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PERSONS/ENTITIES: : . DATES: CATEGORIES:
HMcCone M
Coloy Hillsman '
Hennedy, John F. Tung I S iy R Al T M
MMeNamarra Diem : 11 Sept 63 E‘ CEN & i @{3 ?1»} "_JV
E,[’Od‘ge el R SR el T

b T T . el .

e OCCURRENCE:  1n 3 Presidential meeting on Vietnam with the CIA participants
'E:Demg McCone and Colby the record by Colby reflects that McNamarra polnted out that
dodge has 1little contact with Diem and has not been out of Saigon. Mr. McCene commented
Jhat he belleved that we should move cautimsly, that we should talk seriously to Diem
gand that Lodge should be urged to visit the countryside to obtaln a more realistic

mview of the effects of suspending aid. Mr. McCone also suggested that another approach
¥oe made toNhutto seek his cooperation ina departure. The President asked whether we ,
had carefully studled the detail effects of cuts in aid.(as proposed in a paper prepared
by Hillsman). It was evident that the effects had not been studies. The President

asked DOD and CIA to analyze the Hillsman paper. He also asked that a telegram be sent

to Lodge asking him to try to reduce the press leakage from Saigon and to establish some
real contact with Diem. Any current plans for ald negotiation should be stalled, and the
PresidenbURE Bould be well nformed of any Steps taken i thisTontpdirrrsuctas the—
instance Involving CIA payment to Col Tung last week. '

IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 21-22 DATE: Dawson
FILE: 6/27/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
KENNEDY, JOHN F. ’ : —
KENNEDY, ROBERT F. ; - | 5 Oct 1963

MC CONE, JOHN

DIEM

PO plood SLSS605% MH

QCCURRENCE: On or about October 5, 1963 when the telegram of October 5 and 6 were sent
Mto Salgon, MC CONE was called over by PRESIDENT KENNEDY and met privately with PRESIDENT

2 KENNEDY and the Attormey General, ROBERT F. KENNEDY, and took the position that the CIA
mshould take a hands off position as far as the assassination of DIEM was concerned. MC CONE
m''felt that the President agreed with my position, despite the fact that he had great reser-
2 vations conceming DIEM and his conduct. I urged him to try to bring all the pressure we

® could on DIEM to change his ways, to encourage more support throughout the country. My pre-
meise words to the President, and I remember them very clearly, was that Mr. President, if I
~ was manager of a baseball team, I had one pitcher, I'd keep him in the box whether he was a
good pitcher or not. By that I was saylng that, if DIEM was removed we would have not one
coup, but we would have a succession of coups and pollitical disorder in Vietnam, and 1t might
last several years as indeed it did. So it was for that reason that I felt there would be

SOURCE: STAFF:
oLvivh R. DAWSON
-Hearings, SSCI, Friday, June 6, 1975, McCone, Vol. 1, 2 of Y parg.
FILE: pp. 62-32 - 29 June 1975
- e e
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Card 2 of 2

. OCCURRENCE: more stability if DIEM could be persuaded to change his ways than remove him
and hope that some group of generals could run the country better.,"

SOURCE: : STAFF :

WTT.I . NAMRK ¢



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
MC CONE, JOHN

DIEM ' ‘1 5 Oct 1963 DIEM *

g abed CT9EZTEE-PIJOd CLCA0C MK

OCCURRENCE: on October 5, 1963, MC CONE sent, to some locations, including SAIGON the
following message: "Belleve assassination discussions most careful handling. In general
best line is no line so that it is clear that we are sticking to position of having no
responsibility for actions of any of various contending Vietnamese groups. We certainly can-
not be in the position of stimulating, approving, or supporting assassination, but on the
other hand, we are in no way responsible for stopping every such threat of which we might
recelve even partial knowledge. We certainly would not favor assassination of DIEM. We be-
lieve in gaging ourselves by taking position on this matter opens door too easily for probes
of our position re others, re support of regime, etc. Consequently, believe best approach
is hands off. However, we naturally interested in intelligence on any suc lan,--Thls mes-
sage has been cleared with State Department." _— i

!

m& ﬁ‘\“‘ P Ni i,

SOURCE: ‘ STAFF:

Hearing held before Senate Select Committee Intelligence, R. DAWSON
June 6 1975, McCone, p. 60. )
FIL DATE: 29 June 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES :
MINH, GENERAL -
CONEIN October 3-4
NGO DINH CAN 1963
NGO DINH NHU :

OCCURRENCE: On October 3-4, 1963, CONEIN was asked to contact BIG MINH and did so by himsel
at MINH's headquarters. ' "At that time, BIG MINH explained to me that they had had, that
there was going to be a coup d'etat, that they didn't want this to be an American sponsored
coup d'etat, they wanted to be assured of American backing, specifically in the part where
it comes to military and economic ald after the coup had been successful." p. 24 "What the.
GENERAL meant, he actually did not want U.S. participation in the coup d'etat. He did not
want the U.S. povernment to start the coup d'etat. He also outlined three general ideas,
this was the first time that a leader had mentioned the possibility of assassination. This
assassination was not of DIEM. This was -~ if they could not do anything, i1t would be the

. elimination of NGO DINH CAN, who was the war lord in central Vietnam and NGO DINH NHU. At

that time GENERAL MINH did say that one of the alternatlve means was to eliminate CAN and
NHU and keep DIEM.'" That was one of the altematives. p. 25

SOURCE - STAFT ¢
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
DATE :
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:: CATEGORIES:

CIA - Salgon Station ’ . 31 Aug. 1963

VIETNAMESE GENERALS

OCCURRENCE:

In an August 31, 1963, CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0U49G), the following message appears:

"This particular coup ls finished....GENERALS did not feel ready and did not have sufficient
balance of forces....There is little doubt that GVN aware US role and may have considerable

detail....”" (15)

SOURCE: TI.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 15

FILE:

STAFF Dawson

DATE:  28.6.75



T T EPTEL 203 i
PERSONS/ENTITIES:  peprpl, 256 DATES: ! CATEGORIES :
RICHARDSON ~ TAYLOR LODGE | 29 Aug. 1963 | DIEMYrre g ‘
SPERA HARKINS T i ﬂ ’\F } (ﬁ {\ (( DT ;
CONEIN TRUEHEART J 8 %
MINI WE Gen, Richard G CARD 1 of 2
KL[TI %_blef of SEart, MAG/V)

OCCURRENCE:

On August 29, 1963, the following report was listed within the Saigon Station's chronology
of August 1963 coup act1V1t1es as follows:

"At 0745 hours, QLCHARD%ON, SPERA and CONEIN, latter two of whom were scheduled to contact
GENERALS MINH and KHIEM at 0815 same mornirig;, were shown a message from GENERAL TAYLOR to
GENERAL HARKINS stating aspects of Vietnam situation being reviewed at WHITE HOUSE and com-
menting that second thoughts were beginning in Washington. Faced with this information and
given strictly limited time factors, RICHARDSON decided that the meeting with GENERALS MINH
and KHIIM should not be postponed but that contacting officers would make this meeting a
fact-finding mission without encouraging or discouraging GENERAL MINH.

g abegd Etgeafza:nlauu CLE0C MH

"When SPERA and CONEIN returned from their meeting with KHIEM and MINH, (con't.)

- : I STATF:
SOURCE: G. REpORT 1967, Part C., p. 12 Dawaon
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
' i e N ™ FTY £ ;
CARD 2 of a i A R EE T
OCCURRENCE:

we proceeded to TRUEHEART's office to make our report. The AMBASSADOR came in and RICHARDSON
advised him of our meeting with GENERAL WEEDE, of TAYLOR's cable, and of the decisions which
RICHARDSON had made as a result of the TAYLOR cable. LODGE was angry and expressed the view

that RICHARDSON's decision had destroyed the possibilities of carrying out a coup. RICHARDSON
expressed a firm dissenting opinion." (12)

SOURCE: . STAFF :

I



Lo PITIES: DATES:
Maxwell DEPTEL 243 - 28 Aug. 1963

- John

DEPARIMENT Participation
[IEFS OF STAFF

CATEGORIES:

\.~

Zvis

b *Xﬂ NI
e WA NECUI PR §! Lty
Thl St
” i 3 é !s' P 3

3
\
y

RRENCE :

IR e

owing telepgram was sedt from TAYLOR to HARKINS (JCS 3368-63) on August 28, 1963:

int WHITE HOUSE meeting on subject scheduled for 1200 28 August EDT, your views
r needed on overall feasibility of operation contemplated....FYT otate to Saigon

prepared without DOD or JCS participation.
" (11)

Authorities are now having second

CE: 1.g. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 11

7 STAFF: pawson

DATE: 28.6.75




% AbdeNS/bNTlTlES: DATES: , CATEGORIES:

= [ODGE, Henry Cabot 26 A

2 LODE, : ugust 1963

g DIEM ~

o ; iame
o ’ f,ﬁvfl
2 OCCURRENCE: Y ok
E R AR .

0T =2begd CI9LEFIE

o On Aupgust 26, 1963, AMBASSADOR LODGE presented his credentials to SOUTH VIETNAMESE PRESIDENT

NGO DINH DIEM. (8)

SOURCE:

F

1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 8 } STAFF:  Dawson

ILE: .
DATE: 28.6.75

PERSONS/ENT ' IS DATES: CATEGORIES:
RICHARDSON, John KHANH 26 hug. 1963
LODGE, Henry Cabot DEPITL 243 ' . .
CONEIN, CIA officer in Saigon 4”?}3T’${§F}yﬂ‘. ki
KHIEM i “ﬂiin! &L“ %
SPERA, CTA officer in saigon L B L
QCCURRENCE -

On August 26, 1963, in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0304),

"RICHARDSON reports that the AMBASSADOR decided that the American official hand should not
show in the operation. It was agreed that CONEIN would see KHIEM and that SPERA would see
KHANH. CONEIN and SPERA were directed to convey the substance of DEPTEL 243, plus this

conment: 'We cannot be of any help during initial action of assuming power of state.
Entirely their own action, win or lose.'" (9)

SQURCE: 1 . REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 9 STAT: Dawson




o

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
RICHARDSON, John DIFM ‘ 25 August 1963 Y
LODGE, Henry Cabot CIA DIEM T ——
TRUEHART, William BTN oabithng o
HARKINS, Gen. Paul D. (Commander, MAC/V}) 5 ‘fY:L“) *3x-@~t ,,\"ﬂgg
WEFDE, Gen. 4 LAk ) P W L
OCCURRENCE : CIA

On August 25, 1963, the following/cable from Saigon (SAIG 0296) had the message below:

"RICHARDSCON reports the results of a conference among AMBASSADOR LODGE, DCM TRUEHART, GENERAL
HARKINS, GLINERAL WEEDE, and RICHARDSON. The group agreed that giving DIFM an option had no
chance of success. They accepted DEPIEL 243 {of 24 August] as a basic decision from Washingto
and would proceed to do their best to carry out instructions. RICHARDSON giwves headquarters
his views on possible successor regimes." (7-8)

SOURCE: 1 6. REPORT 1967, pp. 7-8 STATY? Dawson

Fart © DATE:  28.6.75
FILE:

e




PERSONS/ENTITIES:

4 DATES: CATEGORIES:

HARRIMAN, Averell — KENNEDY, John F.  by_os pupust

HILSMAN, Roger TAYLOR, Maxwell ° ugu1963 DIEM v/

McCONE, John (Mil. ass't to TRV :

McNAMARA, Robert Pres. ) : (ﬁiﬁfﬁﬁ Q\;;f,ﬁ¢vu':;,i

RUSK, Dean GILPATRIC, Roswell b ygy'ﬁ m vi-f[ ng’
b ST R R RN [ e

OCCURRENCE :

The T.G. REPORT of 1967 (CIA) contains the following description of the events of Aupgust 25
1963, from a book by MARGUERITE HIGGINS: "The crucial act, with its overtones of Greek
tragedy, opened with a cable. It was dispatched to Saigon late in the evenineg of August 24,
1963, a date made more sipnificant because it was a Saturday. Washington usually-empties on
summer weekends or lapses into a somnolent mood as officials desperately seek relaxation.

"The telegram contained spectacular new instructions for the U.S. EMBASSY in SAIGON.

It was drawn up at a meeting called by Under-secretary of State AVERELL HARRIMAN and ROGER
HILSMAN, Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs and head of the Vietnam task
forece. The President's senior advisers were, for the most part, out of town. CIA DIRECIOR
JOHN McCONE was in California. DEFENSE SECREIARY ROBERT MCNAMARA was on vacation. (con't)

SOURCE® T 6. REPORT 1967, pp. 5-6 STAFY:  pawson
T C
f DATE:  28.6.75
FILE:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ! CATEGORIES : -~
$§Eg)rﬁcmnﬂ d (ot pr (s
P I Bam oy MO, [
DIEM mh%ﬂﬂgﬁjgfg
NHU 53 W bl o [
OCCURRENCE:

SECRETARY OF STATE DEAN RUSK was attending a baseball game in New York. PRE?ID@NT KENNEDY
was at Hyannis Port. GENERAL TAYLOR says he knew nothing of the meeting until it was over
and the telegram long on 1ts way. ,

", . . the cable proved historic. For the first time it gave the signal to
_ 'unleash' the Vietnamese military, flashed a green light for the coup against DIEM of which
the generals had been talking for so many years. &

" . . . the cable of August 24 was a radical revision of the previous philosophy
of one war at a time. It envisaged the generals' making war on their own povernment and
with the implicit blessing of the United States.

Uhe substance of the cable was that the U.S. FMBASSY was to make an effort (con't.)

H¥ 509535 DoocId:32423615 Page 12



PIHSUNS/ENTITIES: , DATES: . CATEGORIES: _ .
; Cna
H gk%{“
(CARD 3 of )" F
OCCURRENCES

;o persuade DIEM to [ire his brother, release the Buddhist rebels, end press censorship, and
~estore other democratic liberties suspended under martial law. And if, as the cable antici-
yated, DIEM would not do these things, then the EMBASSY was to contact the VIETNAMESE GENERALS
ind tell them that the United States would no longer stand in the way of a revolt.

" . the controversial August 24 cable was dispatched from Washington Saturday

wvening aftgp:béing cryptically summarized to PRESIDENT KENNEDY at the summer White House at
Iyarinis Port.

“The ACTING SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ROSWELL GILPATRIC . . . had the cable described

;0 him over the telephone. MR. GILPATRIC says he was frankly surprised that such an (con't.)
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGOHIES:
19‘5;4
. w} ; Nk o t Cy
“ 4 ﬂpL v {"’;J o 5y Bgs oy 'j Vi
GAMDHOP? ik Jb»ﬁAﬁmgs
OCCURRENCE : 7

important set of instructions should be rushed out on a weekend. But he did not feel that he
ught to veto the telegram since . . 1t had the 'approval of the PRESIDENT.'

"In McCONE's absence, the cable was described again crypticall ;0 F :
L b a r Yy, to RICHARD HELMS
EPUTY DIRECTOR of the CIA, who also did not feel dispo’ ’

sed to veto something 'approved b
‘he PRESIDENT. '™ (5-6) ng 'app. y

CARD 4 of 4

W 50955 DocId:32423615 Page 13



PERSONS/ENTITIES: . DATES : CATEGORIES:
LODGE, Herry Cabot (Amb. to SVN) -
NHU o 24 pugust 19631 D,@uA
DIEM ‘
DEPBL 243 )
(2D TR B R fafitpnt
OCCURRENCE: i bR T~ ;

3 A i -q 1 Bl
In a State telepram to Saigon (DEPTEL 243), on August 24, 1963,h4b§%- flowiﬁgﬁmQSsége?apnégﬁe“;
"The DEPARTMENT informs the AMBASSADOR that the U.S. Government cannot tolerate a situation
in which power lies in NHU's hands. If DIEM is unwilling to rid himself of NHU, then DIEM
himself may have to go. The AMBASSADOR is authorized: (1) to inform the GVN that actions
apainst BUDDHISTS must be redressed; (2) to tell key military leaders that the USG cannot
support a DIIM resime that includes the NHU's and that 'we will give them direct support
in any interim period of breakdown central government mechanism;' (3) to make statements in
Saigon removing the military taint on the pagoda raids." -

"The telegram includes the following statement: 'The AMBASSADOR and COUNTRY TEAM should
urgently examine all possible alternative leadership and make detalled plans as to how (con't.)

SOURCE:  T.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 4-5 STAFF:  Dawson
| DATE:  28.6.75
FILE:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
-
¥
OQCCURRENCE:  (on't from card 1)

we might bring about DIEM's replacement if this should become necessary. You will under—
stand that we cannot from Washington give you detailed instructions as to how this opera—

tion should proceed, but you will also kriow we will back you to the hilt on actions you take
to achieve our objectives.'" (4-5)

CARD 2 of 2

BW¥ 80955 DocId:32423615 Page 14



PERHSUNS /ZENTTTIES ¢ DATES: GATEGORIES::
Thich Tri Quang Aug. 21, 1963 Diem ‘
Diem : - ’ :

OCCURRENCE:

Higgins states that the Xa Lol pagoda, based on her o'f‘ J%riences, was more a pglitical
command post than a holy place. It was the headquarteﬁg‘ftom which the militant i

Thich Tri Quang and others had run their political war against the Diem regime.

According to Higgins, Thich Tri Quang told an Austrian journalist by the name of

Denis Warner early in August that he hoped in the process ‘'they would kill one or two

of us."” : '

Higgins goes on to note that the State Department regarded the actions against a dozen
pagodas a betraval of Diem's promise to reconciliate the Buddhists. (Page 181)

SOURCE: our vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, STAFF : Dawson
Harper and Rowe

PILE: DATE: July 3, 1975

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

(GENERAL TON THAT DINH, MILITARY a
GOVERNOR OF SAIGON, COMMANDER 3RD 21 hugust 19637 DIEM
CORPS _‘
CONEIN Lodsg, Heney C-
NGO DINH NHU

AVBASSADOR$ NOLTING ) B ,
OCCURRLNCE: "On the night of the 21st of August, GENERAL TON THAT DINH, as military gov-
enor of Saigon and Commander of the 3rd Corps, has established a curfew, If I recall

correctly, the curfew was to start about 7:00 or 8:00 o'clock at night. Anybody seen afte:

that time would be -- shot. And that night, elements —- later on, we didn't know at that
time, later on proving to be elements of the special forces, which was prastorian guard of
NGO DINH NHU and the police dressed in military uniforms attacked the pagodas in Sdigon.
wWnat was very bad about this, Ambassador NOLTING had already been relieved and Ambassador
LODCE was on his way to take over". p. 21

SOURCE: STAFT
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON

£ TMATT .
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES @ CATEGORIES:

Milting, Ambassador Aug. 21, 1963 Diem
Lodge, Ambassador '
Diem

Thich Tri Qu;'ing

OCCURRENCE :

Higgins claims that "...the ralds by the Vietnamese Army and the pagodas took place
five days after the departure of Ambassador Milting from Saigon, and a week before Henry
Cabot Lodge was expected to arrive on his first tour of duty in Viet Nam." Higgins goes
on to explain that Diem claimed that the reason that the raids were performed at this
time was because: "It had become clear that Thich Tri Quang of Buddhist was that no
intention of coming to any agreement with the government, irrespective of how many
consessions were made. Since the raids would create an anti-Diem propaganda explosion,
it would be lessie p_g&as§ingto the United States if they took R?%fe when the new
Ambassador was tﬁi& ent of Vietnam. For the same reasogpag;w‘ﬁﬁFgﬁe was taken not l
to inform the United States of the pagoda plans. The g@‘ﬁﬁf; twAs that Washington

)

could be blamed for something about whi;? %kd%?ﬁhd?ﬁing." (page 183)
X '{;’ il
SOURCE: E% 3 STAFF:
DATE:
FILE:
PERSONS/ENT LT LES : ) DATES : CATEGORIES :
CONEIN, CIA officer (Saigon) . . ,
DON, General 8/21/63
DIENM ]
B TAMD QAT
DU ARDNLS 5% # i TR
kzqn s il z:

.1 tucal ol
B On August 21, 1963, at a meeting between CONEIN [an officer of the CIA
Saigon station] and General DON, the latter asked for US 8. government
assurances of support -5 et for moves against the DIEM

Saupvs

regime." (3) '—
SOURCE ; STAFH : —
1967 I.G. Report, Part C/4P3. ' RD

FTLE» ~ DATE: £ /n0 /e

HW 50855 DocId:32423615 Page 16



PERSOUS/ENTITIES: DATES: - CATEGORTIES

GENERAT, DON ) | DIEM \/
AVBASSADOR NOLTING July 1963
CONELIN '

OCCURRENCE: On July ", 1963, CONEIN received a message from DON, Commander of 1 Corps

at the time, to meet with him in the Caravelle Hotel for a public meeting and the hotel
was jemmed packed. CONEIN states that: "It was at that time on the 4th of July that I
had the first indication that something serious was being comtemplated, when:GENERAL DON ¢
me that if the Buddhist situatlon does not get settled, that the military are planning. I
ported this fact, and I believe it was around the 8th or 9th of July, that more indi-
cations...." p. 20.

SOURCE : STAFR:

R. DAWSON

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE :

FILE: . 30 June 1975
T [ [ »—»»_—..—-—-—-—r—-—-—
PERSONS/ENTITIES: : —)A'l ES:

EN. DUONG VAN MINH 4 7/63

EN. TRAN VAN DON "5}3
AJ. GEN. LE VAN KIM : t) i
EN, TRAN THIEN KHIEM _____ Bl by il LT
DLLURRENCE : *\C ll\)ﬁ ¢ (qu(m&, d( (S Um(( e 'QC/u(p(' oS Jbe
¥ - . M ‘;;':-; 3 ) -

COn @ Y\ks Creur KC& fo fore
« it 1 b ST
i ‘U‘Cﬁ\ . \ Lol S , ‘-:",’-.:»:"} SR
e & ol :
N {"fp‘(kr\ Gl

i N N e P A S S ek R R i Loy viAnt Ty O I B I B

’i 1)(“\({(\'{(& .\J L\" ot -:l:li.t. e wuls AT ) " . . 5 " S AR =t Tis ~ . Vs Wy
. . EAELAE
t(-t’r ‘([i.; (.(«'k,( };‘1'4\

(Y
RS

Al STAFF:
R taied,” SOURCE:  yonrings, 8.8.0.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, | = Dawson
Bi [48

CAD L2, ‘)t
oo npme. 6/30/75
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IS CATEGORIES :
PERSONS/ENTITIRS: o DATES: CATEGORIES
DIEM T 7/63 DIEDﬁL//’//
GEN, MINH
GO DINH MHU

T DCCURRENCE:

| "SEATFT Dawson
T SOURCE:

b Hearings, 5.5.C.T., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
page ben. DATE:  6/30/75
5
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Diem 10 July 1963 Diem v/
A £ BT 7” :.'_x; ) ‘\ f" it T
T I T A (|
OCCURRENCE : I

eh L GOL AR, ¥
In SNIE, 53-2-63, on 10 July "the situation in South Vietnam" the

following quotation appeared: ' "if -- as is likely —-- Diem fails to

carry out truly and promptly the commitment he has made to the Buddhists,
disorders will probably flare again and the chanw=s of coup or assassina-
tion attempts against him become even better.. . . We do not think .
the Communists would negessarily profit if he were overthrown by some
compiration of his non-Gommunist opponents. A non-Eommunist successor
regime might be initially less effective against the Viet Cong, but,
given continued support from the U. S., could provide reasonably effec~
tive leadership for the government and the war effort." (1-2)

SOQURCE: I N

-

Parses 158
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: ~; DATES: E CATEGORIES:
: ;
DIEM - : May 6, 1963 | DIEM
THICH TRI QUANG |
OCCURRLENCE: pign on May 6, 1963 revived a regulation banning the public display of any

religious flag--either the Buddhist or Catholic-- having any precedence over the National
Vietnamese flag in public places:or in public view. Higgins does not doubt that the
Vietnamese government's decision to revive these flag regulations on May 6, 1963 made -
possible the Hue tragedy. Ironically, action by Diem has been generally viewed as anti-
Buddhist. His May 6 circular had been provoked a few days earlier in Da Nang by the
excessive use by Catholics of the flag of the vatican with the Nati ;aTiYietnamese flag

on view being sometimes tattered and torn and few in number. (91).%

SOURCL: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,| STAFF:
1965 : Dawson, R.
FILE: DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES :
CONEIN
. 196 DIEM —
MADAME NHU
OCCURRENCE:  coNpTN stated that the catalyst that brought down the DIEM regime was their

antagonism of the Buddhists. He explailned that 80% of the Vietnamese people claimed to be
Buddhists. And that DIEM led a Catholic regime and that this drove people, particularly in.

light of MADAME NHU's statements to the effect that she'd like to furnish some mustard at

a bonzes barbecue, or something to that effect. This made people want to identify themselve:
against the regime and so they would go back to the pagodas. CONEIN did not know whether or
not this became the principal reason for the United States wanting to get rid of the regime.

pp. 42-44,

SOURCE

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
FILE: . DATE :

Te T xe 7 h i aieing
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PERSOUS /ENTITIES | DATES ¢ CATEGORIES :
TRUGHEART, WILLIAM 1 June 1963 L DIEM v
MECKLIN, JOHN (Dir. USIA) : r
NOLTING, AMBASSADOR '

Cand /'/L
OCCURRENCE:  Mocklin stated that the American position following the incident at Hue
was to "'urge Diem to repair all Buddhist grievances forthwith, to accept responsibility

for the May 8 killings, and to indemnify the victims and apologize, perhaps by visiting
Hue himself to do so." (Ambassador Nolting was on a Meditterranean vaction at the time.)

