110a-10433-10037

[2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992

f. - l"- '/ LS B

This materin) contnins infotmgtion affevting the National Defense of the United Stutes withiin the meaning of the Fopioonke Loawas, Tille

18. U.5.C. Necv. 793 and 794, the fransmission or revelating of which In way

er to an unuuthorized person B prohibited by Jaw,

COUNTRY

SUBJECT

DATE 6F

Italy/USA - ) Rwon1&o.. CS
Meeting of Dr. Martin Luther DATE DISTR.
King ' o
= NO. PAGES
- REFERENCES
28 September 1964
1 October 1964) L nnoawonrno

ATED frenin

Comment: - Given the 5ource of the 1b0vc report, we view

it with some reserve. In this connectlou, we noted the 19 6eptemberf

issue of L' Unita, which reflected an article on King's private
audience ultﬁ*ﬁ"pc Paul held the preceding day. According to
L'Unita, immediately after the audience, in 8t. Peter's Square,
King stated that “Pope Paul was most clear on the fact that both
he, personally and the Catholic Church support the cause of civil
rights'". The article also states that in a press conference held

‘at Fiumicino Airport after the audience King said, "The Pope will
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Luther King, noted Protestqnt ncgro Pastor and "leader" of the
-anti-racist movement in the United States, met with.various .
. leaders of the Italian Communist Party (PCI) and of the  Italian
.Socialist Party (PSI) on 18 September in-Rome. ' In particular,
- King conferred with PCI Senators Velio ano and Ugo Bartesaghi, . .
with-BS¥E Deputy Lucio Luzzatq! and withi"Senator Paolo Vitto elli
éof the Italian Socialist Party of Prole{arlan Unity (PSIUP)/ '
ng discussed with the above-named politicians the progrdm of
. demonstrations against segregation in the United States, which ,
. are .to be organized in Italy during the months immediately ahead. -
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‘audience with Pope Paul held the preceding day. According to
L'Unita, 1mmed1ate1y after the audience, in St. Peter's Square,
-King stated that “Pope Paul was most clear on the fact that both
"he, personally and the Catholic Church support the cause of civil
rights". The article also states that in a press conference held
at Fiumicino Airport after the audience King said,. "The Pope will
"shortly make a public statement on racial segregation“ We have

no other information at this time.
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souui An unwitting leftist oriented Journalist (F) with contacts in

o .Italian Communist Party (PCI) circles in Rome from information
that was available to editorial offices of L'Unita, the PCI
daily newspaper.  Reports from this source over the- past few
‘years have varied from mediocre and below 1n.quality and in
accuracy. Appraisal of Content° 3. . ool

Luther King, noted" Protestant negro Pastor and “leader“ of the
‘anti-racist movement in the United States, met with various .
leaders of the Italian Communist Party (PCI) and of the Italian
Socialist Party (PSI) on 18 September in Rome.. In particular, =
‘King conferred with PCI Senators Velio- ? ano and Ugo Bartesaghi,
with-BPSF¥ Deputy Lucio Luzzat%f and with|Sénator Paolo Vittorxelli.
qof the Italian.Socialist Party of Proletarian ‘Unity (PSIUP)/ _
ng discussed with the above~named politicians the program of
-demonstrations against’ segregation in the United States, which
e are to be organized in Italy during the months 1mmed1ately ahead.

FieldfComment: Given the source of the above report we view S
it with some reserve. In this connection, we noted the 19 September
issue of L'Unita, which reflected an article on King's. private -
"audience with Pope Paul held the preceding day. _According to
~L'Unita, immediately after the audience, in St. “Peter! s Square, -

.. King stated that "Pope Paul was most clear on: the fact that both
‘he, personally and the Catholic Church support the cause of civil
rights". . The article .also states that in a press. conference held
at Fiumicino Airport after the audience King said, "The Pope will
shortly make a public statement on racial segregation" ‘We have
.no. other information at this time. _
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