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EXECUTIVE SESSION

- e e

Thursday, July 10, 1973

United States Senata,

Select Committee to Study Governmental
Operations with Respect to
Govarnmantal Activities,

Washington, D, C.

The Committae met, pursuant to notics, at 5:02 o'clock
p.m. in Room S~128, Tha Capitol, the Honorabla Frank Church
{Chairman of the Committaa) presiding.

Present: Senators Church (prasiding), Hart of Michigan,
Mondale, Huddleston, Hart of Colorado, Tower, Baker and
Schwelker.

Also present: William Millaer, Staff Dirsctor; Frederick
A. O. échwatz, Jr., Chief Counsely Curtis R. Smothers, Minority
Counsel: Charles Kirbow, Charlas Lombard, Michasl J. Madigan,
David Aaron, Joe Dennin, FElizabeth Culbrath and Patrick Shea,

Professlional Staff Membears.
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The Chalrman., We will coms back inte order.

-

Mr. Gaogwin, would you pleass taks the oath?

Do you swear that &ll the testimony you ars about to give
in this proceeding will be the truth, ths whole %ruth, and
nothing but ths truth, sc hslp you God?

Mr. Goodwin., I do.

The Chairman. I am given to undsrstand that thare has
bi-n some problem in connection(with YOur Appe&rance here fo&ayi
and that thers arg soma notes that vou hava that vou fsal you
nasd for purposes of your testimony which you have not brought
with you., Is that the casmas?

Mr., Géodwin. Ye8, 1 think they might he helpful. Thuv
have bawsn in storage for sevaral vears and I jﬁst had no accuss

to tham. I have to go get them out of the storags. Thay wera

notes =~ my files and esverything have baen in storags for

several vyears. I've had no access ¢o tham. And they consist
of the files that I brought from the Whits House with me.

The Chairman. Have you baen interviewed by membars of the

staff and shown cartain documants that the staff believes will
be psrtinent to your tastimony?
Mr., Goodwin. I have been shown documents connected with
the Dominican Republic and the assassination of Trujille today.:
The Chalrman, And do you belleve that you ars preparad

today to give us testimony ralating to Mr. Trufillo or do you
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1
] you give any‘tastimony?
3 Mr. Goodwin. Well, I'm of course fully prepared to testi’:

|
4 to the best of my racollection ¢o any matter, and I ¢hink |
|
|

‘ 8 probably in the case of the Dominican Republie, the documents
fi ‘ 6 || have been adequate. I think there’s & good chance that golina i
é‘ ¢ b through the files may very well add somathing to my rocoliactioj
%ﬁ g8 || of Cuba and Castro.
} %gz $ The Chairman, Well I will have this suqgestion to maka.
3

10 #e will take your testimony on the Trujilio matter today. and

3

et

11 | then == how long will it take you ¢o qet your files and reviu.v

-

51130

pove

WAkl & PAVL

12 | tham and come back fully prepared to give us your testimony on

13 || tha other issuaes?

14 Mr. Goodwin, Well, i€ will take 2z day or two, It is

2
L)

15 | posaible I will not ba able to get access to them until Monday

16 || morning. It's kind of like trying to get to Pocatello

76000

17 || and £ind them in a warshouse, because I'm up in Rumford, Maine.

ot e it

o A

S

IS

18 But I am sure that it would not take more than a day or two.

s

19 The Chairman. So that if tha COmmiftea ware to giva you

20 that opportunity, would you than geat those filus, review thenm, ?
21 and respond to the requast by the Committes that you appaar thﬁé
20 first of next wesk to tastify? :

23 Mr. Goodwin. 1If that is your wish, certainly,

L gl s et e o

24 " The Chairman. Wa ars most anxious to complete tha record

PRy
418 Fre Ltrent, B.8. Worvhenpon, O.C. 30003

Ree o e

25 and your testimony is necessary, and i¢t would certainly
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Mr. Goodwin. I would be glad ¢o.
. 3 The Chairman.' ALl ":19111:': 2
. 4 ' With that understanding then, Mr. Schwarz, are you
i ~
S § || prepared to procsed with the questioning on Trujilloe?
AN
t':f;f‘;g,'-*'i 8 He. Schwarz. I'm sorry Mr. Goodwin ¢hat we didn’t hava
% Lo ' " & chance to get togasther. I thought we were going to have a
8 chance to do that on Tuesday, and I have not had a chance to
. ™ speak to you but I do know some of the material, and perhaps
. o 10 (| e oan work on the material.
i g 11 Refore we do 80, could vou stats your full nams and you:
- -og 12 address pleasa?
' &
L g 13
. o B
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o 15
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Mr, Goodwin; Richard M. Goodﬁin. 1538 32nd Btreet, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.

Mr. Schwarz. And as a ma=ter of courss, we tell all of
our witnesses what they no douht know, that they have their
right to counssl, and you know ¢that, and L{f you want ¢o stop
to obtain counzel, vou know ¢that you can do that?

Mr. Goodwin., 1 alrsady have €00 many lawyers.

Mr., Bchwarz. And you know whit your constitutional
rights are?

Mr, Goodwin. Hopefully,

Mr. Schwarz. Now, what connsction did you have with the
pominican Republic in the winter and epring of 19617

Mr. Goodwin. I came into the White House as Assistant
Bpeclal Counsel to ths President, having worked on RLatin
Amarican affasirs policy statemsnte in ths precseding campaiqgn.
1 became involved in Latin Amarica. And from that period until
I left to go to the State Department, I was involved on a
daily basis with President Kennedy &nd his activities ' in Latir
Amarica which insluded what was happening in the Dominican
Republic in terms that I drafted contingency plans, I prepared

cables that want to Mr. Dearborn focussing on the arsas that

you are interested in, and I was with him every day on somathinq

connucted with Latin Ametica.

Mr., Schwarz, Without your turning ¢o tha documantary

TOP SECRET
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29

material, would you r;ccnnt for the éommittno your understandin
of what the United States government policy toward the Dominic
Republic was in the winter and spring of °61 and what actions
ware taken to implement that policy.

Mr. Goodwin. Well, that policy was a continustion of th.
policy established by President Bisenhower when he, in
accordance with the vote of the OAS, voted to sever -- dacide
to sever diplomatic and commercial relations with the DOMlnicﬂn:
Republic and tha sitdation whith you know arcee wés precipitntaé
by the attempted assassipation of President fDetancourt by th« I
President of the Dominican Republie.

8¢ that from ¢that¢ point on when we cama in, ths feeling
wag, first of all, of course that Trujillo was aven mora
at odds with the philosophy of ¢the Allliance for Progress than
hud‘boun and beyond that; having cut off diplomatic and othar
relations, that Trujillo's time:éh bffice was probably,
nunbared. The principal support of the regims in that dscade
which was often in great domestic difficulty had been the
concept of Amarican support, it stresngthened Trujillo agains:
his opposition.

Ag that point our policy becams ons of trving to anticine:
at lsast, the fall of frujillo. Of course the Castro thing
was very much in sverybedy's mind and the principal concern o
tha Prusident, tha ons thing ha 4idn't want was for Trujillo

to go and a Communist leadar to coma in.- So I think ths policy

TOP SECRET
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1 | was to kawp upvaur'ocenemic and diplomatic pressure to hope
2 f that when Trujiiio want, howaver ha went, whether violently or
3 | peacefully or died a natural death that the succession would
4 be & moderate, democratic group friendly ¢o the interests of
6 the United Stateas in the Caribbean and therefors try to keap in
8 touch with and halp out and keep communications open with
b the potential successor groups, and it was very hard ¢o
a8 pinpoint.
" -3 Mr, Schwatg. What stesps did you take during ths period
by 10 [ of time you were involved, or prior thersto, {f you know
e 11 || sbout it, in order to assist one or more of the dissident
i 12 || groups?
.C‘;‘ 13 Mr. Goodwin. Wall, we di8 all sorts =-- sverything from
<’ 14 || policy statements, the uséd of USIA, the ude of economic
:i 15 || Pressure, to maintain our network of contacts with exile
< 16 || groups principally’'in New York and elsswhere. A certain numbar i
~ 17 of Llimited covert operations, some transfer of arms. Dearborn %
18 || ©% course was ona of tha principals, his principal instruction
g 19 || was to try to keep all chapnala of communication opan, he was
§ 20 || Zzealous in this because ha disliked Trujillo intensely himself
g 21 and felt that he ought to bs allied with these other groups.
§ 29 And I read through the sort of overall planning papars, and I
g 23 think thay !airfy raflact that range of cpara«ions,
g 24 None of tham wery terribly sffaective.
) 25 Mr. Schwarz. 1In connaction with the transfer of arma,
TOP SECRET
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what, to your undsrstanding, was the time at which authorization

was provided to transfer arms?

Mr. Goodwin. January 12, 1960, under President Fisanhower.:

Mr. Schwarz. And that was at a meeting of the Spascial
Group?
Mr. Goodwin. Well, I don't know bacause they didn‘t let

me in that waek, but there was an N3C action memorandum of

some Rind which just set forth the authorization, I don't raal!&

know the procedurs.

Mr. Schwarz., When were the &rme passed?

