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Assassination Records Review Board
600 E Street NW • 2nd Floor • Washington, DC 20530

(202) 724-0088 • Fax: (202) 724-0457

CIA HAS NO OBJECTION TO 
DECLASSIFICATION AND/OR 
RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENT

October 27,1996

Mr. Barry Harrelson 
' Historical Review Group
Center for the Study of Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 02505

Re: Status of Assassination Records Review Board Requests to CIA for 
Additional Information and Records

Dear Barry:

I am writing to follow-up on our letter of October 7,1996, regarding the status of 
Assassination Records Review Board requests for information and records from the
CIA.

Formal Requests:

CIA-1

Review Board staff review continues. No CIA action needed at this time.

CIA-6 (Cables and dispatches)

CIA has agreed to make records available (or to have a response) by 
November 1,1996.

CIA-7 (Histories)

Counterintelligence. CIA has made material available and Review Board 
staff examination is ongoing.

Mexico City. The Review Board awaits CIA's compilation of the portion 
of the Mexico Station history that was shown to G. Robert Blakey.

Board Members: John R. Tunheim, Chair • Henry F. Graff • Kermit L Hall • William I Joyce • Anna K Nelson 

Exi.cotivi Onurto'i: David G Mew,-!!
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Other Histories. No response has been received to our agreement that 
CIA identify within two weeks the histories that can be made available 
and those that should be subject to further discussions.

CIA-8 (Intelligence community staff)

CIA had promised to provide a report to the Review Board within two 
weeks. Nothing has been made available.

CIA-9 (Publications and analytical materials)

We have received no materials responsive to this request. Additionally, 
no response has be received from CIA regarding the list of publications 
that are identified in an LBJ Library finding aid that the Review Board 
staff provided.

CIA-10 (Interagency source register)

CIA has not yet made available the records that it had agreed to provide 
within two weeks,

CIA-11 (Duran's original statement)

CIA has agreed to make some further attempts to locate Duran's original 
statement.

CIA-12 (JMWAVE materials)

CIA has agreed to make materials available on a rolling basis.

Informal requests:

Spas Rankin. CIA has made the Spas Rankin file available to the Review Board. 
Review Board staff research continues. When research is complete, staff will 
discuss issues with CIA'

IN 23738. CIA is searching for cable number IN 23738 (7 July 1962). - seu.'

Marilyn Murrett. CIA has made the Marilyn Murrett file available to the Review 
Board. Review Board staff research continues. When research is complete, staff



13-00000

Mr. Barry Harrelson
October 27,1996
Page 3

will discuss issues with CIA.

HTLINGUAL. It is the Review Board staff s understanding that CIA continues 
its search for HTLINGUAL records and will provide an oral briefing on the 
subject. It is also our understanding that some HTLINGUAL records have been 
located, but that they have not yet been made available to the Review Board.

Recent and additional informal requests that we have discussed with you:

Operational Reports for Cuban Exile Groups. The Review Board staff has been 
unable to locate in the collection monthly operational reports for the DRE, CRC, 
or MRR for the period between March 1963 and March 1964 Please advise us 
whether these records exist and when we may review them.

Moscow. CIA has been asked to search for additional information regarding 
Mosco as discussed with Michelle Combs on October 24,1996.

Tape. CIA has been asked to search for additional information regarding a tape 
as discussed with Irene Marr on October 24,1996.

Please let me know of any inaccuracies in this letter or any suggestions that you have. 
Thank you for your help and cooperation.

Sincerely/ >

T. Jergmy Gurin
General Counsel and Associate Director for Research
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8-27-96

Notes on ARRB Requests CIa£15 (fr Gunn)

HTLINGUAL: per DO/OGC/Pereira, primary collection was 
destroyed in response to court order; however, documents 
may/do? exist in other files plus records on numerous FOIA / 
and Privacy requests and litigation.

Pereira recommended a briefing on HTLINGUAL for Gunn

Per Ellie, two DO boxes of HTLINGUAL Records at Center; 
individual who would be best briefer on leave -- will 
follow-up with next week.

