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EXECUTIVE SESSION

-

Friday, August‘i, 1975

United States Senate,
Select Committee to Study Governmental
Operations With Respect to
Iﬁéélii@enee Activities,
Washington, D. C.
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:15 c'cléck pPLm
in Room 608, The Carroll Arms, Senator Morgan presiding.
Presént: ' Senator Margan (presiding).. o=@ . = -,
oo Also. ptesent; Frederick Baron, Robert Xelley, and John

Bayly, Professional Staff-Members.

02448 Page 4
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TOP SECRET
§ 2
o ! PROCEEDINGS
“ g 2 Mr. Baron. Mr. Weatherby, bafore we start there are
g 3 g few: procedural matters that wa shauld'di%guss.
4 First, is it true that you ars testifying here under
5 alias today?
6 Mr. Weatherby. That is correct.
i Mr. Baron. And is it not alsc trua that wa'have made an
8 agreement that vou have signed to indicate”yéﬁx true identity
g and to indicate the fact that your true identity will be on
10 || file at thé CIA available to the Committee if it needs té
11 verify it for some reason or other?
( § 12 Mr. Weatherby. That is alsc correct.
i %wp é 1% | Mr. Baron. And is it your understanding that we also have
’ 14 an ggreement that we will refer to agent AMLASH by his cryptonym
15 rather than by his true name to preserve his true identity?
16‘ Mr, Weathe%by. Yes, that is understoocd.
17 Mr. Baron. Okay.
18 You understand that you. have the right to counsel hesre
é 19 today?
é 20- Mr. Weatherby. I do.-
&
g o1 Mr. Baron. And you are appearing voluntarily without
; 29 counsel?
o g o7 Mr. Weatherby, I am.
won B
- g 54 Mr. Barom. Are you aware of the fact that you can stop
) & at any pdint during this examination and request to c0néult



3
(=]
8
(” % 1 with counsel?
' P
g o Mr. Weatherby. Yes, I do.
£ .
§ 3 Mr. Baron. And are you also aware that you have all of "
4 your Constitutional rights intact before this Committee,
5 including your Fifth Amendment right to remain silent in the
5 face of a question that you might find incriminating for some
] reason?
8 Mr. Weatherby. I am. N
g Mr. Baron. Bafore we bagin with the specifics related to
10 Project AMLASH, I would just like to ask a faw general questions
11 about vour background in the Agency.
of
p E 12 Can you explain at what point you joined Project AMLASH?
‘ i“wﬁ-' . .
'f‘ 2
¢ 13
z
14
15
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2
] 19
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TESTIMONY OF MR. WEATHERBY

Mr. Weatherby. I, joined Project AMLASH upon returning

from an overseas assigument. It was a directed assignment into

the general operation of which AMLASH was a part.
Mr. Baron. 8o =-
Mr. Weatherby. It was essentially in June, 1962,

Mr. Baron. That genaral assignment was in relation to

Cuba?

Mr. Wsatherby. That is correct.

Mr. Baron. And for how long had you been working iﬁ the
Agency oﬂ Cuban affairs?

Mr. Weatherby. Never before.

Mr. Baron. .Since what time, in other words, when did vou
begin working on Cuban affairs?

Mr. Weatherby. In June, 1962.

Mr. Baron.“ I see.

So your previous overseas assignment was completely unre-
lated to Cuba?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. How long had you been in the Agency?

Mr. Weatherby. Since 1956.

Mr. Baron. Did you have any other assigmments that
related to Latin American affairs?

Mr., Weatherby. None whatsoever.

2202448 MBagdaron. Did you have any assignments in Vietnam?
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Mr. Weatherby. I have, vas.

Mr. Baron. And did you have any assignments in the Congo?

Mr. Weatherby. I did.

Mr. Baron. Let us go off the racord a second.

{(Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Baron. Let's go back on the record.

Could you tell us what time you ware assigned to Vietnam
and the Congo? | 7. =

Mr. Weatherby. Yes.

I was assigned to Vietnam from August, 1970 involved in
affairs through August, 1974. I was involved with Congo
affairs at the Headquarters level and affairs at the Headquar-
ters level and on several TDY's during the period of approxi-
mately May, 1965 to the fall of 1968.

Mr. Baron. Did you ever work on Dominican Republic
affairs? “

Mr. Weatherby. I have not. .

Mr. Baron. Drawing your. attention now*éo thea period of
time when yvou were working on Cuban affairs, in what office of
the CIA were you doing this work?

Mr. Weatherby. I was working for the Task Force West,
which was the original name of the unit.

Mr. Baron. Known as Task Force W?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes,

WW 50953 DocRE 3p202448 MPageBaron. Under whose diraection was that?
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(ﬁ* ® 1 Mr. Weatherby. Desmond FitzGerald and also William
" N
(=]
s 2 Harvey who preceeded Desmond FitzGerald.
<
g 3 Mr. Baron. When did FitzGerald take over from Harvey?
4 Mr., Weatherby. I believe it was in the late spring of
5 1963. I am not certain.
6 Mr. Baron. And can you describe the structure of Task
v Force W at the time that vou joineéd it under Harvey's direction?
8 Mr. Weatherby. I could tell you only about” the unit in
g which I belonged to.
10 Mr. Baron. What unit was that?
11 Mr. Weatherby. That was Third Country operations, which

g 12 concered obviously operations against Cubans in couptrias other
é 13 than Cuba or the United States.
’ 14 . Mr. BAron. Did that unit have a cryptonym?

15 Mr. Weatherby. It did not.

16 Mr. Baron.“ What was it known as in Agency jargon?

17 Mr, Weatherby. I do not remember. It was an operational

1g | Section, but the exact nomenclature I do not recall.

m
g 19 Mr Baron. And its purpose was to work in relation to
N
S : .
d 50| Cubans or Cuban affairs in countries other than the United
[
[+}
H 3
£ 21 States or CubaZz
z
u 59 Mr. Weatherby. That ig correct.
v
£ § 273 Mr. Baron. Do you know how many such sections there were
\‘n. W
@ PR >
5 24 within Task Force W:
«

W 50955 DocRd: 2202448 MPbags gatherby. I do not recall.
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o 7
-8
( § 1 Mr. Baron. And who was the head of the Third Country
8
§ 2 Operations section?
g 3 Mr. Weatherby. During my time it was the late Mr. Maurelius
4 Mr, Baron. And how do you spall that?
5 Mr. Weatherby. M-a-u-r-s=l-i=-u-s,
& Mr. Baron. What was his first name?
b Mr. Weatherby. Edward.
8 Mr. Baron. Did you work directly undég hiﬁ?
9 Mr. Weatherby. I did.
10 | Mr. Baron. So that in your operational capacity as.a

11 || case officer you would report directly to Mr. Maurelius?

12 Mr. Weatherby. That is correct, or Mr. FitzGerald, or

it

13 | Mr. Harvey upon request.

WARD B PAUL

14 Mr. Baron. Did the Chief of Task Force W; namely FitzGerald
15 or Harvey sit directly above Maurelius in the chain of command

16 within Task Forces W?

17 Mr. Weatherby. He had a Deputy, but thié particular unit
18 was the ~- was a senior =schelon operational entity.

19 Mr. Baron. What does that mean?

20 Mr. Weatherby. That means there was no other chain of

21 command between it and the Executive Head of the Task Force.

'22 Mr. Baron. So that Mr. Maurelius would have reported
2% directly to the Chief of Task Force W?

24 Mr. Weatherbv. Or his Dsaputy.

410 First Streey, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

WY 50955 Dockg: §2202448 MEgyeBaFon. Or his Deputy.
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Who was Deputy Chief of Task Force W undar William Harvey?

Mr. Weatherby. That was -- go off the record a minute.

Mr. Baron. Yes.

(Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Baron. Go ahsad.

Mr. Weatherby. Let me say during my period of time there,
which was some thirteen ys=ars ago, thers were a numbsr of
Deputies and they have slipped my recall. If i;ao recall it,
I will pass it to the record.

Mr. Baron. Have you had a chance to refresh vyour récol—
lectioncgenerally about your activities on Task Force W?

Mr. Weatherby. I have not. I was informed of this
intervisw yesterday afternoon, late=.

Mr. Baron. Did you have.a chance t0 read the IG Report
before you came here today?

Mr. Weathe¥by. I did read that this morning.

Mr. Baron. And what sactions of the IG Report did you
read?

Mr. Weatherby. I read only those portions that concernsd
my activitias with AMLASH.-

Mr. Baron. About how many pages would that have been?

Mr. Weatherby. I think ahout six to ten.

Mr. Baron. And did you discuss your coming'here today to

answer questions before the Committes with anyone who is not

Duné%:f

F

zoursanidege amployed at the CIA?




W

Phone [Area 202) 544-6000

WARD & PAUL

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 200063

502335

10

11

12

13

14

15

lé

17

18

19

20 -

21

22

23

24

Bnc%::

2o@fiamy tmystimony.

TOP SECRET

Mr. Weatherby. I have not.

Mr. Baron. And have you discussed it with anyone at the
CIA?

Mr. Weatherby. I hava.

Mr. Baron. Could yvou tell us who that was?

Mr. Weatherby. I discussed it with the General Counsel's
Office, and I discussed it generally with --

Mr. Baron. Off the record a minute. “

{(Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Baron. Let's go back on the record.

With the AMIASH Case Officer who fellowed vou on Task
Force W?

Mr. Weatherby. That's correct.

Mr. Baron. And can vou relate to us the major points that
vou discussed with the case officer who has testified before
us recently?

Mr, Weatherby. Yes, I can. I purposefully did not
discuss my portion of the opesration with him on advice of the
Office of General Counssl. I talked to him in genaral terms
about, frankly, vou fellows and vour personalities, what I
could expect, and we related at lunch today old times since we
have not seen each other for probably at lsast .six or seven
years. But I should like to reiterate we did not discuss each

other's part of the operation in order to preserve the integrity
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Mr. Baron. At any péint, did anyone at the CIA tell you
what to say here today?

Mr. Wgatharby. Absolutely not. In fact, if I might
add, they cautioned me, they told me they were not going to
say because that is against the rules. They made a very strong
point of that.

Mr. Baron. S5o we have then the unders;andinq of the
fact that you have been asked to testify on vef; short notice
and that your recollectiomrmight not be pinpoint precise as
far as names and dates go? ‘

Mr., Weatharby. Thanks, that is corract.

Mr, Baron; But we will try to do‘as much as we can to
refresh your recollection as we move through ths events we are
discussing.

Mr. Weatherby. Yes.

I should like to point out‘for the record that I have. not
worked in Latin American Affairs before nor :afterwards, and thag

it has been some thirteen years since I delved into this

material, so, therefore, please bear with me, if - my answers

are not as complete perhaps as you wish. I shall do my best.
Mr. Baron. Turning back to the subject of the structure

of Task Force W, you were unable to recall the name of the

Deputy to work under Harvey. Do you recall who took over as

the Deputy under FitzGerald?