!
i

{

l

Mr. Goodwin. I don't know. I becams aware of the transfer

of arms. The transfer I think you're thinking of is the
transfer of a couple of carblines and .38 pistols. After tha
transfer had besen mads,: .4 ths message of communication that
came to us from the Dominican Republic along with the request
for the transfer of machines quns which were to be usad {n an
affort to kill Trujillo, the smaller guns were to ba given as
Dearborn told me later in conversation after tha assassination
becauss thsse psople felt their own lives were in dangar,
especially if they emharked on anything ‘as risky as tryvina to
kill Trujillie, and thay wanted soma salf-dafénsa waapons, and
they were given to them for self-defanse and than thay made a
request that they wantsd weapons to ¢ry an assassination, thev
wantad a machine gqun.

Agsassinating Trujlllo, of course, a lot of people had
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tried and most of them, thay were all desd. It was a very
risky business. It's not the kind of thing they would want to
try with a .38,

And I think uluo} I mean nobody, I think =-- ag I say, we
had no particular anticipation that this or any other group
would be successful in somsthing that nobody had been able to
do for thirty vears, but at any rvate, those were the backstops.

Mr. Schwarz. Did you know how the arms wers passed into
the Dominican Republic, as opposed to passed to the dissidents?

Mr, Goodwin. No, I only know what Dearborn later told me

in conversation. 1 only have this fiftsen year old mamory

! on my part that hs qave them to them in the conaulata. I may

have known at one tims how he qot them. Thare wars a lot of

guns in the Dominican Republic. \élﬁL

P

Hr. Schwarz, Did you know

Mr. Goodwin. I did not know that, hut I wouldn't be
surprised, waapons of that siza.
Mr. Schwarz. Now again, when ware the arms passed, as

tar as you know?

Mr. Goodwin., Well I don't know. 1T don't have the exact --

the messags is in here. I think it was aftar Presidaent
Kennedy took office.
My knowledgs of it was on ths basis of the messaqe --

The Chairman. 13 thers someone that can halp Mr. Goodwin

TOP SECRET
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with the documents?

Mr. Schwars. Let's mark that as Goodwin Exhibit No. 1,

& document consisting -~ dated May 13, 1961 and headed

Subject, CIA Covert Activities, Dominican Republic, stating:’ !
“Attached is the spacial briefing paper of CIA covert activitie:n
diracted against the Dominican Republic which is requasted by
Mr. Richard Goodwin at the whitelﬁauan,' and attaching a
ssveral page document with that heading and that date.

Mr. Goodwin. This L8 the paper that they sent me and

that's where, I guass, I found out about {¢.

{(Tha documesnt refarrad

to was marked Goodwin
Exhibie No. 1 for

{dentification.}

TOP SECRET




1 Mr. S8chwarz. Now that indicates, does it not, that the

2 waapons were passsd somstime after lete January, you can tell

3 ) that? ‘ ;
4 Mr. Goodwin. Yeah. g
5 Mr. Schwarz. All right. :
é You ¢an tell that by looking at the heading 2 which 5

9 indicates when the requast for tha passage of the arms was

|
!
8 made . !
L ) Mr. Goodwin. Yes, it mays in late January. Of course F
e 10 [| they weren't authdrized until the 12th. !
o8 . ;
- 11 Mr. Schwarz. But they were passed, in any svent, after i
szf' 12 || the Kennsdy Administration took offics. |
a8 = '
< 13 ¥r., Goodwin. Yes. :
< i
ce I
- 14 Mr. Schwarz. Now you teld Presidant Johnson, Vice E
c 15 || President Johnson,-=- we will mark this Goodwin Exhibit 2,
< 16 {| @ memorandum which, Senators, is at Tab H, the book which is
P

17 | marked book 2 of 2 and dated June 1, 1961, !

14 {The document raferred to
g i9 was markad Goodwin
y
g 20 Exhibit No. 2 for
Z 2.[, ldantification.}
‘ ]
- 22
3 i
& H :
i v
® 24 :
2L
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Mr. Schwarz, Would you read into the record, Mr. Goodwin,
this is a memorandum for the files dated June 1, 1961, subject
Report of Point Raised at mesting with Vice President.

Would vyou read into the rscord the second paragraph?

Mr. Gocdwin., "At one point during tha meeting, the Vice
Prusident asked about the three carbines which the Agancy had
turned ovear to the dissidents, specifically asked about the
date of dalivery. Mr. Goodwin made & statement to the sffect
that this wasz done under the previous Administration, i.e.,
prior to January 20, 1981, pursuant ¢o a decision of the

Special Group.™

Can you tall ma if this his mamo I'm reading? 1'd like
to know.
Mr. Schwarz. Wall, there are some initials at the bottom

of the page, do they halp you dacide whoss memo it is8?

Mr. Dennin. I belisve we were told by Secretary of Statae

Rusk that i¢'s Under Secratary of State Johnson. That's what

the U stands for,

Did you maksg that statemant, Mr. Geoodwin?

Mr. Schwarz.

Mr. Goodwin. I don't remember making lt. It is an
inaccurate statsmsnt, and there was & clear record that it
would be inaccurate in documents that I had already saen.
I thought that I wouldnf¢ hava made it. I had no purposs in
making {t. And this {8 ==

what {s the inaccuracy of this?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Goodwin. The éaltv-ry'ofltha Arms was not made prior
‘to January 20th. The authorization, Senator, was prior to
January 20th. |

| Senator Schwalksr, Was whaen, ag&in? Was what dats?

Mr. Goodwin. The aunthorization was the 12¢h of January.

Sanator Schwalker. What vear?

Mr, Goodwin. 19%61.

Senator Schwelker. And delivery was when?

Mr. Schwargz, Somatime subsequent to Jahuary 20th,.

Mr. Goodwin, Wall, now that I look at ¢this, all it says
was late January.

The Chairman. This i{s Juna Ist, this is dated June lat,
and you aras reportsd to have said, "At one point during the
meating ths Vice President asked about the thres c;rblnes
which the Agency had turned over to the disaidents and
specifically asked ahout the d;te of delivery. Mr. Goodwin
made the'atatamant to tha effect that this was dons under
the pravious Administration, i.s., prior to January 20th,
1961, pursuant to a dscision of the Spacial Group.”

Actually the delivery took place after January 20th 1961,

Mr. GCoodwin. Well that was my firat impression on readino
that, but I notice that all it says was late January, Senator,
go 1 supposs tha 20¢h or the 19th in somebody’s mind could be
lats January., I mean, I don't really remambar.

Mr. Schwar2. Bu® Mr, Goodwin, you know, independant of

TOP SECRET
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the document whiech we marked as Exhibit i, ié fact ths arms
ware delivered after January 20th.

Mr. Goodwin. I may have known. All I -~ my fi;ut
knowledge was this document, the timetable that I requestad
which simply informed me that the delivery of carbines had hawn
made in late January. I don't know any more than that.

Mr. Schwarz. All right.

Mr. Goodwin. This im my source of knowledga. I may have
learned more subsaequent to it 1if Dearborn plapointed it.

Mr. Schwarz, 1In addition with dealing with Dearborn, wers
you dealing with anybody from the CIA on this?

Mr. Goodwin. Wall, they wara always at the meatings.

Mr. Schwarz. Who 46 you ramambar from the CIA?

Mr. Goodwin. Tracy Barnss == I can‘t be sure who 511 wan
thers. At the maeting with the Vice President, I'm sure some-
body like Bissell, st least, would have been thers. But I'm
sure you must have a list,

Mr. Schwarz. tow I would like vou ¢€o ¢astify in answer to
& saries of questions as to what you ware Or ware not told.

Now, wera you told that the arms which had been delivered
had bewn deliversd to persons who said at times that they
wanted to uss them for parsonal defense, but who sald mora
oftan that thay wanted to uss them for assassination purposass?

Mr., Goodwin., I was givan to undasrstand and told

specifically and'it's reflacted in tha documents, that they

TOP SECRET
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wanted ~= in order to carry out an assagsination, thay thought
they needad transfer of additional wsapons, of submachine quns.

I don't remamber any indication that anyone thought that a

carbine or a .38 was adesquate to mount an affort of that kind

against Trujillo. BRut they, of course, were intarested in

assassinating Trujlllo, involved as they ware in & vary life

and death struggle, their famillies were bsing slaughtered --

Mr. Schwarz. Tha record demonatrates that the Agency was
informed in April, pricr to the memorandum that weant to you
which we marked as Exhibit 1, that tha dissidents intended to
undertaks the assassination effort end to do so within tha
means that they eventually actually did, by blockading tha
road and shooting Mr. Trujille as he was visiting his mistress,
And that they intended to do it whather or not they racsived
the machine guns, but they would likae the machine guns, just
to halp.

Now, wera you informed by tha Agency or by éhyone slse
that the dissidents intended to accomplish the aasassination
with the small arms whether or not they qot the machines?

Mr, Coodwin. I was informsd that both this and other
groups intanded and wanted to assassinate Trujillo, We got
reports of assassinations about to occur almost avery two or
three weaks in the White Housmea. There {8 8 long gap between
wanting to kill Trujillo and being able to do it, and -~ hut

at all times, continually., up inte May, thare was the very

TOP SECRET




¥

1}

N A AT Ay Yot
: N
§

4T

et

insistent request for additional arms that would make the

plot feasible and at the specific request of President Kennedy,

those arms were denled and ==

4 Mr. Schwarz. I'm going to come to that. I want to know
5 || what you ware informed about the intentione of ths dissidents.
6 || You didn't answer my question. You said you were fraquently
7 informed about assassination plots all over the world, but

8 specifically with resapect to the Dominican Republic, were you

™ of ware you not informed that the Agency had been told by the

= 10 || dissidents that they intended to accomplish the assassination

- 11 | of Fidel Castro -- excuse ms, of Trujille =- whether or not
-: ? 12 | they recsived the machine quns?