PeriBpbXCoudleJ(?), OGC, search is under way to locate OGC 
file on HTLINGUAL (Irene Johnson? has action) -- will contact 
me when located; agreed that briefing for Gunn was 
appropriate once we had details of disposition of material.

Gunn - will be over Thr. a.m. to review responses to old 
requests and discuss HTLINGUAL and other new requests
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CIA-15 (HTLINGUAL)

Dear John:

The Assassination Records Review Board requests access to all files, documents, and 
records related to the project code-named HTTINGTTAI- To the extent that 
HTLINGUAL may be known by any other name or cryptonym, records related to that • 
other name or cryptonym are included within the request.

Without limitation, this request should be understood to include any operational 
reports, lists of names, criteria, protocols, or other documents that explain the purpose, 
activities, accomplishments, and rationale for HTLINGUAL.

This request should be interpreted in the broadest reasonable sense. To the extent that 
you may be-uncertain as to whether a record may be included within the scope of' our 
request, you should consult with us to determine whether we seek to include it To the 
extent that some or all of this request may be unnecessarily burdensome or present 
difficulties that we may not have foreseen, please consult with us so that we may 
consider revising the request accordingly.
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Assassination Records Review Board 
600 E Street NW • 2nd Floor • Washington, DC 20530 

(202) 724-0088 • Fax: (202) 724-0457

December 18,1997

Mr. John Pereira 
Chief

CIA SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
RELEASE IN FULL

Historical Review Group
Center for the Study of Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 02505

2009

Re: Status of CIA Responses to Assassination Records Review Board's Requests for 
Additional Information and Records_______________________________

Dear John:

I am writing to follow-up on our telephone call earlier today and to convey my serious 
concern about the status of CIA's responses to the Review Board's requests for 
additional information and records. Although CIA has completed its responses to 
several requests, and many others have been answered in part, a significant number of 
requests have not been answered — including some that were made more than two 
years ago. On many occasions we have been assured that responses would be 
forthcoming, only to have promised dates come and go without answers. It is now 
extremely important that these requests be answered promptly so that we may conduct 
a proper follow-up if necessary. The issues that we can now identify as being of the 
highest priority are identified in the text below by double asterisks (**)’ and we request 
that they be answered within the next month. We request that the remaining requests 
be answered by April 1,1998.

The remainder of this letter is divided into two parts: first, a listing of the formal 
requests for information and records, and second, a listing of the informal requests for 
information and records. Please let me know if your understanding of any of the 
following points differs from ours so that we can resolve any potential discrepancies.

’As identified more fully below, the issues are: CIA-1 Organizational Material, 
CIA-6 Cables and Dispatches, CIA-13 Backchannel Communications, CIA-IR-03 
HTLINGUAL Documents, CIA-IR-04 Disposition of Angleton Files, CIA-IR-07 Claude 
Barnes Capehart, CIA-IR-15 Electronic "take" from Mexico City, CLA-IR-21 DRE 
Monthly Operational Reports, CIA-IR-22 "A" Files on Clay Shaw and Jim Garrison.

Board Members: John R. Tunheim. Chair • Henry F. Graff • Kermit L. Hall • William L. Joyce • Anna K. Nelson
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Informal Requests

Each of the following informal requests was previously made to CIA. For future 
reference, they will be referred to by the "Informal Request" (IR) number provided 
below.

CIA-IR-01 Personnel Assigned to Post from 1959-64 (see RIF 104-10065-10199).

This request is complete.

CIA-IR-02 Location of Cable Identified in JFK 1993.07.20.10.18:29:650630.

This request is complete.

**CIA-IR-03 Full Computer Search for List of Documents in HTLINGUAL File.

CIA agreed to undertake a computer run for all HTLINGUAL documents in 
April 1997. To date, no response has been received by ARRB. All computer 
searches for these documents should be documented in a formal letter for the 
record.

