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- with the Agency of the development or discussions of any plans

concerning the possible assassination of Patrice Lumumba?

) B I don't recall anything about any.glgns to assassinate
Patrice Lumq@ba. I know that Lumumba was a controversial figure
at_the time. I know whatever year this was -~ was in the
Eiggnhower or;the‘Kennédynerﬁ ;ﬁap pumumba was riding high.

L | i bél@eve-that théera Qould Have‘béen in the era-of
1959, *60. I believe he was killed in early *61.
A ,;_I,remémber iétef-héafiﬁg all kinds of allegations
about. Lumumba and how he had been killed aﬁd why he had been
killed. I remember also the fact that the -- it was abundantly

clear that the Agency had had nothing to do with his demise

but whether there was a plot on the Agency at sometime or

- another to.try to bring about his demise I was not familiar with

it. I want to sav here I will obviously do the very best I

can with my recollection but when you consider how much has been

in the newspapers about a number of things in the last period of

years it is pretty hard to stick in time when you first heard

about something.

-All I am trving to convey here is T was not as far as I
know privy to any ondoing plan to. get rid of Patrice Lumumba .
by assassination. - -

0 Now, the dictator of the Dominican Republic, Mr.
Trujillo, was killed on or about May 30, '61. Prior to that

time were you-aware of the fact that there had been a regquest

T D 2t il L , Photocopy from
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made of thg‘A9¢ncy to deliver guns to dissidents in the
Dominican Republic?. , N

A I don't believe I was ﬁamiliar with it at thé time
althoughri ca;'t say. I certainly heard about the éun husiness
later because I had occasion to go back when President Johnson
askad me aboui.thig.epispde at one timé to look into the records
to find oué abcﬁt Tfujillo; 'I could findlno evidence that the

Agency had been responsible for his demise but I did find

evidence at the time that there was an opposition group in the

United States Government was anxious to have the Agency support
and assist and I think I may very well havé_known ébout the
cpposition group at the éime. - - |

I have no recollection any 1on§er that I was priﬁy to the
sending of an? guns foito(the Dominican Repubiic andbif'I'was,
I don't fécall‘theyxwére ever identified as being designed to
kill Mr. Truiillo. I %now theré was a desire on -the part of
whatever Admiﬁistration was in power,then,;theg'didn't like Mr.
Trujillo.’ fhey like Mr. Duvalier an8 éertain others but I was
aware of no attempts to bring about his death through Agéncf
assets. .. R -

I think since you have raised- this questiéﬁ”ofgéﬁ,asSESSi;;3
ﬁationtil?ould ;%ke to séy éométhing as algéneialiﬁy'hefaf'-

Dearly in the game.whén Colonei'Galloway.was my boss in

what was then known as the Office of Special Operations, I don’t
' A

even recall any more in what connection this came up but he said

{ h f .
TOP SECRET | Joweomier
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to me one day that the Agency should certainly have the

capability to get rid of foreigners when reguired and that this
had to be done secretly and you should neverw%sk your boss for
permission to do these things, and_sé forth. I remember at the
time.arguing with him about this and saying that I though that
thg;efWas no_bossibility_whatege;;tp;t'the United States Govern
.ment could develop a capaciFy to kill people-because you;coﬁld

never keep it a secret. Sooner or later, maybe after five vear

~ten vears, Lord knows what, someone would come in or write some

Congressman and-say‘the Agency was fesponsible-for killing so
and so and aside from the morlity of it I felt it was imprécti*
cal for the US Government to do sométhing like tﬁét'at this tim
I felt that way(éll the time I was Directof.r_l nevef;in my 1if,
towards killing, murder, assassination qf anybody-ﬁfIWhoﬁ I am
aware, and so I can only tell you thaﬁ as the years have?@ong
by, as I say, quite aside from moral asepgtéﬂof—this_thing,

the improbabilityof ever beinglaéle to do énﬁﬁhinq iike that as
an American-Govérﬁmggt'agenéy has become less and less viable.

In fact, I have often said to associates that there are

three things that the Aﬁerécgn people Qould never stand for.
-One*is{aééaésinatién}.twbﬁiéffapé,~aﬂd;;hfée”is”deaiiqg_in;
d?ugs.' So that I didn't waﬁt an?béd? in the Agency thinking

that any of these things were going to be satisfactory to me.-

Q - Mr. Manfredi asked you about some notes in which there

~was the mentior of three handwritten names by you. One was

. { .
TIaED EERaoDET Photocopy from
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3 Castro, one was Trujillo, and do you remember what the third

b2 was? - U

3 B . Diem. S - T T
.~ 0. _And I think you have already testified about that. - A
5 |- .- A -~ .I just did, because President Johnson had raised these

6. || casés with me_and I..thought that since he had done it hé might

4

7 W . have raised them with-President Nixon and .early in his Admini- | %

8 stration I wanted to get him straightened out on this.

