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• ' tn- following in ----------------------------------------------------- ------ --------------------------- .-----------------
(Type in plaintext or code) ' ~----- —

AIRTEL__________________________ AIRMAIL______v_______ >
(Priority) ' ~

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ J----------------- J______

To: Director, FBI ATTENTION:

From:

Subject:

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (44-7341TX) CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
(C) GENERAL INVEST. DIV.

RICHARD^JLSDN.; a DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV.
”GOON SQUAD”,

LILLIAN RICHARDS - VICTIM 
CR

’ 'J

□DIH

□ Bomb Threats

□ CRA-64 =4-4 "
□ PA OPE OPF f'E

□ Extremist Matters
□ White Hate □ Black

Summary of Complaint:
On 4/12/73 GARY ROWE THOMAS, Attorney, Legal Aid 

Services, Fort Thompson, South Dakota, advised that he had 
received unconfirmed information indicating that LILLIAN RICHARDS, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, had been beaten by RICHARD WILSON’s 
"Goon Squad” and required hospitalization.

LILLIAN RICHARDS subsequently interviewed by Special
Agents of the FBI"and advised that she had not been beaten, 
intimidated, or coerced by RICHARD WILSON, his ’’Goon Squad”, 
anyone officially or unofficially connected w^thythe Oglala- 
S ioux Tribal Council. y y - A’ / /

or

i

■ i

ACTION; \UACB:
24 1973 0

■ ■ Jasaeegjjjjjgj2 j- Bureau tN° father action being taken and 
(Entm^SU^fc) LHM enclosed Copy furnished to USA, Sioux Falls, 

1 - Minneapolis □ FD-376 (enclosure to LHM) South Dakota
TJM:sks 
(3)

[-J LHM being submitted 1 - Departmental Attorney, 
O Report being submitted Civil Rights Division , United

□ Preliminary investigation instituted States^^purtment of
□ Limited investigation instituted JUSsnut^ nwO-a dg6 ’

Approved-CLA
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

NWS8M2 Docld:3298M86 Page 5



RICHARD WILSON;
’’GOON SQUAD”,
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA;
LILLIAN RICHARDS - VICTIM

Copies of this communication are being furnished 
to Departmental Attorney, Civil Rights Division, United 
States Department of Justice at Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
and to the United States Attorney, District of South Dakota, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

On April 12, 1973, Gary Rowe Thomas, Attorney, 
Legal Aid Services, Fort Thompson, South Dakota, advised 
that he had received uncomfirmed information indicating 
that Lillian Richards, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, had been 
beaten by Richard Wilson’s "Goon Squad" and required 
hospitalization.

Richard "Dick" Wilson is the duly elected 
President of the Oglala-Sioux Tribal Council, 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, and in this 
position he has taken a strong stand against 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) and its 
objectives. Impeachment action has been taken 
against Wilson on numerous occasions by members 
of the Tribal Council sympathetic to AIM, and 
his removal has been a primary objective of 
AIM at Wounded Knee, South Dakota. He and his 
supporters, commonly referred to as his "goon 
squad", have been the subjects of numerous 
civil rights complaints that have been made 
during the negotiations at Wounded Knee.



M»rc^ # Nine Crasy Horse housing devel^^^Ht,
^Fhisiied the following signed statement: j < ।

"Pine Ridge, S. D. 
~ May 3, 1973

"1, LILLIAN RICHARDS, have advised THOMAS J 
MOORE, JR and MARVIN J BRACKEN who have identified 
themselves as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation that I have not been beaten or 
intimidated by anyone officially or unofficially 
connected with the Ogala Souls Tribal Government 
or Pine Ridge law enforcement officials. No one 
has attempted to coerce me to support the Ogala 
Souls Tribal Council.

s/"LILLIAN RICHARDS

"Witness:. s/THOMAS J. MOORE, Jr, Special Agent, EM 
s/MARVIN J. BRACKEN, Special Agent, F.B.I,"

ln,er''iewed on----- 5/3/73-------------- gl-Plne -Ridge-, South Dakota-™6 #—MP-44*734--—

SA MARVIN J. BRACKEN
^A THOMAS -Ji-MOORE, -Jr . : sao------ D°»e -----5/8/73

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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RICHARD WIX/SON; 
"GOON SQUAD”,
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA; 
LILLIAN RICHARDS - VICTIM

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency.

- 3* -
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- F B1 ;
S I-Date: 4/15/73 ' I

. . \ I
Transmit the following in___ ______________ 1----------------- -- --------------------------------------------------!

- (Type in plaintext or code) j

Via ^~^IPTEL_____ _____________ AIR MAIL - REGISTERED_________________ |
- (Priority) ।

To: Director, FBI ATTENTION:

From: SAC, Minneapolis (44-723)0 DO CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
~GENERAL INVEST. DIV.

Subject: □ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV.
.OGLALA.. -Si OWL-TRIBAL CHAIRMAN 
CIVIL RIGHTS

RICHARpWlLSON

. CRA-64
□ PF

Extremist Matters 
ZJ White Hate □ Black

Summary of Complaint: This Investigation was predicated upon 
a complaint by BARBARA MEANS on 4/11/73, at which time she advised that she 
had determined from various sources that Tribal Chairman WILSON had issued 
orders prohibiting any gathering of more than two individuals on the 
reservation for any purpose whatsoever, and that this order was to prevent 
the gathering together of anyone in opposition to WILSON’s Tribal Government.

On 4/14/73, the Acting Principals of both Manderson and Porcupine 
Day Schools were contacted and denied knowledge of any orders, written or 
oral, prohibiting the gathering of individuals on the reservation. ’

Division, 
facts and 
there was

ACTION:

On 4/14/73, Departmental- Attorney R. DENNIS ICKES, Civil Rights 
Department of Justice at Pine Ridge, was advised-of the above 
stated that he would decline prosecution in this matter because 
no substantive violation and no Federal violation.
UACB: REG-76 . nu-inr

5 CXt^E-L'HM enclosed Copf Washed to USA sioux Falls, s.p.
FD-376 (enclosure to’TffM) Attorney

Bureau (enc. LHM being submitted .—

BDC:wkb 
(3)

Approved:

is □ Report being submitted
□ Preliminary investigation instituted 
[□ Limited investigation instituted

Sent

4 23 1973

Hl



' if

In Repfyi. Please Refer to 
FiloNo^ Mp 44_723

$

L , .TED STATES DEPARTMENT OE .JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OE INVESTIGATION

, Minneapolis, Minnesota
y S'

’• . April 15, 1973 '' /

* 1 , * - ,
% * / ■ ' *

RICHARD WILSON *
OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN r

On April 11, 1973, Barbara Means advised that she had 
determined from various sources that Tribal Chairman Richard Wilson 
had, issued orders prohibiting any meetings of more than two indi
viduals on the reservation for any purpose whatsoever, and that 
this order was to prevent the gathering together of any opposition 
to Wilson’s Tribal Government. She further stated that copies of 
this order had been served upon the principals of the Manderson Day 
School and the Porcupine Day School.

