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1940-4T

1947

1948

1952

1959

1961
February
(approx.)
EarlylFeb.
Mid-April

OP SECRET

'WILLIAM HARVEY

Short Chronology*

Counterespionage work as FBI agent
Joined CIA as head of Soviet Intelllgence Branch

Deputy A351stant Director, Offlce of Spec1al Operations

" (which became DDP)

Chief of Station, Berlin (Berlin Tunnel operation)

Became Chief of Foreign Intelligence staff Division D
(FI/D) which handles communications intelligence and
sensitive methods of obtaining it (e.g., surreptitious
entries)

. BISSELL (DDP) asks HARVEY to establish an EXECUTIVE

ACTION cgpability under project ZRRIFLE. Harvey claims
Bissell said he had been "twice urged by the White
House" to establish such a capability. Bissell and

‘Edwards separately brief Harvey on the Phase I assassina=-

tion plot run by Sheffield EDWARDS and James O'CONNELL
(Office of Security) which involved criminal syndicate
connections.

,,[In early February Edwards had the POISON PILLS tested;

in late Februsry-early March the pills were sent 1nto
Cuba by O'Connell through Roselli ]

HARVEY uses agent QJWIN (recruited earlier by ARNOLD_F
SILVER for use in an assassination operation against
LUMUMBA) as the prlnciple asset for ZRRIFLE.

Accordlng to Dr GUNN (Office of Medical Serv1ces)
HARVEY asked about the pills he tested. - Gunn briefed
Harvey, who told him to brief SIDNEY GOTTLIEB about

fechniques but not targets.

Bay of Pigs invasion fails; JFK'appointsyTaylor

Committee. EDWARDS halts or suspends PHASE I.

* Most of the reference to Cuba or Executive Action came from the 1967

IG Report
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1961 (cont'd)

November 15

November 29

1262
February T

February 9

Apfil 8-9

April 10-1k

© April 18-19

April 21

Late April

April

s
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TOP BECRET

Beginning of PHASE II: BISSELL instructs HARVEY to
apply the ZRRIFLE assassination capability to Castro.
Harvey takes over the criminal syndicate contacts
developed in Phase I. HARVEY is told by HELMS that he
is to take over the CIA Cubs task force.

MC CONE replaces Allen Dulles as DCI

EDWARDS meets with FBI to ask them not to prosecute .
the Rowan wiretap case because of CIA concern

HEIMS (DDP nominee) authorizes HARVEY to handle |,
ZRRIFLE project with unvouchered funds. ' ’

HARVEY, ROSELLI, O'CONNELL, and perhaps MAHEU meet
in New York to plan Phase II. (Harvey disputes
0'Connell's recollection that Maheu was there and
knowledgeable of Phase II.) Both Edwards and Harvey

~ check with HELMS before the meeting is arranged.
Harvey begins regular reporting to Helms on Phase II.

Harvey says he toock over an 'ongoing operation" from

0'Connell.

" HARVEY, ROSELLI, and O'CONNELL meet in Miami. At

this point Roselli is using Tony VARONA and 'MACEO"
as contacts with Cuba rather than Trafficante.

Pills are delivered to Harvey in Washington.

HARVEY passes the pills to ROSELLI in Florida.
Roselli was to give the pills to Varona, who had an
asset in Cuba with access to Castro's restaurant.

HARVEY, with help of Ted SHACKLEY (Chief of JMWAVE
station in Miami), loaded arms and equipment in a
U-Haul truck which was left in a parking lot for
Rogelli, who delivered it to a Cuban contact.

HARVEY is told by EDWARDS that the "tacit approval
of the DCI should be obtained if Roselli was to be
used any further. Harvey told Edwards that Roselli
would not be used any more. (According to Edwards'
memorandum of 5/1L4/75.)
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1962 {cont'd)

Throughout May

May T
May 1k
June
June 21

August 10

August 13

August 1k

‘Septenmber
October

1963

February

TOP SECRET

~ Intense contact between HARVEY and ROSELLI. Roselli

reports that pills are in Cuba at the restaurant
frequented by Castro awaiting the opportunity to use
them.

EDWARDS and HOUSTON brief ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT F.
KERNEDY on PHASE I of the assassination operation.

Edwards tells HARVEY of the briefing of RFK. Harvey
says that he briefed HELMS about this and advised
against briefing McCone (DCI) or Carter (DDCI); Helms
agreed.

DONOVAN negotiates for return of Bay of Pigs prlsoners.

ROSELLI tells HARVEY that VARONA has sent three men to
Cuba to recruit others for the pill plot.

Special Grdup (Augmented) meets on OPERATION MONGOOSE.
HARVEY said that McNAMARA raised the subject of
assassinations at this meeting.

General LANSDALE'S memorandum assigns to HARVEY the
drafting of an outline of intelligence, political,
economic, and paramilitary activities for the
implementation of MONGOOSE. The task includes
planning for splitting the regime, including liquida-
tion of leaders”

HARVEY writes a memorandum to DDP HELMS saying that

he adv1sed Lansdale's aide FRANK HAND. to excise the
words "including liquidation of leaders" from the
LANSDALE memo because of "the inadmissibility and
stupidity of putting this type of comment in writing

in such a document". Harvey_also tells Helms that

he has “careful notes on McNamara's discussion of
assass1nation at the Special Group meeting of August 10.

Pills still in place; HARVEY learns that VARONA is
ready to send another team to Cuba.

CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS

HARVEY and ROSELLI agree in Los.Angeies to call off
the operation, although not to break prec1p1tously

" with VARONA.

DocIdi?32423490 Page 6



TOP LECRET

‘ 1963 (cont'd)

June HARVEY and ROSELLI have last dinner in Washington
v : and are observed by SAM PAPICH of the FBI, who has
ROSELLI under intensive surveillance. Harvey asks
Papich to let him know if HOQVER is going to call
_ McCONE. Harvey briefs Helms and Helms agrees not
to brief McCone unless it appears that McCone will
receive a call from Hoover

Augﬁst‘lé Spurred by a Chicago newspaper story of the same
day, HELMS sends McCONE the Edwards memo of 5/1L4/62
of the RFK briefing.

October CIA coordination with AMLASH assassination plotting
begins. .

HY 50955 DﬂcId733242349ﬂ Page 7



.0P SECRET

WILLIAM HARVEY

Short Chronology®

Biographical

1940-47 | Counterespionage work as FBI agent

1947 - Joined CIA as head of Soviet Intelligence Branch

1948 Deputy Assistant Director, Office of Special
Operations (which became DDP)

1952 Chief of Station, Berlin (Berlin Tunnel operation)

1959 Became Chief of Foreign Intelligence staff Division
D (FI/D) which handles communications intelligence
and sensitive methods of obtaining it (e.g.,
surreptltlous entries)

1960

August 16 DR. EDWARD GUNN (Office of Medical Services)
recelves box of Cuban cigars to be treated wlth
lethal poison. (21)

1961

Late January EDWARDS and O'CONNELL ask for development of

(approx.) POISON PILLS (24) _

February BISSELL (DDP) asks HARVEY'to establish an EXECUTIVE

(approx.) ACTION capability under project ZRRIFLE. Harvey's

notes are quoted as saying that Bissell said he
had been '"twice urged by the White House" to
establish such a capability. (37) Harvey is
briefed, probably by both BISSELL and EDWARDS, on
the Phase I assassination plot run by Sheffield
EDWARDS and James O'CONNELL (Office of Security)
which involved criminal syndicate connections. (37)

HARVEY uses agent QJWIN (recruited earlier by
ARNOLD SILVER for use in an assassination operation
against LUMUMBA) as the principle asset for ZRRIFLE.
(38) ' -

- Edwards has the POISON PILLS tested. (25)“

® Page references in parentheses are from the 1967 Report of +the Inspector
General of the CIA.

v
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1961 (cont'd)

Early Feb.