9 ... _You know,. to.this day I am not persu;ded that Presi&ent g
10 || Nixon doesn't still believe that the Agency didn‘t have somethiny £
11 to do with'the demise of President Diem‘of~vietn§ﬁ and there is ﬁ
t 15 || absolutely nd evidence of this in thé-Agencyrrecords-and the f
13 whole thinglhas been, I mean, rathgr ~= what is thé-wﬁrd I want 5
124 4 =™ heated by the fact that President Johnson uséd_to go around E
15 || saying that the reason President Kennedy.was_asgaésinatgd wgs‘
16 that he had assaséinated Presidgnt Dieﬁ<and thig was juSt
1o justice. He certainly -used gd_say“thapyin €ﬁ¢ eé£i§ éays:cf.his
18A Presidency.and whére~he got this idea from i dogft:know. i
19 don't know how many of vou had-the priviiege of trying to argue
“255 jwith»Presigeﬁts;%bgu; £§in§S:li$e3§h§t bﬁt:gou Fen§:tQ be'a;-. !
'élA 'loser. | A ' . _— ) _;; | -, | o ~ . ““i;
Photocopy from A
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2 - AIA “Whose 1dea was thls? D;myou have the 1nforna£xon°
2 Q KW?;l‘"" ‘ : .1*; mA T ' "

o B 1A‘{' iwrecall somébody'aigcussing’withlﬁe one day an
5_l.-e§éh graZLe;_ldea whlch had’ to do w;th some kind of a tnlng
6 :that mlght be plantedﬁag the Beach whefé Castro walked in the
7 morning and 1t Qéuld blo@uup when he put his foot on 1£, or
& something.—'There were more nutty ideas. It reminded me of

_9 the tlme of OSS when somebody wanted to get propaganda into.

'10. Germany and they qlscovered thaxe was a herd of cows that
ll' " grazed in Germany and weré—miiéed i;“%rance} SO they devised

12 some supposiﬁories into which there were put ; lot of
13 propaganda ieafleéééand those were put in the cows on the
;4 théory‘they ﬁeré'béiﬁg iéft on the Qerman side of thé border

-15_ 7 when ﬁhé cows were grazing and nobody woﬁld:be the wiser;

.;5 So to say there. are. nutty ldeas cooked up in.ofganlzatlons
lé like this is to t;ll the truth.

18 ‘ ”AIs_there any evidence, may I ask, Mr.Beiin, is
19 ] there any evidence in the record that any Director authorized
20W‘ ,What I can only_rgﬁgﬁ,tciby\the dicﬁiéng:y dgﬁinition.éf

.21 ,";an assassinatioﬁ oﬁ'a fOreién leader?

22 . Q0 . Well, tbere is evidence in £he record, Ambassador
33 Helms; that tﬁere wére'plans made to try and assassinate
24 Premier Castro of Cuéa,-ﬁhat there were several series of
25 | élans, and that the plané at at least one or two of the

Photocopy from
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stagesliﬁcluded the delivery of poison pills developed in

the Agency to be placed in food or drink --

A They were delivered in Cuba?

. Q -- of Castro, and ‘that the pills were delivered to

"Mr. Roselll, who in. turn dellvered them to other people,-

- e -

'and that the pllls eventually found thelr way to Cuba.

A How do we know that’

Q There are Agency reports that they were. We do not

have any first-hand information that they were, but there

are —-- there are memoranda which indicates that they were

ﬁh:ough,‘among others, disaffected Cubans.
A Who returned to the United States and testified

to the fact that they had recelveé the pllls or someth1ng°

‘é_' .Who have not testified to anything.

A I see.

Ql‘- Tﬁat ié ONE == .

A; .th authorizeduéﬁié particular operation?

Q -'This is one,df the areas that we are trying to

ascertain and I suppose my first question along this line

was whether or not youbhéd any knowledge of the existence of

e m—— e, L L - . i

such a plaﬁ. o o 7-.;:T

A Not that I recall.

0 And you indicate that you never knew of such a
plan? ¥
tocopy from :
A I don't recall any plan. ' ;j:dpmﬁubﬁw ‘ ;

P
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that whole Cubkan operation, picked up various things around

163

0 7-Do you ever recall after you succeeded Richard Bisse)

that you were approached concerning whether or not you should

advise John McCone of the existence of suchwélans-or

operations? T - o
A, I was approached_to do what?
'Q  As to whether or not Mr. MéConé should be briefed

about the existence of such a plan or plans?

A This.is after the fact? Or before the fact? Or in

the process?

.0 During the fact.

A You mean I had replaced Bissell and scmebody in the

Agency came to me and said should we tell Mr.McCone about a

QA Yéé. Do:ydu recall thaﬁ-at all?’

A I don‘tkrecéll it. i_am sofry;

Q Do you recall ever discussing tﬁis‘with William
Harvey? |

A I dqn't‘know. I discussed hundreds of:things_with

Harvey when he was working on the Cuban problem. I don't

recall this. I recall a great deal to do with Harvey about
Roselld but I .don't recall any conversation with' Harvey
aboﬁt talking to Mr. McCone about.Roselii becéuse Hafvey— ‘

whén.he became in chafge of.the‘Cuban businéss, and so forth,

and about and among them was the ongbing contact with Roselli

TN I o ohotocopy from |
Gerald Ford Library
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Q And who told you this? . -
A I don't recall. It maY‘haﬁe been Houston, may have
been. Edwards at the time. I don't remember. But I ﬁemémber I-

revieWud it when there was a story in the Chicago -- cnc

_of the Chicago néwspapers SOme years ago about this whole |

‘fRoselli'busideés;“thatﬁllasked for the reéodeManq1lobKed'at

them at that "time. -
- _MR.BELIﬁﬁxi am going té mark an exﬁi#it, if 1T
gan;"Ypﬁ can qall_thié}_if youvwould Heims"Exhibit 1.
) (Therddcument referred to was ﬁafke&
for 1dentification,'Heim$' Exhibit
”'No;_l.)
 BY MR. BELING: |
Q I hand ydﬁ—whaﬁ‘tﬁe»reporte:'has marked Helms No.
1, which appéérs to be a photostatic copy of a front-page
story from the Chicago Sun Times under'aaté‘cf August 16,
1963, headlines “CIA Sougﬁt;Giancana Help fér éuba Spying.”
‘Ivyagyvyou‘to examine this and see if perhaps thaf.is
what ygu'ﬁad refergnce_to in réferencé td'thé Chicago
stories. - - -
‘A It could very easily bg. It-looks just like what
1 rebail came dﬁt at the time and i‘ﬁhinkﬂsomehow or other
'this‘naﬁe-Sandy-Smiﬁh st;cks.in'my mind as being the writer

‘of the article in geustion. So I have no reason to doubt that

this is the article we are talkinglaboﬁt.