2202448 MPauedd therby. No. It was the same man.
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Mr. Baron. Would that have been Samuel Halpern?

Mr. Weatherby. Samuel Halpern was an Executive Officer,
I do believe, who was essentially divorced from operations.

Mr, Bafon. Would it have bsen Bruce Chegver?

Mr. Weathsrby. That'is 'correct.

Mr. Baron. And Bruce Cheever.was the Deputy Chief of

Task Force W during the entire period that you served on Task

—_

Force W?

Mr. Weatherby. That is correct. I believe he had a
short tenurs as Chief until Mr. Hart took over, John Haré.

Mr. Baron. When did Jchn Hart take over as Chief of
Task Force W?

Mr. Weatherby. It was quite near the end of my time on
it,_so I would say approximately in early spring 1965.

Mr. Baron. For how much of this time did you work on
Projact AMLASHQ‘

Mr. Weatherby. I worked on that project shortly after I
came aboérd on the assignment, which would have besen June -
1962, through turning it over to the previously mentioned
AMLASH Case Officar in September, 1963.

Mr. Baron. This case officer is the man who testified
here under the alias of Garmire?

Mr. Weatherby. That is correct, sir.

Mr. Baron. What were your duties on Task Force W after

!2[}‘;&‘48 I%Ee Pﬁ:}j act AMLASH?
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12

Mr. Weatherby. I continued to handle Third Country
Operations, excluding this particular’operation, in a support
capacity.

Mr. Baron. With whom did you work on those oberations?

Mr. Weatherby. We worked, we were a focal point in a,
and a coordination pdint with, the various desks of the

countries involved. T cannot recall the people on the desks

at that time.

Mr. Baron. Were you responsible for operations, or was
this simply support activities?

Mr. Weatherby. It was, in the bureaucraéic structure
that we have I was responsible for providing guidance for
operations which were run by the individual country desks in
their countries.

Mr. Baron. Did you work out of CIA hsadquarters at
Langley?

Mr. Weatherby. That is correct.

Mr. Baron. Wére§Ou at any time stationed in Florida?

Mr. Weatherby. I w&s not.

Mr. Baron. Dﬁring the period of time that you worked on
Project AMLASH, ware there any other CIA officers who worked
closely with you?

Mr. Weatherby. Not at that time, with the exception of

Mr. Maurelius who provided guidance, and subordinate officers

WY 0955 Bucﬁgquﬂgggiqgag ipfonmation such as file checks and background and
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information of that nature that contributed for a better
knowlsdge of the operation.

Mr. Baron. Would you assume generally that Mr.
Mauraelius would be intimately familiar with any operation  that
you were running under Project AMLASH?:

Mr. Weatherby. I d¢ not think I would -~ I would ask vyou
to clarify the term "intimate.”

Mr. Baron. Would he be aware of the major=contacts you
were making and any significant support to those contacts?

Mr. Weatherby. I should say at the tims, yes, any major
aspect of it. It would be.difficult for him to fellow every
operation of every officer‘in complete detail.

Mr. Baron. But he would generally ba aware of any
significant development of your activities on Project AMLASH
and in your relationships with your contacts inside Cuba?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. Would he in turn have made the Chief of Task
Force‘w_aware of any such significant desvelopments?

Mr. Weatherby. Of significant davelopments, yes.

Mr. Baron. And was it a frequent practice for vyou to
report directly to the Chief of Task Force W aﬁd tq his
Deputj and bypass Mr. Maurelius?

Mr., Weatherby. As a matter of course, no. In answer to
general questions of a professional interest, how I was doing,

and how the operatiou was going, I could be called in on an

9202448 Page 16
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14
ad hoc basis to chat ahout one point or the other.

Mr. Baron. Do you rememher any occasions in relation to
Project AMLASHVWhen either Willian:Harvey: or :DesmondiFitzGerald
asked you for a report directly?

Mr. Weatherby. No, not -- I cannot ramesmber now.

Mr. Baron. Where is Mr. Maurelius now?

Mr. Weatherby. Mr. Maurelius is deceased. He died three

days ago.

Mr. Baron. And do you know where Mr. Cheever is now?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not. I think he may be somepléce
in the Southwest. Helis retired.

Mr. Baron. I would like to reviaew with you a few svents
that occurred before you icined Project AMLASH, but about which
you may have become knowladgeable after you jéined the Project.
Starting in Mar;:h of 1961, the IG report indicates that
gﬁﬁ§@@@> who was a CIA officer assignead to Mexico City, met
agént BMLASH in Mexico City to sound him out generally on his
views about the Cuban situation.

. Do you recall aﬁything that yvou learned about contacts
)
betweeand AMLASH in Mexico City?

Mr. Weatherby. No, I do not, other than what aépears in
the paper which you have just quoted from or referred to.

Mr. Baron. Were vou aware of the reasons why that contact
took place?

2202448 (Laveyll tharbv. At tha fima T wac.
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Mr. Baron. Do you recall now?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not, but I presumé it was to. discuss
defection or dissatisfaction'with the Cuban regime.

Mr. Baron. Do you rememher ever learning about the source

of the initiation for that meeting? Did it come, in other

-

words, from(gae or from AMLASH or from an intermediary:

Mr. Weatherby. To the besst of my recollection, from an

T

intermediary. ' -

Mr. Baron. Would that have been a man whose cryptonym
bacame AMWHIP? I am referring now to Carlos Tepedino.

Mr. Weatherby. Yes.

Mr. Baron. Do you know whether the CIA had contact with
Carlos Tepedino prior to tﬁa time they came into contact with

- AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. I don't -~ I do not think it was on a
professional baéis¢ He may have known people in Havana Station
on a social basis.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall being briefed about the state
of contacts with agent AMLASH at the time that you took over as
operational officer?

Mr. Weatherby. Would vou reneat the questioa, please?

Mr. BAron. Do vou recall being brisfad?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes,

Mr. Barmn. At the time you took over?

2232443Iﬁﬁﬁewﬁ$therby' I read a file rather than being briefed,

fhoss  DockdD3
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as I recall.

Mr. Baron. Do you have any recollection of meeting with

3)to be briefed at the time you joined Project

AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. I cannot recall.

Mr. Baron. 'What was the nature of the file that you rsad
at that time?

Mr. Weatherby. Well, it was either a-;ilé:started on
AMLASH or a file on an intermediary that began the contact, or
the attempted contact, with LASH.

Mr. Baron. Would that intermediarv have been Tepedino?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not think so. I'm sgsorry. I do nat
recall accurately at this point;

Mr. Baron. Would you assume the name of that intermediary
would appéar in the AMLASH file today?

Mr. Weatherby. Certainly.

Mr. Baron. At the pcint when yvou reviewed the file to
brief yourself on Project AMLASH, do you recall reading a
€S information report thatlreferred to AMLASH's expression of
disqust with Castro to the point where AMLASH indicated that
he would be willing to kill Castro?

_ Mr. Weatherby. I remember reading that in the IG Report.

I should -- as I have stated sarlier, I have not read the

official 201 file on the whole case before appearing before you,

205hEs Buke 15 recall that from the IG Report.
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Mr. Baron. Do you-haVe any independent recollection: of
learning from any source about AMLASH's emotional state at the
time that you took over the project?

Mr. Weatherby. No, I never knew tﬁe man until I actually
met him, in sufficient dstail for me to form an opinion, and
having never worked with Lating before and mostly with

Germanic types; I przfered to form my own conclusions.

Mr. Barcon. Do veu recall, however, being made aware by
any source beforé you came in contact with AMLASH that he had
a propensity to assassinats Castro or any leanings in that
direction.

Mr. Wesatherby. I racall only that he perhaps had said or
made statemsnts that he was totally dissatisfied with Castro
and I do not recall from my own memory if he used the word
assassinate as you did.

Mr. Baron. Whether or not he used the word assassinate,
at the time yoﬁ ook over the contact with AMLASH, would vou
have assuﬁed that this was someone who was at least capable
of doing that sort of thing?

Mr. Weatherby. I think if I can recall corractly that
my impression of the man was that he was quite mercurial and
I did not understand him well enough to know whethar that was
whiskey talk or an expression or a Latin exaggeration. I

remember saying that I had got to see the man and talk to him

#287448r Fage ffkmed an opinion.
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Mr. Baron. ThHE whiskey talk you are referring to is talk

that vou picked up from the file?

Mr. Weatherby. No, it would be that someone had said that

he heard him say that I am mad at Castro and I would like to
eliminate him. To me that is hearsay, and I put no stock in
that whatsosaver.

Mr. Barcon. And do you recall your initial contact with

agent AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. I do.

Mr. Baron. Where was that?

Mr., Weatherby. It took place in Halsinki.

Mr. BAron. Before we pick up'On that contact, I would
like to ask a couple of other questions about events prior
to that time.

Do you»hava any recollection of the @eVelopment of
prcjectrMHAPRON;

Mr. #eatherby;ﬁ,I do.

Mr. Baron. What was that program about?

Mr. Weatharby. That program was an effort to penstrate

the Cuban military to encourage either defections or an attempt

to produce information from dissidents, or perhaps esven to
forming a group which would be capable of replacing the then
present government in Cuba.

Mr. Baron. Was that operatian already mountad at the

Ducl’%:ﬁiﬂ?iﬁ![ﬂ?iﬂe when 2you joinad project AMLASH?
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Mr. Weatherby. I think the program was in effect, or it
was concurrently startad. I do not rascall honestly.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall whethar your assignment ' to work

with AMLASH was for the purpose of maintaining his participation

in the project MHAPRON, or did it have some independent purpose?

Mr. Weatherby. Thez original purpose, to the best of
my recollection, was t0 oversee his defection, and to monitor
him through northern Europe, with'whicﬁ I w%s fzmiliar, and to
help in a planned dafection speech, st cetera, in some Western
European country.

Mr. Kelley. The word "defection", can that have more than
one meaning? The meaning, the obvious meaning, is that the
person leaves his country and comes to another one. Is there
another meaning that he becomes disaffected from the government
or the country in which he resides but stéys there?

Mr. Waathe%by. That is corrsasct.

There is two, there are two defections, which means he
defects from their ranks and bescomes overtly an émigre from
his country, and the other term would be to defect in place
which is in effect means he becomas a recruited agent.

Mr, Kelley. And in your later testimony, would you keep
those two meanings in mind and tell us if you use the word

"defact," which one we are talkingabout?

Mr. Wesatherby. Yes, sir.

202448 MageK2lley., At the time that we are speaking dout now,
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the original purpose of the AMLASH operation, you used the
word defect. Wha£ was, the meaning at this time?

Mr. Weatherby. The original, the original intent when he
was sent to Helsinki was to aid in the defection, meaning for
the man to leave Cuba and Fidel Castro's ranks and come to the
Wast in the classic sense.

Mr. Baron. One mare question on projsct MHAPRON.

Do you recall whether one of the goals of_ihat project

would have been to support an attempt by high Cuban military

the leadership?