. "According to Mecklin, William Trueheart, the Charge d'Affaires, applied on orders from
Washington, 'direct,relentless, tablehammering pressure on Diem such as the United States
had seldom before attempted with a sovereign friendly govermment...' In despair Trucheart
in June resorted to a formal warning to Diem that if he continued repressive measures
(police effort to prevent and disperse illegal demonstrations), t eﬂﬁnfféd States would
be forced to disassociate itself publicly from such actions,ﬁasﬂrﬁ

¢ did two months
later. The warning was a momentous step. It amoqugéggfﬁ? : AERER] comnand £rom
(continued next rgrd) 5 & ;

& 5 , 2N & T STARD
SOURCE: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper%énd ! DLAFTT Dawson, R.
Row, 19@3 . 5 pATE . July 2, 1975
FILE:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: % DATES : CATECORIES:

5

l

!

|
CARD THO | : Cad 2 ra/ 2
OCCURRIEHCT (Continuation) .

the United States. Public disassociation could have disasterous re§u1ts,.encoura§1?g the
Buddhists, heartening the Viet Cong, strengthening the regimes foreign critics...
perhaps even stimulating the Vietnamese Army to try another coup' (100)

i

I

¢

SOURCE Our Viet Nam Nichtmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,[EKPAFji:

R

2 W ™
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

CONEIN ‘ | wSumer 1963" | DIEM —
NHU, NGO DINH :

MADAME NHU
CAN, NGO DINH

OCCURRENCE: cONEIN stated that the attacks in May in Hue Iollowed Up by an attack Im Augus
on the pagodas in Salgon consolidated the three or four different sects of the Buddhists

by making them become a politlcal entity which they had never been before. CONEIN stated
that it had become obvious to people in the State Department, USATR and JHSPAU, as well

as persons within the CIA and the country team generally, that the true power of the govern-
ment at that time was not DIEM but rather NHU and CAN, as well as MADAME NHU, the chief of
the womens' solidarity movement. DIEM was felt to be out of touch with reality and not get-
ting the true facts as everything was being channeled through his brother, NHU. pp. Wi-U5

LRy d X

SOURCE : . STAFI:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE: R. DAWSON
FILE: — '
July 1, 1975

: — ——
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
CONEIN —

DIE
"middle May " ‘
1963n

OCCURRENCE: cONEIN said that the DIEM government started t

could not understand their deoing so. e aaohist, antagonism bt

He gave his personal opinion as that "thev had

: a

gggngghtgfgﬁgyo;ﬁcggéig igdﬁggtbout oi;it Zﬁry gracefully within the first two %eeks after
_ y meeting the demands of paying off the famili

people who were killed when the military attacked the pagodas in Hue. If thiseioziétg:3§

been done, I think that we would have be ' i
the DLl el LB W e o Ml—&2en much better off....This was a tuming point of

SOURCE s - N ' STAFY :
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
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PERSONS/ENTTITRS DATES CATRGORIES :

DIEM | May 8, 1963 | DIEM
MAJOR GEN. TRAN VAN DON (sp.?) ;

OCCURRENCE : - : ' . . . .
‘ "Immediately after May 8, President Diem ordered a formal investigation

of the Hue affairs. Tor this purpose he appointed a 3-man technical commission led by
Major General Tran Van Don, the acting head of the army (General Don was considered a
man of integrity by the Americans.)" The commission also included the Surgeon General
of the Vietnamese Army and its Chief of Ordinance. After extensive interrogation of
witnesses General Don's mission cited plastic charges as the cause off;pe deaths on
May 8. ! 4

"At the time, nonetheless, Diem' s reglme claimed that plastlcqumb
widely ridiculed. : @3 5 ¢

a{%&d the deaths was

,. .‘ . i:,‘.“ .
"Unfortunately, no American officials were witness®t & incidence. The American con-

sul had bcen ou Wi Y e 1 P
d E/qfetgql 22?;/2§F§QIIQJFO %Z?ﬁ}IEXuVEHE ‘XgIEESngs 2£fgrts to glace
t 4 55

u} ﬁo POFISCE STAF

Our VLOL Nam Vlnhtmire Ulgglns, Harper and | " Dawson, R.
Row, 1965 ) 1 paTE . July 2, 1975
FLLE i
ERSONS/ENTITIES DATES: I CATEGORIES®
THICH TRT QUANG | May 8, 1963 | pimd b///

MAJOR DANG SY (ASST. PROV. CHIEF)

NGUTEN VAN BANG (Province Chlef) }

GCCURRENCE : .

- Nguyen Van Bang later at the trial of Major Dang Sy said that ”Whlle we
were inside, two loud explosions suddenly reverberated on the veranda Then came the
sounds of broken glass, gunshots, and-exploding hand grenades." In the confusion Major
Dang Sy heard the explosions also and in attempting to signal what he feared may be a
Viet Cong attack fired three shots in the air. Unfortunately this was the prearranged
signal authorizing his troops to use grenades to disperse the crowds. At least 15 of
these grenades were throw and the exp10510n5 caused at least 8 dead at the radio station.
(95) This statement though, appears to be in conflict with later medical evidence coming
from the Interior Minister which found that none of the bodies of the dead had metal
splinters in their organs, but rather the weapons expert said that the bombs were probably
made of plastic and that ''plastic is the arm of the Viet Cong guerilla." (95-96)

SOURCE : ‘ STAPF

7 Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, | Dawson, R.
1965 : 4 |

FTTE ‘ { DATE . July 2, 1975
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THICH TRI QUANG t 1 May 8, 1963
NGUYEN VAN BANG (Province Chief):

PERSONS/ENTITIES: ; DATES : f -/, CATEGORIES :
| DIEM b/// :
MAJOR DANG SY (Asst. Province Chlef) !

f fi"-ﬁ\”

OCCURRENCE: According to Higgins on May 8, 1963 on th@‘Buddhist birthday Thich Tri
Quang, in the middle of a religious ceremony, began to give a vitriolic anti-government
speech on the subject of the non-existent ban on Buddhist flags. About 8 pm Thich Tri
Quang arrived at the radio station carrying in his hands a tape recording which he then
made the demand upon the director of the station to play. He was refused. - Thich Tri
Quang proceeded to encourage an already active angry crowd which in the middle of this
oration began to shout and press forward. The director of the station called up Nguyen
Van Bang who soon arrived and attempted to appease Thich Tri Quang, but the latter would
not listen. Nguyen Van Bang then asked for armored cars in hopes that this would
fighten the crowd and prevent any violence to the radio station. Major Dang Sy
then arrived with some armored cars and got some general orders to disperse the crowd.
Police arrived and attempted to turn fire hoses on the crowd. (93-94)

SBOURCL: Our Viet Nam Nightware, Higgins, Harper and Row,} STAFT:
1965 : Dawson, R.
FILE: - ‘ f | DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSOHNE/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Trich Tri Quang -~ |vay 8, 1963 ¢ Diem |
Diem

OCCURRENCE: wjo evidence can be adduced showing that before the Hue incident of

May 8, 1963, there was a religious issue in Vietnam. If there had been, assuredly

the critics of Diem's leadership would have trumpeted it to the world. Complaints of
alleped religious repression made by Thich Tri Quant and his accomplices in a campalgn

of letters to the United Nations and prominent foreigners, had begun, but they represented
no more than the early activity of determined propagandists.

Most hostile criticism toward Diem centered not on what he did but on his methods and
techniques of governing."

e (iDL :
AR AT - . e . . o o e T TR ok T e T T O ATT -
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Colbyv oo, Dinh Can ' 10/635 f Niown v
Conelin
s

OCCURRENCE:

olby explained that a coupnle of weceks before the ass
nf assassination was not aimed at Diew but at Hlw and
brothcrs who were considercd the evil influence of the sovermaent. The
idea of removing Mhu Ffrom Victnam was one that was discusscd in great «letail
Lpd a great deal of pressure was put on Dienm to semd his brother out of
the country.™ At one point T made a sugeestion that perhaps T ocould con-
cince him of the desir ability of leaving the country for the bencfit of
1is own, of the country itsclf. That I could no over and aroue hin Jntr).‘O
Phiat T think is the scparable thing from the actual decision to shoot Dicw.
I think the de LI sion to shoot Diem was a conscicnce decision taken by the

assination the thought
Can, Dien's two

EOHQT”I‘ which came as a very new develepment durine the coup, but let's face
Lt 1 ('CLE‘("F7"i ‘1\", }’L‘LLL ]‘-'l\rf_\ o ’ll‘lrji 1;_‘34‘\'}'!'(_\ IS S ""‘,"TC‘"% A AT SN O a3 1_\\'”'}‘*1‘:1}3‘;(”\‘“, (\{;
§92j&£ a governnent.,” DPaces 33-34 ‘ STAFI:
. . ' Dawson
Hearings, SSCT, June 20, 1975, Colby DATE :
FILE: T 7/1/7%
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES::
11/2/63 | Diem 7
i, Heo Dinh
mein
nh
OCCURRENCE:
mein stated that at no point in the climatic days leading up to the assassina-

on was there a discussion of the killing of Diem. TFurther, there had never
ren any discussion at any time about Diem himself being killed by anybod.

. fact, the gencrals and wmany people wanted Piem to be around but they could
it ostand Hbhu and Madawne Nhu, Diem's wife. DPage 64-60.

SOURCE : o
T lléarings,

S5

Cy

Conecin,

June 20,

1975

STAFE :

Dawson
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: - CATEGORIES:

COLBY, WILLIAM

MINH, GENERAL | 1 Noverber 1963 DIEwiv/
NHUNG -
CONEIN

Nhu
OCCURRENCE: COLBY stated that "Apparently the decision by several of the generals, the
ones that were present, that he (DIEM) would be executed when they got him. They sent an
officer, a small armored unlt to pick him wp after they found cut where he was down in the
other part of town. He and his brother were put in an armored personnel carrier with an
officer, a young Vietnamese who was an aide to GENERAL MINH, head of the coup group, and
they went into the armored personnel carrier and when the carrier arrived back at head-
quarters, the two were dead and had been shot several times.  That officer, incldentally,
and a rather bilzarre aspect of this, was himself apparentquwhen this Junta of generals
was overthrown about two months later. Somebody took hat,ggcaoion to shoot him."

po. 18-19.

SOURCE: Nk STAFF: R, DAWSON

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 18-19 DATE

FILE: —— 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: i DATES : CATEGORIES:

DIEM | May 7, 1963 | prpy L////

THICH TRI QUANG

OCCURRLHCE:
The Diem circular to ban all religious flags reached Hue on May 7, 1903.

Since the city was already bedecked with flags the Vietnamese Mlnlster £ Inierlor,
Vui Van Long, arriving in Hue on the same date as the circular arrti _‘%o the Bud-
eentor . "The leaders
of the monks were very pleased, ”‘sald Minister Long. 'They. jgﬁtgge #»to me and told me
that 1 had given complete satisfaction to their desiress Q ing was present during this
exchange and joined in expressing satisfaction with the rangoment not to enforce
the regulation. Some police in Hue did take down flags before the Province Chief could
" reverse the order to enforce the regulation. But the precipitating factor, according
to Higgins was that Kuang sent aifew monks around to tell the people to haul down the
flags, even though he knew this was no longer required, thanks to the Interior Ministers
actions. "The monks werée told to te;l the populat on that this was being done as a
SOUHUE;NSﬁJ*'f tca ~?z STAFT :
“Our Viet Num hlghtmare Higgins, Harper and iow,‘ Dawson, R.

1965 : [
FTLE x {DATE: July 2, 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES: ’ CATEGORIES:
McCone
Diem DIE&TV//
Nhu
Kahn

OCCURRENCE:

In responge t'% %cquestion as to whether McCone was aware of a suggestlon to assasslnate

Mr. Diem and
that he did not think it was Mr. Diemy

HEOres

T¥ee

had sent a telegram in conjunctio “""that suggestion,McCone testified
"A-Q % g that "there was a pror 2sal, one

of a number of proposals, in connectlon with the diffigult political situation that

existed in South Vietnam, to dispose by assassinatlon

. Nhu and General Kanh....

when that was brought to my attention I ordered a telegram sent out to stand that down"
(4) McCone testified that "The situation in Vietnam was unlike other situations Me
were really at war there. My opposition was more on the basi s of considered judgement
that the action recommended by the station wouldn't in final an alysis solve any

problem.". (5).

SOURCE:
———" McCone, June 6, 1975

FILE:

STAFE: Gordoni Rhea

R N s 3 S M i, D W e, i i i
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:
LANSDALE

ATAN DULLES Mar 16, 1960 MONGOOSE
’ - ’ SPECTAL GROUP
DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

60 at the Special Group Meeting there was discussion .of stepped up plans
t?g ﬁgcghgéa;g radio at Ggentan‘eo Bay to expand the stations listening audience.
VIETNAM Mr. DULLES Referred to the worsening security situation in South Vietnam... and
commented that this appears to be _a situation where S. F. tralning might be In order.
DULLES asked whether it would be "politically feasible for Col. LANSDALE t?‘ visit the
area to assess the situation on the spot.'" DULLES also discussed briefly “the poss%‘oility
of assisting the South Nletnam government to mount guerrila operationsin the north.

‘ '{'i\ L o,
- - T - "v ¢ b ] F:
SOURCE: R T 2TAE
Minutes of Special Group ‘Mqu,ipg,March 16, 1960. DAT“M

FILE: - & — 6/21/15

PERSOHS/ENTITIES: DATES: y// CATEGORIES:

Lansdale May 12, 1960 Diem ¥ '

Dulles Special Group

Hare

Irwin

OCCURRENCE ;

On May 12, 1960, the Special Group discussed the subject of the invitation
from President Diem for General Lansdale to visit Viet Nam. Mr. Hare said
"that he assumed that the way in which Diem would like to use General
Lansdale would not be acceptable to the U. S. » but that some adjustments
could no doubt be made. Mr. Dulles said that "Lansdale could be counted
on to carry out whatever instructions he had in a manner least calculated

to upset Diem,' C§5 3 Y
zf*%?

..'-, b
"1‘ S

STAFF :Bob Kelley

) DATE: June 29, 1975
FILE:

———c—
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: SRBONS/ENTITIES: 1 DATES: ' CATEGORIES :

DIEM v//

STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM i

NGO DINH KHU 1962
MINISTER OFF THE INTERIOR-GOVERNVENT
OF VIETNAM, COLBY, HARKINS

WESTHMORELAND,, GENERAL . ‘
OCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated that: "In 1962 COLBY assigned him to work with the MINISTER ©
THE INTERIOR OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM to be responsible for liaison between CIA and th
MINISTER on a program called THE STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM. The idea for this program was.
that of NHU, the President's brother and counsellor, which was to establish security withi:
hamlets and'villages in order 23 the people could deny access of food and taxes to the )
VIET CONG. In this position, CONEIN was able to travel quite extensively under the ausplc
of the MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR, and to talk to the unit commanders down to and including
small sections." p. 17. CONEIN. "This was done with the permission of GENERAL HARKINS av
it was known to GENERAL WESTMORELAND when WESTMORELAND took over." p. 18.

SQURCE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein ¢

STAFY

R. DAWSON

FTLE DATE 30 June 1975
IRk - PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : . CATEGORIES:
Maxwell Tavlor Special Groggn%gg—
27 Sept 62 ~ MODONGOQSE
Diem/

OCCURRENCE®
laylor statcs that the Special Croup and the Sepcial Group Augmented considered a proposal by
JIA for covert activities designed to harass the Democratic REpublic of Vietnam. This had

>een prepared in response to a request by the Sec.'s of State and Defense. ' e

‘aylor added that the Special Group asked that a more detailed operation plan be prepared.
[t was agreed that Defense make certain equipment and personnel available to CIA in support
»f this program. An elint flight designed to identify the North Vietnamese radar order of

attle, so as to permit planning over flight routes was authorized. [

o 08 ?
SOURCE: T FA A L T e
——=——" Maxivell Taylor sememorangjum gbn%ﬁ@;%Pre51dent, dated
Sept 27, 1962.7] oqéqq%g L
A W E e G0 17T

STATF
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PERSONG /EHITTIES DATES CATEGORIES

COMNIZIN

5

!

February 1962 DIEM ”//

CCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated: "In February of 1962, two air force pilots, Vietnamese Alr
Force pllots, attacked the presidential palace of NGO DINH DIEM. This was not the first
indication there was something wrong, because il you will recall, in November of 1960, th:
was another attempted coup. At that time, in February, I was asked if I would go to the

different milicary leaders whilch I knew and had known in the past, te find out what was fiv

political pressure, what was the temperzture, was there really some dissidence within the
military ranks, was there redlly a basis for an wuprising against NGO DINH DIEM? I was un-
able, at this time, to determine this fact. There was an isolated dissidence within the
military structure. This was reported in February and March of 1962." pp. 16-17.

SOURCE: T T START:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Coneln -
5 DATE :

FILE: S 30 June 1975

R. DAWSON
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PERSOHE /EHTITIREG ' DATES CATEGORIES:
CONELH

February 1962 DIEM v/

OCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated: "In February of 1962, two air force pilots, Vietnamese Air
Force pllots, attacked the presidential palace of NGO DINH DIEM. This was not the first
indication there was something wrong, because if you will recall, in November of 1960, th:
was another attempted coup. At that time, in February, I was asked if I would go to the

different military leaders which I lmew and had known in the past, to find out what was %ty

political pressure, what was the temperature, was there really some dissidence within the
military ranks, was there really a basis for an uprising against NGO DINH DIEM? I was un-
able, at this time, to determine this fact. There was an isolated dissidence within the
militarv structure. This was reported in February and March of 1962." pp. 16-17.

SOURCE: e
Bearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Coneln R. DAWSON

LA S E :
FILE: o 30 June 1975
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PERSOHE/ENTTTIRS DATES: l V///'CATFCORIFS'
—BEEM- o 1963 ; DIEM |

!
OCCURRENCE:  '"Most manifestations of political oppostion," wrote Henderson, 'were

vigorously suppressed. Civil liberties remained an unfulfilled ideal. Elections were
far from free and many of the devices used to stimulate popular support for the regime
bor? thg Fhe familiar stamp of modern totalitarian practice. No doubt these moves could
bg Justlfled,_at least to some extent, in terms of the overwhelming problems confronting
Diem dur}ng his first few years in office and also the inexperience of Free Viet Nam's
people with the forms and substance of democracy, but...Diem had still to prove that his
professed devotion to the democratic cause represented anything more than a facade to
disguise increasingly plain reality of stern dictatorship." (164-165) .

SOURCE:
Row, 1965

SSTAFF :
Dawson, R.

pDATE. July 2, 1975

Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper«3

TG e, e e o ey 1 | S Bt (i St . A i S o v o . e
e it o e . A8 i g’ S o s e o, SR i bl it e S e

PERSONS/ENTTITIES : DATES: | CATEGORIES :
NGO DINH CAN 1963 1 pmEM

MINISTER OF INTERTOR ;

Coneunt

OCCURRENCE ; ~

72" CONEIN stated that: "On May 7, 1963,..... "The MINISTER OF INTERIOR, myself &
his entourage flew to Hue in central Vietnam. Wnile in Hue, 1t was on my gircraft that I .
assigned to me for that day ——: while in Hue, they had a very large meeting of different
military authorities and at that time I did not realize what was going on. They had met w
the President's brother, NGO DINH CAN who was considered the war lord, in a way, and some
decisions were made, of wnich I was not aware of (sic). We returned quite late the night
the 7th; though I wanted to stay, the MINISTER OF THE - INTERIOR told me it would be impossi:
T wanted to see the celebration of the birthday of Budda. I wanted to see burnt boats wit’
the candles 1it going down the perfumed river, but it was not to be. The next day there wa
an attack by the military forces on the Buddhists. At that time, the Buddhists as an ent’’
was not a political force and therefore thought of being, and when the attack on the Budd
came about, this was, in my estimation, one of the turning points in what was happening i~

SOURCE: VIZ U, [ON o 4 ’ STAFF +

; R. DAWSON

U
- i S Y
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein’
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: " CATEGORIES:

" I0DGE, venry CABOT 1963 | DEIMV
CONEIN ' : L

OCCURRENCE: N
" _,..I worked for Ambassador LODGE. I reported to Ambassador ILODGE and I re-
ceived ny instructions from Ambassador LODGE. They were cable instructions, he had a very
good hablt of not reading sometning. He would fold a piece of paper and what pertained tc
you for instructions, he would let vou read that and that alone so that you didn’'t know wl:
was sending it or where it came from. He just read that and he said those are the instruc-
tions, do you understand them? Yes, sir; allright, we'll carry them out." p. 23

SOURCE : }STAFF:
Hearings, 3SCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
PILE TE:
DATE: 54 June 1975
; PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
CONEIN 1963 ' DIEM

)

G Q.,“Gfﬁk‘. (l “U\jxt‘c", _
OCCURRENCE: "I had never, and even right uw to the very end, I had never been asked for any
resources whatsoever to help or to aid in the elimination of any individual." p. 25

SOURCE: _ STAFF :
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
FILE: ‘ : DATE :

Tine MY QTR
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PRRSONS/ENTITIES: - ~ DATES: ‘ CATEGORIES:
1963

Dawson : .
National Seccurity Council -
State Dept

OCCURRENCE:

Colby stated that the policy of the chain of command wanted a determination
whether it be by the Security Council or by other authority is made to carry
out that policy is normally transferrcd from the National Security Council

to the ambassador. '"The ambassador is the President's representative and

has overall authority of all agencies in that country, and therefore, an
important question like this (the Diem coup) would be passed to the ambassador
tohandle. "Now, the other agencies in town would be informed of the policy
directive that we mieht have additional communication as to the details as

to how to implement them, which in this case (the Diem coup) were done through
dircctive to our Station Chief to make sure he operated very directly and im-
mediately under the control of the ambassador.™ Pace 35,

5] CF . Pre
SOURCE: Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1075, Colbhy !§Zﬁ£§- Dawson
i
FILE DATE: /1775
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES : CATEGORIES:
Snecial lorces : 1965 i Diem V/
Colby
OCCURRENCE +

Colby stated that "the Special Forces first arrived in Vietname working for
CTA in this country procram ol developing villazes for their own defensc.
“hen it oot to bhe as 1 remember 750 of them the question arose as to whether
thev should be transferred out of CIA into military control, and this was
done durine 1903; military took over responsibility for that prozran nyd
I will have some more words to say about that at another time." Page 28-29.

STAFF:

Mearings, SSCI, June 20,1975, Colby : S Dawson

SOURCE:
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PERSONS/EZNTITIES: DATES ¢ CATEGORIFS:

BUNDY, MC GEORGE , TAYLOR, MAXWELL
BALL, GEORGE 1963
FORRESTAL, MICHAEL -
HILLSMAN, RcrER AMBASSADOR NOLTING
MC CONE, JOEN, MC NAMARA, ROBERT
T DNT'QT{‘ QQQHE‘TT Pl B o ' ;
CCLURREICE ™™ corpy stated that th in t

3 @ persons typlcally in attendance in the conference
room or situation room to discuss matters in Vietnam during 1963, MESSRS. BUNDY, BALL,
FORRESTAL, HIILIMAN, MC CONE, MC NAMARA GILPATRIC, TAYLOR. bp. 70 COLBY also stated that
generally the Attorney General weas generally not in attendance. -If the meeting was to be
with the President, then it would have been in the Cabinet room and then the Attorney
General would have been there. pp. 70-71, The chairman of the meetings downstairs which
President never attended would have been Mr. BUNDY. pp. 71-72 Mr. HARRIMAN would come sOi
times, COLBY recalled, and Vice President JOHNSON would dlways attend the ones upstairs in
the Cabinet room, but did not take a particularly active part. pp. 72 Anbassador NOLTING.
when he returned, after his replacement in Vietnam tock a very active role opposing action:
against Pre31dent DIEM to the extent that he was invlited to D&TthlD&te And ‘his advice w
not accepted. p. 73 '

“SOURCE: | STAFE: R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby DATE
LI 2
FILE: 1 July 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES:
CONEIN Sumer and prEM - -
Fall 1963 *

OCCURRENCE: "There were (sic) not one coup plan. There were several. The problem that wa:
facing the people that were making assessments of this was which one had the most likely
chanice of succeeding? We were at the point of no return. There was no chance of going back.
because there was going to be a coup. The best thing to do was to monitor and keep the U.S.
government advised of who the principal players were, what their intentions were then and in
the future. It was an impossible situation, and also during this time, it was getting down
to the critical element. In October, the generals had to have assurances that 1 was speakin
for the Ambassador. Several attemptsvwere made to get these assurances, and it was practi—
cally impossible because of the security around the generals who were alreedy suspect....