On April 14, 1973, the Acting Principals of both schools 
were contacted and denied knowledge of any orders, written or 
verbal, prohibiting the gathering of individuals on the reservation.

On April 14, 1973, Departmental Attorney R. Dennis Ickes, 
Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice at Pine Ridge, was 
advised of the above facts and stated that he would decline prose
cution in this matter because there was no substantive violation 
and no Federal violation. '

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency.

NW 68262 Docld:3B89686’• Page 10



FI>365 Ov. 8-9-71)

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

To: Director; FBI

F B I

Date: 4/13/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

ATTENTION:

From: SAC,- MINNEAPOLIS (44-721HK CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

Subject: RICHARD 
UNSUBS; 
SISTER .

(C) GENERAL INVEST. DIV.

3 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV
—1 . . a, 3

□ EL

□ Bomb Threats

Y^ONNEALY - VICTIM "7

□DIH ■ □ CRA-64
□ PA □ PE 

□ Extremist Matters
□ PF

□ White Hate □ Black

mmary of Complaint:
On 4/10/73, at the negotiating session with the 

occupants of Wounded Knee, S.D. , MARK LANE, an attorney for 
the occupants, complained to Departmental Attorney R. DENNIS'- 
ICKES that Sister JOY, a nun at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in
Porcupine, South Dakota , was beaten by members of the "goon
squad", who allegedly operate on the reservation.

On 4/13/73, victim was interviewed and advised that 
she was attacked by two, possibly three men about three weeks 
prior to this date. She advised that one of these men hit her 
on her temple with his hand or fist, knocking her unconscious.. 
She advised that she does not know the identity of these men
but she might be able to recognize them if she saw them again.

ACTION: UACB:

2 h Bureau 
y (Enc. 6)

No further action being taken and H / /
□ LHM enclosed Copy furnished to USA Sioux Falls 

□ FD-376 (enclosure to LHM) and Special Assistant
1 - Minneapolis □ LHM-being submitted Attorney General CARLTON
JEB:/Wmo ( □ Report being submitted STOIBER, Civil Rights

V ’ □ Preliminary investigation institutedD^v:!isi?11’
SNClOAHPR □ Limited investigation instituted ° us lce

Approved: n
gent in Charge

Sent

^IW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 11
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MP 44-721

The victim advised she submitted a report of this 
incident to Officer COATES of the BIA Police, Martin, 
South Dakota. , *

She advised that she does not want to make a 
civil rights complaint. ’ .

2 -

68262 Docld:32389686 Page 12



Ih Reply,'. Please Refer to
File No, MP 44-721

unite: States department of just.^e

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
April 13, 1973

•RICHARD WILSON;
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;

^SISTER JOY CONNEALY - VICTIM

On April ,10, 1973, at the negotiating session with the 
occupants of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, Mark Lane, an 
attorney for the occupants, complained'to Departmental 
Attorney R. Dennis Ickes that Sister Joy, a nun at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church in Porcupine, South Dakota, was. 
beaten by members of the "goon squad," who allegedly 
operate on the reservation.

On April 13, 1973, Sister Joy Connealy was interviewed 
and advised that she was attacked by two, possibly three men 
about three weeks prior to this date. She advised that one 
of these men,hit her on her temple with his hand or fist, 
knocking her unconscious. She advised that she does not 
know the identity of these men but she might be able to 
recognize them if she saw them again. Sister .Joy 
advised she.submitted a report of this incident to Officer 
Coates of the Bureau of Indian'Affairs Police, Martin, 
South Dakota.

She advised that she does not want to make a 
civil rights complaint.

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside.

.your agency.

NW ^8265 >Dpcld:32989S86 Page 13



0-70 (Rev. 3-28-72)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1*62 EDITION 
OSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM.

; Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division 
Acting ... .

: Director,-FBI _

DATE: 4/20/73

ATTENTION: CARLTON STOIBER
SPECIAL ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

SUBJECT: RICHARD WILSON; UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; SISTER JOY
CONNEALY - ’VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

Reference is made to memorandum dated---------------------------------
(your file).

dated--------- 4/13/73--------- at----- Minneapolis----------------------------------------

A. | | This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. | | The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received.

C. 1 | The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. | | Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. □ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. | | This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments.

G. ,| | This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc.

NOTE: In view of the victim’s statement, no further investigation will be 
conducted in this case unless specifically requested by the Depax'tment.

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 14



. • FD-365 (Rev. 8-9-71)

t

Transmit the following in

Vig AlRTEL

To:

From:

Subject:

Director, FBI

ICHARD WILSON 
Cgoqn squad” 
PINE RIDGE.

S

F B I

Date: 4/8/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL - REGISTERED
(Priority)

ATTENTION:

MINNEAPOLIS (44-715±XCIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
(C) GENERAL INVEST. DIV.

’ n DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV

. V^TWaTMARSHALL - VICTIM 
V\\ 0CIVIL RIGHTS

^□CR nEL 
/ -

□DIH

*

□ Bomb Threats □ Extremist Matters
' □ White Hate □ Black

Summary of Complaint:

On April 2, 1973, a resident of
Wounded^Knee, .Smith Dakota, complained to SA THOMAS R. PARKER 
that her daughter, FS’RNA MARSHALL, was beaten up and run over 
by a car by RICHARD WILSON’s "goon squad.”

□ CRA-64 - .
□ PA QPE OPF

.. Inasmuch as it does not appear that RICHARD WILSON, 
President of the Oglala Tribal Council, or any of his repre
sentatives had anything to do with the injuries tothe Victim, . 
and the Victim alleges that her injuries were a result of an 
accident, no further investigation is being conducted.

25 APR 14 1973
ACTION: UAGB:" . x '

further action being taken and ' ■
■/vreaU LHM enclosed pj Copy furnished to USA Sioux Falls,

CS* □ FD-376 (enclosure to LHM) South Dakota, and
™/J^nneapO1:LS □ LHM being submitted Departmental.Attorney, Civil 
(3) □ Report being submitted Department of

□ Preliminary investigation instituted 
________________□ Limited investigation instituted

Approved: __________
NW 68262 Docld:3298968^lSl

____ Sent 
e

M Per
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UNH. D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

■ In Repfy, Please Refer to 
’ '.File No. ■

Pine Ridge, South Dakota
U

< I
-April 8, 1973 ■

i.
! I

f. . RICHARD WILSON;
• ■ ’’GOON SQUAD"

PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
■ MYRNA MARSHALL - VICTIM i

'' The'following is the result of investigation 
? Wounded Knee, South Dakota, concerning alleged Federal 

* violations by various persons who were involved in the 
• •; .occupation of Wounded Knee. •

at

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed c-tside your 
agency.

::ij -7 ;.
-.t si- i......

NW DocteaBMSl Page 16 ' •' . . ;



>b-361 (hE£ ’' ’W 
./ 'A •' K ?•“?. 3*^' .

4'

■1?

V,
i

FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
. i

INVESTIGATION £

s.