Mr. Weatherby. I wculd‘say no. The-killinq of the
leadership was never a prerequisite for replacement of the
govgrnment.‘ |

Mr. Baron. Whether or not it was a prerequisite, would
it have been oﬂé acceptable means of initiating a coup?

Mr. Weatherby. I would say not.

Mr. Baron. Why not?

Mr. Weatherby. Because that was not, as far as I know in
any paper I had ever read, or any directive I had ever seen.

Mr. Baron. What kinds of directives did you have as to
the means that should be used by contacts established through
MHAPRON for the overthrow of Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not recall if thers was a -- that a

poqEEper Fage dscription of the project ever spelt that out. In

officers to initiate a coup against the Castro regime by killing
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other words, the means to be used. I think before that is
going to be even addressed, you have got to lotk at the people
and.assets you have, and determine what course of action might
be taken.

Mr. Baron. So that you would tailor a course of action
against Castro to the spescific characteristics and capabilities

of the contacts with whom yvou were dealing, is that correct?

Mr. Weatherby. One could do that. “‘

Mr - Baron. Would that have been a normal operating
procedure for you at that time? |

Mr. Weatherby. I would think that, that that follows
from my previous statemant that any activity would have to bs
loocked at in the context of the people who might be available
"and willing to do it.

Mr. BAron. So that you are saying certainly a major
factor in deter;ining what kind of operation to arrangs with
a Cuban contact would be the character and capability of that
contact?

Mr. Weatherby. I would think that that is an accurate

statement.

Mr. Baron. Did you carry on projects MHAPRON at the
point when you joined Task Force W, did you have operational
responsibility for that project?

Mr. Weatherby. I did not. That was an overall project,

13901853:

2u§9y§'réﬁa@¥ capacity, did not run that program. -
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Mr. Baron. Was Project AMLASH considered a sub-unit of
MHAPRON, a subproject?,

Mr. Weatherby. It fell into that broad category, but to
the besﬁ of my knowledge it was not an integral part of that
program which in itself was really a mechanism for looking at
the problem, and AﬁLASH was & separate entity at the concept -

pardon me, at the inception, of course, it was a defection

operation.

Mr. Baron. In relation to just one man?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes.

Mr._Baron.. And Project AMLASH throﬁghout related
essentially to the use of just one-high—ranking Cuban military
officer, is that correct?

Mr. Weatherby. That's correct, as the principal person
involved.

Mr. BArOn;. In your attempts to aid the defection of
AMLASH, d%d you ever come in contact with a man named Juan
Orta?

Mr., Weatherby. I did not.

Mr. BAron. Do vou have any racollection of Juan Orta
from any coﬂnection?

Mr. Weatherby. The name is familiar, but I cannot recall
the details. I do know, howevar, I did not meet him.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall working with a CIA officer

H¥ 50955 DocIdfib3

booBaedpJames O'Connell in relation to Cuban affairs at any
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g 2 Mr. Weatherby. I, do not recall that name,.
g 3 Mr. Baron. Do you know Jim O'Connell?
4 Mr. Weatherby. I do not.
5 Mr. Baron. Would it refresh your recollection if I tell
8 you that he was in the Office of Security working as a case
7 officer with some special responsibility in late 1960 and into
8 1961 for an operation dirscted against Fidel Castro?
9 Mr. Weatherby. That was before my time, and it would not
10 refresh my memory.
11 Myr. Baron. Did you have any contact with Robert Maheu in
4 .
2
< 12 || relation to any Cuban affair or operation?
&
E 13 Mr. Weatherby. None whatsoever, sir.
z .
14 Mr. Baron. Have yvou had any direct working relationship
15 with Robert Maheu?
16 Mr. Weatherby. I have not, sir.
17 Mr. Baron. Did you ' aver have any direct contact or
18 || working relationship with John Roselli in relation with Cuban
3 .
§ 19 affairs?
g
° 20 Mr. Weatherby. WNo, sir.
o
F 01 Mr. Baron. Do you know John Roselli?
z
: 29 Mr., Weatherby. I do not.
z 03 Mr. BAron. Do you know Santos Trafficante?
E 24 My. Weatherby. WNo, sir.
=
W# 50955 DockdSap2o244s BayeBfgFon. Do you recall Mr. Trafficante's role in Cuba
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in the early '60's?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you have any recollection of Mr. Trafficante
business?
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir, I don't, because until I

returned from Europe, Cuban was a non sequitur to me.

Mr. Baron. Let me represent to you that Santos Trafficantg

to the best of our knowledge, had gambling contacts inside

Cuba, and, in fact, ran some casinos in Havana. Does that

refresh your recollection at all as to any relation he méy
have had to any operation of the CIA against Fidel Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. No. I think now that vou mention i, I

have seaen something in the papers perhaps.

Mr. Baron. Recently?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir. But I had absolutely no

knowledge of that at the time.

Mr. Baron. Did you have any knowledgs at the time, at

any point in the early 1960's of any comnection between Sam
Giancana and the CIA?

Mr. Weatherby. None whaﬁsaewar, sir.

Mr. BAron. Did you ever have contact with a Cuban named

Tony Varona?

Mr. Weatherby. I did not, sir. I d4id not, sir.

Mr, Baron. Do you know of Tony Varona?

Dochi: 3

I know of the name, yes.

P202448 MyayeWoftherby.
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- @ 1 Mr. Baromn. Do you have any recollection of who he was,
= /
[=]
(2]
g 2 or any contact between him and the CIA?
E 3 Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
4 Mr. Barcon. When you joined Task Force W, what was the
5 nature of your rszlationship to William Harvey?
6 Mr. Weatherby. At the tima I was an employee of his.
7 Mr. BAron. Did William Harvey give vou orders directly
8 in relation to any operation? -
9 Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
10 Mr. BAron. Any orders from Harvey would have come through
11 Mr. Maurelius to you, is that correct?
( 3 .
. < 12 Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.
&
g 13 Mr. Baron. Do you have any recollection of an opsration
3

14 to assassinate Fidel C&strc that was run by William Harvey?
15 Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

16 Mr. Baron;’ Do you recall ever hsaring about a plot to
17 assassinage Castro by placing poison in his food?

18 Mr, Weatherby. No, sir.

19 Mr. Baron. This was never mentioned :to you by anyone in
ag-|| Task Force W? |

o1 Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely not. I would like to point
a0 || out at that time I was GS-11 and GS-1l's are not told a great
23 deal.

24 Mr. Baron. For the racord, what is a GS5-11?

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

HW 50955 nnclgsabumw Muge Weatherby. That is a --
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stvle of leadership and operations at that time?

took care of his troops.

word. But he was =- colorful might be a better choice of words)

strong~willed and indapendent minded?

Cheever in relation to any operation targetted against the

life of Fidel Castro?

2024328 Fage 29
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Mr. Baron. Civil Service rank?
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. How would you have characterized Mr. Harvey's
Mr. Weatherby. Mr. Harvey was flamboyvant, a hard charger,

Mr. Baron. In what way was he flamboyant?
Mr. Weatherby. Well, I think he had aﬁgooﬂ lifestyle:

was a large man, and perhaps flamboyvant is not the correct
Mr. Baron. Was he & man that you would dascribe as

Mr. Weatherby. I think we can safelv say that, sir.

Mr. Baron. Would vou say that if William Harvey determineA
his own mind that a course of action was the corresct one,
the most eff;ctive operationally, that hes would do ev&rythin&
his power to carry it out?

Mr. Weatherby. I couldn't answer that, sir. It would
pure conjecture on my part.

Mr. BAron. Did vou ever have any contact with Brucse

Mr. Weatherby. None whatsosver, sir.
Mr. Baron. Did you ever discuss assassination techniques

distinct from means of initiating a coup with Desmond
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FitzGerald?

Mr. Weatherby. I, did not, sir.

Mr. Baron. Did Desmond FitzGerald ever raise with you
the idea of placing an exploding sea shell in an area where
Fidel Castrc might be skin-~diving?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

Mr. Barcn. Did hes ever raise with you, or did anvona
ever raise with you, the idea of sending a éiviﬁq suit to
Fidel Castro as a present which would be cbntaminate& with
bacteria? -

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely not, sir.

This was the first time I have ever :heard of it.

Mr. Baron. Did anyone in Task Force W cf in the Tgchnical
Services Division ever discuss with you the development of
any poisons that could be used for assassinations?

Mr. Weathe;by. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. - Turning now to your first contact with AMLASH,
during that period of time would yvou place that contact?

Mr. Weétherby. ‘The first coﬁtact, sir, that should have
been roughly, roughly about the thirty day period from maybe
the 26th of Juiy, 1962 through maybe 18 August 1962,

Mr. Baron. Do you remember how you first learned that
AMLASH was going to Helsinki?

Mr. Weatherby. That was brought to our attention by an

assat, I bealieve, in Miami, and ultimately through AMWHIP in
202448 Page 30
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New York.

Mr. Baron. And wpat was the purpose of your trip to
Helsinki?

Mr. Weatherby. The purpose of my trip to Helsinki'was to
ascertain if AMLASH was prepared to defect, and if so, to
assist him in doing so and to gain as much mileage for us from
informétion of a defector from a high-level Cuban official as

possible. =

Mr. Baron. This would be a highly publicized defection
from the country perhaps having AMLASH come to the United
States?

Mr. Weatherby. That had not been detemined, but a
defection announcement in a major city is always useful.

Mr. Baron. Were you aware of any contact bastwsen Carlos
Tepédino, wﬁo operated then under the cryptonym of AMWHIP in
the FBI?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. What was the nature of thét"éoﬁtact?

Mr., Weatherby.” I believe, and again my recollecfion is
hazy, but he had been reporting, I believe, to an FBI asset
who turned the information to us through the normal course of
events.

Mr. Baron. Was he revorting to an FBI emploveea?

Mr. Weatherby. I'm not sure of the background of that

contact at this point.
1202448 Page 31
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'Mr. Baron. Does it refresh your recollection if I

represent to you that the IG Raport indicates that Tepedino

was disgruntled with the CIA ovaer their lack of vigor in

providing support to MAMLASH in his attempt to defect?

Mr. Weatherby. I recall that “from the report, sir.

Mr. Baron. But you do not have any independent recollectior

for Tepedino's contact with the FBI?

Mr., Weatherby. No, sir. I do not, si;. I have no
independent recollection.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall receiving reports réqulariy
from the FBI on information regarding AMLASH that was coming
to yu. through Tepedino or to tham through Tepedino?

Mr. Weatherby. I beliave thars may have bsen some
initially, but I don't recall, as a matter of fact, today.

Mr. Baron. .Did 'you have facz to face meetings with the
FBI at any poiﬁﬁ on this préject?

Mr. Weatherby. f don't recall, sir. I think not.

Mr. Baron. Would the FBI have been aware generally of
the purpose of Project AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir, not to my knowledge.

Mr. Baron. Did you meet with Tepedino in New York City
in mid-July, approximately July 13, 14 1962 to discuss your
trip to Helsinki?

Mr. Weaﬁherby. I made initial contact with him eithe;

20980E 9E,July for that purvose, sir, in New York.
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Mr. Baron. And what was Tepedino’s occcupation at that
time? .

