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Jack Ander

son and Les Whitten

Behind John F. hﬁ@nmdya& Murder

roJohn Rosellt may
secret of the Joha FL

with 1o his
sred g
hody

nmm

or r1 o](‘;m 0.
;..nc account, Castro

who had been
‘”. He believed,
cother without hasis, that Pres-
mu Wwag wnmd the plot.

i the supreme
n “e tables
. t0 arrange Ken-
3%3\\;13110'\ accordingz 0
s scepario. Tu save their skins.
the plotters fined up Lee Harvey Os.
waid 1o pull the trigger.

Hoselli could never be pinned down
es or details. It was also diffi
cult 1o assess whether he knew what
he was talking ahout or whether he
erely described what he thought
zht have happened. Certainly there

N

elnGin

They were under the loose control
of Florida’s Mafia chieftan, Santos
Trafficante. His gainbling enterprises
in Havana had been ciosed down by
Castro after the 1959 revolution. In
fact. Trafficante had been lodged for a
period in a Cuban jail. an indignity
that didn't endear Castro 1o him.

After Trafficante made it back (o his

‘Florida haunts, he left part of his or-

ganizatfon behind in Havana. Some cf
his henchmen even managed to de
velop contacts in Castro's inner circle.
These were the people Roselli wanted
to use to knock off Castro.

But Roselli didn't have the stature
inside the Mafia to maxe the necessary
arrangements with Trafficante. So
Roselli called in his patrom. the Chi-
cago godfather Sam Momo) Giancana,
1o deal with Trafficante.

As Roselli’s associates tell it, he per-
suaded Giapcana that it would be 1o
their advantage to win the good will of
the CIA. Convinced, Giancana flew
down to Florida to make the prelimi-
nary arrangements.

Once Giancana and Trafficante set it
up, Roselli used the Havana under-
world to plot Castro's demise. At first,
they tried to plant poison pills, sup-
plled b\ the CIA, in Castro's food. The
St ave mr

g o

In an imprompta, threehour inter-
view with ‘msmmml Press reporter
Danicl Harker, Castro indicated that
he knew about the uitemns on his life
and warned that U5, lmd«rs alco
l'TllEhl not be safe. That was Sept. 7
1683.

According to Roselli, Castro enlisted
the same underwor!d elements whom
he had caught plotting agatnst him.
They supposedly were Cubans from
the old Trafficante organization.
ﬂ ommg with Cuban intelligence, they«

Uegedly lined up an ex-Marine sharp-
sbooter Lee Harvey Qswald. who had
been active in the pro-{astro move-
meat.

According to Roselli's version,
Oswald may huve shot Kennedy or
may have acted as a decov while oth-
ers ambushed him from closer rangpe.
When Oswald was picked up. NHosells
suggested, the underworld conspira-
tors feared he ‘muld crack and dis-
close information that nnght lead 1o
them. This almost certanly, would
have brought a massive U.S crack.
down on the Mafia. .

So Jack Rubv was ordered to elim-
inate Oswald miaking it appear as an
act or ruprml gainst the President’s,

ST .

T
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gambling.syndicate.

';wblnk“TWGNM
. In mld March, 1965 Rafael Garc1a Bongo, a noted

Cuban lawyer whose brother occupled the prestlglous posrtlon

of Mlnlster of Sports .in Cuba, contacted CIAlstatloﬁw personnel

in Madrld to ‘inform the agency that "he was 1n contact with

a group . of mllltary offlcers who were plannlng to klll Castro"

(1967 I G.-; ‘Report, p. ). 1t qulckly became clear to CIA
- _employees that Bongo 'S reference ‘was:.to - Cublla -and the group ‘

of mlrltary men. who. were all;eduw1th;h1m 1n;attempt1ng to A

depose Castro, Although,thev1967?and~l§77JfI.G.”-Reports are

_Nsilent as to their attitudehtoward'Bongo!srénformation, it“

must be assumed,that they. did not: respond %ffirmatively since

the AMLASH. operation was. in progreSS'atﬁthé time"and Artime

was in the process of dellverlng arms- caches to Cubela's people

wrthln Cuba.

