m 2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992 |

-

e s e e . —— - —

-—
)

; Y : 'ko-a¢1(n.-.o-:4c) R “N . .. :
e «DBA O
- . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
' FEOLRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION h
SECRET
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A 'Subjocc, a Cubnn refugce, entorcd the u.’s. on 8/9/60. Lo e e
g'g from Colombia.. Subject defected from the CASTRO govern=:. C o
b meat whilo employed as Cuban Naval Attache in Caracas,.

Venozuela, Subject £8 a former graduate of the Cuban -

Naval Academy and -in exile has beon involved in comsidezable ;
anti-CASTRO .clandostine activity against Cuba. Subject

has affilidtod with various anti-CASTRO organizations in..

tho Miami, Fla., area and in 11/62, was roportod to. ba
asgociated with an individual hnving contacts wich a
Guatemala government official, A '
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2 DETAILS

SECRET
Lo Group 1 .
Excluded from automatic / "\(
downgcndin" and declassification

Thie doaumenl Gonlatne aelthet regomuendalions Kor ccaclusTona of the FDi. it bo the propesty of lm FG! and e loonod 1.
Yout agenoy] it 484 ile Joarenia are nol 10 bo distrikuled oulalda ¥y oUr aqecay.
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.' FELIPE DAL, 2293 N. W, 7th Strac~ Miaami,
qu:ida; an ind{vidaal who formerly held q.:-;pon:iblo L
position in the Cuban Navy, had accompanicd an individual g
f{dent{ficd as JACK.CAXNCN, a United States citizen,-on an -3
antL-CASTRO clandeszine trip to Cuba bctwccn_Octobcr»l?
end 23, 1961, 4in which they were purportcdly ;:nnsgerthng
$80,000.00 worth of o ms. The boat opercted by CANKON, ‘
who also uses the necrse CACK SHEA, and the subject was sung
-along thao North Coast of Cuba and the arms were lost,

Although CANNON was allegedly engaged in anti-
CASTRO activitics, 12f{ T-1's sub-gource pointed out that y
aftor dealing with him in businoss znd learning about ?184
. background, he.suspccted that CANNON was actually involve
5 dostine mis tegime with ranifig
raolratingat » {aml g

BACKGROUND .
A Rcsidencé:' S - e

' Aécotdiﬁg,to chc':ccordé of,f@g%g;n;#dnvggqj
Naturdlization: Service (INS), Miemi, Plorida, as wade
avatlsble on Décember 6, 1962, by CHARLES CHALLANDES,
Investigator, subject réyided at 2293 'N:; W, 7th Street, .
Miemi, Florida, : : : . R

B. Birth Data and AiienﬂSp@gUg- -

? i . On'Jhnq 14, 1961, NS, Mliemi; qurida._made
s : available to tho Miami Office informaticn relating. to

political rcfugﬁes.éntering the Uniéeauéfa%égléiﬁcg
January 1, 1959, Included in this list was FELIPE VIDAL
SANTTIAGO, born February 3, 1926, at Havana, Cuba, '

On Decembexr 6, 1962, Investlgator CHALLANDES,
mentioned above, wade available their file Number ALl 877 123
volating to the subject, which contained the following infor-
mation: ‘ '

! - VIDAL arrived in the United Stzzes cn August 9,

; 1460, frowm Dogota, Colowbia, and applied for a B-2 visa

P ‘tur four months to visit his refugece wife. He pointed out .
he wag a Licutenant in the Cuban Navy froa 1944 to 1956, \

L © In 1958 ho affiliated himself with PIDEL CASTRO &nd after

i Junuary 1, 1959, he was appointed Chicf of the Maritime

Police by the CASTRO government. On Octcber 16, 1959, he-

wad appolnted Naval Attache at Carzcas, Venezuela, Hae

defected on Maxch 7, 1960, in Caracas becsuse of the communist

infiltration of the Cuban government,

_0n April 8, 1961, VIDﬂL spplied for polizical
o Anylem o WIDAL Indicated that in the Uaited States he would

p——

== xeside at 708 N. W. 23xd Street, Miemi, Plorida, &nd had

e ' in his Rpossession a document identifying himself as the ff:/””"

L ordinator of the anti-CASTRO organization Movimiento de
: Liberacion Democratico Revolucionazio.