1
Dale of transcription 4z^A3lJ.

During a conference ni; Wounded Kneoi yarldun lendefiii
occupied village of WM'nii1<?d iiiee requited to b® • 

bpcntacted by Federal Bureau of Inran Hgatlon Agimts to reporrti 
fwllat they believed to be Federal violations. As a result Of :

the

4 this renuost, Special Agents PAEyin .and YfSCIEn®. in the prsEiebont 
/ of BARBARA MEAHS, PJSDRO BISSCinm’E, and various otw r®sidi»ats , 
’; and occupants of Wounded Knee, obtained the following Informa** 

' tion, which could not necescarily bo sot forth in a signed > 
; statement duo to a tiwe elomont* XJrlor to receiving the 

following information, all thoao present were advised that th<ji
■ purpose of tho intervieyz was to obtain information regal'd Ing. 

possible federal violations and had no direct relation to
: other negotiations being conducted with other Covornment i.. : 

. officials regarding the armed occupation of th© ylllag© of , ' ' i
fWounded Knee.* : . ■ ■ .

•i/- •• - ■ EDITH worn®.® HORSE, rorident of Wounded Knee, ;
South Dakota, made available a handwritten note? to Special

■ .Agent FAREER containing the folf.Gwlug: : ;

, "I am rogues ting that an Im’aEjtlgatlaix niada . 
into, he to what liar. ha;nr-oi7-d to my dmsgh.toWj Dyruh 
Ka rtf-hall # Elbe may ba in hhr h'.’-pitnl, X uiuk? rotund 
from infcrrmtlon coring in i’xrci tho cutnide, that 
eh© had boon beaten up and run over- by a enr, by tJ.^ 

: goon skxtiad.

^or tier® info]rrn?:io?T.f «?•'••’tact bof Aunt, He’rey ■ 
Slew Bear at Entrl; Kni: j-r: in Xlhri? Mihp mul \ 
Also-Arlene Bid Bcm , who a >y Us at th© {Jchjinn 
Kokso . , -

”Sig'indt Edith Wounded HirrErii
"April 2, 1^73

"tfitiiecfidd:
’7s/ SA Thosths R Pmkau, Fir! 4/2/73”

Spacial Agent K/kno:r. state: to Kra. WCWTDO hct^E that this 
aW-Tiurrat would be transiuHt3:l to the appropriate officials nud

—iitUe.j;Kul£j^a_advJ.md-Joi—i ba-i’-atf ..J ta,--------- - ---------------------------------------- -

Interviewed on 4/2/73—-------- 0iJ?au?4$.

,, .SA JK&ra M.' WEfim and ; ■ . • ■- . ■
. .. ---------------------------;-----------------------Dole dictated---------- --------------4/4/7«i------

;. * fleh ducUhHM (CMiHhif nellhe? ^•edmhirridntiont nor conchulnni of Ihn l:ni. Il ft the properly of Iha FBI ond li looned lb vol" aqcfayf 

ynur aT2



. 4Lu •; 44 4.4 L 4 . - 4- • • Pr -"’K-’ 4:'1; 'yiPP ’ ’■ U
• ■•■■'. --: • •,. ■' ’• • ■'- ‘ •• • > •; . | . ^'fr : • , ‘ • r';- I .7 f. ... <•

-P RICHARD WILSON; ' ‘J- P <d:i y - " ' 4’'
: P. ”GOON SQUAD” ' ■ 1 - 4 -J . -H''

■ ’ PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA; ’ ' ■ '- •h - ^4 ppi -P u
: 4 ’.MYRNA MARSHALL - VICTIM . ’• 4 ’ H”4.444 p'4b .p:. j-

.• -------- ’------- =----—;--------------------  ... - — !/;p: ..4
. 4< ‘ ! . 1
. : - MARILYN POURIER, Admissions Clerk, Pine Ridge • |
• Hospital, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised on April 4, 1973, . ■

. that MYRNA MARSHALL, whom POURIER believed to be a past resident’ '
: 4 of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, was given emergency treatment for •'

■: an injury which she claimed was received from a car door to her '
-.. right foot and ankle on March 28, 1973. Miss POURIER advised that I

’’ Dr. HAROLD WEINTRAUB, a resident physician in the clinic at the I
Pine Ridge Hospital, had treated MYRNA MARSHALL.and she was '

4 released the same day. . . ■ . ,

; ; . MERCY SLOW BEAR, 169 East Ridge Homes, Pine Ridge, •
’ South Dakota, advised on April 5, 1973, that she was an aunt [
- / of MYRNA MARSHALL and that MYRNA MARSHALL had been staying at *

• : *her home since she had left Wounded Knee as a result of the [
forced occupation of that village. Mrs. SLOW BEAR indicated ’ !

’ that MYRNA MARSHALL was temporarily staying at the home of \
■ . ’ ANNIE FAST HORSE, 107 East Ridge, Pine Ridge, South Dakota. . .

’■ On April 5, 1973, MYRNA MARSHALL was interviewed "
at the residence of ANNIE FAST HORSE, 107 East Ridge Division,

. Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and furnished the following information: •

• h
■ ' ’ ; ’ 0

’ • ■ ■ . . - il’

■ • • '4 .1

■ ’ I . < 11=
' • 4. . : . . . . : — r . •. 4 ■ ?

J >4- ; ’■ ■ . • i ■' - • .

’”■■ ■ I . — 3 “ ‘ ' ' - • '



W-. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

h. ■ ;■ • ? J '.•••gak.oitfanw»pHon..Apri.l—3y.~ip.73>
ihnL. AW P '-Cif i.r >, .Hi d i
A;- / ■ V. •■.■-•• : ^'c ;

: i.;;! • ' ‘ MYRNA MARSHALL formerly a resident of Wounded Knee, ‘
South Dakota, was interviewed at the residence of ANNIE FAST ;

■/ii'HORSE, 107 East Ridge Division, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and j 
; ■'^furnished the following signed statement: . ,• . ; ■ •

' | _k . ' ” ' , / . * * ' / J l.< H • ' j

A > ■ .”4/5/73- ■ - j
. ’.■ / “Pine Ridge, South Dakota

' I , • I ■ . . . ' ’ • ■ . :
■» ; ’ * > « x • * - . . . ’

’ ‘ ”1, MYRNA MARSHALL, make the following voluntary
- VA;-: ' ;signed statement to SAs FRANCIS M. HENWOOD and FRED

* • i ' ' L. PETERSON who have identified themselves to me as■ 
■..Special Agents of the FBI.

/• ■ “On Tuesday, 3/27/73, MINERVA TWO BULLS, FRED
' * TWO BULLS, who is a BIA policeman, LORNA BLACKSMITH,

;and myself were in LORNA BLACKSMITH’S car. We were 
:riding around and drinking beer all evening. We 

■ drove toward Wounded Knee and then drove back toward 
the Holy Rosary Mission.

“FRED TWO BULLS is a friend of LORNA*s and she 
was taking him home. '

"Somewhere near the Holy Rosary Mission, I had 
to get out of the car and injured my right foot. ’ I 

• was too drunk to remember what happened, but my aunt, 
LORNA BLACKSMITH, said the door closed on my foot.