Mr. Weatherby. He had a, he was in a partnership with
a brewery manufacturing firm.

Mr. Baron. And did he receive money from the CIA at any
point during your contact with him?

Mr. Weatherby. As a salary, sir?

Mr. Baron. Ahy money in any form for ;ny"gurpose.

Mr. Weatherby. He received money, he received money for
ticke%s when he did any missions, if you willy; for us, bﬁt
there was never any compensation in terms of any monthly
salary Qf a bonus.

Mr. Kelley. You paid his expenses, in other words?

Mr. Weatherby. He would often not take that. He -would
take a ticket. He was a very well-to~do man, and he was
patriotically m;tivatéd to fresing Cuba. That was his
contribution.

Mr. Baron. Did Tepedino esver offer to perform an
operation directly in Cuba?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir, not £o my knowledge.

Mr. BAron.  He simply servad as an intermediary to AMLASH?

Mr, Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do-you recall the circumstances of your first

face-to~face meeting with AMLASH?

B 50955 DOC%QFQ‘JE&&B }\i%ge{%therby. You are qoinq back a lOng way. sir. T
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C;ﬁ % 1 believe I contacted him in WNew York and invited him +o lunch.
§ 2 Mr. Baron. I am referring now to AMLASH and not to
<
§ 3 Tepedino.
4 : Mr, Weatherby. I'm sorry. Would you please rephrase
5 the quéstion again for me?
6 Mr. Baron. Yes,.
v Do you recall the circumstances of your first face-to-
é face maeting with AMLASH? | S o=
9 Mr. Weatherﬁy. You mean how it was arranged?
10 Mr., Baron. No, the circumstances of the meating itéelf;
11 where it took place.
C;W g 12 Mr. Weathérby. Yes, sir.
é 13 Mr. Baron. And what transpired and the épproximate
z
14 da?e?
15 Mr. Weatherby. It took place in Helsinki in a hotel in
ié the latter parE‘of July or during the Helsinki‘Youth Fastival
17 of 1962.
18 Mr. Baron. Do you recall what transpirsd at that meeting?
g 19 Mr. Weatherby. Not any longer, sir.
é 50 Mr. Baron. Do you have any independant recollsction of
% 01 any subject that was discussed at that meeting?
; 0o Mr. Weatherby. Well, at that meeting it would naturally
G- g 03 have besen discussed, his desires for defections; his plans,
B § o4 what he wanted to seas us about.
- 509;5 DocIgg3d202448 Eg.g§ ron. Do you recall whether he came away from that




bt L]

TOP SECRET

§ 32
(. % 1 meeting as intent on defection as he was when he went into the
S
E 2 meeting? .
E ’ S Mr. Weatherby. I can't recall that meeting specifically,
4 I could give you a general feeling of tha period of time in
5 Halsinki.
6 Mr. Baron. All right; Please do.
7 Mr. Kelley. Could I just ask a question first?
é Mr. Weatherby. Yas. | So=
g Mr. Kelley. Did you have other cases that yvou were
10 working on at this time? |
11 Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.
4
(%w 3 12 Mr. Kelley. How many others, more or lass?
" ,
g 13 Mr. Weatherby. Maybe thirty.
3
14 A Mr._Kelley; And these all involved individuals, people

15 you would meet like you met AMLASH?

16 Mr., Weathe;by. In some casss, ves. . In others, I was

17 a supporting officer, meaning I maintained a file, maintainad
18 the traffic, offered advice, wrote cables, talkéd to different .
19 || officers about handling the different individuals.

20" Mr. Kelley. So this was.onevof some thirty different

51 | cases that you would be involved in?

22 Mr. Weathsrby. Yes, sir. At the time, I had a number of
23 || countries under my responsibility, and in each country were a

24 | number of cases which had many thrsads not unsimilar to this.

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003
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¢ i
.. § 1 Mr. Kelley. Where would yvou rank the AMLASH case in terms
é 2 of time you spent on it among this thirty?
E S Mr. Weatherby. I would think it was certainly one of the
4 most promising and one in which I put the most time, but it
5 was the kind of a case which was on again, off again. When
6 the man was out and we could talk to him, it was a full-time
7 job. And then it would just almost go into abeyvance for months
8 at a time. o=
9 Mr. Baron. Despite the amount of time that you put in
10 on the project, would it have been on the top of vyour prgority
11 list at that tima?
_ d
{%“ g 12 Mr. Weatherby. If a development took place which regquired
g 13 my attention, it would be, if that answers your question, sir.

14 - Mr. Kelley. Whers would you rank the AMLASH case among
15 these thirty in terms of vour own personal interest?

16 Mr. Waath;rby. I think it was probably the best case, if
17 it could ever jell;

18 Mr. Baron. Did your superiors in Task Force W feel the
19 same way about it?

20 Mr. Weatherby. I think they thought it was a good case,
21 but it was in the all-over spectrum one of a number. I cannot
22 recall how they would rank it in terms of —;

23 Mr. Baron. But was it clearly a case though that

24 Maurelius and Harvey would take a personal interest in, and

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003
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Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. Was it also a case that was important enough
to be subiect to inquiries from the DDP?

Mr. Weatherby. I would think so.

Mr. Baron. But you don't have any direct recollection of
inquiries by the DDP, or do you?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not have any direct -- I am sure
there was interest shown because of the pot;ntigl it showed.
After all, the man was probably number fourvin the government
at that time. |

Mr. Kelley. That's the way vou conceived of him, you
rzalized that he was number four? |

Mr. Weatherby. Yes,

Mr. Kslley. You treated him, in other words, you were
conscious of the fact that yvou were dealing with the number
four man? |

Mr. Weatherby. I thought he was. I think most people
did. |

Mr. Kelley. This meant that after Fidel, Raul and Che,
then came AMLASH.

Mr. Weatehrby. I believe so, in terms of personalities
that you would focus upon. You have the = Prime Minister, you
have the Foreign Minister, you have a number of others in there

but they weren't of prime concern to us.

bog2sa8 MiayeBdFon. Do you recall any specific instances where you
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discussed the AMLASH project with Richard Heims?

Mr. Weatherby. No, I did not.

Mr. Baron. Or with anyone else in the DDP above the
Chief of Task Force W?

Mr. Weatherbf. I may have gone =-- agaiﬁ, I don't recall

myself, but I certainly may have gone along with Dasmond

Fitzgerald -- wall, but I don't recall specifically now.
Mr. Baron. Do you recall being asked gy ﬁ?. Maurslius

or the Chief of Task Force W to prepare a report, reports

that were spacifically to go up to the DDP? |
Mr. Wesatharby. I don't hOnéstly recall.

Mr. Kelley. We are on the vergsz of talking about what

is with a person that you conceived of as the fourth most
important or prominent personality in the Cuban regime?

Mr. Weathe?by. To us.

Mr. Kelley.. A1l rightf

Mr. Weatherby. As an operational térqet, perhaps.

Mr. Xelley. To the CIA?

Mr. Weatherby. Or operational interast.

Mr. Kelleay. But at any rate, a very important person
aven in Cuba, in Castro's =-- a prominesnt member of Castro's
entouraga?

Mr. Weatherby. I can't speak for Castro. He was an

podaaper tane person at the time of the revolution and the overthroy

35

transpired at the first meeting. As you teold us, this meeting
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of Batista, but he certainly didn't figure prominently in
Castro's cabinet. Obviously, he didn't hold much of a position,
but he was kind of an old boy who had gone a little astray and
a dissident, unhappy, but a member of the contributing guerrills
movemnent which sventually overthrew Batista and, therefore, was
always welcomed in most of their circles.

Mr, Kelléy. My question 1is, then, when vou would meet him
in Helsinki or wherever, did you take any é;acdﬁtions to insure
that vour meeting was not obsarved by membars of Castro's
intelligence force who might be following this man?

Mr. Weatherby. We would have countersurveillance.

Mr. Kelley. And did that ever indicate that you were
followed or being obssrved?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

Mr, Kélley. Did yoﬁ meet in out of the way places, or --

Mr.~Weathe£by, Hotel rooms, sometimes in a car.

Mr. Kelley. These would be safe house-type hotel rooms,
or would he come to your room?

Mr. Weatherby. .Probably go to'Tepadino's. I don't recall
the exact details of that. It would not be in the parlance of
a safe house.

Mr., Kelley. Uh-huh. Okay.

Mr. Baron. Youwrsa going to describe the qanerai .

impression yvou had of the series of meetings that took place
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1962 in Helsinki?

Mr. Weatherby. Ygs.

The purpose, the initial purpose of my- going over, as has
bean pointed out, was to arrange for the defection of a
prominent Cuban revolutionary with maximum publicity for the
Wast.

In talking to him =-- and again, we are stretch;ng back
over thirteen years from memory -- he was still=very much
interested in that. He was fed up with the sale of the
ravolution by Castro to the Russians{ and it didn't repfesent
what he thought he had been fighting for with the old DR at
the time they overthrew Batista.

He had a thread throughout his thinking though that he
would, he would rathef, if there was a reason, he would rather
stay and change events in Cuba, if he possibly, if this
possibly.could.be done. In other words, to put the revolution
back in its proportions as he had contributed to it and he
imagined it should have been. DBut he didn't have a rsal plan
and he didn't, he wasn't surs how to accomplish this. The
purpcse becams then to keep him in place rathesr than defect
him, because an agent in place is always worth a qreat deal
more fhan one who defects.

As you probably have heard, you get a debriefing of what
he knows, you get a little Press play, and that's the end of

it with the man normally except the contacts he might have and

202448 Page 40
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S0 forth, but an agent in place is worth a great deal more.

This then became my assignment, was to convince him ¢o
stay in place and to report to us.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall what kind of proposals he may
have made or prospects he may have raised ahout operations
fhat would have been significant enough to merit his stavying
inside Cuba instead of defescting?

Mr.. Weatherby. Well, he wanted to oveithrﬁw Castro, he
wanted to changs ths regime, or at the very least bring Castro
around to his concept of the revolution.

Mr. Baron. Did he ever mention that as a realistic
possibility, bringing Castro around to his concept?

Mr. Weatherby. WNot really. He discussed it, but I don't
think’ he really belisved it.

Mr. Baron. And how likely did he fe&l at the time the
prospecﬁ was cf—leading a widespread coup against Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. You kﬁow, I don't think he even thought
that far. He was -- it was interesting. He was mercurial
at times, thoughtful, and methodical in turn. He had a great
many things evolving in his mind, none of which were practical,
none of which he could tie down. One of the interesting parts
of meeting him was to attempt to sort out what the man really
wanted and what he wanted to do, what he could do, and possibly
what his friands could do. And this was the thrust of the

balance of the tima that I was with him.
P202448 Page 41
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E

Mr. Baron. Do you recall his expressing such a vehement
intention to overthrow, Castro that it involved a willingness
to kill Castro if the opportunity arose?

