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_regard ‘to-Kennedy's assassination?

As soon(as the name of Lee OSWALD was ment1oned in connectlon

' w1th the assass1nat10n of Pre51dent Kennedy on-22 November. CIA .

f11e checks were begun and the" Mex1co Clty Statlon was asked by

_cable for more information on’ OSWALD; W1th1n a week twenty seven”

3 cabled reports had been sent to the White House, the Department of

State,.and “the Federal Bureau of Invest1gat10n.

. CIA f1e1d statlons prov1ded b1ts of . 1nformat10n dur1ng the

Wé_e'k ftéf’ CHE §§sa551nat10n. lne Mex1co (.lt}’ otation rev1ewed the

——transertpts—of—tts—te%ephonthaps—and—eame—up—wrth—severa&—more—-—-

'nnnversnrlnns nrnhably_1nMolM;ng4xﬂuUJg_but_not_actuaily.ment;on__

1ng him by name, ‘these. transcrlpts connectedvhlm also to the Cuban

' Consulate .in Mex1co Clty Several'Mex1cans were" arrested and'

questloned about hlS act1v1t1es, giving a good picture of what he

was really up to. A host-of fabricators,fsome anonymous , bombarded

~

overseas embassies with spurious tips on the case. - All of these

leads were soon d1scred1ted but they were st111 comlng in.

“In llght of OSWALD s defectlon to the Sov1et Union where he -

-"1ﬂﬂT"rEmEInEd‘fUr”aTmUFt—thTEE_YEETS‘anﬁ_hTE-tTTﬁ—to Mexico- thy

where—he—had—contatt—wrth-members—of—the—ﬁuban—and“Sovret—C”n- -
-sulates——the—pess&b&%aty-that—@SWAbB—had~ﬂot—aeted—upon—hrs—own——w—

‘-but~may_haMe_heen_an_agent_Ln_a_plot—under—£ore+gn—d&reet&en—eou4d-

'__not_he_dlsm1ssed_w11hout_exhaust11e_explnltatlon_of_all_anallahle__'

forelgn assets.

it

As the Agency responsible for the collection of foreiqn'counr-

terintelligence information , it was the Agency s respons1b111ty

to support the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon in its 1nvest1gat10n

of the Pre51dent S assa551nat1on by

a. Obtaining detailed information on every aspect of OSWALD's

activities and movements abroad;

b. Studying this information in light .of the AqenCy's know-

~1edge of- the mission and operatlons of forelgn 1nte111gence

:serv1ces - partlcularly the Cuban and Sov1et serv1ces, and
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Ma ng avallable t' the-FBI andﬂo{her approprlate govern-

ment- agenc1es and departments, all. 1nformat10n ‘obtained on

| 'OSWALD or pertalnlng to hlS contacts w1th Cuban and Sov1et

'off1c1als and organlzatlons abroad

Set_out below are those actlons taken by the Agency after

1ea1uiug'the fdentity—of—the—assassimand—during—theweeks—immedi=—
——atelv-£ol%ow;ng—the-?res&dent—s—den-h.

§pecific Action Taken'by-the Agency

On the same day as the assa551nat10n 22 November 1963 the.

——ﬁeputy‘brrector——PTans——chhard-HEtMS——sent—a—tabie—bovk—message——“

——%e—&}}—eiﬂeStat&eﬂs-abreaéT——HELMS—stateé—%hat—%he——trag&e—éea%h———
nF Prp<1dent Kennedy reau1res al] of us to lnnk,shaxp_fnx_any_un__~

'usual 1nte111gence developments Although-we have no reason to

Y expect anythlng of a partlcular military nature,’ fall hands should

be on the qu1ck alert at least for the next few days wh11e the new

Pre51dent takes over." [DIR 84608]

On 22 November, the Chief of WH/S, in response to an earlier

cable from Mex1co Clty 1n which the latter directed Headquarters'

attentlon to previous traffic relatlng to Lee Harvey OSWALD [MEXT-
“‘TOT#‘(IN—6678TT”—ii—November-T@6%T-asked—the-StatIUn—tU—fUTTow-and
——report—on—Sovret—Embassy—aet&v&%y—and—reaet1eﬂ—ﬂdurtﬂg—these~heursu

(] J Qn‘)'l
) 4 R O-G4-0\-4 )

On_ 23 Nnvpmber FT Qtaff reauested the,Mex1cn Pltv Station ta

_,nenlew_all_audlgmtape and transcr;gts since 27 §eptembex to locate

materlal p0551b1y pertlnent to OSWALD [DIR 84886- in reference to

MEXI 6453 (IN 36017), 9 October 1963 ]

On the same ‘day, Chief, WH/3, asked Mexlco C1ty Statlon to

-cable verbat1m transcrlpts in Engllsh ‘of all OSWALD . 1ntercepts and

other mater1a1 relatlng ‘to him. [DIR 84914]

"On 24 November, Chlef,-WH/S, asked the Mexico. City. Station's

opinion'as_to why bSWALwaas~in Mexico'in'September-October 1963.

