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*' SECRET — J-

14 May 1996

Barry -
Ref the ARRB staff request for information pertaining to 

Project QKENCHANT. (U)
In the attached "Enclosure 21," the cryptonym is mentioned 

in paragraph 11, as it pertains to one J. Monroe Sullivan in 
relation to Clay Shaw. For the staff's background use only, 
OKENCHANT was an indicator used by Central Cover Staff and the 
Office of Security with a program for clearing attorneys and / 
["Cover for Action" ?providers (businesses, etc.) with access to 
''classified material. (S)

_  The size of the project file is approximately [three to 4,000 
[classified documents, 6 cubic feet, withdates ranging Dec 74 - / 
[Nov 91. (C) -----—---- —----- - - ,

Ellie

CL BY: (611637
Cl Reason: 1.5(c)
DECL ON: XI
DRV FM: AHB 70-9 MULTIPLE

SECRET
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Knclosuro 21

SVDJECTi • Clay. L. SHAW (2C1-813493)

* 1. Subject was born on 17 Kerch 1913 in Now Orlcan
Louisiana. .

’ 2. Standard background information on Subject 
(parents, marital status, records of education end 
e-^>loy«nnfc, otc.) in lacking because Sif.Vl was a contact 
of tha Domestic Contact Service. • • .

• 3. Traces on Subject havo boon run in NID/Main 
Index, tho index of tho Office of Security and the 
Central Cover Staff. Tho first showed only a 1951 FBI 
interview with GlihW about a former cmployoo of the Now 
Orleans International Trade -i-Urt. The second showed 
that CO/Ccntects Division had requested a name trace 
about 1949 and that tho chock of FDI records then con
ducted van negative. Central Cover Staff had no record,

4. Tom of tho 00-5 reports based on SlfAtfa • 
reporting arc on hand. They are tho following. (It 
io noted that the source description identifies tho 
rourco by job title.)" ......

OO-B 47958,. 26..March 1952, concerns 
a letter written to the public relations 
director of the Xntex.-ar.ti.onal Trade 
Hart by oho Dr'. Jut tn SC7w\LLKR, a trade 
consultant to the Conn Covoxnxant. Tho ’ . 
letter 1c a follow-up of discussions hold 
in New Orleans during Dcceobor 1951. Tho 
letter Gaid that Soviet production and - 

being advertised and

CIA SlMsOL ®®S PR8CWI
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cncounto jU'ii bCxOX'O fJiiAW’ 1 in 1965

iclo 
".or ch

note
CXA's C-M 
at tho i).\

9. On 7 March 1967 Pravda yublisSed an 
called 'Cl.-.y Shaw of tho cYA" d’atclincd 
1967, written by V. YSK-SAKOV.- The article c?. 
CIA made ur.o of th. 
Inloroats.in Italy ________
in Maw Orleans is accusing SHAW of participat: 
assassination conspiracy. It says SHAW spent 
in Fopo an' a World Tradn Cantor loader. It c 
the Center v;as n cover fbr financing ..ntipior; 
CIA gavo directives to SHAW. Tao World Trade Center was 
a branch of "Pemide;;* (sic), •which tho newspapers in • ‘ . 
Switzerland openly cccusod of *cx-ir.inal operations’....•_ 
(Cotw>ntt It appears that all of tho ?ravda charges aro’ 
untruo, except that there was a CIA-SHA^ .raiationship. So 
fax* ns La known, SKF»’..’ was ne'vor asked to v.ce hie relations 
ship with tho World Trade Cento- for cxandestir.o purposes 
and, in fact, ho has not boon in Italy.) -

10. IHuorandua from C/SUR/I to C/CI/R & A, 3 March • 
1967 cubjoct: Italian Aspects of the Clay Shrtv 7»ff«llEt • 

, *?h0 COffteVd voila Sc?A ai S t'arc'i 1W7 has bn irticlo 
• about SUA'i, tho assasoTn.-.tion, and tho ’World Trado Cantor 

Contains no relevant information.. ’ ..

' 11.. A rnaorandtra narked only ^or file';. 16 March* 1967,
clgncd M.D. S" on ays. that rar Konroo CUrXXVAW/"«]2602077-^ •
was grnntoJ'n vo ccurity 'ahproval or. 10 Bactfrhcr-1963.
j>o that ho^co b ed infProjcct CXHuCHANtTi SHAW has’•

ecu rx

12. !Jsr.orandua frors C/£ 
1967/ Subject! ""race Rocul 
Centro Mondial© Cor.xercir.lo" 
CI/R t A foldor, Clay SHAW -> working papers..-

i S a; 24 Max-Ch 
Connected with

4
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Assassination Records Review Board 
600 E Street NW • 2nd Floor • Washington, DC 20530 

(202) 724-0088 • Fax: (202) 724-0457

December 18,1997

Mr. John Pereira
Chief
Historical Review Group
Center for the Study of Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 02505

I*'? .

