) JFK Assassination System
Identification Form

Date:

5/13/201

A—gency Information

AGENCY: FBI
RECORD NUMBER: 124-90143-10300
RECORD SERIES : - HQ
AGENCY FILENUMBER: 100-370750-126
Document Information
ORIGINATOR: FBI
FROM: HQ
TO:
TITLE :
DATE: 09/13/1947
PAGES: 26
SUBJECTS :
JOHN HOWARD LAWSON
DOCUMENT TYPE : PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT
CLASSIFICATION :  Unclassified
RESTRICTIONS: 4.
CURRENT STATUS :  Redact
DATE OF LAST REVIEW : 10/09/1998
_ OPENING CRITERIA:  INDEFINITE
COMMENTS : MEMO

eleazed under the Jahn F.

ennedy Azzazzination Records

Collection dct of 1332 [44 USC
P07 Mote], CazeftWW 64578
gt 12-14-2002

- V9.l

WV 64578 Docld:32338882 Page 1

31



| NV 64578

1 um
AMATIOR eemm |
¢ -?\mr.iz_g:g:ma

Docld:32338882 Page 2



in 1919, thig marriage terminating in divarca in 1925 and- resulting in ong
$on.  ‘lawgon is presently married to Susan Bdmund ‘Lawson from which marriage

 a gon and a daughter have resulted. Lawson, according to the book, claims.

he is a member of the Couneil of the Authors league. of America, & former '
President of the Screen Writera Quild and a m:embar of *hhe League af ‘

,' ' American Writerm .

Further, alippinga in,aludeé in tlw alnmni filas of the William

- calleg@ revoaled the following itemaz

' e Qetabar 15, 1936, Thwson ma on the Adviaary Board of the

Dramatist Play Serviceg Iﬂﬂo s 938 Bdgt 38th Street, New York City; .
established by the Dramatist GQuild of t.ha Authority League of Americas .
March, 1936, 1awson testified béi’?re,
the. Bramatxst‘%g}uild of America in oppo: ition. to the.Duffey Biﬁ}l designed
to medernize. the 1969 copyright laws, - In May; 1937, he produced a plaj
entitled “March Song" dealing with & sitadown strike in an auto 'factoryo

. ”i'he home addrasa of Iawson wag given ag 2270 Laurel Ganyon Eoulevard 5

1 e)llywood ». California; business address 7210 Santa Monica }aoulevard 5 E.Oé |
) Ang&lea; 'permanent addreaa Morichea‘
’,‘(100-24499-229) L ‘

’,« ong Island g oucupaticn, playwrightu

Whots Who, 1946~1947 raflscts that Lawson also wrote Succaﬁs Stery,

. 1932 ;~ "I‘h@ Pur if Haart, 19343 G@ntlewomahg 19343 Marehing Song 1937; 5

" Theory and ‘Tachnique of Playwriting; 1936. . It was also gaid that. r@vcenﬁ

motien pictures of lawson were Action.in: the North Atlantic,, 1943,

” uahara 0 1945, and Counterattack, 19450

¢ 7 4g 40 be noted that Lawson 4s. presently a frea lanca vmiter and’

hisg most raa@m‘; mai‘.ion picture is ”&maah vp, 2

- 1eg g &
' member af tha Gemnunis'a Parﬁya Em%evar & reliable infcmant iﬁen‘hified

in tha fall of 1944, anson,, ‘under cath, denied hhat

" p
“the a.rtia'ea cf all varie’cies “4n. Ho :

‘st Farty frae‘bien among

QDlséontlnueo pald confidential. 1nformant of TA office, William Hyhes LAB)
ma smrn staﬁement whi“ : ‘@na Va.le gave to. the Jeint Faetg s

3 House- Patents aommitte@ Haaring fér :
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Commusiist circles in %mllymm when she was in the Communist ﬁ}arty and that
in Communist meetings, Lawson had stated that Communist propagands must be
integrated into all screen plays.

