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Pursuant to your request, there is attached hereto.a . -  Miss Rolnes
e memorandum gummarizing the pertinent information contained in the oo Miss oan .

- Bureau's files relative to the subject, a leading playwright in -
“‘Hollywood, California, and for the past seversl years the leader -
~.of.all activities of the Communists in the 1nte]lectu i and cultural fields

i :.;in the Hollywood area.
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II. EVIDENCE OF LAWSON'S COMMUNIST PARTY MIMBERSHIP fg} RV . : ~

.. ¥

s

A Difect v1dence of i embershlp

Testifying -before the Joint Fact-Finding Committee, California .
. Legislature, in the fall of 1944, Lawson, under oath, denied that he was S
a member of the Communist Party. However, a highly rellable and delicate .7
~ confidential source, whose reliability has been well established, but
whose- admissibility in Court may be somewhat doubtful, has deflnltely
identified Lawson as a member of the Communist Party for the last twelve
.years. According: to‘this source, Lawson was first a member of Branch X
of the North West Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party until
that branch was reorganized in June, 1943, at which time he was transferred .
to Branch: A-3 (writers' branch) of the North West Sectlon and held 1943
Communist Party Book #30198. - : : -

. This very rellable source also stated that Lawson enrolled in
the Communist Political Association and was assigned 1944 CPA- Card 41850,
and on Decémber 10, 1944, according to the source, was 'again registered
for the CPA and was issued 1945 CPA Card 47275. 1In the Communist Political
Association, Lawson reportedly was assigned to the special group which
»was also known as Group #9 and was a member of. the commission which was
' the governing body of. the Communist movement in the motion picture industry-
which replaced the North West Section's Executive Committee. TLawson,
according to the source, served on the éomm1551on for three years,

L - . J

s S}

It was further stated by this source that when the Pommunlst
Party, USA, was reorganized to replace the Communist Political ‘Association,,
Lawson was assigned to the Davis Club and was issued 1946 Communist Party
Book #35392. This source made available Lawson's 1946 registration card
which reflects that he was 50 years of age, a writer in the motion picture
_industry, of American-Jewish  descent, and that he had been in the Communist
Party for twelve years. This source has also identified Tawson's wife,
Sue lLawson, as a member of the -Communist Party and is in a poultlon to
document .the branches to which shé has belonged.
William Hynes (LA-3), a dlscontlnued paid confidential informant
of the Los Angeles 0ffice, has identified Lawson as a member of the Communist~
Party in 1941 and has stated that Lawson is-a "CP member, a playwright, and -
“the leader of the OP fraction among the artists of 2ll varieties in Holly- '
wood", o ' : :

: In a sworn statement which Rena Vale gave to the Joint Fact- :
Finding Committee, California Legislature, more commonly known as the. Tenney

o -
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Committee, she identified John Howard Lawson as’ a member of the Communist
‘Party. She stated that he was active in Communist circles in Hollywood . °
when she was in the Communist Party and that in Communist meetings, Lawson
had stated that Communist propaganda must be 1ntegrated into. all screen,
plays. , - ' . : . : 7

- On August 8, 1944, "m7ter Wanger, a Mov1e Droducer, stated that
he definitely knew‘that John Howard lLawson was a Communist. - This .source
stated that a few days before he had contacted Lawson to see if he wa
available to write a screen play to which Lawson replied he was h951ta
to work for Wanger for fear it mlght cast some reflectisn ‘on hlm. ThlS
source quoted Tawson as stating "I am a Communist!.

Joseph kathanlel Earl, Confidential Informant of the Loe Angeles
) ﬂfflce, advised that he talked to John Howard Lawscn on July 25, 1945, -at
which time Lawson stated that if he were called as a witness before the -
State -Un-fmerican Activities Committee, he believed he would admit to them
that he was a member of thé Communist Political Association, G}l o

_ On March 1, 1947, Ben Kadish, a confidential source of thé Los
-ingeles Office, and a former member of the Communist Party,-advised that
he recalled John Howard Lawson's attending Communist meetings. -This
source was in the Communist Party from September, 1943, through- December,
1945, and for a time was in Branch A-3, which was the -same branch to
'whlch Lawson belonged '

v
v

B. Attendance at Pommunlst Party Meetlngs ) o .

.

o - During the tlme that Lawson has been in Los Angel@ he has been .
1dentl*1ed as hav1ng attended numerous meetings at which all of those
identified as being present were known Communists, according to a highly
“reliable and:delicate confidential source. In those cases where the highly
reliable and delicate confldent*al source was not,in a position 'to iden- .
tify the particular person as a Commuhist, the source that can so 1dent1fy, T
the person is mentioned. There are set forth hereinafter several examples .
‘of this charaéter of meetings which Lawson attended,

B : _

o © On TPebrnary T 1043, Agents of the Bureau observed Alexander
Trachtenberg, head of Interna tional Publishers and a member of the Nat10na1
Committee, Communist Party, USA, met with John Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz |

dnd " Jane Wallace, Pducatlonal Director of the Los Angeles County Communist

" Party, at the Melody Lane Restaurant, Wilshire Boulevard and Detroit Avenue, ,
at 12:45 p,m. Trachtenberg is known to be a member of the Communist Party

,through official Duollcatlons of that orcanlzatnon.

-
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On April 12, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observed John Howard
Lawson; Philip M. Connelley, CI0 nfficial and Carl Winter, Chairman of
the Tos Angeles County Communist Party, enter the home of Max Silver,
organizational secretary of the Los Apgeles Gounty Communist Party, ‘
5138 Maplewood Avenue, Los Angeles. |Elsie Monjar, a member of the Com- G%J
munist Party and.a paid confidential informant of the Los Angeles Offlc{}}(}
has identified Connelley, -‘Winter and Silver as being members of the
Los Angeles County Communlst Party. :
. On Dctober 4, 1943, ope01a1 Agents of the Bureau observed Max

)wlver, Organizational Secretary of- the Tos Angeles County Communist Party,
pick up John Howard Lawson at Sunset and Cahuenga 'in Los Angeles, and
proceed to the home of David Grant, 827 East 21lst Street. ©Carl Winter,
head of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, was observed in attendance at
this meeting.__As indicated above, Silver and Winte ve been identified

as Pommunlsts[iy confidential informant £lsie Monjar avid Grant is a [:C&:]
known Communist, by virtue of information furnished by former confidential
paid informant A] Katz, a former member -0f “the Communist Party.

On March 14, 1944, Special Agents of the Bureau observed Lawson,
accompanled by Max Silver, then Administrative Secretary of the CP, enter
the home of David Grant, 827 Fast 21st Street, Los Angeles, California.
These Agents also noted that Carl 1 Winter, ercutlve Secretary of the Party.
Jane Vallace, County Educational Dlrector of ‘the Party; Pettis Perry, -
County Chairman and Helen Allison, County Membership Director of the Party,

~were also in attendance. Silver, Grant and Winter have previously
~ been identified as known Communists. Wallace; Perry and Allison have
"been identified as being members of the Communist Party by former
¢onfidential informant Al Katz, & former member of the Communist Par*y.

Special Agents of the Bureau on May 2; 1944, observed John
Howard Lawson, Elizabeth Leach and Marjorie Flske, Organizer and Executive
Secretary respectively, enter the home of Sam Moore, 314 South Murfield
Road, to attend a reception given for James Ford, Negro, of the National
,ommlttee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. Pettis Perry, Negro, Chairman of
the Los Angeles County Communist Party was also observed in attendance at
this reception. Leach, Fiske and Perry have been identified as being
functionaries of the Communist Party by former confidential informant Al -
Katz. Literature publicly disseminated by the Communist Party hds identified.
James Ford with that organization. ‘
4 On September 24, 1944, Agents of the Bureau observed Lawson
enter the home of Carl ¥1nter and also observed Elizabeth Leach and Jane
Wallace, hoth of whom are Communist functionaries, in attendance at this.
-surprise birthday party for Carl Winter. Testifying before the California
Un-American Activities Committee, Lawson admitted attending this affair
given in honor of fiarl Winter, who was then the head of the Los Angeles
"~ County Communist Party. "Winter, Leach and Wallace have prev1ously been
“identified as. iunctLonarles of the Communist Party. :

T2

-
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On January 8, 1945, a Special Agent of . the’ Bureau observed -
Elizabeth Eeach, Comﬂunlst functionary, accompanied by Carl Winter who
was then head: of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, enter a meeting at
the home of John Hovard Lawson, 4LRLS5 Coldwater Canyon, Eos Angeles.

' On April. 11, 1945, Special Agents of the Bureau observed Carl
Winter; William Schnelderman, California State Communist Political
Assoc1atlon President; John Howard Eawson; Mirian. 3rooks, Communist Party
functionary; Jane Wallace, Communist Party functionary; Pettis Perry,
Communist Party functionary; and Wyndham Mortimer in attendance at a

- County Board meéeting of the Communist Party which was held at the home
of County Labor Chairman, F. Kadish, 938 South Kingsley Drive, lLos Angeles.
Brooks, Mortimer arid Kadish have been identified as Communlst Party
functionaries by former confidential informant Al Katz. On May 30, 1945, - .

: . Special Agents of the Bureau conducted a surveillance at the home- of

: John Howard Lawson, 4245 Coldwater Canyon, and observed Elizabeth Leach,
Communist Party functionary, Ned Sparks, head of the Cormunist Party in
Tos Angeles and Max Silver, formerly the Administrative Secretary of the
Party in Los Angeles, enter Lawson's home. Tgﬁsie Monjar, a confidential. - .
informant of the Los Angeles Office), has identified Ned Sparks as a Com=
munist functlonary. ﬁA : ' o :

 On March 30 1946, Samuel Davenoort Russell, an active paid
confidential informant of' the Los ﬂngeles Office, advised that a meeting
"of the financial directors of the various clubs in the Hollywood Section’
of the Los Angeles County Communi st Party was to be held at the home of
Hannah. Schwartz, 2076 Psramount Avenue in Los 4ngeles on the evening of -
. the same date. Special Agents of the Burean conducted a surveillance at
this address and observed Tohn Howard Lawson ,in attenoanre at thlq meeting.

© On September 9, 1946 Spe01a1 Ageﬁts of ,the Bureau identified
John Howard TLawson, Max ? ’elss, National Educgational Director of the Communist
Party, Frank Carlson, State Educational Director of the Communist Party, -
John Stapp, Communist Party functlnnary and Charles Glemn, Communist Party
. functionary as having entered the home of Abe Polonsky at 8071 Selma, !
' Los Angeles, on this date. : :
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OTHER: EVIDENCE OF LAWSON'S COMMUNiST AFFILTATION

“In July, 1941, a menoraqdum was furnished to the ‘hlbago Field"’
0ffice by Colonel Walter L. Furbershaw, a representative of the Carnegie

" Illinois Steel Combany, whlch cited meetings of the National Committee

Plenary Sessions #f the Communist Party on June 28 and 29, 1941, in New
York City. . It was stated in the memorandum that those deflnltely known "to
have been present were William Z. Foster; James W. Ford; Alexander Bittel-

"man and numerous other high ranking Communist leaders. The memo further

related that John Howard Lawson‘attended these national meetings as a dele-
gate from California and there is a notation to the effect that Lawson had

been in New*York for the previous few months in connection with theater work. >

.

. .. -In October, 1941, Howard Bmmett Rogers, c¢/o Wetro Goldwyn Mayer .
Studios, Culver City, Callfornla, a temporary confidential national defense
informant of the Los Angeles Office, advised that John Howard Lawson ‘was one
of the leading Communists in the United States. He stated that on an occasion.
approximately four years previous, when he was at the Flover Club in Holly-

-wood, he met Dawson and drank with him during the evenlng He said on this

occasion Lawson talked of the purge that took place in Russia and the mass

‘slaughter of the Kulacks. The source acdvised that Lawson stated to .him that
‘heAhoned the revolution would come here without bloodshed, btut that it would

come "even with bloodshed if necessary". The same source stated that two
years following this_ incident, he attended a debate at the Roosevelt Hotel
in Hollywood where ‘Lawson stated publlcly that everything should be done to
avoid bloodshed and that under no circumstances should this country get into
war. Rogers related that he got on his feet at this meeting and recalled )

- to Lawson his conversation concerning the, revolution referred to heretofor

and asked Lawson how he could justify such an inconsistercy. ILawson, accord-
ing to the informant, turned to the audience and stated that this .was a ’
typlical example of Hollywood red- oaltlng and refused to answer the questlon

) put to him,

L NW 64578 Docld:32338872 Page 7

: On November 15, 1941, former confidential informant Harry J.
Pfalugraif of the Chicago Office, advised the Communist Party was in the
process of realigning its Districts throughout the country as well as
reorganizing its structiral set—up. He said that District #13 was to
include all of the States of California and of Nevada. According to the

. source it was to have centralized offices at 121 Haight Street, San Francisco,

and another at Los Angeles. The San Francisco 0ffice was to be headed by
Steve Nelson. Further, Betty Gannett is the Organizational Secretary of
District #13 and John Howard TLawson and Herbert Biberman will control the . -
organizational work in the Hollywood Area according to the 1nformant

. In December, 1941 Hr. Verne Tomnklns, 71 Eggert Avenue, Metuchen,
New Jersey, publisher of the Daily Farmers' Digest, stated that’ Kathryn Burke,
Chief Director of Courier operations, was the contact for the Communist
Party in Mexico City and that she reported directly to Gale Sondergaard,




"july 22, 1943

| "Northwest Section " A : , - ,l R . |
Communist Party , oo : - . '
Los Angeles, California : - s

Atte “Jack (John Howard ILawson)

. . - '"Dear Comrade: -

. "On behalf of our County Committee, and am sure of our whole
memoershlp, I wish -to express énthusiastic appreciation of the " .
‘contribution to the success of the July 18th Foster meeting by .
the cultural workers who made DOSSlble the dramatic presentatlon o
~that evening. o, ) : ’

e w1sh throuﬂh the Section Commlttee, to-convey these senti-
- ments to all who participated, expecially to the authors. Com-
‘. rades Maurice (Clark) and Adrian (Scott), and to Comrades Herbert
© " (Biberman) and.Elliot (Sullivan, also known as Eli Solomon)
whose creative effort and tireless work helped so much to put

‘across thie message of the entire rally - to hold the home front

and strengthen mational unlty for v1ctory

‘"GomradeJ y yours,
~‘Carl Winter, Secretary

Los Angeles County'cdmmiptee ,
~ Communist Party"™

=1

.. In a report of ‘the Mllltary'Intelllgence Division dated February 24,
1944, a list of delegated to the enlarged National Committee sessions of the
Pommunlst Party held at the Stuyvesant Casino, 9th Street and 2nd Avenue,

New- York City, appeared, as shown in the offlclal minutes, the name of John
qoward Lavison, playwright. appeared in this 1list.

. In 1944, a hlghly confldentlal sources advised uhat Lawson con-

tinued to pay the salary of Marjorie J. Potts, a full-time paid functionary
. of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, being
o Organlzatlonal Secretary and Membership Director thereof. Lawson paid her,

according to the source, $32.50 'per week. It is noted that Marjorie Potts

‘admitted to Al Katz, a former confidential 1nformant of.the Los Angeles

Office, that Lawson paid ‘her salary as if she were his secretary a]though
she dia nothing but Comrmnlst Party work. @X\L\

A

- - 0n July 25, 1945, Joseph Wathaniel Earl, former confldentlal in- .
formant of the Los Angeles Office, advised. that John ‘Howard Eawson -told h1m<2271;-

E—Technical Surveillahce on.the residence of John .Howard‘Laws‘on%m
: o ' ' T _ _ 9\_ N o . .
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~ On Narch 26 1946 Uarvev Gllbert Wblf a confidential- 1npormant
. of the Los Angeles Offlce p01nt°a out that the Ranxln Commlttee had announced
it would discontinue its investigation of Communism in the motion picture

':_1ndustrf and that he had learned that as.a result of this, Lawson was again-

planning to assume active leadership 'of the Communlst movement in the motion
picture industry. This informant stated that he felt Lawson had been‘"laylng
low" during the time Rankin's ‘investigators had been in Hollywood, but that: -
" in discussing Lawson with members of the Communist Party, he had ascertalned
.that Lawson was scheduled to reapoear as 1eader of the Communlut movement in

i_ the industry. o 4 - _ . .

