1m EZZ RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F KENEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992

'5 December 1966

;'.-:MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

| SUB.TECTO "Amerlcanv DEfectors‘to the Uﬂi D

' A The attached matenal wa.s part of a soft f11e entr.tled
4 "Amertcan Defectora to the USSR ", ‘which was set up by m-
ound 1960 and mamtamed by varxousc@ components
i unt11 ca.. 1963 ~ The comp1lat1ons were derived from a varl.ety
¥ of. sources. a.nd contam both classn‘.'xed and overt data. S

_ g 2. In the fall of 1966 the’ f11es were turned over toG-Is .
-Sta&’ In rnost mstances, basm mformatmn was then abstracted
' wMigiehine s, In all instances in whtch

, the materlal was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort,
1t has been 1ncorporated 1nto the appr oprta.te 201 fue, along with -

ibe coordinated With §B-Biwieton and with s-t-eva-ﬂ-@mm@)
view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
. disseminations have already been made HroarlrtresysSPefeoh

Document Number:f

for Fom Rev.ew on SEP 1976
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| __.nate of Bi.rthl 18 omber 1939. ._.' ueu Orm’ m | o Lo
o f_'_"nax-.a o: nefecta.ons omber 1959

 Bducatdons . High sehool. Alvays a suuuoua ‘bype, read booke that __-were"
ooneidered- "deep o Y ) _ o

?"'ﬁlax”:ttobeahnrdenonhismthero Beeameam, radar operators.
. 14 months-service Japan and the Ph:llippinee Honoreble diec.harge

: _t.he Methodist Orphans che, Haeo, Texas.

' Acoonn.ng to newsps.per Artd.cle, reagons for h.te defection were a- eomb:l— .
nation of family poverty, what he considers the plight of US negroes, and
.. the US Marines or American imperialism abroad. At 15 or so he read - -

Joinedthe&rﬂ.neentl’l. Sayehed:ldthiebecaneehedjﬂn'

on. 3 Septenberﬂ-l959l (depeu.ienoy discharge)

Fat.her'- an inamnee ea.l.emn, died before Lae was born. ﬁas

a brother who 48 & salesmen at Acue Brick Company, Fort Worth, 'l‘eums
- and a half brother John Edward Plc age 28, a US Air Force StaffSargeant

stationed in Japan.: Mother is currently enployed as a aupply mt.her at. o

"Das Kapital® snd agreed with its theories. A year before his diaoharge, A

--hebegantoprepareforlifeintheSovietUnionbyuaingaBerlitz
- grammar to'teach himself how to read and write R‘nseian. Never, hewever, L
_didheconaiderdesertj.ngthemrinecerpa._ . L

After dieol:m-ge from t.he }hrinee, 'Lee vigited his nother 1n Fert WOrth o
for abouty 3 daye, then left for New Orleans where he planned to resume -

.  employment with an export-import company for which he had worked prior
{0 enlisting in the Marines. Shortly after he arcived in New Orlsans; :

he sent Lils mother & note saying that he bad booked passage to Burops, L
that he was doing something he felt he must do. His arrival in Moscow o

" came &s a shock to the family, = Travel money probably came from that

saved while in the Marines. He. had never expressed any sympathy for . - .
the Soviet Union or: Commnism. He bad been interested in Cuba and. South
America and his family would have expected him to go there, if anywhere. .
Mail sent to him aince his defection has been addressed to the Hotel -
Mstropole, Moscow. . He acknowledged receipt of his mail in 1959, but
'w

letters sent. i.n 1960 have bean rehu'ned to t.he senders.

In November 1959 the Sovieta vers mvestigating the possibilit,y of -
sending lee to a Sovist higher technical institute. (Wash.Evening 8tar)

o May 1960 Mra. Osvald reeei.ved a lett.er from the Albert Scm:eitzer College. B
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_ _:I.n Switzerland, a.nd which uas addressed to Lae, which aaid i.n effect

. that this college was expeoting Lee Oswald on 20 April 1960. After - -

- recelpt of the letter, Mrs, Oswald planned to write to.the college to'-
learnirharaonm nachla..tandanee there. (w‘

SR _.'I'ha Sovhts ne:l.thar eneoumged no:- d:lsconraged Osuald'a desi;re to becona
.~ . & Soviet citisen. TheAmricanEnbassyuanwdhimtothinkitover o
before hearing’ hia cath rencuncing American citizenship. - As' a: r_esult; -
Oswald is bitter. towards the eonsul there,. -.Ha hag atated.that---reg‘axﬂleas
© . of any material. asho '
. back to ‘the USA.:

: :'-._Re-$s)\~.¢\ \'\\\s\g.: bes\ve.s P'-\'\N-t\ \JS?& ouA-cv ¢ev—\~a\- Cum\ \wns
_ Q.a*w\ \sux«- \‘\\ms\ u)o gt\"‘”'"“""“ :

| \\\A\-vm.k \\\Avmn.\\\A\u\g&\\{?\msa\&m‘a \nw\ iu\ \qt“ \\A\e.)fbus\_ ey T
. Rviha\\l*a\ﬁ\z.ﬁa\.\. Lz\san‘(b\-\ 39&\3\ Se.‘s\- L\ a‘ep.\ \LA \usa come. \ISQ o
wadk DswaX S _ . o SN

o Unleas 8o noted, i.n.fo 15 frcn ths Haah.ington Bvening Star, 26 Nov. 1959.-___- -.
_ o Q2 Nevermbeo/ -
A riand ub @W& %AN 3. Xw»blf _ ,Mg
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