**CIA-IR-04 Disposition of Angleton's Files.

The Review Board seeks to ensure that it has taken all reasonable steps to 
account for any files that James Jesus Angleton possessed or controlled that 
related to the assassination and to Lee Harvey Oswald. Because of the perceived 
controversy surrounding the disposition of Angleton's files, the Review Board 
believes it prudent to obtain a clear understanding of the types of files that he 
maintained and their ultimate disposition. (The Review Board does not seek to 
explore any subjects in Angleton's files beyond those that may have pertained to 
the assassination.) To date, CIA has made available certain documents provided 
by the CIC and the case files for Mangold v. CIA. The Review Board requests any 
additional information in the possession of CIA that would explain the 
disposition of Angleton's files.

In addition, the ARRB staff's review of the Mangold v. CIA files designated 
additional documents from those files as assassination records. These documents 
are: Tab D, documents Nos. 95,109-116,120, and 121; and from the Denied
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Working Note - HRG Internal Use Only

Michelle,

Attached is a partial DO response to the HTLINGUAL (CIA IR 
3) request. The DO continues to search files that have 
HTLINGUAL references and for information on destruction of 
DO HTLINGUAL records. The destruction of HTLINGUAL Files is 
also addressed by the Office of Security in Request CIA #16.

Barry
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CONFIDENTIAL

20 January 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR: (U) Chief, JFK Declassification 
Project/HRP/OIM/DA

FROM: (U) Fredrick C. Wickham, Jr.
Chief, External Support Group/IMS/DO 
Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJECT: (U) DO Response to Informal Request CIA IR #03

REFERENCE: (U) ARRB's Memorandum dated 18 December 1997, 
RE: Status of CIA Responses to 
Assassination Records Review Board's 
Requests for Additional Information and 
Records

(U) This memorandum is submitted in response to informal request 
number 03 (CIA IR #03) from the Assassination Records Review Board 
(ARRB) .

**CIA-IR-03 Full Computer Search for List of Documents in HTLINGUAL File

(C) First, as an outcome of the Pike and Church Committees, all 
HTLINGUAL files were destroyed. Copies that may have been made and put 
into individual's files surface as the files are reviewed. The DO ran a

given that there is no requirement to record

this is not

search on the term "HTLINGUAL." Some records were-identified as 
destroyed. Some were not so marked but are not locatable under the job 
number identified; however, 
destroyed records under the federal statutes for disposition programs
and given limited resources for noting files destroyed 
uncommon. The HTLINGUAL search further identified files because of 
Freedom of Information Act queries; however, these were not HTLINGUAL 
files per se, but files which contained the FOIA requester queries for 
HTLINGUAL information. )

Fredrick C. Wickham, Jr

CL BY: (gl0314o]
CL REASON’1.5 (c) 
DECL ON: XI 
DRV From: COL 19-87

CONFIDENTIAL
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

On 8 April 1994, the complete set of SRPOINTER and 
HTLINGUAL security support files and indexes held by the 
Office of Security were destroyed in accordance with the 
guidelines set forth in the approved Records Control 
Schedules 31-76 and 31-83 and by the Office of General 
Counsel. _
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8-27-96

Notes on ARRB Requests CIA-15 (fr Gunn)

HTLINGUAL: per DO/OGC/Pereira, primary collection was 
destroyed in response to court order; however, documents 
may/do? exist in other files plus records on numerous FOIA / 
and Privacy requests and litigation.

Pereira recommended a briefingon HTLINGUAL for-Gunn
Per Ellie, two DO boxes of HTLINGUAL Records at Center; 7 
individual who would be best briefer on leave -- will 
follow-up with next week. __

Per [Bob Coudlei (?), OGC, search is under way to locate OGC 
file on HTLINGUAL (Irene Johnson)has action) -- will contact 
me when located; agreed that briefing for Gunn was 
appropriate once we had details of disposition of material.

Gunn - will be over Thr. a.m. to review responses to old 
requests and discuss HTLINGUAL and other new requests
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CIAP15 (HTLINGUAL)

Dear John:

The Assassination Records Review Board requests access to all files, documents, and 
records related to the project code-named HTT TNGTTAT- Tn the extent that 
HTLINGUAL may be known by any other name or cryptonym, records related to that 
other name or cryptonym are included within the request.