On July 24 1946 . R, Vhlkerson, Editor of the Hollyvood Reporter,
bltterly criticized Lawson as a' member of the Communist Party and stated that
John Leech; former Secretary of the Communist Party for Los Angeles County,
testlfled‘before the Los #4ngeles County Grand Jury that Lawson was sent to
Hollywood to organize and lead theé Communist movement in the motion picture
industry by the Central Committee :of the Communist Party of’ New York.

* NW 64578 Docld:32338872 Page 9 e
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GFN ERAL COMMUNTST ACTIVITIES - S .

1 . ‘ \ N

Hugo Speler, a eonfwdentlal informant of the Denver Field'affice;
advised that John Howard Lawson in 1941 was appointed co-leader with Herbert’-
Biberman of the' Pommunlsts in the 1ntellectua] and motlon picture 1ndustry '

~in uhe Hollywood area. - L B e S s

' - -

"’ The November 9 1943, issue of "New hausec" contained a full page

’

'artlele announcing that John Howard Lawson had been made a member, of the‘

Roard of Contributing Editors of New Masses. This article quotes lawson

' _as saying the foll owing with- re"ard to this Dubjlnatlon-

A

»

"I, read Hew Masses for two reasons: L first, because it is a © )
valuable source of informationy senoad because it is egually T
valuable for its editorial comment and analysis. Almost every ,
issue offers vital factual material which cannot be found, else- .
where., Today, as never before, the American people want facts-- = |
‘because they realize that the knowledge of facts-is indispens-, = .
‘able for winning the war. -They are heartily sick of the corrup— ,
tion and distortion in ‘much of the commercial press. , New Masses L
gives us. facts, and it interprets facts in terms of a consisteéent - P
philosophy of democratic action and purpose. I hope the magazine - .
_can reach a much Wider circle of readers because I am: r‘onv1nced ' )
“that a bigger circulation for thls Derlodlcal will help us win - s
the war.! ' ) - o ;

on January 13, 1944 an artlcle appeared in- tbe "Dally 7orxer beneath
the photOﬂraoh of John qoward Lawson in vhlch he is quoted as stablng:

"Greetings to the.Daily Wbrker on‘your EOth Anniversary; As
I look back over the years, it seems to me that.the Daily - - .
Torker has been consistently invaluable as a source of accurate ~. .
" news and a journal of progressive informed opinion. There is
ro other American newspaper which has done such a fine job\in
effective news coverage and editorial service to the American
- people and the American nation.

T hope the Daily Worker's circulation and influence will in- . L
 crease tremendously.. If it increases in proportion to its merlt
it 111 reach millions of .peonle% . . .,
; , . )
. ‘ . .

A highly confidentiel source (technical surveillance on Carl - -~ ..,

v ’

*inter, Executive Secretary of thé Communist Political Association, Tos

Anseles County) .advised that on'July 22, 1944, Robert W. Kenny,. former
'uttorney General. of the State of California and then Chairman of the Gal-:
ifornia delebatlon to the Natlonal Democratic Conventidon in Chicago,-com-
municated with Ellenore Abowitz, Assistant State €0 Legislative. Tlrector

‘and a’ known uommunlst Party menber in the I6s Angeles area. (enny, who(E;; (;l




was in Chicago at this time, advised Abowitz that he would arrive in
_Los Angeles by plane the following day and requested that she arrange
a conference for him with about five of the "right peoplet. Abowitz,"
according to the source, immediately conferred with Carl Winter,
Executive Secretary of the Communist Political Association of Los Angeles
County, concerning this matter. Subsequently a surveillance by Agents
of the Los Angeles Office reflected that this meeting was actually held
on Sundsy, July 23, 1944, at the home of Ellenore Abowitz with six -
people in attendance. These persons included, in addition to. R. W. Kenny,
Carl Winter, previously identified; Paul Cline, ex-Secretary of the
Communist Party in Los Angeles County; Joseph Aidlin, member of the .

A State Central Committee of the Democratic Party in Los Angeles, and

/. John Howard Lawson./) &\M o : v .

_ It was also _reported»by this highly reliable source# that in

June, 1945, Doretta Tarmon, field representative of the New Masses, known

Communist publication, and Joe Foster, film critic for the New Masses, came

to Los Angeles from New York City to organize New Masses Benefit Rallies.

It was stated that both of these individuals held conferences with John

Howard Lawson. According to ‘the. source, an invitational benefit for the

.New Masses was held at the home of Frank Tuttle, Movie Director, 6217

Rock Cliff Drive, Hollywood, on June 9, 1945, it being pointed out by

Manuel Seff, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, that the
- meeting was by invitation only; that over $3,000 was raised at the meeting -
-'and that John Howard Lawson was one of those ke recognized in attendance. @q

In August, 1945, a highly. reliable confidential source# reported
that Lawson has been working on a book of American history for the past
couple of years. The source stated that the book was in its final stages
and had been typed. into script and had been criticized by various people
including leaders of the Communist Folitical Association in Los Angeles,

- among them, Carl Winter, head of the Los Angeles CP4., The source also
sald that inquiries concerning it had also been made by Alex Trachtenberg,
former National Educational Director of the Communist Party, and currently
a member of the National Committee of the Commuinist Party. The source in- .
dicated that since the change in the CP Line as a result of the Duclos
article, Lawson has indicated that he was going to take six months of £
from his studio to revise the book., He also told the informant that the
change in the Communist Party Line necessitated practically a complete
revision of the book's vewpoint .@) \u :

E*Technical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawson:j@(:u)\ ‘

‘

=13 -
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future expulsion at this time on controversial issues; this is

factional, rather than my response to pub;l.ished and broadcast A
' material. However I am also convinced that this was merely a  °

Toose way of talking to impress .me with your seriousness,of

which I was already impressed. - : :

. npdding my personal regards, and the hope that not long from N _ :
now we shall all be members of a functioning, militant, Marxist- =~~~ f
Leninist vanguard party devoted to the interests of our nation, ' :

" the peace of the world, and the liberation of mankind. :

"Yours sincerely."

- o : Subsequently, a highly confidential source (technical surveillance. = :
' on residence of Bruce Minton) advised that Minton was very. bitter against

Lawson and had made it known that he was "out -to get Lawson". This source
indicated that Minton was of the opinion’ that the CPA in Hollywood was a
closed corporation and that he had referred to Lawson as the ‘rabbi! of :

this group who ran it as a ™in god and in a dictatorial fashion". Similar.
repercussions regarding Lawson were reported by Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a '
confidential informant of the Los &ngeles Office. Wolf advised that on

“August 1, 1945, he had occasion to talk with a friend who was a member of
one of the cultural groups over which Lawson presided. He said.that this -
person stated that the rank and file of the cultural groups were not
satisfied with the revisionistic policies which Lawson and Elizabeth Glenn

- had followed during the previous year under the CPA set-up, and were ‘
desirous of gebtting rid of Lawson and Glenn as leaders.. Wolf further
revéaled that his informant definitely stated that Lawson was the leader SR
of the Communists in the cultural field and that he obtained the impression -~ -
that Elizabeth Glenn was Lawson's underling in an organizational capacity. ’
Wolf , a former member of the CPA, stated his informant was very bitter

-against Lawson and Glenn, not from a personal standpoint but from. a Marxist

- standpoint inasmuch as Wolft's informant thought that Lawson and Glenn had

misled the rank and file CPA members by their leadership and adherence to

the theory of -revisionism. | A practical example of what might have indicated
a tendercy toward change of Communist leadership in the motion picture industry
was reported by a highly confidential sources# who reported on July 19, 1945,

that Lawson had just retwrned from San Francisco and admittedly had not been
included in awy inter-Party- discussions of the motion picture strike, it

being noted that the Communists, prior to the strike, had adhered to a

position of not aiding the strike and had urged its workers to keep the no-

strike policy of their unions. ‘It is to be observed that in 1946 Richard . ! rﬂh) ‘

, Bragsten and msmfe » Ruth licKenny, were expelled from the Communist Party.

E’:‘I‘echnical‘ Surve'illance on the residence of John Howard lawsor]@@k\ ,
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VIII. ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES

A. HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, later known as the HOLIYWOOD
" - INDEPENDENT CITTZENS COMMITTEE OF THE ARTS, SCIENCES AND
' PROFESSTONS (HICGASP); succéeded by the PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS.
OF AMBRICA : o A :

' Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a confidential informant of the los Angeles
Office, advised that the Hollywood Democratic Committee was launched-in
January, 1943, by persons engaged in the motion picture industry, t9 obtain
national, state and local legislation essential to victory; to clarl?y s
political .issues and support candidates best fitted to serve the nation in
wartime and to cooperate with other organizations "whose aims are similar

~ to our own"; housing for defense workers, protection of labor's rights, -
child care, humane treatment of juvenile delinquents and the end of negro
discrimination. The same source stated on February 15, 1944, that the aims
and purposes and program of the Hollywood Democratic. Committee had changed |
very materially. He indicated that its purposes had formerly been exclusively
political, tut that now through speeches, public advertisements and sham

- Americanism, it was attempting to enlist the support of non-suspecting

. citizens, under the gaidance of the Committee, to exploit names of important
individuals in the furtherance of the Communist Party line. 7This informant -
further stated that the program of the Hollywood Democratic Committee was -
not only parallel with that of the Communist Party Line but that the organ-
ization was dominated and inspired by persons of a Commnist character.

: It is observed that in June, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic
Committee became a section of the Independent Citizens Committee of the
Arts, Sciences and Professions and that in 1946, it became known as the
Progressive Citizens of America. It should also be noted that this organ-
ization was not connected with the Democratic Party. :

The following information with respect to the activities of .
John Howard Lawson relative to the Hollywood Democratic Committee is set
forth to illustrate the direction and control exerted over this organiza-
tion by Lawson. The most pertinent information in this regard was re-~ _
ported to the Bureau by a highly confidentiil and reliable sources. ' u\ "

 On March 4, 1943, it was ascertained by a confidential informant
of the Los Angeles Office, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, that the Hollywood Democratic '

Committee was in its formative stages and a meeting of the group was scheduled
‘at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel for that evening. This informant attended W
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the meeting and a written report stated "before the meeting began; the !
_ following known Communists circulated among those present. They were ‘
‘acknowledged by the audience generally which for the most part, gathered
around them, chatted and passed remarks which would indicate that they
- were well-known and in a sense looked up to."- Among those named by the
informant as being in this category were: John Howard Lawson and Herbert
Biberman, .together with other Hollywood Communists. The purpose of the - = -
meeting reportedly was to elect officers for the ensuing year and to adopt
-a constitution. According to the source, the Hollywood Democratic Com-
mittee "will undoubtedly develop into a powerful Communist Party pressure
group in the near future. Using the war effort and the influence of power-
ful figures in the motion picture industry, this organization will have a,
. tremendous ‘influence in putting over the Communi st Party Line in California."
" Further, the. source continued, the Hollywood Democratic.Committee is definitely
. a Communist "front" organlzatlon, and he asserted that John Howard Lawson
was among those proposed at this meeting to be considered for the Executive-
. Board. Lawson, according to the: source, also was one of the eight persons
who dondted qp25 at tne collectlon dumng the evenlng.@? U)

: - .. 0On Ebbruary lO 1944, the 'same sourcé was present at a conference .
between John Howard’ Lawson and Revels Cayton, Negro Vice President of the
California State CIO. Accordlng to the source, Cayton wanted Lawson to

 get Walter Wanger, Motion Picture Producer, .to approach Helen Gahagan, wife
of Melvyn Douglas, screen actor, to run for Congress in the 15th C. D.
‘ ' ' Lawson said he could not approach Wanger on it but that. George Pepper,

through the Hollywood Democratic Committee, could make the contact. This

was only one of many conferences held concerning possible Congressional and -
State Legislature candidates, and on numerous: occasions Lawson's direction

and advice was sought by Hollywood Communlsts relatlve to p0581ble candidates.

. ~In 1944, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a conildentlal 1nformant of the
Los Angeles 0Office, advised_ that the entlre organizational strength of the
Communist Party was being thrown into the local and national election cam~
paigns and that the Hollywood Communists, Party line followers and sympathizers
were engaged in this type of activity.- He submitted the following report
with respect to the Hollywood Lemocratlc Committees

"The Hollywood Democratlc Committee, whlch has no official con-
nection with the Democratic Party, but is the Communist front -

A organization which attempts to speak for the industry politically
I - . and also for the Hollywood section generally, is raising the sum

l., ) -- - s : - - 30 =
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" Hollywood Reporter for June 11, 1945, contained a full page advertise-
ment listing the Executive Coun011 of this new Committee, it being noted
that John Howard Lawson was named as a member of the Councila@@

In August, 1945, a hlghlj rellable informantst advised that
' Lawson was.continuing his leadership in the Hollywood Independent Citizens
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. It was stated that
George Pepper, Executive Secretary-of the organization, continually obtained
direction and counséel from Lawson concerning the strategy and policy of the o
group. . The source further remarked that Lawson had been very active at this
time in building up the late General Evans F. Carlson, USMC, as a possible
candidate for U.S. Senator on the Democratic T:Lcket to fill the seat vaca’oed
by the late Senator leam Johnson. TS

On Augu3u 11, 1945, the same reliable source advised that there
was some interest in- having a State-wide meeting to amnounce Carlson's
- candidacy or at least to discuss it with the Democratic politicians from
all over California. However, Lawson, according to the source, said that
Philip Yonnelly, former President of_the California ‘State Industrial Union -
Council, CIO, and a known Communistjaccording to Elsie Monjar, a confidential
mformant of the Los Angeles Of fic®;| was of the opinion that it was not time
yebt as Ed Pauley, National Treasur®r of the Democratic Party and other
. forces would try to maneuver to get control of this meeting. On August 11,
"~ 1945, the same highly reliable source advised that Lawson was to handle a
reception for Carlson to be given by Edward G. Robinson. It was-indicated
~ that the Warner Brothers, Motion Picture magnets and other "big wigs" were
to be in attendance at this receptlon. It was also indicated by this source -
at the time that Orson Welles discussed with Lawson the chances of Carlson's
winning the election. It was sid that Welles promised Lawson all he could . -
to assist Carlson's candidacy , although of the personal opinion that Carlson
would be defeated.

o On August 8, 1945, the highly reliable source* reported that the
- New York City orgam.zation of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, .

