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.THIS.IS .UNEVALUATED INFORMATION.,: SOURCE GRADINGS. ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OFjCONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

7 SOURCE |

j’.••ll£i£A-j EM Uti-UKD. K .SEEV. nCOt!? ! ?:c; S-ZVF i'•< -‘V.tri
appr : FT . .IS PROB;A8LY TRUE THAT THAO HAS PLANNED A COUP AND HAS SOUGHT VNAF

H -jSUJP.P.pFjr'n-AS'^RE P^PyiEK.j^-lTHE Sp,BSjr’ANCEJi'rtfG THAO’!-SC)T A.liKSiZw LT.HJ D TE-MlrAiND' iNHli.i.CO'nCE RN I NG 
----- NHU13 CONTACTS WITH THE VIET .CONG AND NHu’S PLANS FOR MAJOR CHANGES IN THE SOUTH

j ..,y i ■ V.I ETNAMESD^E CONC.^IY) CANNOT B'E^^P§^T.ELiy>;yXliD^p7;Ctj Tf tS.-CDOUBTFLULj-THAT NHuISoULD .

MAKE A DEAL WITH THE COMMUNISTS ALTHOUGH THAO IS APPARENTLY CONVINCED THAT .NHU
IS ^.CONSiLDE.R rNGyjSU.CH.. A~GTil'ON-5 ’ 1’^4 • '’SyW-T''(Tt:RUE-l T AA.tT AMBASSADOR'LL ODGE* <T[At.KE^D WITH THAO

i\ 'SUM^RY". -0N/20 SEPTEMBER 1963 lFeUTENANT COLONEL. PHAM NGO.C ..
.7* OM H5' -ifriri- • VziD' H¥D '

THAO',. ASSIGNED TO.‘THE PRESIDENCY AS AN INSPECTOR FOR THE STRATEGIC

HAMLET' PR0GR:Am7’sA-|.D THAT HE HAD TALKED SEPARATELY W.lTH.:PRESIDENT 

'CO^WO&Fa -UFD :£A Ci A If SEL'AX'ij'Lt2’’ 1HL CE/iEh'vT bOSf i C
DT'EM AND NGO DINH NHU ABOUT NHU’S CONTACTS. WI TH THE VIET CONG (VC) 
'<>< </■.!?!>.•; H^O" ^C)FD: ‘HVO IMLOcWVi!Ovir LHVO i?£&ri £D••J.NVtl iHi'S ' •' 

AND THAT NHU HAD ADM I. T.TED,THAT. HE WAS "CONSIDERING DEALING WITH'
!i-i'''AilP 1A-Y? V'C* JLHVO 9V vD 'LHV-1 D'Eri /A-Z2 'VSlGZBtD' VMD' fj£>r*T5DE£)

THE ’COMMUNISTS." THAO CLAIMED THAT NHU WAS PLANNING MAJOR 
jh.y; jhf bc'ov’r Di'-s-HikLO pseViTSc-xto. seci-eaed iwi fejH’n'Mvs •••

CHANGES TO’MAKE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE.ECONOMY MORE SIMILAR TO

THE' ECONOMIES OF COMMUNIST NAT IONS.' THAO HAS SOLICITED VI ETNAMESE; .
•y'if7;"'!. Ii?;HCiA ■ Me.? f U I'iJ’i /VZ'r' ■ssi.C'VL'jDLV PA' -.Li4L ■oS.Lxjrt e- 

AIR FORCE (VNAF)' SUPPORT FOR A.COUP D’ETAT AGAINST THE DIEM /REGIME.
^.-.r :1 1’nixS' ti.i:- it?ct? •
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'. FORESTALLED.. ; ' .<•' ?• :

•2. - THAO-SAID THAT DUR I NG THE WEEK. 9^1'5 SEPTEMBER-PRES I DENT DI EM ; "

SUMMONED HIM AND ASKED HIM HOW HE, DIEM, WAS REGARDED BY THE PEOPLE. ■ 

' THAO REPLIED THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS STILL PERSONALLY POPULAR BUT

THAT: THE PEOPLE DISLIKED NHU BECAUSE. :tHEY BELIEVED' TH

.IN CONTACT WI TH ’the VC. THAO SA i D THAT ’ DI EM was. angered .and demanded 

TO KNOW WHO HAD TOLD THAO THIS iNFORMATION. THAO REPL I ED THAT THIS 

OPINION WAS COMMONLY HELD BY CIVIL SERVANTS, THE GENERAL PUBLIC,; .

AND THE AMERICANS’.' •/" ■ --■■■

■ ' ■3. ON t-6 SEPTEMBER NHU. SUMMONED THAO AND ASKED* H I M WHY HE HAD
• • -v- A - '
TOLD THE• PRESIDENT'O.r-..N.HU'S CONTACTS W ITH-THE=VC.THAO -BEL I EVED- 

... - J.'.V:,. ' I? i' :-V-.
-THAT '.NHU- HIMSELF HAD TOLD. . AMER I CAN- 'AMBASSADOR sLODGE-AND 'THAT LODGE- ;f53

__ ii; / t ' /, .;..J W, •'• r? , 2 .Vj F •?! X /. -TH -;i :3t 1 SSfiLir
.. HAD- SUBSEQUENTLY i NFORMED. THAO- -NHU- CALMED!. DOWN 'AND -LATER <1N :TH.E45i;><5

' Lr> ■? -r-/?.

INTERVIEW ADMITTED THAT HE HAD BEEN "CONS 1,-DERI NG DEAL ING Wl TH
.4. •- ■. « <:“H.
--^fHE~G.OMMUN I STS ? ":• :-THAO CLAIMED. "THAT~HE;TTOLD "NHU7THAT:?NHUoD'I.DTNQTv.“ i

■^UNDERSTAND THE COMMUNISTS AND THAT HE WOULD BE PLAYING A DANGEROUS .