?@ p g?t h*? %’:? Photocopy from

Gerald Ford Library
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  ;£ﬁat~deait:Qith7Ehe préss,-In othef<wards;7he:wasfr+_gha_'

. which is a memorandum for the record with a typewritten

Q@ - Do you remember Stanley J. Grogan?
A Yes. m“' S
~ - Q 7«-Hé gasvone‘oﬁ vour assiétants?
3_' Stanley Jf Grogan was in charge of the foice nere

‘Gus Thermers, one of his predecessors. His title was Assistant

to the Director but he simply handled press inquiries.
MR. BELIN: Mark Héims‘ No. 2.

{The document referred to was marked
for identification, Helms' Exhibit
Nc;' 21_)

. BY MR. BELIN: ~

QI hand you what has been marked Helms' No. 2,

'signature of étanley J. G?ogan &ated Aﬁgust 16, 1963,
referriﬁg to a teiephbne call the previous evening.from Sandy
smith of the Chicagb-Sup Times and ask if you ever'sak that
befoﬁe?‘_'

_A¥' “; don't kﬁoép ?hexe is no reason why I shouldn't havF
seen it, if i? was ?i{?cted to me.‘ Is there no copy arocund

with my initials on it as having seen it?. R

.- Q - I héve‘not searched all of the records concerning
that. N .
A Usually I'iniﬁialed'memoranda, or at least tﬁe-cover
sheets, or soﬁething, if they-came to me. pmﬁoa@yﬂOm
. - Geratd Ford Library
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1 MR. BELIw: Mark Numbers 2 and 4. o .
2 N :iu . I(The documents referred to were mark
3 | I : _— ;.7 | for identification, Heims’ Exhibit
4 ‘_ R 57 i . Nos. 3 and 4.)
5‘ IR BY ME-:BELIN:. . |
6 -f“'-"Q_f Handlng younwhat ha§M§:enwma£k§d Helms. Exhibit
" .' No. é{ ﬁhich 1s:a nemo?andum which appéars to be prépéred by
-é ; you,‘aISO‘under date of Augus; lG 1963, I thhnk that mlght
g _haveuyOui-iﬁi%ialS'qn It:_And‘there-is é -— that is attached
10 to what is marked.aé'Helms’ Exhibit No.'é _which 1s a memo-—
11 randum for the.records dated 14 May 1962 pertalnlng to Arthur
12 James Ballettl, et al.
13 ‘_gA;-JvAii;rightf I héve read these.
- 14 .;Q1L::ppryoqhhévg any refreéhedvrecclléction as to the
.15 backgrou@d of those, Ambassador Helms?: |
16 A . Well, I don't understaﬁd ﬁhat you méan'bv a
.1?_ ' refieshed recollection. I mean, at the time I was tcld that
18 Roselli was trylng tao. get lnto Cuba. Whether I was tald that
15 ur'thls wasf;;-assaSSLnatlon plct, for whlch $150 000 was helng
éé A progectéd, aﬁajgo fbf;h, I don't recall any more bLt T wasn't
'21 1nvolved 1ﬁ the act1v1ty at th; g*me énd when I ﬁéa to‘§§ -
é2. | héck'éngqf§?e_filgs.?o.gét thisbthihg,‘ygu will Seé.theré‘ﬁhat
o7 I.h?dvto ca%l'Colqnel Edwa:ds to find oﬁt if there was any
o4 recd:ds-Qf.ﬁhis,.éﬁé_gb-fofth, S0 it was'sémetﬁinq iﬁ”whicﬁ I
o5 ‘hadn't béen involve@ and I cbhviously iﬁ'recent years have
TOP SECRET Geratd Ford irary
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-
1 '
heard a great deal about the so-called Roselli assassination L
2 | ' -
but I have never heard anybody come and tell me that anybody L
had ever verified that it was any more than conversation and
4 : . ' '
I must say to this very day nobody has showed me one cscintilla
- of. evidence that anything ever happened about it except
6 e | ‘ |
conversation.
7
Q The --
A I am not saying it didn't.I am just saying I itk
9 . '
f have never seen any evidence. %
‘10 ‘ | . S
i ' Q 'The document Exhibit 4 was a memorandum for the %
%“L " record which pertained to an oral briefing in which Mr,‘Houstonv ;
' - ‘ . . ;i
12 - o : ;;
and Mr. Edwards of the Agency briefed Attorney General Robert %_;
13 | : i
| Kennedy. 1
f
14 . . .
A {(Nods in affirmative.)
15 . - e :
Q Had you ever seen this memorandum for the record
before today?
A Well, I am relatively certain I must have seen it
the day I sent it to the Director.
Q_ ~ Had you seen it before then?
g A I don't recall.
E ) 0 This,meﬁorandum for the record dated 14 May51962;-
E refers to a plan which was started in the fall of 1960 and
ﬁ.; which éontinued through April of 1961. wérE'you aver aware

1
i that subsequent to that time there was a second plan which

began in late 1961 or early 1962 in which wWilliam Haxwaer

Photocopy from
Gerald Ford Library _ . |
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and reported these contacts to the FBI. We just had that
albatross-afound our necks for a very long time indeed. I
don't. know when it finally ended but it seems to me it
was some years. |

Q - Do you remember any discussions with William Harvey

'in which. one of the things’ agreed upon. was that the DCI, "

Mr.McCone, would not be briefed about this?
A Na, I.don't recall any conversations with Harvey— -

or anybody else that Mr.McCone shouldn't be briefed..I don't

say'ﬁhey‘dian't téke blace. I'jpst don't have. any récollectioj
of it. I can't tﬁink today why I would have not Wanfed him
briefed abégt someéhing; I mean, after all, one of the Eases
on which this Agéncyvhas always operatéd was that thé Director
was pfivy to knog anYthing that Qent on; That‘was established
early:in'the game.