Without limitation, this request should be understood to include any operational 
reports, lists of names, criteria, protocols, or other documents that explain the purpose, 
activities, accomplishments, and rationale for HTLINGUAL.

This request should be interpreted in the broadest reasonable sense. To the extent that 
you may be-uncertain as to whether a record may be included within the scope of our 
request, you should consult with us to determine whether we seek to include it. To the 
extent that some or all of this request may be unnecessarily burdensome or present 
difficulties that we may not have foreseen, please consult with us so that we may 
consider revising the request accordingly.

Sincerely,
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REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATldN 
TO RETAIN OR DESTROY GtiESTIONABlE RECORDS
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Office of General Counsel
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3. DATEPREPARED

14 December 1989
the ncconos lotNiirico sttow *nt scurouirB tor immediate destruction,- however, they mat be subject to aciual or imtenoino leoai or 
investigative requirements, authorization is requested either to retain the records ok tuucsirut ihem as sqkcuuuu. ihi records are 
BEING HELD FENDING RECEIPT OF AUTHORISATION. IF FURTHFS RETENTION IT. RfOUIRFtl, RFVISFb illMONTKTN INSTRUCTIONS MUST RE PRrWmFn TO 
INFORMATION RESOURCES MANAGEMENT DIVISION.

IDENTIFICATION OF RECORDS
4. SCHEDULE NO. rr: EXtranmn-----------------A.NrillUlF MIK 7 VAiiluFp-.. h)

DDO/INS/OSG 40-76 201C02 19S4 - 1973
See
ALL 1

S. PROVIDE MTaKEO OESCROTIOH AHO USHNC C-J IIICOT1O4 JUTB/OT ATTACH COPY OF TORN 1<«M. u «14A.'mARXEO TOIHOiCaTE VTHCH RECORDS ASS OuSJHOKASU. 
ERMA IN BASU FOR URltKMlNtNU I HA I RECOXUS Akt □UBSKONAtlt ,PROJECT HTLINGUAL

Project HTLINGUAL was responsible for copying letters intercepted in the 
U.S. Mail going lb and fruiu Lhe USSR.

The HTLINGUAL Project was declared unlawful by the Rockefeller Commissio 
and the Church Committee. In accordance with their findings and with the 
;-ni i.lui । i j.a i ion of the Arcliivlsi of the United States and the Senate Committe 
on intelligences the HTLINGUAL records arc to be destroyed as soon as per 
mitted by law.

AtTached for reference (Attachment 2’j is the authorization to destroy 
these records by tho National Archivist (17 March 1978) with the concurrcnc 
of the Senate- Select Committee on Intelligence (6 April 1978).
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HTLINGUAL INVEK

Single xerox copy of opened Isttsr (approximately 215,820).

34fl Cm. Ft

Single mUrofila copy of indexed postal covers (922 film 
cassettes).

8.5 Cu. Ft.

Single microfilm copy of indexed and unindexed postal covers - 
job number 77-333 <1.235 - 16mm reels; 108 - 35i>mi film cart­
ridges; and 12 envelopes of film strips).

13 Cu. Ft,

Subject flies maintain'd and used by the HILINGUAL analysts on 
individuals and organizations (job number 80-417).

2b CU. Ft.

Hl LINGUAL index consisting of six (6) reels of magnetic tape 
and 37 - 16tmn film cassettes.

2 Cu. Ft.

Administrative, backgound and reference files concerning the 
Hl LINGUAL Project.

1.5 Cu. Ft.

Miscellaneous HTLINGUAL material - ten (10) packs undeveloped 
microfilm; five <5) - 16nun microfilm cassettes of Cuban, 
Mexican and Customs items; and one (I) reel of magnetic tape 
containing an index to HTLINGUAL memos).

.5 Cu. ft.

