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UNITED STATES DIPARTMENT AP JUSTICS

T Pecderal Bureau of Investligatlion
i ,
Copy to: ; | o
Report of: TRANCIS J, O'BRIEN Office: lew Yorx, XNew Yook
pate: 2/a/62 o

Fleld Office File No.: 100-9086  Buresu Pile No.: 61-7352 L
e ..' :

: @Title: ‘/easm C. -WOOD | e
Nﬁ/ : - ' !

Character: SSCLRITY MATTER - C;
DNTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA;
RSCIST&ATION ACT - CUBA

Synopsis: XY T-) advised that balance in account of R. C. S
: : wood Imported Cigars, Inc., wits Manufacturers - o
: Eanover Trust Co., a3 of 12/29/61, was $%,137.%. :
. XY T-1 also stated that checks drawn on this
; account were for the payment ¢f salaries.-and
i normtal tusiness expenses, LREOMNERD PIChARD, CPA, /
! advised that during audlting of tecks of RCRERT
) C. WOOD he has rever observed any funds coming
£5 WOOD from the National Bank of Cuba or frea
==presa Cubana de Exportacicnes of Havang, Cubda.

CHARLES ASHMANN, attormey, Miaci, Ploricda, advised
. t=a% Harric AAuanﬁ!siqn Ageney has been successful

ia the initial phase or 1ts suit against the

cuban government as a favorabvle decision waa handed

down in Dade County Court relative to thc selzure : A

! Thias docuzent contains neither recormendations nor coaclusions 5 ;
of the F2I, It 1s the property of the FEI andlis loaned to . )
your asen:y. it and i1ts contents are not to be distridbuted

outside your asencj. . I
‘ f,u( ¢
! el umo«o-huat« v & Gt 2 | S

Qe-r(-'a" fro:n proleet (¢ X(C , -
i eSS g g B Lt E A ]

En1d - '.




14-00000

i e

-

N . i ” b
‘i. ....ﬁn‘ '.‘,‘,_.l.——-—n—J.___. SN PIP ...v.:‘

r"-c-l -3 1) v l\u.u__

o Y -

R Y S

e e o

V7 177-9080

(zrs2l8 Cont'd)

of Cuban tobacco destired for R.C.W, Supervisor,
Irc. ASHMANN stated thzat prececds of the sale of
the solzed tobagco annunted to $205,000.00 and _
satisfled tho debts cof the Cuban Government to -
Harris Advertising Agency. A news item appearing
in the Miami-published Cuban paper "E1 Mundo" on
1/14/62, related that Enpresa Cubana de Exportaclones
was dissolved on 12/31/61 on tha csolution passed ty
‘the Cuban Forelgn Conmerce Minister, STANLEY M, -
ZWAIX, attorney, 165 Breadway, NYC, adviscd -his law
fira representsa Three Stars Trading Company which

" .1s_suing the Government of Cuba for breach contract.
2WAIK stated that papera have been filed in ‘NY

--'State Supremo Court to attempt to attach monies.
collected in the U.S. by ROBERT C. WOOD of R,C.W.
Superviscer, Ine, Results of examination of ROBERT
C. WOCD by Attorney EUA£RD J, ENNIS and afriidavit
of Attorney ENNIS filed in NY State Supreme Court
set forth. ADOLFO AURIZMA, Sr. adviscd on 2/8/62
that WOOD and his firms had to vacate premiscs on
or boefore 5/31/62. AURIE“A stated that he believed
wOOD was presently in Eavana, Cuba, but was not
-absolutely positive, Artorney MONROE P, BLOCH, NYC,
advised that there were nn new developments in U.S.
District Court to obtain an inJjunction adainst WOOD
and his firms, NY T-3 advised on 2/8/62 that WOOD
left his residonce about a week or ten days -
praviocusly and had not yzt returned,
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FEDERAL BUFEAU OP INVESTIGATION

Date 1/5/62

N7 T-1 adviced on January 3, 1952, that the balance
in the account of R, C. wood Imported Cigars, Incorporated, as
of Deocmberl, 1951, was 47, 1&8-.3“ The balance in the acoount

as of Duocmbcz' 29, 191 wa3 $4,137.96, -

HY T-1 advised that during the month of Decembder, 198,
there were 22 dcposits made to this account_and the checks

arawn on thiaaxccount were for the payment of salarles of the
employeea and tor the payment of l€gitimate business expenses.

N’Y T-1 also advised that this acgount reflected
that R.C. WOod Imported Cigars, Inoorporated, pays $421.89 -
for rent .and eclectricity to Ad Aurlema Incorporatad, 85 Broad

Street, New Qork City. : '

NY 7-1 advised that check number 10502 dated
December 8, 1561, was paid to ARCHIBALD BROMSEN and thi1s cheok
was in the amcunt of $10,000.00. The account also reflcoted
that for the month of November, 1961, a check_dated December 14,

1961, was sent to Pickard and Friedman for accounting fees for A P

“the month of MNovenmber, 1661. NY T-1 stated that this cheok was Y,
endorsed for deposit by LEQONARD PICKARD, : !

