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. ■ by R/cor Reporting Officer. Exempt from Generol Declassification Schedule of E.O. 11652 Exemption
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OECLASSlfK“ 1 :'i NjWjJtama dissemination and use or this information subject to .
RELEASE OF C.iA_i*0HMA'WW CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT. ‘ I

IN THB |imW>y Mtt7^_________ ZZ_______________________________ ~
"ilfc IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE

Kf SLPWrJ,----------------------------------- —--------------------------------------------------------------■SECRET TtW FEDERAL GOVERNMWf C’TE“r"

MATTISHS
REPORT CLASS S E C R~ E T-A WARN IMG NO. TI CE-S EN SI TI VE INTELLIGENCE

DIST 9 NOVEMBER 1976

SOURCES AND METHODS 'INVOLVED—NOT .RELEASABLE TO rO;RE!GN NATIONALS--

NOT RELEASABLE TO CONTRACTORS

AND EXTRACTION OF INFORMATION

COUNTRY^; ’. VENEZUELA

DOI ? 5 EARLY NOVEMBER 1976

CONTROLLED BY ORIGINATOR
... s
ML FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED !
HEREIN Ifr-WWlfcfr

OR C ON TR AC TO R/ CO NS Ul TA NT S

SUBJECT: POTENTIAL EMBARRASSMENT FOR THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT

DUE TO POSSIBLE EXPOSURE OF PROOF THAT RICARDO MORALES

ACQ.

•SOURCE

NAVARETTE IS A VENEZUELAN SECURITY OFFICIAL

VENEZUELA. CARACAS (1-4 NOVEMBER 1976) FIELD

SEE BELOW,

DES.PT: SUMMARY.:

DIRE

rE-Z-UELAMN. GOVERNMENT DEN I ALS , ‘ iC.UBAN-BORN
NAVARETTE, IS A HIGH OFF^A TH

I W87'
THE SERVICES OF I N T^fftlDsfeN CE AND P

RI.CARDOy MO RALES

• HAS A

FURTHERMORE, HE|IS' CURRENTLY. ACT IVELY INVOLVED IN THE IN VE ST I G ^T Ifl^y 15 ^975 

OF THE' 6 OCT OB ER' B OMBI NG OF A CUBA NA A IR LI NE R “AND HE HAS ’ MD“PREV^®Sw=« 

CONTACTS WITH~S^ffi OT THE' SUSP^OTTHFB?»ffiING; \A V EN EZ UE LA N NE WStiMA N

COPY OF THE ORIGINAL GOVERNMENT AN NO UN CE ME NT. 0 F MO R A LE S ’

DI SI P

LOCAL

ASSIGNMENT, WHICH HE IS ATTEMPTING TO HAVE REPRINTED IN Th E

P^PS, VENEZUELAN OFFICIALS BELIEVE PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF 
5.5 DEC 1J976 —• i ! . ।

. . . IS E C ,R E T-

uR
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(eUuilfieatton)

THIS ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD 'PROVE EMBARRASSING TO- THE GOVERNMENT, AND. 

IN O EFFORT TO COUNTER TH IS P OT EN TJ AL DIFFICULTY, H AV E IS SU ED A 

BACK-DATED CIRCULAR OSTENSIBLY RELIEVING MORALES 0 ~ HIS DISIP 

ASSIGNMENT, END SUMMARY*

E’l, (FIELD COMMENT? THERE HAS SEEN CONSIDERABLE PRESS COVERAGE 

CONCERNING RICARDO M 0 R A L E S N AV AR ET TE ,. A- CU 3A N- BO RN » 

NATURALIZED VENEZUELAN CITIZEN, MORALES' STATUS WITH THE VENEZUELAN 

GOVERNMENT CAME INTO QUESTION WHEN THE FOREIGN PRESS REPORTED THAT 

MORALES IS A HIGH-LEVEL VENEZUELAN SECURITY OFFICIAL AS WELL AS 

BEING CONNECTED WITH VARIOUS AGENCIES OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERN- 

MEflT(USG), VENEZUELAN OFFICIALS HAVE ALTERNATELY DENIED.,' 

AND ADMITTED M OR Al ES:’ ASSO Cl AT 10 N WITH VENEZUELAN SECURITY 

ORGANIZATIONS, FOR. THIS INFORMAT ION SEE EMBASSY CARACAS TELEGRAM 

12667 OF 26 OCTOBER lITt,}

2. SOURCE OF PARAGRAPHS 3. AN D 4? A VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT 

EMPLOYEE WHOSE POSITION GIVES HIM ACCESS TO OFFICIAL .REPORTS ON 

VARIOUS SUBJECTS, HIS RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABL IS HED. , 

-THIS INFORMATION IS NOT TO BE DISCUSSED WITH ANY FOREIGN OFFICIALS, 

INCLUDING THOSE OF THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT.