. p. 28 et
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PERSOUNS/ENTITIES: DATES : GATEGORIES :
.Diem Summer 1963 - Diem v
OCCURRENCE:

"....Diem was not conforming to Western standards of dempcracy. And this
was really the heart of the case against him. Implicit in thelir criticism was the assunp-
tion that Occldental style democracy was, in fact, the answer to Oriental Vietnam's problems.

It wais]S a'r'1 assumption with which Ngo Dinh Dlem disagreed on both practical and philosophical
groun _

Fek W e

SOURCE: STARE »
— "Qur Vietnam Nightmare", Mar’guerite Higgins, —" Dawson
Harper & Row, 1965, p. 165
FILE: ’ "} DATE : July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Thich Tri Quang Summer, 1963 Diem v//

McNamara

Diem

OCCURRENCE: capd=i==

Higegins states in her book that, "Washington generated pressure on Diem for concilia-
tion was based on the assumption that Thich Tri Quang's grievances concerning flags and
such were what motivated his Budist protest movement. But it was evident that what Thich
Tri Quang wanted was a pretext to see. His objective was not a solution, but nonethe-~
less than Diem's head. '

"Perhaps Diem might have had a better image in the United States 1f he had personnally
shown immediate public concern for the victims of the Hue tragedy. He then instantly
order generous indemnification of the families who suffered losses, but this was never
publicized. Perhaps he was too . So inwardly assured of his innocence was
Diem that he did not of going through the trouble of proving 1it. Heweuld certainly

Coontimred orard-2) hae pleased Madicm Ave. boys of [ Embasiy ,‘ggggf‘i 7 & —- o Two
luf such sprada iy would Starcely haye epfcasedd Theel Tro' Quans’ % et Wi D/e/u 1RQIE

SOURCE: our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins,
Harper and Rowe

DATE: July 3, 1975

PR =

Dawson L (o/
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PERSONS /ENT LIRS . DELSS 1 CA LGOI LG
GEN ., HUYUH 7/63 DIEM
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SOURCE : , - , - [ STAFF:
“———" Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, ————" Dawson

page ten.
PTLE ’ aTE:  6/30/75

l)
GEN. DO CAO TRI 7/63 pIEM |~
CEN. NGUYEN KHANH :

GEN, TON THAT DINH o
GEN, DON

ERSOUS/ENT LY TFS DATES : : CATEGORTES:

. A
51 e e
[ N 4’1&)

NS

TTTTTEGURCE | , T STAFF:
Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, T
prage 10. v DATE:

Dawson

DA Py Fe
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PERIONS/HT

LTTES: DRTES , CATEGORLES:

7/63

OCCURRENCE:
CONTINUED ON ANOTHER CARD:

SOURCE? ' . o | STAFE:
=" Heariangs, S5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson
page ten. DATE: 6/30/75
FILE:
. PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : YCATEGORIES:

OCCURRERCE:

CONTINUED FROM FIRST CARD:

SOURCE :

Hearings, $.8.C.I.,' 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STAFE: Dawson
page 11.
FILE: ‘ . DATE

6/30/75

32423615 Page 39

.
-

H¥ 50955 DocId



Lo d nany s ' Lo L

OCCURRE

HCE

Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
Page 11, ’

£t i e e o S et o £ iy o i gmam, i it e ek e i e e e St ot o e T 0, o e

STAFF:
" Dawson

DATE: 6/30/7¢

PERSONS/ENTITLES : o DATES :

7/63

LATE‘O?1F§

OCCURKENCE:

(ot e]
st
i

fha SROTeT

P A

v
e iy Lie

SOURCE:

FTIAS:

Hearings, S.5.C 1., 67267/5—”Cone1n, TXHhibit one,
page 10=11.

Dawson

DATE: 6/30/7
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P oUNS/ENT UULES DATES :
NGO DLH NHU »
CONEIN July 11, 1963

CATEGORIES:

DIEM v

OCCURRENCL : CONEIN states that: "On July 11, 1963; NHU called the generals together Ior

staff meeting and shoeked them by telling them that he knew of gome coup planning going on
the generals. This scared the generals and other officers, needless to say, that NGO DINP
NHU would be completely aware that there was some dissidence in the ranks.'" p. 20-21.

SOURCE - ' STARE -
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

R. DAWSON

30 June 1975

o e TR M A ot e, s S S S Gl T D PN Sl s e St s W, T M o S e e i Ry S gt T S Al st i i, s e i o . e i - N i

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES ; CATEGORIES:
Krulik, Major General Vietor H. Diem
Kennedy, John F.
Mendenhall, Joseph, State 3/6_}
National Security Council ‘

OCCURRENCE :

Higgins notes that Kennedy dispateched Krulik and Mendenhall to Viet Nam to make a tour of
the country to determine the effect of the Buddhist crisis on the war against the Viet
Cong., Returning to Washington, Krulik and Mendenhall each gave a different report on the
effect. Higgins notes that Kennedy asked wryly, "Have you two fellows been in the same
country?'" Higgins goes on to note that thig was indeed indicative of the American reac-

tion to Vietnam generally. Krulik, Higgins points out, visited the theatre of war by go—

ing to all core areas as well as six divisional and some twenty-five regimental and bat-
talion headquarters. But Mendenhall saw the theatre of the political intrigue, i.e.,
Hue in Saigon. These latter two areas was the only Viet Nam that Amerlcans knew during

that time, and it was the slightly Effett, volital society W the haven of Viet
Nam's chronlcally critical and bickering intellectu ~X05)
e D0 % €§ %gks

3 \_,.A.v

K

SOURCE: our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite ﬁaggiﬁk STAFF Dawson

Harper and Rowe

NATE » e oA aAme
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:: - DATES: i : CATEGORIES:
NilU, NGO DINH
: Dnmwv//
CONEIN ' ' August 1963 '
"OCCURRENCE: The coup ....'aborted, because, one, they did not have necessary forces.

I'm talking about the coup plotters, did not have the necessary forces to combat those
loyal to the DIEM government, namely elements of the Marines, elements of the Rangers,
presidential guard, and other units, and especially the Special Forces, which were the best
armed trocps available. Also, they announced in the press that the CIA was paying to have
a coup. Tnis was a very shrewd and calculating move on any man on the quality NGO DINH N’
who was a shrewd politician and also master of psychological warfare." pp. 22-23

SOURCE : . ' STAFF: R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE: 20 June 1975
FILAC ¢

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | |  CATECORTES -
VTETNAVESE, SPECTAL FORCES —= i = ZGORTES:

COLBY August 1963 ° @ . DIEM

PG ;-?—"_"\
il

OCCURAENCL:  COLBY staled that: "As patrt ol The pressure on the governient in the AUl
period, in response to the fact that these SPECIAL FORCES with Vietnamese military and wit’
Vietnamese police had conducted the raid on pagodas, CIA was directed to suspend its assim
ance to the SPECIAL FORCES. We did not suspend our assistance to the police or to the
military who were involved in that, but CIA is an easy thing to turn off, turn on and off.
The other programs are much more difficult to turn on and off, In a simple way, I think t!
has had a certain influence in what they did. I know it resulted in the transfer of sever
units outside of Saigon when we said we would continue to support them." p. 78-79

p . R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby

PILE

SOURCE - | : [STAPT
|
1
{DATE: 1 Jwly 1975
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‘ )

|
WMADAME NHU , | )
SOONEIN August 1963 1 DIEM v
Ln

in

=
?CCHJRREHJC&: CONEIN states that: "Just before August 21, 1963, there were periods the
®yonzes burned themselves and that there had been local press releases made by MADAME NHU
Ethat were sometimes not too well received by the Americans, and also antagonized the popul:
Mop. 21

s

(
=
]
S

£F abeg gGTI9ER

SOURCE | I STAFF :

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Coneln ! R. DAWSON

FILE: | , - ’DATTh 31 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES ¢ _ CATEGORIES:
COMMODITY IMPORT PRO
DIEM , ROGRAN August 1963

COLBY, WILLIAM
NGO DINH NHU » CONEIN

UCCURRENCE ; COLBY stated that the United States sought to put pressure on President DIEM

and the govemment, particularly to remove NGO DINH NHU from the country, to bring about ter-
tain changes of policy in August of 1963 that was thought necessary to lmprove the perfor-
mance of the goverrment of South Vietnam. Among these were the suspension of Public Law

480 aid the suspension of the commodity import.program. And also through various contacts
with dlssident generals, the Unlted States was requested whether it would stand aside if

the generals ran thelr own coup, and they were given the response in general terms that,
"Yes, we would stand aside, and yes, we would continue the aid program if a successor gov-
ermmment took over and looked reasonably able to carry on the war.  This can only be read as
a green light to the generals. 'Thils message was passed through a CIA officer, but his cre-
ditentials were checked by the generals receiving this kind of a message, with the Ambassador

and with the Chief of the Military Ald group in  Saigon so that there was no guestion
SOURCE: about what U.S. policy was, nor that the CI: ufficer] STAFE:
was speaking for the Anbassador with his knowledge ahd consent."  R- DAWSON

ripe. Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 10-11 DATE : 29 June 1975




PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DIEM . V/
COLBY, WILLIAM ' August 1963 DIEM
NOLTING '
LODGE, Henry Cabot

cipIofd GGCEDGC MH

N’l
N!
U\

I.TI

CURRENCE: corpy testified that during August, 1973 between the change of ambassadors
ffom NOLTING to LODGE, that the government of South Vietnam took that period and raided
Buddists pagadas and essentially sought to surpress the Buddihist dissidence. COLBY stated
that DIEM went out and supressed this kind of active dissidence, Justifying. it in his mind
and publicly as not accepting this kind of dissidence during a wartime situation, which that
country was faced with. COLBY claimed that this suppression only served to adversely affect
DIEM's image here in the Unlted States and intensify the feeling of dissent within the educa-

é ted class In Salgon and in the cities, weakened himself, rather than strengthen himself.
[ad
o
e

SOURCE: .

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 8-9 R. DAWSON
ELLE DATE: 29 June 1975
PERSOUS/ENTTITRS DATES: i////(Am SGORTES
i By

DIEM | | Aug. 7, 1963 | DI

NOLTING, AMBASSADOR - '

RICHARDSON, JOHN :

OCCURRENCE: Higgins asked Diem ‘in an interview on August 7, 1963 whether Diem thought
the United States was plotting against him. Diem replied: “I do not think Ambassador
Nolting is plotting against me. I do not think Richardson /of the CIA/ is plotting
against me. I know there are American officials who are preparing the way in the event

the decision is taken to try and get rid of me. I cannot forsee the future. .And I _
cannot believe that America would turn against an ally under attack, engaged in a struggle
for its very existence. But some people are crazy--and the world is crazy. Still,
Miss Higgins, I hope that your government will take a realistic look at these young
generals plotting to take my place. How much maturity or political understandlng do
they have--of their own country, let alone the world?" (169)
SOURCE::

Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and




CATEGORILES:

PERSONS/ENTITIES: | DATES :

DERY, LODGE, AMBASSADOR | Aug. 7, 1963

| Ced (A2

During an interview by Higgins with DIEM on,August.7, 1963 '"...Diem
sent an aide for document, which I -later deduced to be a memorandum of a recent con-
versation with an American official.”

OCCURRECE

"Your ambassador, " Diem resumed, "comes and tells me that it enhances my
posture of the liberal image to permit demonstrations in the street by the Buddhists
and the political opposition...I cannot seem to convinvce the embassy that this is Viet
Nam--not the United States of America. We have had good reason to ban shreet demonstra-
tions in the middle of a war, and the reason is that the Viet Con;xé§é45?§rywhere...what
would happen if the Viet Cong should infiltrate the demonstratienfiie n%Saigon, toss
a bomb, kills dozens of persons, including some American¢g§§§ﬁ5 Vhat would 'liberal
opinion' say of me then? Would they believe my govegnnf htAvheni 1t said that the Viet
Cong were responsible for the killings because only tﬁ?yﬁ,ﬁmunists could profit from

&F abed CTOCZFCLIPIPOO CC6O0LT MH

SCOURCE: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,| STAFF:

1965 ‘ Dawson, R.
FILE DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTTTIRS : DATES : CATEGORTIES:

| DIEM

CARD TWO é Cad Zlq?Z/

CCCURRENCE < ; :
(continuation) :
such an event? Consider what happened at Hue. These plastic bombs were throw by the
Viet Cong...but.whom did the Americans blame? They blamed me--the President of Viet
Nam-- and the Vietnamese Army. Would they be any more charitable nex;atfle? This is
not child's play; I am not inventing Viet Cong terror. Yet when I Vaoprotect the
people of this country--including the Americans--by good police wd éggping control in

the streets, I am accused of persecuting the Buddhists'" (167

4.

. . _ : STAFP:
o6 " Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, | Dawson, R.
905 : v
1
FILE: _ j DATE Y July 2, 1975

SOURCE:




f PERSOQS/ENTITIESyﬁLuing,Amb' DATES: : CATEGCORIES:

s Affair, Saigon Embassi] :

o Hilcnan, Roger, Assistapt Secretary of Stct%] L//

o Diew
Zirueheart William] [ﬁichlin, Director, YSIA 2/14/4; /

2 Ftet—Hap—

E Caced /‘7)/2/

oF =fivd GT9EZ¥EL:

acARD 1 OCCURRENCE: Higgins points out that on August 14, 1963, Hilsman, in a voice of America

broadcast, declared that the Buddhist crisis was "beginning to affect the war effort."
Higgins decided to check this story with the Sailgon Embassy in approached Milting, who
was at that time in conference with Trueheart and Mechlin. Milting told Higgins that
"Our report shows that the Buddhist crisis is not having any impact at all--though,

of course, it could if riots become severe enough to necessitate diverting front-line
troups.”

"We have made a special check," the Ambassador continued, " of the rumor that Bud-
dhist and Catholics are eating apart an Army messes. Nothing to it. I don't know what
Hilsman based this statement on. But he isn't basing it on anything that went out of
his Embassy, the military mission, or the CIA.' Mechlin u”mested to Milting that
perhaps he should not publicly deny Hilsman's co men g§~ dlsman was, after all,

Milting's boss.'" Higgins, returning to N; éﬁ%; ithereafter, called Hilsman
(Continued on Card 2) i ﬁx
SOURCE: OQur Vietnam Nightmare by Marguer te Higgins, ‘ [ STAFF: Dawson
Harper and Rowe
FILE: DATE:  july 3, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ' CATEGORIES:

Caztd’ 2 oﬁgélw
OCCURRENCEY cang 2

to find out what was the basis for his broadcast. Hilsman conceded that in fact he had
based his account upon the reports in the New York Times and other press dispatches out ¢

of Saigon.  (page RAL TR o
T
70P SECRE

SOURCE:' }VSTAFF:

FILE: !DATE:



PERSONS/ENT IS DATES: CATEGORIES::

Diem 14 August 1963
FT =
‘ i xﬁ Bl
OCCURRENCE : RS

In the furrent Intelligence Memorandum (OCI 2339/63): "Coup Rumors in
- South Vietnam" the following quotation appeared: ". . . the coup reports
and rumors which have arloen since the Buddhist crisis seem to reflect
some serious coup plottlng,Awe have no firm evidence of advancalplannlng

L¥ =feg ELTOEZFEE-PIOOd GLH0L MH

by any group to attempt to overthrow the regime . . ." (2).
SOURCE : STAFE :

1967 I.G. Report, part C, 0.2 ' RD
FILE: ’ o f DATE : .

Cage e e e e e — ,_____§43295 _______
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DIEM 8/21/63 Diean/
Ball, Undersecretary of State ‘
Helms, Richard _ B o 4o, - ‘
Cglé%yU,RggI'\ICE ﬁ ;} ;’5!’3 COLTENT »"’f“ L

: - | I ¥

DCCTATECE O oo

On 21 August 1963, South Vietnamese troops and police attacked the occupwed
Buddhist pagodas throughout the country. DIEM imposed nationwide martial
law. At apresidential meeting on Vietnam on this same date, the participants
from the CIA, including the DCI, DDP, and Chief of Far Eastern Division, it
was pointed out that on'notes taken by the Chief of the Far Eastern Division
that "on the matter of possible alternate leadership in Vietnam, it was
pointed out that there was no indication that DIEM was not in full control."

(2)
.,;f/;V;. - e C - -
SOURCE: S
1967 I.G. Report, Part C -
FILE: -

Cage 6/28/75



PERSONS/ENTITIES:

DATES:
AIES: CATEGORIES:
DIEM

8/21/63 Diem v ,‘

Erg o :

‘ i 3 |} i ;

OCCURRENCE: i ¢[£? §¢ f K(QE/} g EJ ‘
e T Q@? ﬁg J o
Cn 21 August 1963, the current el E) a

intelligence memorand
um (OCI 234
stated that "additional reportg £§6Siot~

While there is no

”?oup Rumors in South Vietnam"

sltuation dangerous." (3 » the Buddhist issue continues to make the
SOURCE: T
1967 I.G Re '_ .
. port, Par
FILE: > rart €,.0.3
: - Cage
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:
21 August 1963 |
CONEIN i
DINH
NGO DINH NHU, .GENERAL DON
OCCURRENCE :

"During the period between 21 August and the lifting of marshall law on 16
September, GENERAL DINH actually considered himself the hero of Vietnam and the savior of
the DIEM regime., DINH, on approximately 31 August had the audacity to inform both President
DIEM and counsellor NHU that he was their savior and requested a ministerial post for himsel!
NHU's reaction was to order him to Dalat for a rest." During this period of time, DINH
realized that he had been played for a dupe by DIEM. The generals would recognize this fact
and GENERAL DON started playing on DINH's vanity by telling him that he was a real hero and
that, above all, should have been thanked by DIEM and NHU for saving the government. ‘

pp. 12 13

SOURCE: . [ STAFF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975 , Exhibit 1, Conein R. DAWSON

‘ﬁ!\m'{?.
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: \//CATEGORIES:
Diem August 21, 1963 Diem

OCCURRENCE & ‘6#ﬁﬁ-fr
Higgins characterlzes the raids mrx¥aksi on the Xaloil and¢ on
Avngust 21, 1963, as the turning polnt in American policy toward Viet Nam. She states
that this crystalizes the feelings of a powerful action inside the Kennedy Administratioen
that Diem had to be opposed.

" raised stories from Saigon scene that had all the inventiveness of an
Orlental Ian Fleming. Soldiers in battle dress were wearing gasmasks “stormed” into

shortly after midnight. A _ of bells; a blood~curdling
scream shattered the spirits serenity. One eye witness professed to see
two monks thrown twenty feet from a balcony. Extravagant rumors about the number of
death and wounded spread like a wild malignancy.

"When the United Nations in Viet Nam investigated the rumors in ok /
— (Contimre—toC: 3 poaths fafor & et Qusont been £
SCHHRCE OQur Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins STAFF : Dawson
Harper and Rowe
The —  estisators fatlad ot feasth . why fad éeem | DATE: July 2, 1975
FILE: ,o/eae:wf du,,,..) me efut alfac Aq dos and Clrewisse. éd’a-‘f’/ :
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PhRSONS/ENT TIES DATES: CATEGORIES:
DIEM 8/21/63 Diem
Ball, Undersecretary of State v
Helms, Richard _ oo . -
Colby, Wm. % fﬁl43|q i TR
3

OCCURRENCE : T
= B eiohsl s
On 21 August 1963, South Vietnamese troops and police attacked the occupwed
Buddhist pagodas throughout the country. DIEM imposed nationwide martial
law, At apresidential meeting on Vietnam on this same date, the participants
from the CIA, including the DCI, DDP, and Chief of Far Eastern Division, it
was pointed out that on notes taken by the Chiel of the Far Fastern Division
that "on the matter of possible alternate leadership in Vietnam, it was
pointed out that there was no indication that DIEM was not in full control."

__ﬂ‘qx. :

(2)
. """'5',) P . g‘.{
SOURCE : I STAFF:
| 1967 I.G. Report, Part C | RD
FILE: DATE:

Cage 6/28/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

21 AUG. thru

e

16 SEFPT. %K
b
SR 28
OCCURRENCE:
AT
- Y . i T TITD
SOVRCE : Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, M'Dawson

page 12.
FILE: ‘ spre . 6/30/75

OCCURRENCE

y

Ty
Dinh

I
233 nsi o¥els
SOURCE: ; - STATT: Dawson
' Hearings, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,

page 12, DATE: 6/30/75 .

PILE:



IS °bed CISEGFCEIPISOd SGE05 MH

PERSONS/ENTLTIES: .| DATES: CATEGORLIES
HILLSMAN Roger (Assistant V4

@cretary of State for Far 8/22/63 Diem
Fastern Affairs)
CTA v Vo QRD 02
‘OCCURRENCE: i g i Efgfquriﬂf\f”r
S L S M
On August 22, 1963, in a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR 3333) the‘f01lOwin§ \q’,

message appeared "Ref dept. telegram in process. Reftel (which Hgs.

not yet seen) states basic line to be taken and directs that it be pushed

at all levels. Hl]Z man requested Hgs. send companion telegram to station
pointing out this is one technigue to bring about surfacing of where and

who real power is. Pressing this line could maximize possibility of obtain-
ing US 8. objective. Even if it does not succeed, it can substantially
assist in identification of alternate or successor leadership wilth necessary
drive, abilities and ambition, to incorporate 1n our overall contlngency .
plannlng and serve as focus of build-up program. Hgs. will comment esd L

SOURCE: | | STAFF:
1967 I1.G. Report, Part C RD

; e T .

PILE: Cage DATE : 6/28/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HILLSMAN, Roger (Assistant

Secretary of State for Far 8/22/63 Diem
Eastern Affairs)
CIA .