[DIR 84920]

On 25 November, Ch1ef WH/3,'asked Mexlco Clty Statlon to.
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a synopsisifor COS background briefings to assist in the evalua-
tion of any operational leads generated by the investigation.
[DIR 85817]

A second cable was sent out on the same day to Frankfurt

Russian-born wife during their return to the United States during

May and June 1962. [DIR 85973]

On 2 Decembér, headquarters sent a priority cable to Ber-
lin, Bonn, Frankfurt, and The Hague asking for confirmatory imfér-
mation relating to the travel of OSWALD, his wife, and oldest
child on their return from the Soviet Union (in 1962) to the
United States. [DIR 86077].

On 12 December 1963, Chief, WH/3, asked Mexico City'Staj

tion to continue to watch for Soviet and Cubant¢reaction to the

- investigation.of the President!s assassination, evidence of their

-complicity, and signs that they were putting out propaganda about

the case. Mention was made that Soviet intelligence officers in
India had letters sent to American leaders demanding a full in-

vestigation of the assassination. [DIR 88680]
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cable a summary of all the Statlon s 1nformatlon relatlng to Silvia

DURAN (Mex1can employee of the Cuban Consulate, Mexico City).
[DIR 84926] |

On the same day, Chief, WH/?, asked the Mex1co City Statlon

'for any information 1nd1cat1ng that OSWALD may have entered Mexico

at any time otﬁer—than—durrng—the—perrod—%ﬁ—September—to—ﬁ—ectober-

I'IO

NIt Q3
oI LD |

nn 26 Nnvemher 1963 Headouarters sent a priority cable to

(-6 iy | -y
Brussels (Copenhagen)(ﬁe151nkf> London, Madrld (Oslo) Ottawa,

Parls, Rome, and The. Hague requestlng station. and(ilal;bn)traces on

Lee Harvey OSWALD [DIR 85133]

On 28 November 1963, Ch1ef WH/S,_stressed 1n -a cable to the

Mexico City Station that "there should be no let down in your ef-

'nfOrt t; follow all leads andfinvestigate all'faqté'mhich bear on

“this case. “We have by no means excluded the possibility that

onner'ES“yet—unkn.__'

-

— —otheT—powers—may;hawe—piaveé—a—ro%ef—- Ch1ef WH/S added—the_reques

4_nd Cuban 1nstallaf

' tlons and your 11alson w1th Mex1cans " [DIR 85655]

On 29 November Headquarters forwarded a book cable to

Copenhagen He151nk1, London, Oslo, and The Hague wh1ch 1nc1uded

|l
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|'(3) What form'did the follow-up take?

'The-initial.resnonse to headquarters' requirements levied

‘on the f1e1d after the aseassination of the President, has been

.treated under Question (1) above. As this information was received

in Headquarters it was compared with-existing information, if any,

synthesized danalyzed and then made availahle'to the'White House,

the Department of State, and the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon.

Coples Ot tnese dess1mentat10ns were a..l.SO torwarded to tne oecret -

OUIV.LDU-

"eadquarte;s—examaned_all_neu_leads_sent_an_by_thefF1e1d of-

fering gu;dance, and, when necessarv, coordlnatlng with the appro-

priate United-Statesfgevernment agency - primarily the FBI - when

. : s iaw . 4 . - cws ] : . L
the investigation lnvolved_an'Amerlcan citizen. Most, if not all,

leads briginating in the field were”persons claiming to have know-

ledge of OSWALD or his wife. Investlgatlon revealed that the

'maJor1ty of these leads were, fabrlcators.

" In lrght of the urgency of the 1nvestigation being cendnCted

by the FBI; all corré§ﬁ6ﬁdeﬁE”“BetW*en‘KgenEY“Headquarterg‘and"Tf§—

”-—frerd—unrts—was—rn—cabie—ferm———%f—neeessary——messages—eeu%d—be—-——

A -_byv_tal
oI te-t

NACEO
yua?v

L1
/7.

Agency_ﬁield_representatives_in_the_Mexirn City Station and

M&eMIMCMSﬂMMJMQMMM__ .

keeping the latter continually apprised of all information pertain-

ing to the investigation as it became available, to~the=Station.

The Mexico City Station and Miami Base were able to respond immedi-

ately tplrequirements levied by the local FBI representative:. The

field reported'to Headquarters-on all information passed in the

field to the FBI or received from the FBI representatlve so that

'.Headquarters could make a formal dlssemlnatlon to the approprlate

government agency or department in Washlngton.
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)] 'Idenfify'andxdéscfibe'tHe*récofds with regard to this

activity.

The material relating to Lee Harvey OSWALD (internal
Agency documents, reports to and from other government agencies
and departments, correspondence with the Warren Commission, etc.)
~1is held in the Agency's official file on OSWALD. The official
e - file no. 201-289248 is held by the CI Staff and comprises 57 - -
volumes, i.e., well over 200 separate file folders and envelopes.
In addition to the official file, there are ancillary files
covering various aspects of the investigation and later develop-
ments - FOIA requests for information, documents (copies) cleared
for release in response to such requests, the Rockefeller Com-
a1 mission, etc. N ¢
A machine index of the material held in the official:file
reaches a total of 1829 deeuments—er entries. There is some
duplication and ommissions. It is not possible to tell from
the machine index the subject of many of the documents, particu-
~ larly cables, nor is it possible to ascertain the originiof
many of the documents appearing under those entries marked
XAAZ-.
See the attached list of files and folders reviewed to

date.