TOTAL: 308.5 Cu. Ft.
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• AGEICY COPX

#fMl NO

18 /

cure nitzFivku 1977ftUG
NOTIFICATION TO AUtN^Y

U Ktvdl*ft «ih ft* of 44 U.S C 3)0)* <*C*4tWN ft 
«vcM. kW*c n-nr**c< ou«< W «l®*t IM *jT
W **6ty.Ui aol >onc»»ttf v ** u<wm tO

DISPOSITION AUTHORITY 
(See Trtxlri»<iionx an ravetic)

I hereby certify that f am aulhoriietljQ )h:I fur (his agency in matters pertaining to the disposal ol the agency's lecords; 
that the records proposed lor disposal joytFis Request of_ _ 1_ _ |Mge(s) are not now needed for the business of
this agency or will not he needed after the retention periods Specified.
C3 A Request for immediate disposal. ’

'DhI/ . A •<*«• A««««<

NC1 ?-6'3 77
IO CtNrJiai SS«<V|CFS ADMINISTn ATIOU.

HMI0HAI ARCHIVES ».vn Hernans SfRVlCt. WASHIUCfOH. DC ?0«0»
I. H<u»-i (ACCMCr Uli EsrAULiSMMeKii

Central luLclligeitcc Agency

tHriCiC*Y£ or ACffNCV n£*A€££wroiv£: . .

t. UAjon SUOOMSiOn ;

Operations Directorate
3. u<r«0R StiEOiVigtOU

t. mue GC 0£ASQH with WHOM TO CONFER $. TCL. EXT

J* V*George, rrat.es SSI-7776

i □ B Request tor disposal after a specified period of time or request lor permanent 
retention. y

C. UAlf- in kj * nrC. IJAIF

HCm NO.

E. TITLE

Kea Associate. Records Managanc.it

Of jfrfefrtgX W»*A£3£NTAY<tfC.

4. QMGftlPTtOH OF ITCM 
(With tac’udvA O*<«« m RrietAuan PirtMsl

3.
SAMPLE OR 

.k)R NO.
1U. 

action Taken

The tile contains copies o£ 215,870 Iberers aid 
phoLuuiaplis of 2,705,726 covers (envelopes) of unopened 
letters wliich were intercepted. during mailing to aid from 
addresses in the U.S.S.R. and related indexes. The addies 
were intelligence targets during the period of 1954 to 197 
Many of the originators and recipients of the mail to-.ard 
from the target addresses were United States citizens. ‘

Not iiMjudnd in this request for disposal ore those 
copies of letters and photogritjih-s of covers which arc at 
the present tine the objects of Freedom of Information Aci 
requests and Privacy Act. requests, or those that are 
involved in litigaticn. Similarly files which document 
the initiation, inplemwiixrion, and termination of this 
majl intercept project (those that may have historical 
value) will be retjiined in the CIA and be maintained in 
accordance with its approved records control schedule. 
Additionally, no disposal will occur prxor to the review 
and concurrence of the Senate .Select Committee on Intel­
ligence.

Continued maintenance of the fj l.e.s covered by this 
disposal ui|ue.st conflicts with the provisions of the 
Privacy' Act, 5 U.S.C. SS2a (e)(1) and (7) as well as 
Section 5 (b)(4) of Executive Order‘11905.

5CS 
S.

TaNDARO FORM <11in,

1
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I

JOO wo .hcqucal <o< Returdi Oisuu^itiuti Authority — Continoafioo '■"Ct Of

«. OtlCKIft'OH oi 11 tu
IB M <X>

the Lmncdiaie dis[>osal of the Mail

APPROVALS:

SAM?l( Qk 
jOP »O

of the SF-J.15 will be tent to the 
Select Committee on Intelligence.

W22. 
Date

Mark L. Pdrtrson
Chief, Information. Systems Analysis Staff

William W. Wells
Deputy Director for Operations

Attached fin your review and approval i$ a Standard 
Farm IIS requesting authority from the Archivist of the 
United States fin 
Intercept File.

FYI: h c,ypy 
Senate

William t. Donnelly 
tion Services StaffChief

Date

CDNCURREbEES

“'•UVOrge L. Cary, Jrl 
Legislative Counsel

* No iAg cncy records arc to be destroyed without the 

concurrence of the Senate Select Committee. This is a 

separate process from obtaining WARS -ipproval. Sub­

mission of these forms to WARS Is fully consistent with 

•he Agency's obligation to the SSC1.