3. DESPITE DENIES BY' SO ME-0 FF IC lALS OF TH E-A/.E NE ZU EL AN GOVERN- - ■ ■ . 1 2 3 k - t 'c- t . ■ \ \ . .

■ ’ . SECRET c
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ME.NT. RICARDO MORALES N'A' VA RE TT E IS CHIEF OF THE FOREIGN ESPOINAGE

DIVISION OF THE VENEZUELAN DIRECTORATE FOR THE SERVICES OF

INTELLIGENCE AND PREVENTION (DISIP). THIS SECTION IS KNOWN AS

DIVISION 54. FURTHERMORE, MORALES IS HEADING THE VENEZUELAN

INVESTIGATION OF T HE 6 OCTOBER 1976 BOMBING OF A CUBANA AIRLINER, 

IN THIS CAPACITY; MORALES RECEIVES AND MAINTAINS ALL INFORMATION

ON T.HE CUBANA CASE* IN CL UD IN G IN FO RM AT ION WHICH CONNECTS HIM, 

MORALES, HJTh-THE CUBAN EXILE MOVEMENT AND INDIVIDUALS IMPLICATED 

IN THE CUBANA CASE. (FIELD COMMENT: FOR AN E AR LI ER K.EP OR T ON 

MORALES' CONNECTIONS WITH CUBAN EXILE LEADER ORLANDO Jv DSC H,~ '

WHO IS CURRENTLY UNDER DETENTION IN CARACAS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE CUBANA AFFAIR, SEE [hVC^514, T DF IR DB-3 15/I 02 65 6-76 J. OF 1 5 

OCTOBER, FROM A USUA LL Y RELIABLE SOURCE.) ’

4. AS HEAD OF THE INVESTIGATING TEAM, MORALES ISSUES PRESS
•> j

RELEASES ON TH'E CASE UNDER THE ALIAS "COMMISSIONER JIMENEE." IN 

ORDER TO AVOID DIRECT CONTACT WITH NEWSMEN, MORALES IS NOT 

UTILIZING HIS USUAL DI SI P OFFICES, BUT RATHER MA IN TA IN S SE PA RA TE 

FACILITIES.

5. SOURCE OF PARAGRAPHS 6-9: A VE NE ZU EL AN W IT H CLOSE 

CONTACTS AMONG VENEZUELAN SECURITY OFFICIALS. H IS R EL IABI LI TY

SECRET
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FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT TO 
CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING ANU END OF REPORT’

HAS NOT BEEN EST ABLI SHED

6. DURING THE WEEK 0

GENERAL RAUL

WORK ING AT 0

0 VE MB ER > DI SIJ DIRECTOR r RE JI REP

AINZA SAID THAT MORALES IS STILL

LY INVOLVED IN THE C UB AN A IN VE ST I-

GATION. IN AN EFFORT TO MITIGATE ANY FURTHER PUBLICITY CONCERN- 

. ING MORALES AND HIS CONNECTION WITH THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT,

GIM.ENEZ- SAID. HE HAS OFFICIALLY RELIEVED MORALES AS CHIEF OF 

DIVISION 5 4. THE RECORDS ANNOUNCING MORAL 

BACK-DATED TO 1 OCTOBER.

7. G IM ENEZ SAID THAT HE IS AWARE T HA T

CH I.BF ED I TOR 0 F ’’BOHEMIA"' .MA GA ZINE » HA S IN

OF MORALES AS CHIEF

OF DISIP'S DIVISION 54. MEDINA. GIMENEZ SAID. IS ATTEMPTING TO 

HAVE THE CIRCULAR REPRINTED IN THE VENEZUELAN PRESS.BUT THUS

FAR. HAS BEEN UNABLE TO FIND AN OUTLET WILLING TO PUBLISH IT.

8, MORALES. GIMENEE SAID. WAS APPOINTED TO DISIP ON '
THE RECOMMENDATION OF ^ORLAN^^G A RC I A, A .SECURITY ADVISER.. .

TO PRESIDENT CARLOS AND^Sa/pER E Z. THE CIRCULAR APPOINTING”
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MORALES IS SIGNED BY G IMENEZ AW^A CC ORDI NG TO GIMENEZ, WaS APP-RDVED 
^:BY O.CT AV jO^k^E' .P A G-=. MINISTER-OF INTERIOR. Afr\ PRESI DENT/pEREZ . 

j - ■ 5;- SECRET. -X .. I


