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Chief, Washington Office

MRP Concern Over Holding of Meooyo Befhgee Group

1. <Jack B3celly?t a sporadic source who la dose to M. R.Pi 
leadership, notified this office on 2d January l$*6il that sixteen t'\X 
ranking Cuban defectors were being held by U. 8. luelgratLan 
authorities. They had escaped by boot after having renaihed In 'C

' •> >• 3 Grf q '(Q
2. Their leader is Gutierres Nenoyo, a fighter in the 

Spanish Civil War and veil known leftist, for this reason, he and 
his colleagues are probably suspect. Kaoolo Rey negotiated with 
Mshoyo three tinea in Havana in October and Bovesber i960, while 
be ves setting up the M. R. P. underground, and vaa never betrayed. 
The M. R. P. believes that Gutierres and his group are sincerely 
anti-Caatro and assisted in its escape from Cuba.

I
3. CgkeiRstated that the defection of these Inportant people |

is a blow to Castro because they can becone inportant leaders in 
the Eacanbrsy. They intend to go back to Cuba to fight actively. J

b. If they are actually Ccmsunists, the M. R. P. believes that 
this can be discovered in tise, but it fears that their being held 
by U. 8. authorities nay veil discourage other stat jar defections and, 
sore seriously, could play into Castro's hands as a propaganda device 
to point out vtaat happens to people who escape to the U. 8. The 
M. R. P. told'ijjkeljy) that the U. 8. should handle the setter discreetly - 
to sake setae annoimtvMnt that the eighteen are being held "for their 
own safety** or ecae such, which would prevent Castro from obtaining 
a psychological advantage.

5. The above InfbnBation was passed to Mr. Beaas, the 00/C Duty 
Officer, on 28 January 1961.
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