This page will nor bn made available to rhe National 
Archives and Records Service or the Senate Select 
Ctiiiin i rriw

PfCiC'*bc4 OrC«^«o( Severe 
Afw*..<vt<U'O« 

p*m® («i cpri to»-n.*

5



APPRAISAL r.GPORT OH OU.-OMTIOK OF ttGCOROS « . > nri o/-> om 1O______ ____................ ____ ...........................________________________ 5i^>L<,utlH.j tJ/« | M ’-2bJ-//«-!& 
‘_____________ __________________ .. .......... .... section 1 - xppwoven roti‘Ui;pq< At. _  ____________ '
ju<t<si i<x> kittiH rar.MiKAi Minibbiir IS ucduuiii'n. • i«ds tn r./otM.i.t. »? uh ■, iini* <•>> 1.01 uav». Ujifict“r
VALUt low HSfl'OlM.S ry >«I5IOWICAL UM Uttn.lt Itty ANU I. lUNClIOMl LMX.UMlN)AlH*t. ijm Int HttHJ t I tCA C INDIVIOlf/J mt..!’. 
10 wakhaai hkMArUHt wfrirtiiai u/ tut iiornM. C0vi;hns<ni.

ITEM 7-

uiwrfliu. ACCiXsNtiNC /yr<cc CONdURftCwcc
 n/a see com-xkis on attaoico letter.

Section ii - approved rort permanent rctcntion .  
iicmici that is uno aci’rovCo ron rcRMAwoiT fteuiirioN. tor me reasons indicahco irt srericzi VII TllE *GCKC> will 
orrrn rwfsr rfconns in rm national archives ano nceonos scavicc as speciuco in nn scuE&jlc.

SECTION HI - APPROVED FOR DISPOSAL a< TER COHvCRSION TO MICROfORM .
HCMtSI TOR VHICH DI5PflS»l AUTltoniTT IS RtOJCSTCD. 15 (ARC) Cn5fU5*0LC OtC'A/SC INC RClAINtO MlCROCORx 15 AV ROcCUAIt 

•<<insrfrurc fca Tk£ cniClUAL RECORDS. THE AGENCY CEflHflES COMPLIANCE WITH THE SIanOaROS SET IORTh In (Rua 
lOl.ll.bOR.

 _________________________ SECTION IY - DISPOSAL NOT APFROYeO_____________ ;_________________■ ____ _  

iKmiSI ihat is (are) nor aarroveo FOR Disposal xr THIS iimE. iki: *<.h«y wpi f.isi.isji' imis itHrSi) nn.its) ihvcn 
"Mjrncic«r iNroftMAnoH is availaolC to ocrcrwiNt ms vauiC or ihese records re agency axo archival wmoscs. ■> 
«y> HtsiHMinto vithih six u-nnrt wars will contact me agency.

———_ SF<. I II IN V - Wl 1HQMAWK
1 tex.iisi that has ihavfi nirN wiTkno«r.v *r me REouesr or me icmcv.

Signature or AHCRAiscn,' ( nt re

7/09/77
SfcCTldN frl'’- APPOnV^I ./CONOJgCtENCES

APPROVAL
niwECToo. pecopos oispostnew division

(sJgnddj THOMAS W. WADLOW ’
DATE

Nh>t
°*Tt '7 /

CON. (A
curmcNces

nirc '

• UAt t

SECTION VII - APPRAISER $ XELUMUENUAI ION
CCr.'.MlNTS:
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SUCnHcb ^>£<x£e:5 ferrate
SCLCCY CbMMimC On INTCM-tCCHCC

WASH!<arOH. o.c. zasto

April 6, 1978

IN REPLY 
REFER TO

PLEASE
Q# ->•/

Admiral Stansfield Turner 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Admiral Turner:

This Coounittee has no objection to. the implementation 
of the records disposal list (job #NCl-263-77-18) approved 
by the Archivist on March 17, 1978.

