo tambi&n 10 haos a laa’ mzmue de las rog'mu en qno ollcs operan.

Con 1- lmtaluidn do d.uttnua antomriu 7 e Mmm trebajo do =
‘ los bembrea quo ousiponen el oopumeo smuno. ‘se ha loo'ndo n o enton- | .
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11

vatos o doljmxmuo m territario belige‘mu, ss ha ereado 01 Cusrpo de m—
nstiguib ° Int‘omei&n, a1l mando dal Capu:ln Maruel Utero. s-u orgmuao
se enurga tasbidn 4o interrogar a sguellos hualres qus sad mvhdoo por loe
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