Immﬁ.ﬂga of the Plenary mamma of the Fational G@m&tw@ of ithe
Communist Party were held on June 28 and b 1941, ¥Wi1liem Z. Footer,

-James ¥. Ford, Alexander Biitelman and "mumercus other high ranking

Communist leaderswere alleged to be in atiendance and John Howard

Lawson was alleged o have attended iLhose meetings as & delegats

from calim'amia,(lﬂemo furnished to Chicago Office by Col. Walter L. Fuhershaw,
rep of the Carnegia Ill, Steel Co. 100=24499-3)

In 1941, the Commmist Party was in the precess of mangning
its Districts throughout the eouniry as well as reorganising its
structural setup. District ¥Wo. 13 was to include all of the States
of California and Mevada, and ‘was to have centralized offices at
12). Haight Sireet, San Francleco, as well as in Los Angeles. The.

San Prancisco @ffice of District Fo. 13 was to be headed by Steve ﬁelson
:and Botty Camneit wss to be the Orgsnizational Secretery.

John Howard Leawson and Herbert Biberman were to contrel the

Pf‘ %&nmamm&al work in the Hollywood Ares. (Confidential informant Harrv* J.
a

sgraff of Chicago Office., 100-16227-20 p 5).

In 1941, data and information Irom Mexico City to MNew York and
return was allegedly handled by a courier system with & person named

- Kathryn Burke being Chief Birector of Courier Operations. She

reportodly acted as a contact for Gale Sondergsard, wife of Rerbert
Biberman, Iirector and Producer, and close ussoclate of Jolm Howerd meg
who handled the material at Los Angeles. All material from

Los fingeles and the Pacific Coast being sent 1o New York City was

carried by Jobhn Howsrd Lawson who veporiedly made frequent trips to

Hew York. Allegedly when Lawrson errived in Wew York, Wew

Tork, he lmmediately went 1o 'the office of the League of American
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guidance of the Gcsnmimw, %o a:cplou names of 5.mportam. individuals in the
© furtherance of the Communismt Party line. It has been stated "that

the program of the Hollywood Demooratic Commlttee was not omly parallel with

that of the Communist Party line, but that the organization was dominated

and inspired by persons of a (":cmmuniat character, including Jolm Howsrd

Lawwn. (Confidential Informant Harvey Gilbert .Jolf of the Los Angeles
'Office (10C-197270-2)

Acoording to articlss appearing ig the Les mgelas newspapers,
the Bollywood Lrta, HSeiences and Professions Council of the Progressive
Citigens of America, formerly known as the Hollywood femocratic Committee,

- held a five day conference at the Beverly Hills Hotel, commencing Wednesday
evening, .July ¢, 1947. ‘they ammounced that the purpose of the
conference was to examine current restrictione on medis of expmssion
in the United States, and that the theme of the conference was
Pohought Control in the United States." Hr, Howard Eoch, writer
and former chairmsn of the Hollywood Writers Hobilization and
author of the screen version of - asion to Moscow," reporiedly
introduced John Howard Lawson as one of the main speakera
on the program. Hoech identified Lawson ag one of the country's
forempst scholars and one who had just complatm a four volums - "ﬁiamry
of the United States.® (100-24499-401) ‘

e A e e e e

The Rallywom Writers ﬁs&;«iliaation was formed very soon

aftar the attack on Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1941, and wag

- s@gtablished by persons who were most active in the League of
American Writers. According to information contained in reporis of
the Joint Faot-Pinding Committee, Culifornia Leglslature, based
on information developed in connestion with interviews condudted
of Hollywood writers in October, 1944, the Hollywood Writers
Hobilisation was under the control of the Comrupistg and had numerous
contacts to supply the pictures which wers baing mlemed in the
liberated countries, (100-102217-14) ‘ ‘

N > ’

- 10 -

g
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S i?}r; thea bapk ,ib B pamphlé‘
T -'_;;Pao;:}.wa ao:mitmﬁ e m Tﬁm &v«m‘

.‘Ihe xmm cf John Zwﬁam Lawson iﬁ imludedo (

' . It haa baev charged that ﬂhs chieh ”eo;z 4@“:; Gommitta@g: ol
whi.rzh develoned into. ph@ cnx'mxxt ar;;,aniwtien knovm:as the ﬁmer&can

-Jewish-Labor Council aa a unmmunis' Pwpirsd\grvupa (Monroe Steirnber: ﬁjcdﬁﬁg '
Jniormant of hY Ofi . . y e gl