NY T-1 advised that the records from which the '
above information was taken are no longer availabl

Information furnished by NY T-1 chould not be made
public except in the usual proocedings following the issuance
of a subpocna duoes teoun, P

o H{ T=1 cavised that in the event that any of the
Information from this account is desired a subpoena should be
directed to RICHARD MC CARTHY, Vice President, Manut‘aoturers .
Hanover Truat Company, New York City, ‘

— Panulacturers Earover THLE Co
on 1/3/62 at 60 Broadway, NYC File # NY 100-9086 - °

"by__SA FRANCIS J. O'BRIEN:chj] Date Jictated 1{‘&_/_62 '

This document contains neither reoommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the Fa]: and 1s ‘loaned to your
agenoy; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside

your agensy. ,
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NY 100-9086 . : )
Ooncerulpg ARCHTBALD 3RUMSTH, previously mentioned, .
it 18 to be ncted that BROMITN I: ‘an Attorney_and_a_partnen 13 i
the law firm of Bromscn and Gamzerwan, 4507 Seventh Avenue, ) I‘
New YOIk, New York,  'The law £irm ¢f Bromsen and Qammernan R
(zepresented POBERT Cxl'OOD An cormezponding vwith the United , S
Stateo Dcpartnc 1it_of State and the Nited Jrateq Depariment . | :
“of "Justico relative Lo WOOD!s ohjestlon to I‘ilo’\reglctration i
urder the provisiona QL the Fo“e' wsl A&cntn Reglsiration Aet ™ ]
of£ 1938, as amanded. _ e ;
—————— - ’ i
!
- !
i
. !
)
:
‘ !
!
: - /"”l‘
i j / i
} T
/ “ i
) / ‘
. ' !
; )
: S
3
L.
. bt
L
' - 3 a . ‘. ,
[
—— N - —_ ;
. h .
N Niet 2
. .-" ’-‘ ‘
[y 7 . ;
- ) . -~ ) /,'./' )
f ks :.:"'



14-00000

ﬁl'

ey

/) AN

i)

————— s
P

l,l S A S T AT S e, . -
uwee) . bowaer

y &

"1562’ TthatTho has ‘ber'n ‘thélaccountant for R.C.. oA
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date___1/19/62

J)l bt .__/\A__ ’

X
L"‘Cx ARD PICKARD CPA,, "Pickard and Friedrzn,
£5 West 4ond Streot, Meov ‘x’ov)c City, gdvised cn Jy.-;r'/

Inpgorted Cigars Incorporated and R.”C. W. Supervicor, |
Imor;)oratcd for tpproximately ono year. PIC{AP:: ze2ted

that he had proviocusly done accounting work for RIZZE!
C, WOOD before WOGD wont into partnership with ALLILFQ

//nUHJEHA -PiCKARD ntated that whon AURIEMA and WOCL formed

o partnership, AUKIEMA supplied the finances,and nence,
¢&sired his own accountnnt

%/ PXCKARD advigod that in doing the accounting
work for the two firmp owned by RODBERD C, WOOD of €5 .
Eroad Street, New York City, he has at no time otzssrved
ary funds coming to WOOD from Havana, Cuba, eitm,r__rmm

tre Natlonal Bank of Cuba or from Emprosa Cubana i
Ezportaciones. o

PICKARD adviped that in the beginning of 1951,
when ROBERT C. WOOD startod his companies, the firAncing |
wag. furnished by the Commerical Trading Company of Lew 4
Yorx City. PICKARD etated that iun approximately tsz middle

On__1/0/62 at_ 55 West 42ad Street, NYC File #,175-2086

bty__ 343 FRANCIS J, O!BRIFN/dbw

This document contains neither racoumendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It 1s the property of the FBI and 138 liczned to
your agency; it and 1ts contenta are not to be aietmbuted

outside your agenoy o (
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. ' x
.of 1901, the financing for WOOD began to come from Banque \ o
_Intra of Ceneva, Switzerland. PICIARD advised that™all™ : o
finfiEing for the operations of WOOD are now handled by

Tangue Iutra, -

- PICKARD furthor stated that he had never seon R
any contract olmyod by ROBERT C., WOOD and the Cuban . ,
Qovarnment. PICKARD stated that tho only information he .
had relative to this matter was what WOOD had told him. | :
PICKARD stated that he, WOOD, was tho sole importer of ;
Cuban tobacco and tobacco leaf to t he United Ststes.
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PLLZRAL EUREAU OF INVESTIOATION _ _
Date 1/16/62 S

IiY T-2 advLlee4 on January 9, 1962, that A
POBERT C. W00D of FLW Z.iervlaor, Incorgoruted, 85 S \'
Ernud Stresbt, lew Yorsz City, continues to uaintain an : : i
. aeccount &t the Trade E:nz ind Trust Company, 8 West : o '
4gth Strect,--Ned Yors Civy., NY T-J udvised that the : I
activity in this -accouunt refloets norpal busliness - f
operatlions and ¢ of Jzruiry 3, 1902, the balance 1n T
the acesunt of RCA Superviscr, Incorporated, was ) R
43,011.00, ’ : :

. , N? T-2 adévized on January 9, 1962, that he L
: has riot seen any depeslit3 in the RCW Zupervisor account - : i
: reflectirz tnzt money wz3 received from the Cuban A
. Goverrmernt., NY T-2 e2viced that depcaits in this . [
. sccount refiect that Ezngue Intra, 8.A. of Geneva, . ) g
i Switzerlard 18 acting 28 the factoring agent for the ‘ o
i . RCW Supervieor, Incorpcriated, NY T-2 advised that Co
: letters of credit are iseuzd by Panque Intra to Empresa

L Cubana ds Exportaclores azzinat documents for delivery- ,

: of totacco and tobacco lezf to the United States. b

N? T-2 adviged that the recerds from which

;’ the above inforrsticn wz2 taken are no longér avallable, i,- '
: N T-2 stated that the forezolng information (75 t

: shiould not te made putlic except in the usual proceedlings : ‘
: -followinyg trne 1ssuance cf a eubpoena ducea tecum and that : i i
tnis sutpoena ghould te lseued to MAXWELL HAUSER, Vige- : e :
President, Trade Bank znd Trust Company, New York CL{ty. / /. :

g

3 Wezt 42th Street N ;
On 1/9/62 at Hew Ysrz City Pile # NY‘100-5086 : i

j by ZA FRANCIS J. O'ERIZN:zec Date dictated 1/11/62

of the FPEI. It is the progzrty of the FEI and is loaned to

outside your zgency,
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Mrs. AMELIE HUERTA, Secritary to ADOLFO AURIEMAL“SEL'ﬂh"AUZ»
Ad Auriera, Inc,, £5 Broand Sirecet, New Yook City, cdviscd on !
; “January 9, 1952, that Mr. Auriema, Sr., was currently on.a___ . LV*
South _Americen_busiresa trip, M-a, HUERTA etated that ADOLFO! ,;t)m‘ :
: AURIENA, 8R., tentifled in Dade County Court in Miand, Florida,_;;;////-,
: cn Decomber 29, 1461, reletive to the hearing which was held L
in Mlanl-concerning the seizure of a shirmant of tebacco { ondr= ‘ ,
wialch wag dentined to RORERT C, WOOD.  Mro. HUERTA ustated that LS T '
this shipment of Cuban tobacco was selzed by court order by §
the Harcln Advertising Agcency of Mlami, Florida, in partial -

D a”paqunt for.money/o%ed Harris Advertising by the Cuban Government i

‘,J(u') S

P " of Prime Minioter CASTRO.

