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From: Director, Naval Investigative Service
To: Director, Central Intelligence Agency (DDP-Cl)(Mr. LUDLUM)

Subj: Declassification of information concerning President KENNEDY 
assassination (u)

Ref: (a) CIA Memorandum of 22 May 1964 for Mr. J. Lee RANKIN; 
Subj: Anonymous Telephone Calls to U.S. Embassy in 
Canberra, Australia, relative to planned assassination 
of President KENNEDY (S)

1. (U) In response to your verbal inquiry, it has been ascertained 
that appropriate Naval Intelligence components have no objection to 
declassification of the information concerning the assassination of 
President KENNEDY which was provided on the telephone to the U. S. 
Naval Attache CANBERRA, and discussed in Reference, (a).

Acting
Copy to:
NAVINTCOM-321
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2 APR '968

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
0

SUBJECT : Australian Press Request Regarding:
Anonymous Telephone Calls to United States 
Embassy in Canberra, Australia, Relative to 
Planned Assassination of President Kennedy 
(Warren Commission Document 971)

Background

Mr. Peter Michelmore, an Australian newspaper representative, 
has requested that we declassify CD971. This consists of a memoran
dum from you to Mr. Rankin dated 22 May 1964 and an attachment dated 
29 November 1963. Both relate to "crank" calls received by the U.S. 
Naval Attache in Canberra on 15 October 1962 and 23 November 1963. 
CIA first was told about these calls on 24 November 1963 by the Depart
ment of the Navy - after the assassination of President Kennedy. A 
copy of CD971 is attached for your information.

Recommendation

1. CD971 should not be released at this time. Mr. Goodwin says 
he can handle the reply by phone.

2. We will initiate preparatory steps toward releasing CD971. This 
entails clearance with U.S. naval intelligence and the Australian security 
service (the latter as a matter of courtesy).

3. Upon completion of Step 2, we will submit an appropriate rec
ommendation.

Attachments
IF/HB

IP.'ifJJ
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C/CI/R&A
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?C EDITORIALS LONdAOU ' 
ADVERTISING: BRYANT : 1SH

<jC )v~'z o rONEY (AUSTkiuJ? • OFFICE; BROADWAY 
LONDON OFFICE; 15 .’LEET STREET. E.G4 - ’ ,
WASHINGTON OFFICE; 1U7 NATIONAL PRESS BLDG.-

The Sydney Morning Herald Limited
229 WEST 43rd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036

Executive Registry - 

(^-/VOSb

THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 
THE SYDNEY SUN • THE SUN-HERALD 
THE AUSTRALIAN FINANCIAL REVIEW 
WOMAN'S DAY • PEOPLE • PIX 
RADIO TELEVISION AND HOBBIES

i-

March 26, 1963

Mr. Richard M. Helms, 
Director, - »
Central intelligence Agency 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2050$ ■at'.

V
I

Dear Mr. Helms:
This letter is to request the declassification of Warren Com-; 
mission Document 971, which apparently consists of a memo 
written by you and is now sealed in the National Archives. | 
According to an article by David Wise in the Saturday Evening? 
Post of April 6, 1963, the description of CD 971 is: \

"Anonymous telephone calls to U.S. Embassy in Canberra, 
Australia relative to planned assassination of President 
Kennedy."

This material would seem to be of interest to our Australian 
newspapers and, bearing in mind that this material will be ; 
made public at some time, I would like the opportunity to in- i 
spect it. . |

Yours sincerely,

PM/mh Peter Michelmore 
Editor and Manager
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MSMCRANDVM FOX: Mr. J. Lea Itas^n

SUDJiXT: Ancnymuiijs Telethons Calls to United .‘.tates 
ilmbncsy in.Canberra» Australia. Relative to 
Planned Assassination, of President Kennedy

1. 1 refer again to paragraph two of your memoranduin» 
dated 13 February 1964, relative to diseeminatioas to the Secret 
Service reada by CIA.

2* Cn 24 Huvembor 1963, ClA received from the Department 
of ths Navy a copy of a cable from the Naval /attache in Canberra, 
Australia (IN 67327, Top Secret, later downgraded to Secret}, 
reporting a telephone convnrc.-xtion the previous day with an 
anonymous individual who had described himself as a Polish 
cluufi'cur for ths Soviet Kmbasay in. that city. This individual, 
while discussing several matters of intelligence interest, touched 
on tlw possibility that ton 2-oviet Cc^crnnient had financed the 
assassination of President Kennedy, Reference was made In tills 
cable to the receipt of a similar anonymous telephms call cn 
15 October 1962.

3. Upon receipt of thio cable from Navy CL\ tooh the 
follcFtf.-ing ccticnx

*•
a. Cabled to Canberra ashing full details of the 

telephone convarsaUon of 23 November and the call made 
on 15 October 1962, It should be noted that CIA had not 
previously knawa of the 1962 telephone cull.

warning
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b. Ths CIA Stolen in Canberra• on Z7^O‘/«mbar, ftimUhad 
all available information on the 1962 telephcne call* Xi appears 
that HQurcsjr on that occas-lon that “Iren Curtain Countries" 
planned to piy a houdrod thousand dollars for th* as^oesin&tian 
of Freuklect ICeanvdy.

c, Co ?7 Hovombar, tha CIA Canberra Station oho furalebed 
complete detail on tha anonymous telephone call of 23 November

d« Gn 29 November. Cl?. dUsotota&ted thlfi Information. »ft 
supplied by tin Canberra Stetten, to the -ohite licuse* Department 
of State Tcdc-raX SJereau of Ihvcctigatica. with a copy to the 
Secret Service. A copy of thio dissemination inita exact text 
1c attached to this memcranduai.

