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_18 Decamber 1975

verormvDUM FOR:  DCodsa/osg]
ATTENTION [E}aig Hale]

SUBJECT ¢ Gordon Michael Duwane Hovel

.

REFERERCE

HH-27696, 10 Decenber 1975

1. I have reviewed the allegations in reference that the
British, either British military or British intelligence (other-
wise not further specified), have cutfitted a converted torld
War II Liberty ship as a fioating display case for British
military hardware. 1 have further checked out the bizarré siory
in paragraphs two and three of reference concerning use'oj the
British ship by MI-6. ‘ o r

2. This office has absolutely no information to substantiate
the story told in reference and Africa Division also has no Loz
corroborating information.

3. In short, I consider the story deve]oped in paragraphs‘.
two and three of reference highly suspect since 1 do not believe
the British would be able to mount such an operation w1thout it

com1ng to the attention of this office.

foys

George } Holmes
c/ R/BC
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SUBJECT: Gordon Novel

1. @r. Peter Houck] resident officer for DCD in New Orleans, - i
telephoned to say that additional problems regarding Gordon Novel
had arisen and&!r.- Houcgrequested that I call the Assistant U.S.
Attorney, Mr. Al Winters, telephone No. (AC 504) 589-2921. On
16 March I called Mr. Winters and he told me that Novel had posted

~ $40,000 bond and had been charged with possession of a destructive

device. However, as they investigated the case there seemed to be
more evidence of a conspiracy with other business associates of Gordon
Novel, particularly with regard to acquisition of falrly sizable parcels
of land in downtown New Orleans including land in the French Quarter.
Mr. Winters indicated that his office was beginning to collect evidence
of suspicious fires which had occurred on some of this property. Mr, =
Winters estimated that the earliest trial date for Gordon Novel would be
late May or early June.
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2. Mr. Winters asked that&r. Houcgnot discuss the case with -
Gordon Novel or any of his attorneys. Obviously, Mr. Winters is
concerned that such discussions could lead to "Jencks material¥ and
I assured him-that it was the Agency position that we did not Wanl@ld

CIiouc]atalklng to any of the defendants or their counsel unless &
representatlve of the U.S. Attorney s Office was present.

S

' 3 It would appea.r at th1s time that Gordon Novel may subpoena Bt
&eter Houc as a witness at which timer. Houcacan deny the Agency's
approval of Novel's proposal "Project Morningstar." A second possibility
is that CIA would have to provide a witness from the Office of Personnel
to show that Mr. Novel was never employed by CIA,

4. On March 16, I Called&r. Houcgand explained to him Mr. Winters'
request that he not talk to any lawyers or defendants and@r Houcg readily
' agreed to comply with this request and said that he would 1mmed1ate1y call
Mr Winters if any attempts were made to interview him.

ohn K. Gr.
ciate General Counsel

~  c¢: Chief/DED
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Movie on CIA a.nd Wadgrgate
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1. Allon F, Sandler) President of Sandle apes and Films,

Hollywood, has been approsched by Gordon Howe}d of Dall (not

further identified) who 1s sexking a company o do the filming for

a documentary-type mwovie on th topic of " FA. as instigator of

the Watergate breakin." Novell daims to/be 'represe ng, or to

at least have the support of, Jamek Colsbn and loesh Dietriths :

Novell claimed to have the necessary\fhancial backing for the 185230
project and is now searching for a ggdd documentaxy film producer

- {vhich s what led him to’'Sandler). :

2. TRovell's :hxtention is %o Produce 8 expose-~type documentary
vhich shows the CIA as the inst fgator of the \Jatergate caper. The
 only other names he dropped wepé those of Jameh Garrison (New Orleans

District Attorney) and Davin #mn (not further IN entified . Be
claimed to be getting substay ive assistance and dgoperation from
the latter two.

. "

3. Sandler offered £o pursue the offer if we deslyed. Ve

made no effort to encoupfige him, but thanked him for the\information.

RAYMOND G. DURHAM

RDBeske /ub

File: GSISandlgr Tapes and Films
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T0: DcD/va YORK INFO D D/LOS ANGELES

FROM DCD/WASHINGTION (RYAY
&S0
bU’J»CT' GOnDOM NOVEL, LISTEW len CALLER
. '——-—-_—_\——\
oF e DCD/NLJ YORK 4)954, 25 JUN. 1975

SLHAES G

le & SOURCE OF THE DCD/LOS AWXLESAFFICE WAS APPROACHED BY ONE
GORDON HOVEL OF DALLAS IN JULY JSTNAMOVEL WAS SESXING A FILM COMPABY
- TO 0O THEZ FILMING FOR A DOCUMENTARJATYPZ MOVIZ O¥ THZ TOPIC
oF "TH‘ CIA AS INSTIGATOR OF THE WYATMISATE BREAK IN”. NOVEL CLAIWLD TO
BZ REPREZENTING OR AT LL@ST‘lﬁ JAVE TAZ BACKIHP OoF MES COLSON

A\D NOAd DIaTRT"H Co

2. JovkL ALSO DdOPPtD THEAMAMES OF JAMES GARRISON OF NEW ORLEANS
AND DAVIN WYNN (NOT FURTHER/IDENTIFIEDY, MQVEL CLAIMED TO BE
GETTING SUBSTANTIVE ASSISTANCE AND COOPERANON FROM THESE INDIVIDUALS.

3. WE HAVE NO FURTHEY IUFORMATION I DCD/h.'DSUARTERS rILES -
0N GORDON NOVEL. WE HOBE THAT THIS MZSSAGE WILN AT LEAST PROVIDE
§. SOM: 3ACKGROUND INFORMATION ON NOVEL IN THE OFF HANCE THAT HE
oHOuLD CALL YOUR OFFJCE AGAIN, \

A, FILE: Hi=2731. E2 IMPDET CL 3Y 518877
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