Mr. Weatherby. He mentioned, or he talked about this in
genaralities, but my impression was that it was a manifestation
of-intensity of feeling rather than really ever doing anvthing
to that degrea.

Mr. Baron. But he did in one way or other=discuss his

willingnass to do something like assassinate Castro?

f2Z2448 FPage 42
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Mr. Weatherby. He never used that term. He didn‘'t. like
it.

Mr. Baron. The te;m "assassinate"?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes.

Mr. Baron. What terms would he use?

Mr. Weatherby. "Eliminate.®

Mr. Baron. Or other euphemisms that c¢learly had the

same import?

Mr. Weatherby. I like to think he meant to get rid of
in one way or another, either exile or in a coup in which
obviously blood will be shed on both sides.

Mr. Baron. Was 1t not clear that whether or not he at
that time had a specific plan or a specific intention to
proceed to eliminate Castro by taking his l;fe, he was interestgd
in the prospect of having support for such an operation if
it could be mounted?

Mr. Weatherby. He was interested in,<as he put it, and
again we .are talking over 13 vears, in getting rid of the man's
regime, and he éidn't limit himself to any particular method,
nor did he dwell on assassination as such.

Mr. Baron. .But was assassination, though perhaps mentioned
by other names, one means that was acceptable to him of
getting rid of Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. I never tock him seriously. I think in

a fire-fight, in other words, if you are storming the palace
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Ci h§2 1 and the man loses his life, so be it. I mean, I might lose
é 2 mine was his attitude. .
% 3 Mr. Baron. Whether or not you took him seriously, was
: 4 hé meaning the prospect of assassinating Castro --
> Mr. Weatherby. I think --
6 Mr. Baron. Or the desirability to assassinate Castro?
7 Mr. Weatherby. To eliminate him in theory, I think, or
8 he might have discussed it. I don't reéall ;odé§ precisely
9 the exact terms or the exact seriousness of the man to do an
101 act like that.
11 Mr. Baron. But the way that you recall that series.of
wa 2 12 meetings, is it likely that he did express the desirability
«
E 13 W of eliminating Castro by assassination?
&
: 14 Mr. Weatherby. I think as a possibility, not as a
15 desirability.
16 Mr. Bayly .“ Perhaps you have been asked this, but I
17 | would 1like to ask you myself if you have not been to offer what
18 i you understand to be the meaning of the term "assassinate," or
o 19 | "assassination"? ’
8
g 20 Mr. Weatherky. I'm sorry. Would you =--
g 21 Mr. Bayly. . What is the meaning, what is your interpretation
§ 22 || of it, or what do you understand the term "assassinate” to
ul
(ﬂm g 23 || mean? |
| g 24 Mr. Weatherby. Well, I take that to mean deliberate taking
HH:W%S& nogéusﬂﬁm@nﬁ’sa&iﬁa with the intent --
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Mr. Bayly.. Well, is it --

Mr. Baron. Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)

Senator Morgan. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony
you have given this afterncon to this Committee and the
testimony that you will give is the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. Weatherby. I do, sir.

Senator Morgan. I will sit in for a little while, if
you'don't mind.

Mr. Baron. OQff the record.

{(Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Bayly . I had oﬁe gquestion pending, Senator.

‘Mr. Baron. Mr. Weatherby, isn't it true that we have
been talking for awhile ﬁow using your .alias, Weatherby, and
that we have an égreement that we mentioned before that four
true identity will be on file at the CIA?

Mr. Weatherby. That's correct, sir.

Mr. Baron. And I would like to introduce as Weatherby

- Exhibit 1 a statement regarding testimony in alias and ask you

if this is an accurate statement of your true identity?
{The document referred to was
marked Weatherby Exhibit No. 1

for identification.}
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Mr. Weatherby. It is, sir.

Mr. Baron. And you have signed that statement and I have
signed it as a witness, is that correct?

Mr. Weatherby. That is correct, sir.

Mr. Baron. And it is your understanding that we will
attach thié statement as an exhibit to your transcript in
sanitized form, leaving out your true identity?

Mr. Weatherby. That is my understandin;, Sir.

Mr. Baron. Is it also true that all of the answers to
questions that you have given up until this ‘point in our
examination are'true toAthe best of your knowledge, and
you are willing to swear to the truth under cath now?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely, sir.

.Mr. Baron. Thank you.

Why don't you proceed with your question?

Mr. Bayly . You have already dealt with the matter of
counsel? .

Mr. Baron. We have. T

You understand now that you are under oath and yvou still

* have the right to counsel and can stop at any peint to request
counsel if you desire?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir,

Mr. Baron. And you are voluntarily appearing here today

without counsel?

32202448Mrpagéeagherby. That is correct, sir.
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Mr. Baron. And you understand that your Fifth Amendment
rights are intact before this Committee?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Bayly. . My question, sir, if you recall is what you
understood assassination to mean, the term?

Mr. Weatherby. I said the deliherate taking of another
man's life.

[

Mr. Bayly. . Well, then, how would you distfﬁguish it from

nurder?
Mr. Weatherby. Usually it has a polifical connotation.
Mr. Bayly.. In other words, it is a singling out of
a political leader for a political purpose?
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, with the intent of eliminating that
particular person.
Mr. Bavly.. So as to alter or effect a political change?
Mr. Weatherby. Possibly. Maybe vengeance. It could
be a number of reasons.
Mr. Bayly.. " But it is the purpose in the act, is that
not correct, I mean shooting Mr. Castro? To steal his wallet
" or avenge yourself on him because of some suspected adultery
is not really the same thing, is it?
Mr. Weatherby. HNeo. I think you are describing murder
perhaps more closely there. I am not a lawyer, sir, so I

cannot get into these fine points.

I3

t

32202448 MPagBayfly . The reason I ask you these guestions is so tha
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the Commitfee would have a ?etter understanding of what went
through your mind when you spoke about, for instance, AMLASH.
What did you understand him to mean when he used the term
assassination when an infrequent --

Mr. Weatherby. He didn't use the term, as I recall.

Mr. Bayly.. He never did.

Mr. Weatherbyu No, sir. He abhorred tha;‘and preferred,
as I believe I said, and I think I recall wg;thé§ it was
eliminate or to get rid of.

Mr. Bayly.. And did you yourself in your dealing with him
ever use the word "assassinate”?

Mr. VWeatherby. I discussed that with him when I was trying
to find out what he meant. |

My, Bayly.. And did you explain to him what you meant?

Mr . Weatherby. He knew. I mean, I think it may have been
a question of languages or a question.of semantics at the time,
but I think he understood that.

Mr. Baylvy.. Did‘yau ever use the word "kill"?

Mr. Weatherby. T do not recgll, sir. It has been 13 years)|

Mr. Bayly.. I understand that. How about the worﬁ
"murder"” or any similar word?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

Mr;EBayiyy. -So your understanding of those terms is

dfawn from the sense of what occurred rather than from the

R23Aes S@agangrage used?
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(-“,g 1 Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.
it
N g 2 Mr. Bayly.. Thank you. That's all I have.
&
g 3 Mr. Kelley. Did y;u speak through an interpreter with
E 4 AMLASH?
5 Mr. Weatherby. Sometimes vyes, sometimes no. He had
6 limited English.
v Mr. Kelley. Do you speak Spanish?
8 Mr. Weatherby. I do not. _
9 Mr. Kelley. And he had limited English?
10 Mr. Weatherby. Correct, sir. -
11 Mr. Kelley. Who would serve as the interpreter in
. 12 Helsinki?
(. 2
. 13 Mr. Weatherby. AMWHIP did.
g 14 Mr. Barén. Mr. Weatherby, I would like to show you a

15 | piece of paper that we will mark Yeatherby Exhibit 2, which

is an excerpt from the I.G. report that includes remarks said

16
17 to have been in your contact report of youf first meeting with
18 AMLASH during the period of July 30 to August 6, 1962.
19 (The document referred to
o
(=]
& was marked Weatherby
¥ 20
Q
g o1 Exhibit No. 2 for
3 25 identification.)
i
.z 23
| s
% 24
E
-
T 25
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{Discussion off the record.)}

Mr. Baron. Does this document refresh your recollection
enough so that you recall whether or not you wrote it or
whether you wrote those éxcerpts?

Mr. Weatherby. If it came from the file, sir, I am
sure I did.

Mr. Baron. And do you have any independent recollection
of writing this document or of the events réﬁef?ed‘to in it?

Mr. Weatherby. I don't have a personal recollection of
these subjects in a discussion with him until I have seen
the paper again.

Mr. Baron. ©Now that you are looking at this excerpt
from your contact report, do you recall tha@ AMLASH felt that
he wpuld be interested in returning to Cuba and in risking his
life by doing so, "if he could be given a really large ﬁart
to play"? '

Mr. Weatherby. Yes.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall --

Mr. Weatherby. May I interrupt, sir?

Mr. Baron. Yes.

Mr. Weatherby. I don't remember the precise langauge,
but the thought, I certainly, I certainly do.

Mr. Baron. And do you recall AMLASH expressing generally

to you the feeling that "he wanted to plan the execution of

32535%33P§g§§%gue2 { a top ranking Castro subordinate} and the
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Soviet Ambassador, and also to eliminate Fidel by execution,
if necessary." .
) Do you recall his expressing that feeling to you?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not recall today his expressing the
feeling in the words in the exhibit., However, I believe that
that re?resents at least a portion of his thoughts at the time,
only as an idea or an expression of the degree to which he
felt he wanted to do something and was totai;y frustrated in
doing it. I mean, just look at the large l1list he has, and --

Mr. Baron. What large list are you referring to?

Mr. Weatherby. The one there in which he talks about
Rodriguez and the Ambassador and Fidel. I mean there is
no -- as I say, I believe that represented a feeling he had
tﬁat,he has to get rid of these people in some manner.

Mr. Baron. Do you really characterize this list of three
people that appear to be carefully selected as a large list
of targets, or doesn't it appear to be, as I said, a fairly
careful selection of key pecple whose elimination would
seriously affect the stability of the Cuban goéernment?

Mr. Weatherby. No, I don't feel that way. If I may digreg
a little for the record, I think ie is an expression of his
frustration simply because it isn't a diabolical scheme the
man is talking about if, in fact, he talked about these people

because he's probably upset with the Soviets there. Therefore,

szhezpgetspapedsnf the Soviet Ambassador. Well, they put a new
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one in, and that doesn't do anything to the stability there.
And if you get rid of Carlos Rodriguez, Rodriguez didn't have
a great following of hi; own, he was somebody that was probably
a principal that came to his mind and, of'course; Fidel as.
the head of‘state represents something to him that he would
like to have changeé.

In other words, I'm trying to say that when vou deal with
a man like this and you have not met him very mggh, vou have
to let the man express himself, you have got to find out
by questioning what he really means, what}s really bothering
him, what does he really want to do. Does he have %PY rlans,

how deep is his thinking, is he just an emotional type?2

Mr. Baron. But isn't it significant in some way that --

' strike that.

'WOuldn't his desire to plan the execution of Fidel Castro
have appeaied‘to”you at that time significant in light of the
fact that you included it in your contact-report?