Sciences and Professions had continually sought a closer knit organization

- throughout the United States with a constitution s by-laws, in addition to -

.~ representatives from various cities where branches were located. Lawson, -~
‘according to the source, subtly fought a close knit organization and desired T
instead only the use of the Independent Citizens Committee's name, being
of the opinion that the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee should
otherwise remain autonomous. In a conference with Pete Iyons, an. employee :
of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, .Sciences and Professions :
of New York City, according to the source, Lawson stated that a close knit )@
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organlzatlon was premature and could not be done without discussion which
discussion should be held at some time after the war. Lyon said the New
York Office needed more money and Lawson reiterated the Hollywood Committeeé
was very poor and did not desire to make any further commitiments at the
time. - Lyon was anxious that the HICCASP send someone to Washington or New
York to give CongreSSJ.onal leaders some tangible evidence of union between
the National organization and the Hollywood Committee, The source indicated
that Law_son agreed that this might be a good thing. v)(

s

, On December 4, 1945, according to a highly reliable source*
the HICCASP held a rally, the theme of which was "Atomic Power and Foreign.
Pollcy" The official announcements described this affair as an attempt to -~
make a realistic approach to the tremendous potentialities of atomic weapons
and atomic energy., This rally called for international use and inter-
nat:.onal control of atomic energy, and in this connection, the reliable
informant pointed out that Lawson, through George Pepper, Executive Secretary -
of the HICCASP, carefully guided the program. It is interesting to doserve
that Ned Sparks, President of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, accord-

" ing to the informant, contacted Lawson regarding this program and stated

that he fell more emphasis should be put upon American intervention in Chins
inasmch gs that was thé main part of the Communist line. . Lawson repor'bedly

agreed to this and stated that he would contact George Pepper to see that .
American intervention in Ch:Lna was given approprlate attentlon at.this rally.

A highly confidential sources reported in September, 1946, that Lawson
continued to be active in the affairs of the HICCASP and according to this
source, ‘he frequently conferred with its Executive Secretary, Alice Hunter;
in fact, this source stated that on July 31, 1946, Hunter contacted Lawson
and asked him if it was all right if the HICCASP :Lssued a statement that they
were not under the influence of the Commnist Party. According to the
informant, Lawson stated it would be all right if it were done " careful ly
and oorrectly" This informant further indicated Lawson attends most of -
the meetings of the Brxecutive Council of the HICCASP and through close
liaison with Hunter, contimied to exert an influential rule in the policy
of this orgam.zatlon. It is noted that shortly thereafter the HICCASP merged

group by Harvey G. Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los &ngeles Office.

* with the Progressive Citizens of America, described as a Cozummn.st-domjnated@lw

“According to arblcles gpearing in Los Angeles newspapers the Holly-
WOOd Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the Progressive Citizens of
America held a five-day conference at the Beverley Hills Hotel, commencing
Wednesday evenlng, July 9, IL947° They announced the purpose of the conference

_&echnlcal Survelllance ‘on the residence of John Howard Lawson. }@Xy‘)
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- B,  HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION

!

The Hollywood Writers MoblliZatlon, accordlng to Harvey Gilbert

Nolf a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Of fice, was formed very:
soon after the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, and was established
by persons who were most active in the League of American Writers. Accord-

_ing. to information contained in reports of the Joint Fact-Finding Committee,
California Legislature, based on information developed in connection with
interviews conducted of Hollywood writers in October, 1944, the Hollywood
Writers Mobilization was under the control of the Commnists and had numerous
" contacts to supply the plctures which are belng released 1n the liberated
countries.

Confidential Informant Wolf advised that there-was a close connec—
tion existing between the League of American Wnters and the Hollywood
Writers Mobilization.

The following data with respect to Lawson's connections with the
Hollywood Writers Mobilization is set forth to illystrate the direction- and
control exerted over this organization by Lawson. [ Most pertinent informa-

tion developed relative to Lawson's cont, f this group was obta:med by a:
hlghly rellable and confidential source*® @

I.n ¥arch, 1945, a highly confldentlal source’ -advised:that there
recently had been a strong difference of opinion  between Robert Riskin,
head of the Overseas Film Bureau; Office of War Information, New York, and
Philip Uunne, head of the los Angeles OWI Film Bureau, and this d::.fference
of opinion was concerned with scrlpts which had been submitted by the
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. This source indicated that Sidney Buchman,
Chairman of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization Editorial Board, discussed
this matter with John Howard Lawson. Buchman advised that he had conferred ,
with Riskin who informed him that Philip Dunne had gone overboard on the so-~ -
called "contrived" films (films based on fiction or so~called dramatic in-
c1dents) Dunre had apparently instructed the Hollywood Writers Mobilization
group that this was the type of film OWI desired to produce. Following
Dunne's instructions, according to the source, the Hollywood Writers Mobiliza- .*°
.tion had gone ahead and done scripts of this type and as a result many of the
scr:.pts had been under fire by the New York Office of the OWI, where Riskin
was in charge. Tt was further pointed out that Riskin was strong for
documentary films since he felt a responsibility to the State Department ,
and further that misrepresentations were bound to arise out of dramatic
-incidents in the "contrived" films thus making them more "wulnerable". The
source stated that both Lawson and Buchman agreed that this controversy -
between Dunne and Riskin would effect the Hollywood Writers Mobilization,
which they control, since most of the scripts already completed would have

~to be redone. (U\ -

e
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C. LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS ‘ SL&HL g
The league of American erters, accordlng to Hawey Gilbert Wolf,

-a confidential informant of the lLos Angeles Office, was originated in
Kharkov, Russia, in November, 1930, and in the United States in 1935.
This informant indicated that the Hollywood Chapter of the League of ‘
American Writers was formed in the fall of 1935, the purpose being to . -
bring the writers employed in the motion picture industry under the in-
fluence of the league of American Writers and the Communist Party, USA,

it being po:.nted out that this League was the foremost front organization
operatlng in the so-called cultural and 1n‘ce11ectual fields.

. The source stated that the Congress of American Revolutlonary

Writers formed the League of American Writers, it being pointed out that
"~ the latter organization was. declared subver31ve by the Attorney General
_on May 5, 1942. : L

Additional information relative to the Communlst daracter of .
the League of American Writers was set forth: heretofore in connection
with the Section entitled "Joint Facft-Fmdlnrr Committee, Cal]_i‘ornla
Leglsla’cure" .

as well as data demonstrating the conbrol and direction which he exerted
over this organization. The most pertinent information in t is regard was
obtained from a h:.ghl,,r confldentlal and rel:\.able source-" m

On March 25, 1939, an artlcle appeared in the People’s World
- entitled "Hollywood Writers ask Entry for German Exile". ‘The article
stated that the recently organized Hollywood Branch of the League of
American Writers was taking the lead in demanding that the State Depart-
ment permit the entry of Frederich Wolff, famous exiled German dramatist
and film script writer. The wire sent to the State Department was
signed by John Howard Lawson, among others.

In June, 1941, an article appeared in the Daily Worker entitled.
"Writers Open Congress with Peace Rally". It was stated that some of
- -America's best known novelists, poets, artists and literary critics raised .
their voice against war and colonial oppression at the rally of the Fourth
American Writers! Congress. John Howard Lawson was listed as being one of
the speakers. ) . )

On -December 28, 1941 Walter Teter, 4524 Cold Water ‘Canyon Avenue
North - Hollywood, Callfornla, a confdential informant of the Los Angeles

» ) El‘ echnical Surveillance on the residence of Jolm Howard Lawson. k@@q
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D. Connections with Other Organigzations

The Jamuary, 1937, issue of the "Labor Defendert publlshed monthly
by the International Labor Defense, 80 East 1lth Street, New York City, with
William L. Patterson and Sasha Small as editors, listed John Howard Lawson
as being on the Editorial Board. A highly confidential and delicate source
in 1945 identified Sasha Small as a member of the then Communi st Political
Associgtion. .

In February, 1937, the formation of the American Society for
Technical Aid to Spanish Democracy with temporary quarters at 31 East 27th
Street, New York City, office of the New Masses, was announced by Waldo Frank,
novellst and lecturer. The officers were listed as John Howard Lawson,
Secretary, and William Browder, Treasurer.
T In a letter dated December 3, 1938 issued by the National Com-
"'mittee -for People's Rights, formerly the Natlonal Committee for the Defense -
of Political Prisoners, 216 Clark Building, Birmingham, Al abama, John
waard Lawson was llsted as treasurer of the organization.

, Confidential- Infbrmant W. H. Leathers, formerly an informant of

' the Atlanta Field Division, informed in July, 1941, that the National

- Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners and the International Labor
' Defense are both Commnist front organizations and are closely associated
and were created by the Party to handle and protect comrades who became
involved with the law and also to seize upon those cases where the Party
can secure publicity. According to the lnfbrmant, the Interngtional Labor
Defense has close contact with the workers and is usually operated by the
. mldale class of people.

On the back of a pamphlet published in 1940 by the Jew1sh People s
Committee, 100 Fifth Averue, New York City, entitled "For United Action in
the Struggle Against anti-Semitism and Fascism!, appears a list of the sponsors
of this organization. The nams of John Howard Lawson is included. Monroe
Steinberg, a confidential source of the New York Office has stated that the
Jewish People!s Committes is a Communist—lnsplred group.

In the Peoples Daily ﬁorld for June 17, 1941, an article appears
attacking the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the form of statements of
various members of the Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges released by the
Committee headquarters at 12065 Broadway, New -York City. Included among
_ individuals commenting on the conduct of the Bridges hearing and the act1v1t1es

of the FBI was John Howard Lawson, "playwright and screen writert.

-




A confidentlal source (trash coverage on offlce of Labor Research

Association, 80 East 11lth Street, New York City) advised that John Howard
_ Lawson was a sponsor of the Schappes Defense Committee which was founded
' in New York City in July, 1941, to raise funds for and help prosecute the
defense of Morris U. Schappes former City College instructor who was _ -
sentenced to a prison term in the State Penitentiary for perjury arising out + .
_of a 1941 1nqu1ry into Communism in educational institutions. The express
purpose of the Committee as set forth in one of its pamphlets was "to help -
prosecute the legal defense, to acqualnt the labor movement, the educational
world and the general public with the issues involved in this case, to raise
funds for the defense and to help Schappes support those dependent upon-him,"-

On Decerber 19, 1941, according to a highly confldentlal source“

. an unknown, person contacted Lawson's wife to tell her of a very “pathetic _
" telegram" received from Edward Barsky, head of the Joint Anti-Fascist

Refugee Committee, it being noted that Barsky was recently given a jail -

sentence for refusing to produce the records of the JAFRC for the House

Un-American Activities Committee. Accordlng to the 1nformant thls tele--
gram read as follows-

- - WTRYING TOC GFT FIFTY ANTI—FASCIST PEOPLE oN THL LAST BOAT OUT
. OF LISBON,  SEND MONEY AT GREATEST POSSIBLE SACRIFICE.? -

On January 16 1943, a highly confldentlal source (technlcal .
surveillance on res1dence of Herbert Biberman) reported that Biberman was’
consulted concerning-a letter issued by Mr. Kemitz, National Secretary,
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, advising-that this Committee
was starting a campaign.against the Dies Committee and wanted the Hollywood
people to do something about it. Although the informant was unable to -
‘ascertain the name of the man with whom Biberman’ consulted on this date,
it was determined by another highly confidential source* on January 18, 19h3,

-that -John Howard Lawson had directed Elizabeth Leach to pick up this letter
- from Biberman. It is noted that Elizabeth Leach was the Organizer of the
. Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Communi st - Party at the time. It should
be noted that the National Federation for Constitutional Iiberties was .
declared subversive by the Attorney General on July 31, 19h1 in’ that it came:
w1th1n the purv1ew of the Hatch Act. éd\

' On March 12, 1943, it was reported by. Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a
confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, that Herbert Biberman, - ..
, -Gale Sondergaard, Edward Biberman and his wife Sonja Dahl, Mrs. Eva
| Biberman, Anthony Ellis and Hellen Ellis, his wife, would all attend the
i Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee rally held at the Philharmonic Auditorium.
o It was pointed cut that SonJa Blberman'was the former Hollywood Chairman.
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to bear in this regard. During the conversatlon, accorfi:mg
informant, it was pointed out that the Los Angeles Section of the Free

poses. u\

The name of John Howérd lawson appeared as a sponsor on a :
circular distributed by the Americanm Youth for Democracy, 1567 Broadway,
Detroit, Michigan,. dabed December 20, 1945. ~ :

World ASSOCE ation had not as yet revoked Point #A of its Aims and Pur-

In November, 1945, according to a highly confidential source¥,
Lawson conferred several times with Mildred Raskin, BExecutive Secretary
of the People's Educational Center, described as the organization created
and dominabed by the Communists to spread Communist philosophy, and these
conversationsmde it clear that Lawson was becoming concerned over the _
$3,000 or $4,000 which he personally had guaranteed for this orgenization
in the way of printing bills and .incidental expenses. The same source,/ -
indicated that Lawson felt that the organization was not going to be_dble
to repay this money to him. During the same period, the same source was

.. present when Lawson conferred with Waldo Salt, Communist screen writer, -
" regarding ways and means of raising $5,000 for the benefit of the People's

Educational Center, Lawson also advised this informant that he was planning
to take a hand in the reorgamization of the staff of the People!s Educa~

* tional Center, commenting that he_di@st think that the personnel was

organized in the most 'ei_‘fective way.

According td\a_.pamphlet iissued by the Los Angeiés Workers School,

John Howard Lawson , together with Albert Maltz and other invited lecturers,

were to be the instructors at the course entitled "The American Democratic

-~ Tradition", an eifght-week course, tuition $3. The course was to be given

at the Unitarian Church, 2936 West 8th-Street, Los Angeles. Of all the
courses. baught at the Workers School, according to this pamphlet, this was
the only one not being taught at the Workers School proper located at 212
West 3rd Street, Los Angeles. This course, according to the booklet, "will
be a lecture course dealing with decisive periods in the history of our
nation; the democratic conditions throughout the development of our people.

“Beginning with the colonial period, the course will trace the groxwrth, problems

and developments of the American tradition during the period of the Civil War
and reconstruction; it will deal also with the agrarian populist movement,

the First World War and the present war for national survival". It is to be
noted thal this is not the same course that was given by Lawson at the school
for the League of American Writers entitled "Our Democratic Heritage". The los
Angeles Workers- School, founded in 1939, according to the pamphlet, bases its
studies on the various teachings "in sociasl science...darxism...the theory and
practice of the working class and the people's movement throughout history",
The entire Board of Directors of the Workers 8chool are Communists, - a‘ccordihg
to a confidential informant, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, who also indicated that .
this school is the educational plant for the Communists in Los Angelés County.
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The above referred to pamphlet also stated that recently, in a
-speech of three hours at the "People's Educational Center', John Howard
Lawson made such statements ass

"pmerican policy is the same as it was at Versallles, to
destroy democracy wherever it appears.t

"The Marxist theory is ' the only sound ba31s for hlstory
teaching."

"'I‘he voice of Byrnes is the voice of one of the most selfish
monopolies in the world today."

The Daily People's World issue of September 19, 1946, carries
an article that the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress would
convene on September 22, 1946, for a mass meeting called for the over all
endorsement of the Fair Employment Practices Act. Accord:mg %0 this article,
John Tripp McTernan had been selected to lead a panel discussion on the topic
"Police Brutality". A similar article was carried in the California Eagle,
Negro newspaper published in Los Angeles by one Charlotta Bass, a prominent -
Commnist Party line follower, ' reflectlng that this National Negro Congress
. would meet at 4016 South Central Avenue on Sunday, September 22, 1946, Speakers -
listed at this meeting included John Howard Lawson, motion plcture erter,
‘Colonél James Roosevelt; Ph:.lllp i,. Connelly; William Bidner, Executive Secretary
of Moblllzatlon for Democracy, and Albert Dekker, motion picture actor.

