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Operations

v

. In 1960 the writer developed and. racruited Jose Rau1{::::::::]
[:::::}(207 281382), a Cuban nmtlonA1 and a rarking Cubana Airline pilot.
2. Mr. retuested an emergers s memrting on 18 July 19460 to
advise that he was the 11knlf choice wo pilot a chartered Cubana Airline
flizht frem Havana, Cudba to Dra"ue to wick up Raul Castro Puz and his
official vart On 20 July @ renorted thzt the flirht to Prarue
was schaculed for 21 July dnd t 1t he would definitely nilot the aircrsift.
Headquarters and apnronriate field st:tions alons the {1i~ht route were
advise’ of the flicht schedule; rezuirements were requested, '

3. On the morning of 21 July Headquarters sant 2 TOP SECRET AYBAT
OPZRATICHAL DMEDIATE cable (DIATCYOR 40923 QUT 98941, 21 July 1960) to .
the Havana Stition alvising th-t "possible remnval of top three leaders
is receiving serious consideration at Headouarters" and reguested the
Station at ivs opti'n to contact Mr and determine his willin-ness
to cooperate in arranzing an accident dvuring the return trip from Pracue., Cr
The csble said that Headiuar-ers would be willing to offer a psvment after -
successful completion of $10,000.CC or 2 reascnable amount in excess of that,
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and make
and arranged an emargency meeting
vehicle while drivine to the air~ort., Mr, +aid he would take a
calculated risk but limitel the possibilities whi-h could pass as =2n zccident.
At one point ﬁb.[::::::::}aske& for assurance that in event of his death
the U.S. Govearnment would sez tpat his 1.0 sons were riven 2 Collage education.
This a~surance was given orallv. On returnine to the Statirn the writer
vw~s advised that an OPL{ cable (DI CTOR 40965 OUT 99096, 21 July 1960) had
becn received at the Sta tion directin:s the Staticn to dlqrfﬁard the eavWJer
instructions. . o /

]

CCS Havana, ﬂnstructe‘ the writer to meDt with lior
nown our interests. The writer contacte:d Mr,
which tock'olace in Mr.

nersonal

5. Mr, was debriefed by the writer ofter his return from

Pramue.

as we had discussed mrior to his denarture.
that the origin:l 1n°t7~ur~+1r\n~ hnid bpeen changen
to belicre I made no réfﬂ”encp +o the ne

He rejorted th:t he had no o~mortunity to
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arrange an accident such
T do not recall telling Vr.

and I am irelined

; instruc ticns wnich husd bren received
' - efter -
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after Mr, Cj departure from Havana,
6. Hr.[:]defectod ir early Dece.ber 1960. I saw him once
in ez2rly 1961 in Tiwmi, Florida where he had tuken up residence. I do
"not’ know if any other Sta'ion officers were knowledreable of tiis incident
although it is probable tint lMr. Arthur Avignen, DCOS (now retired and
.. living in the Washington area) may have read the pertinent cables. .
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S Williem J. furray /)
C/LA/Narcotics

' Attached:

(1) DIRECTOR 40923, 21 July 1960 TOP SRCAET
(2) DIRECTOR 40965, 21 Julv 1960 T0P SRT.
(3) HAVA 5396 (I 28071), 22 July 1960 SECL:
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