4* The CIA Station in Canberra. arranged tor dccusi'lcm. of the 
calle felth the AwatraUan security eerrice^ la thu opinion of tha 
/XojrtrallineutlxorJttea* the culler was a crash. In say o vent* they 
ware not able to identify any FoHch employee of the Soviet Embassy, 
tha cutcmdbde <dc»cHbed by the cellar ci.b tha one ha drove* or tha 
license plats nsxnsbcr given by him. No further information oa this 
call baa been racsivad. Availabla evidence xrculd tend to ehow that 
the c&Hcr was some type oi' eran3c* Thia ccaclxxslon, however* cannot 
be coa&rsNsd*

5. Pleas a acta that tha nsturc of Use infornxatlon in this 
memorendom and its attac&nsat re quire s the W0 of & sensitivity 
indicator*

■.•'•■•’• ■'• ■ * t

Richard Helms i
deputy Director for Plano

I

Attachment

6S5O 1
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CUT Teletype No. C5&9I, dated Novatnbar l$i3« Hied at 111? houra, 
to the White Mouce, department of Ste.tc end Federal Jiaraau of 
Inveetigition, ’edth a. copy to tha Secret Service

1. Year attention i» called to a rcrles of aaonysncaa telephone ' 
calls made to the oVuCu of the U.£. N&val Attache in Canberra* 
AustraUa* by a man claiming to have had knowledge nbowt « Soviet 
plot to cacilnata the lets President Kennedy, Car first record 
oL'tals mattar ir. a M&val Attache cable iron? Canberra sent on 
»4 November 1-176$.

2. It appears that th? caller, who professes to ba the Polish 
chauffeur of a Soviet .'Embassy car in Canberra, first phoned in 
over a year ago, cn 15 Cciobar 1552. repost 1963-. At that time ho 
told a story about five Soviet submariawa carrying 40G to 5DO Soviet 
aoluitre on their wvy to Cuba« On? purpose of this trefip movement, 
ba raid, v.-&» to support ths. Governor of Mississippi, He added that 
there ws a plot to pay on? hundred thousand dollars to kill President 
Kennedy* 2-chind the plot, ho said, vera the *Troa Curtain C-cuntxdee,” 
and "Coaxmcrdst men in England, Ef-ang Kong and probably some other 
countries,"

3» Cn. 2b November 196J repeat 19$3, ths day after the 
ae.saeslnalicn of Frsrident Kennedy ind evor a year after ttxa first 
telephone call, a. tnsn bsliavcd to be ths esxna person phoned tho 
chnbiivsy again and epoke to the ascintini Naval Attache , The caller 
refer rod to hio c-UI a year Ixxck. and stated fie had ^ald that the USSR 
had put up 100,000 dollars for iho assaasinatlca of President Kennedy,

4, Giving •sfhat iw claimed war* further details about the 
assassination, tUo calUr said that about v/oek# Wore (xvhlch 
would have been, in early-November ha present ^hen an
AtiEtraUan rasa, 35 to years ©!£> and tall, vras dis patched by i
the Soviets; to the United‘States carrying » case ebotit 35 to 40 
corAteuterr. long, 5C ccaiisicters high, and 8,5 cestintcUre wid«.
The asmo 'VAsyl Twe woe used In terr.j connectionMth this rsan, j
Kc pat on a pl-tne in Sydney end vhila tbs cnlte-r drove the f^o 
Soviet escorts hack, to Czusbcrrc.* t*:cls eliort«ava radio la the car i
■7/j; going conAtan'.ly, A <horfr.vav.c radio -as going lathe Erabaaey

.WARNING NOTICE |
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also svhen they avrivad there • Cvot tb ' r?;dio«, one ©f tbece Sovictft 
transmitted nnntbera and npoifcin*“ *i.... t nafaed in the £^>Liasy» and
that morning (apparently £?. X'Sevcn/odr Ivu. /, & njefliaga came through 
*»:» toasts wore drunk in Ktmztes Vcaha and the RosbI&w present ©aid, 
"«o h>v.i & chia ved.v but ure want.*1

5. Tha calls? ths a gave ’'informAtion'* shout ths Soviet role 
in sinking a U.S. I'krvy nuckar submriae and ©jx Soviet cubversteala 
Indonesia* He ’vculd net iditdify hinuelu. and when he described the 
c«r he drU-ea (as n hino 1952.'CuLcx, license plate South tValea
CCC CU2) hv>x>ddud they c£tcn change pUtsa* have fifty in reserve»

can char.gb them in Hra cccondv*

o» Ths eaUor added corns vagcu information about a. vve-man 
employ os of ths Zjmtrican £xnbnavy he things works for the Soviets. 
Th/’ converestioa concluded with tbs calUr promising to % tit© n letter 
to tile Maval Aftacha at tits A in orlet n Embassy.