GAME IN DEALING WITH THEM. (FIELD COMMENT. AMBASSADOR LODGE HAS
SW-.C4' i-i-

xNEVER MET THAO.)

4...' THAO ..SA I D_ THAT .NHU .PLANNED .-TO MAKE MAJOR CHANGES ..DURING THE 
'.^c- :.:m> ••'<! -j-i AC ' ■ :

" COMING MONTHS, INCLUDING THE NATIONALIZATlON OF BANKS AND.PRIVATE

•—•ENTERPR l-SESi- -WHI CH THAO SA I D77WOULD MAKE^SOUTHTy T.ETNAM.’S -ECONOMY'' ~

MORE^SWWR4b,£CONOMrES..OF'.COMMUNISTu-..;COUNTR'|:ES.. (FIELD?
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COMMENT. THAO DID NOT STATE THE SOURCE OF HIS INFORMATION CONCERNING 

NHU' S PLANS.) ACCORD I I^G TO THAO, NHU ’ S CONTACT WI TH THE COMMON I STS 

WAS VIA THE POLISH DELEGATION TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMM ISSI ON 

THAO SAID THAT NHU'S PLAN TO DEAL.WITH THE COMMUNI STS MUST BE .

. FORESTALLED.

5. ON 20 SEPTEMBER .1963 THAO SPOKE TO A RANKING VIETNAMESE . 

AIR FORCE. (VNAF)OFFICER CONCERNING THE POSS I Bl LITY OF THE.VNAF 

SUPPORT I NG A COUP. D ’.ETAT AGA I NST THE DI EM REG I ME. THAO SA ID THAT:

A. THE VNAF WOULD NOT BE INVOLVED IN ANY FIGHTING BECAUSE’ 

RESISTANCE BY. GOVERNMENT FORCES WOULD. BE OVERCOME IN THREE HOURS.

B. THE COUP LEADERS WANTED THE VNAF TO HINDER OR STOP THE 

FORCES OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HUYNH VAN CAO, IV CORPS COMMANDER 

FROM ASSISTING FORCES LOYAL TO THE DIEM REGIME.

6. THAO WANTED yiMAF, SUPPORT, TO,: STOP CAO ALTHOUGH HE BELIEVED

. THAT CAO MIGHT NOT NOW SUPPORT., THE,..PRESI DENT. >AS .STRONGLY,.AS, JN 

THE PAST. s HE GAVE _THE ,F,OLLQWJ NG .REASONS FOR TH IS JUDGEMENT;
. CCOoEXGlC Ht Of H v >.?<:»'>•?: ••-'L j-1 <• O. ■

A. CAO DID NOJ. ESTABLISH.MARTI.AL LAW IN THE-..IV,CORPS AFTER . j 1,* •• I/---' LA/V .OO • • L*?1* ly-!"'!. ,| c, nix-fr: £•? !n eV • ■
THE PROCLAMATION ESTABLI SH I NG MART I AL. .LAW, IN./THROUGHOUT. THE-.COUNTRY^

■!'i x_> bb-xl"•!.'J; XJVzJ • A/M’x Avs>v'‘/-m-- ‘:< i'-
ON 2J AUGUST^. O.._r. ,./ a.../ \, t

B.\ RECENTLY, CAO, HAS .KEPT HI S. TROOPS HEAV l,.LY .COMMITTED IN....... .

• OPERATIONS. AGA INST‘-.THE. VC.>’ < .

C. CAO APPEARED.TO BE REGAINING ,ALOOF. FROM..,EVENTS.. JN, SAIGON. 

rDrTCAOTHAS-TMpE-REPEATEtT/REQUESTSTTO'WQT^^
nniicmrim a 1 " classification - raw controls! 4 ■
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HAS OFFERED HIS PRIVAtE AIRCRAFT;TO THAO FOR SUCH A VIS IT..... ;

, ..J. ,'THE VNAF OFFICER WHOM THAO APPROACHED REPLIED THAT COLONEL ......

MH HUU HIEN, VNAF COMMANDER 1 WAS .COMPLETELY LOYAL TO THE? REGIME 

.AND, PARTICULARLY, TO NGO DINH NHUi HE ALSO TOLD THAO THAT it - 

WAS VERY DIFFICULT. TO PREDiCT .WHAJ. ACTION VNAF OFF I GERS WOULD TAKE; . 

IN THE EVENT OF A. COUP.. THAO;REPLIED. THAT jIF Hl EN, FA-ILED,TO

COOPERATE, HE COULD EASILY^. BE,.KJ.LLEJOi.../. .... .... .
" :■■■■■. .■ :?7 ’VL ' LLi-1 LA;^4-7r."■

. 8. . F I ELD D l SSEM. STATE? • ( AMBASSADOR. Lo6gE jj USMACV..(GENERAL
1S-71 CVC >’-'Lr=i 7.hi; ■’
HARKINS) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC/PACAF. • ..;.JA

P’ ' 1 LED' ■>V>T'/E.-hjoLqi • j-L ci.Cisi.vO 7; .i.i-L; .-VH : Hr,

t .......... 9"': CO<ib ■rE^DE-ae fWlEC LHC. •LO-HiHDEb .

:t ^A. EOH-CES£: OACy£OWE 1 «/>■ 'iW££.

2nbbd&L l..^3 ‘¥; COOL/.C.rE 1VL ,V<3Vi Wcl 1HF C‘Ekr " .LHVO 2? i‘p IHV j.*
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