Interestingly; Bongo identified’hiﬁgelf to Agency per-
sonnel as a lawyer for the Capri Hotel an% Casino in Havana
who had been jailed in July 1975 for a period of 75 days,
al'legedly as a reprisal for representinnganto Trafficante.
§Bongo's utilization of the short prisongterm to establish
his "bona fides“fas guestionable as Traéficante was in jarl
during August 1959. For.the Cuban goveénment to wait for 3

years to exact retribution for'that'reﬁresentation makes no

sense. Possibly, Bongo was involved infapproachingtthe Castro

i




government"in'i§627oanrafficanteielbehelf“ r permission

y, tox reopen the ‘Capri ca51no %;

Bongo s »trip: to<Madr1d apparently 1nvolved more than’

a. contact w1th the .CIAM for he ‘'was - arrested for - counterfeltlng
and held untll his old- cllent Santo Trafficanto, arrived

with a suitcase full of cash to.obtain his release*, = See

e e,

eexalso.deposition-af

dePresumabhy, Bongo was paroled
back to Cuba, at an unspecified later -date, where he:died.
One aspect of the Bongo—Traffitante relationship ip
Madrid deserves fuller treatment although it is doubtful |
that anythlng more than supp031tlon can result from further
exploratlon..a&t;has% bee:’reéorted by Jack Anderson that his’
private'and secret source until his death, John Roselli, had .
reason to speculate that Cubans originelly recruited bySanto
Trafficante to kill Ceetro were fturned around" and sent
back to the United States where they were directly involved

-

in. the assassinationuof”Presidenthennedy.\ -See~Anderson

ra '/
colump.c=datedguFamy gy i rntefflew-by -Fenton-.and....
,fang;her_eoiumnistyrgéofqé”Cfilé}“éérried,tHe -

storyeajstep»ﬁurtherwbymsuggestifg@thatumrafficantembecame

a w1tt1ng_9§;tlc1pant“1n~theuc,jfﬁaP%imeeMinisteris_planhof

retaieation,‘

¢
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a double agent for Castro in ascertainingffhe nature and
scope of the AMLASH operation. Castro gértainly became

aware of the Artime meetings with Cubéia in the fall of

1964 since the list of charges upon which Cubela went to
trial in 1966 began with these Madrid meetings. If Castro
had begun his suspicions of Cubela's role with the CIA dur-
ing late 1964 or early 1965, it is likely that he would have
begun counter-intelligence measufes to confirm his fears
which could have led to Castro sending Bongo to Spaifn to
contact the Agency. Given Trafficante's close ties to Bongo
(see—atsoAtreman~footnote—in-AMEASH>§ectiom), it can be postu-
lated that Trafficante was aware of Bongo's true mission
prior to his departure or became knowledgeable when he bailed

him out of jail in Madrid. (Unferiunatelys=we~haveno-way=of

know%ESLﬂhﬁther:BQngowspggped“inwMiamiwtowsggiggggiigggggh

fromTSecrepggg;y%g¢79§,§h§wltalianukiliedwﬁnMMiaﬁimthwW§§;

' supposed..to.be:Bongo!s:partner-according-to-S/A-Wenda I1-Sall.)

aih el

Trafficante‘éould have received news'of Cubela's‘ties

with the Agency through his close associate Jofge Nobregas who

was described by Gorge Ca.t i in his Washingtén Post article
(circa 8/17/76) as “having worked with the CIA, was in Cubela's
student revolutionary group in Cuba, and alwéys close to
Trafficante." |

Actually, given the extent of Traffiéante's high-level

contacts within the exile community and thé low~level security




|
&

\i

|

in the CIA exile operations, it is extremely logical that
Trafficante and otherfﬁembers of the underworld knew, in
some fashion, part or all of the AMLASH plot. The question
becomes: So what? Short of being able to blackmail the go-
vernment about the modus operendi of the 1960-62 events,

the significance of mob knowledge of AMLASH is not readily

-
i

apparent. %ﬁowev@f?ﬁffMTrafficanteeﬁa§ﬁinﬁfactﬂawdoubie:agent,

G
.amwhole—other»seenari@wemergeSvﬁﬁmﬂeﬂ
//// One further reference to Bongo surt7ced durlng
7[14

-

interview by Committee Staﬁf with Jose Aléman on Mar
/ /

1977 when Z&eman related that Jorge Nobregas 1ntroddced Ale-

ficante. Santo Trafflcante offered to aés1st
/

Aleman in obtalnlng a Teamster loan ostens1b1y out/of grati-

man to Tra

tude for Aleman S relatlve (Bongo) representlng Trafflcante
in Cuba. Trafficante fully admlts the Teamster loan proposal
which was to be arranged by Frank Ragano, Traffloante e per-
sonal lawyer, who also represented Jlmmy Hoffa and Frank Chanez
in criminal cases. . 4

Of course, the most-relevant asoect of the Trafficante-
Aleman meetings in September 1962 to this éommittee is the
statement attributed to Trafficante by Aleman*that ". . .you
don't understand me. Kennedy's not going to make it to the
election.; He is going to get hlt. Aleman reported that
the inflamatory prediction occurred during a lengthy diatribe

¥
against the Kennedy administration's campaign against Jimmy

e o
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that organlzed crlme may have had a contlnulng knowledge

of all CIA opertions against Castro durlng the 1960 S.