.Q  _Well, the Director --

A . Ig‘ﬁhgfe some evidencé that I~Sgi§ no, don't tell
the Diregﬁo;, or he‘shouldn’t be bfiefe&? |

0 Well, there has beéh.testimény and there is documen-
tationﬂthat‘it.WaS,agreedﬂﬁetweenfyOu and Mr. Harveéy not.

to brief the DCI and I wonder whether or not you have any

" recollection, No. 1, of whether or not that discussion was

had and if you do have any such recollection, as to why that

discussion might have been had.

'

A No.I don't have any‘recollection of the discussion.
TD QE/omEY
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L 0 Do you remember any briefing of the DCI at any time
prior to Helms'-Exhibit No. 3, the August 16, 19637

-~ A — — Let's see. Who would have been DCI then? John

McCone?
- ‘0 I Yes.o - sl
A ; I dOnft know.'I don't recall any other discussion

: | \
with him on this subject.

- -Q -—~And on --
A .. I don't say it didn't take place. I just don’'e

recall any. -

" -Q- - Now, on August 16,-1963, you delivered this memorandir
Helms' Exhibit No. 3, to Mr. McCone referring to Sam Giancana
and you said this is an outgrowth of this Chicago Sun-

Times story of -also August 16, 1963; Helms"No.'l, is that

correct?
A ---Yes.-
Q. Do you remember whether or nt you briefed him at

that time on the fact that Mr. Hérﬁéy had taken over the
operation and the operation might have continued beyond.the
first stage with Mr. Giancana?

A- I have_no':ecollectign of this -- I hayé seen the
memd;andum. f have nq‘doubt_it.iS'mine.‘I havé‘no doﬁbt ifr
went forward.I remembe::the episode but I don't remember the

conversation with Mr. McCone at the time 1if there was one.

Q If Mr. Edwards or Mr. Harvey were to say thevy had
NB:@Q PRy KW T ey Py Rl '
R Photocopy from
) Gerald Ford Library
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‘14. . any viable plans that were ever brought to light to do t&is

discussions with you that I previously questioned you about,
is it your teétimony that you have no recollection that would
~enable fouLpg confirm it or deny it?
'A . Yes. I just don't remember it. I mean, if tkey were
“to sit here and go back #hrough the conversation, and so forth
:mayge it would coﬁe'tg mind bﬁt I)aén'ﬁ fgéall i£ now anaII
see no point in trying to testify to somathiﬁg that-I don't
remember.. - |
Q -- Dhid yoﬁhave an& knowledge of any:other plans
. involved in.ahﬁattemét to agsassinaée Fidel Castré?
- A As I was_gaying a moment ago;‘thereAweré various

ideas floated by various people in the Government that it woulf

be nice to get rid of him, and:sa forth, but I don't recall

énd most of ﬁﬁe - T ééy most';-‘aiméét;the.éntirevenéxgias
of thg DDP in thdé &ayg'we;e attempﬁing to get these operatiéns
in Miami~orga@iggd'tg see if there was some way to undo the
_government of Fidel Castro and it was aumajor effort going
on and I am certain ;hat there wefe discussions of the . .
poésibilitiesmoi_kiliing variousﬂéeople in connéqtion:with, yoﬁ
knqw,‘the gptions_that one.hés.to carry'thﬁough a cértain
iﬁjunctidn that'yoﬁ have beénfgiéen, but_id@n’t”reté;lany'
plans that were apprqvedof tﬁat were viable specifically
direcﬁed ét eliminating'Castro, but that there wsre conver-

sations about it, I haven't the slightest doubt.

uét ? 5 Eﬁ :2 E? photocopy from

Gerald Ford Library
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Q - Do you know who in the White House would have had

those conversations with his people in the Agency?

~..A--- It seems to me that back in those days there was

. something called -- there was some committee that sat at the
. White House that had to do with counter-insurgency as I

-recall it.,A o -

Q Would that be the Special Operations grcup?'

A T don't know what the name is any more, different

~changes, but this group used to meet constantly on the

problems of Cuba and Latin America, and so forth, and also

problems all around the world -- how are we going to organize

ourselves to fight this problem,that problem and the other

problem? I am sure there must be records of this thing. It

used to meet all the time down at the Executive Office

. Building. It had met a lot on Asia, as I recall it, and the

problem in Vietnam, and so forth, and I have no doubt there

was-some organization that we used to report to regularly abou

-our progress in the Cuban thing. I forget. which committee

it was.but,certainlyw;thé,Attdrney General .was. right there

all thg time.: Joe Califano was involved from the Army

‘Depar;ment in these matters. I don't know. There were other

e

.