Ca August 10, 1960, INS cbtained a swomn signed
statement from VIDAL In which he stated he was discharged
from the Cuban Navy under the gcvernment of PULGENCIO BATISTA
because of his opposition to BATISTA. :
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VoL . VIDAL =<dicated he never joined ths July 26th
rev “utlonary &ifFATUIN of FISZL CASTRNO, b, was
affiliatod wizh all g=caps ¢f the revoluticn. . In Cctodber,
1957, VIDAL was cc-czdinater 'of the Coganizeclon Acclon
Resistencia (Thae Clandestine Resistenca Action Organizdation).
He nointed cut that i Havana, Cuba, he participated in
disuscmination of propaganda, sadota:le, organized strikes,
and meetings in jails, all on bekalf of the CASIRO '

revolution. \
. e X ’ ]

;  VIDAL pointeéd out that In 1953 a pact wos formed

o in Caracas naning MANUEL URRUTIA as President of the neow
governaent, but that CASTRO later usuzped the presidency. ,

: . Aftéw URRUTIA was evorcthrown, VIDAL becama disonchanted and .

i .. .. begcn:to. gooperate with gnzi-CASTRO organizaticns: Ha i )

; ' asked -for ‘foreign duty;, axd ﬁftér‘ﬁ?tin8*¢§§t§“u9d-045730'? ot

S activitias against the governzent of RCMULO BETANCOURT

agents to Cubs, he rcmoved his-

lo=bia, end defected:

~

_.and the movement of Russian

“family £rom Cuda, weat to Co

L VIDAL emphasized that he had never been a
by " ‘member. of the Communist Party in Cuba. ‘

. On October 3, 1962, M T-2, a Cuban refugea L o
familiar with certafn phases of anti-CASTRO activity fn:
; the Miami area and;dhqihns_limited-i§f§$#§;§0n.regarding '
2 ccamunist activitiés in'Cuba, advised that captioned subject
oL was personally kncwn to bim in Cubs, where he had the repu-

P tation of being an opportuaist ind extzenmely fond of drinking

o . and carvousing. 'He was & Captain i’ CASTRO's Navy in

Cienfuegos, Cuba.

Bt e LN TN

il L o)

SIMAMARY OF ACTIVITIES
sIeA ¥ _ACTIVITIES SINGE D=
FROM CASTRD REane ~TCE DETECTION

¢ of "La Prensa,™
P carried’ an article eazitled, “zs fbiighid in New York,
S Front in M y » A ish Unict
. Pront in Mienl."  This artiele sested that :52 gu§an
't o Liberationx in the City OFf Mgt wa;‘ 11n1tedd
LA e anacunce
c: inc ity Commander FELIPE

by members of the graup, whi
0% Deumocrsiic Ravolutionary

. - A The Decemder 7, 1969, Zss:
Lo a cdally Spanish languago,n:wsoéo*éag

os
paxr p
-
tzbl
-
tate

-
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VIDAL SANTIAGO of the Mavemen
Liberation, among others. )

On February 29, 1961, ' '

: lary 2 6%, M T m Fred
§i§giigrcain Cubzn Cdtivity iﬁ'th; ;*igiaaE;E_n f;migiar
SANTIAGO VIDAL and another indivicual of an co advised
group arQ purchps;ng radio equioventg 7 &ati-CASTRO