Mr. Weatherby. His statement there represents to me again
as I have said befqre, the degree of emotion that he felt
about the problem in Cuba and the Cuban situation politically
as it turned out. A contact report, which is a piece of paper
basically to refresh the case officer's mind about what took
place, I wouldn't, I wouldn't read into it too much.

Mr. Baron. Nonetheless, didn't you see his expression of

this desire to eliminate Fidel by execution, if necessary,

2202448 Page 52
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significant enough so that there should be some record of it?

Mr. Weatherby. I thought that it certainly should be
a matter of record to indicate his degree of concern, certainly.
And it also became a point for me to dissuade him of at that
time.

Mr. Baron. In the same contact report you indicated that
you were "making no commitments or plans,® but that you were
pointing out to AMLASH "that schemes like hewenvféions certainly
had their place, but that a lot of coordination, planning,
information collection, etcetera were necessary prerequisites
to ensure the value and success of such plans.”

Doesn't that indicate that his mention of eliminating
FFidel and other key figures in Cuba at that time were at least
considered by you to have had a place in future'contacts with
AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely not, in that éase. What you
have.got to do with a man like this who may havelggoughts of
that intensity, or even register thoughts of that.intensity

is not disabuse him immediately of his thinking because if

I want him for something else I can't make a -~ I would be --

it would be poor planning to alienate the man right away if
I immediately turn off the idea he has.  And this is all in
one meeting, don't forget, as best as I recall. I have got

to attempt to blunt that and eventually change his thinking,

ssandagpoupaiestizdon't go off. And if he was going to do something
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like that it takes, if someone is going to do anything it
takes coordination and planning and étcetera. And you have
got to gradually take the man from an intense thought and
perhaps mold it into something that can work, or something
that is acceptable.

In other words, I wouldﬁ't.

Mr. Baron. Doesn't the language here, though, indicate

that although you may have wanted to mold hié desires into a

Castro by execution, if necessary, wasn't something that was
rejected out of hand, that it might be something that you
would want to work into a uséble plan.

Mr. Weatherby. Weil, I think we are a little out of
context by looking at just this excerpt. I think you have to
look at Castro to see how it develops and what is said in a
few words in a c;ntact report, which is not verbatim, you
would acknowledge should not be taken absolutely literally.

Mr. Baron. You have mentioned that these events were
a long time ago.

Mr. Weatherby. Uh huh.

Mr. Baron. And that your recollection is not crystal
clear about them.

Do you have a very clear recollection of the context in

which this contact report was written?

gzﬂm448M%ag@qﬁtherby. No, I don't remember every, you know

workable plan, the fact that he had mentioned desire: to eliminat




i PEWiE
(=]
3 1
(ﬂ.s% 13 every point of conversation and every place we visited during
.. 8 2
N this period of time. |
: 3 ~
g Mr. Baron. Do you recall with great clarity what you
& 4
- may have said in response to AMIASH when he expressed this
5
desire to assassinate Castro?
6
Mr. Weatherby. I would not remember verbatim what I
7 .
had said 13 years ago, sir.
8
. Mr. Baron. What would the purpose of a.contact report
9 =
have been?
10 )
Mr. Weatherby. Contact or contact reports in general,
11 )
sir?
F 12 -
p 2 Mr. Baron. Yes.
{"‘ua;,'r‘ : 15
a Mr. Weatherby. Contact reports are reports produced
: 14 | . : :
by operations officers for the record to remind them of what
15 : .
transpired at some future date and for other officers who
16
may assume a case in the future, so that memorandum for the
17 . C s
record is what it is,.
18 . ' .
Mr. Baron. To whom would a contact report be submitted?
o 19 . . .
§ Mr. Weatherby. Depending on it, depending on the nature
5 20
3 of the case and the level of the officer, it would probably
5 21 |
g go to his immediate superior, or could remain in the file.
= .
z 22 :
¥ Mr. Baron. Would your contact reports on your meetings
Vi 23 -
¢ in Helsinki have been reviewed by Mr. Maurelius? _
(7 % 24
o E Mr. Weatherby. I would hope they would have been when I
o
¥ 25 R ) . .
" got back from the trip. These are not transmitted electrically
HW 50955 DocId: }22::2443 Page 55 rAD CE/,ADET
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as you may know. These are hand-written or type-written and
entered in the file as a matter or record.

Mr. Baron. Would they have been reviewed by William
Harvey?

Mr. Weatherby. I doubt --

Mr. Baron. Or his deputy?

Mr. Weatherbhy. I doubt that.

Mr. Baron. And Harvey was Chief df Taé; Force W at that
time.

Is that correct?

Mr. Wéatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall relaying to Mr. Maurelius
or to William Harvey or his Deputy at this time aﬁy sense
of the importance of these sentiments that AMLASH had expressed
to you in Helsinki upon your return from that trip?

Mr. Weatherby. I am sure I did. I don't recall pfecisely,
but I do recall a cable which I wrote in which I expressed
some concern about the man's mercurial temperément and
disposition, and then asked for, I believe, a.Spanish~speaking
case officer because I thought that that would be -- there
was more accufacy to be relayed in comﬁunicating than communi-
cating directly with someone.

Mr. Baron. And so you asked for a Spanish-speaking case

officer to take over the operation'from you?
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- 1
(. s@ 15 Mr. Baron. Did you receive that assistance?
] 2
b Mr. Weatherby. I did.
< 3
g Mr. Baron. And was that the man who testified here the
£ 4
other day?
5
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir. Oh ~-
6
, Mr. Baron. Under the alias of Garmeyer, being referred
7
to generally as AMLASH case officer?
8 =
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir. That was another gentleman whom
9
I met in Paris.
1C
Mr. Baron. And what was his name, or was he the Spanish-
11
speaking case officer from Madrid?
I - 12 ‘ . .
L2 Mr. Weatherbhy. Yes, sir. I believe you have that in the
P 13
a excerpt there.
3 14 _ . ,
~Mr. Baron., Whose name is mentioned in the I.G. report?
15
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, correct, sir.
16 ) . .
Mr. Baron. As a participant in meetings that you held
17 . :
with AMIASH and Tepeding in Paris in mid-August of '62?
18 .
Mr. Weatherby. That would be correct, sir.
- 19
8 Mr. Baron. You did return to headquarters in Langley
3 20 L .
& from your meeting in Helsinki.
e 21
€ Is that correct?
g 22 . . .
3 Mr. Weatherby. No. I went directly to Paris. I did
y 23 '
{‘ H not directly. I went through Stockholm and I believe Copenhagen
. @
@ 24 .
i and then down to Paris.
2
< 25 )
W# 50955 DocId 32202448 WpagedFPn . Did you communicate to headquarters anything
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other than the mercurial temperament of AMLASIH, anything else
in relation to your meetings with him in Helsinki?

Mr. Weatherby. I don't remember precisely, but I would
have sent some type electrical transmission summarizing the
meeting and how it went, and ény~problems of security that
might have occurred, and probably some initial impressions.

Mr. Baron. And that would be a cable that we should find
in the AMLASH file? R

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

‘Mr. Baron. Do you recall meeting with AMLASH in.
Copenhagen around August 10 or 11, 1962, for further discussions
with him?

Mr. Weatherby. I met him at appfoximately that date.

‘Mr. Baron. Do you recall what transpi&ed in those .
discussions?

Mr. Weathergy- I do no£, sir, but I would think nothihg
of great substance.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall any discussions involving the
word "assassination"?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not, sir. That's in Copenhagen?

Mr. Baron. Correct. Was Carlos‘fepedino present at that
meeting?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, he should have been.

Mr. Baron. I am showing to you now a document marked

oH@atheshye Bghibit 3, which refers to a contact report that you
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wrote on your meeting in Copenhagen on August 10 and 11,

and it is excerpted from the I.G. report at page 58.

{The document referred to
was marked Weatherby Exhibit

No. 3 for identification.)

56
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{Pause)

Mr. Weatherby. Okay, I read it.

Mr. Baron. Does this document refresh your recollection
about the substance of your meeting with AMLASH in Copenhagen?

Mr. Weatherby. It is not enough to refresh my recollection
of the meeting in Copenhagen per se, but I think in earlier
testimony I discussed the use of the term in talking to him,
"assassinate,” and indicated that he waé oppéseé:to a term
of that natuge.

I think it would show that I perhaps was not sure where
that particular discussion took place, Stockholm or Copenhagen
or in Helsinki;

Mr. Baroh. In referring to the portion of this excerpt
from your contact report that says "We used the term 'assassinat
The use of this term we later learned from Tepedino and from
AMLASH himseif was most objectionable to the latter, and
he was visibly upset. It was not the act he objected to,
but rather merely the choice of the word used to describe it.
'Eliminate' was acéeptablé."

Does that generally desribe your recollection of AMLASH's
attitude‘toward the use of the word “asséssinate"?

Mr. Weatherby. To the best of my recollection, yes.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall reporting directly to anyone

in Task Force W about AMLASH's attitude toward assassination?
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but I would wager I must have.

Mr. Baron. Do you-recall a subsequent meeting in Paris
between yourself and AMLASH and.AMLASH and Tepedino and
a Spanish-speaking case Sfficer from Madrid?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall this involved actually a series

of meetings bhetween August 24th and August 23, 1962, as

indicated by the I.G. report?
Mr. Weatherby. That's correct.
Mr. Baron. Was AMLASH given secret writing training
and issued secret writing supplies shortly after that meeting?
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.
Mr. Baron. Was he also taken to the south of France for
a demclition demonstration?
Mr. Weatherpy. Yes, sir.
Mr. Baron. Why was this done?
Mr. Weatherby. That was done to show him we were willing
to qive consideration to his desire for some sort of support

from us if he went back and undertook to establish a net, if

“ you will, of dissidents.

Mr. Baron. Was this training more than a mere gesture

of support, but actuaily intended as preparation for AMLASH

to enable him to perform an operation inside Cuba?

Mr. VWeatherby. Quite'to the contrary, sir. It was given

hodinaiaM pARd Ys1to assuade him to the degree that we could. 1In
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the use of explosives it takes a great deal of knowledge, and
as I recall he prépared~one small charge himself, which does
not entitle a man to do anvthing, and was allowed to set it
off. And the several charges which, if I recall correctly,
we demonstrated to him were done by a technician who was
accomplished in the use of explosives. But he was, he could

not possibly have used that, at least safely, had he returned

.
——

to Cuba, because that was not the intent.

Mr. Baron. Was there any intention of assessing his
suitability for performing operations of this sort during
this period of time?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir, not in the use of explosives.

Mr. Baron. So it was merely a gesture of support for
him and a means of encouraging him to return to Cuba and
continue with other operations?

Mr. Weatherby. That's correct, sir.

Mr. Baron. What was his primary mission as far as wou
ware concerned at that point?

