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HICHAEL JELIBAVCIC, aka 1= Mr, McWilliams
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Hefevence is made to Department of State telegran
ated 10/20/60 from Enmbassy Moscow, to State Headguarters
(5‘_'9‘) hich reported subject was cordered by the Soviets on 10/29/60
t6 leave the UBSR cepi“ of refersnced telegrarn were
(W previcusly furai to New York and Chicago.

New York ehould remain alert te return of subject
to the Gnited States for the purpose of interview comserning

N/
LR @ informstion Oz him previocusly furnished by "Bamsy.” Bear
LN in mind during auy forthcoming interview that tbe Soviets
= » have in the past expelied individusls from the USER to cover
S the fact he im s developed REGB age Subject mlé also
& € Q: be guestioned concerning his name afid phone B
;’_ ,\‘ ¢ in the address book of lee Harvsy Omwald,
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- o? * Sammy, Soviet defect'or-i a N ﬁkviée‘ﬁg tlﬁ@ 151 Tth
3*3 Department, KGB, had been mofinting® g‘ﬁ% Sdgaliaiz thevsubject, |

American Express representative in Moscow. | We are desirous of

1 E'?' 6 interviewing sybject concerning what he kngws about the operation
37 l against bim. (It should be noted thit Arsen®>Rrippel, predecessor
gg,g e.ﬁ/‘ of subject in Moscow, was recruited \sh\e KCEB and o admitted sane,
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5601 Potomac Avehue; N.W.
 ‘Washington, D'C;; 20016
July 25, 1969

Brn o D c:a 5//0/97)
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Honorable William P. Rogers S %' AEl ‘bt W FOLL

Secretary of State - . -~ . ] &ot(
Washington, D.C: : ‘ N PARY

oo

Dear Mr. Secretary..

L
I e

[y

In w1nd1ng up my affalrs at the Department of State, there is a pend-
ing matter whlch I believe merits your attentlon. :

Lee Harvey OSwald the presumed assassin of President Kennedy, was
alledgedly present at:a party given by a Mexican communist sympathizer
‘and attended by the Cuban Consul, a veteran intelligence.officer, when
he was in Mexico shortly before the assassination. There are allega—
tions that the Mexican Government may have been aware of Oswald's
.presence at that party and that the Cuban Government may have tried to
intimidate others who saw h1m there.

A careful 1nvest1gatlon of these allegatlons could perhaps explaln
them away. Until then, however, their public disclosure ‘could reopen
the debate about the true nature of the Kennedy assass1nat10n and
damage the credibility of the Warren Report.

. Since I was the _Embassy officer in. Mexlco who acqu1red thls intelli-
gence information, I feel a respon51b111ty for seeing it.through to

its final evaluatlon. Accordingly, I have prepared a memorandum
(enclosed) explaining this information and its initial assessment, keyed
to three memoranda of conversations with my Mexican informant.

I believe you would want to consider carefully whether to let well
enough alone in this case, or whether the risks attending possible
~public disclosure of these allegations make further 1nvest1gat10n
warranteds :

Y

Respectfully,

Enclosure: e
Memorandum and four attacnuents. et o
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SUBJEéTEi Investlgatlon of;Lee HarveyTOSwald in Mexlcovi B

1. While serving as Political Officer in the U.S. Embassy in Mexico
»Clty from 1964 to 1967, I became quite friendly with the Mexican play-
i right, Elena Garro de Paz.  An 1ntellegent, witty, and outspoken woman,
/I found her a very useful if sometimes biased source of political gossip
i and personal history on significant Mexican personalities. She introduced
! my wife and me to many important people in Mexico. She was also.parti-
cularly knowledgeable about agrarian affairs. A biographic report that
I prepared on her on May 3, 1966 is attached (Tab A);