"people. Thave fofgotten ﬁowrall the -~ that is a‘lOQgitime-
aéof-w S *m L e
VQ Yes, sir. Doéé the name Mongoose ring any bell?
A Sure. Mongoose was sort of a general cover rubric
“%'fﬁ @ ‘:'g) ?_ E ?? ?:; T ! Photocopy from

Gerald Ford Library
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* for the whole effort to unseat the Castro government.
= g =-Is this the group that vou ére referring‘to?
. _i,;lbém No. Mongooée would have been an internal'agency"
4 " thing, I think. Now, maybe it was known ddwntown as —— or
-§ | “some of these people.Who'were'priVy,tQ these_th;ﬁgs:in
6 -other agencies that this Qas the rﬁbric. I am not sure. It
7 " may well be.
8 . Q --When they name a special group, Spéciél Group Augmenige
° _or Special Operations Group --
lg A That sounds familiar, yes. 'That sounds familiar.
11 - I am a;hamed that you know moraraboﬁt-theéé fhings Ehesé
12 daYS'ﬁhan I do but honesly, I haven't even thought abou£ them
13' in all thése'years;‘
14 Q- Sir, éo you ﬁave any recollection as téuwho.migh@
15 | havé been the'drivihg'forces-from the White House in efforts
161 to do:soﬁething about Castro? LT
7N . Well, the pfincipal driving force was fhé Attorney
118 ‘General, Robert Kennedy} There.isn't'any guestion about this.
.19 Involved in"tﬁis was. a group of individuals who:we:e sért Qf,‘
<0 hired and pﬁileq togethe£'b§ Kéﬁnedy'and Rusk and MclNamara
| 21‘ ’ an31McGeorge‘Bundy.and'all those peop;e to gét on with this
éz V_jéb aﬁé as I.sit here and séaft.ﬁo think aboﬁt this,
23 Califano was one of them. It seems to me Lansdale, who had
= beén successful inlﬁhisigind of operation out in the Far
25 East was brought in for a while. There was a small office |
l

;&,ﬂ% 7 ., e B el § .
@ = cpn o Photocopy from ‘
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over in the Pentagon where people —-—~ as a matter of fact, now

that I think about it, that Mongoose thing, wasn't that a

~Lansdale.invention that was produced in the Pentagon and that

speciai operations, Gene Erskine headad -- isn't that -.. some

“of this is coming back to me now.

-~ . Q- -Well, as -it comes back to you, do you remember any
discussions involved connected or indirectly connected or any

way connected with that operation involving any attempts to

.assassinate Fidel Castro?-

‘A .. I don't recall specifically. I would be surprised
that it wasn't discﬁssed at times 5gﬁ I don't'recalllany
of these discussions particularly.

@ .- Do you remember any discussions with Mr.Harvey
conce;ning;the furnishing of-eitﬂar arﬁs or pbison pills
te Cuban exiles to have.them try and carry out any assgssina—
tion plan? : -
—---A ... .I don't have any question that we.tried.to land
-them in Cuba, to briné down this government or to kill
angquy:that they.could lay their hands on. This was a -—-
the in;truéﬁions éné all ﬁﬁis:wéiéipqéﬁty rough -and
pxetty fulsome but when you come down to:this questicn of a
specific projgét Qas,approved'whibﬁ was designed for a man
to go to Point B and actually shoot or poison or @o sometﬁing
to Castro, I don't recall anythin§ of that kind and I to

this very day would like to see some evidence that this

TOP BELNE Photocopy from
_ Gerald Ford Library
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talking a good game.

. Exhibit 47 -~ -

actually was ever carried out. I think that there was a lot

ofl lying on the- part of those Cubans and . a lot of backingrand

 forthing-with allegations of things that happened that never

did-happen and as I look back-on the whole period, with

-

:all_the effort that was made in money and manpower, and

so forth, devoted to try and unseat the Céstxo governﬁentf

when one looks back at it it was a pretty pitiful effort

"and I think a great deal of it was just, what shall I say,

0 Now, do you have any recollection of any briefing

- of McCone about any Agency plans in which Harvey or Roselll

or Sheffield Edwards may have been. involved other than
A I don't have any recollection of that, Mr. Belin.
I want to tell you that all I recall was that McCone was

constantly asking about how we were gettingfaiphg with the

Cuban operations and McCone was constantly beiné briefed about

what we were trying to do about these operationS‘butAwhét
was in all thosg.briefings Ixhavewno'recpllection any mcre:
at aliAana ﬁo‘ma£ter“ﬂgw.1 wéuid'work:on thié‘i wodl&,ﬁevér
be able to sort it all out. It was =--— é.lot of effort was
lbeiﬁgimade,‘ail'kiﬁds of thingé-tc get‘hoatévand to'train'

CubahsAto man those boats and land on secret shores and all

kinds of things. ' . o

Q £ —- ‘ Photocopy from
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. difference any more?

A "~ “"May I ask a question at this junCLure? Sincg éastrb
is alive .and well in Cuba,-what is the prcblem about these
‘fu»trying to verify all this business about whéther these
attempts were madelor not made? I mean, does it make ény

,Q;.;~Well,.theré-aremtwﬁ’majOr.areas of éoncern,apért

from Vhether or noct assassination should'piay any part in
Amexicanrpolicy._One area éoncarns how ‘the plans were
~authorized, whéthér they were directed externally or whether:
they grewup internally.