Mr. Weatherby. His mission primarily was to go back and

* report to us any ability he'might have to get into contact

with his old friends from the D.R. movement or other dissidents
to Castro and attempt to unite them and to build some sort of
a workable net with them. We also wanted any kind of general

information that we could get which would constitute intelligenc

sadabergapipn ¢for us.
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Mr. Baron. Was it clear to you at that time that AMILASH
had direct personal access to Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. He had direct personal access to him as
far as we knew in the company of others.

Mr. Baron. Did he clearly have no access to Castro in
any one-on-one setting?

Mr. Weatherby. I have no idea of that, sir. I might say
that Castro was constantly surrounded by an-;ntoﬁrage and
vou would have to be awfully friendly with Castro to ever get
into that situation with him.

Mr. Baron. It was true, though, was it not, that AMLASH
was personally friendly with Castro and had a long history
of personal relationship with him?

Mr. Weatherby. He was no longer friendly with him since
his movement was eased out of control of Cuba. They had
a relationship probably as one conspirator'against Batis;a
to another. He had a degree of accessability and was still,
I am sure, held in some respect by Castro, but the degree
of friendship, I don't think you could say it was very deep.

Mr. Baron. ﬁo you recall anything that occurred in
these meetings in mid-August in Paris that would have contributg
further to the belief that AMLASH had a propensity to carry
out an assassination mission?

3

Mr. Weatherby. Ie may have discussed it again. I don't

so%ipGad L pRyeghsely there. To the best of my recollection, he

d
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( 3 1 . o .
- 4sh 22 still maintained an intensity of feelings against the Castro
& 2
B regime, but we had hoped by that time that he was prepared to
g 3
® go back and becCome a reporting asset and perhaps an organizer
[=]
& 4 .
of a collection of an INTEL network and not pursue or even
5 .
attempt to pursue any other activities.
6
Mr., Baron. Let me show you the document that we will
. .
mark Weatherby Exhibit 4, which is an excerpt f;om a cable
8 : o -
from the Spanish-speaking case officer located il Madrid, whose
9 .
name appears in the I.G. report at page 85, presumably back
10 '
to headguarters issued on August 17, 1962.
11
{The document referred to was
(‘ 4 12 Py
e 2 marked Weatherby Exhibit No. 4
p 13 , o
a for identification.)
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{(Pause)

Mr. Weatherby. I have read that.

Mr. Baron. Do you‘recall learning from this CIA case
officer that such a cable was sent? -

Mr. Weatherby. I am sure I knew at that time, or was
informed about the content of that cable, and perhaps the
discussions that the Spanish-gpeaking case officer had with
AMLASH. I may have not been at the meeting -as ?Eey conducted
it in Spanish, and I do believe they had several meetings in
which I was not in. attendance. Of that I am ﬁot certain.

Mr. Baron. Do you have a general recollection of AMLASH
making statements or behéving in such a way to indicate that
he "could or might try to carry out on his own initiative”

a "physical elimination mission®”?
‘Mr. Weatherby. He may have continued £o discuss it, but
I didn*t feel that he réally meant what he said.

Mr. Baron. Would he have been diséuséing a physical
elimination mission against Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. With this Spaniéh—speaking case officer?

Mr. Baron. Yes, or in the content 6f these general
meetings?

Mr. Weatherby. He cogld have been. That I don't recall
precisely. It is one thing to have 5 man perhaps thinking or

expressing feelings in these terms, and you are never sure

when you have put that aside.

P220244B Page 63
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Mr. Baron. Was AMLASH being assessed during this period
of time as a potential asset for involvement in any way in
any kind of an assassination mission against Castro?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely not by us.

Mr. Baron. Would you consider the initiation of a coup
by means of eliminatding the leadership of Cuba an éssassination
attempt?

(Pause) N -=

‘Mr. Weatherby. I would think that anytime you attempted --
well, would you state the question again, please? |

Mr. Baron. Would you read the guestion back, please?

(The.reportef read back prior question.) |

Mr. Weatherby. By the elimination of the --

‘Mr. Baron., In othér words, do you draw a distinction
in your mind when you use the word “"assassination" betweeﬁ
cilling an individual political leader out of any motive on
the one hand, -and on the other hand attempting to kill a
political leader or a c¢ircle of political leaders as a means
of initiating a coup to overthrow an entire governmental

© regime?

Mr. Weatherby. I think that would be assassination in
any case if you target it against the individuals.

That's something that bears thought. I mean, if you blew

up a building, for example, to cause a distraction, and pegple

3£¥ﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁggt5$re' I don't consider that an assassination.
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Mr. Baron. Was any thought given during the period of
your_.involvement with Project AMLASH to utilizing AMLASH £o
initiate a coup by any means?

Mr. Weatherby. Well, certainly not by assassination. But
if he could overthrow the government, or take poﬁer, or divide
it, that of course was an objective.

Mr. Baron. If he could have dene, if he could have
accomplished that objective by means of phys;caizélimination
of leadership of Cuba, that would not have been objectionable
to you and to others in Task Force W involved in Project
AMLASH at that point, would it?

Mr. Weatherby. I really can't answer that question. I
don't know what they think and I —-

Mr. Baron. Speaking for yourself_then, would it have been
an objectionable‘meansi—-

Mr. Weatherby. To me it would have been.

Mr. Baron. —-—- to overthrow the government?

Mr. Weatherby. To me it would have been.

Mr. Baron. Are you personally opposed as a matter of

*morality to assassinations?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely.

Mr. Baron. Why?

Mr. Weatherby. I don't believe in taking human life,
period in that manner. If you are in.a fire fight, or somebody

32bBosdRoOkdqigeat you and you are shcoting at them, then that's




Phone (Area 202) 544-6000

10

11

12

13

WARD & PAUL

14

15

16

17

i8

1¢

20

21

22

23

e

24

410 First Street, 5.E., washington, D.C, 20003

25
H¥ 50955 Docld

TOP SECRET s

a different story. In other words, I draw a distinction between

assassination of an individual, individuals, and those who
lose their life in a battlefield, whether it is in a building
or on a battlefield.

Mr. Baron. What about killiné the sentry who is gquarding
the door to the palace?

Mr. Weatherby. Well, that's --

Mr. Baron. As a means of initiating anjatﬁgbk.

Mr. Weatherby. That's sort of like asking me when I
stopped beating my wife, sir. I would rather not comment on
that.

Mr. Baron. I am simply trying to point out that or to
ask you whether there is not some middle ground between a
combat situation and an individual murder where it might have
been acceptable ;o you at the timg for our government to be
involved in targeted elimination of political leaders in
a regime that we found unacceptable. 2

Mr. Weatherby. I had not really thought about that, and
it is a rather philosophical question, sir.

Mr. Baron. All right.' Enough philosophy.

Let me show you an excerpt from a cable of August 18th
from CIA headquarters to presumably the Spanish-speaking case

officer that sent a cable to headquarters on August 17th.

We will mark this Weatherby Exhibit 5 and reflect that

3obésompepdiw ed page 85 in the I.G. report.
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{The document referred to
. was marked Weatherby Exhibit

No. 5 for identification.)
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Mr. Baron. Can you tell me first whether you have an’
independent recollection of such a directive reaching you
in Paris; namely, a directly "strongly concur that no physical
elimination missions be given AMLASH"?

Mr, Weatherby. Well, I can believe this as an exhibit.

Mr. Baron. In other words it is credible to you but

you don‘t have any independent recollection of receiving such

-

a directive?

Mr. Weatherby. No. But it is within keeping with my
directions at all times, so, therefore, it seems to be
perfectly logical.

Mr. Baron. Why would such a directive have been sent at
that point? |

.Mr. Weatherby. Probably only to reinforce a case officer's
judgement in the.field that he's not about té condone such
activity, and they are going on record, as iﬁ the hureaucracy,
saying you are absolutely right.

Mr. Baron. Can you tell me of any significant developments
in Project AMLASH that occurred between the time éf these

‘ meetings in August of 1962 and your departure from Project

AMLASH in late 196372 |

Mr. Weatherby. Well, we had éttempted on a number of
occasions to get him to come out again and talk to him and
see what he had accomplished. He had a S.W. system, as I

LobRsAkl rpAfitfpwWwasn't very successful in communications, and then
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we learned that he was coming out to Porto Alegre in Brazil,
and we made afrangements to visit with him.

That's the other AMLASH case officer and myself.

Mr. Baron. What transpired when you met with AMLASH in
Porto Aleqgre?

Mr. Weatherby. That was essentially a turnover meeting.
We met him and he was debriefed in a safe house by the other
case officer in Spanish, and I was posted aswa 16okout, and
did no£ actually participate in the substance of the discussiond.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall that AMLASH was told to assist
a Cuban military officer who operated under the cryptonym of
AMTRUNK 10 in intelligence assignments for the CIA?

Mr. Weatherby. I do not recall that. That may be after
the turnover. I am not sure.

Mr. Baron. nDo you recéli -

Mr. Weatherby. I certainly didn't.

Mr. Baron. -- the nature of any assignments given to
AMTRUNK 102

Mr. Weatherby. No, I don't.

Mr. Baron. How soon after this meeting in Porto Alegre
did you leave Project AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. W®Well, normally when you turn the case over
you leave it immediately, for compartmentation's sake. I
believe I may have heard or seen Tepedino once or twice after

355408 s ARGyt Bat would be the termination of my portion of the
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Mr. Baron. Were you present at any further meetings in
Paris with AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. No; sir.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall briefing thé succeeding AMLASH
case officer at the time that he took over?

Mr. VWeatherby. I had to have.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall briefing him on AMLASH's

propensity for assassination?

-

Mr. Weatherby. His propensity to discqss it, I am sure,
was common knowledge.

Mr. Baron. Eut‘not his propensity for carrying out the
‘act itself?

Mr. Weatherby. Correct.

Mr. Baron. Did you mention to the new case officer
AMLASH'Q; AMLASH's willingness to carry out such an act?

Mr. Weatherby. I would never -- I don't recall having
mentioned that precisely, but I would not ﬁave said his
willingness, but his tendency to talk about it, because I
personally didn’t belie&e that the man ever really meant to
do that physically.

ﬁr. Baron. Were you aware of any meetings that took place
in October of 1963 at which Desmond FitzGerald met AMLASH
in Paris at Red Stent's house and.discussed the kind of
support that AMLASH could expect from the United States

government?
52202448 Page 72
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Mr. Weatherhy. I knew he went because it was very
soon after, I think, I had last seen him but I wasn't invited
for any operational guiéance bu. then.

Mr. Baron. You weren't invited to brief FitzGerald at
that point?

Mr. Weatherby. I don't recall. I may have briefed him
or talked to him with the other AMLASH case officer.about the
man, what kind of an animal he was -- can wewstriﬁe that?
What kind of a man he was, and maybe so. 2AaAnd of course his
idiosyncrasies; that's normal procedure.

Mr. Baron. Do you  recall any discussion with anyone at'
CIA at that point about the need to meet AMLASH's requést
for assurances that a high U.S. official was willing to
stand behind his operations in Cuba, preferably FRobert F.
Kennédy?

