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178-10003-10016 30 August 1962

MEM J RAN 3 UM FOR RECORD

Minutes of Meeting of the Special Group, 30 i o ** £ 1962

tuS^E.u. Gvr. ral Taylor, Mr. Johnson, Hr,- Gilpatric, General Carter, 
General Leuniczer, and Mr. Bundy

Colonel Steakley was present for Items 1 -j„

Hr. P^ord Herbert was present for Items 4*6.

1. Reconna1ssance

A. POD P e r i phe ral F11 ght s

The peripheral flights were approved as presented. It van 
noted that LOLLY would Involve only a single aircraft as opposed to 
the previous two plane flights in thia area. As to LUCETIE and MICHELE, 
it vis i-iinted out that these flights would not be flown while the 
Soviet oiclcar test prohibited zone was still in effect. In response 
to a question Iran Mr. Johnsen js to why these flights were 40 rather 
than 50 miles off the const, Colonel Steak 1ey said that the dictanee 
^.elected way 5 variable, depending on the purpose of the flight and 
other conditions,

BLaos

General Taylor asked if anyone cared to reopen this matter, 
Mr. Gilpatric presented the Defence position. In view of the Soviet 
transport aircraft stand down and the indications that the Communists 
were" at least going through the motions of carrying out the agreement, 
Defense was in favor of not.reopen!ng the matter until the 75 day 
withdrc.'.-a 1 period was ever and an evaluation had been taade of the degree 
of Communist compliance. General Lemnltzcr, while willing to taka the 
risk ct waiting, said he would like to make it clear that from the 
military point of view it was i2D3t iirportaut that wo have* good informa­
tion on Ccnrsunist activities. The-ie flight* are our prime source of 
hard 1 c, f e mu; 1 on. The consensus of the Group was tliat this subject would 
not be reopened until after the 75 day withdrawal period was over.

PHOTOCOPY FROM THE GERALD R. 
FORD LIBRARY

C . Ovepflti'/HB of Sout h Lao**

(’) Colonel Stvakley pointed out that there was one problem.
in concoction with u flat prohibition on photo flights over L^oa, At f’ 
present, E? - 101' s bi'Jiid in Thailand must overfly the southern panhandle'
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enroute to execute in South Vietnam. He proposed that the
^entr'.l policy t e modified to permit high slcicude overflights (35 ,0CG 
feet) tv and 1 rcx'J South Vktnan, by planes based in Thailand. Il was 
brought out that the average activity level whs about two missions about ' 
every three days. There was agreement th.ut photo reconnaissance in 
general against guerrilla targets was difficult but that thia made It 
all the more important co do all that we can, These flights are 
essentially covert; ns. current «?, rewoaa t s preclude the filing of flight 
plans for photo aircraft. Hr, Johnson raid that the De-oartraent was f ’u
willing to go along with this activity, but felt that the matter had K
to be xtviewad by nlbuer authority cue to his very explicit previous h
instructions to the contrary. The Group's decision to approve thin q
specific exception to the prohibition against photo flights over Laos ® 
was later reported to higher authority, kJ

(2) In discussing the matter above, the desirability of
redeploying the aircraft to South Vietnam was mentioned, This matter S 
was referred to Defense for -further rxanlnr.t ion. It was also recognised H 

s that the South Vietnamese might well be y1ven some IndLgenous capability 
for photo reconnaissance. It was cl$o suggested that possible Loos q 
overflights, after the 75 da> period had elapsed, might well be put in E 
the sr.nnda rd overr i i ghc category turner chan being hand i ed as a Be pa rat e >

D, The ELINT flights- from Thailand were discussed and approved • 
with the understanding that they would use the specific routes indicated,^

E, The Agency's monthly forecast wss reviewed and r.oJped. All 
of the flights contained therein had been previously approved. General t"1 
Carter mentioned that there might be an additional requirement for ®.
flights over Cuba, -

kJ
F. The destroyer surveillance mission DESOTO was discussed and 

approved. It was pointed out that the rhlp generally operates 20 miles 
offshore, but closes to 12 miles under certain conditions. The Group 
requested that they bit informed if any of the various ELINT operations 
picked up unusual indications,

G, The Group reviewed certain subtaarine activitlon and approved 
then- as presented.

2, Resupply of the Hues

General Carter raised the question of exactly how approval should <■. 
bo obtained for arms and acxmjni t ion resupply missions to' the Keos. It ’’ 
was agreed that thf.n was a matter for ccn<u 1 ca11 on between the Department 
of Stale and CIA, find nood not be referred to the Group for decision,. ’*
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3» Soviet Signal Intelligence Ships

Tne Gro'io considered an outline plan for ”cczn:vnlcntion“ with 
Corxj’jnlst crcva, The general consensus was that .thia plan ^14 not 
fall within the purview of the Special Group, It was referred back 
to *C 3 for further development, The natter will be diacusaed at a 
qtate-JCS meeting co be held Ln the near future. Hr. Gllpatric also 
expressed inter „st Ln seeing a isore detailed development "’f the con­
cept. cLr. Bundy pointed cut that we should be careful wnox'O such 
activities are pursued, Generally speaking, they should bo llzafted to 
the high, seas or international air space. General Carter raised the 
point chat this concept should not be stretched to include defection 
operations on lend. This 13 a highly skilled operation which requires 
special attention and control. The Group took no particular position 
for or against the concept Ln referring it back to Defense.

4. Chile

The Group reviewed the 
necessity for

Mr « Johnson stressed 
andthe

also expressed some concern hbout the possibility of this radicals
pulllir.; our prexaturelv and bringing the vovomment down.__ I

| [they would be eware cf the future political arranp.e-
nentn which Lt Is ftilt would bo to the common interests of Chilo and*
the united States, The Group approved the reccxnmendatIon in paragraph 
5 on page 7.

PHOTOCOPY FROM THE GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY

5• Dorn i ni ce n E? pub1i c

The Group noted this paper. Gcnoral Carter urged the Department 
of State to continue to press the intarixa government on tha desirability 
of holding early elections.

6 • Panfur-a :

Hr. Johnson said that State concurred in the general thrust of 
this, paper, but would llku to HipLc the continuation of the program to 
a three-mouth period during which time it would be reviewed in detail bv 
State end CIA. The Group approved the proposal with this reservation.

7. General Lemnitzer stated that Mr. McCone hod called him and poyed
| a possible require?^nt for low-level photography of critical Cuban
> targets. Csnernl Lvmnltzer said that fresu th-n military point of view
i this was feasible, utilizing either ET-lOl or F8U aircraft flown by 
i U.S. pilots froci various banes or carriers in the Caribbean area. Tv.v

. / J*”
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