In November, 1946, E. F. Schnelders ,. a former confidential informant -

of the Los Angeles Off:.ce adv:_sed that -John Howard Lawson was President of

‘the Lincoln Community Book Center and that Waldo Salt, a known Communist,
accordlng to a highly delicate and reliable source, is Vice President. The
informant also ascertained that the bank account of the lincoln Commnity

Book Center will substantiate Lawson's presidencyfand another highly con-
fidenbial source% has described this organization as the administrative
apparatus- for the Lincoln Book Shop which is operated by the Communist Party

1c Hollywood. J @)ﬁk

Informant Schneiders, an employee of the Security l'lrst National Bank
of Los Angkles, has advised that Lawson has contrituted considerable sums of

money to the following organizations, sometimes in the amount of over $1,000
per months

" Hollywood Democratic Committ ee,

Hollywood Independent Citizens Commttee of Arts, Sciences and - :
Professions, '

Peoplets Mucat:.onal Center,

\ Eﬂ'echnlcal Surveillance on the res:.dence of John "Howard Lawson]@)@/l
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*Tn the studio labor organlzatlon, the comrades had only
mixed success. The painters' union went over to the side of
the revolution. The Screen Writers' CGuild joined the Popular .
Front, despite brave attempts of the Authors! League of America
to wrest the Hollywood section from the Stalinist grip. In the
furious fight against the 'fascists'--meaning anyone who objected
to Communist domination——Donald Ogden Stewart acted as general-
issimo with such fine lieutenants as Dudley Nichols, Frances

. Hackett, Humphrey Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irvin Shaw, Tess Slesinger,
Sam Ornitz, Frank Scully, Oliver H. P. Garrett, Lillian Hellman,
Boris Ingster, John Howard Lawson, Lester Cole, Joel Sayre, and -
Madaline Ruthven.! -

Discontinued Technlcal Survelllance on the Amerlcan Youth for

Democracy and Confidential Informant Richard V. Servidio advised that
John Howard Lawson was one of the sponsors of a "second anniversary dinner"
© given by the American Youth for Democracy, a known Communist dominated
group, on December 12, 1945, 'at the Hotel Roosevelt, New York City. The
" 'purpose of the d;nner was "to welcome home dlscharged veterans, ‘to pay - -

triute to the contributions of the young men and women of our armed forces
and to dramatlze the postawar problems of youth',

) - In harch 1945, the National Federatlon for Conctluutlonal Liberties, - -
205 East 42nd Street New. York City, issued a public statement in support of the-
“arny order making Communlsts and Communist Party sympathizers ellglble for
Army Commissions. It was stated that "the basic consideration is not. the
. ‘propriety of the man's opinions, but his loyalty to the United Statest. The
. 'statement of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties was.endorsed -
by numerous people and the name of John Howard Lawson, playwright, Hollywood,
appeared on this list. It is noted that the National Federation of Constitu-

tional leertles was declared subver31ve by the Attorney General in July,
1941. .

. According to the Jamary 30 1946, Lssue of the Dally Wbrker, Lawson
was quoted as saying:

I want very much to demonstrate w1th;urtlcular emphgsis the role
of the Negro in American life. Since our history has been written
by white historians and since no influential ones have been from
the South, the contribution of the Negro people and their leaders
has been completely suppregsed!,

~

In this artigle, Lawson was described as '"one of America's outstandlng'

hlstorlans, author of the authorxtat1Ve theater and uechnlque of playwrltlng,
and a successful .screen writert,
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On February 7, 1947, according to a highly confidential source#

Lou Harris, 4215 Troost Aveme, North Hollywood, California, a free lance
writer and producer as well as a known Communist, contacted John Howard
Lawson and told Lawson that he was leaving for England at the end of the
month. The sourcg advised that Lawson and Harris are,close';friends.lélllq -
his same regal;séilFebruary 14, 1947, another highly confidential source, Z\%j
(microphone \survelllance on the Soviet Cornsulate Los Angeles))reported

at Lou Harris called at the Russian Vice Consulate in. Log-Tihgeles and :
there met Eugene Pavlovich Tumantsev, Soviet Consul}l Harris and ,Tumant'sevm_a
talked for approximately one hour during which timeé Harris pointed out that- —
the writers in the motion picture industry had a very difficult time pre=~
senting "progressive ideas" in their stories inasrmch as the producers were

i{uick to delete them. Harris commented that he was leaving on Felruary 26
947 2 for London from New York City on a tusiness trip ’

L
» _ d asked Tumantsev € U_)

whether he should ™ygit and see what happens" or apply Tmmedi. y for a

visa to enter PolandJAccording to the informant, Harris jfand¥umantsev '

appeared quite congenial '

i  oture- i : th? latter evinced considerablé in
motion picture J.ndustryjf b {u} .

G
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XIII, CRIMINAL RECORD

Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a confidential informant of the lLos Angeles
0ffice, stated that at a lecture in June, .1942, before a school of the League -
of American Writers, Lawson stated that on the day that Sacco and Vanzetti
wvere- executed in Massachusetts, August ‘27, 1927, he, Lawson had been arrested
in Boston for picketing the State Capitol. With regard to this self-admitted
o arrest of Lawson, the informent stated that Lawson became a labor agitator o~

meny years ago and went to Birmingham, Alabams, to participate in a strike = -
" in the steel mills in that city in 1934, According to confidential informant,
Harvey Gilbert Wolf, Lawson was arrested on May 17, 1934, on a charge of
criminal libel growing out of an article which was written by Lawson in the
"Daily Worker", New York City Communist newspaper, defending a Communist
organizer, Harold Rolston. It is observed that Lawson's FBI number is
3021790 and that his record in this regard reflects that he was arrested in °
Birmingham on May 17, 1934, by the Birminghem Police Department on-the charge
of being a Commmnist., He was released on the same day. o
Officer Harless of the Birmingham Police Department related the .
following informetion with regard.to.the arrest of Lawson in Birmingham.. -
Alabama, May 17, 1934, Harless sald that he recalled that the police Broke
up a Communist meeting at which ILawson was present and that Lawson was then
turned over to Officer J. T. Moser and Officer P, C. Cole who were handling
Communist matters at the time for the Birmingham Police Department. In .
this connection Captain C. L. Mullens of the Birmingham Police Department
stated that Lawson was defended by a lawyer named Harold Ralston from New York,
"He also recalled that a woman named Jane Speed, a well-known Communist 4
. organiger, was also present at the meeting at which Lawson was arrested, The
records of the Birmingham Police Department further revealed the following
information regarding Alexander E. Rascolin, reportedly also arrested with
Lawson: "Phis man is an International Labor Defense Attorney from Yew York
City. He was very active in 1934 and 1935 in Birmingham and was arrested by
- the Birmdngham Police on May 17, 1934, While in Birmingham, he contacted
gseveral lawyers in an effort to secure their services in reading parts of
the International Labor Defense. This man is very high in the Communist Party.
His Birmingham police number is WM~26589"

The Yew York Times morgue contained two articles regarding the
arrest of Lawson at Birmingham, Alabama, The first article dated July 6,
1934, reflected that Lawson was arrested on that date and released under bond
of $300 to eppear in Recorder's Court the following day. The arrest followed
a conference between Mr. Lawson and five other New Yorkers and W, O, Downs,
Commissioner of Public Safety at City Hall, The article further revealed
that on May 17, 1934, Lawson was taken into custody by police, fingerprinted, -
photographed and released., This article, referred to above, dated May 16,
1934, is also in the New York Times files. The charges, in connection with
e publication that appeared in the Daily Worker in which a misdemeanor court

- 66 ~ .
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o "‘Legx.slamre, in the fall of 1944 Lavson, under oath; denied that he was

s member of the Comminist.Party.  However;:a ‘highly reliablé and delicate

" confidential source, whose rel:.ability has been well established, but

©. ... 'uhose admissibility in.Court may be somewhat doubtful ; has definitely

.- identified Lawson. as a memder: of the, Communist Party forthe last twelve’

L ;Ayearsa Accordxngmo this. saurce, Lawson was' i‘lrst a member ‘0f " Branch K -

"' of the North West Section of thé'Los Angeles. County' Comsinist Party wtil |
'that Manch was réorganized in June, 1943, .at which time he was transfem‘ed
“to Branch A=3 (writers®. ‘teanich). of the Eoﬁh West- Sacta.on and held 1%3

‘ -Gommnist Party Book ;54301985 ‘ Lo . 5

the COfmlJ.l. nist” Political Association and’ was assigned 1944 CPA Card 41850,

. for the CPA'and was issued 1945 CPA'Card 47275; .Tn the Commmist Political -
I Assom.aticn, Lawscn repsrtedly was asslgxed to. t.he special group which ' ‘
(L, was, also knowh as Group: #9: angd Was, a . member  6f the. aomssion ‘which was'

" which replaced the North West Sectionts. Executive Conmittes. - .Lhawson, -
: vaeeordmg m the source, sermad on the commi.ssion for three yeax*s., o

-,‘.,"‘,‘Party, s
.. “"Lawson Wassassigned to the Davis Club and was issued 1946 Comrmnist-Party
- - Book #35392... This source made available Lawson's 1946' registration card

which. refleets that - he was 50 years of age% a writer in the motion pi.cture

‘. Party for-twelve years, This sourcs has alsp identified LamsonVs: wife,

: . Sne. Lawsons ag. a, memberof the Comminist Party” aad is m
Lt document ‘the: branches to mhich she ‘bas be‘).c:ra{ged° E

Loeef the Los Angeles. Officé, has identified Lawson as a merber of the' Comanist;‘"
Party in 1941'and has stated tha Lawson is. .s'9CP member, a playwright, and =

¢ 'm@dﬂ w”

- Fmding Goﬁnmtteeg Gal::.fcrnia Legxslature, mare eoxmonly Ymom as th@ T@n@

AT éﬁm Nocld:-37338872 Paae 2T .. . . . . "

o Af. Bireet Bvidence of Membership

Testifying before the,'f' Yin% Fact-sFindmg'Canm.mea, Galifomia

h:.s very ‘re ble source‘also stated that La‘mson"v em'ol}.ed in
and on Becember 104 19449 according to the source,. vag ‘agam registered

the ‘governing hody of the Commm.st movement ‘in the . motian picture mdnstryi{ o

I’o 'f:ras fm'ther s‘bated hy ‘etxis source thai! when the Ooxmmmlst S
“was reorganized. to’ ‘replacé the Commnist Political @.sssociation,, L

m&ustry, of AmamcaneJemah deseent s and that he had been.in the Communist S

2 'j;fpositinn 1o

“E{l1iam ﬁsrnes (LA—B);, a discontinued paid confldential informan’c

the 1eader qf ‘he' CP fraction among the artist.s of all varieties m Hollye

In,a smm statement wh:.ch Rena Vale gave’ %o t.he Joizxt I‘acta
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? ¢ stated that he was active in Commmnist circles in Hollywood

. when she was in the Commnd st Party and that in Communist meetmgs, Lams«mﬁ

. had stated that Comnnmist propaganda nmst be inﬁegrated into all’ screen’

" _ o On August 8, 19449 Walta' ﬁ'anger, a Hovie Praducer,, stat.ed that
he definitely ldew that John  Howard Lawson was a-Communist. This source’
stated that a few WS beforé he had contacted Lawson %o see if he was
available to write a screen play to wh:.ch ‘Lauson replied he was hesitant -

- %0 work for Vanger for fear it might cast someé reflection on him Tbis

- source quoted Lawson. as st.atz,ng, wy am a conmmnish“ ' '

e "‘.

é’oseph Nathaniel Ear19 Gonfidential Infarmant of 'hhe Los Aagalas

E}fficé, advised that he talked to: John Foward Lawson on July 255 19455 at .

which time Lawsén stated that if he were called as a witnéss before the
o - State Un-American Activities Comittes, ‘he believed he would’ admit Yo them
- that he vas a member of’ the Gommmist Political Association. @ @
on Mard: 1, 194'7, Ben Kadish, a confident:.al source of the los
‘ Angelfg@ Office, and a former member of the Comminist Party, advised that-
he fecallad John Howard Lawson's attending Commnist meetings. This

1945, and for a dime was in Braneh Aaﬁ, which was the same bx‘anch to
. which Lawson belonged. ‘53 . we T

. : ‘
K o 'v : B Attwdanee at Gomxmnist Partz Mee»tings

Buring the time ‘t.ha‘b Lawson has been in Lcs Angelesy he haa been

: idmtified ‘as ‘having ‘attended muerous meetings 4t which all of those ,
... identified as bsing presént were. knmm Oommnists, accord:mg %o a highly -
. reliable and delica’c.e confidential Source. -In those cases vhere the hlt,hly
- pgliable and delicate confidential “source was not in a position to iden=
- %ify the particular person as & Commuinist; the source that can so identify °

source was in the Commnist Party from, September, - 194.3, through: December, o

.,, %sgg she 1dmtif1ed John Hcmard Lawson as a mem’ber of the Coxmmnis% L

LACE

the person is mentioned.: There are set £orth hereinafter several examples .

' f@f thls eharac'ber of" meet.ings which Lawsen attendeﬂ. -

: ‘On February ’7, 1943, Agmts of the Bureau observed Alaxandw

‘ Trachtenb@g s head of International :‘Publishers and a member of the National
Committee, Commnist Party, USA, met with John Howard Lawsom, Albert Malts
and Jane Wallace, Bducational Director of the Los Angeles County Commnist

.- Party, at the Melogy lane Restamrant, Wilshire Boulevard and Detroit Avemme, -
- oat 12345 p.m. Trachtenberg is kncmm 1o be a member’ of the: Conmmmst Pax*by :

through oi‘i‘ici.al publicatlons of that arganizatmno SR
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o om Apml 12 1943 Agents of the ﬂlreau absex’ved Jahn Eamm
" Lawson;. Philip M. Conﬁeneyj CTD.0fficial and Carl Winter, Chairman of
- the- Ieos Angeles County Communist Party,, enter the home. of Max Silver;.
organizatlonal secrétary of the Log Logeles County Comminist. Party, - -
5138 Mapleiwod Avemes Log ‘Angeles; - |[Flsie ¥onjary . a member ‘of thé. Com= "
" mnist Party and a paid ‘confidential informant . ‘of the los Angeles Qt‘fic:e, :
" has identified Connelley, Winter: and,_ Silver as bei.ﬁg mambers @f the S
Los Angeles Oennty Gamumst Party. S .

' : On October 49 1943, Special Agents of the ‘Bapéan observed Max
Silver, Ox-gaz izational Secretary. of. the Ios Angeles County Communist Party,
pick up Jobn Howard lawson at Sunset and Cahuenga’ in:Los Angeles, and .=
- procead to the home of David &‘antg 827 Bast st Strest. -Carl Wimber, .

" head of the Gommmist Party in Los- ngeles ‘was observed in. attendance ab

this meeting. . As indicated above, Silver. s.md Winter have been identified

- a8 Commnists) by, confidential. informan% Fleiée Yonjar{y)David Geant . is'a [ (.ﬂ
_known Commnis¥¢. by virtue of information furnigked W ‘former conﬁdential

paid infemant ﬁl Katz, a fomaz‘ member of ‘the Comnist Partygz . :

: . Om Max-ch 1&, 19&4,‘ Specz.al Agents of the Bureau observad Lawsong R

accompanied by Hax: Silver, then Administrative: Seeretary. of the CP; enter. A
“the home of David: Grantg ‘827 East 2lst Street, Los Angeles; California, o e
These Agent s ‘mlso ‘notéd.that Carl Winter, ercntw - Secretary of the' Parbys T
- Jene Wallace, County. Edugational Director of the Party; Pettis: Perry;. . e
County Chairman .and: Helen Allison, County. %:Iembarshlp Director of the ’

- 'Party, were also-in attendance. Silver; Grent and Yinter have previously
besen {demtiﬁed as known commmists. ' Wallace, Perxy. and A11§som- ‘have - -
" besn identified as heing members .of "ths Comunist Party by former .
comdantial informant Katzﬂ a fomer member oi‘ the Gomunist Par'ky. .