Re: Status of CIA Responses to Assassination Records Review Board's Requests for 
Additional Information and Records__________________________________

Dear John:

I am writing to follow-up on our telephone call earlier today and to convey my serious 
concern about the status of CIA's responses to the Review Board's requests for 
additional information and records. Although CIA has completed its responses to 
several requests, and many others have been answered in part, a significant number of 
requests have not been answered — including some that were made more than two 
years ago. On many occasions we have been assured that responses would be 
forthcoming, only to have promised dates come and go without answers. It is now 
extremely important that these requests be answered promptly so that we may conduct 
a proper follow-up if necessary. The issues that we can now identify as being of the 
highest priority are identified in the text below by double asterisks (**)’ and we request 
that they be answered within the next month. We request that tire remaining requests 
be answered by April 1,1998.

. re

The remainder of this letter is divided into two parts: first, a listing of the formal 
requests for information and records, and second, a listing of the informal requests for 
information and records. Please let me know if your understanding of any of the 
following points differs from ours so that we can resolve any potential discrepancies.

’As identified more fully below, the issues are: CIA-1 Organizational Material, 
CIA-6 Cables and Dispatches, CIA-13 Backchannel Communications, CIA-IR-03 
HTLINGUAL Documents, CIA-IR-04 Disposition of Angleton Files, CIA-IR-07 Claude 
Barnes Capehart, CIA-IR-15 Electronic "take" from Mexico City, CIA-IR-21 DRE 
Monthly Operational Reports, CIA-IR-22 "A" Files on Clay Shaw and Jim Garrison.

Board Members: John R. Tunheim, Chair • Henry F. Graff • Kermit L. Hall • William L. Joyce • Anna K. Nelson
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Mr. John Pereira
December 18,1997
Page 7

Documents file: documents Nos. 496,498,499,500, and 510. The Review Board 
is awaiting confirmation that these documents are at HRG for processing.

CIA-IR-05 Possible Foreign Source for Records on Oswald.

CIA was informally requested to use its contacts to pursue certain records 
related to Oswald that were orally described to CIA. The Review Board 
understands that the CIA has taken steps to pursue these records.

CIA-IR-06 QKENCHANT.

The Review Board seeks information regarding the purpose of QKENCHANT 
and its connection with Clay Shaw, Howard Hunt, and Monroe Sullivan.

The Review Board was initially provided some information in regard to this 
request that now appears to be incorrect. CIA is now seeking additional 
information to correct or to clarify its previous answers. The Review Board seeks 
an immediate, full, and accurate formal response to this request. Once the formal 
statement is provided, this request will be complete.

**CIA-IR-07 Claude Barnes Capehart.

The ARRB staff has reviewed all records that CIA has been able to locate to date. 
During the course of this review, additional questions were raised that CIA 
agreed to pursue. CIA also agreed to conduct additional searches to determine 
whether there may be additional retrievable records on Mr. Capehart. The 
Review Board seeks a full and accurate formal response to this request. Once die 
formal statement is provided, this request will be complete.

f

CIA-IR-08 Unredacted Copy of the "Family Jewels" Memoranda.

ARRB has reviewed a redacted version of the "Family Jewels." Additional 
questions have been raised. At meeting between HRG, ARRB and the DCI/IRO 
on December 11,1997, specific redacted pages were identified for ARRB staff 
review. These pages should be made available as soon as possible.
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

2 February 1998

Fredrick C. Wickham @ DO
Lee S. Strickland ® DA

(Mary Lou CummingsJ
John F. Pereira

FROM: J. Barry Harrelson 
JFK Project Officer

OFFICE: OIM/HRP

SUBJECT: ARRB Requests - Priorities

REFERENCE: ARRB letter dtd 18 Dec 1997, Status of ARRB Request for Additional 
Information

I have been advised by the ARRB staff that an updated “Status of Requests" letter will be sent to 
the Agency early next week The following requests will be listed as priorities to be completed in 
February: •

CIA-14 Mexico City Station Annual Reports (DO)

CIA-IR-06 QKENCHANT (DO)

CIA-IR-08 “Family Jewels" (DCI/IRO and DO)

CIA-IR-09 George Bush (DO, DA, DCI/IRO)

CIA-IR-11 Warren Commission Critics (DA, DO)

CIA-IR-27 Security Files for Five Individuals x (DA)

CIA-IR-32 AMWORLD (DO).