Late Feb.

March-Early April

Mid-April

November 15

November 29

1962
February

Febfuary T
February 19

April 8-9

April 1k

April 18-19

@:,.
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‘TOP SECRET

According to Dr. GUNN, HARVEY asked about the
pills he tested. Gunn briefed Harvey, who told
him to brief SIDNEY GOTTLIEB about techniques
but not targets. (27)

Pills given to ROSELLI by QO'CONNELL are passed

to TRAFFICANTE. (27) ROSELLI reports to O'CONNELL
that pills reached ORTA in Cuba. ORTA returns
pills in couple weeks. (27)

O'CONNELL. gives pills and money to ROSELLI who
passes them to VARONA. (32)

Bay of Pigs invasion fails; JFK appoints Taylor
Committee.

Beginning of PHASE II: BISSELL instructs HARVEY to
apply the ZRRIFLE assassination capability to

Castro. (39) Harvey takes over the criminal syndicate
contacts developed in Phase I. (39) HARVEY is told
by HELMS that he is to take over the CIA Cuba

task force. (39) - :

MC CONE replaces Allen Dulles as DCI

'EDWARDS briefs HARVEY on Castro operation. (L40Q)

EDWARDS meets with FBI to ask them not to prosecute
the Rowan wiretap case because of CIA concern. (60)

. HELMS (DDP nominee) authorizes HARVEY to handle

ZRRIFLE project with unvouchered funds. (38)

HARVEY, ROSELLI, O'CONNELL, and perhaps MAHEU meet
in New York to plan Phase II. (43) (Harvey disputes
O'Connell's recollection that Maheu was there and
knowledgeable of Phase II. ) Both Edwards and
Harvey check with’ HELMS before the meeting is

~arranged and HARVEY obtains Helm's approval not to

brief MG CONE (41). Harvey thereafter begins
regular reporting to Helms on Phase II. (41)

HARVEY, ROSELLI, and O'CONNELL meet in Miami. (h6)

Pills are delivered to Harvey in Washington. (L46)

&



TOP SECRET

01962 (cont'd)

April 21 HARVEY passes the pills to ROSELLI in Florida. (47)
Roselli was to give the pills to Varona, who had an
asset in Cuba with access to Castro's restaurant.

At this point Roselli is using Tony VARONA and
zfACE?" as contacts with Cuba rather than Trafficante.
7-8

Late April ~ HARVEY, with help of Ted SHACKLEY (Chief of JMWAVE
- . _station in Miami), loaded arms and equipment in a
U=Haul truck which was left in a parking 1ot for
Roselli, who delivered it to a Cuban contact. (49-50)

Throughout May Intense contact between HARVEY and ROSELLI. Rosellil
) reports that pills are in Cuba at the restaurant
frequented by Castro awaiting the opportunlty to
use them. (50)

May 7 EDWARDS and HOUSTOR brief ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT F.
: KENNEDY on PHASE I of the assassination operation. (62a)#

May 1k ' "Edwards tells HARVEY of the briefing of RFK. (65)
Harvey says that he briefed HELMS about this and
advised against briefing McCone (DCI) or Carter
(DDCI); Helms agreed. (65)

HARVEY is told by EDWARDS that the 'tacit approval”
of the DCI should be obtained if Roselli was to be
used any further. (65) Harvey told Edwards that
Roselli would not be used any more. (According to
Edwards' memorandum of 5/1L4/62.) (42)

June 21 . ROSELLI tells HARVEY that VARONA has sent three men
. to Cuba to recruit others for the pill plot. (51)

August 10 o Special Group (Augmented) meets on OPERATION MONGOOSE.
' HARVEY and MC CONE said that McNAMARA raised the -
subject of assassinations at this meeting in regard
to new plans.

August 13 General LANSDALE'S memorandum assigns to HARVEY the
‘ drafting of an outline of intelligence, political,
economic, and paramilitary activities for the
implementation of MONGOOSE. The task includes
"planning for splltting the reglme, including liquida- -
tlon of leaders"

* RFK asks to be told before the CIA works with the Mafia again. (62a)

, B :
B¥ 50955 DocId¥32423490 Page 10



HY

50955

19627(cont'd)

August 14

September

October
1963

February

June

August 16
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TOP SECRET

HARVEY writes a memorandum to DDP HELMS saying

that he advised Lansdale's aide FRANK HAND to -

excise the words "including liquidation of leaders"
from the LANSDALE memo because of "the inadmissibility
and stupidity of putting this type of comment in
writing in such a document". Harvey also tells Helms
that he has "careful notes” on MC NAMARA'S discussion
of assassination at the Speclial Group meeting of
August 10.

Pills still in place; HARVEY learns that VARONA is
ready to send another team to Cuba. (51)

'CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS

HARVEY and ROSELLI agree in Los Angeles to call off
the operation although not to break precipitously
with VARONA. (52)

HARVEY and ROSELLI have last dinner in Washington
and are observed by SAM PAPICH of the FBI, who has
ROSELLI under intensive surveillance. Harvey asks
Papich to let him know if HOOVER is going to csall
MC CONE. (53-4) Harvey briefs Helms and Helms
agrees not to brief McCone unless it appears ars that
McCone will receive a call from Hoover. (54)

Spurred by a Chicago newspaper story of the same:

‘day, HELMS sends MC CONE the Edwards memo of 5/14/62

of the RFK briefing. (69)
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FILE:
In 1959 Harvey came back tg head DiViSion D of the

Forelgn Intelligence Staff, which is the unit ba51ca11y in

charge of obtaining COMINT intelligence and supporting
" operations relatea to that field, particnlarly surreptitious
entries, 1ntercept10n of couriers and other sensitive methocs
of obtainlng cryptological 1nformation
During all of this period he had'many‘eccasions to
work direetly with Mr. Helms andrnad a cloae working rela-
tionship with him.

The_beginning.of 1961, he was asked by Mr. Bissell to’

explore the possibilities of setting up a "executive action

capability" within CIA. TIn the Fall he was asked by Mr.
Bissell to turn his attention nith'regafd to the geneial
-area ef“executive acfion to the Specific target of Castro
and, partlcularly, to take over one ong01ng operation from
the Office of.Security. Shortly thereafter but as a distingt
matter, Mr. Helms (who was clearly slated to take over DDP, jE;L4267 -
~even while Mr. BiQSell was atill its nominal head) asked ' 'fq
.Harvey te'set up Task Force W, to be the new working groupv -' |
on Cuban matters.. [These items are allc?iscussed in more de-
tail later on.] AR L¢71; .