UL Ey bt e o

: ~ On April 4, 1961, CARLOS PRIQ SC
» ) " S oS CC.“LP £ -
i:ﬁ;édg?chfICub?: ddvised sn Agans of the FgﬁAgéaiorme~
o Caragas‘ VEE VIBAL SANTIAGD, Zermor Cubsn Navai thbogt
So.¢ The'bo Sezuela, hadhbeen dispatched to the o eche
i . at had been gonz appToxinately te; ; ;zastdOf
s imasel n days an

T m—— - e

WA et

had not yet ret
et returned.. PRIO scv:sad o
trip was S ‘SG\‘QQO the rurpo X ) .
P.was to bring cut of Cuda a ciose frieng s; ;ilgha
£t 44552/

; D

identified as JULIO ¢
entifiec 10 GARCERAN, Formo= pcofs

gupreme Court of Cuba, ARCéRA§ ;,: :;bgbtgfce of the
outh Florida srea #n VIDAL's boat. 8 orcught to the

The July 4, 1961, i3 -
a s =701, issve cf tha "Dis-2 P
ariﬁg?:Sh languege newspeper published in Yia:;o lf: Americas,”
. entitled, "United Froar foo Natio«él L:gefzéfied"an :
hael -~ - an.
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- ‘pertaining to the training of exiles in the Mlam{ arca,
~Subjéct, on behalf of the United Liberation Front, wvas
' liatcd_as one of the participants in thia trainlng.

—

.« -ating in cffcct that the COnaCLtutLon -of 1940 would be o :
restored by thé ~iberating army and unify 1 the Cuban ) .

anti{-comuunist rorcea. Tha article bore the signaturo of ’ L
Cotmander FELIPE VIDAL SANTIAGO on behalf of the "Dewocratic
Recovery of Cuba.” . .

The April 27, 1962, fssue of tho "Miazi Herald o
a daily rewspaper publiahed ln Miami, carrled an article

On Hay 25, 1962, M1 T-1 advlaad that subject
auld’Ln nll probabfllty ba 1ncluded in the mflitary

On Augus: 8 1962 MM T-1, as praviously indtcate';
advlsed tha; JAc_ CANNON who claims he' 13 ensssed in anti-

filtrating pei Iq, adviaed hia ship was amnk somewhera along
the ‘North Co. f :Cuba, but was able to save: ‘himself 4n'a | -
swall plastic boat with an outboard motor which was on -
board, and arrived. in .Cay Sals, He reportedly was ac~: .
companied on the trip by FPELIPE VIDAL, 2293 N. W. 7th - [
Street, Miami, Plorida, who forwerly held a responsible
position in’ che Cuban Navy during the CASTRO. regima,. on.
this trip, CANNON caid they were transporting $80, 000. 00
yor;h of arms and thesa were reportedly lost when the boac
sank,

: According to the source of MM T-l JACK CANhON,
who "3 a United States citizen and former CASTRO guertillﬂ-
wan, 18 suspected of working for the Cuban government. ,
resides at 2020 N, E. 135th Street, North Miani, Florida, J
where he and his Cuban wife, MARIA SUAREZ, are ténants.

The ccurce of F" T-1 advised he had had -some business
relations with ‘CAINON and upon:obtaining some information
about him, strongly suspects he is Involved in soxe clandes~
tina mission for the CASTRO regime, with ramificacions of
Frimknal offenses in Miaml, He stated he suspacts CANNON

is the same man who was known in .Cuba by thé naze of DUVAL

1
MM T-l edviged that on August 27, 1962, FRANK

: and who was MORCAN's adjutant during the oxecutions per-“ Y/ o
orzed in Cuba., - u,[~L‘ ijj??}i&
) _ 201~

JFIORINI, an' individual active in anti- CASTRO a\_tivii:y',' had |-
fndicated that he bad participa*ed in discussions for tha
Pa&viﬁda tiree days with the subject and other neebers
conqccted with the JULIQO CARCERAN group. PIORINI had.
discuaaed participation in activity relating to the pro-
CLrCuent of crews for a numbér of B~26 planes, and it was
decided that candidates for these crews were not to be
mewbers of the anti- ~CASTRO Cuban Revolutionary Council.

|

‘ Accotrding to MM T-1, the pillots recruited were to
be sent to unnamed Central American bases and targets were
to be Guantanamo Naval Base and the City of Santiago de

Cuba, or some target in'that general vicinity. No speci%ic
dEce was set for this operation, but FPIORIKI was given the
daze of August 31, 1962, as a timo 1imit T5 find crevs.

