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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
DETROIT NEW YORK 4/27/62 3/30 - 4/26/C2
TITLE OF CASE . REPORT MADE BY v TYPED BY
HARVARD E. HEYSTEK fop
TEIgi‘.LCRIHINAL "COLMISSION"; CHARACTER OF CASE

]

DETROIT DIVISION |
| . AR - CONSPIRACY

REFERENCES: Bureau airtel to New York, 3/29/62.
New York airtels to eau, 4/3/62 and 4/6/62

L

Orizinal and cne copy of a letterhead menmorandun
characterizing informants utilized in instant report.

ENCLOSURES: TO EUREAU:

LEADS:

. DETROI'T |
At Detroit, Michigan:

1. ¥ill follow and report evidence of personal meetings
or communications by JOSDPH ZERILLI or WILLIAM TOCCO with menbers.

- of the "Commission™ in other areas. N
APPﬁéVED A 1/2" S A AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
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| 92k 21/
3 - Bureau (Buc. 2) :
SEARCHED :
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INFORMANTS:
Identity of Agent to Whonm
Source . Date . Furnished. .
CG T-1 is |
CG €La3-C% « 9/8/59 —
DE T=1 1is
L2 370~C 10/21/55 PALMER M. WEE <r/
- 11/30/55 . "
1/23/58 "
1/21/59 "
12/12/59 .on
11/20/69 "
11/23/G0 "
1/14/61 "
3/11/61 "
- 6/24/61 "
8/5/61 "
9/10/61 "
DE T=2 is
BE 715-C 1/8/58 JOSEPH E. ISEMAN
DE T-3 is 3/24/58  JOSEDH E. ISEMAN
Forper PCI ‘ ‘ JAMES L. SHANAHAN
EDVARD KIZVINSKI
YE T-4 is
PTE CTALLTS
SHLRUAN 3/31/58 JOSEPE E. ISEMAN
PE T=-5 is
DE §78=C 8/27/61 ROBERT N. FITZP
10/11/61 " /
10/25/61 " ’
11/22/61 n '
, | 11/30/61 "
\ 1/10/62 "
2/28/62 "
DE T-6 is I{I -
CANLTEN NITCUELL  1/15/58 GEORGE L. BLUE
w v
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¥D-204 (Rev. 3-3-89)

SN .
o TwlT  STATES DEPARTMENT Or34US CE
) e . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
: Copy to:

Report of: SA BARVARD B, HEYSTCLX Office: PERTROIT, MICHIGAN
Date: April 27, 1962 :
Fielcll Office File No.: 02914 ’ Bureau File No.:
Title: .

THE CRIMINAL "CQMMISSION";

ETAL,

PETROIT DIVISION
Character: .

ARTI-RACKETEERING « CONSPIRACY
Synopsis: '

- - Chicago source furnished information describing JOSEPH
ZERILLI cof Detroit 23 a menber of the '"Commission',
Potroit gources aavised ZEDRILLI is tho final authority

e denwsreTuyd on e 1. 4 I "H 419, -~ " A
it matters involving the Dotroit "Syndlceatoe, Identitles

and addresscs of past and present Yelder stntcsmen",
their sons, and individuals identificd with the Detroit
"3yndicate" set out. Ko prezent information available
frou nztroit sources as to menbership in "Causa Nostra®
or identities of "button mén", “'carvoregima'", or
“"consuleri' activities of the Detroit "ﬁyndicate" include
numbers operatlon racing infornation service, barbute,
crap games, cerd g&mcs and shylochking. JCSIPH ZERILLI
admits being in vicinity of JO3EDP DANRARA's home on
date of Apelachin nmceting:, 11/14/57, but denied having
knowledge of neeting or intention of attending. Ietroit -
sources report highly organized and c¢isciplined criuirnal
operation douainated by ZERILLY and “clder statesmen™

who received o shere ¢l the proceeds.

«-P =
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This document contains nei her recommendatinns nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
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_—Fobuffed by the Jewish panblera who had ties with Cleveland

""" and ¥Yast Comst Sicilians, but might be afraild ef losing

controi to the Sicilians, 7The gource cxpreased the opinion

that it migiat be necessary to ''clip" one or two of those

Jewish ganblers in order to comvince them that the younger

men mcant business. The source added that there appeared

t0 be a closer liaison between the Detroit Sicilians and

thoso in Chicago and other cities than there had beea in
recent yemxrs.