' 0D 2 ¢
OCCURRENCE: 7

CARD #2

furgper detail after seeing message, if necessary, but passes above at
HilXsman's request." (3)
=

| STAFF:
1967 I1.G. Report, part C, /2
9067 pore, b /{93 DATE :

SOURCE:
RD

FILE:  (age 6/28/75




Ulva“u,U“«LAAUU. DR TS 3 /CATEGORIES:

RICHARDSON, John (CIA station 8/22/63 Dian#/
chief in Saigon) ‘ '

T 1 O N I A1 S AL R
gg%%RHENC : g 6H3§;L Q;g;:g;;{ SRRt
- iU i Whdls @

On August 22, 1963, in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0208) Chief of
.Station RICHARDSON forwarded his personal views concerning alternate
leadership: ". . . Recent events have made us feel that hope for civilian
government to replace DIEM administration is unrealistic. The solution
seems even more lmprobable than ever before. Would appedr that we should

zG 9bed GTOCTFEE+PEODGCCEOL MH

haye gither DI;M or military junta.. . . View time factor have not ecoordinated
Ehls”me%ga%§ with embassy but we have exchanged views fully on subject mat-
er. - ’
SOURCE 1 ' STAFF :
1967 I.G. Report, part C, g9 3

FILE: ’ > DATE : v

R e CABE | 6/28/75
DATES: CATEGORIES:

PERSONS/ENTITIES:
HILLSMAN, ROGER
“IODGE, HENRY CABOT
CONEIN

S

22 or 23 fugust® DIEM v
1963

OCCURRENCE . LODGE arrived on 22 or 23 August. When he arrived he found that Saigon wiina
armed camp. "During this period of these attacks;on_the pagodas, ther? ha:bbe?ndmigy gomm
tacts madé by a lot of people to anybody who would listen to thgm ta}¥Lng tOUb galg andv
thing about doing away with the existing regime, I had talk?d with d1“f§reg geg;le s and
the ;ne in August -—— I don't recall 1f 1t was the;23rd’or 24th,.we received a gh nien
later been known as the famous ROGER HILLSMAN cable which practically gave us tne & ear

that this type of thing could not continue." pp. 21-22

STAFP :

SOURCE:

i b
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON

NATE o



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
M

CONEIM 23 August 1963 | DIE

OCCURRENCL :

"There was a lot of talk of coups. We met with generals on Qifferegt occasi§
T met with them, other people had also. We had met with colonels and junior offlﬁezs. th
we antileipated éhat there would be some type of action taken in the latter part of August.
p. 22. ‘

£ sbed GT9ETFCEIPIODTI GC6DE MH

SOURCE: 1 STAFF
: ! . DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein ! R. DA
FILE: DATE: 30 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARRTMAN, W. Averrel (Undersecretarfy ) L//
of 3tate for Political Affairs) 8/24/63 Diem
HEIMS (Deputy Director for Plans, (JIA) -
RUSK, Dean (Secretary of State) YRVl BT TR
85&%%3%5§%E-quwp11 (Deputy Sec : £145E I T
ULLURRENCE: of Defense) ; qwggg éﬁéfr;ﬁfgé A?.* ;:
‘ A ARl
On August 24, 1963, in a telephone call from HARRIMAN to HEIMS at 20009 b &

hours, HARRIMAN ocutlined to HELMS the substance of what eventually turned
out to be Deptel 243 to Saigon. In notes recorded by HELMS, in response to
HELMS' query, "HARRIMAN confirmed that the thrust of the telegram contained
an implicit pullout of American forces and support if the Nhus' were not
ousted. HARRIMAN said the message had been cleared With Hyannispordﬁg with
the Secretary of State and with Mr. GILPATRICK.!{l4) '

SOURCE : T STAFE:

1967 I1.G. Report, part c,,p.tj RD

Cage

K/PR/75



PERSONS/ENTI'TIES : DATES: CATEGORIES:
HILSMAN, Ropmer (Ass't. Sec.State for
Far Fastern Aff -- FE) | 25 Aupust 1963 A

LODGE, Henry Cabot (Amb. to SVN) e

OCCURRENCE

On August 25, 1963, in a cable from HILSMAN to LODGE (personal), sent via CIA channels
(DIR 63854), there appeared the following message:

"State cable sent separately represents égonizing at highest levels. Course ocutlined is
dangerous but all agree that delaying clear cut US stand is even more dangerous. It won't

CTOETFZEIPIOONE GS60S HMH

o  De easy for you, but be assured we will back you all the way." (5)
&
2
n
W
SQURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, p. 5 - 2HAEEE pawson
Taci ¢
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: bATES: CATEGORIES
CIA 25 Mug. 1963 DIEM ¥~

10DGE, Henry Cabot

«il

i

4

OCCURRENCE: @ YT R sy ,r.qmm 5
In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR 63855), of August 25, 1963, the following message appeared:

i..
(i fll ‘\’Es :"5‘ -.: ‘ J

"FYI CIA not consulted re cable being sent separately, which however cleared at highest
levels. In circumstances believe CIA must fully accept directives of policy makers and seek
ways accomplish objectives they seek. While have not seen exact text, understand it invites
LODGE final judgment. . . . Danger in present course of action appears to be throwing away
bird in hand before we adequately identified birds in bush, or sorngs they may sing. Thus
suggest a real search for courses of action which might retain options in our hands at same
time as taking positive stand rather than waiting for situation to clarify (at which point we
probably unable to affect it.) This boils down to seeking some middle ground for at least
interim period. . . ." (7)

SOURCE: 1.G. REPORT 1967, p. 7 - | STAFF:  Dawson



FERSONS/ENTITIES:

‘@IARDSON, Saigon Chief of Station
\NH, General (SVN)
Nl

;EFA, CTA officer in Saipgon

DATES ¢
25 Ausust 1963

CATEGORIES:
DIEM ¥

N CETT

(i’i;:i';! {/ )

}‘f-}

BCCURRENCE:
RICCURRENCE

q T R U Y

U CTA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0291), the following message appears on August 25, 1963:
Pl

:ﬁiEF OF STATTON RICHARDSON reports that GENERAL KHANH requested an immediate meeting with

BRA {an officer of the CIA Saipon Station).

o

At the meeting KHANH requested assurances that

& U.S. Government would support the VIETNAMESE ARMY if it should move against the DIEM

BEME. " (7)
&
o
n
n
SOURCE: I.g. REPORT 1967, p. 7 STAFF: Dawson
e C
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75
PEHSONS/ENTLTIES : DATES : ! CATEGORIES:
CIA 26 fugust 1963 | DIEM ¢~
Lpotecoot B LI W AN e ,%;ﬁﬁ\gyxwﬁm
_ AN EREANTT
OCCURRENCE: s

n August 26, 1963, in a CIA document entitled "ONE Staff MemOranddm,

vorking Paper, CIA Distribution Only," the following statement appears:

MR

L ¥
Yy b ‘. .
i L4

No. 60-63, Internal ONE

'On balance, we believe the best hope for the preservation of US interests and attainment
>f' US objectives in South Vietnam lies in the possibility of a coup d'etat by anti-Communist

ationalists with sufficient military support to obviate prolonged civil war.

Such a group

night not prove able to salvage the situation and, indeed, might eventually prove no better

shan the present regime.

Such a development would, however, enable the US and anti-Communist

ationalist elements to make a fresh start unencumbered and unhampered by political errors of

ast years, months, and weeks.

In such a fresh start, we believe, lies the only viable hope

‘or the attainment of US interests and objectives in South Vietnam." (8)

SOURCE :

Ty o Py

T.¢. REPORT 1067, Part C, p. B

STAFF :




MH

g PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
JIELMS, Richard LODGE, Henry Cabolt
CARTER, Gen. Marshall KENNEDY, John F. | 26 August 1963
U CIA
JDY DEPTEL 203
LT, ADM. Harry D. (CINCPAC)

2 OCCURRENCEL :

W

Mn August 26, 1963, HEIMS' record of a Presidential Meeting on Vietnam, is below. The other
FIA participant was GENERAL MARSHALL CARTER, DDCI.

A

= The question was raised as to whether there had been such a significant change in the Vietnam
Bsituation that it really appeared desirable to dump the NHU's and possibly DIEM himself. Prin-
Teipal points discussed were: ADMIRAL FELT's concern over the dangers inherent in the current
@S action in South Vietnam; the fact that LODGE had not seen DIEM to discuss the future role
of the NHU's; the meaning of the phrase 'mive direct support to military commanders' in DEPTEL
243; the question of succession; and what would happen if the action taken over the weekend
failed. The PRESIDENT asked for another session on August 27 with participants to present
biographic data on key SVN personalities and a contingency plan for the succession." (8-9)

SSSREET L.G. REFORT 1967, Part C, pp. §-9 | STAFF: Dawson
— DATE:  28.6.75

- cIA‘;:ﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬁiiiiéég; _____ T Tt N
ggﬁgéﬁDSON, John ﬁ?ﬁgM DATES.

26 Aug. 1963

g Ppbroach
Sald he woulqg havsstgoéghekﬂenerals. In ess
eck with MInpy. n ernce,
| (9




LG ofivg CTOEZFLCIPINOd GLAOL MM

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ~ CATEGORIES:
KENNEDY, John F. HARKINS (MAC/V)
EmMs (DD/P) CIA 27 Aug. 1963
COLRY, William DEPTEL 243 e e D g
[ODGE, Henry Cabot ' LY SNIEl ’7?5¢” f1
i IRAREARS ot wiey A
OCCURRENCE: [C S v gy Lt S R Y DI, S NG B |

On August 27, 1963, there was a Presidential Meeting on Vietnam. The record was taken by
HEIMS or by COLBY for the CIA, and the other CIA participants were CARIER and HELMS:

"he PRESIDENT stabed thab a coup should not be attempted unless it would be successful and
asked whether we could turn back at this point. The PRESIDENT asked that the judement of
LODGE and HARKINS be sought on the prospects for victory or defeat of a coup. A cable was
drafted asking if they still agreed with their concurrences to DEPTEL 243." (9-10)

SOURCE: T1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 9-10 STAFF:  Dawson
' DATE : 28.6.75
FILE
. UATES: ATEG q
DEPIGL 243 DEPTEL 256 > <ATEGORIES :
KENNEDY, John F. ef hug. 1963 DIEH

LODGE, Henry Cabot

HARKINS, John (Commander, MAC/V) P f?} gﬂa ﬁ,‘;;}i:; e
7 3 R it % i ; 3 §
OCCURRENCE: e mﬁﬁgf 'in \&“3 E.
In a State telegram to Saigon (DEPTEL 256), LI WS Ve e e s e v

on Aupust 27, 1963, the following message appeared:

P { l _f ) o

>h ol l; (@) \J

; or operati
to give you all possible support in be et iatay o5 ourrently planned by generals. Ve wish

iy : ‘ st availab !
that developing evidence makes it wise to modify?ﬁ C?ﬁgie b ok o dnsist on any dectston
S0 O '
URCE: . 1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 10

STAFY: payson
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T OUCURITCE:

post for nimsells

gy shed ETQEZFEEiﬁIDUG

~TTTTEOURCE |

FITE:

DALES:

CATEGQRIES:
DIEMG—"""

: 4 voth president
} sudacity to inform e erial
i .+ 31 August, nad tklle auas sted a ministe
pinb, o0 approxiﬁzzeﬁéu?thatghe ;as their savior and regue
piem and Counse

e e BT

e =TGR S parson
16 ECRIE 0/15 Conein, Bxhibit one, Pl
Toarings, 8.5.C.L., 6/20/1

— T UNS/ENT LT IES |
JICHARDSON, John

OCCURRENCE:

DATE:  6/30/75
DATES: CATEGORIES:
28 Aug. 1963

DIEM ¥~

I s ¥ PR

i At
1 August 28, 1963, RICHARDSON reports in a CIA cable from g

ance to win. .

)
X h
; .
. ‘.\I"»‘ LI =
A

8|
S T :
e Bhilie W U d m
aigon (SAIG 0363) that:

>ituation here has reached point of no return....Unless the generals are neutralized before

@ing able to launch their operations, we believe they will act and that they have a good
..We all understand that the effort must succeed and that whatever needs to
done on our part must be done...." (10)

SOURCE:

I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 10

STAFF 2

Dawson



T ULHSONS/ENTITIES : " DATES :

§NSC EXECUTTVE COMTATTTEE = , SRR
IEMS, Richard ,‘

B, | 29 Aug. 1963 DIEM
CIA ’ '

SKENNEDY, John 7. ' T
: NKEDY, John F f“(g f&)? C\(E(A{ L "i 3 {

OCCURRENCE ; . } A
R Lﬁ TF bl S e T

Py

£

Mt a NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, EXECUT
: SXECUTIVE COMMITTEE i i
With a record taken by DD/P HEIMS, shows thatITT%E RSP on Vietean on Augyak #1993,

TOE

“The consensus was that HARI
{INS should confirm to the
e
Mere bona fide and repre ented the views of the US povgrgﬁgiis tgigrghiaapggiighebtfggthIA
S men a

W

B} A
BRESIDENTTAL approval.” (12) telegram glVln? the sense of the meeting was drafted for

(Other CIA participants were not identified.) (12)

SOURCE: 1.5 BORT ,
—==" 1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 12 STAFFT Daveon
FILE: DATE: o8 6.75
PLRSONS/ENTITLLS DATES: CATEGORIES:
KENNEDY, JOHN F. BUNDY, McGeorge V//
RUSK, Dean NSC Exec. Com. 28 Aug. 1963 : DIEM
McNAMARA, Robert LODGE, Henry Cabop L o
TAYLOR, Maxwell HARKINS | John B \§ / Cy ( J. .
oot ‘-\i“vll{m [CENR Y
OCCURRENCE: AT = ENTA ORI

On August 28, 1963, the PRESIDENT met privately with RUSK, McNAMARA, TAYLOR, and McGEORGE
BUNDY. e leported to the rest of the NSC EXECUTIVE LOWMITTEE merely that three telegrams '
were being sent to Saigon: a personal message to LODGE from the PRESIDENT, a general message
from the DEPARIMENT to the AMBASSADOR, and a telegram from TAYIOR to HARKINS. (11)

(This is rellected in notes taken by HEIMS (DD/P) of the NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
COMMTTTEE meeting on Vietnam. Other CIA participants are not jdentified.) (11) .

SOURCE: I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 11 ‘STAFFt Dawson

[ = iDATE: 28.6.75



CATEGORIES:

g QCCURRENCE : 1

OB Aupust 30, 1963, there was a VICE PRESIDENTTAL meeting on ietnam, with HFLMS CARTER
qu COLBY participating. The record is provided by C/FE COLBY which shows that:

IS ST I G 1 LT T RUSK DATES : i'

;bHHSON, Lyndon B. McHAMARA 30 Aug. 1963 b DIEMv//
HIMS BUNDY ! ’
GRTER e e e RN

' ey STt
COLY | SN ,‘} Xtk [; !
= s , ‘ [

l

”@USK referred to recent cable traffic and said that he was not even sure whom we were dealing
NIth or what they were plamning. McNAMARA pointed out that there was some question whether
tMe generals ever did have a plan. BUNDY said he had re-read the earlier traffic and noted
smat they never said they did. GEN. CARTER said he believed that the general's coup was not
l&kely at this stage and that in another week we will be approximately where we were before
:Be attack on the Buddhist temples. BUNDY supgested we consider additional contingencies
»&fore the GROUP and whether the assumptlon that NIlU is impossible is well founded." (13)

SOURCE: 1., REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 13 STAFE: pawson

FILE: ’ DATE: 28.6.75"

SO o I G i e e, i, . s o, . s, i, ‘i ‘g et i . e P WG R e i o T

PERSONS/ENTITTES: DATES :
OHNSON. Lyndon B.  HARKINS
gOLgY ? B CARTER 31 Aug. 1963
RUSK HEIMS .
MCNAVMARA
LODOE

OCCURRENCE:

At a VICE PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on August 31, 1963, a record by C/FE COLBY reflects
that:

"RUSK sugpested we look at precisely what in the Vietnam situation made us think of atcoup
and what might be done to improve conditions in Vietnam. McNAMARA guvveotedutgedglrstege~
quirement was reestablishment of commmication between LODGE and HARKINS ?to 1 gig o
that a teleepram be prepared for Saigon making suggestions as to what we might as

to do." (1i)

DDCI CARTER and DD/P HELMS.also participated.)

STAFREF
SOURCE: l‘—‘”"“ Dawson

T oA mEPORT 1067 Paric 0 p. T4



EPERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES :

NRKINS 31 Aug. 1963 DIEM v/

HEEM

9] . IR ™ D ” iR e
o AR AT T IR R w
'HWOCCURRENCE : [T S e L e

=5

mAugust 31, 1963, in the Saigon Station's chronology of August 1963 coup actbivities, the
Rlowing report appears:

bt

3§NERAL HARKINS was authorized to meet with KHIEM to give KHIEM assurances of USG backing.
HPEM showed a reluctance to talk and suggested that HARKINS meet with GENERAL MINH. KHIEM
ogmented that MINM had called off the planning, and was working, on other methods which KHIEM
qgld not describe. KHIEM further stated that the generals were not ready as they did not have
Wurh forees under their control. " HARKINS decided not to give KHIFM assurances which he had
=8n autho€ized to impart. I1ODGE approved HARKINS' decision on 31 August after HARKINS re-
orted." (13) :

SOURCE:  1.q. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 13 STAFF: Dawson
FILE: DATE:  28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
| Fall 1963 Diem v~
State Department flcCone :
Hefense Department

OCCURRENCE:

Colby stated that the "...in this situation we werce having alwost daily

mcct%nqs with senior olfictals in the CIA, State Department, Delense De-
pnrtmcht and so fovth, in the basement of the White Uouse and there was

no cucstion that this was npational policy and hammered out. ...at these
mcetings, these werce the mectings at which HMr. McCone and I argued very

stronely that we should not move against the Diem government we should
continue "to work with it." Page 36 ;




DIEM v//

Fall 1963

2 PERSONS/ENTITIES: ~ DATES: ’ CATEGORIES:

8  CONEIN ‘ Fall 1963 DIEM o

g .

o
-1

8 OCCURRENCE:

2 CONEIN stated that: there was dissidence within the coup group, the people who
.4 were going to pull the coup and one general didn't like the other general. The best way I
& can describe it, if you had three Vietnamese generals sitting and talking to you, one general
w would talk, walk out of the room to go to the "john", two would tell you, don't trust that
= one, and finally the one who had ,out-waited the other two, there would be one left, and he

would say, dori*t trust those two. p. 31

5

u

{34

m &

ha

SOURCE: ' }STAFP:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein | R. DAWSON
FPILE: DATE :
July 1, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ; CATEGORIES:
COLBY / |
|

LODGE, HENRY CABOT
NATIONAL SECURITY COUVCIL
STATE DERARTMENT
CCCURRENCED corBy stated that "I would say that the embassy's position, the political
section and the ambassador, was much nore sympathetlc to the preposition that the war coul-
not successfully be conducteo with President DIEM still in power without a major change in
his style of operation. However, there is an additional factor, this which was the publi~
pressure on the policy levels of our government in Washington, and the United States, and
think this public pressure was felt particular by the people in the NATIONAL SECURITY COUN
and by the people in the STAIT DEPARIMENT." p. 61

30URCE: STAFE :

R. DAWSON
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WPERSONE/ENTITIES: DETES CATEGORIES:

Lﬂ'
COLBY o . . 15 '
- q@f\{,{&{ ‘(/\{l!ﬁ“\b Fall 1963 i DIEMA/

L]
SLODCE  H.C -
=NSC

e stated
wOCCURRENCE : My, COLBY“that: "The Defense Department was almost totally in a position th:
mthe wars in the countryside, that the countryside seems to be golng along reasonably well,

that this (DIEM's continuance in office) is an wurban problem, urban political problem whici

G$FZE

Pshould not interfere with the main things going on. This was true of the Secretary and
R General HARKINS out there and the Joint Chiefs here and so forth". p. 62
" ‘ ;
SOURCE: STAPI': R, Dawson
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby SATE
ba ol 1 July 1875
FILE: ‘ Y
PERSOHE/ENTITIES DATES: CATEGORIES :
NHU 3
Fall 1963 . } DIEM e
LODGE, #-C- o
COLBY

OCCURRENCE:  (OLBY stated in response to a question as to whether there was any serious
attempt to persuade DIEM to leave office voluntarily that: "There had certainly been dis-
cussions to have NHU leave Vietnam at wardious times'". But, "there was almost no direct
contact between our ambassador LODGE and President DIEM, very little contact.” P. 66




ZCERSONS/ENTITIES: i DATES i CATECORIES:
w COLBY ‘ |

§ f Fall 1963 DIEM 1/

& .

» NSC ;

& STATE DEPARTMENT
“C CURRENCI T COLBY stated that the public pressure that was brought upon or was felt by
the NATIONAL, SECURITY COUNCIL and by the people 1n the STATE DEPARTMENT was "one of distas:

l’.\J

® for President DIEM." p. 61
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SCURCE: I STAFF: R, DAWSON

|

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby -

FILE: IDI«T) 1 July 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES : 5 CATECORIES :
COLBY Fall 1963 ; piEM

PRESIDENT KENNEDY
GENERAL KRULAK
MR. MENDELHAY

OCCURRENCE: COLBY stated that: ”Tne most dramatlc way in wnlch thlS was posed, this has
been described publicly a number of times, was that at one time, particularly with the
frustrating period the President (Kennedy) faced with these two strong positions, he sent
two officers, one a General Krulak, who was an assistant to Secretary MeNamara and a Mr.
Mendelhay, who had formerly been the political counsellor in Saigon, to Saigon for about
five days to make an assessment on the spot and they came back to the camera room, and ones
sat on one end of the room and one sat on the other and General Krulak first said he had b-
to 20 provinces and talked to 20 provinces and 30 military chiefs and all that sort of thir
and the war business (was) going on basically and there were some problems, but the thing
was that they seemed to have a strategy and they seemed to be moving along on it, then

. Mendelhay said he went to three cities and talked to lots of civil servants and polltlcal
people, and all the rest of it and there was a general feeling that the cause hopeless be-
cause there was so much distaste for President DIEM and so much opposition, and the genera:
feeling that the war could not be won. And the President, of course, looked at them and

SOURCE rsusd) ¢ l[ Jou Tosa Tnibus yo b [Te Same coantry ¢ Hrd He STAFRE
Hearings, SSCT. June 20. 1 Thy Answer (s H\a\/ dl&,
SCL, June 20, 1915, Colby ey tookixd wt Ao dillecwt
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R, DAWSCON



PEESONS 7 BNT LY LRSS DATIES:

CATEGOR LIS

z , i
rEnh, Tonthat 9/65 P Dic

=]
wn
MM, Ngo Dinh
-y
a8 OCCURRENCE 5

w

ancin stated that Diem and Nhu did.not understand Dinh's role as a double
gent. Dien or Mhu had planned to have a Bravo T and a Brave TT that Diem

o Hhir o would have their own coupn and go down to Vonotau as i thev were
i(ilHIl and there would immediately be a counter-coun to bring Diem--all
nsilwchd by hu back to power hy popu]ﬂr acclamation. So on Hovember 1

® 1 p.um. in the alternoon when troons werc moving it was assumed by Diem

%d Mhu that this was part of Diem's nlan to have a counter-coup. Pave 606-05,

=4}
5.}

SOURCE:  jlearings, SSC, Conein, June 20, 1975 Dawson
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FILE DATE: 7/1/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES:

CONEIN
DINH
GENERAL DON

DATES: | CATEGORIES :

September 1963 DIEM F””’f

HUAN, Conmanding Officer, Military

Pk S O G
l‘)' Cal\.l LIC..LUD

OCCURR}%CT DON promised DINH that he would personnaly speak to the President on DINH's
behalf and that he would ask that DINH be granted the Ministry of Interior, while he, DON,
would ask for the Ministry of National Defense., DINH believed that DON had his personal
interest at heart and DON did in fact make such an appeal to the President to enlarge his
povernment, but made the proposal in such a way that it would have beeén impossible for DIEM
or NHU to accept. Deadlines were given. DINH was informed that the President would give hii
the ministerial post. After the deadlines had passed and DINH had not received what he tho-
ught was his proper recognition, GENERAL DON and other officers including HUAN continued to
lend sympathy to DINH.while DINH was still waiting for his ministerial post. p. 13

e

ey

SOURCE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Exhibit 1, Conein

Tima U 1Q78



3——.——-~--————-----.——--—-~-----—--—.—~.-—‘---...... - —~
o PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:

S -

@ GENERAL MINH , |

& KEEEM x . September 1963 '  DIEM /

o LODGE, tleani CABOT 1

S DON, GENERAL

= EIN . ;
+ OC(?SIERRENCE: "During the month of September, there was Sglll Lgxggg Egijé ?fxvgzuig,mgﬁgtii ‘22
% tl i I ~ 1d by Ambassador GE i
N time, the month of September, I had been to 3 i o O

N hi 3 messages. L had conveyed messages to : B
§ pla?Zénfcggziééé'nggEéAgaiHigMcggviieaZansion? I had met with GENERAL KHIEM and.B¥G MIH
& gg another ;ccasion. On several occasions, I had met with GENERAL DON and other rmilitary
w leaders." p. 23
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STATE
SOURCE: A o
S . R. DA
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein
FTLE: - DATE: 54 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITTES : DATES : CATEGORIES :
RICHARDSON, John - , '
DIEM DIEMV
CTA CORDY R o e
COL. TUHG IR /7%/=f\FT’f}»
OCCURNRENCE : T TR T

on September 2, 1963,
Inm a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0523),/the I.G. REPORT provides the following summary:

"RICIARDSON cabled a damage assessment. He concluded that DIEM and the NHU's are fully aware
that the USG encouraged the GENERALS to attempt a coup and that CIA was the instrumentality of
this encouragement. He judged there was an even possibility that all major programs could

70 forward as in the past. He listed as a major dilemma the Stations future relationships with
COL. TUNG. He noted his dissatisfaction with TUNG as a GQVN liaison vehicle through which to
conduct PM programs, but noted that the GVN had offered no alternative. Unless we were willing
Lo discontinue our NVN, Laos border, and cross-border programs, we must contlnue to work with
TUNG . [NOTE: PM programs = paramilitary programs) : :

"The Timnes of Vietnam published charges that the CIA was plotting and [inancing a cous:
and was giving asylum to the chief anti-DIIM Buddhist leader. The story was picked up and widely
nlaved by the New York Daily News, the Chicago Tribune, Baltimore Sun, and other prominent

SOURCE: newspapers.”" (15-16) STAFF:

Dawson

Rl ARSIV TAEE o ok Oy b ¥ ~ =P n



2 PLHSUNS/BNTLLLES: DATES CALTEGORLES

KEMNEDY, John F. DIIM _

HELMS NHU . 6 Sept. 1963 DIEM

COLBY BUNDY :

RUSK " MADAME NIU

LBDGL i fxf? f ‘{ A et
o OCCURRENCE: o K :
@E a PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on September 6, 1963, TEEMS and COLBY provide the fol-
Towing summary:

i

USK stressed the lmmediate need for direct contact between LODGE and DIEM. BUNDY pointed out
the necessity of advising LODGE not to have a real show-down with DIEM over NHU at this forth-
qoming meeting, as one of LODGE's cables indicated he was headed very much in this direction.
I@SK apreed to do this. The PRESIDENT agreed with the desirability of silencing MADAME NHU but
axpressed some doubt that NHU's participation was as fatal as STATE seemed to say it was. RUSK
@wmmented that the COUNTRY TEAM had stated its feeling that NHU must go, to which the PRESIDENT
replied that they may have been operating under directives received from here." (16)

TOEE

SOURCE: 1.6, REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 16 !STAFF: Dawson

FILE: DATE:

el Eniy 28(’43




EPLRSUNS/ENT LT IS DATES : CATEGORLES
FWNEDY, John F. DIEM o
TEHS NHU . 6 Sept. 1963 DIEM
Ry BUNDY :
USK " MADAMIE NHU B oon e o ey .
o) H (. NS Fanr e e
BOCCURRENCE: FE Loy SN T =

tza.PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on September 6, 1963, ﬁELMS‘éﬁd COLBY'provide the fol-

owing summary:

EEF

IWSK stressed the lmmediate need for direct contact between LODGE and DIEM. BUNDY pointed out
he necessity of advising LODGE not to have a real show-down with DIEM over NHU at this forth-
qing meeting, as one of LODCE's cables indicated he was headed very much in this direction.