: Mrs. HUTRTA advised on January 9, 1962, that she had o
; a sheort. converpation with Mr. AURIEMA' before he went to South . , e
: Amorica, and durlag tha convarsation M. AURIEMA stated that ‘
' it eppeared that the Harris Advertising Agency would be ) i
successful in thelr selzure of the Cudban todacco, vhich was " :
deatined for ROBZRT C. WOOD., AURIEMA told Mro. HUERTA that . : b
tho tobacco gelzure by the Harrls Advertising Agency had Ly
already been sold at suctlon ond brougnt a price of $205,000.00. )'f

f 5
i Mr. CHARLES ASHMANN, partner in the law firm of Cuilmartin, !
' Bartel and Ashmann, 1527 Dupont Dullding, Miumi, Florida, o ;
tclephonically advised on January 30, 1962, that the tHarris Lo
Advertialng Agency of Miami, Florlida, whom hig firm 4cprcaents,, ;

’ has been succensful in the ipitial phase of thelr suit P '

againot the Cuban Government, as they received a favorable . o
: ruling in Dade Ccunty Court rcgarding the sale of tobaccos !
I which were selzed in Tampa, Florida. ASHMANN stated that the ' }
| tobacco Bclzed in Tampa, Florida, was designated to R, C. W, :

: Supervisor, Inc., which was headed by ROBERT C, WOID, : )
|

!

ASHMANN stated that the proceeds of the sale of
the tobacco brought a total of $205,000.00, which together with
other sclzures made by the Harria Advertising Agency has
corpletely satigfied the debts incurred by the Cuban SGovernment . .
with the Harris Advertising Agency. ASHMANN further advised
-on- January 30, 1962, that ROBERT C. WOOD had brought suit :
! in Dade County Dintrict Court to prevent Harris Advertising .
Agency from receiving the proceeds realized from the saledf
tho selzed tobacco designated to R, C, W, Supervisor:, Inc.

- 8 -
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ASHVAIN! aleo stated on January 30, 1962, that he
had heard that tiere w2c another pult teing dbrought against .
RCBERT €, WOOD in liew York State Cuprene Ceurt by the

‘Three Stam Treding Company, vhich 1z repreacnted by Attorney

EDWARD J, ENNIS ol Yew York City. SHMAEN otatced that he did
not know the detalls of this suit, but had becen infor.ned that

allegedly the accountn of WOOD in various Now York banks were

to be garnished,

CASIDUNRS aleo stated on January 30, 1962, that the final

phase of thoir coace concerning WUOD would be decilded in Dade
county District ccurt on February 26 or February 28, 1962, -

[

: ' MONROE PERCY BLOCH, Attornay, Brush .and Bloch, 27
William Streot, liow York City, by letter dated January 20,
1962, rturrished & thesmo-fax copy of an artiole vhich appeared
in the cuban newspzper, "E1 Mundo”, which is3 publicshed in Miaml,
Florida. This newc clipping 18 dated Sunday, Jusuary 14, 1962
and 18 captionced "Fincex Creates 12 liew Agencles',

This news article stated that by resolutions passed

by the Forelgn Coumsrce Minister, Corandante ALBERTO MORA,

twelve commcrecial agencles were created to handle the functions
formerly nandled by £zpresa Cubana d2 Exportaciones and Empresa

de Importaciones (Cubzn cxport agency and Cuban import agencygé
pore.

This nevs article 8tated that the Cuban export and Cuban im
/

agenclies were abolighed on December 31, 1961, .

The news article stated that cne of the twelve new
agencles created by Corandante ALBERTO MORA was Cubatabaco.-
This agency 1B to handle all operations relating to leaf )
tobacco dard cut thbacco, clgars and cigarettes,

The records of the: New York State Supreme Court,

. County Clerks Office, 60 Centre Street, New York City,
‘reflects under index number 18825 of 1361 that the Three

Stars Trading Company was represented by EDWARD J. ENNIS,
Attorney, 165 BroaGway, New York City. "

The records of the New York State Supreme Court and
the papers vhich have been filed by EDWARD J. ENNIS reflect

that the Threc 3Stars Trading Company is located in Miami, Florida,

! - 9 -
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and is owned by BEN WILINER of Flovida and ANGELINA ARIZAS :
of New York.

In napera rilcd with the New York State Supremna
Court, the Three Stars Trading Company otated that a written -
conuract had béen silgned on June 25, 1960, with the Covornnent
of Cuba puaran*colng that two rilllon pounds of frozen shrimp
or a.minimum ol ons millica pounds of frormen .shritwp would :

- be.shipped anmually to the Unted States froam Camaguey, Cuka,

In;npezs filed with New Yorik State Supreme Court the Three.