.C é 12 Mr. Goo&win. I was told that aftarwards by Dearborn. I
c:' 14 || wasn't told that particularly at the time, although that
< 15 woﬁldn‘t surprise me if they said that. By the Agency, you
f; 1¢ | mean Dearborn, or --
. 17 Mr. Schwarz. I mean the Central Intslligence Agency.

18 Mr. Goodwin. They communicated directly with the Agency

g 19 | in this instance?

% 20 i Mr. Schwarz., Thare wars Aquncy pecple in the Republic.
E zi ! Did you know there were Agency pacpls in the Renublice?

g 2y s Mr. Goodwin. I knew they were in and out,

g g tr. Schwarz. In and out?

§ 24 Mr. Goodwin. They ran soma guns in at one tima, as I

remamber, and they alsc werae engagad in the collaection of

TOP SECRET
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intelligence about diuii!ent qroups.
2 Mr. Schwarz., Wes it your impression that Dearborn was
| 3 in charge of tha Dominican Republic, or the Agency parsonnel
4 wag in charge of the Dominican Republic?
5 Mr. Goodwin. My 1&pruanion at the time was that the
6 instructions given to Dearborn wars carried out, and all
9 instructions from the President went to Dearborn.
8 Mr, Schwarz. Apart from instructions from the Prasident,
el ' 9 was it your imprassion that thﬁ Aqency was in chargs of the 5
- 10 bominican Republic or that Dearborn was in charge of the
" 11 pominican Republic.
? iﬁ Mr., Goodwin. My impression was that Dearborn was in charad
g 13 of the Nominican Republic, subject to very close supervision
) 14 from Washington.-
15 The Chairman. Desarborn was ths -- .
16 Mr. Goodwin. He was the Consul. We had no formal
17 | relations.
18 ; }Tha Chairman. !He was the Consul?
g 19 % Mr. Coodwin. Right.
g o 2 ¥asn't that truae?
§ . i Mr. Schwarz. The paper racord makes it look quite likely
; 23; that the Agency, &t least from thair point of view, thought :
E - ” that they were in charge. . i
g U,z& Mr. Goodwin. Thay should have told the Prasident. Wa ?
: Y

sunt all of our maeassages to Nsarborn.
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3 Mr., Schware. What was Your understanding of the

location of the machins guns that the disgidants wanted?

l 3 Mr. Goodwin., I don'%e remembar, but {t's in hers somewhare

4 in the papaer.

5 (Pause} |
8 Mr, Schwarz. Well, let me cut through ths quesation.
” nid you know that tha machiie guns were sment to the ‘
g || Pominican Republi i r
e ¢ Mr. Goodwin. I know now. ;
- 10 Mr., Schwarz., Did you know about {t? ;
tz 11 Mr., Goodwin. Nes-. Ilknew, when the issue aross in May %
th 1o || that wa had -~ we had brought in machine gunsz, but the pracisas C
.C ;‘ + | mathod by which thay wera brouaqht in I nsver asked about. f
:; : 14 Tha Chairman. I am having a little difficulty following. !
- 18 We bsgan with your heing told that it was the policy of ! é
= 16 the pravious Administration to ancouraqe dissident groups and (
e 17 do whatever possible to isolate or to undsrmine and bring down %
18 the Trujillo regima. Then, following the Tnauguration of : ;
g 19 President Kennaedy, certain weapons are passsed to thass i :
% - % dissidents in the Dominican Republic for the purpose of :
g z‘gl assassinating -« of thelr use in the assassinating President %
; 22‘ Trujillo. E
§ 21 Now when did you learn that weapons had been in fact
g 24 passed to dissident groups, that obviously had occurred after
) 25 President Kennsdy had bean inaugurated. Whan did you first
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learn?

Mr, Goodwin. On the 13th of May when we raquested from
tha White lousa & briefing paper on all covert activities in
tha Dominican Republic, that had baen conducted in the
Dominican Rapublie,

Mr. Schwarz. HNow that briefing peper was requested from
whom?

Mr, Goodwin. Well, it would have baen raquested by me for
the President.

Mr. Schwarz., From the CIA?

Mr. Goodwin. From the CIA,

The Chairman. From the CIA, and that briefing papar has
besn idantified for the record?

Mr. Goodwin. That is correact.

The Chairman. All right.

Whun you found out that thesa weapons had bean transferred

in January to certain disaident groups for the purposs of
assasainating Truilllo, what did you do?

Was it thsn your understanding that this was President
Kennedy®s policy?

Mr, GCoodwin. No.

The Chairman. Then what did you do whan you recelved

that information?

Mr, fGoodwin. If ! may go back for a moment, Senator,

and that is the brisfing paper invoived a very clear distinctioﬂ

-
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between thase weapons which warae ¢o be used for purposes of

personal typa side-arms, the salf-defunse attsndant to any

project and the desire for assasasination weapons which would

have consizted of machins guns.

Qur responsse to this briefing paper was immadliately to

try to review our entirs policy toward the Dominican Republic
and prepars, which we did over the next couple of waeka,

instructions to the Consul about the nature of !&turo*ralatiéns

with dissidents, because the Prezident felt that things X

might be getting out of hand, with what was happening in the |
pominican Republic. ,

So we did prepare that papar. The President had, as I
said, two great concerns. He didn’t want anybody trying to
push Trujillo over unless he knew what was going to happsn

next, bacauss he would much rather have Truiillo in there than

a Communist . lsadar. And sacondly, that the United Statas

not ba associated with any kind of violent overthrow. And in |

tha telegram that wag -= :

R A S A o

The Chairman. All right.

Now whan the Prasident teld yvou that those ware his
two concurns, what action was then taksn to implament the
President’s policy?

Mr. Goodwin. The action that was then taken was to taka |
and set aside the orlginal instructions {rom the State ;

Nepartment and at the Prasident's inatructions, 1 typed up the
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telsgram which is here in my handwriting, which was to go and
414 go, slightly zravised ¢o --
Mr, Schwarz. All right. Let me mark ths one in your
hand as Exhibit 3. .
{The documant refarrsd to
was marked &s Goodwin
Exhibit No. 3~A for

identification.)
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Mr, Schwarz., Well, let's mark them, Mr. Coodwin =~ you
know how to do this as well as I do. Make ¢them 3=p, 3I-B and
3=C.

Mr, Goodwin. In which I personally added in the courss
of rawriting ==

The Chairman. Can you identify in the Senators’ bhooks
where these documents appear?

Mr. Schwarz. Where i3 3-A?

Mr. Goodwin., This s 232 at the bottom.

{Pauss)

.This xerox of my raw, personally typewritten draft appearsa
on page 237. That's my very bad typing and handwriting.

And then paqe 256 im ths final. And the same page, 242,

WARD & PAUL

237 and 242.

The Chairman. Is 242 the final version of ths messaqge
want cut?

Mr. Goodwin. Yes.

Chairman., This is for Dearborn from State?

Goodwin. That's corract.
chairman. And by whom was the messages signed?
Mr, Goodwin. Probably the Secretary, I guess, but they

are hoth my drafts. I received a draft from the State Depart-

mant, discusssd it with the President, and &t his instructien

praparsd this redraft. I nsver would have evarridden the State

BI0 Farst Beovt, 3§ . Wanngion, D C. JO0R3

Dupartmant on my own, &and adding to it two major points aside
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from rcwqrdinq {¢€. The firnt one i on 8 different matter, and
the second one was €o #ay in the final version, "Howaver, we
must not run the risk of U.8. assoclation with political
assassinations, since tha United States as a matter of gensral
policy cannot condona assassinationg. This last principle is
overriding and most pravail in doubtful situations.”

That was insarted at the instruction of the President,
a much strongsy statement of that than occurs in the State
Department draft, and it finishes again with -~ 1t says,
“¢lasarly, &t the present time wa srs unable to transfer arms
to dissidents. 'Wa fssl that ths transfar of arms would ssrve

very littla purposa.
(The document referrsd to
was marked Goodwin
Exhibit No. 3-B for

identification.}
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The Chairman. Now you 88w this telegram and spproved i¢
befora it was ssent by Stats?

Mr. Goodwin. I wrota it.

The Chalirman. But you said that ths Stats Dapsartment
changed ths language.

Mr. Goodwin. No. They had prepared an original draft
which I changed and redraftaed, HNow that is here too, including
a note from them saying that I wasn't szatisfled with thelr
drafe,

The Chalirman. So this was your own messzqgae, then, that
you bslieved accurately reflected President Xennedy's policy?

Mr. Goodwin., It was prepared at the spacific instruction
of the President., It was shown to him befora transmission.

The Chairman. It was shown to the President?

Mr, Goodwin. Oh, yes.

Tha Chairman, Very wall.

Then, reading the first paragraph, “The President has now
approved contingency plans discussad during your stay hare
with ona major exception. You ars not o requast a pre-
signed request for help from Dominican dissident qroups.”

Mr. Goodwin. I can sexplain that, Senator.