: Special Agents of the Bureau on may 2,, 19449 Obseﬂ?ed John
Howard Lawson, Elizabeth leach and Marjorie Fiske, Organizer and Exwutive
o Seeretafy respectively, enter ghe tiome of Sam Moore, 314 South Murficld .
Iﬂg{ to atbend a reception given for James Ford, Hegro, of the National
- Comni ttee of the Commnist. Party, U.S.A. Petiis Perry; Wegro, Chairman of
- the Los Angeles County Commni st Party was slso observed in attendance at - -
‘this reception. Leach, Fiské and Perry: have been identified as biing B
. functionaries of - the Commist Party by former confidential informent A

"Eats. Literamre pabliclv dissenﬁ.aa%ed by the C«ammnnist Par has id ﬁfﬁ ‘
v \Jamés Ford& uith tha’t- organ:.zettiono ) B ty = ed

Gn Septembex' 24, 1%4, Agazrhs of the Exreau observed Lawson L L
enter the home of Carl Winter and also observed ‘Elizabath Lach and. Jane - = .. |
Vallace, both of whom are Communist functionaries, in.attendance at this .~ \
gurprise birthday party for Carl Winter. ‘Testifying before the Califomia

. Un<American Activities Committes, Lawson admitbted attendmg this affair .-

. . . -&iven in honor of Carl Winter, tho was them the head of the Los Angeles

A - County Commmist Party. . Vinter; Leach and Wallace have premously been
Mentiﬁed as fanctienanes of the Commmst Paﬁ;y, L
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0n; Jannaz‘y 8, 1945 a Speeial Agent of tha mrean observeﬂ R

B Elizaba’sh Zeach, Comaéist fﬁnc%mnafy, ‘atcompanied by Carl’ Tinter who-
" was then head of the Commmnist Party- in Los Angeles;. entor: a meeting a*t.
g‘the h@m of John Hsmrd Lawsqn, 42&5 Coléwatew' Ganyon,,‘l’;cs ﬂngeleso, 7

: o &pril 119 1945,7 Spemal Agents @f the Bu'ean ebsme@ Gafl N
’ ﬁ'intery t?illiam Schinelderman;, California State ‘Communist Political = S
. -Aseoeiation Presidexxtg John Howard Lawsonj: Mirian Bmoks,, Communist. Party
~ functionarys Jane Wallace;, Cormunist Party functionarys Pettis Perrys..
' Commnist Party functionary and Wndham Mortimer, dn attendance ata-
" Gounty Board mesting of the Commnist Party which was held at the home o
of County Labor Chairman, F. Kadish, 938 South Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles.. .
. Boooks,, Nortimer and Kadish have been identified as Communist Party |
. functicnaries by former confidential informant Al Katz.. On May 30, 1%5,
. Specisl Agents of the Bureau ‘conducted a surveillance at the home of =
. - .. dJohn Howard Lawson, 4265 Coldmater Canyon, and observed Elizabeth leach,.
. Communist Party functidnary,. Ned Sparks, head of the Communist Party im ~ . .
. Los Angeles and Max Silver,. formerly the Ad 'strative Seerstary of the .~
© Party in Los. &ngalea, enter Lawson'g’ home. sie Menjar, a confidential =’ e
“informant of the Los Angeles Offlce,) 8 - 1da1t1fied Ned Sparks as a Com= -’ Co .
mnisy functionafyc, L
" om Harch 30, 1%6 Samuel Davenport Russell an active - pmd o
' conﬁda:‘cial informant of the log fAngeles Office, advised that a meeting
 of the financial directors of the various clubs-in the ‘Hollywood Seetion
of the Los Angeles County Communist Party was to.be held at the home of
Hannah Schuarts; 2076 Paramount Avenue in Los Angeles on the evening of.
.- the same dates: Speeial Agents of the Bareau condueted a sur¥elllance at
" %his a&dress an& cbsewed Jehn E:fward Iawsen in a%mdance at this maetmgo

. Om Septemhar 9, 1946, s;:ecial Agents of the Eu*eau identified :
Jolm ‘Howax'd ‘Lawson, Hax Weisss Kational Educational Dirvector of the Gomnmms%
Partys Frank Garloon, State Educational Director of the Commnist Party,.

. Joln Stapp, Communist Party functionary and Charles: Glenn, Commmnist Party
.. functionary as having antered the home of Abe Polonsky at 8071 Selma,.
, ‘_'};.Los Angeles, qn tms date. e (1:00_24 49'9_?39“
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" . hdave been present weres I%miam 2. Postersy, James

mo e'mm EFIBEIJCE GF LA‘@KSBN“& csmmsr AFFILXA?IGE
< . In Ju}.yg 194,1;, a memrandnm ms ﬁumished t»s the Chicago Field
'foiee by ‘Colonel Walter L, E\zrbex‘ahwg a represen’bative of the Camegie
Tlinois Steel Company, "which cited meetings of the Nationmal Commitbee

‘Plenavy. Seestons of the Commnist Party on. June ‘28 and 29, 1941, in Hew
York City. . It was at.ated in the memorandum that tizose defiﬂitely Imomn %e .

A
. pan and MUMErcus: other h:.gh ran}sing Gemmnist leader he . Memo Mther

| ‘ ‘z‘elaﬁed tha% John Hward Lcuson: aﬁtended these namnnal. mee’c.i.ngs aag" d@l@w :

gabe from. Galifomia and ‘there is & notation to. the effect thabt’ Latson had .
been in Fow York for the prekus faay mnﬁhs in connee%ion mith theat@ mfk
- (100-24499=3p4) _
_ . "In Détober, 1%1 I{eward Bme‘tt ngerss, c/o )‘.’I@tx*o Goldmyn E@re? ‘
' "Studios, Culver City,, Galifomz Yemporary confidential national defense
informant of the Los Angeles foiceg ,advised that John Howard lawson was ome  _ ‘
of the leading Communists in the United States. He stated that on an occasion

' approximately four years mrevious, when he was ‘at:-the Clover Club in Holly=

- wood; he met. Lemeon and drank mith him during the. evenmgo ‘He said on this

o . occagion” Lemson talked of the. pargé that took place 4n Russia and the mass..

slaughter'of the Mlacks,’ The scurce advised théat' Liwson.stated to him that
.- ke hoped  the revolution would come here without. bloodshed ‘but, that it mld
. ‘come "gven with bloodshed if necessary?. The same source stated that tre
years folloving this incident, he attended a debaté at the Roosevelt Hotel
in Hollywood vhere Lauson stated publicly that. eVerything shéuld be done to

" - -avold bloodshed and that under no eircumstances ‘should.this country get into

-war. Ragers related that he gof on his feet at this mesting and recalled
, to Zza on his conversation concerning the’ revolution’ referred to heretofor
d' Lawson howr ‘he-could justify such an. inconsis%encyo Lawson, aecoma -

e ing to. the informant, tumed to the audience and-stated that this was g

PN Pm% to: hw« (100-24499-24 p8)

typical example of Hollymo& red=-ba3.%ing and refused tc angver: the questi@n .

" On k‘\bvember 153 1%13 former confidential infomant Hafry Jo -
-,Pfalsg’aff of the Chicago Office; advised the Commnist Paﬁy wvas in the
' process of realigning its Districts throughout the country as well as -
' reorganizing its structural sel-up. He said that District #13 was 0 - .
. include all of the States of Califomia and of Nevada. According to the =~ .
" source it was to have centx*alized offices at 121 Haight Street; San anmsco .
. and snother at Los Angaleés. The San Prancisco Office was to be headed by oo
. Steve Nelson, Faxther; Betty Gannet‘h is the’ Grganizatz.onal Secretary of-

O -Disteict #13 .and. Jobn Howard Lewson and Herbert' Biberman will control the

orgam.zatmnal rork in the Hollymood Are% according 1o the informant, i
o (100—16227—20-p5) Crioal
' In December’ 4'1 MP, Verne . Tompiﬁnsg 71 Egg@?t Avenues Eetu o

Lo ‘:Chief mrector of Courier operatmns,, was the contact for the Cemmnis%
. Party in ﬁ{exico City and that she reported dmectly to Gala Sondergaard,

e
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- ﬂmort.hwest Seetion
. - Commnigt .Party .
‘_L@S Angeless wﬂm LT Ll
: Att»

Lo "Beaf’ Gomrades

"' uon behalf of our Gounty Comittee and I afi. suye of ur whole
membership, I wish to- exp?ess enthnsiastm appreciatmn ‘of the.
eontribution to the success of the July 181;11 F’os‘tez“ :meetlng by

ra.des Maurice (Cla«.rk) and Adz'»i cotd o+Coin R R
(Biberman) and Elliot (Salliyan, \, a8 EliSolom R N1 SN

: "5"‘:'::"acmss the message of the: ant,
. and strengthen national mty

S (100-24499-292 o) ' :
‘ In a repord .of the’ m&.tary -Intelligence Div:lsion dated Fehmm’y 24
»,», T l%é, a list of delegates to the’ enlarged National: Oemmittee sessions of. the -
.., Comminist Party held at the: Stmesant Casino, 9th :Street and 2nd Avemuey .
‘Hew York: City, appeared; as shomn in.the official minutes, the nams of John

- .Hcmard Lason; plamight appeared in‘this lxst ke 1_00=3-=14=2006)

o - In 1944, > lnghly coni‘ldent.ial source* advised ‘that Lm:rsen conw =
SR tinued to pay the galary of ﬂarjom J. Potts, a' full»time paid funetwnafy
- of the Forthwest:Sectioni'of the los Angeles County Comminist Party, bsing
Organizational Secretary and’ Eembership Dirgotor ‘thereef.  Lavson ‘paid her,
<. according to the source, $32.50 per wesk, Tt ig¢ poted that Marjorie Potts
", adnitted to Al Katz,: a-former:, ;confidential inforiant of the los Angeles '
AOYﬁce, that Lawson paid her' salaxy 48 if she. v::fera his seeretary although
. she did noth:i.ng but- Gcm:mnisﬁ Par’by TOr K, Y .
: ‘,u,l.

U on July 25, 19453 Joseph Nathbitel I«Erlg fomer 'eomdentml inu‘
" formant of the Los Angeles foiee, advzz.sed that John Hamd Lawaon told hin @ (J/

E?echmcal Suweillance on *the resideme of John Hward Lamm, 3

IR
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o e On Hamh 26, 1946~,Haw' - ‘Gi1bert, ??olf, a conﬁ.d@ntial informant
s of the Los Angeles 0ffice: pcinted Gt that ‘the Rankin Committee had’ annoumced
" 4% would discontinue: its investigatm of ; Commmism in. the. wmotion picture’ .
- {ndustry and that he had learned that as a result of this, Lawson.was- agai.n
plenning t0 assume ac&ive leadership of the Comminist movemsnt in the matmn
pxettme industry. .This informant:stated that: he ‘felt; Lawson had boeh: Slaying
low® during the time Rankin?®s : investigatcrs ‘had. been in: Hollymod, it that .
-in discussing Lawson’ wi’oh ‘hembers/of-the Communist: Party,” he had ascertained -
.- thab: Lauson. was scheduled -:to‘.reappe&‘t‘ s‘leader' of the commnist movement in
the industry, T S GO S
‘ On July 24., 194.6 R
zbittez'ly cziticized Lavson'as |
’1’ John Leech s former,&ee:atary
ol " Angele
R j; Hallywood to orgam_ze .and - lead
industry by *hhe Gentral Gomm

A ‘;ii]ker only E}di‘bor ‘of t.he Hollymod Bepor‘&erg
i¢ ‘,ber' of the Commnist. Part 'gmd stated thai"
‘h ist: Party for Los: Angeles. Count.y, LT
aoun‘cy Grand Jury that Lawson was sent o -
e Communist movement in the motion picﬁur
eo of . the Gemzmmst Par’sy of.‘ New meko

I\ 64578 Docld:32336872 Page 33~ . .
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. emm}commsr '~ Aicmmséf ;

Hago Speier, a conﬁdential infomant of the Banver Field Office,

advised that dohn Hovard Lawson in 1941 was appointed co-leader with Herbert
. -Biberman of the Commnists in the “intellectugl and motion pic‘bure im’mstry
_in the. Eollywcod ares. = (100-24409-3581)8)

‘I'he H@vember 9, 1%3, ‘issue of "Ii’:ew Masses“ eontained a full pagg

'artiéle axm@uncing ‘that Johu Howard &aﬂson had been made a member of the

Board of Contributing Bditors of Wew Masses. This article quotes Lavsom

B . ,as aagring the following m,th regard to tkﬁ,s publication“ ‘

LY read Nem' Masses for ‘bm reasons, fmrst., because it i,s a- ,
. valuable source of information;-second,. beemmse it is equally

- valuaghle for its editorial comment and anglyds. .Almost every

.. issue offers vital faetual material which eannot be found else-
where. Today, as never b@fore, the American people want facts—

. because they realize ‘that tbe knowledge of facts is indispens=:
able for winning the war.. They are heartily sick of the corrup--
tion and distortion in much of the commercial press. New Masses
gives us facts, and it interprets facts in terms of ‘a congistent

. philosophy of democratic action and purpose. I hope the magazine
can reach a mch wider circle of readers- because I am convinced
that a bigger cimulation for. this Der:.odical m.ll help us’ Wi.n

the war. (20024499292 p13)

- " On January 13, 1944, an artiele appeared in ‘the "Mlly Worker“ beneath
the photograph of John Howard Lawson :m wh:.éh he is quo'oed as staftings '

" YCrestings 'w the nai]y Werker on.- your 20th &nﬁversary - As
* I look back over thé years, it seems to me that the Daily .
- Worker has been consistently ‘invaluable as a source of accurate
news and a. joumal of prog'essim inférmed opinion., There is
- no other American newspaper which has done:¢such a fine job in
- effective news coverage and. editorial servlce to the America.n
L people and the Amerlcan nation. L . :

: WI hope tha Baily Worker‘s cireulation and inﬂuence will in«
. . crease tremendously. If it increases in proporiion to its merit,
| .it will reach millioms of peogle®, (100-24499-290 ‘

‘4.

ﬁ highly. confidential source (%echnical gurveillance on Carl

. ' Winter, Executive. Secretary of the Commnist Political Association, Los

Angeles County) advised that on July 22, 1944, Robert W, Kenny, former .

' Attomey General of the State of California and then Chairmen of the eal-

ifornia delegation to the Vational Democratic Convention in Gm.cago, com=

and a known Commnnist Par‘ty member in the Los Angeles area. Kennyy who
& < A ) ' ) £
e . S ) o/ 1 i

. municated with Ellenore Abowitz,  Assistant State QIO Legislative mrec’h@x
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was in Chicago at this t:.me, adviseci Abmsitz ‘ahat he muld arrive in
- 1os Angeles by plane the folloving day and requested that she arrange

- Carl Winter, peviously ideantified; Paul Cline, ex-Sec?etary of the
w1 Commnist Party in Los Angéles County; Joseph Aidlin, member of the

State Central Committgpe

"Jahn Hmmrd Law /‘

o conference for him with about five of the "right people®. - Abouitaz, ’
according the source, . iﬁsmediately eonferred wth Carl inter, p
Brecutive, Secretary of the Communist Political Association of los’ &ngelea :
County, concwning this matter. Subseqently a surveillance by Agents -

6f the Los Angeles Office. reflected that this mesting was acmally held

on Sunday, July 23, 1944, at the home of Hlenore Abouitz with six S
people in attendance. These persous includedg in ‘addition to R. W. Kaxmu

‘of the Bmcratie Parby :m Los &ngeles, and
X (100—168'70-9) _ Do L e e
T wae Mo reportedty this highly reliahla source® that in e
June, 194.5 ’ Box'é%a Tarmon, field repms@atative of the New Masses,; known. =~ . .. .
Commni st publication, and Joe Foster, film critic for %he New Masses, came .