.Stars Trading Corporation chavged that the Republic of Cuba

reached 1to -contract by fellure and refusal Lo, make any
shipmert of shrimp wndéer the contract, The dafvnumnt, Three
Stars Trading Company, 18 -suing ‘the Republic of Cuba for
breach of contrast and. damages in the amount of $500,000.00.
The ccoplaint weo £12éd in New Ycrk Stata Supreme Court on
January 17, 1960. The esunmons was served by publication in
the "New York Law Journal' and "Mornlrg Telegraph",

STANLEY M. ZWAIK, Attorney, 165 Broadway, New Ybrk
City, adviced on February 5, 1562, that he 1s a partner with —

EDWARD J. LENNIS, who currently 1s out of tcwn on business, 7\

ZWAIK stated that they had been retained to represent the - ¢
Tnree Stars Trading Company in its sult cgeinsot the Republie T
of Cuba for breach of contract relative to shipment of frozZen

shrinp to the Unted States. /

‘ . ZWAIK atated they had made inquiries about money
held in United States banks by the Republlic of Cuta, but were
unsuccessful and learned that the Republic of Cuba no longer
maintaing accounts in United States banks, ZWAIK stated that
they hava now decided to attempt to attadh the monies collected
ty ROBERT C, VWOOD of R. C. W. Surervisor, Inc., 85 Broad Street,
New yYork City, who 1s the sole importer of Cuban tobacco in °
the United States. ZWAIK stated that they are going on the
assunption that the tobazco, which WOOD 1s distributing in the
United States 18 actually the property of the Cubtan Government
&5 WUOD receives a five per cent commission from the sale of
all tobacco in the United States. ZWAIK advlsed that they
belleve that the money received by WOOD for ithe sale cf Cuban
tobacco belongs to the Cuban Government, and they hope to have
a favorable decislon handed down in thia matter by the New

!

‘York State Suprema Court.

- 10 -
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. York City, &ng tnzt his twe corporztions, R, C. W,

L
LR3I B , ' fonis
-

.

ZwrI¥ sdvised that purauanf to a court order of
the Henorable S/JUEL H. HOFSTADFER, dated January 10, 1962, -
ROBZRT ¢, WCLD wzy eramdn:d by E:.A?D J. ENNIS., Dusing the
course of tre eyezination, WOOD wa3 represented by HENKRY
WINESTINE of the law firm of Rabirowitz and Boudin. T

e

- Durirz the examination of RODERT C, WOOD, 1t was
ascertained tzz% WOOD resides at 274 Viest 19th Stree», New
Supervisor,
Inc., exd R.'C. ¥cod Imported C‘zars, Inc, are located at -

85 Broad Street, lizw York City.

Warrants of Attachment were served on WOOD's corporations
on December 25, 1661,

Durirz the examination by Attorney ENNIS, WOOD
ptated that h= Ztarted in the cigzar busincuo in 1950 under
the name of CGizpert Pinar del Rlo Clgar Agency, Inc. In
1953 thia corporation became known &8 AURIEMA-WOOD Imported
Cigars, Inc., until 1t was disolved on Tecember 31, 1960,
January 1, 1551, WOGD's corporation them became known as

R. C., VWood Zzported Cilgars, Inec. ~

Corcerning the discussicna with individuals in
Havana, VOOD gtzted that he was intereeted in re-establishing
the Cuban cibzr rarket 1in.the United States, as no/Cubay
cigars had been ‘*ported into the United States from Cubanm
from Deceuoer, 155G, to May, 1G661.. %WOOD held discussions in
Havana regardirng this matter with HECTOR VILLALCN, an Argentinian,
and with SﬁW”I;” RIERA, who was in charge of Consolidado del -
Tabaco Torido, During examination by ENNIS, WOOD stated that
he did not lz.ww whether or not RIFRA vas part of.the Cuban
Government or uhether or not Consolidads was part of the

Cuban Gove*r*anu.

n F -“.aary 22, 1961, after meny discussion3s 1n
Havana, WOCD 3izxed a contract with the Bank of Foreign
Commerce, eri .z stated that this contract was signed in-the
office of SANTILGD RIERA, and that his office was the office
of Consolidzdo cel Tataco Torido, walch 18 located in a new
bullding in Flzza Civica, Havana, Cuba, WOOD stated that he
did not know whether this was a government bullding or not.

- u -

on

;

[
Y FRIET L JENWEREREFC L e & SESPY S N,

L Y

foen



14-00000

'
. . : . ' = . .
DEILE R TRy . - - .- e - . P04, bt tmam’ S AL e an i emen o el 4 VB o ——— e ———— a0y 4 - Ll I
Dy o-u 1onte o e

. " NY 100-9086 -
' Durirz tho exandration of WOOD 1t was also pointed '
cut that in pzrzgsazh six of WOOD's contract of Feobruary 22,

o 16561, R..C., ¥zo2 Imported Cigaia, Inc. 1s called "Supurvisor
: and & 18 note2 that orders for cigars from Cubz ruat be sent /-
! by the Supervicor to the Bank for Exterior Commerce of Cuba, .
! end that necezzary letters of credit would run in favor of . ;

‘-*\"‘a:nprena Cubara de Exportaciones", _ L

!

b ¥GOD 2180 -stated during his examination by ENNIS - S

; that he had beern given pover of attorney to scttle disputes j
with othor Amizrican inporters for bad shiprenta and other . !
legitimate c¢laics d”aln-)" cuban cigaras factories, WOOD -claimed :
that the cipar fzctorishad this power in February, 1961, to

; - delegate powzr of attorney to him, and . he also stated that the : :

. “tobaceo factorscin Cuba today function a3 they did in the past : ;

R »d are under a trusteeship. WOOD also clelmcd that the ;

‘ ' interventor or zdxzialgtrator ol the tobacco factorxshas the .