_Harvey stayed as'head of Task Force W untilithe spring
of'19639af which point he turned it over to Desmond Fitz-
gerald, served about-a month on TDY in Rome, and then in
June formally took over as Station Chief in Rome. He returndd
to Langley in 1966 and then took a special assignment to sugvey

the vulnerablllty of CIA 1nstallat10ns to technical coverage

(i % ?%?T

B ey

H¥ 50955 DocId:32423490 Page 12
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to hy interviewing him out. there as a prelude to his testimor

_ERVIEW AND MEELING SUMMARY Page 2 of

In December 1967 he ceased his feii time relatlonshlp with

the Agency. He contlnued for a few months to wrap thlngs up

and to censult blnce then however he has no connection
tw1th the Agency and is presently in prlvate llfe.

[}s an ‘aside for those who do not know, the reason hie
appearance here has been so delayed is thet when I first
calle& him several weeks ago, he indicated that his wife was
i1l and might have to go into the'hospital and that'he had
other serious personal commitments;_ We had further conversaj

- tions ebouf:hisetrying fb airangeeat some point to come.in »1
when‘he informed ﬁe thatlhis mother was gravely ill. We had
Scheduled‘e visit by myself out to Indianaeolis lest week,
but his mother passed away. Aithough'hehStiil had pefsopal
commitmehts and obligations in Indianepolis this week as a

reéult,which prevented his coming to Washington, he consented

before the‘Committee next Wednesday.:1

LUMUMBA |

I fifsf explored the events related by Mr. O'Donnell in
1960, and Mr.'Hafveyfs knowledge generally about the Congo
and the déath of Lumemba. He emphasized that he had known

of no credible evidence of CIA involvement with the actual
L TP

death of Lumumba. I asked what he meant by credible ev1dence'
A Jd-ré’/’)

)
and what 1ooser ev1dence he hadAand he indicated that he was:
referr1ng to varlous’allegat1ons and news -stories he was

aware of.

FILE:

)4

50955 'DocId:32423490 Page 13
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ATRVIEA TND' MEETTNG SUMMARY Page ** of

He is not sure whether he might not have been in Ger- FILE:

many on a special assigﬁmeﬁt at the time O'Donnell actually|

spoke to Bissell‘about goingvto the Congo. However, he is

-~

quite certain that both 0'Donnell and Bissell mentioned it

| —

V to him theréafter. He believes O'Donnell mentioned it to

him ShortlyAtheréaftéf and it might héye been very close in

time to the cbnvefsatién with Bissell. 'His‘best_recollec-

tion is‘that,as'O'Donneli'recﬁunted thé meeting wiﬁthissel]
o gy, ‘ .

‘Bissell was dearly requesting him.toAgo on a'definite mis-

sion to try to assassinate Lumumba. O'Donnell told Harvey ,f

: s , -
‘how vigorously he had objected and also related that he had

~gone to mention it to Mr. Helms.. Harvey does not recall

whether O'Donnell said he‘had.gone to see'Gottliébt
Thereafter,'perhaps-in the course of thaihitial reQuest
to set up ZRRIFLE, or perhépé at a different time, Harvey

clearly recalls fhat Bissell also told him about the,inci-

dent, and agéin his impression is that Bissell recounted
that he héd requested 0'Donnell to.undertake_a»specifiC‘
mission. |
| At fhis point we talked, however, about the fact that
there would always bé the boésibility of a no/go féillsafé_ <
type‘proposiﬁion,'even'if a specific mission was involved fTEUGQ”Q>/

T Trvew

'felnq v €D

as distinct from tﬁeoretical exploration. (DID WE EVER ASK
BISSELL_IF HE HAD OBTAINED HIGHER AUTHORITY FROM ANYONE OR Lp Ly fﬂ“Gﬁ,ﬁ'
DISCUSSED WITH.ANYONE ABOVE HIM AT THE WHITE HOUSE LEVEL OR

THE DCI THE MISSION HE PROPOSED TO O'DONNELL?)

HH 50955 DocId:32423490 Page 14



LTERVIEW AND MEETTNG SUMMARY o Page 5. of

Harvey is not sure how much he knew of QJWIN's mission
- . : —| FILE:
to the Congo for O'Donnell, although he thinks that he may

well _have signed some of the cables to Leopoldville, since “fﬁxﬁ"‘~g-;.

SilverJwas in Staff D/and therefore both were worklng under

Harvey at the tlme that Sllver was 1end1ng QJWIN to O'Donnefll
for the Congo m1551ona) In any event, Sllver briefed Harvey
aboot it 1atef when they were discussion WIN as a possible
,ZRRIFLE assetv Harvey does not fetaliianyfhihg ebout the
WIROGUE; does not recall anythlng about ROGUE asklng ‘WIN

to participate in an executiion squad, nor does he recall

ever having been told by'r anyone about viruses
tti to the Congo. : -
~getting ng “ /- )

To summarize at the outset, the following is the thrus

ZRRIFLE

x5

of what Harvey would testify to regarding QJWIN/ZRRIFLE:
-Harvey regarded ZRRIFLE as the overall projeot crypt under
which QJWIN as an asset'operafion was going forward. He had

discussed with Silver the general éssignment of eXplOring .

o

executive action capability, and the possibility that eithe:
QJWIN or'that other Criminals whom WIN helped.fo spot ﬁight
be assets. He nevefkdid more than review oome.of them as
,poesibilities in the course of his taking an inventory;
- However, heldi&.not use WIN or anyone WIN spotted in con-
~nection with any‘assassinationAoperétions against Castro
or otherwi;e,-nor did~he even discuss the concept with any
of them. He did not stockpile any materials or discuss pre-

liminary targets or make plans or evaluations premised on

vparticular tentative targets. Essentlally, he c¢ assed
o ?nﬁ @’“néi

HW 50855 BucId:3‘2423490 FPage 15



INTERVIEW AND MEETING SUMTSARY
SRR

(111 .
: , : _ o ) _
the technological, human asset, and organizational poten-

. . . . ' FILE:
tials in being,or which might be organized under the cland-

estine services, and came up with a pessimisfic report to
Helms and Bissell that the possibilities of éffecﬂive di§~
creet action wére slim; He élso conc1ﬁded that it was
uridiCUioﬁsf to try and.sgt up a genérai reserve Capability
in being, ani¢dunsel1ed that the dne gure way to do ig)or
at least the dnly one close to_hévihg{é chance at secure
success]waé to simply appoint a single senior offiéer to do
éver?thingzto run_the,operation,’kill'the person, bury the

10

body, and tell no one. In regard to Castro, he had used th

- ZRRIFLE project as the administrative hook for his Billing
- . — — : ,
and so forth, and said that at some times there were mix-

ups in terms of the financing offices, so that QJWIN/ZRRIFLE
might be used. He did not completely éxplain th'on-some
of his own bills o seems to have indicatethJWIN/
ZﬁﬁIFLE, but we did not héve time to puréue this at gréater
length whether he would regard this as his own slip or
indicate'fhat to»some extentvthey were written upnpy others,

the bottom line. is that he would swear that QJWIN was never|.