Sincerely,

Chairman

Ed
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XtafidentiaL
Clsislfy u Appropriate

SECURE FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL FORM

DATE: i September 1998

zwu
SENDING SECURE/FAX TELEPHONE NUMBER:

RECEIVING SECURE/FAX TELEPHONE NUMBER;

NUMBER OF PAGES (Including Transmittal Form and Coversheet, if applicable)

FROMi Fred Wickham___________ '■___________ '

703-482-1054
703-^13-3060

(Name/Office/Extension )

MFR* 6 Apr 90, Destruction of MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL Project RiesSUBJECT:

RECEIVING  STATION USE ONLY

Please receipt for material by entering time of receipt/signature and transmit back to sending station.

DATE/TIME:

FORM 4383A (EF) 
6-97

SIGNATURE: ___________________

CaiaKV u Appropriate

■Confidential-
CL 8*1 ________

CL REASON: _______________
DECL ON: _______________

DRV FROM:
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CONFIDENTIAL

6 April 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Destruction Of MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL Project Files

REFS: A. OGC—90-50611 dated 19 Mar 90
B. Memo from MPG/IRMB dated 18 Dec 89

PARTICIPANTS:

AC'x1 ION:

C/MPG 
. DCZMPG
1 CZIRMB
Winston Miller/ IRMBZIMSZIMO 
John' 
John Goins. ALB 

|_________________ | ASB
Kathy StrickeVT DOZIRO 

,»czosg 
feruce WaWson/, CZCFB 
Eileeajcott, CZRRB 
&OU Dube) RRB

OSGZRRB: a) Identify material for destruction
b) Recall material from Records Center 
c) Review the material for destruction 
d) Initiate destruction action by keying one 

transaction per document
DOZI^O: ; Respond to Reference A, OGC Memo

MPGZIPB':''"* a) Identify Independent electronic files in TSG 
b) Perform SOFA search to identify MHCHAOS and 

HTLINGUAL files 
c) Initiate a SPIN search to identify any existing 

MHCHAOS or HTLINGUAL information AFTER the initial 
processing of material

CZMPG: Document meeting and identify action points

IMSZIMO: a) Initiate action to identify electronic holdings of
MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL information 

b) Identify and monitor disposition of MHCHAOS and
HTLINGUAL digital information

MPGZPPB: Update procedures, notices, instructions, etc.

1. All information that established MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL 
will be permanent retention. The material is stored in different 
places. It was agreed to run a SPIN search AFTER the material

CONFIDENTIAL

o
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oonniBniigMki.

was destroyed at Records Center to ensure identification of all 
MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL materials. After the SPIN search is done, 
any MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL material will be turned over to RRB for 
follow up review.

S 2. According to the IMS/IMO, five platter diskpacks on
MHCHAOS are stored in TSG, Room GB0704 OHB. C/MPG noted that we 
need to research electronic holdings of TSG, both HTLINGUAL and 
MHCHAOS.

Destruction

3. Upon review of material for destruction, DRD 
transactions will be entered in the system for each document. It 
was suggested that, the transactions be done Individually which 
would be less risky than a blanket deletion.

4. The XXY symbol for MHCHAOS was used for name trace 
purposes. According to the IMS/IMO, 79 cubic feet of 201 files 
are in this category. Official 201 files are also in the other 
two MHCHAOS jobs that haye not been processed. Any XXY material 
should have blank File Content Lists. If RRB identifies 201 
files that are XXY and all the documents are in ALLSTAR, RRB must 
reconstitute the file. *

5. The database will be updated after the records, are 
destroyed and XXI and XXX should be deactivated. Procedures 
should be updated.

Order of Destruction

6. HTLINGUAL material can be started on immediately. 
HTLINGUAL Production files are 1 1/2 cubic feet which will be 
pulled first. The bulk of HTLINGUAL material - 348 cubic feet — 
can be destroyed immediately without review. The remaining 50* 
are in five or six categories and needs to be reviewed, e.g.. 
single microfilm copies stored in conserva files.

7. IRMB will turn over the MHCHAOS file inventory to 
RRB. When material is ready to be searched, RRB will notify XPB 
who will search SOFA to identify files.