There was a proposal made in the State Dapartmant vsrsion

that has bssn discusaed that the dissident groups, that in case

they manaqed to taks over the governmant and there was soms

kind of fighting that thay should request halp from Venarzuela,
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Columbia, & £ew of our allies and therefors we sught ¢to prepare
them in advance for such a request. The President thought that
putting such a document in their hands would amount to a
declaration of waf and wanted it struck.

The Chalrman. All right.

Than ths sscond paragraph, "We consider it essential that
you continue %o work™ == wall, bafore we go on with the sscond
paragraph, in the first paragraph you say, "The President has
novw approved contingsncy plans discumsasd during your stay here
with one major sxception.”

Now, what were thoss contingency plans that had been
discussed?

Mr. Goodwin. They have them hera, I bslieve.. I think --
this is & very thick document, whares you have a series of
contingency plans, it discusses here, “Tha paramount interast
of the United States i{s to assure that Castro-Communist
alemants not takes over.” It says Trujillo is wesk, &nd than it
is an analysis of the dissidants and their intention, the :
weakness of the Trujillo reqime, and it goes into tha covart
activities, which, I think probably ~- is that yoar principal
interest at this tima?

The Chalrman. Yes,

Mr. Goodwin. Thare's an Appendix that sets forth all the
covart activities. Racommandation A of ths United States,

not initiate the ovarthrow of Trujillo, that we inform prodl.S.
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dissldents that if they succeed on their own and form an
accaptable government we will be 9lad ¢to coms in and help them
and then the rest talke about here} waye of recognizing -~

The Chalrman. There 18 nothing in ¢that contingency
Vplan that contemplatad the assassination of Trujillo himself?

Mr. Goodwin. It contemplated only the possibility that
ha might ba assassinated, not that we would assaessinats him.

The Chairman. But {f he were 'assassinated, it would have
presumably bsen thes result of an adction by a dissident group
to overthrow his regime?

Mr. Goodwin. Yes.

The Chairman. All right,

Moving to Paragraph 2 in your message -- the President's
msssage to Mr. Dearborn, "Was consider @t ansential that you
continue to work to strengthen pro~U.5S. ssntimant among dissi-
dent groups. Your work along this 1line has been invaluable.
Howavaer, wa must pot run the risk of U.5. association with

political assassination, since the U.S5., as a mattar of gensral

policy cannot condone assassination. This last principle is !
' i

overriding and must prevall in doubtful situations.” i
tlow that language, it has been suggested by soma membsrs {

of the Committee that your concern here had to do with aveldina

any relationship that might lsad to a disclosure that the

Unitad States had indeed an inturast in or was somshow involved

in & plot to assassinats Trujillo. Becauss you say, “nowavsr

Aty

E L Eoe i
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we must not run the risk of U.8. masociation Qith politicel
assgassination, aince the U.5. ag a mattsr of gensral policy
cannot condons aszsassination. This last principle ia over-
| riding and must prevail in doubtful situations.®

Now don't thosa words at (east convey or lend themselves
to the intarpratation that your primary concarn was that the
United States should not get caught?

Mr. Goodwin., Wsll, I don't believe o, Senator, hacause

i ¢hink, to ma, the plain meaning of the words and as I

undaratood it was that we must not run the risk of U.S.
association with political assassination. That msans not
bs associstad with the process of political assassination in

any form.

maRmD & FAW

Senator Bakaer. Mr. Chalrman?
In that sama vein, if I could interrupt for just a second,

48 it trus ~=- and would Counssl prompt me =~ that the guns had

A

already besn dispatched?

d
7
i
]
5

"’!

i
e

TR

Mr. Schwarz. Certain guns.

‘Senator Baker. I'm not talking ahout how many, Fritez.
Guna had been dispatchad,

Mr. Schwarz. Nut this talagram refuses the passage of
four machine guns.

Senator Daksr., I'm not qgoing to argue with you.

just saying that guns had bsen dispatchard,

AL 0wl Birar, S T, Wavnenpton, B.C. 20003

Senator Schwaikur., What's the date of this telunran?
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Senator Baker. This was just before the assassination,
two days bsfors the assassination.

Mr. Smothers. Carbines and pistols had been dispatchad,
Machine guns were in the country but had not bsen turned over
to the dissidents.

Senator Baker. And now, in retrospect, we're not quite
surae -~ or there's no indication that the quns were actuslly
used in the assassination, although thay may have been Iin the
back seat. I8 that about the way it atacks up?

The Chairman. And the dissidentes had requested machine
gung.

Senator Baker. And the witness, or another witness, has
88id wa thought the signals for assassination afforts for
machine guns, whan in fact it would appasar that thay went ahead
with the material in hand.

Mr. Goodwin. I belisve they had additional guns of their

own. You wouldn't try it with a .38.

Ssnator Towar., I think the typs of guns ia important, |
becauses carbines or pistols wouldn*t be used in an assassination
aqgainst a heavily armad =--

Mr. Goodwin. Truiillo travalled with bodyguards in a
heravily armesd car.

Also, if I might add, Senator =--

The Chalrman. Just to undarstand what you hava said,

48 the author of this instruction and having conferred ahout
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it and having nbown it to Preaident Kennedy, are you testifying
that 1t was your understanding that the meaning of that
santence == that that sentence was intendsd to convey to Mr.
Dearborn a pt&hlbition againast involving the United States

in an assassination attempt on tha 1ife of Mr. Trujille?

Mr. &ucdwin. Absolutely. And in my firat drafe, I 4id i¢
in terms of dilmclosura and changed that, struck that phrase
about disclosure in order to make the point, &nd always at the
President's instruction, to make absolutely clear to the Consul;
bacauss I ussd’' the vary word disclosure, you can ses heras, and
I crossed it out, in my handwriting.

Mr, Schwarz. Could you read into the rscord how you
changed it?

Mr. Goodwin. Well, it's not very grammatical, it's
embarrassing. Alse, on the xerox == I can’t rsad the hand-
writing on the xerox.

'chu;ar wa &lso must not® -= something =< “permit any
danger of disclosing any U.S, assoclation with political
assassination or intervention in the Nominican Republic,”
it says or intervention. All that was struck,

Senator Baker., That sounds llke exactly what the Chatrrman
asked you. It sounds like 1t migh® be intarpreted as, please
don't get cauqght.

Mr. Goodwin. Abselutsly, which {a why 1 changed {t,

Senator, to raad “lowaver, we must not run risks of IS,

TOP SECRET




WARO & TAWV

£10 Farnt Stemel, § €, Mapvnongion, 0.C. 206013

14

15

16

17

18

association with political assassination gince the U.8., 88 &
mattar of general policy., cannot condons assassination.”
Senator Baker. I'va got to say, and ! don't mean it tc

ba critical of this witness, but on first reading of this

document, which was soms time 890, 1¢ sounded & lot to ma 1like

the Mission Imposaible opening when they say, if vou qet cnught!
the Secretary will disavow any knowledge of ¢his undertaking.

Mr. Goodwin. 1 wasn‘t familiar with the program &t this P
time. i
Senator Naker. Mor was I, at that time, !
I neud raassurance, and I think the record doss, that the
coincidance of that this ceble, this wira, going ocut, say two |
days bsfore the assassination, ' after quns in fact had been
dispatched, although not the guns they requastad, and under |
the circumstances 1t might land itself to that interprstation. |

This witness says L% Aces not. Thare {8 no evidsnce to

the contrary that I'm aware of, and T don't know that we newxl

to pursue the issues any further.

Mr. Goodwin. 1f I may, Senator --

Scnator BBakar. And it also, as Smothara points out, that !
thare uashanothar communication saying deastroy anything you'vs
got, all thoses communications excapt this cabla.

Mr. Aaron. That is standard practice. That i{s ths atandag!

practice for covert cperations.

Mr. Goodwin. My rus8ponse, Senator, is that the carbines
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and pistols were tranaferred in late January, 1960, subsequent
to an authorization of January 1Z¢h, prior ¢to Kennedy'’s takina
office. I'm not sure of the date of ths transfer. I haven't
sean any indication of tha data of that transfer. I dc know
that the President was not awars of any tranasfer of guns,

becauge he told ma hse was not aware of it, until we finally

requested & review a couple of months, a few months later, of

our complats cover: operations in the Dominlcan Republic, at
Which point we becams aware that this tranafer had occurred.
I still don‘t know tha date of that transfer,

And then it was the basis of that hriefing paper, which
obvicusly the Dominican Rapublic was not tha first matter on
Prasident Kennady's agenda when he cams into office, on the
basis of that briefing paper, he raviewasd cur policy &nd sant
this telegram,

The Chairman. And was the purpose of the teleagram to call
off any further involvement by ths United States goveramsnt in

an assassination attempt agalinst Mr. Trujillo.

Mr. Goodwin. The purpose was tc make sure the Unitad
States was not involved in any assassipnation., The purposs was

slow down that kind of over-zealousness. The President was

! not that anxious to sae Trujlllo thrown out.

Sanator Tower. That dossn't totally answer tha queastion,
Mr. Goodwin. Well, I'm sorry.

The Chairman. Well, you sse, we know, from your testimony,

TOP SECRET




watd H Fawy,

410 Faat Yvont, § € vesmengion, B.C. 20003

iz

that you had been advisad in May that certaim weapons had been
tranasferred to certain dissident groups who at lsast had
oxpressed an interaest in annnnnfnutinq Trujille.

Mr. Goodwin. Corract.

Tha Chairman. So thaerae was a connection, thes connection
baing that ths NMmarican govarnment, through the CIA, furnished
weapons to & group that had communicated ite interest, if not
its {ntention, to assassinats Trujille.