.- = The;seéond area Cconcerns whéﬁ I would céll internal méni-

. toring and control. if Mr.McCone - didn't know\#bout it;-other
than tﬁgt briefing, that.poses a.problem so faf as an Agency
operating under control. If yqu_di& not know about it ﬁntil
the sprin§ of 1962, and the inﬁbrmgtion that I have gathered
indicates that you we;e not privy to any,informétioﬁ'abogt
‘this until the. spring cf.1962,.fpu“were'ip~a fairly important
position in the Agency_ana vet were éot'awgre of:Qhaﬁ could
hgye been a potentially disastrous _operation, certainly. an

‘ éperatioﬁ:thaﬁnﬁad-aliikiﬁaéibf'ramificationsjfor‘tﬁis.

~ country when one considers the trigger of Worlthar I involved
aﬁléssaééigation‘atﬁemp?.':’ e

And so, therefore, the scope of mf inquiry ié not
necessarily to say it ié this;persoﬁ*g ;eépoﬁsiﬁility but in

large part it is to determine how these plans got organized

? P g E @ R ET : Pt;otocopy—from
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and how they were kept under control, and I should tell you

= that it is my information that, although you did not have any
.3 “information.about this prior to the spring of 1962, that

: in the Spriné of 1962 you were made privy to what I am joing ke
° gall Phasé I which was tﬁé Giancana phase-and also what I am
6 .going taAcall Phaée-il‘when ﬁilliam ﬁéryéy éooklavér.tﬁeJ

7 operation, éhd that Mr.McCone, according to the records that
8 I;haﬁe ﬁeén; was not briefed until the Aqgust 16, 1963

9. memorandﬁm, iﬁ part because of the fact ﬁr,ﬁcCone had not

10 been‘bCIn at the timé the plans were undertaken, so the

11 -documenﬁs say that I have seen, anégthat at the ﬁimeiofhis
12 ‘_briefing in Augﬁsﬁ of 1963, i£ was not an oral briéfing but
13 rather“;imited to a &iscussion:éf the Giancana matter ;n.

14 the'memofandﬁm for the record addfesséd to Senator Kennedy,

150 Exhibit 4. - - o . 0

16 - ‘Now, is there anything thatlI have said whichfdisagrees
17 :'with'ahything"thaE iS'to‘ﬁhe best of ydﬁf'recclleétioﬁ?
8 A iI.have’ho reason to cavil with what you say. I
19 don't héve any éontrary recollections but_I don't remember. a
20 lot of this eiﬁhér. 86 —— _ |
21 - Q .- -Now, do you femember Senatér Kennedy coming over
S22 tb.the Agencylén';r’aboﬁt Marcﬁ 8, 1967, to reviéQ'this
“25 " memorandum forth; records that,was Helms' ﬁxhibit 4 that
24 | pertained to his 1962 ﬁr;efing?_'"';_' - |
25 ' A Sénator Kennedf visited the Agency to do that?:

?@ ? § E*t f}; 7’:? Photocopy from
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' Q __ Yes. He either visited the Agency or was hand-

deiivered a copy of that. Does that ring a bell with you

at all? ) B
_ A  No, it dqesn't, but I don’t say it didn't happen.
I dontt -—

Q - You don't remember any conversations with Senator
Kennedy about this?

a No, I don't.

Q. Do you remember any conversations with Lawrence .

Houston about --

A Oh} yes, it was Houston who told me about the

briefing in the first place.

mQ " That is :ight,vapd when Houston told vou about the

briefing and Houston was present at the briefing, do you.

remember what he said and what vou said at all or don't you?

A No.
Q | Do youtremember'having"any'cbnvetsétidnéxwith either

Houston about Robert Kennedy-wanting to see the memorandum

~again on -- sometime in 19677 ~
A I don't remember the thing at all but, you know,
if it =-—- if the record says that this happened I have no

reason to argue with it. It would not have loomed. large in

my life at that late date and if he wanted to look at it

I wouldn't have the slightest doubt I authorized somebody

to show it to him. I don't recall his coming out -here to

. T Y upep— Photocopy from
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look at it. In other words, I don't recall him ever being

in my office here.

Q Do you have any recollection of a project known

as Project Amlash?

A Amlash?':By that name, not any more.
Q Did you ever?
A Don't forget, Mr. Belin, that there were hundreds

of these things.

Q Do you.have'any %ecollectidn of any man by the
namé bf Rolando Cubela who was a éubén who at one time had
been associated with Castroe and then becamefdisaffected
with him? |

A | Let's.seé. ‘Was he'the'fellov‘who eventually ended
upiin Paris or Madrid or‘soﬁething of'ﬁhié-kind?-

0 Yes. At one-time he did. and fhep e%entually
he ended up in Cuba but,he Wwas mét by Agen;y.people invPéris;

o Al~ 'Whéé wéﬁ his.éaiﬁicﬁiafiérypton§hé:'

Q | Well, amoné’ othe; things, sérﬁe Black Leaf 40 had
been developed to be délivergd t0 him iﬁ_a pen‘whéch had been
constxucted'to‘haQE-a hypodermic needle #ifh the object to
inject the.ﬁlack Leaf 40 into Castro. And that was aelivered,

to him.in Paris on November 22, 1963. Do vau remember?