(8K agreed to do this. The PRESIDENT agreed with the desirability of silencing MADAME NHU but

¥pressed some doubt that NHU's participation was as fatal as STATE seemed to say it was.
@mented that the COUNTRY TEAM had stated its feeling that NHU must go, to which the PRESIDENT

eplied that they may have been operating under directives received from here." (16)

RUSK

SOURCE: T.¢. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 16 } STAFF:  payson
FILE: DATE:  28.6.75

PERSONS/ENTIVIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Special Forces  CIA payments
CIA 8 Sept. 1963 B
ITUNS’ Col. t = ‘D”"M ; ";’ e IR
Pell, Dhvid : 2 +?*”i‘fx§[»- B
B RSN R ) RILR L
OCCURRENCE 2 R e RN e S R

On 8 Septenber 1963 wire services In prominent newspapers carried a story that the
Special Forces troops who raided the pagodas on the 21 Auvgust were still being
'péid sceretly by CIA. This story was attributed Lo g nighly reliable source in
Vashington and gave details of support to €ol. Tung in the amount of $33000,QOO
amually, and of payment of$250,000 on 3 September. The fory was datelined in
Washingbon and in Manila. David Bell warned In a telcvision interview that the
U.S. Congress might cut back aid to Vietnam unless the Diam goverrnment changed
its policy. - '

SOURCE: ) STAFF:

. SN - ] Dawson
IG Report 1967 (CIA) , p. 17 DATE :

i
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<r o|at<PERSONS/ENITTIES : DATES : | CATEGORTES :
Erewlask, Victor Gen.,|Mendenhall,Jos. A.| 10 Sept. 1963

Counterinsurgency Specialistp |UN Adviso

P

Joint Chiefs of Staff Bureau Fap Eastern - DIEM
Rusk, Dean Sec. of State . ffairs
MeCone Kennedy ,Johnk,

Jdohn DET
OCCURRENCE: Richardson,John

At a Presidential meeting on Vietnam with Carter and Colby in attendance, the
followling recor by Colby is provided of the meeting of September 10, 1963.

General GrdTah reported his findings in Vietnam. His conclusions were that the

war was going ahead at an impressive pace and that the Vietcong war could be won

if current U.S. military and socologiqg} programs are continued. Mendenhall, the
State representative who accompanied Greiapk, expressed the view that there was
complete breakdown of the Siagon civilian govermment In the security situations in

the provinces had deteriorated. The President asked vhere the two gentlemen had been
insame country. Rusk suggested that the focus be on what happened in July and August
that reversed the optimistic judgments in FMay and June. Mr. McCone talked from a

personal telegram which he had recelved Richardson recommending against any cut in aid.

SOURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 Dawson
PILE: DATE:
6/27/175

PERSONS/ENTITIES: ' DATES: CATEGORIES:
Diem |
Richardson, Chief of Station CIA Siagon DTEM

10 Sept 1963

OCCURRENCE :

On 10 Septcmber 1963 in a cable from the CIA station in Siagon (SAIGOTG60) to
Vashington, the following quotation appears: "Am inclined to feel general officers
will seek evolutionary accomodation with Diem, (if he permits them to do so)
wless overall situation elearly deteriorates, there = . : '
is breakdown of civil - order or of governmental machinery,or unless war effort
begins to 7o backward seriously {despite damages suffered since 8 May and 21 August
am Inclined to bLelieve we should be able to resume successful prosecution of war
in military and civil sections) do not align myself with the view that USG should
suspend aid ".

SOURCE ) STAFE

1G Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 ‘ Dawson




On 10 September 1963, in an interview by Huntley and Bri ey b Csidert de
the c¢harge that the éIA makes its own pglicy.' Y Privicley, the President denied

0L abed GTI9EZFEEIPIOCA  GCEOG MH

PRRSONS/ENTITTES: | DATES: CATEGORIE
kol Medd *:L,‘.‘,.__".:'_,.__;‘_'..'_‘:;S).. :
Kgnnody, John 1, President
CIA | 10 Sept. 1963 DIEM
T OCCURRENCE: ' ; \ f AL ST

SOURCE: \ STAFF
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 .
FILE: P DATE : Dawson
_______________________________ \ 6/27/75
PERSOHS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Borydy ,
Colby ,
feCone DM
VMeManarra ' 10 Sept. 19634 s n n oo
¥ormedy, President : ' {;f§'i; K;f;{ TR
: IR A
e meeting on Vietnam, with -~

OCCURRENCE: At a National Security Councill executiv
Carter and Colby participating for the CIA, Colby provided the following record:
stressed the need to unify U.S. government posture, to coordinate press guldance and to
control outpoing messages to Salpon. - He emphasized the Inportance of following the
President's guldance on this delicate problem, in spite of intensly differing views of
vhat should be done and how, the risk, minimun objectives, and facts. - McNamarra stated
that his position was virouously against throwing out this governrent without seeing
an altergative and that none appeared to exist. HMr. McCone camrented that the problem
was not so much the existance of an alternative as to how to put one into power. Bundy
President's position as one in which we must express our reservations
and misdeeds of Diem but not be a position whers we can not deal with

Bundy

sumarized the
as to mistakes
him further .

SOURCE: STAFF 2

b o PP



E PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:. ' CATEGORIES:
Richardson, John
$eede, General

TIA Station Siagon 11 Sept 1963 DI

H _

g N |

H OCCURRENCE: 14y 5 September 11, 1963 CIA cable from Salgon (SAIG0797) Richardson

yeported that the country team attempted to agree on a six page suwmary cable to answer
M cable from the department requesting views. The team was unable to agree even on the
Nirst three pages of the summary. Weediand Richardson dissented on the basis of the
Tralt summary was too sweeping and too negative including definitively about the country
Pn an inadequate basis of data. He said: "in some ways we seem to have reached the
woint in the offiecial American community, where if you think we can win with the present
%§avernnent, you are simply not running in the right direction with the majority."

-]
)

SOURCE : | STAFE :
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 20 ' Dawison
FILE: o DATE : 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
McCone " Lodge : . A
Colby Nhu I S -
Rusk 11 Sept 1963 © DIEM
Bundy

OCCURRENCE: In a September 11, 1963 meeting of the National Skcurity Council
IExecutive Committec meeting on Vietnam, the record taken by Colby (with McCone also
belng present for the CIA) ine following appears: "Rusk saild he believed that we were
not likely to achieve an independent Vietnam unless we could eliminte Nhu, At the samme
time he was not willing to say that Diem :hould go, he aaw no alternative. Rusk comnented
that we should work with Lodge on Diem to take over the real leadership’and become the
real President. MeCone suggested also the desirability of negotiating with Diem. Bundy
read off a CIA suggestion for a process of negotiating with Nhu.

SOURCE: _ B STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. '
FILE: - DATE:D%BOH



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
dge, Ambassador Henry Cabot ’

11 Sept 196
pt 1963 —

Io0q Qgﬁgg A

5 OCCURRENCE ; =
In a state telegram from Saigon (SAIGH78) Lodge provided the following reflection on

Bhe situation: "My best estimate of the current situation in Vietnam is (a) that

¥t is worsening rapidly; (b) the time has arrived for the U. S. to use what effective
Janctions it has to bring about the fall of the existing governrent and the installation
Bf another; and (¢) that intensive study should be given by the best brains of the
government to all the details, procedures and variants in conncection with suspension

Br aid.”
lx:]

]
ha
SOURCE : ' [ STAFF:
, IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 21 Dawson
FILE: DATE :
6/21/75
PEHSOUS/ENTITIES: DATES: - CATESORIES:
HcCone ‘ s
Coloy Hillsman -
Kennedy, John F.  Tung . .”Dlthi\
MeNamarra Diem 11 Sept 63 P o oni o g 5

OCCURRENCE:  1h a Presidential meeting on Vietnam with the CTA participants
being IMeCone and Colby the record by Colby reflects that MeNemarra pointed oub that
Lodee has little contact with Diem and has not been out of Saigon. Mr. McCene coummented
that he belleved that we should move cautiosly, that we should talk seriously to Diem j
and that Iodge should be urged to visit the countryside to obtain a more realistic ;
view of the effects of suspending aid. Mr. McCone also suggested that another approach 2
be made toNhu tto seek his cooperation ina departure. The President asked whether we i
had carefully studied the detail effects of cuts in aid.(as proposed in a paper prepared
by Hillsman). It was evident that the efTects had not been studies. The President
asked DOD and CIA to analyze the Hillswan paper. HHe also asked that a Telegram be sent
to Lodge asking him to try to reduce the press leakage from Saigon and to establish some
real contact with Diem. Any current plans for aid negotiation should be stalled, and the
PrésidesURe beuld be well dsrned Ofﬂéﬁy—Stﬁpsﬁtakéﬁ”infthis—CUHtFX?f§ﬁ§§uch”a5—thu_‘““”‘
tetandd Arimlvine CTA navient to Col Tung last week. :




3 PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
@ Shellman, Huntington
@ Truehart, William, DCN 13 Sept 1963 - DIEM
@ Lodge, Henry Cabot . -

Don, General

OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable from Salgon on 13 September 1963 (SAIG0890) BHungtington Shellman who
visited Salgon reported his.views of the situation in Vietnam. He included as part of
his report the substance of a discussion with DU\\Truehart: "The Ambassador is
consldering charging McVey with meking the approach to SV military. He mentloned Gen.
Don, to attempt to stimulate early coup action with appropriate U.S. assurances. I
inguired had Ambassador made such a proposal to Washington and was told this was within
Lodge's authority.” ,

ST9EEFELPIDOY

£f abeg

SOURCE : | STAFF:
T IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 22 DAVSON
FILE: DATE .
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATESE CATEGORIES:
Halberstan, David
McCone, John, DCI 15 Sept. 1963 A
DIEM »/ :
f
[T eEmmm
OCCURRENCE : H o

On 15 September 1963, Halberstam stated that the chief of the Central Intelligence
Agency favors all out support for the present regime but that almost all other members
of his staff are embittered over the raids in the pagodas. They also feel thelr
chief close association with Nhu while necessary, has severely damaged intelligence

gathering.

SOURCE: STAFF:
N Nawanr
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PERSOUS/ZENTITIES: ' DATES : .~ CATEGORIES:
P iberstan, David, -
weCone, John, DCI 15 Sept. 1963
2 igon Station : DIEM
@ ' O RN T O R T
e ST TP i ST s i
e OCCURRENCE:: vy ‘ : T

¥n 15 September 1963, Halberstam stated that the chief of the Central Intelligence
Zmoncy favors all out support for the present reglime but that almost all other members
of his staff are embittered over the raids in the pagodas. They also feel thelr
Fhief close associatlon with Nhu while necessary, has severely damaged intelligence

Rathering.
-]
[
i SOURCE: » STATE
 IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 23 AT Dawson
FILE: ' . o 6/21/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES :
Richardson, John -
Diem t ]
16 Sept 1963 DIEM <~
! " .L:[/vj oy ..,.:\ :',A',.Aﬁ , T e e
OCCURRENCE : e

In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG0922) of 16 September 1963 Richardson replied to
Washington's requestfor his judgment on the desirabllity and feasibility of certain
ideas, as Washington was then in the course of constructing an agreed plan. He
cabled: "We must go on trying to win the war with current administration for as long e
as it persists in power (we should not attempt publicly to achieve objectlves with h
respect to GVN with probability of attainment is virtually nil) we cannot covertly

tinker with or engineer coup unless general siltuation is reasonably perpitious

and if we are unable to establish necessary working contact with Vietnamese leaders
willing and able to do the job with necessary means. (Agree we should carefully :
explore and perhaps carefully experiment with graduated measures designed to pressure ;
Diem, within context of persuading him to take steps needed, ‘These measures would be i
more effeftive if they are limited to practical and achelvable objectives.)" ;

SOURCE: T STAFTE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24

Nawsnn N
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIgS}n
Richardson, John itk
Diem _
16 Sept 1963 DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG0922) of 16 September 1963 Richardson replied to
Washington's requestfor his judgment on the desirability and feasibility of certain
ideas, as Washington was then in the course of constructing an agreed plan. He
cabled: "We must go on trying to win the war with current administration for as long
as it persists in power (we should not attempt publicly to achieve objectives with
respect to GVN with probability of attalnment is virtually nil) we cannot covertly
tinker with or engineer coup unless general situation is reasonably perpitious

and if we are unable to establish necessary working contact with Vietnamese leaders
willing and able to do the job with necessary means. (Agree we should carefully
explore and perhaps carefully experiment with graduated measures designed to pressure’
Diem, within context of persuading him to take steps needed. These measures would beé
more effeftive i1f they are limited to practical and achelvable objectives.)"

S0URCE: ) : STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24
. Dawson
FILE: DATE:
' (oS L by
, PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Smith, David R.
CIA Acting Chief after 5 Oct 1963 v’
Richardson, John Lodge Sept 17, 1963 DIEM
Dunn, Mike T R : .y :
R R | ; : R R A :
OCCURRENCE: . T e
QUCUBRENGE LT enbanh s i

Egnzfif?g§22325f0§tﬁhe iecord prepared by Helms on SepteﬂSer¢17E§1963;$£e;5%56f€ed
W me) reports that Lodge wanted to get rid of Mr. Jo

(Mike Dunn) had told Conein that Lodge was 'to get rid of Richardsoﬁ'. h?ogigﬁgrdson
ocgasion Dunn asked Conein, 'do_you think that Dave Smith can run the stations for
a temporary period while a new station chief is being sent out here?' "

SOURCE : [ STAFF:
‘ IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 Dawson
FILEY ' DATE:

6/27/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:

DATES CATEGORIES:
Smith, David R.
CIA Acting Chief after 5 Oct 1963 Sept 17, 1963 DIEM
Richardson, John Lodge ‘
Dunn, Mike Saigon Station
QOCCURRENCE: ’ i R R

In a memoranda for the record prepared by Helms on Septeﬁbe%»i?iE1963:'ﬁé"§éb65%éaJW”:kA

"Smith (discuss with me) reports that Lodge wanted to get rid of Mr. John Richardson
(Mike Dunn) had told Conein that Lodge was 'to get rid of Richardson'. (On one
occasion Dunn asked Copein, 'do you think that Dave Smith can run the stations for

a temporary period while a new station chief is being sent out here?' "

SOURCE : o [ STAFE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 Dawson
FILE: , DATE:
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Lansdale, Major General Rusk, Dean ;
McCone, John - Sept 19, 1963 .
Lodge, Henry Cabot i)
Richardson, John £

OCCURRENCE:

In a personal letter from McCone to Lodge it was stated that: "I was told by Dean Rusk

that you proposed theat Gen. Lansdale(replace Richardson as Chief of Station). I wish

to emphasize the agency will reorient the Salgon station any practical way to meet your

desires. Personnel, including the*statlon chief can be replaced ... Lansdale would
not be acceptable to the organization or to me personally... if the decision is to

abandon all hope of working with the regime then Richardson probably should be replaced

..» We have no current intelllgence nor resulting estimate in hand which could lead
us to conclude that the present regime can be disposed of, or that there exists a
replacement regime which would be better. This is not however to say that a coup may
occur even before you receive this letter...,."

SOURCE: ' STAFE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 Dawson

TIAT T 1~
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PERSOHS/IHTTIT LES DATES ; CATECORIES

Trdpa, Tonry Cabot

Vermedy , John F. Sept. 19, 1963

OCCURRENCE -

On September 19, 1963 in a state telegram Trom Saigon (544) Lodge stoted to the President

that "I apree that no good opportunity for actlon to remove the present goverrnment in
the impediate future is apparent and that we should, therefore, do whatever we can as

an interim measure pending such eventualiby. Frankly, I see no opportunity at all for
substantative changes. "

SOURCE: ~ STAFF:
- Davison

N IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24-25 DATE :

PERSONS/ENTITIES: 3 DATES: QATEGORIES:
Lansdale; Major CGeneral Rusk, Dean
McCone, John Saigon Slation Sept 19, 1963 DIEM
Lodge, Henry Cabot T L S T e
Richardson, John _ AR CR N T S

QCCURRENCE?:

In a personal letter from McCone to Lodge it was stated that: "I was told by Dean Rusk
that you proposed that Gen. Lansdale(replace Richardson as Chief of Station). I wish
to emphasize the agency will reorient the Salgon station any practical way to meet your
desires. Personnel, including the station chief can be replaced ... Lansdale would

not be acceptable to the organization or to me personally... if the decision is to

abandon all hope of working with the reglme then Richardson probably should be replaced

. Ve have no current intelligence nor resulting estimate in hand which could lead
‘us to conclude that the present reglime can be disposed of, or that there exlsts a
replacement regime which would be better. This is not however to say that a coup may
oceur even before you recelve this letter..... u ’

-OURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 Dawson



E . PERSONS/ENTITII{IES_: PATES: CAYRGURLILD S
o ; Rttt
2 MeCone
o CIA Subcommittee on House Armed Services
' Sept. 23, 196 DIEM
= o g
=
e OCCURRENCE: B T
E On Septenber 23, 1963, the McCone briefed the CIA Subcommlittee of House Armed Services.
b “He told them that the agency was urging a slow cautlous approach to the problem of
N ousting the Diem regime and that there appeared to be no replacement for the then
o current regime that was capable of running the government.
wn
;=]
=]
w
Ju]
-]
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SGURCE: - | STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 Dawson
FILS: DATE:
6/25/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
NHU
DINH October 1963 DIEM "
COLONEL TUNG _
CONEIN |

OCCURRENCE: DINH's desire to become a Minister was greater than his allegiance To President
DIEM. He became the actual key to the success of the coup. His facile, and at times
brilliant mind, was used to the general's advantage in that GENERAL DINH convinced President
DIEM that he, General DINH, along with COLONEL TUNG, should be given blanket orders to be
a counter-coup force. “DINH also convinced TUNG to move four of his principal airborne com-
panies on a bootless operation outside of Saigon on 29 and 30 October, so that these troops
would not be present on 1 November. DINH is the Minister of Security in the provisional

government. p. 13

SOURCE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Exhibit 1, Conein

e



PERSONS/ENTITIES « DATES : CATEGORIES :
pIEM ="

CONEIN ~ : October 1963

G6i abeg QIQEZFErii:FIDD([ SLe0g MM

OCCURRENCE : CONEIN stated that he looked wpon hils Job as conveying orders Irom his ai
bassddor to the people that were planning the coup and to monitor those people who were
planning the ecoup, and to get as much information so that our govermment would not be caught
with their pants down. He did agree not to thwart the coup and in fact, to supply economic
and military assistance if the coup succeeded, but did not conceive his objective the en-
couragemrent or the promotion of the coup, nor did he ever discuss the possibility of dis-
couraging the coup. CONEIN stated that if the United States had now shown any interest or
remained neutral in opposing DIEM, there would have been a coup anyway. pp. 38-41

SOURCE: ' : é&AFF;%

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON

_ ) DATE ;

EILE: : T July 1, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES CATEGORIES:

DINH . .

MINH Early October DIEM "

DON 1963

COLONEL CO, Dinh's Deputy

OLCURRENCE ; When the ministerial post for DINH did not materialize by early October, ’E:he
coup principals realized that they had DINH actively thinking against the regime. It is
evident from statements during the series of meetings with GENERAL DON and GENERAL MIN@ dur-
ing the month of October that they still did not trust DINH, but felt they had compromised
him sufficiently with his troops, and, if necessary to eliminate DINH i? he showed any sign
of -compromising the generals. DINH was surrounded by officers who surveilled him 24 hours a

day including CO, his deputy. p. 13

STAFE :

SOURCE 2 R. DAWSON



PERSOHS/ENTITIES:

CONEIN
COLBY, WILLIAM

October, 1967

CATEGORIES:

DIHWV//

FECHPIOOO COG60C MH

OCCURRENCE :

COLBY stated that "The CIA officer (CONEIN) received a call on October 30

M(1963) to come over and join the general staff and come to the meeting and essentially
Ssat with them as they continued the operation from thereon. They didn't move to the de-
“eision to run the coup and he sat in the headquarters during most of the time. He went home

mat one point, etc."

0g =bo

SOURCE :
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- PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Oct. 2, 1963

Conein -

Gen. Don - .
Gen. Duong Van Mi
Gen. Ton That Dinh

DIEMv"

F‘Ii%'ﬂ([ CCG0E MH

& Ngo Dinh Nhu C
] - " - o <& I '.u! )?
N OCCURRENCE : SR e
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CONTINUED ON NEXT
AL merd ope ey La) 0N e v CARD
SOURCE : Hearings, S5CIL, 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One., et STAFF: Dawson
- ‘ DATE: 6/30/75
™ FILE: DATE: 6/30/73
T S ———— e e e e S
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
N
OCCURRLENCLE - CONTINURD FROM TAST CALD:

STAFH:



PERSONS/ENTITIES ‘CATEGORIES:
AMBEASSADOR LODGE o
CONEIN DIEMvV”

GEN. DUONG VAN MINH

OCCURRENCE:

£g sheg EEQEZT’ZEH]IDU(I CO60L MH

SOURCE + . STAFF: Dawson
, Hearings, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Ccrein, Exhibit OneJQ}%!
FILE: DATE:  6/30/75
PERGONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
McNamarra,
Lodge
McCone Oct 3 - 14,1963
Richardson BT o e - N N,
Smith U AP A=
| i Jiv;‘{;"f@z’:?lg
OCCURRENCE : RIS LT

ot . |
v o b wd e TR

On October 3, Lodge wrote a personal letter to McCone stating that "I... agree with what

I understand McNamarra sald to you. The time has come for a new face, but I also think

of Richardson as a devoted and a patriotic American..." On October 4, 1963 in a CIA

cable from Saigon, (SAIG1397) the following report appeared:"....1lt is clear that

Lodge wants a change in chief of station....departing Saigon 18 - 20 hours...". In a

comnent in the IG report it 1s noted that Richardson's departure was based on a head-

quarters request that he retuwrn to headquarters on TDY as soon as possible. Upon

Richardson's departure his deputy David R. Smith, became acting chief of station."

SOURCE + STAFY :
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 26 BapR,  DENSon




PERSONS/ENTITIES:

CC60GC MH

LODGE T Q.
] DATES: CATEGORIES
MCNAMARRA, : :
g TAYLOR 5 Oct 1963 | /
=%
g - OCCURRENCE =
% On 5 October 1963 b ;
N in a states capl
@ instruction that th € to Saigon (DEPTEL534)1t
=] o t was
H GPN. Ambassador ehould continue his policy of "csgitggr?: H Lourth
ctness"toward
5 ,
L~
m
[}
[#1]
SOURCE ;
STAFF .
IG Report 1967 (CIA p. 30 =IAFE
LDATE: .
: PERSOUS/ENTITIES: DATES: : CATREGORIES:
MeNomarra
Lodge :
MeCone Oct 3 - 44,1963 DIEM
Richardson . T o
Sutth : gg!:Ej"; (;“ ;’ghf
OCUURRENCE : . B e B

On October 3, Lodge wrote a personal letter to McCone stating that "I... agree with what

T understand McNamarra said to you. The time has come for a new face, but I also think
of Richardson as a devoled and a patriotic American..."™ On October 4, 1963 in a CIA
cable from Saigon, (SAIG1397) the following report appeared:"....it is clear that

Todge wants a change in chief of station....departing Saigon 18 - 20 hours...". Ina
cament in the IG report it is noted that Richardson's departure was based on a head-
quarters requsst that he return to headquarters on TDY as soon as possible. - Upon
Richardson's departure his deputy David R. Smith, became acting chief of station."

SOURCE?: ) STAFF :

Dawson
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 26 » DATE: '
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
LODGE o T
Dept. of State ‘
FCHNAARRA 5 Oct 1963 DIEM
TAYLOR ) STy
. : ( A S | ‘

OCCU SNCE

on 5 OLLODOP 1963 in a states cable to Saigon (DLPFFL&BN)lt was stated as a fourth
instruction that the Arbassador should continue his policy of "cool correctness"toward
GPN. ' ‘

SOURCE: STAFF:

IG Report 1967 (CIA p. 30 DATE -

FILE: T

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
KENNEDY, JOHN F. T
LODGE, HENRY CABOT DIEM
WHITEHOUSE

Octiober 5,
1963
OCCURRENCE:

In a White louse cable to Saigon (CAPG3560) of 5 Oct 1963, the following message appears:

.Presdient today approved recomrendation that no initiative should be taken to give
any active, covert encouragement to a coup. It should be urgent covert effort with
closest sccurity under broad guldance of Ambassador to identify and build contacts with
possible alternative leadership as it appears....”