Y

involved in .any way.in_ the Castro operation -- nor, for

T

example;vevér in the United States, although there is a

plane trip ticket from Miami to Chicago which'is charged
to ”QJWIN/ZRRIFLE” (Harvey says'it'was a plane tfip of
Rosélli‘s, which was the only thing he ever paid for of

Roselli'é.)

B 50855 DDUId:324ﬁ34BD Page 16
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_APERVIEW AND MESTING SUeSARY Pz

In early 1961 Bissell asked lHHarvey to explore an

executive action capability. Harvey confirmed and said he

firmly récalls that Bissell on at least two occasions indi-|

cated to'Hérvey that he, Bissell, had been'repeaﬁédly im-
portuned by the White House to explore such a capability.
The first time Bissell spoke to him, Harvey thinks, was

early on ,and at least one other time occurred which was whe

o g s
Bissell asked him in the fall to turn the RIFLE approach d/ ~

to Castro and ple up the Roselli operatlon The'firét_tima
S Bisselt o
Bissell spoke to h1m about 1t / definitely said he had

U ERENSESSN S

.been . urged by the Whlte House but Harvey does not recall
M——-————”M’-——“ T .
'whether he mentioned anyone at the Whlte House. Harvey

" thinks that if Bissell had said that he had been directly

asked by the President, then Harvey wuld have remembered
it even today. His impression is that the implication in
. Bissell's conversation with‘ﬁarvey was thaé the White House
‘had initiated itj but he said that he couldn't be sure
‘whether Bissell had said the White Hduse'wanfed-it‘set‘up
to.be ready iﬂ being or whether the White House wanted ﬁhe
pbssibiﬁiy exploréd.  Harﬁey’elabdréted that the White Housg
might sar”créate such a capability” , or might say "deter--
vmine.whether it would be a good‘idea to setAuﬁ such a
‘capability" or might say "see if it would be possible to
set up such a capabiiity;” | |

- Harvey isvfairly‘certain that Bissell did not indiéaté'
_whether Dulles knew about this White House request, nor coul

Harvey be sure whether Bissell had indicated whether it was
® ’ . .

someone in the Kennedy White House or the'Eisenhower_

e

eIRny

d

RILE:



SRVIEW AND I’Z}Jl‘ﬁ‘u SUMMARY : Page 8. of

FILE:

‘White House'Who'had made the request. Again, he has the
himpression although he can remember nothlng expless that
at the time he received the dlStlnLt ]HprCSSlOn Blssell'

( conversatlon at the White House had only been a short tlme
prlor to his conversation with Harvey Vhen pressed he
_sald he was not sure and he might even have spoken to Blsse
a short time before the Kennedy»1neugqratlon(;h1ch would
haﬁe meant that Bissell was‘more likely to heve been reféfre

to the Eisenhower White House as having pressured Bissell

to set up an executlve actlon capablllty’) On the other
.higﬁ’ he has the strong impression that the Second time he
was told by Bissell, i.e.. in the fall, Bissell again impligd
that the renewed pressures had been recent, thereby strongly
Vsuggestlng that/at least at that p01nt)1t was the Kennedy
White House which was-invelved. |

B Bissell asked him to explore the eurtent clandestine
_serViceS capability to make recommendations on how such an
operatioﬂ'should_be set up. He does not fecallvBissel}vmen-
tioning Castre, Lumumbe or Trujille, although it is possiblg
that it was at‘that time that Bissell told Harvey about.his
approach:- to 0'Donnell (and as noted above,hHarVey definitely
remembers that)et some pointhissell did do that).'But
Harvey doesbnot precludeAthe pessibility~that there waswa
geherai'discussion of the kinds of situations when that

capability-ﬁight be.ueeful to have, and_that_this could havqg

| F@P STE: fé".

H¥ 50955 Docld:32423490 - Page 18



LTV AND FLETING SUASTARY . Page 9. of

B
.

. Sl
included discussibns of Trujillo, Castro and Lumumba.. He FILE:
SJmply does not remember and does not thlnk they discussed
the plO]eCt in terms of likely specific targets

Cither at that first meetlng with Bissell or shortly

"thereéfter Harvey learned that Arnoid Silﬁer and Sidney
GOttlle had been '"cut 1n” by Blssell - on Bissell's interest
in executive action capablllty. Halvey thought this was
unfortunéte, but it waé done. Harvey also thought Blssell
should hdve known better than to_aiscuss Lumumba with
O'Donnell, a1though Harvey understands and fﬁlly feSpects 
O'Donnell‘sfmora1 ScTﬁp1esvagaingt being involved.

Also, shoftly after being asked to set up éxeCutive
action capability, Harvey learned about the -Cuban operatidn

1nvolv1ng the Offlce of Security and understood- that both

J.C. King and J Esterllne were w1tt1ng, as well as O'Connell

4aainr

and Edwards. Harvey is not sure why Bissell ‘would have tolq
Silver about the executive action project. But he has a

vague recollection that at some point Bissell_inditéted'to

him that Silver had an asset who might be useful. (So pre-
‘sumably Bissell knew about QJWIN, perhaps from O'Donnell’s

M .
~Use of him in the Congo.)

&

- Silver, in any event, knew: (lj that Bissell was
interested in setting up an executive action capability,
and (2) that_Bisséll had spoken to Hérvey about it. There-

after he'and Silver spokevabout it (Seefdiscussion of notes

FuR forop
Ul wi \u&z.’ ‘

H¥ 50955 DocId:32423490 Fage 19



VRRVIEW AND VeRl NG S m\Y ....Page 10. of’

rjvll‘g { . "
. “}\rv';‘(.:;? \bbx \",./"-"'
in the file, infra. ) Silver's relatlonbhlp to the entire FILE:

pleect was really threefold (1) he was actlvely running
QJWIN the asset, (2) QJWIN was prttlng people whom Harvey
assumes Arnold was con51der1ng both for norma11D1v151on D
type surreptitious enfry»and code—stealing,.and-execntiVe
action capability, and (Sj Silvefvdid explore the general
concept involved fer_setting~up such capability with Harvey}
We next spoke abont the portion o%\the report suggest-
ing that.HarVey.had been briefed ebout the technical de- .
velopmen?s.of capabilities under the Roselli plot. Harvey
said thef nevddes not recell the(name and is fairly certain
he never met or deelt with Dr. Treichler, the person who
actually made the pills in the TSD. He did know both Sid
:Gottlieb and '"Manny" Gunn fairly well; He said thaf'in
terms of his general professionél duties as a Station Cnief
éndvcounterespionage expert against the Soviets, he had
made it a p01nt of keeplng fairly current in background
knowledge on the enemy s capabllltles for a553551nat10n
- He had theref01e dlscussed the latest state of the art with
the Office of Medical Serv1ces (wh01e Gunn was) and TSD
_(where Gottlieb was). He said he had also dlscussed w1th
those offices medical and.other scientific aspects of
interrogation techniques (e.g. truthvserum)"and control
-technigues (e.g._poSt—hypnotie suggestion for controlling
agents). MHé had had general diScuseions, therefefe, with’
both Gnnn-and Gottlieb. 'However,'he_does seem to recallv

a discussion of specific techniques with Gunn at one point,

although he is not positive this was after he had been

P Soooy
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assigned the ZRRIFLE task by.Biésell. In any eVeht, he cqnﬁo%@ﬁr
remember asking Gunn‘to-brief-Gottlieb,.as is éuggested in
the IG Report | | |