" to los Angeles from New York City to organize New Masses Benefit Iial.‘].:te:se° R

T vas stated that both of these individuals held conferences with John "
Howard Lawson. According to the source, an invitational bemefit. for the

 New Masses was held at the home of Frank Tuttle, Movie Director, 6217

Rock Cliff Drive, Eollywood, on June 9, 1945, it being pointed out by

 Manuel Seff, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, that the

mseting was bty invitation only, that over $3 ,000 wvas raised at the meeting
and that John Howard Lawscn vas .one of thcse ke recogxized m attazdancee Xw
(100-24499 59p1l)
Augnust , 1945, a h:.ghly reliable confidem;ial sourceﬂ reparted
that La\:mon has been working on a book of American history for.the past
couple of years. ©The source stated that the book was in its final stages
end had besn typed into script and had been ¢ riticized by various people .
including ledders of the Communist Political Asscciation in Los Angelesg, '

. -among them, Carl Winter, hedd of the los Angeles CPA., The source also =
+ - sgld that inquiries concerning it had also been made by Alex Trachtenberg,
' former National Educational Director of the Commmnist Party, and eurrently - - -
. . a member of the National Committes of the Commnist Party. The source in~. -
dicated that since the change in the CP Line as a result of the Duclos = =

article, Lawson has indicated that he was going to take six .months of £

‘from his studio to revise the book, He also told the informant that t-he o '
. revision of the book's Wewpoint. '

change in the Commnist Party Line r)' cessitated praetically a; completa

: ﬁ’i’echnical Surveillance on the residence of John Homrd Lawson @@L
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R ‘fm‘,uz’e expulsicn at this tiks o comroversial issues, thig is
| .- factional, rather than my response to- published and broadeast
. paterial. However I anm also convificed that this was merely a
7 loose way of talking %o impress ne with you.r( sariousnessS. of
, '“,';;:Which 1 was already lmpressed. .- .

“Adding my Per‘sonal rogards, and the hope that nok : ong f‘r@m R
' now te shall all be members of a functioning, militant, Harxist=

. Léninist vanguard party devoted to the interests of .our natmn, ‘
the peace of the mrldg ond the libex'ation oi’ maxlkéndo o ‘

“Iouz‘s smcerely‘»“, -

(100—2449%359 p5-7) ' L
Subsequentlyg ahi eanﬁdential s:aurce { technical surve:.llane@ ‘
on residence of Brude Minton) advised that Minton wag veyy: bitter againat
"Lawson and had made it knowm that he was Pout to.get Lavwson®, This soures -
indiecated that .Minton was of the opinion that the CPA in Hollywood was a-
" .closed corporation and that he had referred to Lawson as the “rabbi® of-
.this group who ran it as a "tin god and in a dictatorial 'fashion?®, Simlax'
‘repercussions regarding Lavson were reported by Hervey Gilbert Tole; 5.

' confidential informant of the Los Angeles 0ffice. Wolf. adviged thab: cn

- fugust 1, 1945, he had occasion to talk with a friend.who was a member. of

" one:-of.the ‘eal %wal -groups over which Lavson presided. 'He said ‘that: th:.s ,
.person sbtated that the rank and file of the cultural groups were. not IR
satisfied with the revisionistic policies which Lawson and Blisabeth’ Glem'x
had follotred during the previcus yesr under the CPA setqu,, and were'

 .desirous of getting rid of Lawson and Glamm as leaders. Wolf further

S -revealed that bis . informant definitely stated that Lawsom wasg the leader s

- of/the Commnists in the cultural ficld and that he obbained the. imgx'ession
- - that: Elizabeth Gléhn was Lawson's underling in an orgamzational capacity..

L Wolf y a‘former memnber of the CPA, stated his informasnt was very bitier R s

' against Lawson and Glenn, not from a personal standpain& but from a Marxist -

_+'. gtandpoint inasmuch gs WOlfﬂa -inforrant thought that Lauson end Glean had -
misled the rank and file CP, members by their leadership and adherence to ,
the theory of revisicaism, | A practical example of what might have indicated
a tendency toward change of Communist leadership in the motion pletwre inc’ms@m

. was reportéd by a highly confidential source® who reported oa July 19, 1945,
. that Lawson had just returned from San Francisco and aduitvedly had not beca

" included in axymterwf’arty discussions of the n;oticn picture stﬁ*ikeg it

being rioted that the. Communists, prior to the strike, had adhered to & .

© position of not -aiding the strike and had urged its workers to keep the o= :
strike policy of their. u3 ions. It is to bz observed that in 1946 Riechard
Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenny, were expelled from the Communist Paftyj@

\

1 v~ -
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VIII, owgmmom. AC”IVE’BS

A. EBILYFJOGD nﬁmcwm commTEE 1ater’ imomnv 8" the zmrmoon
.- .-, . INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE :ARTS, SCIENCES AND
Ty - PROFESSIONS (HICGASP), suo"'aeded b;r the Paesﬁmssm crr:z@rs
o o AMERICA o , SR

. . Harvay Gilb@'t E’olf, a confn.&enmal infomant of the I@s Angeles -
. Offlce, advised ‘that the Hollywood Democratic’ Committee was launched in -

o Januarys. 19435 by persons engaged in the motion picture industry, to. obta‘.i.n
Y. . ‘nationaly 'state and local legislation’ essential to vietorys to’clarify . e
T e politieal :I.ssues and - support candidates best: ﬁt‘aeﬁ '$0. 'serve the nation: in e

wartime .and t0 cooperate with other organizations: ﬁwlmse alms are similar -

- to.our. omm"3 housing for defénse wrkers,. ‘protection of laborls. rights; . ;
© 7 child. care,, humane treatment of- auvenile delinquents and the - end of negro . .-
i digerimination.’ ‘The sams-scurce stated on: February 15, 1944, that: the ams

o and purposes anci program of the Holl;y'vood Danocratie Gamnﬁ.t‘tae ‘had changed ;

. very materially.. He indicated that its purposes had formerly beea. exclusivelgz

o political, > bab ‘that now t,hrough speeches, public. adVerbisements and: sham :

- " Amerieanisi, it wds attempting to enlist the supporh of : ncn«suSpecting .
. . cltizens; 'under the' guidance of the Committee, o exploit ‘names of . imporhant

.- individuals in ‘thé ‘furtherance of the Commnist Party line. - Zhis informant

- fupther stated that the" program of the Follywood Demoerstic Conmittes was

.- .not only paralle.l with 4hat of the Communist Party Line but that the organ«- RS

S ization was dpminat-ed anei iﬂspited oy persoms of a, Gommm:r.st eharactem L

o qt is ebserved that in J\me, 191»5, the Hollmod Denmcratic T
Commit.tee became a section of “he Independent Citizens Committes of the:
v Arts, Sciences and Professions and that in- 1946, 4% became known as the . . . ..
. .. Progressive Cibizens of America, - It should also be noted that.this organ= -’
o ization was noy: connected with the Democmtic Pax'ty. - (100519;7270_2) L

SR : The follomng information mth respect to. the activities of -
A,John Haward Lawson . relative o the ‘Hollywood Demoeratic: Gommittee is se% ‘
< forth to illustrate the direction and control exerted over this organiza~

: “tion by Lawson. The most pertineat information in this Tegard was ¢
ported to the mreau by a hi.gh],y eenfidan‘bral and reliable source-z% @)@/A\

o Qn Iﬂarch 4y 19435 it vas: aseertained W a eonfidential informant -
;.-of the Los Angeles Office, Harvey Cilbert’ ‘Wolf, that the Hollywood Democratic
Committee was in its formative gtages and a meetzng of the group was scheduled . .

. at . the Hollyuood BooseVelt Hotel for that evming,_ This mforman'b attended
.".-"E’Eeumical Surveillance an residezme of Jolm Hmmrd Lawsano
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‘?the meeting and ‘a. wr1tten report stated "before the meeting began, the ”é*
-~ following knoun. Communists circulated.among those. present.. .They were fgf‘»
- . acknowledged by the audience: generally which .for the most part; gathered
around them,.chatted and passed -rémarks which. would’ indieate that they. . .
C. . mere well-known and in-a sense looked up to.™. Among those named by the - f,ﬁ”
- ‘informent as being in this category weres * John Howard: Lauson and Herbert
il?Blbezman, together with other Hollywood Cormunists. The purpose of the U
. meeting reportedly'was to0 ‘elect officers: for.the ensulng year and to adopt AT
 a constitution. - According t6 the source, the Hollywood Democratic Com- .
mittee "will undoubtedly develop into a powerful Communlst Party'pressure .
group in the near future. Using the war effort and the influence of. power-
ful ‘figures in the motion -picture industry, .this organlzation will have a -
.. tremendous influence in putting over. the Communlst Party Line in Califbrn;a,
- ¢ Further,- the source continued, the Hollywood Democratic Committee is definitely
- Communlst Afront" organlzation, and he . asserted. that John Howard Lawson ‘
ST Was among those proposed .at this- meetlng to. be considered for the Executive
. Board. :. Lawson, accordlng 4o the" source, - also was onie of’ the eight persons
-;y who donated 325 at the collection durlng the evening.g:~ N\ o
R (100-24499-234p 12). : Y\ o
T On F@bruany 10, 1944, the ‘game source was present at a conference 4313{i,
.fuq'between John Houard Lawson and Eevels Cayton, Negro Vice* ‘President of" ‘the | e
. -“California State CIO. According to the-source, Cayton ‘wanted. Lawson to . r;,ga"’”‘
. - get Walter ¥ Wanger, Motion Picture Producer, to approach Helen Gahagan, wife
©of ﬁelvyn Douglas, ‘screen. -actor, . to. run’ for Gongress in- the lsth Cs, B.-; RO
~ Lawson said e could not approach. Hanger on it but’ that, ﬁeorge Pepper, ,;;,4'
;through the Hollywood Democratic, Committee, could make the. contact. This'.
. ' was only oné of many - conferences held- concerning possible Congressional and
¥ - -Stdte Legislature candidates,’ snd on numerous occasions Lawson's’ direction {m*f
*L'and advice was seught by Hollywood Gommunists relatlve,to possible candldates.
T - (100—24499-297) B
B In 1944, ‘Harvey 'Gilbert, Wblf .a confidentlal 1nfbrmant of the ;'_{v
‘Los Angeles ‘Office, advised that ‘the entire organizational . atrength of the '
o {Communist Party was being thrown into the. local and. national election cam~'-
;f&rpalgns and that_the Hollywood Communists, Party, llne fbllowers and sympathiaers
‘7 were engaged in= thib type of activity. . ‘He ‘submitted the . followhng report
"“;xw1th respect to the Hcllywood Democratlc Gommltteeaf‘

R f*-j“The Holljébbd Democratlc Committee, which has no official con-.
o %7~ nection with the- Democratic Party, but is the Communist front
o S.. o organization which attempts to speak for the industry - politlcally

h‘;"‘and also for the Hollywood sectlon generally, 1s ralsing the sum
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.Hollyvood Reporte? for June 119 1‘3‘4’;,59 contamed a full page adver‘mse-ﬂ
ment listing the Exécutive Council of this new Committee; it g nobed
‘ tha* John Howard Lawson was named as 'a member, of ‘hhe Gouncil
- (100=24499-359 p9) - ~ :
. Im August, 1945, a highly reliable informant%’f admsed that
Laiwrson was. continumg his leadership in the Hollywood Independwt Ci’eizeaa
- Committee of the Arts, Sc:iences, and Professions. It was stated that =~ = -
George Pepper, Executive Sécretary of the organization, contmually obtamed
direction and ‘gounsel from Lawson concerning the strategy and policy of the

‘ ' groups. The. source’ further remarked that Lawson had been very active at this N
time in build:.ng up ‘the late C-eneral Evans F, Carlson, USHC, as a possible

candidate for U.S.: Senator "on the @mﬁaﬁc Txcket to fill the seat vacated '

- by the la*be Sena‘mr Biram Johnsono

“on August B, 1945, ‘the same reliablé source advised that there .
‘was some mterest in hdv.u:g a State-wide meéting to amounce Carlson?'s
candidacy or at least to.discuss it with the Democratic. pollticlans from

- .- all over California, However, Lawson, according to the source, said that -
" Philip Connelly, former’ President of the California State Industrial {nionn

. Countil, CIN, and a known Communist lyccording to Elsie Monjary, a confidential.

. informant of the’Los Angeles Office,\was of the: opinion that it was not- time
. yeb.as Ed i’auley s National Treasurd? of the Democratic:Party and other

forées would try to mansuver. to get control of this maeting,,v On August. 11,
1945, the same highly reliable source advised that Lawson was t0 handle a

. reception for Carlson to be- given by -Edward G. Robinsons Tt was indicated
‘. thay the Farper Brothers, Hotion:Picture magnets and other big wigs® .were . .
R to be in attendance at this receptiono It was also indicated by this souree

at the time that grson Yielles discussed with Lawson the chances of Carlson's
winning the election. It was #id that Welles promised Lawson all he could -

~ Lo dssist- Carlsonis: candidacy s although of the personal opinion tha'b Carlson'

: would be defeat ued.

-~

on. fitgust. 8y 1%5, the Yighly reliable source® reported that the -

New Yoi‘k City erganization ¢f the Independent E'Iltlzens Comnittee of the Ams;
o Scienc es and Professions had- oont:.nually sought -a closer knit organization
o -throughout the nited States with a constitution, by=-1aws, in additien to

Qrepresen‘cative... from-various cities where branches were located. Lawson, -
‘according to the: source, subtly fought a.close knit organizstion and dasirud

- -ingtead only the use of the Independent Citizens Comittee's name, being: v
of the opinion that the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee should - .

" obherwise .remain’ autonomous. In a conference with Péte Iyons, an - employes -

of the Independ@:t Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions
oi’ New York Citm according to the sourca, Lawson stated that a close knit @)




- ".‘the Hational organization and the Hollywood Commitieg::
A ‘that. Lawson agresd that thﬁ.s might be a gond ‘?:.,"_

. vG,-.

@rganization vas premture and could not be done without diseassim which R
" -discussion should be held at some time afier.the war. Lyon gald the New S
Eork Office needed more money and. Lawson reiterated ths Eollywood Committee RO
was very: poor and did hot desire to make any further committments at the -
" -tifie. ‘Lyon was anxicas that the HICCASP send someone to Washington or New

. Yorit to give Congressional leaders .some tangible evidence of union between :
The source indiea'hed

100—24499—364 p’7)

S On Decenber 4, 194,5, accordmg to.s hig reliable source* ‘
-.f_the HICCASP held a rally, the theme of which was "Atomic Power and Foreign |

“Policy".  The official announcements described this affair as an atbempt to -~
‘. make a realistic approach to the tremendous potentialitles of atomic' weapons

. gnd atomic energy. This rally called for intemiational use and imter-.

" national control. of atomic energy, and-in this conneéction, the reliable - -

" informant. pointed cut that Lawson, through George Pepper; Executive Sse?stazy
. of the HICCASP, carefully’ guided the prograz. It 'is imteresting tocbserve . /7.