"My injury was not caused by RICHARD WILSON or 
anyone else that I recall. The four of us were 
.drinking and it was an accident.

"I have read the one statement above and. it is 
true.

"/s/ MYRNA MARSHALL

4/5/73 Pine Ridge, South Dakota MP 44-715
Inl^rvlewed or. , al Filo # .___ ,_______ .

SAs FRANCIS M. HENWOOD and ' • ’
/A ■‘ . FRED L. PETERSON - SMS .’ 4/7/73

* by^y.- v ♦>_ 7 , i - , ___ __________ ... . , ______________ Dole dlddfed___‘. v ■ •. * ; , ? -

* • ij, ■ \ *•*'". ■ \ • * • j * ’■«' - “
■- %• E* 1 .• ■ t ’ ■ *’* / ' • * * ’ - '

, qhvVHwnf nMIMr rocommprtrlnlloni ho» conch»%ltM»» of FCI II h Hit- properly of Iho F3l Mod h.lnatird fo y<>U*
r H iH»i! tvof«»i»l| wry fluf lo bo dHlrlbui«i»l ovHhlo ywnr * j
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MP 44-715 ' 
FMH/sms

if

i
T

f“Witness:
: “FRANCIS M. HENWOOD, Special

“FRED L

Agent, FBI, Minneapolis

PETERSON, Special Agent, FBI
Calif., 4/5/73." . . ;

Los Angeles

MYRNAXMARSHALL is described as follows

. Name •
■■ Date o£- HiXth 
'Place of Birth

• Eyes
■ Height 

Weight

. 2^arch_9,„19^
, ^Hidge^Sp^h^DakoXa 
, Black r ;

' ■- Sp^al^.acur.it.y^lumber
■ Address '

Brown • y
5’21/2”
118 pounds
504-66-7259 ' '
JtQas t, .
Pine Ridge, South Dakota

A? ■
i;!'; • V • '

V. • ■ .
W‘5fe$?l^dcia:329^ ' Pag^ 20 '



■< POCHARD WILSON; ’ . : . - '
<4;"GOON SQUAD" " ■ <> : ' ? x
■ ?<? PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA; • < . ;h-4‘

.; / .f-MYRNA MARSHALL - VICTIM / ' -J <'J.. <4*
4. -' >. * , , ' - ’ '' ; ’ -. ' 4 . 1 ’ ' ' . I if * -
/ 4<f5'- ' RICHARD 4DLCK^mSQN„is the duly elected

.■<!/■ 4 <■•• ■ ’P^ssJ^^nt pf ihe Oglala Sioux Tribal ^Council
• <4 b’4 i1 ‘ ' J ■< :-Pine Ricigel Iridian “R'eservatibhl* arid" in "'this

<<4< 1 position* he has taken a strong stand against
the American Indian Movement and its
objectives. Impeachment action has been taken
against WILSON on numerous occasions by members < ■ ।
of the Tribal Council sympathetic to AIM, and ■ f,

■ his removal has bean a primary objective of ’ ''I
? 'AIM at Wounded Knee, South Dakota. He and his • ■ .

supporters, commonly referred to as his "goon ; = _ i,
squad," have been the subjects of numerous , ■ , i;! ■
civil rights complaints that have been made • ■ . j-..
during the negotiations at Wounded Knee. , • ? . . ■ j

Copies of this communication are being furnished
• •’ to Departmental Attorney, Civil Rights Division, United States 

Department of Justice at Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and to the
. United States Attorney, District of South Dakota, Sioux Falls,
• South Dakota. ; • J

-I 
I 

(I
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FD-20? (Rev. 3-3-59)

UN ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF uJSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 “ United States Attorney, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
' 1 - Deputy Attorney General, Pine Ridge, South Dakota

Report of: SA j0HN C. KAMMERMAN Office: MINNEAPOLIS
Date: May 1973 •

Field Office File #: 44-729 Bureau File #:

CHARLES DAVID WINTERS;
GLENN HERMIS THREE STARS;
RICHARD WILSON;
GRACE BEAR RUNNER - VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis:

WINTERS allegedly tried to stop GRACE BEAR RUNNER from ob
taining signatures on a petition to remove the chairman of 
the Oglala Sioux Tribe. One witness states that WINTERS 
layed down on the sidewalk and made the demonstrators walk 
around him. On 4/26/73, Attorney for the Civil Rights Division, 
U.S. Department of Justice, advised that no further investi
gation should be conducted because the Civil Rights angle • 
in this case lacks prosecutive merit. •

- C -

DETAILS: • ■

Investigation in this case was instituted at the 
request of JAMES SCHERMERHORN, Attorney, Civil Rights Division, 
United States Department of Justice, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
to determine if the Civil Rights of GRACE BEAR RUNNER had 
been violated by ELMER WINTER.

contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
•stributed outside your agency.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O ■ 406-840



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOi

4/20/73
Date of transcription __ __

. GRACE BEAR RUNNER, #9 Crazy Horse Housing, Pine
Ridge, South Dakota, was interviewed and furnished the 
following information:

She advised that on March 8, 1973, she participated 
in a demonstration in front of the BIA Building, Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota. She stated this demonstration was orgaized by 
GERALDINE JANIS of Pine Ridge, South Dakota. She advised that 

her knowledge the demonstration was for the impeachment of 
RICHARD WILSON, the Tribal chairman. She further stated that a 
petition was circulated at this demonstration calling for the 
removal of RICHARD WILSON as chairman of the Tribe,, a new 
constitution for the Tribe, and a removal of the present Tribal 
government.

BEAR RUNNER stated that while at this demonstration 
she was assaulted by an individual known to her as ELMER 
RUDD WINTERS.

4/20/73 Pine Ridge, South Dakota MP 44-729
Interviewed on    __________________________oI ________ ___________________________________________ File#________________________

SAs THOMAS W. MATTHEWS and
THOMAS E. LAVIN/mbw 4/20/73

by ________________ __________ _________________________________________________________Dote diclated
2

locument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
its contents are no’ to be distributed outside your agency.

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page '24



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE.

1 Dale of transcription

GLENN HERMIS THREE STARS was interviewed by FBI 
Special Agents JOHN C. HAMMERMAN and ROY W. RHODES, JR,, 
at the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) building, Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota, at which time SA. miMERMAN advised THREE STARS 
of their identity and that he wished to interview THREE STARS 
regarding his possible involvement in, or knowledge of, any 
actions to prevent GRACE BEAR RUNNER and other demonstrators 
who were gathering at the Oglala Sioux Tribal Building 
during the first part of March, 1973, SA HAMMERMAN advised 
THREE STARS of his rights after which THREE STm stated he 
understood his rights and waived such rights as shown on 
an executed warning and waiver form.