FIORINI stated he bhad offered his sarvices to VIDAL, but/
ra"cold—ha—rﬁﬁl na: parcicipate. s




14-00000

g==————-—"—“'65'occnhcr 22, 1962, MM T-4, who b 8 been in-
. volved i{n Cuhan volutionnry accivltics fo. :he past
T £ive ycars, advised that the subject was planning to
depart that date for Cuba on a military mission. Ac-
cording to MM T-4, VIDAL was accompanied by tha American
adventurer ROY HARGRAVES " VIDAL allegaedly has 15 men
in his group and recencly viaLCod Hew York.

S on. Novembey 19, 1962, MM T-4 adviscd that VIDAL'S
S friend, ROY HARZRAVES, 18 a fricnd of JONN BONILLA, Consul
IR -Ccnc‘ul of Guatcpala, and that poth are mutual fricnds of

v an old Nicaraguan revolutionfst, . This Nicaragunn rccencly

" : VES to place a fire bomb in an’ ‘unidentified” .
' ‘ ed that: the Nicaraguaa
any accion__ againsc

' “On. October 29, 1962, MH 1-6 advised chac the
zﬁsubjcct‘waf planning a mission. to Cuba. "The- subjecc
- -recently. Féturned frpm Cuba, whete ho claimed to ‘have
_been “ov.amissfon; VIDAL {8 reported to have said- that '
what _.hey weta 35 milea off the ‘Cuban goast, his boat wag.
311 - 'y & Cuhan gunboat,. and that when thcy ware ten
.milea off ‘the. gogat, anothey gunboat joined fn the
surveillance, At this poin: VIPAL returnéd to Miani.
Ha was teportedly using § borrowed bogt end the purpose’

«

e e e e e

: of tha misston wia £Q drop an agen; 4n the Matanzas Province
. Of c‘-h" ) .
; ) i
on Novamba: 13, 1962, WM T-4 advised that approxi- . *
: mately tbrep waehn prevtouuy the subject had depart:od fro:n
PR e ;
P Vaca Rey, Marathon, F;o;tda, #n 3 private boat on a crip v
Pl to Cubd.
g - PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
| .
o .. . The following s 3 physical deseription of the
. subjects o Y
§ . ‘ ‘ . L |
A .7 Name .. -+ . PELIPE VIDAL SANTIAGO
gl .t Alias - L Felipe Vidal .
q r " Raece S . White
4 ) . Sex , / o Mala
i ¢ .. Dbate of Birthy J' . Februaxy 3, 1926
i .~ . Placa of Birth} Havana, Cuba _
i T 0 Address = 2293 N. W, 7th Streat
i o S Miami, Florida
I .7 Height ... 6! '
o ) < Bulld ' S ~ . Slender -
] Hatir P - Brown, receding
! . Peculiarities ' .~~~ . Wears mustache
o . fceupation. © - -7 ., Cuban Naval-Officer
T 3 : .. 'Marital SCayup_f:"” Married
i - - Wife - SR RAQUEL GONZALEZ PEAL
; Father LD - HONORATO VIDAL MADRAZO"
Co - Mothar " ... MARIA DEL CARMEN SANTIAGO
I ; :  ALVAREZ .
. Fingerprint - - - PS
i Classification 19 1L 17 W MIIT 1I.
i ki S 1 .V 0Co
Cuban Passport No.- - 01432

; Alien Number .- All 677 §23 R