" that Ned Sparks, President of the Los Anpeles County Communist Party, accord=

_ing to the informant s contacted Lawson regarding this program snd stated -
‘that he felt more emphasis should be put upon American intervention in China

.- inasmch'gs that was the main part of vhe Commnist lines Lawson reportedly - -

, agread tio 'this and statsad that he would contact George Pepper ‘to gee that . R
S American intervmtion in Ghina was g:.ven approgzriate ‘attention at this 1‘*::;32.13:‘a )(

: 100-24499-369 p2 %
A highly ccnﬁdaltial scurceé’r reported in Semember . 1946, that Lawsqn

3 :','.,-,Acontinﬁed to be active in the -affairs of the HICCASP and according to this

source, he frequently conferred with its Bxecutive Secretary, Alice Hunter;
in fact,’this source stated that on July 31, 1946, Hunter contacted Lawson
- aad asked him if it was all right if the HICCASP 1ssueé a stabtement that they
_were not under the. influence of the Commmist Party. According to the-. '

informant , ston stated it would be all-right if it ‘Were done’ "earefully - '

- and correctly", 'This informent. further indicated Lawson, attends most of

.+ the mestings of the BExecutive Council of the HICCASP and through close.

liaison with Hunter, continued to eXxert an influential rule in the policy ‘
- " -of this organization. It is noted that shortly bthereafter the HICCASP merged = -
o with the Progressive Citigzens of America, deseribed as a Gommnist-dnmmahed
- group by Hxrvey €. Tolf, a confidential informant of. th@ s &ngeles Ofﬁ.ce. @W
(100-24499-387 p3) .
- . According %0 ar%iel eg appearing ian Los Anggles newspapers the Holly~
 mood &r‘hs, Sciences and Professions Council of the Progressive Citizéns of .
.gmérica held a five—day conference at the Beverley Hills Hotel, conmencing

. Viednesday evsmingg July 99 1947. They annmmced the purpose of the eonf@mme
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L 'Hollywood Writers Mobilization is set forth to 11l strate the direction and.

tion deéveloped relative 10" Latwrgon¥s. ¢ontrg
R hlglﬂ,y reliable and coni‘ids}tial source‘»% f""’“* )

s  Philip Danne,. head of the Log #ngeles OFI Film Bureau,. and.tl
“ ol opinion was, eoncerned with seripts wku.ch had been: submtted by the’

. .'this matter.with John:Howerd Lawson, ©

.- ecalled "eontrived! films ‘(films bised on fiction or 805Cs
. cidents).. Dunbe had apparently instructed. the Bo11ywood H:
“: 7 'group that this was the type of film OWI desired to prodic

B fmmm'wmas ’mmmﬁoﬁv

LSRR, Lhe Holly‘mod “.Tfiters P.’.fobllization, aceordmg to BarVey Gilbex‘b
"Ho}.f a confidential informant of the Los Angéles Office, vas!formed very.
‘goon-afver the attack on Pearl- H\a.zzﬂbox'9 Dacember. 71941, and Was established
' by persons who were most’ active in theleague of American Yriterss . Accord=
-~ ‘ingto. mfomatz.on ccmtained in reports of-the .Joint Factaﬁndmg Gemmittee, S
- California Legislature; based on information . developed in’copnection with - - r
" interviews conducted of Hollywood writers in Qctober; 194»4; the. Hollytood - ‘
. Writers Hobiligzation was under the control:of the Communists and had numercus
. ¢ontacts to supply the pic’cures ‘which are. being released :m ’ohe hbera’c-ed

kcountnes. (100_10221@4_4) o S : e

L. Confidential Informant Wolf adviged that there ‘was' 8 . close. connee= . .
S t.ion ezisting between .the, League of American Wnters and the Hollywood ’
Eiriters Mobiliza‘uone o EERERE T

The follom.ng data mth respect to Lawscn's connwticns with the

- control -exerted-over this orgam.zatlon by Lawsan ‘A!ost pertinent informae"
: 0 thxs ‘group’ was.abtalned by a

RESHRE In kﬁrch 3 1945, 8- hlghly eonfldez:ttial source* 'adnsed that, there“;'“ SRSV

g recently had been a- strong dlﬁerence of opmion between Robez*b ‘Rigking. 0 ¢
‘head of the Overseas Film Bureaug Office -of War: Informations v Kark, and: - ..
difference . . "'

“Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, ‘THis source indicatéd that-Sidhey Bachmariy " 4. .
_‘Chairman: of the HoXlyweod Writers: K’b‘bi]‘izatmn Ed:.toria}l’ Board, discussed R
‘Buchman ‘advised that he had cunﬁ’erred ,
- with ‘Riskin who informed hHim that Philip Dunne had one overboard.on the so=- Ry

Yalled ‘dramatic in~' °
TS Mobihzation :
" Follomng

. Dinne's instructions, according %o the source, the Hollywood Uriters Lobiliza= '

Ve tion had gone'chead and done scmpts of this type . and 88.a result mgy. of ' the

.' N d;ocu&entary films. since he felt ' a reSponsibiht.y to the S&ata Bepax’tment
© 7 and further that misrepresentatlons were bound to'arige out’ oi‘ dramatic

545?8 Docld: 323338?2 Pagedl , = -~ .. 3' -.3§,§_« L

' seripts had been under fire by the New York Office of the OHI, where. Riskin -
was in charge. It was further pointed out- that Riskin was strong Por

- -incidents. in the. Tcontrived” films thus mlaking them more. "vu]merable" Thel
. gouree stated that both Lawson and- Buchman agreed that "this controversy
. between Dunne and Riskin. would effect the Bollywood Writers. Mobilization,

- which they control, since most of- ths scripts alrea@ ccmpleted wcmld have
"% be redoned ( (100-102217-13) STRRLE A :
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c. LEAG%E oF. mmmcw HRITERS

Fhe Laagae of Amerd can Wnters, aecordmg to W Gilbert Eblf, o

. a‘ cénfidential informant of the los Angeles efﬁce, vras originated in

v, Russia, in Novembér, 1930, and in thé United States in 1935 -~
 Thi's mformant wdwa‘bed that the Hollywood Chapter of the League of - .. -
American Writers was formed in the fall of 1935, the purpose being to .
bring the uriters employed in ¢he motion piature industxy under the im=
fluence'of the League of American Uriters and the Commnist Party, USA, -
it being pointed out that this League was the foremost front organization G
operating in the smcalled cultural and intellectual fields. RS
: (100-102217-7X)
. The source stated that the Congreds of American Revolutionary

. Writers formed the League. of American Uritérs, it being pointed qut that.

the latter organization was deelared subversive by %:.he Attorney General

Mditional mformation relative to 't;he Comumst dmfacter o:i‘
the League of American Writers was set forth herétofore in connection
with the $eetion en’c.itled “Joint Fac’b—Finding @amit’t.ea 5 Galifornla I
Legislature” S . ‘ CoTe

Thsre is seft fcr?,h hereinai‘ter Lawson‘s connection with the Leagae

as well as dsta demonstrating the combrol and direction xvhich he exerted

over this organization.  The most pertinent information in i is regard was -
obtamed from- a hlghly confidenm.al and rel:.ahle scurce*e

. On March 25, 1939, an article appeared in the Peoples World '
entitled “Hollywood Writers ask Entry for German Exile". The article
. sbated that the recently organized Hollywood Bpanch of the league of -
-~ American Writers-was taking the lead in demanding that the State Depard—
. ment permit the entry of Frederich Wolff, famous exiled German dramatist
.and film seript writer., The wire sent to the Sta’ce Department was

: sigmd by Jo}m ﬁumar& Lawson, among others, ' (61—7561-—278}{12)

e In June, 194.1, an arbicle appeareé in the Bai].y Horker en’c.itlad Lo ‘
Writm's Open Congress with Peace Rally®. - It was stated that some of

- America's best knoun novelists, poets, artisbs and literary critics raised :
_ their voice against war and colonial oppression at the rally of the Fourth
“American Fritef’s' Congress. dJohn Howard. Lavfson was hsted as being one of .

- the speakers: - (100_31091 _SubA)

. On December 28, 1941, E’alter ‘Feter, 4524, Cold Water Canyon Avenue,
Horth Hollywood, Calii‘omia s 8- conﬁden‘oial informan‘b of the Los Angeles ﬂ
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o C 'i’he Jamaz',sr9 1937\s issue of the "Labor Befmderﬂ pubhshed monthly
L W the Intéraational .labor Defense, 80 BEast 1lth Street; Nev York City, mth
\» - William L. Patterson and Basha Small as editors, 13 sted den Foward Lavson .

., " . a3 being on the, Editorial Board., A highly confideitial afid deli¢abe souree

in 1945 id@rxtii‘led Sasha &tall -as.a member of .the’ than ﬁomunist Raliu.eal

\J : &ssoelatmn, v v(1c§o-17319-3 p’7)
=

'Ianebfmaryp 193’7, the'fomation of the Amez'ican Society for .5,‘:;
Technieal Ald to Spamﬁsh “Dempcracy. with’ temporax:y quax’ters at. 3 East 2?'&:&1 s
Street, Hew: York City, o office of the Yew Hasses, was: announeeci by Waldo Frankp'

|" . novelist and lécturer. The officers.were hsted s John ‘Howard Lamsan .

b Seeretary, and mlliam Brwdw, Treasareru ‘ (100— ‘69—91 p19)

\- ‘ In 4 1e%ter dated Becember 3,, 1938, 1ssued: by the Ra.t:.onal Gom— R
s . mittee fcr Péople's Rights, formerly the National Committee for the Defense v

- of Political Prisoners;" 216 Clark Building, - Blrmingham, Alabama, dohm' - R
/ : Hm:rard Laﬁfson waa ligted as treaszxmr of the organizamon - '(61-'7 559-—3385 xl) S

.*Goni‘identlal Imformmxtsm B., Leathere »fomarly an’ informt of
the Atlanta Field Division, informed in July, 1%.1 5 that the Mational .
" Committee for the Defense of Politieal: Pnsoners -and -the International Labar -
‘Dsfense are Yoth Commnist front. or ganizations ‘and ‘are.closcly associated =~ |
and were créated by the Party.to handle and protect courades who became - >
.involved with the law and also to geize upon thoge cagses where. the Party L
-+ can secure publicity. According to_the informant, the International - Labor .. .
| . Befense has cloge contach: mth the’ mrkers and is asually operated by the
) . middle cl?ss; of P“m’l% (100-3-33 Sec., 2 s 3. S

COn ‘bhe ba@k cfa aiphlet’ published in‘l%ﬂ by the Jwiah ?eeple’s cone T
Ccmmittea 5.-200 Fifth Avaaue, et York City; entitled “For United Action in S
the Struggle Against mtié@aitism and Pascism®; appears a list of the sponsors
} of this Grg:mizationo The name. of John Hovard Lawson ig included.  Monroe . - ,-
-Steinberg, a confidential source of. the Hew York Ofﬁee has stated that the - .. = .
' Jenish People‘s Comzzd.t‘tee is a Comnist»inspz.red gf'oupo (100—11380-16 Dh-b3 '

‘ 61 =40
T the Peoples Ba.xly Wer‘ld for June 1‘7 1061 s an articl?e”a?ppléa@s
8 a‘btaﬂking ‘the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the form of statements of f
“various members of the Citizens Committes for Harfy Bridg@s ‘released by tha -
-~ Committee hesdquarters al 1265. Broadway, lew York City. . Included amng " B
individuals ic:v:nm:aem;.:i_ng on ‘the eonduct ‘0f the, &‘idges hearing and the ac‘tlv:.ﬁi%
: af the FBI was John ‘Boward Lawsan,, ﬂplaymight and screen mriter‘h

o (39-—915-1382)
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- : & canﬁdan%m sz:mxﬂc@ (ﬁm&h comag@ o e:ffﬁ.c@ of mbor R@s@nmh
_ ﬁsmacia‘tixmg 80 Tast 11th Srect, Fow York City) adviged thet John' Howmsd
. lagzson was o spomsor.of the Schappes Defonse Commidtes which wos foundsd
. An How Yorlr City in July,, 1941, to raico fands for and help prosecute the :
defenaso of Yorrie Us Schappes forney City Gallage inm&'ncm who wag o
- sentoneed to wprison terd in the Statd Fanit&ntiafy for periury arising cmﬁ o
of & 1941 inguiry into Comiunisnm in educational institutions, THe ecxpross -
parposa of the Cormitteo as set forth inone of its pamphlets was "¢o holp
- ‘progocute tho legnal dofense, to acquadrnt the ldobor novenant, - tho -oducationnl .
- wordd and tho general mblie with the issues involved in this case, to rales’
-fuma for the c!m':ame emﬁ to’ help acimm,ms gg ggx@%hthosaod@;zenﬁmﬁ urom hﬁao
=29=3L pg:L
: Dacerber 19 19&19 aeeexsﬂing to @ highly confidmpial ramm:e%
on m}cncm mm@n cnn’tac%ed Levrson'e wife to t611 her of a véery "pothetic
 tolegrant veoeived from Bdwerd Bavsky, head of the Judnt Anti-Fagelst =~
- Refugoe Gcm%m% it-belng rioted that Barsky was, recontly given o Jail
;" wvenfonen fov rofusing to produce the. pecords. of the JAFRC. for the Houso T,
 Ta=jmerican Aotivities Gmﬁ%@m Aacwdﬂ.ng ‘&a %:he infamsmtg mm %@Mp S
: gmmmadm ﬁ;’allom« 2 y

= "Tﬁm&& "E‘G Cﬁ'i’ mm .@L’%‘I»YA%FS? w:}w G%’! ‘?f:iv" M&&»’f’ B&&’i‘ Gﬂ? Sl
o oF mmza ‘SEND MOMEY AT OREATEST FOSSIBLE uMRIFICEa" Y f'_{‘}.y}l
‘ 0 $100=20499=76. pg10. :
L Qn Janmary 16, w&B, a highly confidential gouveo’ (mamcw. .
a survaillatieo on rogidence of Herbort Bibemnan) roporbed thel Bibersan was =~ -
- eonpulted omeerning o lotter lssued by My, Eemite, Naglongl S@m‘@ﬁm‘ﬁ? e
' flationol Peoderalion for Constitutional Liberties, m@mg thot ¢thisg cmﬁai%e@

. upa sbarding a cammim agsingt the Dies Gmmﬁ,%m and tanted the Hcllwouﬂ
poopla %0 do something éboud it, -Although the informsnt was unable %o -
ageartain the nome of the man vith whom Bibdrman congulted on ¢his date, ‘
4% wos detompined by anothey Mighly confidential sourcow on Japuayy 18, 19113,

. that John Hogaxd Lowoon hed directed Elissbeth Leach o pick up thip 1@%@?