7. Ths caller spoke good IhjgUah and tris ncccut and voice did 
not chan^t- throughout tha conversation, ««o it was aa-nuraed thnt ha 
ww not dUguising his voice* r

fi* z.aetraU&n anthormea v/orking cn tills case consider ths 
caller to ba a crank* They ftaia t!x* S-oviet offices in Australia 
do not es« Aayihl.ig bet Soviet chauffeuvss they have no ricorti of 
that? using a Polish chauffeur. They are continuing Ux^ir bivgctigation.
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, PASS "ALSO-TO CIA- ’ -

POSSIBLE SOVIET-INFORMER ■ 's
/

l.-ASST ALUSNA RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL 23 NOV FROM PERSON' 

CLAIMING TO'-BE’POLISH'DRIVER’’OF RUSSIAN VEHICLE. MOST OF ' 

CONVERSATION RECORDED BY ALUSNA. INFO TOUCHED ON SEVERAL 

AR’EAS?lN-6LUDING:'-POSSIBLE CONNECTION- SOVIET.' GOVT SUPPLYING* 

MONEY Ttf INDIVIDUAL IN U^S? TO'ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT}

. POSSIBLE- SOVIET IMPLICATION 'iN Uisis^ THRESHER INCIDENT;1 

SYSTEM OF "USSR EMBASSY PERSONNEL MEETING ^MIGRANTS T-O__ 

PAGE 2r'?SUECCR:'OO2A:/T: O-' P'’”S 1T'C r'£ Y-^’

AUSTRALIA’, PROVIDTNG TA JsE PASSPORTS-AND SENDING-THEM TO t 

OT:HER'; COUNTRIES ^RUSSIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CUBA AND 1 

. INDONESIA;-’ RUSSIAN*CONTACT WIT-H COOPERATIVE-;N‘ INDQ-JeMBASSY; 

Canberraj .empJMee-xn ame'mb?canberra'.xwo‘mAn)-who Ts-’siving

A
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INFO TO SOVIET EMB; SENDING OF AGENTS FROM AUST TO U.S,

PERSON'GAVE CONSIDERABLE DETAIL ON MODUS OPERANDI OF TWO ••

• SOVIET AGENTS IN SYDNEY* • ' ' :

' 2.-PERSON HAS AGREED TO MEETING WITH ASST ALUSNA IN SYDNEY ' ■ •■ .
• ■ »■ ■

IN NEAR FUTURE^ HAS ASKED FOR.ASSURANCE- HE WILL BE PROTECTED *

■IF HE COOPERATES;’TOLD THAT THIS COULD BE DISCUSSED AT FIRST ’ 
I

meeting; . ■ ?

■3* AMBASSADOR ^CASANDjSIg INFORMED. [ASIQ~jCQNDUCTING l’

SURVEILLANCE FOR WELL DESCRIBED CAR AND DRIVER WKO CLAIMS --------

■ TO BE IN CANBERRA NOV;-KEEPING SOVIET EMBASSY UNDER SURVEILLANCE 

'4|S^Jj^^5^S0Ni[l^Si>2TZl?ACE^ASlTJWiiLZcALl  ̂

jlF CALL TRACED ASIO? HAS ARRANGED TO MAKE IMMEDIATE SURVEILLANCES 

‘ OF ORIGINATOR AND/OR PLACE FROM WHICH CALL MADE.’ [ASIOyPLAN.'.TOj^ 

\COVER MEETING OF ASST ALUSNA IN SYDNEY IF IT~EVENTUATES;’

; 4* Wa s ^ ; . j

‘ 5* ON 15 OCTOBER 1962 A SIMILAR CALL WAS RECEIVED)-AT EMB’ • 

'••PAGE 3RUECCR T 0 P S E c’ R E T '■

• POSSIBLY FROM SAME PERSON;' IN'THAT CALL REFERENCE MADE TO 

, ;;PLOT WITH REWARD 100iOOO DOLLARS TO KILL PRESIDENT KENNEDY* 

■ >CALLER ALSO STATED USSR SUBS ON WAY TO CUBA. WITH TROOPS^-. 

■ WHOSE SECOND OBJECTIVE TO GUARANTEE SUPPORT'TO GOVERNOR ■ • 

...of Mississippi; substance of call passed toVasio].at that... >)

■TIME BUT NO FURTHER INFO DEVELOPED; \ 1 ’ ?

L 6. WHILE SOME ASPECTS INDICATE INDIVIDUAL A CRANk"OTHERS ” 

SEEM' MORE AUTHENTIC; ALL PARTIES; INCLUDING AMBASSADOR, 

• - FEEL MATTER SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED UNTIL ADDITIONAL FACTS

j'
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. ARE DEVELOPED OR EXISTING LEADS HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED.

7. ALUSNA MAKING VERBATUM TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDING WITH 

COMMENTS TO BE SENT NEXT POUCHi 

GP-3, 

•BT ■
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