SOURCE: STAFE
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 30' . ' Dawson
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DY, JOHN B LES: -

LODGE, HENRY capop
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OCCURRENCE:
_\\
In a White House

22
.

c8 afeg GIOEZPZLTRINBG toeoe B

TEmee—— §
IG Report 1967

CIL e __
1) p. 30 _ Fetuag
f Dawson ,
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Kermedy, John F.
Colby, William
Conrnodity Tisport Program Oct. 5, 1963 DIEM
McCone
OCCURRENCE: .

On 5 October there was a Presidential meeting on Vietnam. The only CIA participant was
McCone. He provided the following record. The meeting was held to discuss matters that
became the subject of DEPTEL 5/34 (See later entry of 5 October.) DCI said it was the
opinion of CIA with the exception of Colby, Chief Fareast Division, that fiddling with
the commodity import program as a political lever would be much more likely to create

an economic crisis undermining the war effort than to scare Diem and Nhu into a more
cocperative attitude, .because it would seriously affect the confidence and planning

of the Vietnamese business community and quickly engender inflatlonary measures at

large of a mwore serious nature. It was the concensus of the meeting that some meaningful
political movements had to be made but exactly what they should be was not determined.

SOURCE T STAFF:

T Renavt 1967 (CTAY n. 27 Dawton
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PERSOHS /BN TTIES DAIES: . CATEGORIES:
SHUTH, DAVID ] -
)gégEiNDA ' Oet 5, 19563 DT
{OLGE
MTNH

OCCURRENCE : |
Tn a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIGLU4T) of 5 October lQﬁB, DAVE SMl.":[‘H, tl?g ACtif%P};iLif of
Statibn cabled thit he had discussed this latest CONEIN/MINH nee§1ngyy}t§.€mbazsgé§1
LODGE and DCH\'TRUEHART. SMITH reported that he'had recommended L?<Ambaaba;or o0
that: "we do not set ourselves errovacably against ?he assassignatioz plg é figctrle
the other two alternatives mezan either a blood ?ath in Salpgon or , protracted strugg
wiich can rip the Arimy and the country asunder.

SOURCE: f _ glAbP;amson
1G Report 1967 (CIA), p.28 DATE :
FILE: 6/27/15
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES o CATEGORIES : -
Nhu, Ngo Dinh Conein
CAn, Ngo Dirh  lLodge Oct 5, 1963 DIEM ¢ o,
blem B A s T A T D R Ty
Minh, General - E%ﬁﬁrq @N%ﬁ%%dﬁgi
'OCCURRENCE: N B S i

I

On October 5, 1963 in a CIA Cable from Saigon (SAIGIU45) it was stated that the
meeting with Conein (approved by Ambassador in October) General Minh requested a
statement of the U.S. Position with respect to a change in the GVN in the near future.
He said he did not expect U.S.G. gupport of a coup effort but did need USG assurances
that USG would not try to thwart his plans. He outlined three possible plans for the
accomplishment of the change of government: (a) assassinationof Ngo Din Nhu and Ngo
Dinh @i-fvﬁeeping Pregsident Dlem in office; (b) encirclement of Saigon by various

military units; and (c) direct confrontation between military units involved in the
coup and loyallst military units. '

SOURCE : [ STAFF:
; IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 27-28 Dawson

FILE: ‘ NATE

1 L3




ZPERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES :

20DGE, HENRY CABOT NPT oy e o e
EENNEDY, JOHN F. 5 or 6 Oct. SHL frepnETeE
ENNEDY, ROBERT F.. 1963 SRS R I e f}
SIEM, MC CONE, JOHN S

=

T .

HOCCURRENCE . o 0ONE recalled a meeting with = President KENNEDY and Attorney General
QROBERT F. KENNEDY had with him on or about October 5 or 6, 1963. The Attorney General was

M'rather non-committal in the meeting. He and I walked downstairs together, and he said,
Nohn, are you sure you are right? And I said, I think I am and he saild I'm rather surprised
&t the position you took. And I said, well, you didn't disagree with it..."(T) This dis-
¢ussion had nothing to do with assassinations. This was whether we should let the coup go

@ use our influences not to. Then interestingly enough, the President sent a series of mes-—
gages to CABOT LODGE urging that he'd do all that he could to get DIEM to change his ways.
CABOT LODGE'S first attempt failed and then he was called —— CABOT LODGE was called by DIEM's
Bffice and DIEM sald, you tell the President to tell me what he wants m: to do and I'll do
it. Unfortunately, the forces were surrounding the palace at that very moment and the coup

was on. It was a kind of a dramatic little part of the history of that tragedy.M- .
SOURCE: '

' STAFF:
Hearings;, SSCI, June 6, 1975, McCone, pp. 63_6u. R. DAWSON

FILS: DATE: 29 June 1975

PERSONS/ENTITIES: , DATES: CA?EGORIES:
KAHN, CONEIN, LODGE, TRUHART, WM. Ve
NGO DINH KAHN 57 Oct. 1963
SMITH, DAVID
COLBY, WILLIAM, MC CONE, JOHN

ber 1963 which reads as follows: "We do not set ourizives irrebl vc;cglg]é%; aﬁaﬁzo gheoiszazf;_
i lot since the other two alternatives mean elther a D.OOC 5
%?‘22%:23 Isj‘r,xf'ugg;le which could rip the army and th? cﬁ)\mtry ,a}l?qcungg;E i Angtts:hihzra.isigisf«iggdraw
NE as follows:
& October 1963 which COLBY wrote for MC CO : ' dire 3 that yeu withdra
i tion plan under MC CONE instru :
recommendation to Ambassador concerning assassina | s
h course of action thereby éndangering
camnot be in a position to actively condone suc : endangering ou
111 lained that this second message he dra
our responsibility, therefore COLBY exp B e e e, of SIS
: g ination as an alternative. COLBY stated tha e
e%ﬁgn gﬁiuﬁiiisﬁ and KAHN, NGO DINH KAHN, were to continue. A reply was sent on O(c:itort:zgn Z
(t)“rorn Saigon in response to the MC CONE cable saying that action was taken as"dipecte s
ing that the Ambassador had been so informed to withdraw the recommendation.

STAFFE @
SOURCE ;
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 12-17 R. DAWSON

FILE: ’ DATE: 29 June 1975
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PERSONS/ENTEITIES: DATES 3 CATEGORIES:
MCCONE
IODGE
SMI'IH Oct 6, 1963 DIEM
OCCURRENCE:
Tn a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR73661lof 6 Oct) the following appears: "... MCCONE directs

that you withdraw recomendations from Ambassador (concerning assassignation plan)
under MCCONE instructions as we can not be inposition actlvely condoning such course

of action and thereby  engaging our responsibility therefore.™

§OURCE: STARE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 28 Dawson
FILE DATE ¢
____________________________________________ N S S 71 74 - N
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
TRUEHART
LODGE
MCCONE .
SHMITH : Oct 7, 1963 DEEM

OCCURRENCE:
In a response to the CIA cable of Oct. 6, 1963, to Salgon, the

station in Saigon

responded (SAIG1463 7 Oct): '"Action taken as directed." In addition since DCI\
TRUEHART was also present when original recommendation was made, specific withdrawal
recomrendation at MCCONE's instruction was also conveyed to TRUEHART. Ambassador

IODGE cormented that he shares MCCONE'S opinion.™

SOURCE:

. IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 29
FILE:

| STAFF:

Dawson
DAETE

6/21/75




PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES: =
BUNDY COLBY %
JOHNSON vo]363 DIEM ,
KILPATRICK g SPECIAL GROUP
MCCONE
OCCURRENCE :

On October 8, 1963 at a speclal group meeting the DCI expressed concern that there
was a lack of intelligence coverage during the period when "the U.S. was maintaining
a posture of almost no official contact at top levels." They refer to the fact :
that NHU and DIEM are not being contacted by Americans. Mr. MCCONE also referred A
to “"theorientation of (Salgon) station functions." Mr. BUNDY pointed out that'for
Americans to resume top level contacts at this time would appear to represent

a political rapprochement. Ambassador LODGE might feel that this was running
counter to his policy.' The Group gave its approval to the basis realignment of
station functions. (The nature of such functions are not outlined.)

68 afed CT9EZFTLIPIOOd . GCE05 MH

R

SOURCE :
SOURCE | g STREFH xxjg,f;ria )
Minutes of Special Group Meeting Oct.l7, 1963 - Kelley
FILE DATE : 6/28/75
PERSONS/ENTIPIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Tung, Col. Smith, David Oct 8 1963
Phillips, Rusus, AID Acting Chief of Station DIEM
Colby, William Sisron after 10(5/63 o
Richardson, John "Jocko"Aid to Diem Regime e
OCCURRENCE: ; — TS T

On 8 Septenmber 1963, the CIA IG Ieport reflacts in a comment that the U.S.
governmzent publicly confirmed on Oct. 8, 1963 that aid had alraady been cut
quitely and over a period of some nnnths. Bill Colby, Jock Anderson and Dave Smith
told us that the public announcenent of the aid reduction was a signal to the
general and that the reductlon was plamned with that in mind. It may be that
the cut in aid was deliberately planned to spur the generals on, but if so, that
intention dld not {ind its way dnto the reecord. The nearest thng to 1t 1s in the
record of a presidential meeting of 10 September 1963. The President asked
Rufus Phillips of AID what specific actions Phillips recemnended and he suggested
"eutting ald to Colonel Tung which would be viewed by the generals with much ‘
enthusiasm as an indication of virgouous of American position. " "In general,
aid cuts were discussed in terms of bring pressure on Diem to make needed changes in
his— e QU(} ‘“r‘ e iﬂbfﬁ"ied —gr-howevenp-legked. upeR hn thae 1], QJﬂmfF}in-pnangn,_it is. .
clear tnﬁb*nte Vietnamese considered the offjcial confjrmation of al@k E-a. a clear
token of their support of coup planning.
WMTT e 1G Report 1967 (CIA), P. 17-*18

Dawson
NAMPIT «
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mcméoﬁ?}ﬂfog(, DATES: CATEGORIES :
. Oct. 9, 1953. DIEM ;- _
%WUR‘RENCE: | i L
Octob A b
the transr, eg 0% 9§3M?$é%§8§ HSKE";’“‘”‘E“% the PPGSide;lt ;tated th\t T
5 a

IG Report 1967 (cIA) p. 32

A 2 T

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
IODGE, HENRY CABOT =
COLBY, WILLIAM Oct 9, 1963 prmt V'

KENNEDY, JOHN F.
ezrmle

M I ™ IR LT PR T
7R @FMmmA

In a CIA cable to Saigon of October 9, 1963, marked eyes only for Ambassador (DIRT4228)
which was originaed by WILLIAM COLBY thefollowing appears:"... while we do not wish

to stimulate coup, we also do not wish to leave thelmpression that U.S. would thwart

a change of government or deny economic or military assistance to a new regime and if
it appeared capable of increasing effectiveness of military effort, insuring popular
support to win war and improving working relationships.with U.S." The cable urges

that the contact with MINH press for “detall information clearly indlcating that

MINH's plans offer a high prospect of success." The text states that these "additlonal
general thoughts" have been discussed with the President and that the cable had been
cleared with high officials at White House, State and Defense.”

s

QCCURRENCE :

T

SOURCE : ' STAFPF:

Natacnm
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PERSONS/ENTITIES
KENNEDY, JOHN F,
RICHARDSON, JOHHN

DATES :

Oct.

9, 1963

CATEGORIES:

DIEM

OCCURRENCE:

On October 9, 1963 Presidential newsconference the President stated that "I know that
the transfer of JOHN RICHARDSON, who ds a very dedicated public servant, has led to
surmises but I can assure you flatly that the CIA has not carried out independent
activities, but has operated under closecortrol of the Director of Central Intelligence
operating under —- with the cooperation of the Natlonal Sgcurity Council and under

my instructions.”

SOURCE:

| STAFF
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 Dawson
FILE: DATE :
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
LODGE, HENRY CABOT  KENNEDY, Joqu =
MINH, GENERAL Oct 10, 1963 DIEM
DON, GENERAL | COsETY,1963
_ COLBY,MELLIMH
OCCURRENCE +

In a 10 October 1963 entry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese
generals coup'" 1t is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. 1In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY "had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. " While we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government
or deny economic and military assittance to a new regime, if it appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in military effort.

SOURCE:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33

STAFF:
DAWSON
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PERSOHS/EHTITIES

LODal , HENRY CAROT
COLBY, VWIILLIAM
KENNEDY, JOHN I,

DATES:

Oct 9, 1963

DM

PIe N

OCCURRENCE ;

Tn a CTA cable to Saigon of October 9, 1963, marked eyes only for Ambassador (DIR71228)

which was originaed by WILLIAM COLBY thefollowing appears:'...

while we do not wish

to stinulate coup, we also do not wish to leave thelmpression that U.S. would thwart
a change of government or deny economic or military assistance to a new regime and if
it appeared capable of increasing effectiveness of military effort, insuring popular
support to win war and inproving working relationships with U.S." The cable urges
that the contact with MINH press for "detall information clearly indicating that

MINH's plans offer a high prospect of success."

The text states that these "additional

general thoughts" have been discussed with the President and that the cable had been

cleared with high officials at White House, State and Defense."

SQURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 Dawson
FILE: PATE;
— 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITTIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
LODGE, HENRY CABOT  KiNNEDY, JOHN F. s
: Oct 10, 1963 DIEM

MINH, GENERAL
TON, GENERAL
COLBY, WILLIAM

_Oct. 9,1963

QCCURRENCE:

In a 10 October 1963 éntry in the Saigon station's '"history of the Vietnamese
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate
contact with General MIHH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. " While we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government
or deny economic and military assittance to a new reglme, if it appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in military effort...."

SOURCE:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33

STAFE
DAWSON
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SOURCE:  Hearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One, 1 — Dgwson
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DATE:  6/30/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

LODGE, HENRY CABOT  KENNEDY, JOHN F, N —
TINH, GENERAL : ct 10, %gga) DIEM v
YON, GENERAL Oct. 59,1963 '

JOLBY, WILLIAM
OCCURRENCE:

In a 10 October 1963 éntry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese
generals coup'” 1t is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detalled clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. " Wnhile we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government
or deny economlce and military assistance to a new regime, if 1t appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in military effort...." o

SOURCE: ' ' STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33 A DAWSON

FILE: - DATE: 6/27/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES 1 CATEGORIES:
Senate Forelgn Relations Committee _
MCCONE . Oct 10,1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE :

A briefing by MCCONE to the Senate Forelgn Relations Committee, it was noted that
"we have not seen a successor government in the wings that we could say positively
would be an improvement over DIEM. Therefore it has been our counsel to proceed
cautionsly, otherwise the situation might flare up which might result in something
of a civil war, and the Commnists would come out the victor merely by sitting on

the sidelines."

¥6 2fieg CI9LEFoE:pIODg

SOURCE : | STAFF:
IG Reprot 1967 (CIA) p. 33 Dawson
FILE: DATE »
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES CATEGORIES:

Senate Foreign Relatlons Committee
MCCONE . Oct 10,1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE:

A briefing by MCCONE to the Senate Fore
"se have not seen a Successor Zovernmen

ign Relations Committee, it was noted that
t in the wings that we could say positively

would be an lmprovement over DIEM, Therefore it has been our counsel to proceed
cautionsly, otherwlise the situation might flare up which might result in'soqething
of a civil war, and the Communists would come out the victor merely by sitting on

the sidelines.”

SOURCE : : | STAFF:
IG Reprot 1967 (CIA) p. 33 Dawson
FILE: NATE

— 6/27/75



PERSOHS/ENTITIES: DATES: ‘ CATHGORTES :

CL60L MH

CONIETN
GEMSRAL. DON

gDIR/h228 Oct 23,1963 D1EM

SLODGE, MEMRY CABOT T
= : LELTETYy et
o . A R e b b

& OCCURRENCE : TR

WIn a OcLober 23, 3, 1963 entry into the Salgon stations, "History of the Vietnamese Generals

“Coup”, it was noted that a meeting with CONEIN requ@sted by Ceneral DON, DON said the
CGenerals had decided to try to stage a coup within a week follcwing 26 October. CONEIN

mundor jnstructions passed the substance of DIR74228 to DON. DON promised he would scek
&hermission of the coup conmittee to give CONEIN their political plan for the Ambassador's

weyes only.
& ]

SOURCE: STAEE’_:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 33 . DATE. Dawson
FILE: )
—_— 6/27/75
PLRSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:: v CATEGORIES:

DIEMZ////

Lt. Col. PHAM NGOC THAO . Oct. 2, '63

OCCURRENCE :

BT RARY Pyan ) WL 4
J! 1220 bours
B
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gun Infied Lo
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IR LMD

)

SOURCE: Hearings, 5.5.0C.1., June <U, 1lY(>, Conein, Exnibil L.} STARF:
_*f‘Pu%&?’ ‘ - Dawson
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~  PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : , CATEGORIES
=)
GONELH 10/23/63 | DIEMt////
AMBASSADOR LODGE  ~
N
[
=l
=]
@ OCCURRENCL:
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SOURCE:  pearings, 8.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, STAFE: payson
o G, =
o - DATE: ¢ 30/7
FILE: / /75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
INEIN
NERAL DON V//
R74228 | Oct 23,1963 DIEM

DGE, HENRY CABOT

, 3 [ o
R

§
1 e
v i

£

OCCURRhNCE 5! T =

a October 23, 1963 entry into the Sailgon stations, ”History of the Vietnamese Generals
up", it was noted that a meeting with CONEIN requested by General DON, DON sald the
nerals had decided to try to stage a coup within a week follewing 26 October. CONEIN
der instructions passed the substance of DIR74228 to DON. DON promised he would seek
rmission of the coup committee to give CONEIN their political plan for the Ambassador's
es only.

SOURCE: | STAFF:
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STAFF:  paysen

SOURCE: -
Hearings, 5.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,P. 6.

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ' CATEGORIES:
‘ Oct. 23, '63 ;

ol
JONEIN
R, HUAN

OCCURRENCE :

SOURCE: yearings, §.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One,p. &) STAFF Y pawson
- ' ’
FILE: PATE:  6/30/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Sen, MINH ' 10/15/63 pIEM &
Ton .
GIN. HARKINS
A
£ ONETN
] OCCURRENCE ;
"
(o]
[=3]
ok
[=]
;-]
=1}
[~
lx:]
=]
o
SOURCE A , . STAFE :
T Hearings, S.5.C.IL., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit Oneﬁ Dawson
DR O Ay, DATE :
FILE: —  6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES

N

SOURCE :

FILE:.

pages 13-1b.

Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STAPF:

Dawson

N . 6/30/75



i PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ' CATEGORIES:
Conein Oct. 17, "63 | DIEM «—
SHuan é
“Gen. Harkins .
whmbassador Lodge
i

A

g OCCURRENCE : Cot.
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SOURCE: jpearings, 8.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One, | STAFF: Dawson
P S, _ .

FITE: } DATE: 6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES : CATEGORIES :
LAM NGOC HUAN . DIEM <«

AMBASSADOR LODGE

QCCURRENCE:

SOURCE: STAFF: Dawson
Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One.
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ; CATEGORIES:

CONEIN :
MC NAMARA 12 October 1963 | DIEM »z”/
NGU YEN QUANG
PHAM NGOC THAO

OCCURRENCE: ynen CONEIN was asked to explain the reference to Secretary MC NAMARA at p.
5, Exnibit 1, he stated that there were different elements contacting the same group, i.e.,
NGU YEN and THAO. But did not explain the reference to MC NAMARA. p. 29 ‘
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SOURCE: STAFE:

Hearings, S5CI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON

FILE: : DATE:
_______________________________________________________ July 1, 1975

s O i e e o e D’ i . s s s’ s .m0,

DATES: ' CATEGORIES:
Oct. 12, '63 DIEM &

PERSONS/ENTITIES:

¥
AMBASSADOR LODGE
SECRETARY MACNAMARA

OCCURRENCE :

AT DA

AR RN T WAl VN

STANE : Dawson

SOURCE:  poorings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One,
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o DON Oct. 24, '63
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CON'T ON NEXT
CARD
?
SOURCE:
_ ncarlngs, S.5.C.1., June 20, 1975, Conein,
: Exhibit One. oo g @ 7.
FILE: b
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:

QCCURRENCE :

CONTINUATION OF
TAST CARD:
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CATIUGUR LB

- PERSONS/ENTLLITIES: DATES : %
DON 10/24 /63 |
2 ONEIN : !
TREN, HARKINS

OCCURRENCE: ienmia)

£0T 2fegd CISCEFECIPIOPd

SOURCE: ~ Hearings, s.5.C.l.; JUme 20, 1975, Conein, EXRIDIT [ STAFF: 5
— pdta\; < /-) L one awson

v ‘F

FILE: . DATE: 6/30/75
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>)ERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES:
ODGE, HENRY CABOT i ; .
1ARKTNS October 24, 1963! DIEM A
3UNDY, MC GEORGE P

JENERAL DON
ZONEIN
JCCURRENCE: In a cable marked "eyes only™ to LODGE and HARKINS from BUNDY dated October
2l CONEIN characterized this telegram as activating the disengagement between the U.S.
rovernment and DIEM. The text of that cable is as follows: "There may be danger. NHU _
1ittempting entrapment DON's approaches to CONEIN. Feel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKIN
»an stand back from any non-essential involvement. It seems wise to maintain close control
ver meetings between DON and CONEIN." p. 33

OURCE: ' STAFF:
learings., SSCI, June 20, 1975. Conein R. DAWSON



5 FLASUNS/ BNT LULES § DATES : CATEGORIES :

- BUNDY CONEIN vl

SJOHNSON Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM

@K TLPATRICK - SPECTIAL GROUP
MCCONE . .

=

] OCCURRENCE :

20n October 24, 1963 Mr. MCCONE had a speclal group meeting "expressed his fear that
%the top U.S. diplomatic and military officials in Saigon are becoming too involved
Ein conversations between General DON and COEIN. Such involvement could destroy CONEIN
gusefullness and involve Ambassador LODGE and General HARKINS in operation difficult
;to deny." The Special Group authorized a message to LODGE and to HARKINS emphasizing
a secure system of contacts with Genral DON and Vietnamese military and an assessment
Eof DON's status and his future plans and the tightening of control over the DON/CONEIN
emeetings. The group agreed to firm up policy thinking re Vietnam before LODGE returns
to Washington and hear Mr. LODGE's views on what courses of action should be taken.

-
=
freg

SOURCE : _ o »

Minutes of Special Group Meeting Oct. 24, 196 E '

FILE: 4 X

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: - CATEGORIES:
ODGE | ] .
JUNDY Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM
ON, GENERAL N B E T P A A T S
ONEIN RN :

OCCURRENCE ¢

T a GIA cable from Saipgon (SAIG1964) from LODGE to BUNDY:it was noted that: "CAS has
seen punctilious in carrying out my instructions. I have personally approved each
eebing between GENERAL DON AND CONEIN who has carried out my orders in each instance
xplicitly..."

SOURCE : ; , STAFE:
IG" Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 DAWSON
: DATE :
6/21/75

e e e
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FERSONS S/ENTIPIES: DLETES -+ CATEGORIES:
IODGE a _‘ T
HARKIRS
BUNDY Oct 24, 1963 D1M
COMNEEIN 3 IR - YOTE
NHU : 107 ﬁ.% IO I R
. RS FERRSNETIN] B
OCCURRENCE : T g{,.“\ 7 \@+7;
In an eyes only Lablo from CIA to Saigon for LODGE and HARKTNS from BUNDY the follow1ng‘
MES5a8e appears: .there may be danger NHU attempting cntrapmnnt Through DON's

approaches to CONPIN Jfeel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKINS should stand back
from any nonessential involvenent...it seems wise to malntain close control over
meetings between DON and CONEIN.Y

SOURCE: ' STAFF

i IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 | parE: DAWSON
_____ — 6/21/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: C&TEGORIES:
BRENT 24 Oct 1963 DIEM
CONEIN -
CRITIC
JGS headquarters

- S%! e( ;Tf\?\l B
DL GURHENCE ; The IG Report notes that, "The fact that CONEIN was at JGS headquarters 1s
well known in official circles. On 24 October, headquarters had cabled the STATION: 'In
future do not repeat not put nmessage re coup plots or rumors in CRITIC channel. Rather you
should ‘slug them IMMEDIATE ATTENTION FOR BRENT.' As a consequence, the firse eabled reports
from the STATION came in as regular CIA cables and were put onto the CRITIC network here at

headquarters."

SOURCE: . | STAFF:
R. DAWSON

CIA IG Report, 1967, p. U2

Ll i ' DATY .



PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES : CATEGORIES:
LHANSEN, “BUREAU OF BUDGET .
SEXECUITVE DIRECTOR OF CIA Oct 24, 1963 DIEM
2TODGE
o RICHARDSON

OCCURRENCE:

»On October 24, 1963, there was a meeting between the executive director of CIA and

KENNETH HANSEN, Bureau of the Budget, wherein HANSEN detailed charges made by IODGE at .