; ) power of attcrrey for the. foctodes.VOOD sald he did not low - - :

! ' if the interventor was a gevernment officiul or not. WOOD g
also clained thzt he did not. lmow who put the Zinterventor in R
charge of the various tobacco factorcswhich had been intervened / '

g by the Cuban (biernment

WooD zlao stated during his exarination by .,NNIS
i that he received nis power. of attorney from eight of nine
i factorftesand thai{ this power of attorney was cigned by ’
, the intexrventor of the particular tobacco factoris.It was also : .
! noted that.in a letter dated March 27, 1961, WOOD informed : : !
! Mr. DONALD GRZ44, President, Faber, Coe and Qregg, that he, :
{ WOoOD, had been entrusted with power of attorney from . '
"C-onaolidado 42 13 Industria Tabaco Habana" ‘. ' :

i WO0D 2180 advised that he had been entrusted to pay
commissions to pecple in the United States for the sale of v
i . Cuban tobaccos which were due to them prior to the intervention :

of Cuban tobzcco factorisduring September, 1560. WOOD stated S
f that this autnority was given to him orally by the various :
interventors, ari that payment of commissions|to individuals :
in the United States was made through the law’ firm of Rabinowitz R

and Boudin, P
- 12 - ' ' o :

B Rl




14-00000

RN

“tobacco in Europe,.

NY 100-9085

A

- In connectlcen with the financing of WOOD!s cperation,
he atated cduring nle erzrinatlion by ENNIS that he recelved
finfmclng originally fro= the Commercial Trading Corpsration,
1440 Broacway, kew Yorx f';‘.j, and the Royal Bank of Cznada,
Montrerl Branch, Mon‘crea.., Cznada, WOOD stated that due to
t he high 1nte"cst rate, rne vap rforced to seck other financing
and made a trip to. Ger.e'm, Zwitzerland, where he mat A, J.

.. BESTAWRG3 of =uenco S. 4., ¥aich is a corporation gat up in

Switzerland %o hondle thz fzportaticn and sale of Cuban

WCOD rtzted that HECMOR VILLALCYH was & -
one quarter partner in Prarnco, VOOD advised that through
BESTAVROS, who was acqualirnted with the Banque Intra 8. A.,
they were able to obtain firancing.WOOD claimaed that they did

"not heve to put up any eollzteral with Paaque Intra and letters

of credit were initiated on the solvency and integrity of

WOOD'as firms and on the perzonal guaranteo of WOOD ard BESTAWROS,
plus the guarzntee of a cuntract between Emencoand R. C. W.
Supervicor, Inc. UWOOD statcd thiat Emenco 18 now a {ifty per

cent partner in R, C, W, f;.zbrarviuor, Ine.
ZWAIX stated thzt fr. ENNIS was rnot Jat""‘ir-d with

' nll the answers given by w24D, and the examination of WOOD was

s

t erminated with the understz: ;ding that he may bere-examined
at a future date agreeavls to both parties.

STANLEY M, ZWsI% on February 5, 1962, furifished a
copy of tha allicdavit c¢f . EDUARD J, ENNIS which sz filed
in New Yoric State Suprezs Lourt, New York County, on '
January 17, 1552, The affiz<avit of Mr. EDWARD J. ENNIS reads

ay follows: /

_"SUPREME COURT OF THZ STATE OF NEW YORK ‘
"COUNTY OF NEW YORK

e L L L LTS,

¢ ~"THRERE STARS TRADING COMPANY : Lt
:(index Yo. 18825-1961
. Plaintiff
A ]
v8, APZIDAVIT
"REPUBLIC OF CUBA : -
Defendant
LT T YR PR RSP T YT Y P PP L L D P DR P P L P TS 4
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"STATE OF NEW YORK )
"COWMITY OF NEW YORK ;
"EDWARD J. ENNIS, being duly sworn, deposes and says:’ -
"l. I am plaintiff's Attorney in this action and make
this arfidavit in support of an application for an ordor
directing the service of the swmcns upon the defendant by
publication pursuant to and in compliance with C,P.A,
232-a and 232-b. . . '
"2. Nature of this action., -
in dated and issucd Novembar 3, 1561 and of the cémplaint
verified January 16, 196251n a_cauge of action to recover

sun of money only dgainst the defendant 1s annexéd hereto and

a

“marked Exiilbits A. and B. This iv an action ugpn a written

contract between the plaiqtift ond the defendant to racover

damages for defendant's failuro and re¢fusal to ship to
plaintis{ at leaat 1,000,000 pounds of frozen shrimp annmually
as required by ‘the written contract,

3. Defendant foreign corporation. - Defendant 48 &

forelign state and the government . thereof and as such a

foreign pudblic corporation conatituted and existing under the

laws of the Republic of Cuba, ‘The affiant has ascertained by

diligent inqQquiry that defendant, upon the termination of

- lu -

A copy of the swrmons here-
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"dipleonatie reiations between e defentant and the Government
of the Unlted States on January 3, 1651 and prior to the
cormensese: it of this action, mx@d itp diplomatic and -
consular officials and other reprwsentatives from the Um.ted
States and closed its former Comsulate at 625 Madison

Avenpue, New York, N, Y. ACter &iligent effort by afr:l.ant in

sccking and failing to find a rerrecentative of defendant to
serve in Naow York plainti!‘r has Ywen unablo‘ to find, and will
be unable to fing, any representitive of the defendant in
the State ol Now York upon ‘whom the Bummons could be served
since the commencement ot; this astlon.

"4, Ievy of warrant of ateschment, - On Dc;_cembéx' 27, 4
the attach-

1661 the Sheriff of tho City of Xew York levie
‘ment by serving certifilied copies of the second warrant of

attachment in this action dated ’-\:cexﬁber 22, 1301 on R, C.

> - S Wood Imported Cigars, Inc. and R. C, ¥, su;f-rviaor, Inc..

g, at their paze of buz:.:;ess, 85 Broad

Now' York sorpota
Street, New York, N.Y, On Jenusry 8, 1962 the s2id two
corporations by their President X. C. Wood certified to the ‘ :

. b

Sheriff that they had 'no property' of the defendant. But Cr
by order of this Court dated Jamusry 10, 1552 the said two T ;

corporations were ordered to appear to be ezamined by their '~ CoH

5 o - 15 -
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{
"President under oath conccrnin@Lgny proerty of the de-
fendant in thelr posecesslon or an& 1debte oved by thea to
tho Gefendant!, o
"5. Debts of Defendant in New Yor¥x, - The exarination

- of the two corporations by R. C. Wood os January 16, -1962

discloses that at least oric of the two carporatidns. R. C. W.

