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Mr. Smothers. Mr. Secretary, we see there a series of

lettered subparagraphs setting out alternatives that the CIA

has offered up as potential areas to be pursued, and then

some handwritten notes opposite each paragraph apparently in-

dicating approval or

The Chairman.

Mr. Smothers.

sphere Division.

. Senator Tower.

nature is obscured.

Mr.

unknown.

..I: Mr.

though it

Smothers.

It appears

disapproval of the proposed faction.

Is this memorandum

It is for the Chief

But who signed off

a.CIA memorandum?

of the

on it?

The author of this working

to be — we have an acting

Dennin. The chief at that time was

Western Hemi-

That sig-

paper is

chief

8# and

is not established, people have said that they

believed that it was

at that date.

Mr. Smothers.

down to subparagraph

see the statement:

in

Mr. Esterline who was the acting chief

Looking at that memorandum and coming

C under paragraph 1 of the memorandum, we

"To what extent will the U.S. Government participate

the overthrow of Trujillo".

And then in subparagraph C:

"Would ;lt: provide a small number of sniper rifles

other devices for the removal of key Trujillo people from

the scene?"
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Mr. Schwarz. Now if I might put this document in 

chronological context for the Committee, the persons in Santo 

Domingo are at this point seeking permission to pass machine 

guns to the dissidents who they know are seeking those machine 

guns in order to assassinate Trujillo, and there is a block 

put on this shipment — rather, to the passage of them; they 

had already been shipped to the Dominican Republic — and a 

draft cable was prepared authorizing the passage and then it 

was said, no, we've got to go check with State to determine 

whether the machine guns should be passed.

And this memorandum reflects the checking with State, he 

apparently came to see Mr. Berle..

Further, as a matter of information, theaMr^BfiBsteatM who 

was referred to in here, did know that other assassination 

weapons had been passed to the dissidents.

Now given that background, I will read the memorandum 

into the record and I will have one question for the witness.

of CIA came in. A local group in the

Dominican government wishes to overthrow Trujillo; wishes arms 

for that purpose.

"On cross-examination it developed that the real plan was 

to assassinate.Trujillo and they wanted guns for that purpose. 

BSSSjSSjlwanted to know what the policy should be.

"I told him I could not care less for Trujillo and that 

this was the general sentiment. But we did not wish to have
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5

6

7
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9

28 
anything to do with any assassination plots, anywhere, anytime.

said he felt the same way."

Now, Mr. Secretary, in the way which your understanding was 

of the expected degree of candor between CIA and the State 

Department, would it be your expectation that if 

had known that other weapons had been passed to the same 

dissidents and they had stated that they intended to use those 

other weapons to assassinate Mr. Trujillo, that 

should have passed that information on to Mr. Berle?

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Mr. Rusk. Under those circumstances, I would think the 

answer is yes.

I mean, one thing I’m sure of, Mr. Schwarz, and that is 

Mr. Berle did not write this memorandum on May 3rd, 1961 in 

preparation for a Senate investigation in 1975.

Mr. Schwarz. You believe it to reflect accurately what 

transpired?

Mr. Rusk. I have no doubt. It was sent to Mr. Coerr, Mr.' 

Owen, Mr. Devine, in the Department of State, and I’ve known 

Mr. Berle for quite a long time and I would have predicted this

20 would have been his reaction.

21 Senator Mathias. Mr. Chairman, just at this point —

22 The Chairman. Senator Mathias

23 Senator Mathias. It would be interesting to get the

24

25

Secretary's reflection that

memorandum indicates and as

if that is the case, as Mr. Berle1s

the Secretary said, how do you in
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Juno 1961

ISKCilAKDUn FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT Record ana Related Policy Decisions on Passing 
Arcs to Do.nlnicun Dissidents

1. The following is taken from a .kas.orand’.vi datod 11 
1-hy I960, Subject: DebriefLag of Aabassador rarland:

"The Awbaosador hogan by saying tint according to 
"lie. Hunber Cue", the leader of the EoruLnican Dissident 
princes, (v-hon he did not idcntlPy}, the ilssidon'co need 
guns ana cuu.’iinitlon iron the United Stases. In particular they 
need a sr/.ill nur.ccr of' hign-nouored rjj.’lcs with telescopic 
sights. Tse .dktusoaaor said tint i'>j saw no yroblcsi in the 
purchase and delivery clansostinoly of the arns to the 
dissident:!. But ho said, of course, this raise.'; the question 
of whether the United States C-ovcrn.::c>nt wants to engage Ln 
this activity."