We next discussed the notes in the ZRRIFLE flle (The
Xerox of those notes sent us by CIA is in part illegible.
I returned and took down completely that set of notes which

specifically discusses the executive actlon capablllty and

Wthh is the Set Harvey 1dent1fled as hlS. Appended here-

to ‘ o are - my notes, but _if Harvey is going :Sgs‘

. _ o | - { 77

to be questioned about them we would really have to ask CIA
~W T .

for the file copy before next Wednesday.)

S e et
R M\w——‘/’,‘__‘____'___ e

The refercnce to Notes hereafter refers to a package
of three sets of notes which we had xeroxed by the Agency.
The first two or three pages which are not in Harvey's
handwriting appear to be a draft of what would be_the basic
prbject outline used as a cover for the ZRRIFLE project.

It does discuss QJWIN as the asset and does indicate that
he will be used to spot other criminals fof sensitive pro-
.jécts. " But unlike the subsequént notéé, it does not discusg
isSués regarding the setting up of an>assassination capa-
bility. ,The'hext set of'nofes wﬁich are in large writing
on pages covered with various doodles are those identified by
Hervey as his. From looking at_them, he judged that they werd
notes based on two successiﬁe conversations. First, with-
Sidne? Gottlieb on the 25th of Jénuary,'1961 and then on
the 26th of January with Arnold Silver. Harvey coﬁcluded

that the first conversation with Gottlieb ranged across a

HW 50955 DocId: 32423490



H¥ 50955 DocId:32423490 Page 22

SIRVIEW AND MERITIG SUILIARY  Dage _MZoof

¢ s

R
variety of éctivities which fell within the framework'of_
Gottliebfs<positiqn gt TSD. (Harvey speculatéa Gottlieb
had just become Acting Difector or taken over éome(other
~high post in TSDv) His C6nc1usion in this‘reoard‘is based

in part on references in that first sectlon of his notes-
to items whlch he recalls and which he wuld swear have
nothlng to do with ZRRIFLE. For~examp1e; there is a dis-
cussion of "GE'Basic Séundé Prdject”ﬂtranslatibn machine"
'Thenbmena“ and " (v with C.B.[fhen something‘illegibie]j”.
Below fhatiappearsvhcomhint gearf and under that is ”Anes—’
thésia.” Har&ey said that there was a project to develdp.
a new kiﬁd of translating machine and also one to translate
'from the'printéd word and hisApafenthetical checkmark is
his way of 51Un1fy1ng that he wanted to check with "C.B.
who was someone he brought into the Agency and whom he
regarded as the best man in the 1nte111gence communlty én
. : (&.37 o ltlosilyy 2oy, Rededld ety
COMINT intelligence, Frank Rowlett, Awhom he said had abf
solutely nothing to do with ZRRIFLE. | | |
| Above the remarks just noted in the Votes was the phrag
"Framework of Sid's job,” and under that "ELINT RGD-—memo
Ledford.!" Again, Harvey identified this as Dick Ledfofd,
‘who was an ELINT specialist.with.the Agency.
‘The first part of the thés of_thevZSth/l meeting with
Sidney Gottlieb 1is headed ”Ekecutive‘Action.” Har?ey could
not recall what he meant_by:the phrase ”the'magic button" .

but said that he assumed this was a euphemism either he or

FILE:

(‘)M\@‘) ’
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HIERVIEW AND MEEL (NG el | Tze [3ior
Gottlicb used for whatever mechanism was eventually chosen.
lHe could ﬂot understand the reference to the néfcoticg ‘ETLE?
bureau, except that if-Gottlieb'Qr he at that point knew
about QJWIN they might have been aware of Wi .initial in-
_volveménﬁ with American intelligence agencieévin a narcotics
enforcementvopefation( 'The reference to ”RIS 201 cover
caﬁtion”»meaht that- if there was an attempt to get a fake
201 file as cover invﬁlving.the person;allégediy in somé
operation relevant to the Rﬁssian‘intélligenée'service; this
had to be done Qith great caution. ‘Harvey,speculated thét
‘the word:”bénkruptcy” feferred to the same cbnéidérétions
-diSéuésed below -~ that there was a;bankfuptcy‘of policy én

the part of the CIA or USA if there had'to be a resort to
asséssination. (This might‘fréme én iﬁteresting general
policy question for Harvey.)

Harvey»did not know whét "no star" meant. I asked him
if that might rcfer to the star file System, and he said thqt
when he was in the Agency he didn't know about one 6f does
not recall oﬁe'now. ée:thinks the reference tb "eyes ..

.inm'A; f".‘w;:ontradistinctv‘from'U—Z".may. have meant that the
check of any assets to be used through thé Ci,Division; a.
normal operating technique, in this case should be done on
an "eyes only" basis. through Angléton.' He also thought the
reférence to-the U-2 might mean that unlike that,oper&tidn,b
this project'should not be tun on such a compartﬁented bésis,
that any assets to be used were not‘checkéd with CI(so thaf
the counterespionage brotective fesourcgs of'the_Agency

were utili:ed.) Harvey thinks that the phrase "not a TSD
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pfoblcm” probably meant that he was saying that TSD'as‘a\:’ STIE:
unit shoﬁid not be involved in this projeéf, even if somé-,
one like Gottlieb and»one or two trusted people wefe work-
ing'onvit for him. - |

‘Harvey said therphraéé "apply brakeé”’meant‘that one
should be able to have a fail;safe.méchaniémkif the situa-

tion changéd or that it might have referred to the fact thalt

()

one souldn't jump into this kind of thing too precipitously
He said that the phrase ''last resort. . . beyond last re-

sort and a .confession of weakness' meant just what it said

1

-- ‘that ﬁhié Qas a‘last résbrt aﬂd a profession of weakness
or bankfuptcy of U.S. pdlicy. ‘He wasvnot.Sure why there
was a .reference tozﬁﬁﬁ%enefacfor” but said that‘this,might
mean they had discussed situations where such a capability
mighf be used. (It should be noted at this point, however,
that 1ater on Harvey said he woul&-swear that -he never had
énything to do with Tfujillo, did not particularly examine
the possibiiities of peculiar needs ‘of such an operation,
and has no first haﬁd knowledge of any involvement we may
have had in'that area.) Finally,'ﬁe said the phfase
”assumptioné_.>. . exémples of'three Siﬁgle ;wrbng),”

would seem to suggest that several examples were discussed

(possibly including Trujillb'as one) and that Harvey thought
that assumptions made in‘regard to ecach case by Gottlieb |

or someone else were erroneous.