Bupervisor, Inc., 1s the debtor of the ¢cfendant for the
~ price and procecds of Cuban cfgara exporyed by defendant
from Cuba to the United States for sale iere and the proceeds

of vhizh have not yot becn paid to the de2fendant, On his

ezaminntion‘Mr. Wood pnoduced a copy of the contract dated y/”
: i ,

._February 22, 1961, emendsd Scptember 25, 1761 which recites

that the Minister.of Foreign Commerce of Ciba created
.Empreaé Cubana Ekportacioncs to carry out £he contract with
R,C,VW, Supervisor, Inc., 7The Government of Cuba, by
fintervention' has taken over and nationaiiéed the business
of manufacture and exportation of clgars formerly conducted
by private business concerns, The contract provides that
R.C.W, Supervicor, Inc. is dcsisnated fThe Supervisor! of the
¢istribution and oale of all brands Jr Haverna cigars in the

United States, The Supervisor will recelve for 1ts compensa-

S - 16 -
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"tior;‘ 54 of tho invoice value of :Lsﬁm oriered directly Oy ) 1
Tho Sﬁpcrvinor and a 2% commission on the invoice value o_t‘
cigars not ordered through The Sugervigor, ke contraot{'
mrthcxi' provides that Ths Superviser will ofen a letter of
| credit and will affect payment Sy deaft dated 59 days. Mr.
' Wood testifled tha; Barqus Intra, 3 Szdas barz, provided a
j ' J:ettex- of credit under vhich it &3reas to péy Espresa for
;' ' cigars shipped 60 days efter the date of thé billo_ of lading.
' ‘Fo‘r this noryice’ R.C.W, 8Bupervisor, Inc. gave Ezngue Intra
) trlgtde ecoentence payable /in‘ 55 dxy3s and depocited with Trade
' Bank and Trut Company, 8 lcot 38X Street, Ked York, N.Y. | 7 - * g
to be paid when due to B;mque Int=ats New Yerx correspondont B
bank for Banquo Intra's account. . Wood tostified that on
i bDecember 29, 1961 when the second warrant of attac}'m;entx was
g served on .R,C.W, Supervisor, Inc. and at the gesent time
. X there 18 unpaild for cigars shipped to it frpm Cuba over ‘
’ £100,000 and that taere are trade scceptances of R,.C.W, : g
: l ‘S8upervisor, Incf in the poé3session of Trade Ezrx and"rruat ‘ K E‘
i : Company for this unpaid amount, M. ‘Wood alzo testified that i §
R.C.W. Suporvisor, Inc. did not psy Lts(trade acceptances . igi
E when due on a shipment of clgars seized in Tazpa, Florida by %
e g e i cnis 4 e e et e e o e ‘ ’%;
' L o .
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"a credltor of the Republio of Cuba and sold at auction as:
property of the Repuvlic of o.:bb. bzcauss in the ebaznce of
clgars and the proceeds therefrom R.C.¥. Sugervigor, Inc, 7.
did not have the funds to honor these trade accéptancea.

e, Levy on é»bts and caunes of actison in Few York. -

C.P.A, 916, as emonded and extended, expressly eubjects to

atgachment any debt '6r cause of sction aricing out of con-
tract due to dct’cnd.‘mt. fron any person or cor:}omtion upon
vhom service may be made in New York County and for which
debt or céuao of action tho" defendant could sue in New York.
'1_‘he statute exprescly prm'riqea that tno levy vhich has been
made by the Sheriff on this case, constitutes a .ae;eure of
all of the rights of the defendant in the debt} or causes

of actlon due to thae deferidant, Adxittedly, by the testimony

of 1t President, R. C, Wood, R.C.W. Bupervicor, Inc. has
recelived .ehipmentq of cigars from the defendant/for xhich the
defendant haz not yet been paid and for whigilx over $100,000
18 due, R.b.u. Supervisor, Inc. cannot take the position as
purchaser that it does not owe the seller for the cizars
8inply because 1t haa secured the paynent"s ¢ue by arranging -
for a Swlas Bank outside New York and not eubject to attach-

ment to issue a 60 day letter of credit for the purchase

- 18 -
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Wico to the defendant in exchange for R.C.W. Superv;sor,,hv
Iucts agrecnient to provide the bank with 55 day trade i
acceptances due five dayﬁlbriqr to the time the bauk 18 re~"-
o quired to honor 1ts letter of credit to the-defendant. The
: ! ' law of New York is c1e§. th-t the issuance of the letter ot
;’ - © gredit does not &I fect_the—purchaser's contractual: obligations
to ray the seller, and a contract entirely neparate from the
_dbuyerts obligation to py ‘the seller. The fissuance of such
"¢etter of credit waa obviously not a puyment of (the bqyer'a) j
debt to (seller) out merel; provided a means by which the : i

o latter could obtain payment * ® #,1 Bank of United States v. el
Seltzer 33; A.D, 225, 2;1 NY.S. 63 , 644 (1st Dept), of. / ;
Asvury Park and Ocean.cro?e Bani¢ v. Naticnal City Pank 35 ‘
A N.Y.S.2d 965 (Shientag, 7.). If the bank fails to honor the

Jetter of credit the buyer remains liable for the price of ) . é
P L 'tho goods received from the seller. Thererore a debt from ' o
R.C.W, Supervisor, Inc. to defendant in excess.of $100,000
presently exists and has beed’attacheq and selzed by the
levy. If R.C.W, Subervisor, Ins. wishes to dontegd ihat»1t
does not owe- Cuba for the cigars because dé thé_dutétgndins_
letter of credit it has 1ts remedy by application in the
action or affidavit under C.P,A, 5924 for a determination

that there 1s not debt %o Cuda subject to attachment.
' - 19 - ; ' :
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" "Uncer the terms of tne aforesald written agreement of

