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' 9 November 1953
> . - SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

/

, Headquarters Second Army, Fort George G. Meade, Md..

■ The following .Counterintelligence-Information (Phase II) wa 
obtained from files, available to this office.

Bossier C 8052176

A? BIERS; Wesley P., Cpl. RA 13166063, age 22, Caucasian, Box 136,’
■ Kimberly, West: Virginia,. was captured by Chinese Communist Forces (CCF) 

On-23 April 1951, in the Central Sector of Korea, approximately 10 ..
miles north of the 38th parallel. SUBJECT serving as an Assistant Squad 

3 M': Leader in HLn Company, 19th Regiment, 24th Infantry Division. His
Ab1 rganization had been/overrun by CCF at the time of his capture. BIERS 

§Q<m*as repatriated to:-UN' control on' 6 September 1953. 
g E

’ <C3'IERS was. imprisoned at Camp #1 until 4 August 1953 
jgotf ’ ' " ' ------
o S I 
S‘22 । 
ES StV} 
u- y u

_ , which time
he was transferred to a special, compound near. CCF Supreme Camp Headquarters

.near Pyoktong, Korea. This was - a result of hij^p^et.it,i£>.n_f pf'-R-Qn-^'
. I , repatriation. Following an ailege'd'^eSposura'pf' subversive, activities .
J1directed''against, the CCF plans for' non-repatriate PsW, , BIERS, Pfc. Bobby/'\
§ ,T DeGraw,." 14319329, and. Pf c. Wilbiun cJ Wat son,' 14299345 w.ere turned - ’d'-vf

* over :to UN control./'/ _o. ' -J’ ’ , '■ ’

■Shortly after arrival at ,Camp'#l, BIERS began to actively participate • 
.in 'communist-.disqussians sponsored by the CCF camp officials. In’ March
1952 he was appointed'a.Squad Leader by the Chinese and held this position 
until May 1952. In thi~s capacity he presented questions for discussion in, ‘

z . squad study group meetings, required by the Chinese and observed,.and 
reported attitudes of PsW to the Chinese. . . . . ■

a . ... In.April 1952 BIERS .was^.select ed by the Chinese f.'or .membership, in
■4y . -the Company Club,, and became- Chairman of the Research Section of the Club’s
<5* ..Daily Life Committee. He held this-position until August 1953.

The Company Club'whs a Chinese sponsored organization, and controlled 
-by them. It’directed and planned the. daily activities of the PsW. It had 
asi-t.’s, officers- only those regarded by the Chinese as?dependable. The 
Research Department made studies of reference material supplied by the 
Chinese-and submitted it’s results to. study groups end writers of pro- 
communist articles.- . ,

BIERS was an .alternate delegate to the Camp #1 Camps Club and in the 
latter, part of 1952 and early .1953 acted as Chairman of that group, in the 
absence of Pfc. Bobby De Graw, the Chairman. .

ACof-.S, G-2 D/A 5 • USARCARIB ' 1 z CONUS Armies/-^^
AF.FE .- A'V ,! ' US^HPAC- INDEXED -.. J
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' V - .. '...................................... 4----- — ------ -———— -------------------------  ■ ■—•—-J
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■ -< . . ...Security .. Information. ,

- . BIENS, Wesley P.’" ■ ? >' ■ . - ' ' 9 November 1953 ■
• ■■ . ' \ Cpl., BA 13166063 r ?■ ' , • , ’ ; . ..

V . . ' ' t‘ ■ - ‘ ■- ’ ; ■ ,V

., ,. •' On 23 June 1953-BIBBS, .among, other PSW-'signed a- letter mailed to -
. Mrs. -Florence i.Gowgill,- 6159 Archer Avenue, Argo, Illinois* This letter

• . expressed gratitude’'for-her .activities,as reported ini the New York 
"Daily. Worker ” . of 16 and 19 October. 1952,-and. in connection with the •

. ' "Save Our Sons'. Committee’.'. 'J r ,

From April to August 1953, BIBHS. was Chairman of. the • Advanced , 
Study Group-of .Camp-#1. ,This;wasr compri sed'o'f approximately six( 6) of 

' . ■ the leading- pro-communists: in the--Camp. Its function : was to prepare, 
' Pinder., the guidance -bf the .Chinese, lectures and material for radio ’broad— 

, casts,, as [.well as programs for study"groups at company level. It occupied 
the highest es.chelon In..the- Pro-.8ommuni st element.!' ■-

’ '■ -V '■ ' ' ’ ■ - 1 ' : -1 ; ■ c’- ' ■< - ' < - '

- During-his confinement BIBBS-constantly applied himself to studies
•; • of Communism. He .wrote, pro'-communi st articles -for.publicatidn in the Camp 

,.z - .newspaper and for.’, Company radio broadcast purposes; One of these was ' 
direct ed -at Vi shinsky and encouraged him in' arguments he was then

, presenting.'-in the UN. Assembly, Another,.was in protest'- of. the United States 
■ , .. Government ''treatment .o^'repatriates, -at Valley Forge Hospital. Others

’ • . were directed t<a> hi s-'family and were also of general, pro-rcommunist; nature.,

p. ■ . ' In; early August.. 1953 BI3&S was'transferred-.to.'. CCF Supreme Camp'
, • ■Head^ ua.rters 'tp.-undergo intensive .indoctrination- in preparation for .