\
Source advised on 3eptexber 10, 1961, that the
"outfit" was aware that HIKE RUBINO was then & "hot package",
(being under investigation in a National Bankruptcy Act cuase),
Source maid that for that reason RURINO no longer had any
speciiic duties and had assumed about the samue position as
AHGLLQ ﬁLLI, JOHN PRIZICLA, ad other “older statesnea®.

/, ~

Nw‘ , Source: IR T8 ’7/&’ & N5 RPN

Source &dviged om Jaauary 8, 1958, that in hisg
epinion, there existed n “Hafia controlled" group generally
~ known ag the ”“yndicate". He said JOE ZIRILLY was regarded
— 28 the top man and that next to him would be WILLIAN TCCCO.
Source said that he was convinced that ZERILLI had the final
\word in gettling local disputes, was & top policy maker,in
Petroit, and wag & man of influence anong “Hafis membhera"
throughout the country.
f’f-ww\w PC s RSCY NP P
Source:’ DE T«8 pzhovw~ﬁ¥%hb'44“”*& —=he
Source adviged on March 24, 1958 that gambling in
Detroit was controlled by the "Italian Syndicate® and added
that the top mea were JOSEPH ZERILLY, ANGPELO MELY, WILLIAM
TOCCO, JOON PRYZICLA, MIKE RUBIKO, JCE "SCARFACE" ROMMARITO,
gnd PETR LICAVOLI. uource adviged that this syndicate
coatrolled the numbers racket te a8 large exient, as well as
handbooks, barbute, aad football poolg. Source added that
nrone of the top men named performed any dutics to big knowledge
that would link them to ganbling, but saild that they had
trusted lieutenants to do the aay to day work, maintain accounts,
gnd split up the proceeds.

Source: ﬁE Ted
Rource a.dvmed\on finrch 31, 1958, that he had been

exployed by the "“ynv<cate and that, in bis opinion,it cousisted
of PLTE LICAVOLI, WiL LL.A/T.}CCD, JOE ZERILLY, AHGELO MELI,

- 7 -
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JOTN PRIZIOLA, nnd possibly JOE DOMMANITO. Source said that

&8s far as be lmew moat oi/these wore wealthy nen who had

no direct conancction witlhy any of the active gaubling operations,
o identified the nen wid did the worlk and operated on a

¢atly basis for the "Sysdicaie" as MIKE RUBIRO, MAX STERN and
TONY GIACALONE.

-

Source: DE T=h A}ﬁ.Zﬁ}if;-A”v‘f$~;~~ :l“szi

Source advised on September 27, 1861, that without
qucstioa the "top guy" in Detroit was JOE ZLRILLI. Socuarce
said that nore or less in a direct line under ZINILLI were
“"BLACK BILL"™ TOCCO, "#APA JOAR" PRIZIGCLA, ARGELO MELY, JACKIE
TOCCO, TONY ZERILLY, HIGLE POLYIZZI, &nd TONY T30C0. Source
said that he had recently learned”rcllably' that all the
- Italian numbers houses in Detroit were then counected, Source
paid that RAFFATYLE QUASARANO met with other roprescentatives
o0f each of the ltalinn nuabers factions at the end of the
moath, at vhich tine each hougne munt bring its tapes which
are tahbulated and then thoe proceeds are divided., The source
— expressced the oplnion that such a wounthly division could only
have bcen ordered by an individual with the power asd stature
of JOE ZiRILLI, aad that the move wig nade nccessary in order
to stop the freguent raids made by various numbers houses in
recruiting successiul numbera pick up men fron other bhouses,
the overlapoing of bettors, and the wnggravating in~fighting
prevaleat in such business operations.
T hELE Tocisus
ve & list of the names, residences, and
identification numberz, wherce known, of the "elder statemmen”, -
a list of prominent sons of present zuad former "elder gtatesnen',
and nanmes, addreuses and identification nunmbers of individuals
identified by Detroit Sources as being connected with the
LICAVOLI- BOITIARITO group, the CORRALD group, and the PRIZIOLA-
POLIZZI group ian the Detrolt area,

"ELDER STATESMEN"

Neme and Identification

Humber Regidence
JOSIPH ZERILLI 702 HMiddleaex Road
Detroit Police Nepartment . Grosse bolnte park,
#11413 , Hichigan
WILLIAM "PLACR BRILL"™ TGICO . TE1 Biddlesex Rogod
Detroit Police Department Guosse Pointe pary, Hichigan
#13E17
ﬂgﬂ
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