Fcbmary 22, 156 with Empresa, the governmental agency of
the R_epi-z-ﬁiic of Cuba ex%tablia)‘zed by the linistry of Foreign
Commerce to handle Cuban exports (reported in the Ofriciall'
Gazette of the Republici_ of Cuba, p.8894, Marcﬁ 3, 1961),
R.C.W, 'Superviaor, Inc. ,15 appolnted as *The Superviaor'd‘ the
distribuuon and nale of all brands oi‘ Havana cigears in the
United Statoa for fixed cornissiona of 5% and 2% of involce
.prices with a provision that the Supervisor cannot 1n/oice

the distributors at a bigher price than that provided in the

involces from Bmpresa to. R C. Y, Supervisor, Inc Uader the

terms of this contract 1t may eventually be determined that
R.C.W, Supervisor, Insc., 18 not a purchaeser of the cigars,
but merely the. agent of the defendant Republic of Cuba 80
that the funds in its hands received from distributors are
' the property of the Republic of Cuba end not merely a debt
owed by R.C,W, Su'pewioor; Inc, to- the Republic of Cuba.
18 not now necegssary, however, to resolve this legal question

It

because it is axfficient. for purposes of attachment if thers
is a debt or c&use of actio’n, due to Cuba from R.C, W, Super-

’

vigor, Inc.
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"T. No prior application has been made for this rellef,
VHEEREFORE, plaintiff prays tiat the order for service

of the swumona by publication lasue. -

m /s/ EDWARD J. EWDIS

"Sworm to before me this
17th day of January, 1962,

L
~

*f;;.JZQZ‘ , _ "

NY T-1 on February 8, 1562, advised that a.reﬁiew_ot
the account maintaincd by ROBERT C, 20D at the Manufacturers
Hanover TrustvCompany, 60 Broaduay, New York City, falled to
reflect any significant information during the month of January,

1962, and the first days of February, 1962,

NY -1 advigsed that ha had'eiamiﬁed deposits made to -
thios account, and the deposits fall into two categories:

1. Money received from factors;
2. loney received from cigar distributors for
deliveries of clgars by ROBERrZ, VWOOD,

CARL QGROSSMAN, Commercial Trading Corporation, 1440
Broadway, New York City, advised on February 8, 13962, that his
association with R, €, W, Supervisor, Inc. and ROBERT €. WOOD

- o1 -
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continucs e3 1t has in the past. GIOSSHMANY stated that period-
s 1cally they will edvance moncy to WOOD agalnst goods recelvable,
(AROGCLiAM sta"ﬁd that WOO» seaks en advancement from Comncrcial . '
Tradlng in order to meet hilo normal buslneces expenges to pay . :
custond dutico on cigars anud also-to malntaln Lhila BLOCk

’ L.E"’.I'.D PYCKA”D Certified Publlic Accountant, Pickard
Fricéman, £5 vczt L2nd S *eot, New York City, advised .on
Februnry 8, 1552, thaat his relationshlp with Mr. ROGERT C.
W00D r»ma:na tie same and he continuces to do &ccounting vork
for WOOD and ¥OCD's corporations. PICKARD stated that he
did not know what cffcct the recent United Stateo Government
. A deceinfon refardaingz. prohibiting the impoimation. of Cuban cigars.
. ©- %Will €o to hia a-aoniation with WOOD. 3 S

: ADOL’O AURTEMA. SR., A Auriem«, Ino., 85 Broad .
- Street, New Yoriz CLty, on February 8, 1962, ‘advlsed that he had
tostified in Miami, Pliorida, on Lecember 29, 1561, relative to -
“his associatlon with WOOD, AURIENA advised that-the hearing
in Mfami was relative to thd recent seliure of tobacco by the
Harria Adverticing Agency in order to sotile an account which
vag owcd darria by the Cuban Government, : .

AUP EA advised that on February 8 1952;’ho wrote

a letter *to WoOD advising that ©oOD would havo to vacate -
premises which he now occuples at 85 Broad Street by May 31,

: 1962, AUidEMA ptated that in oripginal lease signed with WOOD,

! " it was agreed thot.on May 31; 1962, W0OD would vacate the.
premiges as thegce prcn_sﬂn viere rented by AURIEMA and AURIEMA o

; nceded them for expansion of his own business, AURIEMA stated - . : b

{ I thet his letter of February 8, 1962, was answered on February.9, .

i 1052, and it vas etated that R, C. Wood Imported Cigars: would : S
move to another location by May 31, 1962, _ AR

! : AURIEMA advised that the letter from VWOOD!'s office’
T D dated February o9, . 1962, was written by CARLOS DUNN and in the
- ' T letter it wza ptated that he was enswerding the letter in _

. o the abocnce frcri the City of Mr. WOOD, AURIEMA advised that
he believed that VOOD wea now in-Havana, Cuba, ‘but was- not

_abuolutcly poslitive of 1¢t,

FLNANE PERCY BILOCH, 27 ¥11ltam Street, New York City,
who 18 representing former Cuban cigar manufacturers.in the
United States Dietrict Court relative to the seeking of an

- 22 - .
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1niuction azainst WOOD and his firms, advised on e
that taere has bcc'x no new developnments Lo thils mat
¢ipated heing in contact with Undted States Fod

SYATRICK VAY PELM DRYAN in tho near futuve.
NY T-3 advised on February 8, 1S, thet ROBERTIC,

WD ler“ his reuidence at 274 west 15!:.1 o.‘\ct about a
wodik or ten days ago and has not returned &s Ye NY T-3
stutod tmt he had no lkmowledse of the p*csm“ \nareabo.xfn of

‘-.’:"G‘), ar did he have any kno: :ledge of WOCD teling 1x‘_A ‘Havana,
Uty ac ‘the pregent time. . .