A . -I certainly remember Cubela.. I. certainly remembe;
the fact tﬁat he was, I think =-- was he a defector from the
Cuban regime. - ———

’ photocopy from
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1. Q Yes. )
2 A - Or was he an agent whom we fecruited who ﬁad nct
S yet defected or what? I gertaigly rémember his name and I
4 certairly remember the.use that was made of_alfellow rared
5 Cubela but I don't recall exactly for;ﬁhat,
; 6 Q There was an effort to récpuit hiﬁ in placé.
! 7 There were evenéually some weapons delivered to hin.
8 . A Were there? I don't have any reason to doubt it.
9 The Black Leaf 40 and the hypodermic pén, and so forth, I
10 ‘ .ﬁgﬁ't‘recall. |
11 @ Do you recall any Agency scheme which.invqlvgé trying
iz to put a speétacular seashell in an area --
13 - A | That:is.what I was taikihg about ea;;ierf Wbmequf
14 was talking once about trying to put a hoﬁb oﬁ his beach
15 ‘where he walke&, or sémetbing;
16 Q Of where he-skin—dived.
17 A Yes, that is the idea. i do remembér somebody .
18 discussing ghether that would be aviahle opération or not.
19 : Q -ﬁo you ever ?emeﬁber aﬁyéﬁe discuséing‘giving o
20 Casﬁro a skin-diving suit which would include some tuberculosig
21 bacterié in the breathing apparatus and also:possibly some
22 .fungﬁs.which wouid praduée madura foot?
23 : A Madura foot? I remember,it seems to me, Pitzgerald
24 had é bright idea about the skin-diving suit. I don't
25 remember hié.wm I don't think I reéall at all that there was
@ﬁmﬁﬁafﬁg? PMmemA
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any plan to put anything iﬁ it. I have eveﬁ forgotten what
the skin-diving suit was but- I wént to tell.you these came
up every day, some hairbrained idea like this to do some-
thing about Cuba, but that these -actually wefg qarrjed out,
given to actually set the seashell down or to send the thing
or that any‘assets were developed to do theée things. These
were a lot cf,things:thaﬁ wefe‘éiscussed and I am sure they
got down on paper sin¢e”f0u haye them but I don't :ecall ﬁhey
were‘ever-apérovéd or ever carried out or any attémpt to
carry them out. ;' o ‘_'_“;<:

0 Do you remember that eventually arms were delivered
o Mr,;Cqbell:a in Cuba? -

A I don't have any doubt about it. I think we
delivg%ed 3fms‘a11'ove: the place in connection with Cuba.
I mean, let ﬁs'noﬁ>qu a moment' think that the Kennedy
Administration wasn't dead serious abéut getting rid of the
Caétrq.govgrnment; I meénr.le£{§ not -- this was a
Government operation.and if ﬁean Rusk. or anfbﬁdy,;McGeorge
Bundy or anybodyjeISE‘}s sitting around,-no, no, no, we
didﬁ‘f havé this ;n mind at éll; let’'s get. that all straighte
out, Théy wénted>;o gét rid of Casffd. Well, le£ me say |
that I'donﬂt know thgt Deén Rusk wantea to get rid of him
but certéinly pPresident Kennedy wanted to get rid of him.

9

Q What do you mean by getting rid of him?

SR TW i o o R Photocopy from
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' .A They waﬁtEd to unseat his govermment. They wanted to
° bring his goverﬁﬁént down by whatever device could be found.
° nTbém " WhicH ééuldTinclude assassinafion? |
* A _"i"&pnft'know”that the word assassination was ever
° ﬁ;édibﬁtuéégtéihiy if ycﬁ land armed méﬁ Cﬁ a ﬁegch énd the
¢ effort ié'éo'fgéruit other armed men and to try to Start'g
’ whole arrangement whereby ydh, fcu know, you b;ing down a
° - government, sombeody is boﬁnd to get ;ﬁétg ?ut thé thing
’ tﬁaﬁ i am doing my level best with ypu about andehich even
o as I sit here thinking about ié, is‘the-fccus on this
11 : o
' assassination business as though this was a, you know, some-
'?2_ thing théﬁ was toﬁally_part and pafcél of killiﬁg ér invasions
15 of“aﬁything of that kind. Put in tﬁat éonﬁ&xt; i just &on't
1 remember ﬁhat any of these operatiéns were é;ér moﬁnfed
1o let alone had ény érospécts,of'succesé.“ Thaﬁ a lot qf tﬁem were
}6 discussed, I h;vén;t the élightést doubt.agd $ don't know
7 what other pedplefin the Governmegﬁ’have tesfified to but
e _evén that'must_bavg come up aﬁ:various:meetings as to whether
19 tﬁis waé a viable way to'get rid of1the'm%;., .
=0 ‘-L: Thereﬂis‘a-very gfeat difference, it seems to me,
21 when you actuall} approved it, were prepared to take the
g2l | | B
.responsibility.
23 L. R : _
Q For the record, there appear to have been no plans
24 undertaken ﬁo carry out either the seashell or the skin-diving
25t 7suit but there dorappeér to be-plans to deliver the quson
= : N R '
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i
1
T pillis and plans to deliver weapons.
PE
2 .
! A - All right.
i
.3 i e e : :
j H Q You don't have any recollection to the contrary,
i 2 S -
! i do youz
] - 1 N
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7 - BY MR. BELIN: = e |
’ i ’ ' e ' . : F o ’
24 : - . : ) S
3 Q The last 1tem I want to talk to vyou about at thils
25 | ’ -
3 . ; . -
i time goes back to 1962. I am sorry to skip back and forth.
] cone Ge S S TG S SR [
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A All right.

Q You mentioned that the Attorney General, Robert
Kennedy, was intimately invoived with Operation Mongcose. And
there appears to be a corrqborating memorandum prepared by
you dated October i6,‘l§62, pertaining to this, aﬁd‘I wonder
if you would read this'memorandum_and see if i£ refreshes

.your recollection.

A 6 October 1962. When was the Cuban missile crisis?
Q The Cuban missile crisis, I believe, was in October
of 1962.

A Colonel Patchell. I had forgoﬁten~a11 about him.