THREE STxARS then advised that sometime in the past 
he was requested by DICKWI1S0N, the President of the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe, to help protect the BIA Building and the Tribal 
Building against the American Indian Movement (AIM) people. 
During the day of the above mentioned demonstration by some 
AIM people he had come to the BIA Building to pick up his 
wife after work; at this time he saw a gathering of people 
and figux’ed out that it must be another demonstration. 
After dinner he came back to the Tribal Office in order to 
help protect the building. He had heard rumors from persons 
he could not recall that some AIM demonstrators were coming 
to burn down the building. During this demonstration he 
also stood on the front steps of the Tribal Office Building 
along with DICK WILSON, He observed a man known to him as 
ELMER MJDD WINTERS laying down on the sidewalk in front of 
the building causing the 30 to 40 demonstrators to walk 
around him. He did not seehWINTERS kick, grab,, or push 
anyone at this time.

Daring this demonstration THREE STARS heard some
one was at the Tribal Police Department signing a complaint 
against him but he and WILSON then went to ths Tribal Office 
to detexmine the nature of this complaint. Upon arriving at 
the Police Department, THREE STARS observed the woman signing 
a complaint and asked the receptionist if it 'gas against him.

,n,erviewed on^w/2O/73--------------- 01 Pino Ridge , South-Dakota File *... MP 44-720

SA JOHN Cl KMMJSMAN
by------- SA BOY W. RHODES, JR.------------- JCICskh---- Da,edidoled------- 4/22/73-------

document contoins neither recommendolions nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
’ its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. q

NW 68262 Docld: 32989686 Page 25



MP 44-729
2

The x’eceptionist advised that it ‘was against WINTERS.

THREE STARS stated that he did not obstruct 
GRACE BEAR RUNNER in any way or interfere with her rights

THREE STARS x’efused to give a signed statement

The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview:

Name
Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes
Social Security No* 
Residence

Marital Status 
Tattoos

GLENN HERM IS THREE STARS
White
Male
May 4, 1932
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
5slln 
185 pounds
Brown
Hasel
503-30-1993
Box 145
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
Married
Numerous misce1laneous 
let tex*s on left forearm 
and right wrist; black 
panther on left upper arm

NW 68262 Docld:32989686. Page 2-6 /.



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI

1 Date of transcription April 22, 1973

GLENN HEBMIS THREE STARS was interviewed at his 
residence by FBI Special Agents JOHN C, HAMMERMAN and ROY 
V/. RHODES, JR. SA HAMMERMAN advised THREE STARS that he 
wished to interview him regarding his possible involvement 
in or knowledge of the activities of a group of Oglala 
Sioux Indians on the reservation who are organised to take 
the law in their own hands. THREE STARS was then advised 
of his rights by SA KAMMERMAN after which THREE STARS read 
a statement of his rights, stated he understood his rights 
and was willing to waiver such rights as shown on an 
executed warning and waiver form. THREE STARS then advised 
as follows:

He is the president of a group of approximately 
eighty men who are all Indians or part Indians of the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe living in the Pine Ridge area. This group is 
sometimes referred to as ’©ick’s goonsThis group is 
organized for the purpose of protecting their homes and 
themselves against the members and sympathizex’s of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) who allegedly are trying to 
cause them harm. This group is organized and divided up 
into squads headed by squad leaders who are accountable to 
him.

After being asked what he or his group would do 
if ally AIM persons came with the Intentions of doing harm ' 
oi’ injury in any way; he stated that his grouptewould run 
them out of town and not turn them over to the authorities. 
This group does not pay dues but is a volunteer organization.

THREE ST/iRS was asked if this group met on a 
regular basis to which he answered that they met every day 
but not as a body.

THREE STARS then pulled out an automatic pistol 
from his right rear trouser pocket and stated that he always 
carries this gun for protection and that he has a gun 
permit.

_____________ THREE STARS, .asked why the Marshals a nd..ERI. Agents__

htervuwed on. 4/21/73---------------- ol Pine Ridge-* South Dakota—-File # -MP-44-72G

SA JOHN C. t^MMEBMAN 
by SA ROY W, RHODES, JR._______ JCB^skh_DO.ed^.^4/22/73

This document contains neither r ^commendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency
il and its contents ore not Io be distributed outside your agency.

{ )
IflW 68262 Docld:32®B«6 Page2I_/.



MP 44-729

could not move back from the roadblocks and let his group 
take over Wounded Knee, South Dakota, fiaom the militant 
AIM members; he added that they have enough guns and 
weapons to take ovex’ Wounded Knee from AIM. SA HAMMERMAN 
stated that it might be difficult fox' them since it is 
reported that some of the persons occupying Wounded Knee 
have machine guns. THREE STARS just smiled and repeated 
that his group has sufficient weapons for the purpose.

THREE STARS then stated that he wanted us to 
meet RICHARD WILSON and took us to WILSON’s residence.

THREE STARS refused to give a signed statement.

The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview:

Name
Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Place of Birth 
Height
Weight
Hair 
Eyes 
Social Security No. 
Residence

Marital Status 
Tattoos

GLENN HERMIS THREE STARS 
White 
Male
May 4, 1932
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
S’!!" 
185 pounds
Brown
Hazel 
503-30-1993 
Box 145
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
Married 
Numerous miscellaneous 
letters on left foreai’m 
and right wrist; black 
panther on left upper arm

6
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE

Dale of transcription April 22. 1973

B1CMRS ALIX® WIWOH, Pros Ide at of the Oglala 
Siow Tribe; ^as interviewed at his resident© by PBI
hpncxal Agents 4028 Ct *s.tAu. ws. «» , wi,
SA advised Ms identity aud that he
wished to interview hits regarding his involvement in. or
knowledge of y the activities of a group of Oglala Siow 
Indians who are sometimes referred to as "DMss gooes.1' 
SA SAWSBMN stated that he wished to discuss the
allegations that ‘WMSON gaw orders to these: ’’geons’1' to
harass members or sympathisers ox the American Indian 
Movement (AXM). KASMSMS then advised WI1SGM of his1H
righta aftasr Girich stated he understood hut wild 
mt siga a waiver of rights for® or any statement♦

^XlSOK further stated that he would not discuss 
any of these matters because of the Civil Rights Ac is of 
1084 aM 198o aw mt ree©gnlE®d by the tribe as being 
valid for the x^servaiion, until such a time as these 
ore ratified by rcferenduB we of the Oglala Siow people.

The followisg description was obtained from 
observatiQTU

Bw 
Ago- 
ISight 
Weight 
Sair 
^•es

Eicmaw Mum rasem
Whit®
Mats
Appmsdsmtely SO .
S*1G”
185 pounds (upx3roMmately>

Brown

4/21/73 ot line Mage, South IMhota F''e * UP /44^2g.

SA AOW C. KAMMBmW 
SA KOT niSJDiS, OH.