S0 then you send this message, and I'm asking you if the
massage was msant to call this off, this involvement. WwWhat
uxactly was meant? You waren't saying racover those arms,

Mr. Goodwin. No, I wasn't., No.

Thae Chalirman. But at ths sams time, vyou ware saying, doa’
tranafer the machine guns, wera you not?

Mr. Coodwin. That's right. I think the Presidant -- what
we were sayling is --

Tha Chalrman. What exactly wars you saying?

Mr. Goodwin. We were saving that we didn't want to do
anything that would involve us further, the Unlted States
further, in any effort to assassinates Trujille.

The Chairman, 1 seu. I ses.

Mr. Goodwin. PBecauss weé ware not for assaasslinstion.

Sunator Baker. Thae distinction ig ==

Senator Towsr. Well, it says here in number 3, it says,

continue to inform diasidaht slemants of U.S5. support of their
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position. So what, again the interpratation that can be drawn
from this is that we don't want to be involved, but go ahead
and have the other gquys on, because their position would be to
assassinate Trujllle, so what you are in effusct doing 1% savina,
let's don't be involved in it but let's indicate our support

for what they are doing.

Mr. Goodwin, Ws ware indicating our support for what they
wora doing on the basis of the estimate in the contingency
papar that Truiille's days were numbeared and whoaver took offic;
we wanted to bs our man, that iR corract. And 80 we were qoinq;
to support and try to retain relations and say we would supporté
which 8 not & difficult thing to do, as you know, any aqroup
that might take offics and be moderata and pro-linited Stataesn.
That was all we were intarested in, was having a pro-Amarican
governmant.

Senator Schweiker. Wall, thers are two other refaerenceas
here, Mr. Goodwin. Paragraph 3, “"In cass of assasgsination or
overthrow® == cobvicusly vou still had a reference thara, whatheé
initiatad by a pro~U.5. group or not, was atill part of ths
planning, and then back én page 3 you say, "In actual fact., we
fmal the transfer of arms would serva very little purposa and
axpose tha United States ¢to great dangar of ultimate disclosurﬁ'
in participation in an easasaination attempt," and that is
secratched out, and says "assassination attgmpt,“ meaning that

there was == &0 mg -~ some other plan afoot to assassinate
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since the ultimata would still be disclosed if you gave this,

S0 what tnterprotﬁtion? I mean, this is rift here with
assassination propositions, and ths fact that &ou have ‘ultimat;
disclosure,” fear of ultimate disclosurs of participation,
mesant that certainly thers wae something already afoot, that
ultimately would be disclosed 1f you went shesad with this
pasgs through.

Mr. Goodwin. I think what we wers saying is {f we did,
i¢ would be found out ultimataly, which means not right away,.
but later. In the case of assassination or overthrow, there
wara many groups, a continuval flow of groups, of information,
¢ that there w;ta various groups planning tc assassinate

Trujille.

wARD B Phiu

Senator Schweikar. Wall, 4if that's what it meant, than

why did you dslete it?

Mr. Goodwin., Well, I think -~

Ssnator Schweikar. If that was your interpretation, why

in fact did you delets those four words, "ultimates discloaure
; of participation?”
Mr. ficodwin., Could you tell ma what page you're reading
from?
Sanator Schwaiker. Page 3.
The very words that you interpret one way were in fact

deleted, which shows to mu that you meant tham another way, or
i

AL0 ¥ uat Biveet, W T | Mmaikenglon, B C. 20003

they wouldn't have baen daletsd, and you substitute two words
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for it.

Mr. Goodwin. Well, I mean ==

Ssnator Schweiker., 8o that you disquime that,

Mr. Goodwin. Well, thae words weare Adeleted bascause they
Wore wordse that wara going to give axactly the impresslon vou
ares talking about. By talking about ultimate disclosure, ws
ware afraid of being found out and what we didn't want was any

assoclation with the azsassination attempts, so the referance

B

to disclosurs was struck and tha words association were

.

inserted,

Ty

Sunator Schwelker. But you still call off =-- you still

¥

left the landguage, in actual fact we feel the transfer of arms

would serve very little purpose and expose the Unitad States

WMARD & PAVE
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to great danger of assocliation with assassinetion attempts.

n

That still makes ths point that you want to make, but you had

N

h

othsr languags, that says "ultimate disclosurs of participation]

which implies to me you ware concernad about othsr things you

wora doing and things that had aliready besen programmed and an |

opsration that you ware 88 much conCerned about those baina --

1

or you wouldn't have changed the language to atill say tho sams
thing with that one distinction ahout somathind else baing
afoot. 1 don't -~

Mr, Goodwin. Wegll, 1 changad it, T believe, Senatcor -- 1 i

maan it‘s hard to ba hald reaponsible for lanquane that was

B30 we? Sreprr, L€ | Pugnkongton, DL 2000E

rojected bpcauss it was lnaccurats. Ths pProblem was not ons
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of disclosure, the problem was wa did not want to be associated
with assassination. That's why I struck i¢ out,
Sanator Schweiker. You changed the language, but the first

| part of it ramained exactly ths same. In fact, we feel the

transfar of arms would serve very little purpose and sxposs 2
the United States. 5o while you changed the language, you had l
the sams condition there that you were not qoing to supply thos
arms.

Mr. Goodwin, Ws weren't, that's correct., e ware not =--

Senator Schwalker. fut why wure you not concerned about

the other language, bacause =--

|
Mr. Goodwin. Dacause the implication of the other lanquans

was that, wall, wa wers worried ahout bsing found out, whan in

WABD A PRUL

involved. So I struck the implication.

Mr. Smothers. Mr. Goodwin, why was the communlcation of

E
|
fact what the pelicy was was that wa did not want to be i
i
’
!
i
|

1 our withdrawing to Daarborn? The only way Dearborn could hava !
i baen any clossr to this plot would have bwen to bacome ona of

the dissident group. They told him evervthing thay did, down

fO0C

.+ to and including when the car was coming down tha road. And
iwa knew that, didn't we?
Mr. Coodwin., Wall, I haven't sawn any communications to
i us that naid that., 1 would not have =-- 1 mean, one of his

i instructions was to kesp in very closs contact with these

440 ot Seveet, 3 T | e prerngtnn, D T

i dissident groups. ! wouldn't hs surprised if they dropped hy
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and if they told him everything they were planning ¢o do. Dnut

it's a long jump betwesn saying you'rs going out and kiil

Truiillo and pulling it off, as many pecple tried.

But 1 was not aware, &3 [ can remamhar, that he had any
kind of detailed information.

Mr, Smothars. 1}is massages back €0 CIA, in fact, convay
those datails, don't they?

Mr, Goodwin. HNot that I saw aftar thias, when thess -~
nons of tham that --

Mr, Schwarz. Well, did you know or did you not know that
ths dissidents intended to uss thas small arms, carbines and
pistols, and other materials they had themselves, but intended

to usa the waeepons we had suppllied to assassinate Trujilic in

whHED & PAYY,

precissly the way has was, in fact, assasalinated? nid you know
that bafors you wrote the telsgram, or not?

Mr. Goodwin. No, bacausae what I'm responding to is a

o«
[
<
<
e
L
[ 8

request that says we can't do it unless we have ths machine

guns, and that's to be ussd for the assassination. He ara
saying, don't give them machina quns.

Later on they said to Dearhorn, I mean ha did tall me
ehat afterwards, T don't know whan they told him, well, wa'll
do {t, whether or not we get the machine quns. 1 mean, that
might also just bravado, or an effort to bluff us into mayinn,

well, vou might a&s wall give it to them anyway since they'ro

410 Fua? Treaad, 3 | masnengion, D €, JOO0D

going to do it. I don't know why anyons would take on
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Trujiilo with a .38, I wouldn’t have thought that, {f I thought
about it.

President Kennedy went to Paris a week or two later. Whan

the assassination actually occurred, we ware all taken by

surpriss, sc that Desarborn had detalled knowledgs of when it

was going to occur, we didn't. The Vice President -~ he callad
an amergency masting with the Vies President, a telejram was aanL
to Paris, and then ths assassination ended up gatting announcwed

by Plsrre Salinger.

b

Dut this instruction, the Prasident told me he wanted to

X

make it absolutely clear we're not getting involvaed in

!

WaRD & Tawy

assassinations.

L
oY

Ssnater Mondalae. Mr. Goodwin, the racord shows =~ I think
you've testified to this =-- that toward tha end of the Eisanhowey

Administration, thay decidsd to nupply‘arms ¢o this dissident

c
o
o
o
ey

group and assist in the assassination of Mr., Trujillo. Then,

7

. as thuse documents show, a4t soms point very near to the tims

. that Mr. Truiillo was actually assassinated, a telegram was

Mol

i sent to our Consul saying, we don’t want to be assoclated with i

1 this. |
Why didn't we also say stop it, tell thase pgople not

E to procsed further, in light of the fact that they may have

thought, because of praviocus history, that their efforts to

P8 P oyt Bavemd, 5 0 | ashengren, DO

" assassinate Trujillo had our bhlessing? In othar words, thare

| is still & pisce missiny, in my opinion, that should have
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Sanator Towaer. N?lx, the nuxt line says, "Continue to
inform dissidents of U.8, support for thair position.”