' ' ■ facing the Neutral Nations HepatriationjCommissipn as-a voluntary non- - 
repatriate. He received .such -instruction until' toward the'end of Augiist 

; and- then was normally repatriated to, UN ^control, , . t • ■ '. . • ... .

'. . .' BI BBS spent, hi s. free, time iw reading'and study, 'swimming, and in 
j.cphv.ersatibn'with Chinese'.personnel; concerning, improvement in de'ily living 

conditions, as well, as obtaining: answers to J.'particular .questions"i

BIBBS claim's.: that.,from August: 1951 he and Pfp. Bobby DeGraw planned 
to sabotage the: Chinese; indoctrination program. Partial success is claimed- 

; by virtue of <influ'ehcing; several--PsW not to-’ accept .non-repatriation and 
' ? ' creating confusion in/the-minds of-PsW as to the desirability of the
‘Communist ' life. ■ ' -. , :-‘ ■ ’ < ■ -r. ", • , . •

.'BIBBS belives. that Cdramuhism- would^noi .be successful in the" United . 
Stat.es because the people are'"basically selfish" and would not accept-"'- 

.'.'the regimentation and .state ownership ..in Co muni sm.' Americans. are,</
... . ■ religious, end ,Communism ;is .opposed ; th religion. Communism takes "away all • 

.’ individual freedom ;and ’BIBBS ’"prefers" t o .do ,his ■ "own thinking"; Had BIBBS 
de si red Communism he "would' have -stayed ’ with the Chinese". ' ° ./

■2-

.Sgcur&y- Information
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; . □eainty' woimanon.

' 9 November 1953-’ BIERS, wesley P. . 
Col., RA 13166063 •

. . Squad and.Pletocn'Leader.s'wer.e'.’selected by Chinese from ’.among.PsW, .'■ 
at a collecting,point approximately 10 miles-behind the MLR. In general . 
these PsW retained; th-air.positions--until August 1951, and. were selected 

■ ’'‘'without any apparent reason. In August 1951 "the leadership .personnel was' 
: shuffled about; and. those -who-had not-'proved.cooperative -were replaced, with 
those  'who had demonstrated, a. .-cooperative .attitude toward the, Chinese. , 

. Ps,W; leaders did. hot. "take'. rbllcair"-sbiit ’were- required to report absences of 
' ■■ PeW. '' ■ ' ■; '■ . f ■ '. ' ■ . 7 .

■ Indoctrination of.PsW began shortly-after capture.and was conducted
.- by previously captured PsW, identified as "Workers"(Yun ,.S6 Ten). PsW were, 

thereafter, continually'exposed to accusations against .the United. States
7 for causing the'Korean conflict and its capitalistic .policy. The theory and . 

J: . principles of•Communism were-presented to contrast, favorably with,the 
■ f. J .democratic way of-life.' ' " ; .

■ -Indoctrination was accomplished.through lectures, still and motion . 
pictures-, discussion and study,groups(volunteer and required), publications

. 5 .. and radio, broadcast s.. All indoctrination was directed by Chinese personnel’’ 
'. but presented by-both Chinese and PsW.

A - . ’I’ .. . - ■ ■. .. , J ■ ■•. ; ’ ■ ’ -' . - k;;;

Publications offered for study. included.: London and New-York-
. / - ."Daily-Worker" ;• "National Guardian".; -"'Shanghai News"; "China Daily News’ - 

Release"; "Peoples China"; "Peoples World.-". The works of Stalin,- and 
Marx-w.erp’also- utilized. A camp, wide, ’newspaper "For Truth and. Peace" 

’ and -company wall newspapers.which ware written, edited.and published .
by PsW-.were; also iELstrumojits .•*,'f-pi‘opagai^a‘and indnctriiir.ti?n, Th'e . .
"Da-ily.’w’arker",-. "National.’Guardian",■ ."Peoples World", and £he -"Peoples

■- China" often. carried photographs of-PsW’engaging in daily activities. 
These photographs were taken by-Chinese photographers,. SUBJECTS were 
always-taken-that Would reflect the greatest credit to the Chinese.-

’■ Certain PsW ^who ..evidenced'', sincere .acceptance qf . Communism, ■ or who ■ ..
■ 'were believed especially susceptible- ..to .indoctrination .were given .'special 

. training andindoctrihation and assigned to positions of, responsibility.
BlEclS. was such-^..person.. '

; । ; Each, parap hed, a Chinese': controlled’ organization known .as'the'
"Peace Committee% It was established in July 1951, disbanded temporarly 

, in March 1952 and reorganized with ’essentially the.same PsW leadership 
■ in July 1952'as the Camp Club. This was finally-disbanded in July.1953 

. ; It was under the direction of the Central Peace Committee located.^^ ' 
>.'■ Pyoktong, Korea. . . -. ;

: - •. . • - - - ■ •
. - ' • •- ' ’ ■ ■ V . . - " y

, : ' ■ The. function of- the. Peace Committee ’and/or Camp CommitteqtWSs/tQ;
-. . plan and. control, the activities of-the PsW through Company CI%W,-;aaid.