I have partial responses to some of these requests; call me if you have questions or need the status of 
your response.

CC: (Eileen M. Wukitcht @ DO
Becky L. Rant @ DA 
Kathryn I. Dyer @ DA (bcc: Bonnie K. Hunter-Y-)

Sent on 2 February 1998 at 01:26:47 PM

ADMINIo1HATIVE INTERNAL USE OHLY
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SUBJECT: DO Response to Informal Request CIA IR 06

d. JC) After Howard Hunt's retirement from the Agency, he went to 
work fortjthe RobertR.Mullen/Company. (The Mullen Company -had for years 
cooperated with the Agency by providing -'cover abroadforAgencys

f~bf ficials> Hunt was cleared for QKENCHANT by the Agency so that he could 
deal with administrative matters when necessary during^Mullen'^’absences 
from his firm in Washington.

e . (C) J. Monroe Sullivan, Clay Shaw's boss, was grant,
in December 1962 so that he could be used in Project QKENCHANT

Fredrick C. Wickham, Jr.



13-00000

CIA" SPECIAL 'COLLECTIONS 
?'' ' RELEASE IN FULL

2000

■fiECIhS-T

27 February 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR: (U) Chief, JFK Declassification 
Project/HRP/OIM/DA

FROM: (U) Fredrick C. Wickham, Jr.
Chief, External Support Group/IMS/DO 
Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJECT: (U) DO Response to Informal Request CIA IR #06

REFERENCE: (U) ARRB's Memorandum dated 18 December 1997, ■ 
RE: Status of CIA Responses to 
Assassination Records Review Board's 
Requests for Additional Information and 
Records

(U) This memorandum is submitted in response to informal 
request number 06 (CIA IR #06) from the Assassination Records 
Review Board (ARRB).

**CIA~IR—06 QKENCHANT

a. (U) Per the Review Board's request regarding the 
purpose of QKENCHANT and its connection with Clay Shaw, Howard 
Hunt, and Monroe Sullivan, the following information is 
provided.

b. (S) QKENCHANT was a project for obtaining clearances, 
that is, Provisional Covert Security Approvals (PCSA) and Covert 
Security Approvals (CSA), with the Office of Security in 
connection with the acquisition of ^Cofporate^CoveL for Action^. 
<(CCA)L In connection with the acquisition of(CCA; Directorate of 
Operations guidelines require that a QPCSA/CSA? be obtained in 
most instances before a (corporate)entity can be used as a(Cover^ 
(for Action(CFA) sponsor^

c. (U) With regard to Clay Shaw and his association with 
the QKENCHANT project: A review of Shaw's security file 
indicates that he received a "five Agency" clearance on 23 March 
1949. Our records indicate the QKENCHANT project did not begin 
until sometime in 1952, therefore, Shaw in all probability was 
not cleared by the QKENCHANT program.

■6I«BY (0563956 ?
CL REASON 1.5 (c)
DECL 0N><n
DRV FROM: MtSL 5-82
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»CCRET

Subject: DO Response to Informal Request CIA IR #06

C/IMS/ESG Fredrick C. Wickhamx^444&-:mjk (3Marchl998)

Distribution:
Original - C/JFK Declassification Project/HRP/OIM/DA

1 - C/IMS/ESG
1 - C/IMS/ESG/HCS
1 - IMS/ESG Chrono
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. RELEASE IN FULL

2000
18 September 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR: Laura Denk 
Executive Director, ARRB

FROM: J. Barry Harrelson
JFK Project Officer, HRP/OIM

SUBJECT: CIA-IR-0 6, QKENCHANT

1. QKENCHANT was the name of an Agency project used to 
provide security approvals on non-Agency personnel and 
facilities. Such approvals were required so that Agency 
personnel could meet individuals to discuss proposed 
projects, activities, and possible relationships.

2. Clay Shaw received an initial "five agency" 
clearance on 23 March 1949 and Agency records indicate the 
QKENCHANT project did not begin until sometime in 1952. 
Thus, in all probability he was not cleared by that program, 
at least initially.

3. Uphroe Sullivan, Clay Shaw's boss*, was granted a 
security approval in December 1962.

4. With respect to Howard Hunt, following his 
retirement from the Agency, he went to work with a company 
which had previously cooperated with the Agency. Hunt was 
granted a clearance so he could deal with administrative 
matters in the absence of others within that company.

5. The Agency believes it has fully answered the 
questions asked within this request and considers it 
completed.