Date dictated
472^/73

This document corteins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. (I is the property of the FBI and Is looned to your agency; 
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, —

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 29,



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Dote oF tronscriplion. April 23,1973

CHARLIS DAVID WINTERS, also known as ELSER FUDD 
WINTERS, was interviewed by FBI Special Agents JOHN C. 
HAMMERMAN and ROY W. RHODES, JR., at his residence, #171 
Eastridge. SA HAMMERMAN advised WINTERS of the identities 
of HAMMERMAN and RHODES, and stated that he wished to inter
view him regarding his possible knowledge of or involvement 
in the disruption of a demonstration by some American Indian 
Movement (AIM) people in front of the Tribal Office Building 
during the first part of March, 1973, SA HAMMERMAN then 
advised WINTERS of his rights after which WINTERS read a 
statement of his rights and waived such rights as shown on 
an executed warning and waiver form. WINTER then advised 
as follows:

He worEs at the Tribal Office of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe as an Alcoholic Counselor in the New Careers Program 
under Project Recovery, He worked previously as a counselor 
at Porcupine, South Dakota, Boys1 Ranch for approximately 
1| years.

During the above mentioned demonstration, he observed 
approximately 30 persons outside of the Tribal Office and 
went out and layed down on the sidewalk because he was very 
angry. He.was not asked by anyone to do this but did it on 
his own accord because of his strong feelings against the 
AIM people for their disruptive practices. While he was laying 
down on the sidewalk, he did not trip or kick anyone nor 
did he grab anyone. The fact that he was laying on the side
walk caused all of the people to walk around him.

The next morning he heard from GLENN THREE STARS 
that there was a complaint filed against him at the Tribal 
Police Department.

WINTERS further stated that approximately one year 
ago a group of approximately 80 to 100 men of the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe got together and organized themselves against AIM. 
GLENN THr^E STARS was not present at this gathering. They had

ln,erviewed on -4/21/73--------------- 01 Pine Ridge, South Dakota File*—W-44-729—

k SA JOHN C. HAMMERMAN
y------- S'A-ROY W,'RHODES, JR.----------- JCKiskh------ Do,ed,c,o,ed------4/23/73-------------  

8
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not Io be distributed outside your agency.
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MP 44-729
2

heard that some AIM members were going to come to Pine 
Ridge for the purpose of taking over the annual sun
dance during August at the rodeo grounds, nothing develop
ed concerning this matter of the sun dance and WINTERS 
states that they no longer have any meetings but that all 
of them have an understanding with each other to cooperate 
in case of any emergencies.

furnish a signed statement;WINTERS refused to 
he is described as follows:

Name 
Alias 
Residence

Sex 
Race 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes
Social Security No. 
Wife
Previous arrests

CHARLO DAVID WINTERS 
Elmer Fudd Winters
#171 Eastridge
Pine Ridge, South Dakota
Male
White
April J.5., 1944
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
5*7”
165 pounds
Brown
Brown
503-50-6267
RITA
Assault with a deadly 
weapon—Deadwood, South 
Dakota, 1969, received 
3 years probation

9
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MP 44-729

# On April 26, 1973, R. DENNIS ICKES, Attorney, Civil
Rights Division, United States Department of Justice, Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, advised that JAMES SCHERMERHORN has 
returned to Washington, D.C., and that he is handling this 
matter. The details of the interviews in this case were dis
cussed with ICKES after which ICKES stated that he did not 
wish any further investigation conducted in this case because 
it lacks prosecutive merit. He then requested a copy of a 
report in this matter.

10*
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FD-365 (Rev. 9-27-65)

F B I

Date: 4/6/73

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL - REGISTERED
(Priority)

To: Director, EJBI ATTENTION:
£3 CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

From: SACj’ APCLIS (44A697S GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 
yj Ap) >□ domestic intelligence div. 

Subject: JOHN^ONG^ FRANCIS-TWoyULLS
RICHAR1)-WILSON; LAVERNE- YANKTON; t "VICTIM 1MAR^L/SUN/BE 
CIVILWGHTS
S ex tn el

00: MINNEAPOLIS

□ VRA-65 □ CRA-64

I IBM I I BM-Threats I [Racial Matters
I I Klan I I Organization

r

Summary of Complaint: /
This investigation was predicated on a complaint by ' 

EDWARD WHITE DRESS, a witness, to Departmental Attorney R. 
DENNIS ICKES, on February 28, 1973. WHITEERESS advised that 
he witnessed an alleged beating of MARLIN SUN BEAR by Bureau of ■'2- • 
Indian Affairs (BIA) officers when Victims HERMIS EARL JANIS
and RANDOLPH SUN BEAR were arrested by BIA officers. Victim 

car of BIA Officer JOHN LONGattempted to commandeer the patrol 
and was prevented from, doing so by 
BULLS.

BIA Sergeant FRANCIS TWO

except JANIS were determined 
to be inside Wounded Knee, South Dakota, which is occupied.

Victim and all witnesses

ACTION: UACB: : ( 7 / '
I I No further action being taken and^^V

Y h Bureau (RM) 1=1 LHM ^ncl°sed □ Copy furnished to USA 
- Minneapolis □ LHM beinS submitted 4

I I Report being submittedBDC/sms 
(4) [aZ Preliminary investigation instituted 

I I Limited investigation instituted

Approved: -------y'y. -"v________________ ' Sent
Special Agent in Charge

M Per

N W COM2 Docld:3298»« Page 33



f j (Rev. 1-7-72) . •

, FEDERAL <>UREAU OF INVESTIGATION
REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS
DATE

5/19/73
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

5/8 - 16/73 '
TITLE OF CASE

JOHN LONG; >
FRANCIS TWO BULLS;
RICHARD 'WILSON;
LAVERNE YANKTON; '
MARLIN SUN BEAR -
VICTIM n

REPORT MADE BY *

SA THOMAS M. MOORE, JR.
TYPED BY

mbw
CHARACTER OF CASE

CR

REFERENCES: Minneapolis report of SA BILL D. COLVIN, dated 4/15/73. 
Minneapolis airtel dated 4/6/73.

- C -

ADMINISTRATIVE

____ I__________________________
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR ry3YES 

PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER SIX MON THS

All persons interviewed in connection with this matter 
were advised that this investigation was being conducted at the 
specific request of the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights 
Division, U. S. Department of Justice.

-A*-
COVER PAGE

□ NONEACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED
CON VI C. FUG. FINES SAVINGS . RECOVERI ES TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

APPROVED' IN CHARGE

COPIES^M ADE:

1
1

1

- Bureau
- USA, Sioux Falls
- Departmental Attorney

R. DENNIS ICKES, Department of 
Justice, Pine Ridge

- Minneapolis (44~697)

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

Request Reed. / ,
Date Fwd. > /
How Fwd. / „ fz
By ' —

fa

Notations

COVER PAGE

NW 68262 Docld: 32989686 ’ Page



FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNI STATES DEPARTMENT OF J
FEDERAL-BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: 
Date:

1 - U.S. Attorney, Sioux Falls
1 - Departmental Attorney, R. DENNIS ICKES, 

Department of Justice, Pine R^ge, South Dakota 
SA THOMAS Jo MOORE, JR. MINNEAPOLIS
5/19/73

Field Office File #: Bureau File #:
44-697

Title:
JOHN LONG;
FRANCIS WO BULLS;
RICHARD WILSON;
LAVERNE YANKTON;

Character: MARLIN SUN BEAR - VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS .
Synopsis:

Attempts to locate victim MARLIN SUN BEAR unsuccessful. 
Departmental Attorney Ro DENNIS ICKES advised that 
inasmuch as SUN BEAR appears to be unavailable for contact 
and complainant RACHEL WHITE DRISS is presently under 
indictment, no further investigation is desired at this time.