Concerning Rabinowit:z and Boudin, mentio“od
p"e\iously, the rollouin0 13 hoted:

"Martindale-Hudbell Law Directory", €3nd edition, e
Cél reflecta that VICIOR RABINOWITEZ and L..O\“'\D B. '‘BOUDIN are .
sitorneys and formed the .firm of Rabinowits =u:d Soudir, 25
=oad Street, New York City,

i

The "Dally Vorker" on April 6 1938, page 2;

U ooluwmn 1, contained an item dated April 2, 1950 et Pittuburgh,

“‘“Fylvanin, which reflected thet VICTOR RABINOVITZ was the
-at»erncy who euccesarully carrded the case of STEVE NELSON
t> the Supreme Court of the United States. The artlcle
reficcted that NELSON was convicted under the sedltion law of
tha State of Pennsylvania and that the United States Supreme
_Caurt voided this.and two other convictions on March 26, 1956

The Communist Party (CP), USA, has been
desipnated by the Attorney General of the
United States pursuant to Executive Order
I 10450, '

The "Dailly Worker" was an East éoast
Communist dailly newspaper which suspc dod
publication January 13, 1958.

The December, 1958 issue of the "Naticral Guild R

Lawyers", tho official publication of the New York Chapter
of the Naticnal Lawyers! Guild (NLG), listad the officers.and
natlonal executive board nerbers of the NLQ, V'CTOR
RASINOWITZ was among those listed.

- 23
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The XLG l8 characterlized in the Appensiix of thio
report,

n Tetruary 132, 1959, IT7 T-4 adviged ths VICTCR
RABINOWIZ was & reaber of tho lintional Coxmittes of tihw
Exiergoncy Civil Liverties Cormittee (ECLC),

The u::C 18 oharacterizod in the Appes=iix of thio
report,

NY T-3 advised on Juns 21, 1850, that IEDNARD B,
EQUDIN w23 a \,::.::alad member ¢f the CP and actively asgsoclated
with CP froals Suring the 1940'8. _ R
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AP2EIDIX
EHERATICY CIVIL LIDEQATIES (’(.‘.’G.’?.'.’.‘.".I":.'E

The "Guide to Subversive Orbun47ufiona and
Fxblications“, reviced and published &3 of Januery 2, 1357,
prenared and releascd bty the Cernittes cn U = Americss .
Activitlics, Unlted Stateo Houso of Representatives, e‘*.ngton, .
D, €., coataina the following concerning thc Ene.*er‘“ Civil ——
Liberties Comaittea:

L R T TRE

“Erorgency Civil Libortics Committes :

"1, 'To defend the cases of Comuunist . o
1awnbreakers, fronts have been -devised . o
malcing speclal appeals in behalfl of : o

‘ . eivil 1iberties and reaching out far . T

P ) beyond the confines of trie Cormandst - -

’ Party itoelf, Anong theze organizallicss v
are the # # # prergency Cavil Lidbertled ) . .
Corunlttee, Vhon the Ceorsminict Party - [
) . 1toeclf 18 under fire thece fronts offer a C
: bulwark of pmtection.!

(Internal Sccurity Subcommittes of the

- ‘ . Senate Judiciary Cormittse, Handbook

. Lo . for. Amoricana, 3. Doc. 117, April 23.\

- 1956 p. 91.)"
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'Wationcl
det front.

on Un=Americon
Activities, report 1314 on the
CI0 Politicau: J-:i:r Coimitice,
March 23, 1iss, p. LiY,)

Cerueis

. ¢
.,,"'

Cited 0s a
(Srecial Cunx

C2t2d as-a Cemununlict front which 'is-

the forormost g2l bulware o the
Cusmunlst Peyty, 1ts front ornnalzations,
and coutrolled unionct! and wihich ‘olnce -
1ta inceptiorn never falled to rally
to the lugal

of the Coumuniot o o
Purty and '

rvbe's tiercol,
ineluding nnudu: aajc apente,!
(Comrmittee oo

a
4
4r,
-

Aetive uiCS, l !
ationnl ' E
21

1830, _ : ;
torbas 1950.) s

e

Lowyers Gui lc,
ozibinally res

Y.
-l

'To dafeond the cases of cominniat
laubreakers, Zrontz have beon duvised
muhinb spccia- rppenis in bohalfl of civil
libartics and zouzaling ovt rav beyond the
coﬁtines of Comrrinlot Party itselfl.
Lmong thicse eriznizutions gre tho # » #
Yiational Losrmern?’ Cuild., When the ’
Communist Pzoty 1tzell 13 uncer fire
these ofler z Duluzpk of protcotion,!?
{Internal Secumity fuheommittee of the
Zenate Jud‘c’ﬂﬂy rOﬂmictce, Handbook

for Americ«"., po uoc. 117, april 23,

19560 p~ J*O)
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UNITHD 2TATES DRPARTAMENT OF JUSTICE

FZL kAl BUREAU OF ISVESTICATION

New York, New York
Februacypy , 1962

re: ZFubert €. Yood
Leocurity Maztter - C;
Znternnl Sccourity - Cuba;
fegistraticon Act - Cudba

Rceference %3 r,:tde to trhe report of Special Agent

Francis J. O'Drlern, :2.:::‘. ar.d capiiuned as gbove at New York. .

All courzez (except any listed belcw) used in referenced

communication -have tu....s cd reliable ..nformat'on in the past.

position to mmi-.. rf,-:._ble ‘ntcr-ﬁtio'x, and NY
informant with vhox comisz¢t has peen inpsufficlent to . determine

his relladbility.

Tnis dcozsent contéins neither
recco—erniz2tions nopr conclusione
of tre 72I, 1t i3 the property
of tre
apgercy; 2t and 1te coatents are
not ts ze distributed. outside

your egsncy.

FzZI and 18 locaned to your

7-2 are informants who are in a
7-3 18 an

.g:)/z,/, 7
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