Nhis initial meeting with LODGE. The memorandum for the record prepared by the Execcutive

@Director, detalls the following charges made by LODGE: 1. CIA was improperly dealing

mywith NHU; 2. CIA was reluctant to turn over to the military its operation among the

mhill tribes; 3. CIA had inadequate penetrations of the GVN and the Buddist and was

& caught by surprise; 4, RICHARDSON had a palatial mansion and entertained government

® o{ficials there; 5. the CIA station was too large and too visible; 6. CIA acted on its

Eomn initiative without coordination and without control either at the Ambassador or

Tyashington. HANSEN said he later reported to LODGE that he thought LODGE's charges were
erroncous. He saild he was convinced that everything the CIA had ddone in Vietnam had
been approved in Washington, coordinated with and carried out under the directions of the
Arbassador, and had been carried out with good judgment and with a high quality of
perforﬂﬁﬁggiﬁaﬂiANSEN noted that at the time of his first meeting wingmﬁﬂgﬂﬁ LODGE hadnot
yet had a full breifing on what the Agency was doing. This took plgce a few days later.
(This appears to be a record by the CIA of a source which 1t had in 1SA%%§¢au of the Budget

for TindideEout what Lodges thinking was at this time.
__________ O At SRS (B BY s v

FoEipron

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : : CATEGORIES:
DON, - GENERAL
HARKINS, GENERAL -
~ CONEIN, Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

In an entry of October 24, 1963 the Saigon's station "History of the Vietnamese Generals
Coup", it 1s noted that CONEIN held two meetings with General DON of 24 October. DON
reported he had been informed by Gehirel HARKENS that the U. S. military would not thwart
any coup plans. DON said the coup plans were complete; the necessary military units were
avallable; and that the coup would occur no later than 2 November. The second meeting
DO said the coup committee refused to turn over the political plan but authorized DON
to outline its substance, which he did.

SOURCE : : | STAFF:
) IG Report 1967 (CIA),p. 35 : Dawson
A 1 | DATE :

R/Di/7ﬁ



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:

8 LoDeE CATEGORIES:
HIﬂUﬂ{INS

s BUNDY

S oA | Oct 24, 1963

& NHU '

]

- OCCURRENCE : '

5 L Sl b 1
& In an eyes only cable from CIA to Saigon for LODGE and HARKENS, from BUNDY the following.

=
w Message appears: "...there may be danger NHU atte
_ mpting entrapment thro DON?
?ig;ézggeiogg CONEiSi.igeei quite strongly that LODGE and HARKINS shoulduggand b:ck
& ssen volvement...it seems wise to main
E meetings between DON and CONEIN." ° rain elose control over

[
fma
]
SOURCE :
OURCE STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p.
FILE: ) p. 35 — DAWSON
__________________ , 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
HANSEN s, BUREAU UF BULGEL - —7"—“‘
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CIA Oct 24, 1963 DIEM ’
LODGE , _ N RN |
RICHARDSON i SEuS |
OCCURRENGE: ‘ ;

On October 24, 1963, there was a meeting between the executive director of CIA and

KENNETH HANSEN, Bureau of the Budget, wherein HANSEN detailed charges made by LODGE at -

his initial meeting with LODGE. The memorandum for the record prepared by the Executilve i
Director, details the following charges made by LODGE: 1. CIA was improperly dealing -
with NHU; 2. CIA was reluctant to turn over to the military its operation among the '
hill tribes; 3. CIA had inadequate penetrations of the GVN and the Buddist and was !
caught by surprise; 4. RICHARDSON had a palatlal mansion and entertalned government |
officials there; 5. the CIA station was too large and too vislble; 6. CIA acted on its i
own initiative without coordination and without control either at the Ambassador or ;
Washington. HANSEN said he later reported to LODGE that he thought LODGE's charges were
erroneous. He said he was convinced that everything the CIA had ddone in Vietnam had E
been approved in Washington, coordinated with and carried out under the directions of the !
Amhassado and had been carried out with good judement and with a hiegh quality of
performaRCEHANSEN noted that at the time of his first meeting wighellGE:, LODGE hadnot
vet had a full breifing on what the Agency was doing. This took plgce a few days later.
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES CATEGORIES:
DON, GENERAL |
HARKINS, GENERAL » V/
TONEIN, , Oct. 24, 1963 | DIEM
OCCURRENCE

In an entry of October 24, 1963 the Salgon's station "History of the Vietnamese Generals

Coup", it is noted that CONEIN held two meetings with General DON of 24 QOctober. DON

reported he had been informed b Geheral HARKENS that the U. S. military would not thwart
any coup plans. DON sald the coup plans were complete; the necessary military units were

available; and that the coup would occur no later than 2 November. The second meeting

DON saild the coup committee refused to turn over the political plan but authorized.DON

to outline its substance, which he did.

SOURCE : | STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA),p. 35 ) Dawson
FILE: DATE:
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES:
1.ODGE
BUNDY
DON, GENERAL
CONEIN

OCCURRENCE:

In a 8IA cable from Salgon (SAIG1964) from LODGE to BUNDY:.it was noted that: "CAS has
been punctilious in carrying out my instructions. I have personally approved each
meeting between GENERAL DON AND CONEIN who has carried out my orders in each instance
explicitly..."

SOURCE : STAFYE 2

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 — DAWSON
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] PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | | CATEGORIES: !
2MCCONE NHU Y }
SKENNEDY, JOHN F. _ ‘ Oct.25, 1963 DIEM -
“LODGE . |
EDIEM . A SRR e TN T :

S B -

OCCURRENCE : T N -
n an October 25, 1963 Presidential meeting on Vietnam, with the only participant from
IA being MCCONE, MCCONE's notes show that the President stated that the purpose
Wf the meeting was to consider: (1) recent actions in South Vietnam with respect to
oup planning and qualifications of the individuals reporting, and (2) our policy in
Wout Vietnam as he wished to be assured there was uhanimity within the government
prior to the return of LODGE for consultations. MCCONE stated his views in detail.
&In sessance, he held: (1) DON might be managed by NHU; (2) CIA has not control and
"herefore could assume little responsibility; (3) DON could have a coup in the making
gind could pull it off; (4) we are handling a delicate situation in a non-professional
‘manner; (5) successful coup would lead to confusion because generals would provide weak
leadership; (6) one coup would be followed by another and the war-might be lost during
pErivd g peEttical confusiorry 7 civittars—capabte—of—rumring Sot Enem-eoutd-Rob——
be injetted—nto the government and exercise effective control; (8) - &b' discuss
important political issues with DIEM because of the policy of "cool} correct attitude; (9) |
we elthey have to work with DIEM and NHU or we have to take aggres EA%geps to remove them *
and it7Izs hot clear that the succeeding government would be much b = ;

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 36

FEEIPIO

T9E

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
MCCONE NHU ﬂ
KENNEDY , JOHN F. , Oct.25, 1963 DIEM
LODGE «
DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

In an October 25, 1963 Presidential meeting on Vietnam, with the only participant from
CIA being MCCONE, MCCONE's notes show that the President stated that t@g purpos? .

of the meeting was to consider: (1) recent actlions in South Vietnam with respect iﬁ
coup planning and gqualifications of the individuals reporting, and (2) our policyt

Sout Vietnam as he wished to be assured there was unag%mity within the governmenl
prior to the return of LODGE for consultations. [MCCONE stated his vlews in detai é

In sessance, he held: (1) DON might be managed by NHU; (2) CIA has not control an )
therefore could assure little responsibility; (3) DON could have a coup in t?e mikini
and could pull it off; (4) we are handling a delicate situation in a non-pro esidon% e
manner; (5) successful coup would lead to confusion because generéls would groz de we
leadership; (6) one coup would ?e\fo}lgygd by anop?er ind th?mwa£4T}ghglb?hﬁgsnnuzg}ng
pertod g pptitivalcorfusion; Protvittans—capasie—ol lultullilké Souflr¥ininan—€o Aot———
be injected nto the government and exercise effective contro

; (8)] anled’ discuss

i ; i 3 it v the policy of "coolf correct attitude; (9)
important political issues with DIEM because of 011 1 )
we elthar save to work with DIEM and NHU or we haye Lo_%ake aggfefifﬁgﬁggps to remove them



PERSONS/ENTITIES: ' DATES: CATEGORIES:

“DON, GENERAL

& ODGE,” AMBASSADOR DIEM Y
EpONEIN Oct. 28, 1963

=

Lad

E OCCURRENCE -

i Vietnamese Generals
She October 28, 1963 entry in the Salgon stations "History of the :
SCoup" notes thz’it: General DON asked LODGE if CONEIN was speaking for thg~An1bassador.
DGE replied in the affirmative. 'DON told the Anbas dd‘x;--khat{"’che U:s. govemrerl;gN
sshould not interfer with or try to stimulate a cou;:\_g\ The: Aml.basgadqr agreed vwith .
= 4 Lt SRS
i } 2

1)

[
(=)
=
SOURCE: | STAFF:
. : DAWSON
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 36-37 : DATE:-
FILE: 6/21/15
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES :
DON, GENERAL 28 October 1963] DIEM t—"
LODGE, HENRY CABOT
CONEIN :

OCCURRENCE ! coNETN sald "in the latter part of October, he was informed by DON to convey

- to LODGE that they were ready to have a coup and that CONEIN was to stay home and await fur-
ther orders, and that the coup would be accomplished before November 2, 1963. LODGE,. who
was preparing to return home on the 31st of October, was requested through CONEIN by DON
that LODCGE not change his_plans as it might be a signal to DIEM and NHU that something was
going on. p. 48. '

SOURCE ; | STAFF:

. R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

FILE: DATE «




§ERSOE‘SS/ENTITIRS: DATES ' CATEGORIES:

SBTILWELL, GENERAL RICHARD ‘ V//

YCONEIN - lLatter part of DIEM

GENERAL DON ’ October 1963 '

SLODGE, HENRY CABOT ‘ :

=

=

HCCURRENCE: In the latter part of October, CONEIN stated, the people in Washington figured
M

®rhat CONEIN was being set up as "patsy" and that this would be highly embarrassing for the
2U.S. government in case he was found out to have been set up. Therefore, the people in Wash
Sington made made recommendations that somebody more senior to him and with extensive militar:
background should take over from him. When Washington then sent a message to Arbassador
SLODGE and recommended that a capable officer and a personal friend of CONEIN's, GENERAL
SSTILWELL take over, GENERAL DON and the coup members said, no, we trust CONEIN, we don't wan!
t:anybody élse. pp. 31=32 . :

[

SOURCE: STAFF ¢
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
DATE:
FILE: July 1, 1975
PERSOHS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORITES .

XN, GRENERAL
TODGE, AMPASSADOR
SONIIN Oct. 28, 1963 ' DM

OCCURKRENGE | e

'me October 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon stations "History of the Vietnamese Generals
coup" notes that: General LON -asked LODGE if CONEIN was speaking for the Arbassador.
ODGE replied in the affirmative. DON told the Agbassador thati the U {s. govermment

should not  interfer with or try to stimulate a coup\;.‘-i i‘Pr'le".\"_Ambaséadqr'g{gr‘gzéd with DON.

SOURCE: | SUNE

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 36-37 mame . PAWSON



DA L1 § CATEGORIES:

Emg GENERAL

EONEIN Oct 28, 1963 DIEM

MODGE, HENRY CABOT o b e

b . A IR AN TN

g OCCURRENCE: BRI T

B an October 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon station "History of the Vietnames Generals

Caoup” it is noLed that: CONEIN met with Genral DON for the last time before the

@oup was launched. DON confirmed he had talked with the Ambassador who had vouched

ﬁ)r CONEIN. DON stated that he was leaving on 29 October to coordinate final

[ﬁms. DON reguested CONEIN to remain at home until 30 October -- until further

notice. DON repeated that the Ambassador would have the plans before the coup

Uegan, ,but when pressed on his previous commitment ‘to make them available, 48 hours
advance, DON said that possiblythe hours would only be made available 4 hours in

algvance DON said that nothing would be happening within the next 48 hours ‘and that,
there was a good reason for the ambassador to change his planned 31 October depar’ture,

the Mbassador would be informned in time to make his own decision.

SOURCE - STAFY :
1G Report 1967 (CIA) P. 37 DAWSON

FILE: - | DATE:
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CONZIN GEN. DO CAO TRI

a

GEN, DON
AMBAS . LODGE

‘PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES »

GEN. NGUYEN KHANH Oet. 28, '63

pluras Ay
W XA
1

OCCURRLEwu .
L&
CON'T ON NEXT
CARD
SOURCE:  yearings, 5.5.C.I., June 20, 1975, Conmein, Exhibit | SLAEC! Daygon
R T f:?,;\f, ene,
FILE: e DATE: 6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : f CATEGORIES:
» H I
OCCURRENCE:
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SOURCE: o, 7 o 4,

ST T L




TCEE0E MH

PIooQ

PIT abeg -§19cZ¥EL:

== PERSONS/ENTITIES:

OCCURRENCE :

CONT. FROM LAST
CARD

s 1 S S e T
o T




-
-

CATEGORIES

¥
.

DATES

STAFE ¢

DATE :

i i S ot e s s it s s, o M o e . s e " S e A Wt O



SCe0L MH

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES ¢ ) CATEGORIES:
Tinh Y ' -
ghung, CART Concin ‘ 11/2/763
a

= . s
s2hu, oo Dinh
bam, Col

ARl

OCCURRENCE :
Bam was returning with Dienm and Mhu and an aide of Dicw to the headguarters
™ oan armored personnel carrvier when Hinh in a separate column in radio com-
munications with Lan's colunn found out that Diem and MNhu had been taken.
oncin states that Hinh with his aide, crosscd the colnmn, halted it and
Shunn stepped into the armored car and upon orders [rom Hinh dhono Ti)led
ghem.  The bodies werce then taken directly to the General Staff lHeadenarters
and latey on-in the alternoon thev were later removed [rom the Cencral Staflf
Hendauarters to Cliniqgue St. Panl.

EZE

SOURCE:  pearines, &SC Conein, June 20, 1975 STAFT: Davson
DATE: 7/1/75
FILE:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:  CATEGORIES:

LODGE, HENRY CABOT
1 November 1963 DIEM .«

CONEIN

OCCURRENCE: on or about 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon on November 1, 1963, there were
communications between LODGE and DIEM. CONEIN was in both radio and telephonic contact
with the Embassy, keeping them posted of the units, the personalities and what was trans-
piring. CGONEIN was to convey, one of the first messages from the generals that the genera
did not want any U.S. military officer or advisor wilth any of the attacking units. They d
not want any American participation within the coup. p. 50

SOURCE:
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PIRSONG /RS DAY G 4 CRTELGORTES

- 2400 hours ’
THIEN KHIEM Nov. 1, '67 DIEM /

VAN DON

o RRENCT |

oo

9TT ahed GT9cZFZEPIIOE GC605 MH
=

SOURCE: . , ) . STAFF:
- e Hearings, S.5.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, | =% — Dawson

Exhibit One, page 21. DATE :

FILE: == 4/30/75
PERSCNS/ENTTTIES : , DATES : CATEGORTES:
Nov. 1, '63 pEM
2600 hours
GCCURRENCE: :
T e
Feen vty pbadmi oo S0 RO0 R
GURCE: . I'STAFT b:
SOURCE: Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, awson,

Exhibit One, page 21.

FILLE spte:  6/30/75



- LrgTVR D/ LD DATES: CATEGORIES:
3 11/3/63 /
E 2140 hours DIEM
aHU ]
o e e Lo
2 OCCURRLENCIE :
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R
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ha
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a
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1
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SOUKCE: T STARR .
— Hearings, 5.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, . -
Exhibit One, page 19.

PERSONS/ENTITIRS: DATE

11/&/@5

2400 hours DIEML////

SOURCE:
- Hearings, $.5.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Dawson
Exhibit One, page 21.
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MINH 11/1/63
AMBASSADOR LODGE
1925 hours

OQCUCUHRENCE

-~

SOURCE; '
~—~ Hearings, $5.S8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One,

CSTANE: D AW s an)

page 108. DATE: , i Ly
5 it 7 l_—, ot ‘ ¢ b
FILE A §
PERSONS/ENTITIES : A DATES : CATEGORIES:

11/1/63
2140 hours

SRRH LG AN Cmeved olooweato b Bho o ST IR SEe0 L0 VIR CRL R
SOQURCE: STAFE:

Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,
Exhibit One, Page 19.

Dawson

DocXd: 32423615 Page 118
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6T abeg

PERSOHS/ENTTIT LIRS

ice President NGUYEN NGOC THO

OCCURRIENCE

, VDK
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D OVRCE ] Hearings, $.58.0.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit 1
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VN TR Y Y
i ) ¢ DALSS SGORTES
LT U/ L L LD : DATIES: | CATEGORIL

. ) 4
COLBY Noverber 1, 196$ nEM

LODGE, }i-C -

NCTURRENCE « when DIEM carled TODGE, CTectly preceding nis death, gugﬁz scang Egaﬁ ﬁgewaﬁ
FB55aFe that he saw of the summary of the conversation was that DIEM, "....said t at. ti
goingvto require his officers to have filled their:oaths of loyalty @o the consgltu 12?3 q,
Gietnanese constitution, in his office as president. He was very stiff about his positior

President." p. 67

SOURCE:

I sTarF .
| R. DAWSON
i .
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby L e 1 July 1975
PILE: gDA 2
-._—————— ——————————————————————————————————————————————— l ————————————————————————
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES :
CONEIN l///
DON, GENERAL 1 Nov 1963 DIEM

STATION (saicon)
JGS headquarters

QCCURRENCE: 0On November 1, 1963, "CONEIN went to JGS headquarters and remained at the
command post throughout the struggle. Before leaving his home, CONEIN alerted the STATION
by radio. Upon arriving at JGS headquarters, CONEIN was told by GENERAL DON that DON had
tried unsuccessfully to reach CONEIN earlier by telephone. A later check revealed that
CONEIN's telephone was out of order. CONEIN was told that he was to keep a telephone line
open to the Ambassador. Because there was a CIA officer on the scene and in intimate con-

tact with the coup principals,the STATION was able to report almost minute-by-minute progres:

of the coup.”
i
1 Wt :
SOURCE: STAFY :
CIA IG Report, 1967, pp. 41-42 ’ R. DAWSON
FILE:

Lo : . DATE: 29 June 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES ¢ DATES: | CATEGORIES:
CONEIN

COLBY, WILLIAM 1 November DIEM

DIEM ] 1963

MIHN, GENERAL ~ g
OCCURRENCE:  corpy states that "When CONEIN was told by the generals, GENERAL MINH,

that the NHU brothers, DIEM and NHU, had committed sulcide, CONEIN thought it incredible

on 1ts face. This was because both brothers were very strong Cathwolics and CONEIN doubted .
that they would have done such a thing. According to COLBY, CONEIN was offered a chance

to lock at the bodies but turned it down. In trying to reconstruct the period of the assass-
ination on November 1, COLBY reports that there was a telephone conversation between Presi-
dent DIEM and the generals. In fact there were several of them. President DIEM was very
strongly rejecting the generals, calling them to discipline, and so forth, in the early
stages. At a later stage, in the early morning of November 1, he called and indicated that
he would surrender if he would be properly handled. The generals then sent somebody down to
receive that swrrender and found that President DIEM was not there. He'd actually gotten
out through the back door of the palace and had gone down to another section of the city

SOURCE: CONEIN was not in attendance. - STAPF -
R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 17-19. :
B T e T »
PILE: DATE 29 June 1975
- PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES CATEGORIES:
CONEIN g : P
CRTTTC 1 Nov 1963 §‘« b
JGS headquarters - A.&?tm il
STATION e
OCCURRENCE ;

The IG Report makes the following statement: "The fact that CONEIN was at
JGS headquarters 1is well known in official cireles", and bolsters that notoriety by the
following statement: ""The first cable (on the coup) was recelved at headgquarters at 0117
hours, - (November 1, 1963,) Washington time, and was filed on the CRITIC network at 0159.

At 0256 hours, follow1ng receipt of the sixth non-CRITIC cable, headquarters instructed the
STATION to put the coup reporting on the CRITIC network at the ST%TION Sometime during the
day of 1 November (the confirmation copy of the cable lacks a date/time stamp) headquarters
cabled a warning to the STATION against including the names of CIA personnel in its CRITIC
cables. CONEIN is identified by and as being at JGS headquarters in eleven CRITIC messages,
seven of which were put into the CRITIC channel, without the name being deleted, here at
headquarters."

SOURCE: STAFF:
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 42 R. DAWSON
' DATE :
FILE: 29 June 1975

—n
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‘ e UATES : CATEGORIES:
CONEIN | 1 November 1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE

When the generals took e ; :
left only the embassy Linee oo over the PIT which controlled the communications, they

. Th
couwp and instead of leaving CONEIN' e telephone terminals had been taken out prior to the

i s telephone into his honme open, it had been disconnected

SOURCE: .
. STAFF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20
FILE: ’ s 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
DATE : ‘
July 1, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: { CATEGORIES:
_ o 0
COLBY, WILLIAM 1 November 1963 i DIEM
Nhw |

OCCURRENCE: corpYy stated that "The CIA had nothing to do with the assassination of Pres-
ident DIEM and Mr. NHU. The actusl assassination was a shock and surprisse to everyone in
The United States govemment and when 1t was armounced it was a matter of grave concerm.

In retrospect, one nmust realize that there was, however, considerable debate about encoura;
ing and supporting the generals in an overthrow of the DIEM regime, and that the record is
very clear that the United States through itsoverall policy was in support of that overthr
and, of course, I think 1t is fair to say that in launching a violent overthrow of & re-
gime involved such as this, people are going to get hurt, and in this case, the leaders wve.
killed in the process." pp. 19-20

g
i3
%
ik

SOURCE STAFF:

R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, Jine 20, 1975, Colby, pvp. 19-20

T T i ™AMME o AN Teamm~ NI

HY¥ 509255 DocId:32423615 Page 124



TR AN TP T I Ty p v -
PERSOHS/ENYITTES: BATES : : CATEGORIES:

GENERAL DINH DIEN
i

. 23 AUG. thrua
16 SEFT. '63

OCCURRENGE:

BOURCE: , . : STAF§i3 Dawson
hearligs, 5.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit oue,
age . I W i -
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: '~ CATEGORIES:
CONEIN 1 November 1943 DIEM

OCCURRENCE:  coNEIN stated that on several occasions, he warned the enbassy that certain
shellings were going to take place, or bombings by aircraft were going to take place at a
certain time in order to alert American personnel who might be living around the area to
watch out or stay under cover, because theywwould find 105's in the center of the city.
There were no American casualities during this coup. The Vietnamese suffered about 100

dead. p. 51-52

| STAFF:

SOURCE: R. DAWSON
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Prodnnis /s LD L Es

OCCURRENCE:

SOURCE:

————= Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein

page 11.

PERSONS/ENTITINES:
GEN. DINH

{
COUNSELLER NHU

3 Exhibit one, T Dawson

DATE :

T 6/30/75

DATES :

31 August.'63

CATEGORIES:

Dinh, on approximately 31 August, had the audacity to inform both President
Diem and Counseller Nhu that he was their savior and reguested a ministerial

post for himself.

'EETW Ci: Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,

" pages 12-13.
FILE:

STAFE D payson

DATE:  ¢/30/75
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NEXT CARD T
@l weres mew

SOURCE: _ ' | STAFRT  Uawson
T Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, T
pages 11-12.
FILE: , ~ DATE : 6/30/75
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SOURCE: p_ 12, IAST CARD CONTINUED

FILE:
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CA"““ORI]SS:

PERGOUS/ENTITIES:
COL. KHANGY

OCCU

URRIENCE :

CON'T O
NEXT CARD

K iy e
L ST HEO
7 N Y e
Lt Osionge
T4 -

SOURCE: , ’ _, - STATE:
————" Hearings, 5.:5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, —T""" Dawson
page 12, : DATE :

T
FILE: —  6/30/75

e

" PERSONS/ENTITIES:

CATEGORIES:

OCCURRENCE:
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PiREGHS

ATTPTES: . DRTEDS

11/1/63

DINH - .
MINH
DON

OCCURNHENCE :

T SOURCE: . l | STAFF: Dawson
——=—-—" Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, T
page 13. DATE:  6/30/75
FILILE: :
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CHPR R LILD ¢

SOURCE:  pearings, §.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
pages 13-1h.

PERSONS/LENTITTNS o« DATINS

NGO DINH NHU 11/1/63

GEN. DON
GEN. DINH
OCCURRENCE:

STAFE: pawson

eV Al 6/30/75

CATEGORIES:

DIEM L—"

Hearings, §.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
page 13.
RTLLE ‘ )

Dawson

namr . (/20775
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GEN. DON
CONEIN
AW%ﬁMMRLMEE

"CONTINUED ON NEXT CARD

TTTTEBUNGE I o sfmm
R Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson
- (3
P aen G » DATE :
FILE: = 6/30/75

PERSONS/E 'TIT]LS. DATES: bATLCU?T/u:

15

SJONT FROM LAST CARD
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PERSON

S/ENLITIES: DATES:

NGO DINH NHU

COL. HUAN

CATEGORIES:

Iﬂhh,uﬂh/lﬁwﬂr;]rc, PP

s DR

OCCURRED

Ch

CONTINUATION FROM LAST CARD:

GEN. DOW
‘ CCURRENCE:
DLCURRENCE CON'T ON NEXT CARD ALSO C%
1L
vl
STAFF
Hearings, S.S5.C. I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson
page. 13.
PILE: DATE:  6/30/75

CATEGORTES :

P., 13, Con't.