Senator Mondale. In othar words, {? I ware ons of those
dissidents and I qguot that from ths United States pursuant to
this earlier agreament, I would feel ancouraged to belisve that
I had the support of the United States in killing Truiillo, and
that wo waren't exactly nsutral in that, at least, our govern-
ment was not really neutral, that it sncouragsd them.

It f{s true that they didn't gat the machine guns, and it
is true, apparently that what you understood wss that thay
wanted the machine guns for assassination and thay wanted the
other weapons for personal defanse, but thers was still, it
would Beam o0 ma, reason for tham to balisva that they had our
gsupport. I

Why didn*t we say or communicate to tham we want you to
stop and we don't want this man assasasinated, and wa want you
to know that we will have nothlng to do with {¢&7?

Why wasn't that final =- I just want ¢to make ona mors

point -=

There was & similar telegram sent just bafore Diem was
assassinated -~ now thusa are entirely different matters, and

I appreciates that -- but it always seems to me that 1f wa're

:Wofriqd about human 1ifs, if wa're worried about correctine 4

policy that may have sst a ponsibls assassination in motion,
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the way to really disassociate it is to say stop, and that is
really what T don‘t undarstand.

Mr. Goodwin. Well, let me say, Senator, first of all,
that the question of assassination now is paramount in people’s
minds. Thare ' i8 no doubt that we hoped that Trujillo would. ha
overthrown, Not only was their no doubt, but there was a
unanimous vote of the Organization of American States that it
ba ostracized and sanctions imposed with the hops that it
might happan. And that occurred aver bafore we took office and
we wWars in full aqgrasemsnt with l¢,

There are papers hare which talk ahout the svent of a coup

: of how you're going to get Trujilio some monsy to get him out

of the country. Assassination waa always a posasibility, but

a coup d'stat, a favolution or a civil war of soms kind, a whole
range of possibilities. And we did, in fact, believe that
Trujillo was going to be overthrown one way or another and

not necessarily, or esven in paramount in our minds, by assaasi-

| nation because -- in fact, 1%t would ssem at that time toc he tha
C most difficult thing of all to do. He was heavily guardad and

protected, ordinarily., Thay knew mors about it than wa did.

And when that happened, which we favorad that happuened,

becauss wa falt that the «¢ftablishment of a democratic raglme

% {n ths Dominican Republic was somsthing not only bansficial to

the United States and to our policiss. I mean, when woe'ras

'talkinq about Trujlllo he was not ~-- I mean, ahout human 1ife,
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: these dissidents who have avery raason to beslisve from past

{ history that we may bs supporting the overthrow, including

their country, and they could deal with Truji{llo as thay wantad

P to. It was not going to be us that dsalt with him {n.this

i PTIX S fphe
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ths man wae not only a Fascist, but he was & murderer. N usad
to have a freszer room in thae back of his house whers hs would
take people and show tham the bodies of snemies.

But in any event, that's none of our concern, but our rasal
concarn was that this was regarded as &n inevitability and we
wanted to be associated with the new goverament.

Senater Monduls. I undarstand, but the arqument is mads
with respect to that last telaqram that (¢ was a fig leat

teleqgqram daesigned t0 gover our tracks should assessination ocqu

' and you arque, and I think persuasively, that you intended much

!

mors than that, you intended to make (¢ clear that we wers not f

| supporting the assassination, that machins quns wasre not golna |

to be used.
If that was our intent, and I take it that 1t was, why

we didn‘t wa go onw step further and say pleass communicate to

assassination, that we oppose the assassination of Mr. Truiillo.

Wouldn't that make it vary clear then that we were out of

" the busipess?

i
!
I
Mr, Goodwin. T don't know. Tt would have made it, I l

Bupposs, Claarer to them. On the other hand, I think, it's l
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Senator Mondale. Yeah, but ses, if we were completsly
neutral 1'd sgrase with that. If thsy wanted ¢to assassinate
Trujillic that'as their business. I aqree with i, ¢hat's none
of our businuss,

But I think wa were already implicated. 1It's sort of like
being {n a ecriminal conspiracy and then pulling out tha day
before tha job is done and not telling anyhody. It sgeme to
ma you should say, boys, I'm ocut and I don't want you to do it.

The Chairman., I’'ve changed my mind.

Sanator Mondala. That's why I don't undsratand.

Senator Daker. It's sort of like the aituatlion that's
been described to us whara pesopla wara bevond control and you

couldn’t communicate with tham after the forces had haun sst

WMABRD B PAWVL

in motion.

Mr. Goodwin. Well, may I tall you, I don't know that thers

aver was any statement that those quns that were authorized on

(e
<
Loy
C
oy
Ly
[N

Januvary 12th, sithsr in ths authorization or subsequant, for
! the purposes of assassinatlion or otharwisa.
Mr. Schwarz. Well,.thoere were :scores of those;
:'and whoethar they rasached you or not is a ssparats and impourtant

.'quudtiOu, but thare are four or five axamplas of commualcation

L evnergtne DL MODE

to the Agancy, and I think passued on to ths Stats Dspartmant,

and that thosa guns were to be used for an assasaination effort

T AR T S B e

" whathsr or not the machine guns wers obtained.

R0 ¢ wet Boreet, 5 €

Senator Hondala. Well, you sae, that could be important,
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becausa if your understanding was as you have just described
than the toiagrnm maekes more sense. But {f ia fact we were
implicated, &8 I understood eariier in assazssination attempts -~
The Chairman., Fritz, look at the way Dasrborsm is. 1
think it's very important to undsrstand this matter, to look
at the way Dearborn apparsntly understood the ims¢truction. He
was the one to whom 1¢ was given, and he wires back, having
received the Ilnatruction, the following =- now this is at Tah
J, book 2 of 2, the sacond J.
1t saya -- firat of all, do you have that, Mr, Goodwin?

HMr. GCoodwin. Yes, 1 do.

The Chairman., It says: "One, I believe ws can hold pro-iinite [

2
L)

States dissidents, &lthough with soma grumbling on the basis
sst forth."” Now you'ra not likely to hold them if you tsll
tham you're no longsr connected with thair schems and Mr.

Daarborn had not been inatructed to tsll them that,

o

H

:

&

@

H
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.
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L
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“Two, following our obssrvations for Department and CAS

| conasidurations, A) if attempt is made by United States' friands

! to assassinate Truiillo, there will be accusations against us

|

|

‘ |
i and the best wa can do is sas there i3 no proof.” i
Senator Baker. To sae thsre i3 no proof. i

The Chairman. "The greatest danger polint {s Thomas Stockard.

He was given a small number of arms by dissident agents to hold

i
several days and has told several persons dissidents obtained $

Q10 8 wat Wrrewrt, S T Rarhngien, O ¢ PO00T

thesa Ltems from Consulats. Stockard told me saying, I have
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informed him this cennot be trus or I would know and whan he
racqquested me supply arms through him for dissidents, I told
him it was impoasible. e tis graater danger bescause of
parsonal ambliterment against CAS, a matter of which CAS head-
quarterg iam fully informed.”

Than he ¢o0ss on to say that "since local CAS is now to
sngage mainly in intelllgence collection and reporting, 1
recommand urgent transfar from tha Dominican Republic of thres
CIA officers. If elmmering assassination plot should materizlie

they would be in danger and might bavpickad up for Truijillo-

! ¢type questioning. This is eaaily avoidable hy quick transfer

nOW. Thusa three have esndgaded in fully authorized activity
which, L1f uncovered, could put the United States {n bad publie
position. Thers is still considerable job in counterespionaqe
and the collection and reporting e&nd nesed to follow GODR,
fostar Laftist activities.”

How thare's & vote On.

I read this bhecauss it suggusts thiat Mr. Dsarborn gdt &

f difterent message than thu one you say you intended to send.

{h brief recess was taken.)
Thae Chairman, Let's go back on the record.

Mr, Goodwin. Waell, that paraqraph, to ma, Senator,

:chraqraph A == I am not sures whether his interpretation of

instructions, or at lsaat in spscifics, seems to bs claar.

le says that he has informed them that he cannot supply arms

TOP SECRET
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to the dissidents, and that {8 what i8 what Kennedy, ¢f course,
had Baid in the telsgram. And the requast had besn to know
whathe? or not he could supply arms.

S50 that 1 see from that point of view, I am not sure,

quite clsar, in what way ha misinterpreted the talegram.

The Chairman. Well, let‘s go down == § don't think he
has misintsrpretad his instructions not ¢o supply more arms.
That's clear enough. But i{f you go down to B == afa you with
Ma now?

Mr. Goodwin. Yas.

The Chairman. "Since local CAS" <= T guass that should
bs Chief of Station ~- “Since lecal Chisf of Station, than® --
and that would bs CIA Chiaef of Station -~ "Since locsl Chiaf
of Station is now to angaqe mainly in intelligence collection
and roporting, I recommand urgent transfer from Dominican
Rapublic of three CIA officers., If simbaring assassination plot
should materialize” -- now that in itaelf, if I may digress a
moment, suggssts that in Dearborn's opinion assassination miqht{
be imminent. For he says "If simmering assassination plot

should matarialize, they would be {n danger and might bu plokaed

: up for Trujillo-type gquastioning., This is esasily avoldable by

| qulck transfsr now." -- again the indication of his fsseling

that an assassination might ba {mminent, othsrwiss, why tranafar,

‘ tham. "Thesa three have wnqgagad in fully authorized activitius

TOP SECRET
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peaition.”