2., On one occa51on, Mlss Garro 1nadvertently mentloned to me that she -
had been at a party with Lee Harvey Oswald and two American companions
when Oswald was in Mexico just before the Kennedy assassxnat;on. The
party had been at the home.of her cousin, Ruben Duran. The memorandum
of that conversation, dated December 10, 1965, is attached (Tab B). I
 had not read the Warren Report, but I aSSumed that if Oswald had been
to such a party in Mex1co, it would have been well known to the Embassy.
I also knew Miss Garro to be something of a professional anti-communist
who tended to see a communist plot.behind any untoward political event.
However, the episode about her being escorted into hiding”at an obscure
hotel intrigued me. Accordingly, I decided to report the matter in
writing. I gave the memorandum of conversation limited distribution
within the Embassy, and did not send dny copies to Washington.
3. A few days later T was called to the office of Mr. Winston Scott,
who headed the Embassy's Political Research Section (CIA). Also present
was Mr. Nathan Ferris, the Embassy's Legal Attache (FBI). - They had noted
with interest my December 10 memorandum of conversation. They pointed

" out that there had been a great many rumors about Oswald at the time of !
the assassination and that some could not be verified and others had . |
proved false. They asked me, however, to try and get a more detailed 5,
replay of Miss Garro's story. Mr. Scott made clear that the FBI had full
reSpon31b111ty for any further 1nvest1gat10ns of the Oswald casel

4, In a memorandum of conversation dated December 25, 1965 (Tab C), I

provided a much more detailed and accurate restatement of Miss Garro's
_alleged encounter with Oswald and subsequent developments. Certain errors’

in my original presentation were corrected. Miss Garro guessed that the

date of the party at her cousin's house was in early September, 1963. She

admitted- that she had gone to the Embassy to report briefly about this matter

on an earlier occasion.
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Durans after the assassination‘about<a”party'which Oswald had reportedly
attended, but that the transcript of the interrogation was entirely

" unsatisfactory by normal investigatory'standards. Furthermore, the party

inquired. about was not the-one at Ruben Duran's house, reported by .
Elena Garro, but at an entlrely dlfferent place. This transcrlpt may

checked out and found to be untrue.;

10. It would appear: that whereas the FBI has discounted the Elena Garro
“allegations, the CIA is st111Ac0n51derab1y disturbed by them. The CIA

may not have pressed for further investigation, however, for a number of
reasons: 1) considering the sensitive overlap and subtle competition
between two intelligence- collectlng agenc1es, it had to yield to the

FBI's clear jurisdiction;: 2)4 there -are-obvious complications in comducting
such an investigation in a:foreign country, 3) there is a close and

} well be the source of Mr.:Ferris' bellef that Elena Garro's story had ‘been -

delicate relationship between the CIA Station Chief and[the|

land 4) somé of the people (S

appearing in the Elena:Garro scenario may w&ll be agents of the CIA. Under
the circumstances it'is unllkely ‘that<any further investigation of this
matter will ever take place unless 1t ‘is-ordered by a hlgh official in
'Washlngton.;- : . .

e

11. If all the allegatlons in- the attached memoranda weére true, they
would not, in themselves,:prove that there was a conspiracy to assassinate’

" President Kennedy. However, if they were ever made public, those who

have tried to discredit the WarreﬁgReport could have a field day in

speculating about their implications.: The credibility of the Warren Report.

would be damaged all the more-if it were learned that these allegations
were known and never: adequately 1nvest1gated by the competent American
authorltles. : . o

12. Reference is made agaln to the bmographlc report (Tab A) on Elena
"Garra. She is hardly ‘an- ordinary ‘or average person. Her strengths and
weaknesses become exaggerated precisely because she is not. It would

be easy and convenient to sweep this matter under the rug by claiming
that Miss Garro is an unreliable informant since she is emotional,
“oplnlonated and "artistic." T have been affected at times by that
temptation, myself. No American official, however, knows her better than
I do. On the basis of the facts that T have presented, I believe that,
on balance, the matter warrants further investigation.