2M'

•»

-

3\ 330®
W:Security \ Momia&n ■C

«..
4.
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■■I- -

A.

Security Wormadoi?: •

BI3RS, -Wesley P. \ 
Cpl. RA- 13166063 ■ '.-

o •■

., 9 November 1953

.acccrding'' tn' -th? .desires ,6f \ ’ 1 Chinese. >-The PsW leaders were selected
1 -by the'Chinese and' through,rigged ..elections obtained office. The orghni-
■ ’’ za.ti.on.-also prepared and circulated the. /"Peace'Petitions" and. disseminated

other pro-communist" propaganda t'o" the PsW. '•

'■ • .'.Both ^Chinese and PsW .used the... term's "Progressive”.-and "Reactionary"
.' ?xtonsiy?ly,': though , at times, loosely. ^"Progressive" .meant one 'who by1

-.< attitude and/,or'actions .did,' or appeared- to, . cooperate' or collaborate
• h with th?■ Chinese.’A "Reactionary" was done who took th? . opposite..po'sif-ion. .

- There, were/varying- degrees of..progressiveness and-reactionaryism. .'
.. ■' .. ■; . f. ■ :-i .. . / . '■■ ■ ' ■ . b-. ■ ■ ■ . . . . '■ ? ' :

. ' .' • Leading-. "Progressives" received ’benefits' and, considerations from
■the Chinese not' extended to th?,other.PsW. These included! freedom of

.’ .moy emerit' about th ’a ce rap; better, raedical at teriti on; relief from- some
. « .work -detail's and physical training-; parties at .which intoxicants were

, ' -provided;, extra cigarotts. and ■cahd.y;perraittod'absence from rollcall;
' . >. no punishment for infractions of minor camp, rules, and- regulations. PsW

. .Thomas.iP'easner-and GreorgejDavidson were known to have, received monetary '
. rewards for making-wire r|cording-s'. k ' ' '

-■/ ” •. .v. o' . •-' h . ■. - - ., .

.-’ '■ All PsW .-were interrogated at. 'least once;by' 'CCF interrogators 'and ' 
were photographed. They were not fingerprinted. The interrogation was'

'J basic and was-.supplemented .,by Personal. History Statement.' prepared by .-.
. each-PsW. 'Certain,PsW ifrho w,ere?believed; ■ or known,- to have been connected 
'with intelligence'activities, personnel assignment,s, military -police .,

: : or amphibious unit's -were, given, additional inierrogationi ."Reactionaries", .
■ who were discovered .in, of planning, a*, .escape were • intensively

• -'.interrogated. .Other-. "Reactionaries-"/ who!, were suspected of subversive 
activity, or guilty of.such activity, were interrogated. Frequently -
'these.PsW vrere pirie'ed in solitary-' corifineraent., mistreated and threatned 

with nori-rep:-' triatiori; 'Confessions were usually obtained/and. read publics v 
to ?■ 33.embl.ed PsW. /' ■' -' •' '/ ■ .

Quito frequently/leading /'Progressives" ■would be absent from Camp, 
for periods offrom'one tn. fourteen days; These absences'■were generally 
for further iridoctrination. Occasionally the'Chinese would announce that 

. . such'a man'was..abserit 'because of need for medical attention.
:■ .; • ■. - ■ ' ■ /. ■ . ./ /-' /..' ■ / ... ;. . ' ' -■ . . .-'

Approximatelytwenty four.(24) ''Americans,.’ one(1), Turkish, and three 
hundred thirty six-(336) South Koreans'unrepatriat'ed PsW are tn receive 
training 'in' revaluhtionary.tactics' and- additional ।indoctrination in China, 
In 6 to .8’years the Am.eri can PsW--.are to covertly ent er, the Unit ad ..St at as’-' ' 
to become underground activists for the 'Communist Party; ., . , ' ...

4' .

'. Security " Information-
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Security' j *1 '

3I1RS, Wesley P.. 
’ Cpl. BA 13166063

9 HovemVer 1953

' Pfc. Hichard. D. .Drennan., BA 16343346 , 5th Army, states that BI3RS
'■ influenced PsW toward-'communism through talking "in favor' of it and had - 
said "it( communism) was a good thing to he a part of1'. He frequently 
had voluntary contact with camp officials. Ha'appeared to have leanings

■ toward -.communism or other foreign ideology and volunteered for non— 
repatriation. 1 , . x
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