Now' I would read thoss words &8 meaning that Mr. Dsarborn
anticipatad at lai5§ the real possibility of assassination
attempts in the immedlates future and that he was rescommendinc
that those CIA officers that had been connacted with having
supplied weapons should bs taken ocut of the Dominicam Rapublic
right away.

Mr. Goodwin., Well, T would agree with & good part of that,
Swnator, althouqgh I think that thers were assassination plots E
gimmering in ths Dominican Rapublic and now, and of courss this
in fact took place, And I think he was concerned that the
assassination would bs unsuccessaful, that Trujillo would plck

4
up the Amaericans and find out not simply ahout the transfer of

guns but thes whola range of covert activities that they had
heen engaged in, torture them and perhaps kill then,

And he thought the safest thing to do, with this thing in
the alr, was €0 get them out of the country. Theare was nothinq'
1 think, in the telsgram that was sent to him that daniss the
possibility that Trujillo might be assassinated or that therse
might be an attsmpted assassination, which is the purport of
Dwarborn's, bucause if the assassination was successful, thers
was no nsad to gat the CIA out,

The Chairman. . But thers is somathing more, really. If
the possibility of assassination was a long continuing thina,

elways on tha mind of Daarborn, why doss he raspond to this
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' right and he was dolng his job wall.

| the teleqram, is that I sat in the office with President

k Kennedy who instructed ma to draft & telengram to say that hae

I.wantsd nothing to do with political assassinations, which I
did, so it's not a mattsr of interpretation, bacause he cannot

,‘teatify to that matter, 80 {t's not a quastion of reading the

instruction by saying, get these man out now?
Mz, Goodwin. Well I think obvicusly these psoplae had
relaysd to him that thay're goling to try to make the attempt

anyway, with or without the machine gquns. Ila thought the attemp

" might be ebortivae, and if so, ha thoucht that all Americans or

peopla that worked for him or with him would be in dangsr.
The Chalrman. Then you would have to agres with ma,

wouldn't you, that in his opinion, NDearborn‘'s opinion, he had

evidence that suggssted ¢o him that an assassination attempt

was fimminant.
Mr, Goodwin. I think that's clear. Yem, T ¢think it was.
The Chairman. And ha took this sufficlently serious %o

recommend getting the three CIA agents out without further

Mr. Goodwin. I think that’s right. That's absolutely

truws, bascause I think he believed that thers was a serious

t
|
|

attempt in the offing, a8 indsed there was, and he was absolutsl

I would like to say, if I might go back, that in terms of

text so much as deciding whether or not !'m telling the truth
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about that instruction.

Mr. Schwarz., Assuming that you are telling the truth -~

Mr, Goodwin. Thank you.

Mr. Schwarz., Ws hava to explore whethsr somsthing went
'7wronq in tha communication process, and 1 want to put some
information in front of vou and then see if you can halp us
explain what, if anything, want wrong.

Would you show him Exhibit 2-A.

Now Exhibit 2-A is & cable dated March 20th from the Agency
in the nominicné flepublic to the Agency in Washington., And

reading -in Paragraph 3, it dsscribes the way in which -~ it

hfsdgacribus a plot.

f
l

g fiva M-3's or comparable machins guns and 1509 rounds
f

In Paragraph 4, it says the followina: “To do, thay need

ammunition for personal defense in evant fire fight. Will use

4 quiet weapons for basic job." Now ths basic job is apparently
i

ﬂ the assassination.
1
. Now again, ware you told -- now, in Exhibit 1, you were

. told in the briefing on covert action by the CIA that the

i
W carbines and the pistols had besn passed for personal defense
[
i

'wgapons and not to do the basic job, as this telagram indicates.

ﬁ My, Goodwin. That's correct. That's what it says.

Mr. Schwarz. . Right. ! understand that,

: Now, what I &m trylng to understand {s, i{n tellina you that
0
ﬁ tha wsapons had basun passad for paraonal defense purposas, do

T
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you think that is consistent, ~ is candid, in light of the
fact that the Agancy had besn told that other wsapons warae

going to be used for the basic job, that is the assassination.

e

Mr. Goodwin. Well, thera are saveral communications

P )

R
Pt

ragarding the weapon details of the plan and thay are obviously.

if

e

inconsistunt.
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Mr. Schwarz, Thay are.

o

Mr. Goodwin, The telegrams say {t, but on the othsr hand,

e
Ty
W

a carbine or pistol 4is hardly a quiet weapon. I mean, I woulrd

regard that as maying I am qgoing to strangle him. And if

you're going to hava a fire {ight with machine quns, I mean
in other words, it muwams to mas that somebody is interprstting

what they say, or thsy might have had five or six different

4

mARG @ Phish

plans.
The requast that came to the White louse, finally, was

| very spacific, and this is too, that additional wasapons are

7 6 N no

naaded in order to carry out an assassination plot. I mean,

i howaver you read this, thsy do say they need additional weapons
. to carry off an assassination. And tha*t {s what tha Prasiden;
i;at that point had in mind on May 13th, arcund May 13th, about

the original tranafer, which was not pursuant to any polley thnti
 he had gstablished or any directions that *hes had givun. 1mmediatélr
‘ sald, you know, make it clear to Dearborn that we're not qat%in

{nvolved i assassinations., Thay can do what thay want, but

410 Fayt Stivwed, 5 € | monengmon, D €. 70003
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i we ars not going to gat iuvolvad,. 1
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Senator Mondala. In othar words, the President was
advise& by you that there was an assasaination plot in which we
were implicated and he told you that we don't want any part of
it and you are ¢to mend & mesgsage on his authority saying that,
end that is what you thought you had donwu?

Hr. Goodwin. T would phrase it &8 little bit differently,
Senator, which is to say 1 would aay there were psople who
wanted ¢o assassinata Trujillo toc whom we hed given some guns
and his rasaponss was probably liks, ycu mean some fdiot gave

them gunas? I saild, yes. He sald <= this {s a paraphragse --

you know, if you knew Senator Kennedy, or President Kennedy,

! 1 maan, ha said, well, let’s maka it clsar. and if you compars .

my draft with the States Dapartment draft, I was overridina, as

- they point out, bscause thelr draft says, we're trying to qst
‘ this message through but wa're blockasd by Mr. Goodwin and have

. to send his messaqe instead. Thay would rathar hlame ma, of

courga, than the President.

it is clsar that the straeass is changed to make it clear

. that the President wants nothing to do and cannot condons

assassination. It does not say cannot condone balng caught at

‘ assassination, it says cannot condone assassipation. And .1 id’

J ehat hascauswy ha told ms to 40 that.

The Chairman. And you have characterized the Kannedy

< policy as ones of gettinn ths governmant no furthar {avelve!

becauss thers had basn a paat involvemant? la knew that an?
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you knew that, to the extent that weapons had bheasn furnished

diassident groups who had asxpressed an i{ntersst in assassinating

Prugrs (Aras IV PE4-E000

Trujillo. And your {ntention hare in sanding this telegram
5 wag to convey to Mr. Dearborn that tha Kennedy Administration
wanted no furthsr i{nvolvament iﬁ thig ==

Mr., Geodwin. That'a right. Ws found =-- ths Praesident
found out on May 1l3th that pursuant to the authorization that
, precesdad his coming into office that a couple of carbinmsa and

platols had besen transferred in order to mount a msgior asaault

on & govaernmant that had lastad for thirty years, and lt sesmed
‘{at that point like & formidable threat to Truilllo.
He wanted to make it absolutely clear whan he found out

that anybody who wantad to assagsinata Trujillo in the Dominican

MARD & Pawy

!

: Republic that thaey ware golng to do it on their own, the

N

0

United States would have nothing to do with it and we give out

' no more weapons and - ¢this is why hs 8aid wa 4o not want ¢o

{
. condone assassination or has assoclated with {¢. And that's why

‘I wrote the telegram that I drafted that's in my handwriting.

ToOOY

Sanator Towar. Well, may I ask you, thean, what you
" inturpratted the meaning of the first sentence in number 3,
"“Continue to inform dissident mlements of U.S. support for :

. their position?”

Mr, Coodwin. Thay were -~ thair position was that, what

!
§
I
|
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E'thay regarded a8 that Trujlillo should be overthrown and ranlacet’
(]

|
,_!ﬁby a moderats govarnmant. Wa supported that position, as did
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the other members of the Organization of American States, and

we wanted to make it very clear that we d4i4 support that

position, and we wished tham well {m thelr «fforts tc sstablish
that position and if they did we would recoqnize thair govern-
mﬁnt and sand tham assistance, which we digd.

Az a mattar of fact, we took much greater efforts to
got rid of Ramfes Trujillo in the six months that followed ths
assassination than anything that preceeded it, including brinaing

the Amsrican fleat practically into the harbor at Cuidad !

Trujille at the diraction of the Secretary of Dafanse. fnatand !

of carbines and pistols, ws brought in daatroyers, alrcraft

. carriers and Marine battalions sc that thay would know what
 the consaquenceas might be if they didn't get out when they aot

. out,

If I might make one mores point, Senator, 1f I may, is that

! ¢he countries of South America are full of quns sent thare
by the American government ¢o be used to kill thousands of
]

; people over the last several decadass, and with ths lone

sxception of both revolutionariea from undarneath and armies

¢ from on top -- of courss you'rn well-acquainted with that --
sant knowing that they would be used to kill psople in intsrnal
, 4 struggles. The only distinction in this case 1s that Trujillo

. happened to bs the head of State, which is a practical

" distinction, but you could hardly make a moral ons.