3o In a routing on 23 Juno I960 Assistance Secretary 
Rubotton told Col. J. C. Li r.y that the C-ovcrir-.-jirt of ti:e 
United States was yrenared to urovico she Do.-siniccn dissidents 
with 3 swell r.u-r.bor of sniper I'iflcs or other cevicos for the 
removal of key Trujillo people iron the scene.

propaganda directed a "a in st t-''i!-ir.iiio.';Lr.o IAUjI ;-.r;d for the 
financial support 0.1' selected crij.c ."roups. Additionally ■■chia 
approval included authorisation Lor UlA to r.a/ic z-.vr.liable 
to selecto-.i cnilo r.'rouo.-: cc.’.u..!::ii c?.1.; one cquipr.enI ■ r.'l support 
necessary lor t::su to ccvclop a capability of :nfilLruling 
personnel and equip.u-ent into tnc ws.-.iiuisun Republic.

WHKNOgyCTgro

AS SW'® ^>1 PUnmiY h'
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5. At j2 January 1961 r.eotir.y o'? this Special Group, 
Mr. Livingston Merchant stated that the De partsient of State 
felt timt a limited nueber of small arms end other materials 
should bo nr.cis available fox' the dissidents .inside the ;
Dominican Republic. . Tiionas Parrott of the CIA said that : 
lie believed that this could bo accomplished secux-oly by the 
CIA and that the plan would stipulate that the actual ' 
introduction of the suiter inis into the Joninican Reoublic 
would bo the responsibility of the Dominican dissidents 
thesis elves. The decision of the Special Group was co.'imnnicatcd 
to Consul Dearborn in Ciucr.-i Trujillo, and j_n a letter dated 
31 Jcnu'.'-ry 1961 to .'h. Fran's Do vino of the State Department, 
Consul Dearborn r.s?.de the followin'? remark: ,;lith regard to 
the delivery of the exotic equipment, my friends were 
of course deliphtcd .that such a decision has been mucic. I 
hope that it will not bo necessary to play down too lonp the 
question of actual delivery since they are enrym and expectant 
and a too vroat t/irciinoss on o'ai' part would only loud them to 
question our sincerity.11

7. On 28 March 1.161 it• arcouested 6)
permission to pass Lnrcc .■.-lira'circs, bad jj and supply oi

HW 50955 Docld:32202439 Page 6



I. . With, reference to the Habana ?rer.3e .Latina news I’elease

He has had no contact with. CIA staff personnel..

3. CUBElxA, the more important of the two men, has been 
in contact with this Agency during the period 1961-1965. The last



7s/ Ric’-'-’.-d

Richard Halms 
Deputy Director.

Signature Recommended:

’/s/ Thefts n. Ksrssgssinss '? “ -c~-~
a ............ ... .—

y Deouty Director for Plans

P,a>grte*7'•;' •-i\' > ■■>'’‘■’■>7.-.'.i



PARTICIPANTS: Mr.Kerbert,CIA
Mr.Berle

COPIES TO:

inican
that purpose.

government wishes
of CIA came in. A local group 'in the Dom- 

to overthrow Trujillo; wishes arras for

On cross-examination it developed that the real plan 
was toassassinate Trujillo and they wanted guns for that purpose. 
RT^^^^wanted to know what the policy should be.

I told him I could not care less for Trujillo and 
that this was the general sentiment. But we did not wish to have
anything to do with any assassination 

same way.
P Retain class'n □ Change (classify to,----- --------

E With concutra ... of---------------- : - 7“
7 and excise as shown

nd ta; (------- .-----  Sff7~oT

plots anywhere, any time.

10 1S3

A.A.B:mp

CIA HAS NO OBJECTION TO 
CEGLASA07GATOO AND/OR 
RELEASE C? THIS DOCUMENT 
AS SANITIZED *'
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