( ) SRS : \ In T»h@ F.: p PRt L7 S ' ppe
O m.tacking the TFederal® Burmm ef ,invemigatmn in the form -of statement@

.. of various menbers of the Cltizens Committes for Harry Bridges released
-7 7 by the. Committes. headquarters at 1265 Broaduny, New York City. - Incluﬁed ._’
", among individuals commenting on the conduct of the Bridges hearing
L4 and-the activitigs cf ‘the  IBI was Jcim Heward Lawacm,, “ﬂawmuht' Lo
.. and. screen mlt@m : ('39—cn ’—1’482) - ;

R R It hae ’bean alleced mw Jahn I{crmm L&wsan Waa a .
apausor of the Schappes Dalense Committee which was. founded [
. ¥ew York City in July, 1941, o raise funds for and Melp’ pramcu‘ee
- the defense of Moryis U.. scha.ppm former Cily Collége instructor
. who wae sentenced to & prisvn term. .m the State Penitentiary. foz?
. perjury arising out of m 1941 induiry into Communism inm . - -
. educational: ins‘citwtmmo The:express purpose of. the Gommitte@
L a@s set forth in. oneof “iis mmghl@w wag. "o heélp:provecute the~. = . .
. 'r}lasral ‘defensa; 1o mqmmt ‘the labor movament; ‘the educationsl’ mrld mzcl 100-2
i the goneral public with the isouss ihvolved in this: cdsey o raise funds T p p 4
~ - for. mewd““anae arid 1o haly Schappss support thuge . dependent’ zman him.n. v A
. ( rash coverage ‘6n officé of Labor Research AuSOClatlon, 80 E 11th: St. NYC)
» ““ha name of John Howard Lawson apya&md ag 4 gponsoy on &
IO c&rcular digtrimted by the Amorican Youth For. Bamcmcya 1)6'7 ﬁz'aaéwayp
1T petrodty i.chiga ~‘~dn‘t@d hecembar 20, 1'945"‘ % ; ,
SO (51 ¢7-15 279, - R eSS
T e 5 Fe According to.a p&mphwt iasued by‘ Lh@ Loa Angﬁema ”Ea'orkeres E}ahoclg' _
s .Joﬁn ﬁmrd Lawson, ‘together with Albert ¥alts and other: invited lect turess,
" were to be the instructors at the course emtitlea,, "The American n@mr:cmtic: T
" ‘fradition, " an eight week course, -tuition {3, - e courso was to be. g&v&m
- at the Unitarian Churoh, - 2936 West 8th .:tm@tg Los, Angaleso O£ a1 the -
;J,coum@s tauaght at the Wormm schiml, &ccording, to' thi&' pmp“:letg : thg,gs m& ;

~

‘r\f"""") r‘nr
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thae- only one - not being taught at t.h Workera 8eh001 propsx' 1oca.ted at 212 <L
Test 3rd Strect, Log Angles. ' This courso, according to the booklet, *will
be a lecture courde dealing writh the decisive periods im tho history of our
ration; the democratic conditiona. throughout the developmont of oux paoplea
Beginning with the colonial pericd, ths cowrse will trace the ‘grotrth,
problens and dovelopments of tho American tradition during the pericd of
“$he Givil War and, recon&trnetiom it will deal aldo with the agrarian populiat
S ‘movamsnt, the Firgt World War and the prezs@nt war for national gurvival,?
} Tt is to be noted that this is not the same 'cowrde’ that tms given by mwaon -
" at the gchood for the League of American Efriters, entitled, *0ur Democratie
Horitage." - ¥he Los Angeles Vdrkers School, founded in 1939, aecording ‘bo ’
, the pamphlot, bases its studiea on the various teachings “in soeial’ .
. 8¢ioncoe ¢ sMarxion. . .the thsory ‘and practiva of the working clags-end tho
f ‘ '"»pfaople'st movenont throughout histery.t %he éntiro board of thé V"orkarg)
- School are Gemmunioto, accarding Lo & confidential informant, who also | .
‘ . indicated that thisc school is the educational plaﬂt ‘for the Communiate
- in Los. Angeles Countye (Confldential mformcmt Harvey Gllbett ?.’olf
(100-24499=234 p 6) - LA-Offies) o
pril, 1946, the Motion Pictura Allianca, 159 ‘South Beveriyr
 Drive, B&mﬂy Eills, Califernia, an anti-Gomaunist group, publishod a -
. . pomphlet indieating that it desired to acquiint the memb@rahip Witta vfba%
; w CWad@ Lawson“ raprewenta. 'fhe pamphlcat. get’ foz'thg