Senator Bakaer. Mr., Chairman, could 1 ask a quasticn in

TOP SECRET




000

H

MASD & PARuL

430 € art Sraewt L €| Asihongtos, D 2DOD3

that raspeact?
Tha Chalrman. Well, I am not sure I agrse with thae:

although that is a philosophical argumant.

Sanator Raker. Ara you talling us, Mr. Goodwin, that

agszssination, not of heads of stats, but assassination of
lasser flgureas was & common, ordinary occurrence in South
America at ths behsat of America or with Amserican support?

Mr., Ooodwln., Ne, I am talking about that we supply arms
to rovelutionary qrouph or to armed groups which we did in
say Dolivia, or somstimes to thes government itzelf, or in Chile
we gave assistanca of various kinds to dissident groups with
the knowledge that our assistance would hs used in internsl
strugqlas,

1 don't have to usas the word assaasinations.

Ssnator Baker. But how about for internal struggles, then,
as opposed to assassination?

My, Goodwin. Wall, this {8 an in¢arnal struqggle in the
Dominican Republic.

The Chalirman. I think you racognize the distinction,
becduss it is well=dafined in our criminal laws. There is
a diffurence baetwesn first degras murder and manslaughter.
Thers 18 supposed to connote a cartain dif!eranCy in moratl
connoatations, and undartaking dellbarate action that is

targetted againat a particular parson with the lntantion of

i murdsring that person is nermally regarded under our criminal
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laws as tha most reprashensible kind of homicide and tharefors

definted as murder ' in the first degree. S0 there mast bs gsoms

gradation thara.

Mr. Coodwin. Well, there are qradations, althouah 1 do
I‘think that many of the activities against, Bay, someone like
Allende or others are aqually targettsd in Latin American
countries and not just gensral conflict or the killing of
particular = Maxicans, of ' course, traditionally go out and
shoot down leadsrs of new guarrilla groups or insurqents, but ‘
not necessarily with our guns. A i

The Chalrman. DBut in any event you're not testifying hare
to your cartaln knowladge the United States govsrnment participa

ted in &n assessination attempt or assigting in an &smassina-

AN & PAL

tion attampt’ --

subject, what was the natural end consequence of our acts.
In any asvent, [ do want to return to this.

This was -~ clearly Presidant Keannedy was much closar to

)
]
]
[
Mr. Goodwin. No, I don‘t have any deep knowledge of that ,
i
¢
b

¢

yours,
Hr. Schwarz. After the Trujillo assassination' took place,

President Kennedy was in Paris and as one of the documants wa

looked at indicatas, thers was a meeting at which Vice Prealdﬂnte

Johnaon was interasted in finding out what had happened and you

1had a rovisw of this, and discusssad in that review that the

B1D F el Yhewtt, S § | Washengion 5.0, 00032

wgapons had been passed, ths small arms and the machine guns
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hadn't besn passed and the assassination oceurrad.

Néw, after that raview, ware any steps taken to make, as
a matter of more gensral, governmental pelicy, the policy which
is expressed in the telegram you drafted ae Praesident Kannady‘~
instruction?

Mr. Goodwin. ©Not to my knowladq;.

(A brief rucess was taken.)

The Chairman. Do you have any more questions?

Mr., Schwarz., 1 don't hava any more quastions.

The Chairman. Do you have any other matters that you

can tell us about the Truiillo assassination for ocur enlighten-

mant?

Mr. Goodwin. On tha assassination?

The Chairman. On the assassination.

gr. Goodwin. I don't think so, but let ms read through
all of this, and when I coms back the next tima; I might havs
somathing elsae, if I can find anything else in thare -- I do
think this is pretty complate,

Tha Chairman. Wa will axpect to hear you aqain =sarly next
Weuk, on the Cuban phass of your testimonv.

My, Goodwin. And Duvallier.

The Chairmen. Mr. Dannin, thay've bsan .~ all nighe,

'would lika to ask two quastiors.

Mr. Dannin. Wall, whan vou seild thera ware no moras

quesstions, I just ralsad thy possibility and you discussad {t
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about mgatings hald after the assassination back in Washington
when Mr. Dearborn cama back as well as those meetings held
after the assassination bsfors he came back, at which the
whola matter.was discussed, initially with Vice Presidunt
Joﬁnson prasiding and ultimately, the last onm, with President
Kannedy.

Mr., Goodwin. That's right. Ws had, of courss, a sarias
of wmargenclez. Wa had an emsrgency meeting, and cabled the
Prusident who was in Paris, and the first mattar on our mind
was how to kesep Ramfes Trujillo, who was the son of Trujilloe,
from taking over, and we didn't know whare hs was, at flrst,\
it took us awhiles to find out that he was in Paris, which at
least {ndicated, Senator, that {f thay were planning lt, it
waan't dons in a very comprahanaive fashion, and wa found he
wag in Paris and we wantad to stop him from returning, to
detain him, but it was too late. DNy the tims ws found out, he
had already chartered an Alr France jet and was on his way to
Cuidad Trujillo, and I belisve thers was somg affort mada to
b}uff him off by sending messages to ths plans {n flight,
diverting it to soms Amurican ailrport, but he didn't do that.
and he landad and took over., And 1 ¢hink the principal aim of
our policy from that point on was how to qgsat him and his uncle,

Hactor -- and I forget tha othar fellow's nama -- ocut of there

80 that the kind of modarats governmant that ws wantad could

| bu installed.
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And John Martin was sent down to talk to him and to makae

various inducements like hs could take his money out, it was

Brgas (Aeee 302) B4-BO0E

discussed that 1f he would leave peaceably, but what finally
happenad was whaen McNamara moved the fleet in over the horizon
and an Ailr Force Gensral bombed the palace, that was the end,
he got on his boat and left.

The Chairman. Alr Force Cunsral?

Mr. Goodwin. A .Dominican Air Forcs General.

fte decided that was an sagsler targst than the Ametican
float.

The Chairman. ias tha bombing done at gur instruction?

Mr. Goodwin, No, I don't bulleve so. I was tryina to

remambur that, but T don't baliave ‘it was. As 1 remember,

WARD & Pavy

it was quite a surprise to us that this fallow had takan ths
inftiative, The moving of the fleat was intendad as sort of
a threat that 1if thsy didn't gst out we might come in and get
them. Thera was no, howeVer, no, at that point, no country
attemptad to do that, justlto scara them., And the fleet was

actually chewsred in the Dominican Republic, a very rare

O.C 0o0d

occasion,

But this Air Force Genaral did, and then ha tried to make

R TITEN P,

himself dictator and two of his own officers arrestad him., Thay

all had bheen trained in Amsrican military schools.

1
i
f

Mp. Gchwarz. To complets thy racord on the rasponsa %o

B0 Py Siepwr S E

the taeleqram  We had NDearborn‘s ramaction. . W& will read into
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ths record tha cable back from the CIA Chief of Station in

response t0 the telegram ' 'Mr. ficodwin drafted.

Assume -- reafarance B, that's the telegram, “Final word

on present policy in which XUDARX"™ ~«= that's CIA == “work hare

must be based. Para 2 and Para 5, that  rafarance, are for
practiéul purposes restraat from previocus policy. Howavar,
Headquartars awaras extent to which ODYOKE" that i3, the United
States ~~"already assocliatad withgﬁﬁgﬁﬁga -~ ¢that ia the
assassination of Trujillo. == "4{f ws are to at lesast try ‘covsr
up tracks' KUDARK parsonnasl directly involvad 1nﬁﬁé§ﬂﬁiﬂ

preparations must be withdrawn now.”

1 don't know 4f that marits comment or not. It just

happens to be how it was interpratted hy CIA,

wanD & PHwt

A

Dearborn's own dilsappointment that ~-=

I
i
Mr. Goodwin. I think lt'g accurate and {t alsoc raflects l
|
|

Mr, Schwarz. CIA.

Mr. Goodwin. CIA's disappointment, which is understAnd;blu.

The Chairman. Any further quastions? i

Senator Tower? g

Mr. Smothars?

Mr. Smothmrs. Mr. Chairman, I1°'d rathar wait ti11 thes return
W of the witness,

The Chairman. Yus,

Let's make certain tha® Mr., Goodwin has an opnportunity teo

410 Font Steeet, 3 €, Bovrunginn, B L J0003

mest with tha staff so that the pertinent documents that will
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up in connection with our interrogation oa Castro will be

raviewsd. Wa're not intarssted in any kind of sntrapment. We
want you to be fully awara of whatevar documantation we have
g0 you can help enlighten us of your understanding of the
policy at the time.

Mr. Goodwin., And whatever I bring I can give to you and .
then duplicate it.

Mr., Schwarz., Well, shall we plan, for safety, on the
staff seeing you on Wednssday morning and having your testimonv
Hednasday aftarnoon, or could you ba here by Tuesday?

Mr., Goodwln. Well, sinee I'm going to Rumford, Maine and
getting tha things out, I think it will be safer Wednesday,

that's not too inconvanient.

RAWD Hh PAUL

The Chairman. Wednesday?

All right, Thank you very much.

(#hereupon,. at 6115 o'clock p.m., the hsaring was recesnad,l

to reconvena at .8330 o’'clock a.m., Friday, July 11, 1973.)
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