Mr. Weatherby. I heard, probably without invitation,
or by the by that FitzGerald would go over there, but I gidn't
know the details. I knew —-- i

Mr. Baron. Did you know that FitzGerald would go over
there to make a representation to AMLASH that people higher
in the government than FitzGerald would stand behind AMLASH?

Mr. Weatherby. Yes, I remember that. To the best of

.my knowledge -- I don't remember who he represented, but during

the trip obviously he was preparing for it and ~-

Mr. Baron. Do vou remember Richard Helms heing involved

32202448 Page 73
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in any of those discussions prior to FitzGerald's trip to
Paris? .

Mr. Weatherby. Not specifically. He may have been.

Mr. Baron. And do you recall any contact with Robert
Kennedy between the time that this assurance was regquested
by AMLASH and the time that FitzGerald went to Paris?

Mr. Weatherby. I have no direct knowledge of that.

Mr. Baron. Do you have any recalléctio; of “any contact
between anyone and Task Force W and Robert Kennedy?

Mr. Weatherby. ©Oh, I think Mr. Harvey had seen him. I
am sure they did. I simply don't know for a fact.

Mr. Baron. You don't remember any specific instances
where Robert-Kennedy met face to face with members of Task
Force W or called them on the phone or received phone calls
from them in relation to Project AMLASH? |

Mr. Weatherby. Not in direct relation to that, no. I
knew they were obviously interested iﬁ the whole program,
but again, I wasn't at that level.

Mr. Baron. Did you héve any sense of the closeness of

- the relationship Qetwéen Robert Kennedy and Desmond FitzGerald?

Mr. Weatherby. WMo, sir.

Mr. Baron. Did you have a sense of the kind of relationshi
that existed between Robert Kennedy and William Harvey?

Mr. Weatherby. No, except I think it was common knowledge

32%%&31%3@551;1: the best.
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8 1
3 Mr. Baron. Did you have any sense of the relationship
8 2 .
§ that existed between Robkert Kennedy and Richard Helms?
g 3
g Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
& 4
Mr. Baron. Do you have any recollection of drops into
5
Cuba of caches of arms intended for AMLASH?
6 p
Mr. Weatherby. UWo, sir.
7
Mr. Baron. Do you recall any planning for such drops
8 .
or even the discussion of such drops? o
o :
Mr. Weatherby. I may have heard it. I -didn't participate
10 )
and I don’t know any details.
ll > I. ) 3
Mr. Baron. Do you recall any discussion of dropping arms
12
s é to AMLASH or people associated with him during your period
o
P 13 .
0 of operational control of the AMLASH Project?
<
z 14
.Mr. Weatherhy. HNo. It may well have been discussed at
15 '
that point, but nothing during my tenure was ever done like
'16 i ’ .
- that. The man didn't communicate. It wouldd be pretty hard
17
to drop anything to him at that point.
18
Mr. Baron. What do you mean by the fact that he wasn't
- 19 . .
e . communicating?
[w] .
" 20 : . ,
a Mr. Weatherby. Well, as I said earlier, there were
s 21 . ' ‘ot
2 great periods when the man, we didn't know really what he
i=4 . .
g 22 . i
3 was doing. We heard second-hand or they had seen him here or
“
g 23
ﬁn H there, and he was well and healthy and so forth, but he
-
5 24 . . . . .
E wouldn't communicate with us. It's just simply not, it's not
=]
w 25
HW 50955 DocIdi32donmstopggenwyider going any further in the development of
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assistance to a person with whom we can't communicate, during
my time. Remember, after we saw him in Paris it was essentially
nothing of significance until we finally found out the man
was going to come out. |
- That was one of the frustrations of the‘case, that the
man wouldn't communicate.

Mr. Baron. Going to come out to where?

Mr. Weatherby. To Porto Alegre. )

Mr. Baron. Do you have any knowledge from any source
about the development of a pin containing a hypodermic syringe
capable of administering poison?

Mr. Weatﬂerby. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. You don't recall the development of suéh a
device in relation to the AMLASH case?

Mr. Weatherby. No, I don't.

Mr., Baron. Do you recall discussions with the Technical
Services Division or the Office of Medical Services about
developing any devices capable of, you know, eliminating an
individual Cuban ieader?

Mr. Weatherby. No.

Mr. Baron. If I told you that a ballpoint pen was deveIOpé
at the CIA which contained.-a hypodermic syring and was capable
of administering a lethal poison, énd that such a device was

offered to AMLASH at a point subsequent to your involvement

3o9ashsh iy ewh@t would you make of it?
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Mr. Weatherby. I wouldn't think it was accurate. I
really don't know.
Mr. Baron. Would it strike you that either the story
is inaccurate, or 1f it is accurate, that such device would
clearly be designed for offensive use against some individual?
Mr. Weatherby. May I have that question again?
(The reporter read back the prior gquestion.)
.Mr. Weatherby. Well, I have no knowledée of.it. I think
it is probably ‘inaccurate. However, if it were accurate,‘
use the conjectural, then obviously it must be used perhaps
in the manner which you describe.

Mr. Baron. Wouldn't it seem unlikely to you that that

 kind of device would be designed as a self-defense weapon?

Mr. Weatherby. I don't know. I really, I don't, I am
not getting the train of your questioning now.

Mr. Baron. I am simply asking in the abstract your
opinion as, in effect, an expert, as a case officer with
some operatioﬁal experience, wouldn't such a device be next
to useless as a self-defense weapon?

Mr. Weatherby. WMo, I don't think so. No different than
mace.

Mr. Baron. Except that this device obviously can only
be used =--

Mr. Weatherby. Once.

32202228 Ppaded¥en. Once.
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Mr . WeatherbyL So can mace.

Mr. Baron. In a tight spot.

Mr. Weatherby. Yeah.

Mr. Baron. Where there could be more than one, you know,
person involved.

Mr. Weatherby. Yeah. That's such a hypothetical question
that it's difficult to answer. You know, if I were talking
to you and you were a Russian case officer, ;nd‘f said I
am not going to do something, and you decided that you were
going to turn me in, all I can do is get rid of you and leave.
If, on the other hand, in a cast of thousands it would not
be worth a whole hell of a lot.

Mr. Baron. If somebody were asking you for a self-defense
weapon, would you supply them with this kind of a device that
I have described?

Mr., Weatherby. Oh, I would have to think about that.
That's fairly =-- that would depend entirely on the circumstancesd.
Mr. Baron. After you left Project AMLASH, what was
the nature of the other projects that your pursued on Task

* Force W?

Mr. Weatherby. I would have to go back on the record on
that but I would say it was ciassical FI defections, counter-
intelligehce basically.

Ve

Mr. Baron. Were you associated with any aspect, other

sobbarusl ndad] tgence collection, of planning for a coup against
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( 3 Castro?
8§ 2
& Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
% 3
¢ Mr. Baron. Do you -recall from your experience on Task
]
& 4
Force W plans for or discussions of the supply of weapons
5 .
to Cuban dissidents at that point?
6
Mr. Weatherby. Well, 'it's a matter of record that it
7
was done or attempted, but I had nothing to do with the
8 : L
direct planning, and I have no knowledge of the pilanning or
9
execution as such.
10 ] :
Mr. Baron. Did you have any contact with a .man named
11 .
Artime?
, 4 12 )
( 3 Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
s 13 . .
a Mr. Baron. Did you know him?
x
: 14 :
‘Mr., Weatherby. I knew who he was but I did not know
5 him.
16 : ’
Mr. Baron. Who was he?
17 ,
Mr. Weatherby. He was a Cuban exile leader.
18
Mr. Baron. Do you know Howard Hunt?
3 19 Mr, Weatherby. I know of Howard Hunt. I never met Howard
<
g 20 1| gunt.
3 21 : : .
2 Mr. Baron. Did you have any contact in any way with Howard
&
Z 22 . Hunt in relation to your service on Task Force W?
% 23 :
R Mr. Weatherby. UNo, sir.
C‘ 2 24
E Mr. Baron. Throughout the course of this discussion,
i :
<

25 . . . .
when we _hav en referring to T < For W, it 1s clear 1in
H¥ 50955 nncld“3220244363Pagefﬁﬁbe € d asl ce v, t le
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your mind that tﬁat would also-covér.any references fo SAS,
which was the same organization as Task Force W?

Mr. Weatherby. Ab;olutely..'I am not interested in
subterfuge. |

Mr. Baron. Okay. In your intelligence collection
operations on Task Force W or the SAS staff, did you make
any use éf members of the gambling syndicate in Havana?

Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. Were you ever made aware of CIAﬁ;ontact with
members of the gambling syndicafe that ran gémbling operations
in Cuba for the purpose of intelligenée gathering?

va. Weatherby. MNo, sir.

Mr. Baron. Were you aware of any contact with gambling
syndicate memrbers?

‘Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. -And does that include gambling syndicate.

figures in the United States who may have had an interest in

|

Cuba?
Mr.-Weatherby. Yes, sir.
Mr. Baron. Did you visit the J;M. WAVE station in
Miami as alpart of your activities on Task Force W or SAS?
Mr. Weatherby. No, sir.
Mr. Baron. You never visited the J.M. WAVE station?
Mr. Weatherby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. That's correct?

32202448 Page 80
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Mr. Weatherby. No.

Mri Baron. Are you saying that --

Mr. Weatherby. That's two separate questions you asked
me. The answer on the first one was no, sir, and the answer
to the second one was no, sir.

Mr. Baron. All of which goes to indicate that you never
visited the J.M. WAVE station at any point?

Mr. Weatherby. During my attachment toﬂﬁhe“Cuban Task
Force, that is correct.

Mr. Baron. Did you visit it at some other point, that
is?

Mr. Weatherby. That is correct.

Mr, Baron. Is that correct?

Mr. Weatherhy. Yes, sir.

Mr. Baron. When was that?

Mr. Weathergy. That was about 1967.

Mr. Barﬁn. In connection with what kind of operation?

Mr. Weatherby. That was procurement of an aircraft.

Mr. Baron. For use where?

Mr. Weatherby. For use —-- are we on the record?

Mr. Baron. Yes.

Mr. Weatherby. Tor use in the Congo. .

Mr. Baron. I simply haQe one more procedural matter to
mention to you..

L S
Are Loy, aware that since the time Senator Morgan left
Padge d1
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the room that you were under no obligation to stay here and
continue your testimony?

Mr. Weatherby. Absolutely.

Mr. Baron. But did you voiuntarily stay and continue
to testify?

-VMr. Weatﬂerby. Yes, sir. Absolutely. I will stay as

long as you wish.

Mr. Daron. Okay. I think I haye no fuétheﬁ gquestions.

Is there anything else that you w&ulﬁ like to say or
to add to the record to put our discussion here today into
context?

Mr. Weatherby. I think not.

Mr. Baron. All right. Thank you very much. You have
been extremely cooperative and informative.

Mr. Weatherby. Pleasure.
(Whereupon, at 4:45 o'clock p.m., the hearing in the above-

mentioned matter was adjourned.)

32202448 FPage 82
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