\ A ”?he fallm'ring parﬁial liat of Gﬁm"aﬁ@ Lamon'o affﬂi&tions ané
- - activities is condensed from the official report of the Comitteo
 on Up-American Activities of the U. §. House of Repressntatives,
- Bvery organization and publication mentioned in thie 1list wag
-established to the satisfaction of the Committes as either &
Gomxmist i‘ront, or Gammtmiat controlleds T

. yember of tho American Commitbes o save Rafugeea (Eomer Qov.
« ot Herber‘b Lo Lolman' of Wew York withdrew as a speakor at a banquet
‘ " from this group, giving as his reason th—.at organizationa Gpongore=
ing it wero Gommuni@t fronts)o '

. "8igned. Opan Lattar to Preeident Roosevei%.‘t demanding that wa
"declarg war on F:l.n?lama R

_“zzember of Amerie&n Gcmi%ee fur Antinﬁaai Semzsen. -

nSponsor of Amearican Peace Mobilization whieh pickoted - the mzit@ o
House during the Eitlernstalin paet advocating No Aid to Britaﬂ.ne
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ﬁational Génmii.ttee. "‘hese meemng ,:, atfi’,ended by V. J. Jerome, head of the
. Party's 'cultural commission,' heard the Lawson report on the grmvth of -

Conmunism in Hollywood, including. ‘,.* SR ; S,

. Lavson's success in racrulting stars, ,Writers and other Holly—-
wood figures to the ranks of the Connnunist Party. . é‘ o

) _"2. me extent oi‘ mnd-rais:.ng among a‘cars who gava mmwy ta the
innumerable Red I‘ronts. S _ ,

3 The abj.l:.ty of the Hollywood comrades to inject t”m 'party
" . line' into various movies in studios. where the Reds had .
influence.% . (100—-?4499-—A) c

C " On June 1, 1947,.an article appeared 1in - "The Worker“ entitled,
"Brig. Gen. Evans F. Carlson, Hero in War and Peace;" written by John .
' Howard Lawson.  The article eulogized the greatness of Carlson and cone- R
‘cluded with the statement, "Like the men who died. at Makin and Guadacanal, . .7
‘he gave his life to make his country.and the world free. E&hile ‘We mourn
_his loss, we - pledm ourselves ta ccntinuea the fig,ht. A

(100—242115, L
VII. CRIMIN’AL PJJ,CGRD

‘”‘nere is an unverlfled rsport that at a lecture in June, 1942,

- before a school of the League of American Writers, Lawson stated that on
the day that Sacco and Vanzetii were executed in Massachusetis, August 27,
1927, he, Lawson had been arrested in Boston for picketing the Stat.e S
~ Capitol. It is further alleged, Lawson was arrested on May 17,
1934, on a charga of ‘ecriminal-libel growing out of an article:
~ which was written by Lawson . ‘in the Daily Worker, described.as a, Communist
east coast organs.. dei‘endln & " Cormunist cr anizer ’I H%rol Ro ston.
(100-244/9 156 pp. 69°& 70) Harvey Gilbert Wolt, ¢ 0% ANgeSes.
. It is observed that the New York Tj.mes morgue refers to two :

Aart:Lclas regardlng the. arrest of Lawson. . The first article .dated July 6,

‘
2

. 1934, reflects that Lawson was arrested at Birmingham, Alabama, on -that

date and released under- bond of $300 to- appear in the Recorder's Court .

the following day. ~The arrest repor tedly followed a- conference between
" Lawson and five other New Yorkers and W. Q.- Downs, Commissioner.of Public

Safety at C:.ty Hall at Birmingham l’he article further revealed that on
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