8. Pursuant to Reference A OGC memorandum, the DO/IRO* 
should formally comply with OGC’s request to determine if there 
are any outstanding FOIA or Privacy Act requests relating to 
MHCHAOS or HTLINGUAL that should not be destroyed.

COUP IDEM UAL
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24 June 19Si

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:
I

Mr. William J. Allard' 
Associate General Counsel

.Louis J. Dubej
DO/Information Review Officer

SUBJECT: Destruction o£ MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL Records

1. With regards to the MHCHAOS records, it is my under­
standing that a Protective Order was placed on all MHCHAOS files 
in June 1976 due to their involvement in the Malkin vs. Helms 
Litigation. You advised that Mark Lynch, the attorney representing 
plaintiff in the case had recently narrowed the class action 
definition to include only those individuals cited in the case 
as plaintiffs. It was your belief that the protective order could 
be amended to permit destruction of all other J^'files in the 
MHCHAOS record system. Please undertake whatever action is re­
quired as*soon as possible so that the DO may destroy records under 
an amended protective order.

2. In further discussion, you advised that the DO could 
procede with the destruction of its HTLINGUAL records. Attached 
please find five copies of Form 141, each peruintng co a separate 
phase of the HTLINGUAL file system. Please include your con­

currence with the destruction of these files by signing, in block 12 
on all copies. "j

<Louisy« J. .IDUbYeftS^

Attachment,: a/s

ADMINISTRATIVE -.INTERNAL US- 
ONLY when separated from the 
attachments

WARNING NOTICE - Intelligence 
Sources and Methods Involved

DERIVATIVE CL BY ^0J820 / 
REVW ON Jun 01 
DERIVED FROM D9c,13

CONFIDENTIAL
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ECTIONS

12 September 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR: Laura Denk 
Executive Director, ARRB

SUBJECT:

FROM: J. Barry Harrelson
JFK Project Officer, HRP/OIM

CIA-IR-3, Full Computer Search for List of 
Documents in HTLINGUAL File

1. This is in response to referent request.

2. Searches were made for information responsive to 
the request and materials were provided for examination by 
ARRB staff. From that examination, staff members selected a 
number of documents to be included within the JFK 
Collection. Those documents have now been included within 
the JFK Collection and are being processed for release to 
NARA.

3. This concludes the Agency's action on this request.
If you have any question, please advise.
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MEMORANDUM
2000

September 19,1998

To: Laura Denk
Executive Director

cc: Bob Skwirot
CIA Team Leader

From: Michelle Combs
Associate Director for Research and Review

Subject: CIA-IR-03 HTLINGUAL Records

The Review Board's Informal Request for Additional Records and Information asked 
the CIA to locate any extant records from the HTLINGUAL mail covef and mail 
opening project. Most of the HTLINGUAL files held by the Directorate of Operations 
were destroyed in 1990 at the order of the CIA's Office of the General Counsel. A 
memorandum for the record found in volume seven of Lee Harvey Oswald's Office of 
Security file states that the Office of Security destroyed its SRPOINTER/HTLINGUAL 
files in April 1994 in accordance with guidelines set forth in the Record's control 
schedule and the Office of General Counsel.

The Review Board staff examined an index, provided by the CIA, to the remaining 
HTLINGUAL records and marked folders for closer review. The Review Board staff 
reviewed the HTLINGUAL project files for 1955-1990. These project  Jiles consist of 
monthly statistical reports and administrative records. The more recent documents in 
the files pertain to law suits, court orders, or destruction records. These files were not 
designated as assassination records. The extant HTLINGUAL records for Lee Harvey 
Oswald and several project "soft" or working files are included in the CIA sequestered 
collection and have been processed as a part of that collection for inclusion in the JFK 
Collection at the National Archives. Additional HTLINGUAL documents were located 
in the archived files of the Deputy Director for Plans. Any documents relevant to the 
assassination were designated assassination records and will be processed for inclusion 
in the JFK Collection at the National Archives.

e: \combs\ cia-ir03. wpd 
File 4.20.1 and 4.20.4