© from Diberman. 1L 4o noted that BElizobeth Lsach wae the Urgenizer of the
Horthroot Seebion, Los Angoles County Commmmiaet i’ar@y at tho timo, I% should
Bo noted that the ?Ia%:&mal Podoration for Conotitutional Iiderdleos tas
‘deglared subversive by the Eg%omey G@nar o J!ﬂf 31, 1941, 4n that it. ca:mea

. £ t‘m teh
mﬁMn the, gmxvvﬂ.w of ¢ Ae%o 100—2hh99—2’h pg 17

‘. © o i%arc‘h 12, 19&3,, it vag. m*xor%a& by Hasvey Gilbert Wolf, &
: 'conﬁdmﬁml infommt of the Lop Ang@les Offico; that Herbord Bib@m&mp,
. Cele Sondorgaoed, Féiard Piberman and his wife Sonja Dahl, Yrs. Eve
' Plbermen, Anthony Ellis and lsllen Bllis, bis wife, would a1l attend the : '
" Joint Anbi-Fasclet Refugee Chmittee rally held ad "the Philimemonic Auditorium.
I% was po&n%aﬂ ot tm'ﬁ. Sonja mb@m&z was. th@ 2omez= ﬁollwcad Chadrmane - :

. Erechmiml Snmillmc@ o %h@ maiamm@ of Jﬁhn &umxm mmj@(uj

- ;,,5 -
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to bear in this regarcle. m:vj.ng the conVersationg a@cording £6 the -

" informant , it was pointed out that ‘the Los Angeles Section of the Free
World &saociamon had not as yet refmked Poi.nt. #1 of its Aims and Pur- :

\Wses.@>w (100.21.499—311 p15) LT

R . The name. of John Howard Lmvson appeared as a spensor oma .. -
. clrcular dlstributed by the American Youth for Dmocracy, 1567 Broadway,
Debmit &.chigan, dated December 20 l%.Se . (61- ,77,7_15_2,79) - :

o , In November ; 19459 accor&i.na to 4 hlghly conf:.denta.al source’
Lmson conferred several times with Mildred Raskin, Executive Sea'etary

- of the People's Edncamenal Center, ‘deseribed as the organization created.
" and dominabed by the Commnists to spread Communist philosophy, and these
‘conversationsmde it clear that lawson was becoming concerned over the .
$3,000 or $4,000 which - he ‘personally had guaranteed for this organization

. in the vay of printing bills and incidental expenses. The same source -

. mdicated that Lawson feé1t that the organization was not’ gomg +0 .be able .
%0. repay this money to him, During the same period;. the same source was
‘present, ‘when ‘Lawson conferred with Waldo Salt, Commnist sereen writer, -

- pegarding ways and means-of ralsmg %59000 i‘or the benefit of the People’s .
- Educational Center. Lawson also advised this informant that he was planning

- to take a hand in  the reerganization of the staff of the People's Educa=
tional, Genter, comnenting that, he dl think that ‘the personnel was .
organized in the most effect:we @ (100-24499-369 p3) RO

: . &eeordmg to a pamphlet sued by the" Los Angeles Ebrkers Schoolg
John Hovard Lawson, together with Albert- Malts and other invited lecturers,
were to be the instructors at the course entitled #The American Demoesatic
Tradition®, an elpht-week course, tuition $3. The course was to be given .
.at the Um.tarian Church, 2936 West 8th Street, Los Angeles, Of all the - .

' courses t-aught at the Woﬁters Schaol according to this pamphlet, thls was
" the only one.not bein Eﬂtaught at the ﬁiorkers School px'oper located at 212
Hest 3rd Street, 10s geles. This course, according to ‘the booklet, gill
. be a lecture course dealing with decisive periods in the history of our !

. nation; the demcratic ‘conditions’ throughout. the development of our p@opleo ‘
, " Beginning with the colonisal period, the caurse will trace the growth, px’ohlems
and’ developments: ef the American tradit:.on dnrﬁ.zzg the period of the Civil War
~ and reconstruction; it will deal also'with the agrarian populist movement, -
the First World War and the present war for national survivalf. It is to be
-noted that thig is not the same course that was given by Lawson at the school
- for the.League of American Writers entitled "Our. Demoeratic Heritage. - The Iam
 ‘angeles r:{orkers Schaol, founded in 1939, according to the pamphlet, bases its

. studies on the various teachings Uin social sewncee”Maa'xism,..the theory and
* practice of the working class and the pecple’s movement throughout history®.

- The entire Board, of Directors of the Workers School are ‘Gommunists, according
to & conf:.dential informant, Harvey- Gilvert. Wolf, who also indicated that
this scheol is the educatlonal plant for the- Gommnists in Los Angelgs County.

(1C0=-24499-234 p6) /1 1 _
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e The above refez'red to pamphlat al 3
speeeh oi‘ thrpe hours. at’ the “Feeple‘s Eﬁ:u ‘ Jenal Gen‘cer John Howard
I.awson made’ such ,statemnts as. S " _
I ;_Vmsnepolies" d-taday. - S F o
TR ?he ‘Daily People’s. W‘*’rld 3-85“& @f S&ptember ..,9; 1%6, carrles g TR
Lo an a.rticle ‘that the Les\ﬁngeles Ghapter of the-National ‘Fegro Cazag,ress mld“

.. .convene on September 22,1946, for a mass ‘mesting called.for the over all -
. .. endorsement of the Fair Buployment Practices Act. Accorda.ngcto this arb:.cle, !
T Jobn Tripp MeTernan’ (hdd been selected to lead aipanel. digcussion on the tepie R
s ePoliee. Emtal:.ty“ A similar article was’ carried in the Gahfamia Eagla, Sl
S 1 Hegre newspaper *published in Los. ﬁngeles by one (}harlotta Bass, ‘a prominent ™ - LT
- -Communist Party:lihe, follower, -reflecting that ‘this National Negro Congress: . PR
Sl iwould meet at 4016 South Gen‘hral Avenve on’ Sunday,*ﬁeptember 235 1946, . Spaakers D ‘j- :
o014 gbed &t this mgeting includad ‘John Howard. msnn, motion picture mter 3 '
.0+ "Colonel James Roogevelt; “Phil}.:tp\% Lonnellys Williau Bidner Bietutive Seeretai?
jg;,”~*:‘a£"-43¢§a‘m‘lﬁﬁz§t§b for Bemocrac:y iand Mbert Beke:er, mﬂtion Lpie ure actar,

A g . LR (’7'7 29135_29 P3)
R T ; ber, 1946 F ﬁehnelders, ‘a .former. oanf’iciential mformm% g
RIS 3 4 the L@a Angeles Office advised that John Howard lLawson was President of
. .~ the Linicoln Commnity. Book Center snd that Waldo. Salt; a kmowm Commmist; .

"'F“,accarding $0 a highly. delicate and rehable seurce, is V:.ce Presicient, The
. informant also ascertained that the bank aceount of the ILincolm: c{ammity T
. " Bbok Center will" sqbstantmte Lmsm‘s/ préesidency. and-’a_x_lo‘hher highly mn-"" S
f_;ii”'fidemhz.al ‘sourcet has"described ‘this _'ax’ganizatian as. the administmtwe
" .. apparatas for. " Sho 3
in Honymed j \

O ..Ihfamazrb Schneidersg an empleyee of the’ Seeurity First Efm;:fi.r:»nai!. Bmk

;"Los-fmghles, Has ‘advised that Lawson  hds: ‘coptrituted ‘considerable sums of

.., mpney Yo" the’ fallawing organma%ians, sametimes in the- ‘gmount of over %15660
pez* manth»‘ - L . PR .

\ wpunp M‘.Tannrlﬂ‘?;?}m_fﬁ Pefue 4’5 R



L ~:Bemocracy and Gonfldential Informant Ri.chard» .. Servidio advised that
. John Howard lavwson was one of the sponsors. of 8
;.. -given by the American: Youth for Bemocracy ;5 a lmown Commini st dominated -
... groupy on. December 12; 1945, at, the Hotel: Roogevelty. New York City. " The _
' - purpose of ‘the, dinner Was "%0 welcome home d:.scharged veterans, to pay. .
Lo gribuve vo the contributions of the young men -and. va'oznen of.‘ our areed forcea o
S a.ad to dramatizs ﬁhe poa‘b—sara? problems of yeu‘bh” '

".‘v"nas qao‘bed as saying: -

r BT P A E L PIEROTTF Dame 87

o 205 Eas’o G2d S‘breet o New York City, issued 'z public statement in support of t e
. “army order making commm.sts and Commnist Party. syzzpathizera eliglhle for 1 .
. Aray Commissions. I'i', gas stated that. "the basic consideration is not the _
.- propriety of the man's opinions, but his loyalty to-the United Stat.es“ The
. 'statement of the National Federation for Constitutional: Liberties was éndorsed
by numerous people and the name of Jolm Howard Lawson. plagmmght Hollywood,
_. appeared on this list. It isnoted that the Wational Federation of Constitu-
o _it::ézzal Liberties was declared subvers:.ve by the &tterna' Genera‘l in Julyg '

'i:;j'ﬂhdallne RuthVen,u -E- (100-44490—66}p

... has been completely suppréessed”.
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o WIn the studi@ labor orgam.zatmn, the com*ades had anly O

. .mixed success. The painters’ union went over to the side of

" the revolution. The Screen Writers® Guild joined the Popular .-

' - Front; despite brave attempts of the Anthors? League of America R
'to wrest the Hollywood section from the Stalinist grip. In the ' ‘
E fdrious fight agsinst.the i faseistst~meaning, anyone who objected .

L %o Communist domination=-Donald Ogden Stewart acted a3 general- '
issimo with such fine 1liéuténants as Dudley Eficholsg Frances - 5_
Hackett, Humphrey.Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irvin Shau, Tess Sles:.ngar, C

7. ‘Sam Ornitz, Frank Scully, Oliver H. P. Garrett, Lillian’ aellman,
" 'Boris Ingster; John Howard Lamon, Lester';,Gele .”Joel Sayre, and -

Diseontmued Technical Surveillance on thi Ame.ziean You‘bh for j‘ RPN

“Wggoond  anniversary dixmer“ A

( 61—’7’7’7 —34—182)
In Mareh 1945 # the’ Natlonal Federation for Censtitutmnal Liberhes

- (100—11’70»298) N A R g
' According to the Jamary 30, 1%6 issue of tbe Daﬂy T%rker,, Lmscn

,.'_"I met very much t.e demonstrate mthmrtlcular e@hasz.s the rcle
: of the Hegro in American life. Since our history has been written’

by white historians and since no influential ones have been from .. . - . -
*“the South, the contribution of the Ee@o pecgle and thelr leaders S e

In this artiéle, Lam'son was describad as "one ef Ameriea”s matstanding |

histonans, author of the authcr:itative theater a_nd techniqﬂe ef plmitmga R
L ‘and a su8cessful scx'ean wm.ter"«. o R
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, On- Femary 7, 191;7, accordmg te a highly confidential sourceﬁ- :
- Lon Harris, 4215 Troost Avemie, North Hollywood  California, a free lance
writer and producer. as well:as a known Gommunist, contacted John Howard -
Lawson and told Lawsen that he was 1eav:.ng for Bnglend st the end of %

month.” The source advised that Lawson and Harris are close friends.
this same regard/dn Felruary 14, 1947, another highly confidential sou ce,
8, crophone| survéTllance on the Sovie‘b Consulate los Angeleoznreporbed .
at Lou Harris called at the Russian Wcé Consulate ele :
- there met Eugene Pavlovich Tumantsev, Soviet Consu, Harris an mm‘%sev
- %tallked for approximately one hour during which time Harris pointed .out that
. the writers in the motion picture Andustry had a very dif:t‘icult time pre=’ g
. ' senting "progz‘ess::.ve ideas" in their stories inasmich as the producers were
- gquick to delete them. . Harris commented that he was 1eaving on Petmuary 26,
947, for London from Nen York €ity on a musiness tripXénd asked Twaantsev
, whetfm' he 'should, "wai} and 'see what happens® or- apply imme: ely for a-
\ ' visa to enter PolandjilAccording to the informant, Harris- and}Qunantgev -

appeared quite congenigl - and the latter evinced considerable erest in-the - ;
' mat:.on p:.cture mcmstry ;j,;s}\ (100-240334—6) e
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.. this connection Csptain 6. b. ¥ullens of the Birminghem Pﬁ.im M&rmﬁ e
. ghated that lavson was defsnéeé dy & lawyer namsd Aerold Reloton from Hev Tosk.

’ ‘information regarding AHlemander I. : scalia, rgporiedly elso errentod vitk

- @liby. He val Tery active im 1934 snd 1935 in Plrmingham end was arrégbed W
 the éBi?minghm Police on May 17, 1934. Uhile in Birminghem, ho contocted

ﬁemmy @il’bert %lf, a eanﬁ&@n&iaﬁ imfomn% @ﬁ‘ the Fos. &g@l@s

. “ei'i’ﬁ.cs,, ambe& that at & lectuve im Jame,. 1%3, before & school of the Ef@m@
‘of fmsrices Writess, Devoon stated that on the day that Sasco and Vensoe$es
" were oxzecuted im Nassathusetbs, Augmel 27, 1927, he, Laveon hed boen ssrosted

in Boston for picketing the State Capitel. Yith vogard o thin solf-admtited

 arrest of fewsem, the informant staled that Zavson becams o lobor pgitater

meny yeers ago amd vent to Bimninghom, Alobama, to parbicipate in & strike

. .in the stéel mille in shat aity in 1934, Aeeoﬁing %o confidential info¥mpnt -
. _&arvey Gilbert Welf, Iaamw vas arrosted on May S
erimina} 1ibel growing out of an article mhieh was wrilten by Lavsen in tho
- Ohaily Yorker®, Beuv York City Commanist newepaper,. defending o @ommis% :

1%, 1934, on a chexrge of

organiser, Harold Rolston. §& is obsorved that Zavson®s ﬁﬁ num‘ber Lg-
3021790 =2nd that his record in thig mgafﬂ roflects that he wog arrosied im

. Birpinghen ob Hey 17, 1934, by ‘the Birninghsn Police Eapaf%&em% oa %h@ eh&f@@
of beoing ¢ fommmist. To was ?eleaaea on %ha mm@ d@go N :
(100=24499=3.56 pp 69°& 70)

0fficor Harless of %ﬁo mminm ?@Xiae mms mza&eﬁ &aﬁ
£olloving infornstion With regard %o the orrest of Iavsom in Biroinghan, -

Alsbema, May 17, 1934, EHarless ssid that he recslled tha® the police broke

up & Commmnist meeting ab vhieh Imwson wes: pmeenﬁ wod thet Bowvson wos.Shog
furned over $o Officer 4. F. Hosor and Officer P. €. Cole ARE vere m mg o
Gonmuni 6% notters ab the €ims for the Birminghen Pelise Bepartmont.

He also vecalled that o wemen named Jeme Spood, & vell-lmova Germunist.” ,
erganigor, vas also present at thé mooting at vhich Bowson vas we%e;é, : ‘Eha
reeords of the Birminghom Pelice Department i’nrthe? revooled the f@lmxﬂm;“

EBauson: %ﬁs men io'an Internationel Zabor Defemse Attormey from Wou

sevorel lewyers in an effort to secws thely services ia resding pords of o
the Internaticngl iabor Defonse. %his pap 16 very high im the. &@mwzisﬁ E?e:srtzro

His Bimin@m polise num‘bef' is %26589“. (100«=24499=177)

fﬁa@ Hw Yark Qimsa m@?gm @on%a&n@ﬁ ‘km wizﬁ.@l@a mg&f&%?i& @3@ :

& confamzwe ‘bs’mmen Ur. Lawm and five e‘khsr %‘Iw Yorkers an@. W f.@a
‘Gcmissi@ner of Public Safety &b €ity Heldd

. that.on Hay 17, 1934, Lavson wae belen- in‘&e custody by polisn, f ;
.-pho%o@aphad and released. This ar%iele, referrod to ohove, aama ma@f 1@,

- ‘%he srticle further mva&le& | ‘-.' ,

1934, f5 5180 in the Wevw York ¥imss filen. ?hﬁ charges, in @mﬁa&me&z wiﬁh

& pm‘bliea.tiem that appeam& in the Bmilgr %?ker in vhich'a’ &isé@m@an@x‘ @mxz-&

_.‘,,.,-55@; SRR