- — C —

DETAILS;

Attempts to contact MARLIN SUN BEAR, Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, in Wounded Knee on May 8 through 13, 1973, met 
with negative results.

On May 13, 1973, SUN BEAR*s neighbor, ALFRED HOLLOW 
HORN, advised that the SUN BEAR residence in Wounded Knee was 
severely ransacked during the occupation of Wounded Knee by 
insurgents and that the SUN BEARs evacuated Wounded Knee during 
this uprising and have not yet returned to their home. HOLLOW 
HORN advised he does not know the present whereabouts of MARLIN 
SUN BEAR.

On May 16, 1973, MELVIN SUN BEAR was located in 
Gordon, Nebraska. MELVIN SUN BEAR advised that he is 
MARLIN SUN BEAR’s brother. MELVIN SUN BEAR stated his brother 
does not have a job or permanent address and he has no idea 
where his brother might be located.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1910 O - 406-840

NW 68262 Docld:329»86. Page ^5 5 '



On May 16, 1973, R. DEWIS ICKES, Dep^xtmental
Attorney, Department of Justice, Pine Ridge, S^^h. Dakota, 
advised that inasmuch as MARLIN SUN BEAR appear^0un- 
available for interview and complainant RACHEL WHITE DRISS 
is presently under indictment, no further investigation is 
desired at this time.

- 2*
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'AIRTEL

5/16/73

To: SAC, Minneapolis (44-697)
_ 1 - Mr. Gardner

From; Acting Director, FBI

JOHN LONG; AL.
MARLIN*'SUN ',EAR - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS 
00; MP

ReMPrep of SA Bill D. Colvin, dated 4/15/73.

Surep results of complete investigation.

MAILED 23

MAY 161973

Mr. Felt_______  
Mr, Baker
Mr. Callahan___  
Mr. Cleveland__  
Mr. Conrad_____  
Mr. Gebhardt___  
Mr. Jenkins____  
Mr. Marshall____  
Mr. Miller, E.S. _ 
Mr. Soyars
Mr. Thompson___ 
Mr. Walters_____ 
Tele. Room____  
Mr. Baise
Mr. Barnes_____  
Mr. Bowers_____ 
Mr. Herington___
Mr. Conmy
Mr. Mintz
Mr. Eardley_____
Mrs. Hogan_____

TMG:bap (4).J

FB!

MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT

li 1973 J.
*naMMMa ***KM*i

NW 68262 Oocld:32989686 Pag^3?
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FD-S63 (Rev. 1-7-72) ^7

. FEDERAL Bureau of inveBlgation
fl

REPORT MADE BY

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE IN VESTIG ATI VE PERIOD

MTKNEAOT.TS MINNEAPOLIS 4/15/73 3/30/73 - 4/7/73
TITLE OF CASE *

J HN LO;/G;
FRANCIS TWO BULLS;
RICHARDyWILSON;
LAVERNE’ YANKTON;
MARLIN SUN ‘BEAR - VICTIM

iRENCE

BILL D. COLVIN
CHARACTER OF CASE

CIVIL RIGHTS

wkb

Minneapolis airtel to Bureau dated 4/6/73

MINISTRATIVE

On 4/1/73, 
a ’.vised of the Civil 
concerning Bureau of

LEADS

MINNEAPOLIS

(P)

Pine Ridge Agency Special Officer'DSL EASTMAN was 
Rights violation charge being ini^fjited and 
Indian Affairs (BIA) Officer' h

8

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED O NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN: f S

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 1 IyES./^JnO

PENDING PROSECUTION J
OVER SIX MON THS 1 1 YE^pt^lQ

CONVIC. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

fZ_______

APPROVED\ V

COPIES MADE:

1

1

2

- Bureau
- U.S. Attorney, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota
- Departmental Attorney

Carlton Stoiber, Civil Rights 
Division, Department of Justice 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota

- Minneapolis (44-697)

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

I APtTS-i 1973

ReportDissemination Record of
Agency c
Request Reed. * (

Date Fwd. __  U r F , 3^ ।! 1 r /

n U J Vft 3arr’By p. ^■4^\

Notations

REC-AB
EXrlOE

COVER PAGE
NW 68262 Docld:32989686 ’ Page. 3,8



MP 44-G97

AT WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA

_ Will, upon termination of the occupation of Wounded Knee, 
interview MARLIN SUN BEAR regarding his alleged beating by Bureau of 
Indian Affairs Officers.

B*
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNI STATES DEPARTMENT OF (CE
FEDERAL- BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to;

Report of:
Date:

Field Office File #:

Title:

Character.-

1 - U. S. ATTORNEY, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA
1 - DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY CARLTON STOIBER, 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA

BILL D. COLVIN Office: MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
APRIL 15, 1973

44-697 Bureau File #:

JOHN LONG;
FRANCIS TWO BULLS;
RICHARD WILSON;
LAVERNE YANKTON;
MARLIN SUN BEAR - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis: On 2/28/73, EDWARD ’WHITE DRESS advised that he witnessed
an alleged beating of MARLIN SUN BEAR by Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) Officers. HERMIS EARL JANIS, witness, 
interviewed and advised he did not see any police brutality 
toward Su’d BEAR. FRANCIS TWO BULLS interviewed and advised 
that SUN BEAR was apprehended and charged with resisting 
arrest and at no time did he strike SUN BEAR. Victim 
determined to be inside Wounded Knee, South Dakota.

(P)

Details:

This investigation was predicated on a complaint from..EDWARD 
'^WHITE DRESS on February 28, 1973, at which time he complained to 

Departmental Attorney R. DENNIS ICKES that he was a witness to the 
beating of MARLIN SUN BEAR earlier this year.

WHITE DRESS stated to ICKES that his brother-in-law, MARLIN 
SUN BEAR, RANDOLPH SUN BEAR and EARL JANIS were arrested by Bureau of 
Indian .Affairs (BIA) Police in Pine Ridge,.South Dakota. Upon being 
arrested, they were placed in a BIA car which had a screened back seat. 
Shortly after their arrests, they were transferred to the Police car of 
JOHN LONG, whose car had no rear seat screen.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 40G-840
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MP 44-697

The three arrestees were transported by JOHN LONG to a 
cafe in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, at which time JOHN LONG vacated 
the car, leaving the three arrestees unattended and also left the 
car keys in the ignition of the Police car. .

MARLIN SUN BEAR jumped over the seat and started the car, 
at which time BIA Officer TWO BULLS jumped in and started hitting 
MARLIN SUN BEAR while the car was in motion. The car ran into a 
telephone pole. TWO BULLS, LONG, and another BIA Officer, LAVERNE 
YANKTON, dragged MARLIN SUN BEAR out of the vehicle and commenced 
beating him, including kicking and beating him about the face.