ad Ay

[
‘(,‘,"“:
UFH
F3ey
'-n.g
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[By the way, I asked Harvey if 'ZRACORN" and "ZRRAG-

TIME" were crypts for projects or were sensitivity indicatol

routing labels, or other contrbl»indicatoré. He said he
could ﬁot fecall the projeéts, but fhought'theylwould have
been projects and not indicators. He'Said,.hOWever, they
might have been géneric labels for a category of projeéts
and not referring to a specific project. This possibly
contraéﬁs with what'fhe IG's offi¢e told David Aaron and
myself, namely, that théy were some SOTt of Sensitivity and
controlvipdicators."We can pursue this. | |

The second part of the two'sheegs of Harvey's notes

~which he said were from a conversation with Silver are fairt

ly self explanatory. The notes on the righf.hand side
"Max 2/3 S B—WKH-AS—Sid—reéeV—substitute—[illegible]”'
Qe did not diScus;, but I strongly presume this ﬁééns
a maximum of two or'threé perSons wifh Bissell,.Hafvey aﬁd
Silvér already in?olved, the possibility_of Gottlieb béing
_included,bbut with some reservations as a member of the
group. |
Harvey and I did discuss item 8, wﬁich_refers to a

principal‘agént, thé possibility of using QJWIN, énd then
says "AF broj{vdraft —;'LCH.—— téétedvlsoo from NB -- mask

spot[spat?] rqmstill AF ﬁrpjettv[name illegible].”lHéryey
| said the iﬁitials_prébably did refer to Lester chck; But
since he had never’discuséed ZRRIFLE with ngck at that timg

or later, he assumes 'that tlis referred to the fact that

“r
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INTERVIEW AND MEETT Page 10- of

Heouck might have been familiar with QJWiNfs role in Africa RTLE:

_ We also discussed item 12 which refers to a cover file
created to prove RIS [illegible] and point 13 which notes

that there was a danger of RIS counteraction if we tried

to put the blame on tle Russians.

1 did not diseuss witﬁ Harvey all of the consideration$
‘1isred on the two pages,of‘noteé which appeer immediately
after his‘ih the file. His best ‘guess was that they were .
notes prepared by Arnold Siiver)either,asba result of rhe
conversation between Silver and Harvey or simply based on
Silver's preparing a paper.at Harvey's request after they
had talked. Harvey said;_however, he thought he recognized.
some o0f the concépts expressed as'hiévown. I;did‘ask him
about the reference to ”our own experlence (Bangkok and
effect on DDP)”‘ After some Lhought he Sald 1t'm10ht have
referred to some 1nc1dent in Thailand, but he could not
remember 1t I asked him if he remembered the Kllllm case;
it refreshed his recollectlon He sald he had heard about
it; he dld not know any of the details but'mought that s

probably what the reference was to. I also asked hlm what

he thought the first sentence of point-number-three in this
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set of notes meant: Maximum security, KUBARK only o | FILE:
(e.g. what does Siragusa now know?)" He said that since

the first pért means i# obviously should be handled within
CIA, the question was what Siragusa, a leading BNDD man
who‘often worked with the CIA, knew, possibly abouﬁ QJWIN
if he were to be an asset{because of>WIN's earlier work on
narcotics éases, §Egi§,) We then diécussed the laét sentencp
of point three which is a queétion; "DCI officially advisedp"
Hafvey said this‘would have been a legitimate policy
pbintjat 1east to raise fof-considerafion. In effect, it
was extéﬁding the notion of plausible deniabilify down one
level to protect'thé DCI in case there was a flap. He does
ot recail any decisions on this poinf, but simply that it
was a policy iésue.to be-laid on the table.. (Compare his
1arguments.in regard to why McCone might not haﬁe been

‘_apprised of the Phase II operation;)

W 50955 DocId:32423490 Page 27



—

At this point Harvey revicwed the rest of the fiie
~memos I had brought, " With regard to the accounting again
QJWIN/ZRRIFLE for some of the actifities he engaged in Qith
Roselli, he suggested that.he always thoﬁght okaRRIFLE as
the ovefarchiﬁg crypt within which were the QJWIN4operatipn
and the ZRRIFLE .~ - . explration of executive action

He said that he used QJWIN/ZRRIFLE sometimes in connection

with the Roselli activities, but only after there had been
S o o : : L
some initial mixup by the finance section which resulted 'in

his general ZRRfFLE éctivities and QJWIN operation beiﬁg
.slﬁgged the same éombined'crypt of QJWIN/ZRRIFLE. With
regard to a note that refened to Henty Manfreddi, Iarvey

aid noﬁ know wﬁy his name was én notes in the QJWIN
file, exéept'that he was a highly taiented naréotiCS'expert
who workedaboth in the Justice Department and the CIA and
who might‘havé béen involved in the evaluating of or check-
ing on potential assets whom QJWIN had spotted in Italy. |
(The file does reveél that QQWIN'Spotted assets in Itély.)

With regard.tq the smali'note in’the file that simply

says '"John Ralston — John Roselli --- William Walker."
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Hayvoy séid that that was a note he left for ﬁelmé when he FILE:
went to Rome $o that Helms would be aiert'if anything came
in either fér-himself-the-was William Walker) or for Rosellijl
or relating to Roselli tWho was "Ralston'').

Harvey again summarized ZRRIFLE as follows:

(1) A search for what assects aﬁd capabilities might
Eevavailable; (2) No recruitment of anyone in gcneral or
for specific targets; (3) no prellmlnary tarcettlng of any
victims, even in a general way; (4) no stockplllno of
lethal equ1pment or ”merchandlse”

He sald that he ‘kept both Helms and Bissell- oenerally

- informed of his progress. He had briefed Helms on the
a5510nment sho1t1y after belng glven it by Blssell _because
Helms, as number 2 in DDP, was too 11ke1y to see something
somethlng comlng in or to be worklng on an independent pro-
ject in the same area or related with someqne else, and he
thought it was important that Helms knew generally what
Harvey was‘working'on and that he.had an assignment to do
it from Bissell. ﬁ | | '

| Bissell.did got talk too much,ébout why Edwardsbwas in
charge of Phase I of the mob opcration. Harvey thinks that
Bissell,hay have'ihdicated _ . some

‘question about whether they should have gotten into it with
Edwards and O'Connell. |

Befoie déscfibing Bissell's insfructions to Harvey in

_ November to turn ZRRIFLE to Castro, Harvey ijpe& ahead and
we discussed the setup of Task Force . W. He made ciear that

he was instructed to do this by liclms, not Bissell. It was

<

O O S L
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clear Bissell was on his way out. Helms asked Harvey to

do it, As his condition,Harvey got a promise that he could

put in tdtaily freshvpeople and not take ényone from the
old Latin Américan division, which did not'please tﬁem.