’_13 Flnally, the record should show that a representative of a maJor- 

. Charles William Thomas
© - July. 25, 1969

. T
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DIRECTOR, FBI 7/15/69

. FEL INFORMATION CONTAINED &
520, YFQ (62-0-19290) BEREIN -':Zﬁ@%

oy 2
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Pt v a)

SAMUEL D, BERZON /@l%
MISCSLL/NGOUS - INFORMATION CONCEENING; 3
15 - ISR/EL ,_,,,/ DECLASEIF

2av¥0let to Bureasu ﬂateé 1/7/63, undex firsey
charzeter zbove, no cepy E¥, vhich enclosed a copy of a
letter doted 12/%/6%Z, from subject to INE end in which ke
indicated he had attendsd the U.5. Haval recadenry, cepy
of subject's letter is enclosed for the inferruticn of 1P,

For the ?dditioﬂﬁl information of the Buresu ~nd
:;, on 7/10/69,[VF S56%..% rencrteé thet S MUEL ¥, BFRYON (s
contscted the bHpbossy of x&tdEI Fror Hinnesote, |exaet (5.
ocation not _cbtained by inforw- t, at vhich time he
inquired eftgégs PHINA cGLLACR, a secretary ot the E-bassy,
a8 to the status of ¢ letter he had written to the Imbassy
s Few weeks ago, PCLLACK)ssked as to the neture of the
contents of the latter And subject said he did not cora
te discuss its contents over the telephone. However, ke
did stote he has quite a militery beckground in the U4,

23 'su.axw 2

[
o~ ,
& \-ﬂ 6: n“"" Oy o]

y, L8]
Cs)

hss not been shle te get clesrance to serveézﬁ the Tsroeld [:5i}

vefense Forces, |singe he right lose hizs citizenship, but
thought (the I r&aligjwight £ind sorething suitsble for him.
Hie mentioned that his letter slse contoins “many things of

Cs)

¢ politicel neture”, which he thought(the Eqrpeli%]skeuld.QESTJ

know cbout; that he had been(to tha ”vEQ%ijZE couple of (fjﬁ]

y2ers ago; that he could not golte Israel [then and that he
could not revesl the reason why, but that he told 211 chout
this in the lestter.

D

recording to infﬁrr&gtl}iﬁﬁﬁi%ﬂé;ﬁ not give smbjectC:€]

an affirmotive cnawer as to the status of his letter, or es
to vhat action would be teken in the matter.

3/~ Buvesn
L’Q (1 -[105-16820) (=B 55Y OF rensin)) (D
2 - “inne&galis Cmne. 1) (=)
2 - TF0 C,) LTS
(1 -(ies-524) (maprssy oF 152 ) X I nney

e d A
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LFG 62-0-19290
If information ftOm(EE 56R.5% Ay disserinated, C;S:l
it should be classified "Secret - Ho Foreign ﬁiﬁs@winatian
and should be sultably paraphrased, since it contains e
informetion furnished by[é;aensitivé source in the Israeli C
field. | In the event T prepares & corrunication which ray
subseau&ﬂtly be dizseminsted and which includes information
ram(ﬁ? 568.5%,) the cover cermunication sheould explicitly C:S:3
state that the LHF, ot report, contains inforrmation which
should be designated("ECOPE, | The Bureau will stamp the C <)
document orior to dissemination

Since there is po indicotion that subject is presently
in the #srred Services, it belng noted that in his letter te
itis, sbove, he furnished his ermployment as Vitro Leboratories,
Silver Zpring, Iid,, and the fact that his sxscot location is
unknown, ne recormendation is being made to further identify
SQBject. However, U should secreh its indices on subject
snd farnish the Bureou and HFO the results thersof, Tt is

further requested that 2 designste 2 copy of its reply to
the Bureau end VFO £iles on(the Evbassy of Isxael, (S
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