.ﬁﬂTheleG7~I~GvuReporth;;”d_that 1nformat10n glven

VJA;B ~—=> A review of the 1967 I.G. reﬁett”dées“het%sustain
the Senate's conjecture in that there is no avallable evidence
cited in the Report to suggest that "A" (V%ctor Spinosa Hernan-
dez) had knowledge of, or involvement wité, any of the sfn—
dicate or Cuban exiles who participated ingPhase I or ITI of
the CIA-Mafia assassination..plots during 1960 62. What Book
Szzdld was to seize upon the 1967's tentatlve 1dent1f1cat10n

¥ OH’GJ Y /Cﬂf

of‘ﬁgggg name links" between the 1960- 62 gaags@er @PCVﬂw i
and AMLASH intrique, and expandathe amopphus nature of those
"name links," which included "A," into é theory that "A" was-

the conduit through which the Syndicategbecame knowledgeable

of both the AMLASH operation and the i@itial CIA efforts to

Y
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eliminate Castro. ’
The only solid factual basis for Book XE's tieiin'
between AMLASH and the 1960-62 CIA syndicate plots i$

fseesf wawsre upon Victor Espenosa's exile activities in June-

'
i

July 1963, which Book IZ &xﬁfiﬁkf_mtb
i@%ggtMEQZwE;I;;Wéggtained at least some FB;.reports
on "A,"-the Cuban exile who was involved in transéorting
explosives to New Orleans in 1963. These reporté detail
his involvement with anti-Castro exiles and‘hndé&world fi-

rA i
gures’hho were operating the guerilla training camp in New

Orleans in July 1963. ; oy

FITO

The "underworld figures" reference rela%es to Egizéd
and William McLaney-who have been considered érganized crime
affiliates by some law enforcement and mediafbersonnel.

(See profile.) Again, however,lno evidence %rom any source
pPlaces McLaney into the early CIA plots to gill Castro or
into the AMLASH operation. A review of the;June—July 1963
activities of‘McLaney and Victor Espinosa ieads only to the

inference that%their operation was a privafe limited venture
X

with no agency or syndicate support and véry little chahce
of success. (ﬁeeWRevéewwofﬂﬁakeMPonchatﬁéin*iﬁ“Méﬁﬁﬁé?wﬁfo—
file.....Footnote~re - Nictor -Espinosa:-)-

Moreover, the link between McLanéy, Espinosa and the
organized crime principals connected togthe initial CIA Castro

plots must be dissected in order to mage a judgement as to

the likelihood of ggnk:ﬂ?s-speculation;that the syndicate

held "inside" information on Agency oéerations in 1960-65.
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Siﬁce the Sénate did not attempt to ihtervigw either

of the McLaney brothers or Victor Espinosa in 1975 nor ine-

) AsiC (DrmC\pouis ot
Gui-re—of—the-witnesses o the 1960-62 plots imbo O ©
their knowledge or relationship to McLaney or Espinosa, the
Senate's hypothetical question of underworld knowledge of
the full range of CIA Castro plots is based upon a minimum
of hard data and a maximum of free-wheeling cénjecture.

The evidence linking Espinosa to any gnown organized
crime figures consists of his admission to éging friends with
"Cappy" Rothman, Norman Rothman's son, andﬁé casual ;nowledge
of American gamblers gleaned from his studént days of visit-
ing the Havana casinos. ;

Mike McLéneyléngr o | éign:E:mhnSe ties to
organized crime have been 36“**ijsquestiéned within federal
law enforcement agencies since the l950'§ but no solid evi-

dence has linked him to Trafficante, Rosseli or Giancana.

Since McLaney has been most frequently mentioned as a "Lansky

man." To place a witting mcLaﬂwﬁﬁ into the 1960-62 plots,

it requires a series of major speculative hurdles which
" -, . .

include. (a) Myer Lansky was a plotter with Trafficante;
. A;""j
(b) McLaney was Lansky's "action" man;“(c) the various under-

world figures acted in concert in promoting anti-Castro opera-
\Yr e, Ree Gak :
tions. 4None of these premises are easily supportable with

facts (b s aa
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