this setup of Task Force W was SOmething.that he
undertook in Decembér; Earlier,-prdbébly in November, Bisse
had suggested he direct his attention regarding executive
action capability to Castro, and sﬁecfficallyfasked him to
take ovef the.Office of Security Qperation. Harvey

- emphasized that the destruction of Castro was the top prior

FILE:

11

ity

item fa the Kennedy administration in foreign affairs at -

that time. They wanted him overthrown at all costs, on the|

P,

one hand, but on the other hand, insisted that it be done

e . - . - N
by clandestine means. Harvey said he told his superiors tha

he £;;1d produce a provisional governméntrfor a few days on
the islahd whicﬁlcould ask for help, but that was really
all that he could‘guarantee and that then the U.S. would
have to send in assistance -- which the Kennedys were un-
willing to do. As a result, he says, there wés a great
sense of_frustration and an effort to try to‘comply With'
Kennedy's ﬁishes‘to_topple the regime clandestinely. He
says thét' Biocell reitérated.at that time the‘statement that

he was being prodded by the White llouse to explore the

questions of executive action.capability. (It is not clear

from my notes whether Harvey was saying that this time

Bissell said the push from the WhitevHouse was for executiv

k84

action Capability against Céstro, or still in a general

sense. Obviously, this should bé,nailed dowﬁg)

T 8L
10 w=4
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~of the actual specifics of the plot, or the day by day

" pursuing executive action against Castro, but not knowing

,Harvéy said that he recalls Edwa1ds brleflng him on Edwards

‘not remember what Edwards sdid, or whether Edwards said

HY¥ 50955

INIERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY Fege 19 of

When I asked Harvey whether it was

all Bissell had said in the fall was that the Kennedys wantLd

to topple Castro's government, Harvey said,'”Nd.” Bissell

clearly said that the White House had reiterated its interepst

in executive action (i.e. aésassinatiohl-capability. We
discussed whether it Was not inconsistent or at least
incongruous for'the»White House tolaék for a genefal capa-
bility to be eXplored; if the Pre$ideht”in fact knew of the
ongoing Maheu-Roéelli plot. Hérvey Said thaf if‘the White
House had- authorlzed the go ahead for Phase I 1n1tlally it

would not have been good form for Dulles to have told them

account of its going forward. Therefore, he said, it was

possible the White House merely knew they had approved CIA'

how it was Coming]and)therefore, in the fall. asking the-
people to_pufsue generally the possibility of using assassii

tion against Castro.

'-Harveyﬂééid shortly after Bissell had asked him to turnm

his attention to Castro, Bissell authorized and Harvey re-.

ceived a briding from Edwards on the Phase I project. Short}

after, Harvey in turn brlefed Helms in general on the pro;e‘

f
.1(.7;‘,(~

and Houston's conversat10ns_w1th Kennedy CRFK), but he does

that Kennedy_héd been upset in regard to the Mafia use with

\*£J

ha -
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out hisvknOWIedge or the assassinétion effort without hié
' kﬁowledgé,"Harvey does remembéf Kennedy was angry. Nor (7
does hé reCali whether Edwards,indicated they had told RFK
it was a finished operation or not. |
Harvey indicated that he had Spokeh with Helms prior
to having Edﬁards introduce_him to Rosellif. He did not
know if if was then or at a 1atef time that he and Helms
disqussed.not briefing McCone, but he agrees that
définitely did take place. He gave a variety of reasons.
The first; again, was that it did nd;”happen,on McConé's.
wafch,”.so Why tell him about a potentially messy situation
or involve him in it? The second argument was thét he,
in fact, did not think much of the operation, was skepfical
from the outset as to whether anything was really going
forward in Cuba, or was just a lot of thifd and fourth hand
.ailegétions pf accomplishment, - In general Pthought the
whole setup stank. He>was taking time to sort it out and
see what it really looked like before abandoning it and in
thevméanwhile it was going fdrward'but did not seem worth
diScussiﬁg with'McCone. He also mentioned the question of
Foasen .
plau51ble denlablllty for the DCI as a p0551b1e why he might uﬂ/(

. have urged on Helms that MCCone not be brlefed In any

event, he says it was deflnltely Wclms decision.

. . / :
Harvey does recall being told that the pills were passgd éﬁr;Z ;7

into Cuba in the_latevspring, although he again emphasized

that all of the information on this project was third and

fourth hand. He recalled the van of equipment given to Verdna
e ———EEh
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as his price for involvement and that some firearms were

. T X ", . . . o e
involved, including possibly sniper-scope rifles. He also

recalls a report that three men were going into Cuba later

in the early summer but did not associate this in his mind

' with the possibility of using the pills, as distinet from
the possibility of using firearms_égéinSt Castro. He_also
| reemphasizejthat,it‘was taking
" him a while to sort out.the ptOjeet, get a feel for the
people, the credibility, the,secufity problems, and so
forth, which is one reason why he kept on, even though he
had 1ow hopes for 1t from the outset. | |
| Wlth the m15511e crisis imminent -- and we did have
advanced knowledge of at 1east a general military buildup -}
Harvey said he was unw1111ng to toss away any assets that
mloht be useful agalnst Castro, and the plan was generally

kept in operatlon through that time. But he sald that as

soon as the crisis was over, he indicated to. Roselli he

wanted the project to be cut off, albeit gradually so ¢s

not to engender hard feellngs or other 51de effects.

| Shortly thereafter the plans to end the prOJect were cut,
although the relatlonshlp contlnued on and was»only gradual]y-
ended over the first part of 1963. (Thefe‘afe expense sheets

for Miami as late as April 1963.)

Q‘;__U,kgi
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V/;ext we dlscussed the MONGOOSE materials and partic*l FILE:

ularly the August 10, 1962 Special Group Augmented meeting.

Harvey remembers McNamara tossing on the table the possi-

‘bility of killing Castro.;~ not by way ofxsimply underlin- | \,//(/»

"ing the futility of paramilitary plans -- but, it appeared

to Harvey, as a real suggestioﬁ.' McCone immediately re-

Spended in'the'negative aﬂg‘ qufravqthen picked up. the
question tﬁat it shouldn't.be diseussed at the ﬁeeting

- A day or so later -- but in any event prior to Lansdale's
memo - McCone was chatting w1th Harvey and sald that he had
felt so strongly agalnst McNamara s idea that he had- calledr'
the Secretary of Defense_aEter the meetlnggto reiterate