Q  This letterhas been marked Helms' Exhibit 5.
A That sort of‘iayé it out, doeén‘t‘it?
0 . Ambassador Helms, having read the Helms' Exhibit

i

No. 5, this is a memarandum whicﬁ you prepared which appears
to have been.prepgred’on October 16,'1962,‘theAdaté that vou
met with the‘Attorﬁéy General, is that éorrect?
bA . Yes.
0 And to thelbest af yaur recollection?'did the
Attorney General express the general-diésatisfaction*of the
.‘P;esident with the Operation Mongooée?
A I have every reason. to believe that what I wrote
v in tha£ memorandum Was.th?'best of my recollection of what.
was said and what wént.onlin the meeting described. .
Q Would it be fair to say that the Atﬁorney General

TR EIRFD AT .
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_General was ever advised of the fact that William Harvey

-Roselli operation?

T OP SECRET
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Y

was personally involved and continued to become more persnﬁall~
involved with the overall Mongoose Operation?
A. Yes. -

Q ' Do you knowlwhefher‘o: not'at'anyitima the Attorney
had overtaken or had taken over a certain portion of the

A” - I don't 5ave any reqollectioﬁ of that_ Héve
you ever talked to Barvey, incidentally? . |
Q - Yeé, sif. |
A . What 4did he have to say_op'the squgct?
Q- - -Well, M;. Harvey never met with the A£torney.General

but Mr.Harvey did say that he. -~

A "He never saw the Attorney General?.

'Q - ~He never discussed -- no, he didn't say that.

A Oh.

Q Ee-ngver.discussed the particular plans in which he

was'personally'invol;ed with tﬁe Attorney‘General."

A I see. I ses.

Q He did say thét sometime in ghe spring of 1962
you became Awére of those plans and that would be corroborated
by other dccumentatipn that I have seen, and that he also

said that you-and he determined not to brief the DCI on it

at the. time and that is also corroborated by other documenta-

+ion that I have seen. Photocopy from
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1 '
A " What sort of documentation?
2 :
Q Memorandum.
z S ) .
A Memorandum for the record?
4 _ :
. Q Well, memorandum invelving among other things,
5 ) ' )
review of the entire area of this. I have notes on it. I-
& ' o
: don't have the memorandum here at this time.
7 . ' -
I-don't know if I would call it a memorandum for
8 - - et bhere i | :
the record but at.least there is some written documentation,
9 o | | - |
but I don't know whether made contemporaneously, that there
0 . : :
1 was a decision not to brief DCI, McCone, the memorandum
11 ; . !
having been talked about earlier. 1
12 | | i
A Let me ask a very important guestion here at this 4
13 point. : - " - - o ' .
. : !
1a Q Surely. E
15 A~ - This plan that Harvey was alleged to have, how f
16 far did it ever get? I mean, what I am trying to get at i
l?» here is that we are dealing with a lot of conjecture, a lot ﬁ
. . : g
181 of thoughts, a lot of ideas. Now, did any plan get down to the 3
19 point where somebody was about to get in a boat or, airplane 2
29 and go to Cuba and do X or Y and it shows I apprcved this E
21 happening or was this. something he was going to try tc develop %
R2 and see if it could fly and if there was any possibility :
.23 that it might work, and so forth? - g
_e o Q ' There are reports that the people with whom there. g
25 was contact did get to Cuba with pills’ and with -- g
wew Abe TR O TR O Sy U SSOR Photocopy from ‘
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A .This was the first --

Q ~~ other occasions.
A First phase?
Q- And also the second phase and in addition, there

were subsequent reporté t?gt there‘were arms provided
also andehat you are saying is if this pian continued over
a period of-séveral yeafs it continued.withouﬁ your exp;ess
averviéw}as I understand foﬁr testimony, is that cérfect? |
A Yes. My recbllectioﬁ of Har%e?'s dea;ings_with

Roselli or during moét of the period-that»was.that nothing
e%er happened about ahything.

M,Q".}.Weli, certéinlyvar. Castro is still living;

A Yes, but I mean, I think this -- I don‘t know whose

-word to trust in‘this but I think that,-you“know, this is a

pxetty_thinbreed,‘thiS'Roselli business. He was a pain in

the neck .and an awful albatross but I think we got zero

- use out of him. "

“MR: MANFREDI: . Mr.Helms, this is Harold Baker,

another member of the staff.

THE WITNESS: How do you. do?
jMR;‘BELIN;"‘Mr; Baker is going to be here tomorrow.

I think at this time we will let vou take a breather and

.-at least adjourn the deposition to resume tomorrow morning.. .

THE WITNESS: What time would you like me here,

Mr.Baker? .
Photocopy from
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_MR. BAXER: Mr. Gray was going to start first.
MR. BELIN: Mr. Gray is not -- well, I have asked
the questions that Mr.Gray wanted to ask.

MR. BAKER: I see. What would be convenient .for

ygu? - IR - T .

e e e THE WITNESS: I want to meet your convenience.

I mean my desire is to be és avail;ble_gnd“get everything
‘doné that we'éan 50 I-can get back to my job;
~~  - MR. BAKER: Half past Aine?.A- 
: - THE WITNESS: Fine. |
MR. BELIN: ALl riéht. Well, thank you, sir, for
your cooperation. ‘
- ' -THE ﬁITNESS? 'Thank you.'Iwant to coép@?ate.fr
want to help. I will try and be a little biﬁ, 1§t_more alert

tomorrow.
(Whereupon, at 4:30 p.m., the taking of the

-deposition was recessed, to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., Thursday,

—r

~April 24, 1975.)
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