———

S —
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FrmoUNS /Ry Tl e DATES:

it e

Lansdale Afternao

11/1/63
st e Calby

CATEGORIES:

n i em

QCCURRENCE :

Colby stated that although he did not have
which recounts a call made from Diem to Lod

the copy there was a telegram

ce on the afternoon of the coup.

Diem said that he was having trouble. '"...an cffort was being made against
him by his Gencrals, and that he believed it essential to put this down.

e vipged that the U. S. consult General lansdale and me (Colby) by nanme
because we understood sowething about this situation, This was in the v
afternoon of the coup. The response, T believe, Ambassador Lodpge did
mention something about assistance in leaving the country." Pages 49-50.

SOURCE ; ) STALE &
- tHlearings, SSCI, June 29, 1975, Colby ™ Dawson
FILE: DATE : 7/1/775
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARKINS, LODGE, BUNDY, DON, -
) 30 Oct. 1963
£

QCCURRENCE: oy 39 October 1963, LODGE replied to BUNDY's cable (DIR 79109) of the
same date by CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 2063): "........do not think we have the
power to delay or discourage a coup. DON has made it clear many times that this is
a Vietnamese affair...... I believe we should continue our present position of keeping
hands off but continue to monitor and press for more detalled information. CAS has
been anaylzing forces for some time and it is thelr estimate that the generals have
probably figured thelr chances pretty closely.......It does not seem sensible to have
the military in charge of matter which is so profoundly political as a change of govern-
ment....As to requests from the generals, they may well have need of funds at the last
moment with which to buy off potential opposition. To the extent that these funds can be
passed discreetly, I believe we should furnish them....If we were convinced that the coup
_was going to fail, we would of course do everything we could to stop it. HARKINS has read

SOURCE: this and does not concur. STAFF:
E R. Dawson
CIA IG Report 1967, p. 39 DATE : ‘
FILE: —" 29 June 1975
PERSOMS/ENTITIES: £5
1 j \IIFS. DATES: CATEGORIES:
FELT, ADMIRAL CINCPAC Commander [ —
CONEIN 31 October 196j DIEM&—
OCCURRENCE'

CONEIN stated that on or about October 31, 1963, FELT came to Vietnam
landed and had an interview with DIEM in the morning. p. 48 nam and

SOURCE: ‘
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein STAFT: R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE :

TasT es 11 INTe
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: _ DATES: CATEGORIES:

LODGE
BUNDY | 30 Oct 1963 DIEM /

OCCURRENCE: oy october 30, 1963 in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 2094) the following
cable from LODGE (in its entirety) occurred: "Thanks for your sagacious instructlon, Will
carry out to best of my ability."

SOURCE : ' ,
L STAFE: g pawson
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 40
FILE: paTE: 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES : |  DATES: CATEGORIES: . .. .
[ODGE T D b i
30 Oct 1963 Gan AP
e AN
S Ve i
BUNDY (?2) Rt C

OCCURRENCE: On October 30, 19063, in a CIA cable To Saigon (DIR 794807) The ToIlowing
quotation appeared: "....We do not accept as a basis for U.S. policy that we have no power
to delay or discourage coup....We cannot 1limit ourselves to proposition implied in your
message that only conviction of certain failure justifies intervention....U.S. authorities
will reject appeals for direct intervention from either side.... " ( the IG Report here
states without further showing the author of the above message that "the White House re-
peats its instructions on command of the country team after LODGE leaves." The inference
can probably be drawn that the message although looked upon as a CIA cable to Saigon, it
was undoubtedly emanating from the White House.)

SOURCE: STAFF;
CIA IG Report, 1967 p. 39 :

R. DAWSON
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PIRBOHS /ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
SMITH, DAVID JICCUHE ‘

HARKINS, GENFBAL — HELMS - Oct. 29, 1963 1 ;o f 70 _f@'“:,
PRURIARD, WILLIAM COLBY i §}\jy) \‘m‘DIE$I ot ;
KISNEDY , ROBERT U LTS !

KEEHRNEDY , JOHN P,

' OCCURRENCE: - :
Tn a Presidential meeting on Vietnam on October 29, 1963 with MCCONE, HELMS, AND COLBY
In attendance. The following record by HELMS and COLBY shows that: At was suggested
that in the Ambassador's abserice, HARKINS, TRUEHART, and DAVID SMITH act as a
comnittee Lo direct a coup operation. MCCONE countered with the view that 8MITH should
1ot be Invelved in such a policy making function, although he would be in a position to
provide technical advise to HARKINS and TRUBHART as well as carry out thelr instructions
in the operations field. The President stated that if the forces in Saigon were not
clearly in favor of the coup we should discourage its launching. The Attorney General
felt the U.S. was risking too much based on flimsy ev idenee. The DCI stated his view
that even a successful coup would ereate a period of Interregmum, confusion which might
only be solved by a second or third coup.

SOURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 DATE : Dawson
FILE: =  6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITLES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARKINS, DON i g
MINH KENNEDY, JOHIN F. |- o DIEMT
LODGE Oct 30, 19634 1 &+ ‘' &
BUNDY I
OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable to Salgon (DIR79109) of OCT 30, 1963, BUNDY wrote to IODGE saying that
Y, . .charifes of adction with or without our approval now so sigmificant that we should
urgently consider our attitude and contingency plans. We believe our attitude to

coup group can still have decislve effect on itsdecision. ... We must have assurance
balance of forces clearly favorable...CONEIN should express to DON that we do not find
presently reveal plans to give clear prospect of quick results...we badly need some
corroborative  evidence of nmen or others directly invelved....highest authority desires
it clearly understood that after your departure HARKINS should participate in all coup
contacts supervision and the event coup begins he become head of country team..."

SOURCE: | SLTAFE:
IG .Report 1967 (CIA) p. 39 Dawson
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LODGE, AMBASSADOR
DIEM
NHU

Lotiss e

LATES:

Oct. 29, 1963

CATEGORIES:
DIEM

A . s e .
R N A
Y;._ T ,'>._‘.: AU

OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG2040
~IA, TODGE gives his view on the see
‘hat a coup attempt by the ganerals

=25

O N £

Y

T Oy LT
) of 29 October, sent’ through eyes only” channels of. -

mingly inminent coup:

"In surmrnary, 1t would appear

group 1s imminent...and that no positiveaction by

vent a coup attempt short of

:he USG can pre Informing DIEM and NHU. . .Althoughthere
rve no requests to date by the generals for materials or financial support, we must
mticipate that such requests may be forthcoming..,"

SOURCE : ?

| STAFF: ;
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 1
_ Dawson ]
PILE: DATE: k
6/21/15 |
cq . PEGORIES :
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORLES
LODGE, AMBASSADOR Oct. 29, 1963 DIEM ¥
DIEM
NHU EADET AR gRE
SREITH iﬁﬁfémfﬁ.né RN
OCCURRENCE : ' T ‘ *§géhéﬁneis»oﬁ;

{°w N
; L X
In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG2040) of 29 October, sen?‘ ?iﬁ sum;g;;-o?t By pesdio
CIA, LODGE gives his view on the seemlngly imminent coup: : oéitiveaction e
thaé a coup attempt by the gmnerals group %sii?migzg;.bigﬁdaﬁgéNHEo pAlthoughthere
) t a coup attempt short of infor ‘es "
ggieugg ;zguggigego date gy the generals for materials or financial support, we mu

1"
anticipate that such requests may be forthcoming. «.

| STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 | | Dawson
DATE:

SOURCE:

WD 5.
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CATEGORIES:

PERSONS/ENTITIES:

GEN. DON ,
AMBASSADOR LODGE

CONEIN
OCCUREENCE :
i
i
SOURCE: ‘ STAFF :
Hearings, $5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, Dawson
Lo oo » .
{:,‘. i TR, [,'-m .?" DATE:
FILE: . - T 6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES : © CATEGORIES:
SMITH, DAVID MCCOME
HARKINS, GENERAL  HELMS Oct. 29, 1963 } . -
TRUEHARD, WILLIAM COLBY NI
KENNEDY, ROBERT f}%g
KENNEDY, JOHN F. e

OCCURRENCE:
In a Presidential meeting on Vietnam on October 29, 1963 with MCCONE, HELMS, AND COLBY
in attendance. The following record by HELMS and COLBY shows that: 1t was suggested
that in the Ambassador's absence, HARKINS, TRUEHART, and DAVID SMITH act as a
committee to direct a coup operation. MCCONE countered with the view that 8MITH should
not be involved in such a policy making function, although he would be in a position to
provide technical advise to HARKINS and TRUEHART as well as carry out their instructions
in the operations field. The President stated that 1f the forces in Saigon were not
clearly in favor of the coup we should discourage its launching. The Attorney General
felt the U.S. was risking too much based on flimsy ev idence. The DCI stated his view
that even a successful coup would create a period of interregmum, confusion which might
only be solved by a second or third coup.

SOURCE: STAFYF :

PooXd: 32423615 Page 138
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| 5 SHTETLE Dﬂ‘“ : CAYEGORTES:

GEN. DON
GEN. DO CAO TRI
NGUYEN KIHANH

o

OCCU?W NCIE

BQN'T.
NEXT
CARD

Hearings, $.S5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
page Ll.

SOURCE:

EEREA RN g

SOURCE

FILE:
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“PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ; CATEGORIES :

CONEIN

GEH. DUONG VAN MINH
GEN. TRAN VAN DON Nov. 1, 1963

TRAN THIEN KHIEM,_ .
TRAN VAN MINH _ WCOQU'TY

OCCURRENCE :

2

iy s
IR LI

CONTINUED ON NEXT

S
om0 S
SOURCE ) ] . _ >msfﬁﬁﬁi” i
Hearings, 8.8:C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson
Doy e o (o t‘.‘.‘i
MR .

FILE:

1

OCCURRENCE:

L

CONT. FROM LAS
CARD

A
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PERSONS/ENTITYLES

7TCE PRESIDENT THO

DATES :

11/2/63
0310 hours

OCCURRENCE?

L)

PO

% Vo ey e B
3 mamcdtor pmavy Rled

LA

T LTI S
FRtArrs S VR I CACHI S VR VIR A T

T SOURCE:

Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,

Exhibit One, Page 22.
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PudaeUieoZ WINE LT LS DATES:
2 November 1963

MINH
NHUNG

OCCURRENCE:  coNgTy stated that around 6:30 or 6:40 on November 2, 1963, DIEM talked

tc MINH for the first time. DIEM asked MINH for full honors and MINH replied that he could
not guarantee full honors, if and during the time that Vietamese were still killing one
another. DIEM stated that he would order the cease fire at the palace and CONEIN recalls
that this took place at about 7:50, November 2, 1963. CONEIN stated as follows: "At this
. stage, there were four armored cars and 113's an escort of military police proceeded imme-
~ diately from the joint general staff headquarters toward GAI IONG PALACE. BIG MINH with
his aide, CAPTAIN NHUNG got into a sedan and with MIS Corps, went out the back road from
the general staff headquarters toward the back of the golf course and took a different road
from the armored cars that went down Cong Le." p. 52-53

SOURCE : ‘ | STAFF:

: R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein
FILE: . DATE July 1, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
MINH" 11/2/63
' 2420 hours DIEM ¢~
0¢20(2)
OCCURRERCE: s
e o
B
4

Dawson

SOURLE: Hearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,
Exhibit One, page 23.
FILE - ’ y aTT . 6/30/75




FLRSUNS/ENTLTIES DATES:

CATEGORIES:

Don, feneral
Conein 11/2/63 » ' DiemV

OCCURRENCE:

Conein stated at the time they were going.to hrine the
mony” on tac capitulation of Dien, ' h
in the vress\ Pace 74.

: - to press in For the cere-
Bon said get the hell out we are bhrincing

SOURCE: ISTAFV
TTTT——— oy oy or o Qe . y b a s -
Hearings, SSC Concin, Junc 20, 1975 ! , Dawson
FILE: iDATE: 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES @

LAM, DUONG NGOC

. 1 3 t l ! - IEM
NHU ' r%ﬁs/zg%gfvolgéﬁ A
)(;EUANNERAL MAT HUU Uou(rm her D, 1963

OCCURRENCE :

XUAN and LAM receiving the message that DIEM and NHU had been spotted, took
of f with armored cars and went to the church. XUAN reported to the President, saluted,

and told him to get into the armored car. NHU protested and asked for-a sedan. DIEM and NHi
were shoved into the car and were told by the commander of the column LAM, who was a little
fat guy who wore a mustache and used to command the civil guard and not the individual who

later became I-Corps commander, that the use of the armored car was for their physical pro-
tection. p. 59-60

SOURCE: STAFT:

R. DAWSON
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:

ancin
OL C'“C

DATES :

11/2/63

CATEGORIES:

Nien a—"

OCCURRENCE :

Conctmstattahe kept contact with the junta
officially Lo”nlbcd the .South \J

countrics tth recognized,

whassador to the junta du
fwo weels.

iTing th

"until the day that the U. §.

tnamcse- governnent. There were sevdral

et
and T was acting as the liaison officer for the
[

period for approximately ten days or

SOURCE:  jlearings, SSC Conein, June 20, 1975 STAEE: Dawson
i
PILE: p. 61 DATE: 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Tuain Conein 11/R/63 Dien p//
sthu
OCCURRENCE:

Colby stated that another officer who had worked with Conecin was apparently

cxecuted about that same time as Diem amd “hu

the Qpcciw] Forces and had

worled very closcly
was exccuted by the Generals

“that morning. P

were., Tuan had breen head of
with Diem and Mha and Coucin and
e 27-26.

SOQURCE:

Ilcarings, SSCI, June 20

FILE:

, L8875, Colby

[STAFP' ‘

‘ PDawson
;DATE:

‘ 7/1/75
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CATEGORIES:

Dian’///

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:
11/2/63

Finh
chiy, Moo BDinn
Sone i

OCCURRENCE:
soncin explained that although it was baffling as to why Diem left the palace
te co to the church in Cholon, and although he did not lknow exactly how they
ot out the general assumption was that there were scecret tunncls. in the palacce
shich was the former Covernor General's Palace called Gailong Palace. The
tunnel took them under and thrvoush the palace and the half block to City lall.
dave 63-04.

RO ET——

SOURCE: . o STAFE ¢ .
—— ltearings, SSC Conein, June 20, 1975 ——— Dawson
FILE: DATE :
: — 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Boana, Clajor inh . : Vi h o
Phen, Nroc Conein ll/7-/L 5 Rien -
Tau Hhu
OCCURRENCIE

Pane was in the armored column and returned abont an hour after Minh had left.
Conecin asked Bang(whom Conein had met in llanoi in 194% what his orders were.
Bang stated the orders going through the palace was that we were not to lire
unless we were fired upon and that they had not been found at that time.

The expectation was and cverybody assumed, that Minh and Hhu were at the
palace.

1] FLRPLIN N
ELEQEEL' Nawson

w:[-karlﬁ)\ﬁ / D80, lowia, Clefys”
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PERSONS/ENTIPIES: YUNTL ON NEXI TES: TEGORTES: |/

ARD DATES : CATEGORIES : [C
- ' 11/2/63 DIEM +~

] ﬁ;Y 0310 hours

'éf
[

ODUCURRENCE 5 4

wervnin Ty, Valr Thonh Lao,
o, R
-_“.:.“
- LIST OF OFFICERS inianels: :
PARTICIPATING IN. Dol iitriiowy Ssourity Szevlse

THE COUP: ==

-

2 1 e
Chuan, Tl SGE

s, Chtlezd of Sl der fnfaniry
it
:

CON'T on NEXT
CARD

M Shes

7
T e oo " ey Y
Loy wipde Ladumy A
e e, T : =
gy ana =

earings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Cone
Exhibit One, page 22,

6/30/75

— - e g
PERSONS/ENTITIES A DATIS : CATEGORTES:

) g . DIEM
NGUYEN CAO KY

L)LFU RENCIS s
LASTCARD ¢ onT T

PE, Colunals:

OF OFFICERS PARTICIPATING IN THE COUP:

EE;
~

SOURCE: ST
7 Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,
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OCCURRENCE:

rﬂg{CN“SI

G

IN THE COUP: CONTINUATION FROM

LAST CARD: .
= 10

SOURCE:

FILE:

i iy e e R Y ey S S e e e,

START:

DATE:
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AR PRy s o SRR A e B R
()IT‘H.)O?"')/}LN IR ],14.): I 3_.

11/2/63
1330 hours

CATEEORIES:

NHU —
OCCURRENC]
o oo ¥
Aisog o M oo nat O Mhan i BTN A TR ¢ i
SOURCE: . - STALE:
T~ Hearings, S5.5.C.I., 6/20/7%, Conein, Exhibit One, Dewzon
Pages 2b - 25. : DATE :
FILE e 6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DIEM '
DON, GENERAL g
MINH, GENERAL ‘ 2 Nov 1963 DIEM *
CONEIN
JGS headquarters
OCCURRENCE :

telephones removed from rooms in their JGS command post area.
with the outside except for radios under MINH's control.

"According to one of CONEIN's reports, DIEM called GENERAL DON at 0650 hours
2 November and offered to surrender unconditionally. GENERAL MINH immediately ordered all

This cut off all commmnicatio

SOURCE:
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PERSOHS /TIPS,

CATEGORIFS:

Nov. 2, '63 »
1130 hours DIEM“////

NHU

P

PN e

JCCURRENCI

ik

1120
s,
cpdd hiogd now
Lo oehe A0,
Phae Wyu9
. . STARF : -
Hearings, S$.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, ———=" Dawson
Exhibit one, page 24. DATE
FILE: 6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: NDATES : CATEGORIES:
11/2/63 _ b///
1330 hours DIEM
1U

SOURCE : [ STEFF -

“Hearings, §.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson

age 25,
PTLE pbag > I Dpmes

g b s

Page 149
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PEASONS/LENTITINS DATIES ¢

11/2/63
AMBASSADOR LODGE 1000 hours

CATEGORIIES:

DIEM -

OC(“URH 1\1(, PR

TTTTTSOURCE o :
—7— Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,

Exhibit One, page 24.
Kl

Dawson

DATE:  6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITTES DATES :

CEN. MAT HUU XUAN 11/2/63
1130 hours

NHU

CA'T LIQRIEL).

'DIEM~////

Mg

€} 3 . O 1 '
snan O death af

Loeoated Dlon
CRoLon. slasn

b

SOU

Exhibit one, page 24.

Hearings, $.S.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein,

DATE:  6/30/75

STAMRY ~ Dawson ™
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PERSONS/ENTITIRS : DATES: CATEGORIES:

b///- 11/2/63
NHU ‘ ‘ 1000 hours DIEM

OCCURRENCE

-5 4 . E o el 1 At
it N ] LAY AL ORLTR v X FESENEY - 1
0 WOMLnAR v I Ve

SOURCE: Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein 2TAFE: Dawson

Exhibit One, page 24,
FILE: ‘ NATE 6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITTES : : DATES : CATEGORIES

. : 11/2/63
NHU » ) 1000 hours

Y wh ool e 2
s e misay
SOURCE:  Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein STATE:  Dawson

Exhibit One, page 24.

FILE

prre:  6/30/75

Page 151
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PERSCHS /BN LTS DhES : CRTES

11/2/63

Vice President THO
0420 hours DIEM»f//

~~~~~ ~—" Hearings, S.5.C.I1., 6/20/75, Conein, ———-" Dawson
Exhibit One, page 23. DATE : 6/30/75

i

3

11/2/63
1000 hours DIEM t—"

OCCURRENCE : T e

SOURCE: . - S
- ,”e,ar.l[jlgs’ S'S'C‘I ¢ 3 6/20/75) Conein, g :}iji}:_}‘_: Navicnan
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PERSUNS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DON ‘
CONEIN 2 Nov 1963 DIEM///

OCCURRENCE: 0On 2 November 1963, GENERAL DON informed CONEIN that he needed money to pay
the families of persons killed during the coup. CONEIN gave GENERAL DON an additional
1,750,000 piasters. One bundle of 250,000 plasters was overlooked and was found later in
CONEIN's safe. '(The IG: -Report goes on to note as follows: "The passing of these funds is
obviously a very sensitive matter.'")

SOURCE: STAFE ¢
CIA IG Report, 1967, pp. H40-41 ‘ R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE: 29 June 1975
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PLRSONS/ENTITIES : . DATES: |  CATEGORIES:
; ——— |
KHANH | Jan. 1964 | opiod L
MAJOR DANG SY | |
. l
— - s P sad
DCCURRENCE \E\

At the trial of Dang Sy by the Khanh regime th%g‘ eded that of the
coup leaders temporary or provisional government, Khanh's.. 1

deaths had been caused.by American-supplied grenades{a _
use had been ordered by Dang Sy, and the conv1cgfon “y*thé&mllitaly court was that the 8
deaths were caused by these concussion grenades. &\, ‘&nb argues in her book that this
conviction is contrary to the Pentagon's assessmeng of the MKIII grenade which found that
at worst the effects of such a grenade are non-fatal. Nor does such a grenade have suffi-
cient force to decapitate or mutilate persons, let alone bring down the ceilings, doors,
and windows that were adjacent to the veranda of the radio station. (95-96) Higgins also

UtoT insisted that the
-e”known as MKITI whose

states that: "The conviction of Major Dang Sy certainly throws no light on the matter
one way or another. The trial was clearly rigged from the start." (96-97)
SOURCE

Qur Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,
1965 _ ;
IR

Dawson, R.

DATE: July 2, 1975

E
|
.

Page 155
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P v us/ L L L by s DATES : CATEGORIES:
Thich Tri Quang Spring, 1965 Diem ( .
MeNamara
Diem
OCCURRENCE:

Higgins, in her book, quotes McNamara as stating in Spring of 1965 that: 'Thich
Tri Quang has made serious trouble for us before, and he will again. Perhaps the
greatest mistake weé made was_when we gave Thich Trl Quang at the U. S.
Embassy." (from September through November 1963) Page 103

@f .
o ‘1"%@‘ ip

| ‘% Sphaes

SOURCE:

Our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, STAFF: pawson
Harper and Rowe |

FILE: _ DATE:  guly 3, 1975

PocId: 32423615 Page 156

HW¥ 50955



WALSO CATEGORIES:

em
Colby, Wm. E. Pea,fgm, p. : ‘ Dee |
Breckinridge 3 l 67 IX-C~2-b
, v Castro
OCCURRENCE: |

Breckinridge actually put together the I1.G. Reports and he did so in
response to a March 1967 Drew Pearson column to the effect that the agency
was involved with criminal syndicates to assassinate Castro. As a result
of discussions caused by the Pearson column, staff members in the I1.G.'s
offiice were directed to put together reports on CIA involvement in the
assassination of Castro, Trujillo, and Diem (50).

SQURCE: STAFF:
S3CI; testimony of Wm. E. Colby, 6/4/75 ‘ : JFD

FILE:  (cage DATE: ¢/28/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES: CATEGORIES:
IG REPORT
CONEIN -
SPERA 31 May 1967 DIEM, ¥
DON, GENERAL
DIEM

OCCURRENCE: T concluding, the IG Report makes the following observations: "To recap:
(a) CIA was not in favor of the decision to abandon the DIEM regime, but faithfully carried
~out instructions. (2) CIA officers CONEIN and SPERA were the contacts with the coup gener-
als, but only as approved and under instructions. (c) A CIA officer, CONEIN, was at the
generals' command post throughout the fighting. (d) CONEIN furnished GENERAL DON about
$65,000 to buy off opposition military units while the coup was in progress. (e) CIA had
no hand in the assassinations and had no foreknowledge of them."

~ A T”\ praE Y
. @{;;gkﬁ % fté)gfa
Q’\El YL \‘15‘ f
RIS S AN L
~ SOURCE: STAFF :
e R. DAWSON
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. Ui DATE:
FILE: - 29 June 1975
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CATEGORIES:

COLBY 1975

¢

NS SR LN U B I U l DATES

OCCURRLENCE - , DR S ;
X Y2t (COLBY stated in response to the difficulty for the United States onee 1t has

sought to acceonplish objectives through foreign nationalists to control the actions of tho

foreign nationalists, that Y"Certainly the foreigner makes his own decisions at various tir
the degree:to wnich he is going to do one thing cr the other. The U.S. cannot contreol it.
The U. 8. can assist them, ths U.S5. can counsel him and advise him, perhaps influence him,
but the control, that is....when you are dealing with essentially another soverign, why L.
are limits to your degree of authority over them." p. 76

SOURCE: STATT
Hearings, S5CI, June 20, 1975, Colby R. DAWSOH
FILE DATE: 1 July 1975
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