Harvey then confirmed the story in the IG Report, apparentl

-

from himself)aBout MeCOne’s concern that he might be excom-
‘municated. As for Lansdale, Hervey indicated

| - that he often suggested ;e was expressing Bobby Kennedr's
views or speaklng for h1m and that there was always some
question there. (I don't know how strongly Harvey would
'testify'elongAthese lines, however. He is generally ver
hesitant to poor-mouth anyone.) Harvey said'that he knew .
of no basis for Lansdale to ﬁaVe originally_put‘tﬁe refer?
ence to liquidating leeders as a study item in the memorendym
which upset him so. He said that whenever Lansdale thereafter
tried to raise the subject with h1m he ‘did, as the 1967 study
indicates, simply turn'off the discussion{ as he turhed asi?e

some suggestions for assassinations as a possibility by
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mbmberé of Task Force.W; (that is lower level staff). FILE:
| “With regéfd to Phase II, and the actual operationé, '
Harvey‘saidAfhat all the sforiesAaBout Roéelii‘being involwéd'
iﬁ boat tfipé td.Cubé,aﬁd'other heroics were a_lbt of "crag"--
"élthough he is qﬁick to defend Roselli's patriotism and
his contribution és'the middle man in this operation. He
also disclaimed any knowledge of othér plots agaihét Castro
. . He.said;that he>knew nothing
aboﬁf plots to assassinate Céstrb ééming,but of Guaﬁtaném0 
L _ ; ‘ } -—”f--——')
any involvement of Barker, Sturgis, or any'first-hand know-
ledge of.%ﬁé Cubella plot;>a1thoﬁgh he later learned of it.
Our final reprise was on the question'of the génerai
policy of the period,. He said he wanted to emphaéize_
that,givén the_Kennedys' stréng commitment to geftihg rid
of Castro andvtheir contemplétiOn of violent overthrdﬁ or‘
attack, he thinks the entire situaticn-éodld be éummarize&
that'fimplicitly, evenlif they had nbt‘specificaily auth-
orized Phase I and Phase II)'tHe' shooting of'qné Cubah,
evén Fidel,'bf another Cuban, was not a major change or
" new departure in U.S. policyvthat would have requifed

‘additional approval.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD:

>SUBJECT: John Rosselli '

1. In early April Mr; W1111am Ha.rvey asked me to arrange o
a contact w1th Subject. . The meeting in New York City was arranged -

~for 9 Aprﬂ I explained to Mr. Harvey that the undersigned would
. take no part m future operatlons proposed for SubJect

A 2. In the interim I have kept Mr Harvey fully informed
reference to my briefing of The Attorney General on the former
project and cautioned him that I felt that any future projects of
this nature should have the tacit approval of the Dlrector of Central

- Intelligence..

3 On this date Mr. Harvey called me and indicated that
he was dropping any plans for the use of Subject for the future,

Voo & o e N
S}%/’i Ecﬁlards

Director of Security
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_ JERVIEW AND MEETING SUITIARY // Pge 1 of

Wiiliam HafVey . L
Indianapolis, June 19, 1975 ' S : FILE:
Interviewer - Burt Wides.. . , : .
1 flew out to Indianapolis on the evening of the 18th
" and interviewed Mr. Hérvey;from 7:30 until approximately'
12:30 on fhe morning of‘the 19th. |
| We fifst reviewed Mr. Harvey's careér outline. Hevwas
with the FBI-from 1940 ﬁntil 1947 and worked on German and
deiet counterespionage Cases,'includingfthe Elizateth
Bentley caSé and seﬁefal of=thé'maj0: cases ihVolVing‘our use
of Nazi agents as'double“agenfs during WWII. In 1947 he worKed
‘briefly forfthe Central Intélligence Group and then;its suc-
cessor, the CIA. | | |
His fifst position with the CIA was as head of the Soviét
Intelligence Branch in the:SoViet Union Division. This was |
the unit in chargé of'counterintelligence'against deiet
intelligence services at the inception of the CIA. Harvey was
shortly thereafter given an additional hat while retaining
the first position. TheAadditional job was the coordinator
for the clandestine services oh_éommuniéations intelligence.’
In the summer of 1948 he»became the Deputy AsSistant Director|
of the'Office of Spécial Operations (predecessor of DDP) in
charge-of'couﬁterespi@nage.“ From the fall of 1952 until 1959
fvhe was Station Chief in Berlin. ;Dﬂrihg the early to mid-50's
he was in‘charge of the famous Berlin Tunnelbdﬁeratidn,fwhiéh
tunneled unéer'the'East German telephone junttion points from

West Berlin.
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Review Staff: 75/1024
1 July 1975

Mr. Frederick A. O. Schwarz, Jr.
Room G~308

Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Fritz:

In response to your telephone call of 27 June 1975,
I offer you the following based on my memory of certain
events and the atmosphere of the times: (Please note
that my records on this era are not all that precise.
My memory is vivid and mayv be biased. However, as a
close observer, here is what I recall, for what it is
- worth.) : - :

You should be aware that this Agency felt itself

"to be under very strong pressure in the early 1960s to
bring about change in the Cuban regime. . This pressure
was strongest after the Bay of Pigs incident in April
1961 and although it dissipated somewhat after the Cuban
Missile Crisis in October 1962, it has never really
completely disappeared. In any event, when Mr. Robert F.
Kennedy accepted the proposals by General Lansdale which
led to the formation of the MONGOOSE Project, it was
clear to the DCI, Mr. John A. McCone, that the major tasks
in. this broad covert action program would fall on CIA.
McCone in turn made it clear to Agency officials that
this task was very much a direct charge on the Agency.
It should also be noted that from the beginning, there
was little hope that the program as conceived would
actually achieve its purpose which was to bring about
the removal of the Castro government--and to replace it

. with one whose interests would be more compatible with

" American interests and the interests of other governments
in the Western Hemisphere. ‘

William K. -Harvey, who was placed in charge of the
Agency's Cuban Task Force, has, as you know, a very .
special type of personality. Both his manner and his
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method, in my opinion, tend to be thorough, comprehensive,
and time-consuming. Because of the nature of his assign-
ment and because of his personality traits, his personal
relations, particularly with General Lansdale and with
the Attorney General, were never very pleasant to begin
with,vand tended to deteriorate steadily.

A climax of sorts occurred at a meetlng of the

-Spec1al Group Augmented durlng which the Chairman asked

- ' a specific question, noting that he had ten minutes in

: " which to hear the reply and wanted a crisp answer within

that period. Mr. Harvey was not forthcoming, and the
Chairman left the meeting after ten minutes expressing
strong dissatisfaction with things in general and Harvey
in particular.

'After this meeting it was clear to McCone that ‘
Harvey had broken his lance and would have to be replaced.
In due course, he was replaced.

During the Cuban Missile Crisis, when it was
virtually impossible to get access to top officials in the
government and get their guidance on day-to-day affairs;
Harvey, who did indeed try to get such guidance, on his
own concluded that United States policy was headed toward
a full-scale invasion of Cuba. He ordered a number of
agent teams to be dispatched to the island for intelligence
collection and to be in place as assets to support a con-
ventional military operation. General Lansdale claimed
this was done without his knowledge and authorization and
‘there was a confrontation in McCone's office. McCone
concluded that unless these teams were being sent to
satisfy specific requirements by the Secretary of State
and the Secretarv of Defense that they should be recalled.
Since there was no such requirement, they were recalled.

In a separate meeting, McCone reassured Lansdale that

he was in fact Chief of Operations. As a result of this,
Harvey earned another black mark as not being fully under
control.

I trust the foregoing'will be of some value to you.

Sincerely,

(ihet o
Walter Elﬁ?CE!\« _ ', }i!‘

‘II
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