2
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BBC: smo 
1

On April 4, 1973, IVY GOINGS, Deputy Clerk of Court, 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Court, Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, furnished the 
following arrest record for MARLIN SUN BEAR, Pine Ridge 
file number 7684:

Date of
Arrest Charge Against Defendant Disposition

2/6/73 Assault and Battery
Assault and Disorderly Cone

Paid fine and cost in 
iuct full of $48<00

12/6/68 Assault and Reckless 
Driving

Cases Closed? Accepted 
the $75.00 as cash bond 
Fore deiture

12/6/68 Bench Warrant Served time in full

3/13/68 Disorderly conduct $16.00 fine and 
$5.00 cost

1/22/65 Malicious. Mischief Put on Probation for 
the remainder of the 
School Year

6/26/66 Theft To pay $4.50 in full

S/15/71 Resisting Arrest, Escape $115.00 Fine and 
$24.00 Cost; served 
40 days and paid 
balance of $24.00

5/6/70 Assault $10.00 fine and 
$8.00 Cost suspended 
in lieu of 30 days 
good behavior

8/5/69 Disorderly Conduct Released from custody 
15 days modified 
to Good Behavior

3
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HP 44-697
2

On April 4, 1973, JANICE KLEIN, Accredited 
Secords Technician, Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare, Public Health. Service, Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, advised that MARLIN SW BEAR last visited the 
hospital in July, 1972, in an out-patient status.

4
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^EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO

(1) Date of transcription 4/2/73

HERMIS EARL JANIS was interviewed at Manderson, South 
Dakota, regarding his knowledge of the alleged beating of 
MARLIN SUN BEAR by Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) officials at 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, during the early part of 1973. 
JANIS furnished the following information:

. "Manderson, South Dakota 
March 31, 1973 .

"I, KERMIS EARL JANIS make the following free and 
voluntary statement to BILL D, COLVIN and JAMES E, 
BOWMAN who have identified themselves to me as Special 
Agents of the I was born November 24, 1953 in 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota and consider my residence 
Manderson, South Dakota. I completed 12 years of 
education and can read and write.

"Early in February of 1973, I don’t remember the exact 
date, I was arrested at Wounded Knee, South Dakota by 
IRANCIS TWO BULLS and LAVERNE TANICTON, BIA officers 
from Pine Ridge. LEE WESTON, also a BIA officer, came 
to the car and spoke to TWO BULLS, but WESTON did not 
go to Pine Ridge'in the car. X had been drinking all 
night and was very drunk at the time. TWO BULLS put 
me in a BIA car which I think may have had a glass 
plate across the back seat. There was another pex*son 
in the back seat of the ear, but I don’t know who he 
was. Very shortly after getting in the car, I passed 
cut or X Just can’t remember anything else until the 
time we arrived at the Pine Ridge Jail. Upon arriving 
at the jail, I remember seeing MARLIN SUN BEAR in the 
back scat of the BIA car. MARLIN SUN BEAR did not appear 
to me to have been beaten or hit, and in no way did he 
appear to have been kicked or beaten about the. face. In 
the jail, MARLIN and X talked and MARLIN never told me 
anything about being beaten or struck in the face by 
any BIA officers, I heard that MARLIN SUN BEAR took a 
BIA car and ran the car into something, but I don’t know 
where I was at that time, I do not knew JOHN LONG.

interviewed on------------ 3/31/73---------- °(-Manderson, —South -Dakota—Fi,e *—HP—44=697----------

SA JAMES E. BOWMAN
by--------------------------aMILL-D^-C^VXN^sao----------------- Dole dictoied ......3/31/73--------------------

This document contains neither recommendations not conclusions oi the FBI. It is the property ol the FBI and is loaned Io you* agency 
il Ond its contents ore not to be distributed outsidr yuui agency

5
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BDC:sao 
(2)

The last I heard, MARLIN SUN BEAR was in Wounded Knee.
I do not know RANDOLPH SUN BEAR. EDWARD WHITE DRESS 
works at the school in Manderson, and he lives in Wounded 
Knee.

"I have read the above statement consisting of this 
and one other page. I have initialed each page and 
correction. This statement is true.

s/ "HERMI8 EARL JANIS March 31, 1973
s/ ”BILL D COLVIN, Special Agent, SBI, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, 3/31/73
s/ "JAMES E. BOWMAN, Special Agent, EBI, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, March 31, 1973”

The following descriptive information was obtained 
through observation and interview:

Name
Alias
Address
Race 
Sex 
Nationality 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight
Build
Hair 
Eyes 
Scars and Marks

Social Security 
Account Number

Occupation 
Marital Status 
Relatives

HERMIS EARL JANIS
EARL JANIS
Box 73, Manderson, South Dakota 
Indian
Male
American
November 24, 1953
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
5* 11” 
155 pounds
Thin
Black
Brown
The letter E between thumb and 
index finger of left hand

JFK Act 5 (g)(2)(D)

Unemployed
Single
Grandmother - MARY TALL 

Box 73 
Manderson, South Dakota 

Sister - BEVERLEY JANIS
Box 73 
Manderson, South Dakota

6
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BDC:sao 
(3)

Admitted Arrests

Brother - GEORGE JANIS 
Box 73 
Manderson, .South Dakota

Early February, 1973, drunk and 
disorderly by Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, Police Department; 1972, 
contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor by Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, Police Department; other 
drunkenness charges

7
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rEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

<D Date of transcription 4/2/73

FRANCIS WO BULLS was interviewed at Pine Ridge, 
South. Dakota, regarding his knowledge of the alleged beating 
of MARLIN SUN BEAR by Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) officials 
at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, during the early part of 1973.

’’Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
April 1, 1973

"I, FRANCIS TWO BULLS make the following free and 
voluntary statement to BILL D. COLVIN and JAMES E. 
BOWMAN who have identified themselves to me as Special 
Agents of the FBI. Mr, BOWMAN advised me of the 
nature of the inquiry and of my rights. He furnished 
me a warning and waiver form which I read and signed 
after stating that I understood my rights,

"I was born May 7, 1937 in Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
and consider my residence Manderson, South Dakota. 
I completed nine years of education and can read and 
write.

”1 have been on the Police Force at Pine Ridge for 
about nine years altogether,

"Early in 1973 X was in the Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota Trading Post when a female came running into 
the store, and said that one of the persons arrested 
sitting in the back seat jumped in the front seat 
and was ready to go. I had brought a prisoner named 
EARL JANIS from Manderson and transferred him to JOHN 
LONG, a BIA officer. EARL JANIS was very drunk 
and had been passed out. After turning JANIS over 
to LONG, I then went into the store. Another officer, 
possibly LEE WESTON, a BIA policeman from Porcupine, 
South Dakota brought in a prisoner also and trans
ferred him to JOHN LONG. Q ran out of the store with 
LAVERNE YANKTON, a deputy with the Pine Ridge Police 
following iaeur-> I saw MARLIN SUN BEAR sitting on the 
front seat on the driver’s side of JOHN LONG’s Patrol 
car. SUN BEAR was backing the police car up and 
ran into a car owned by RUDY BISSONETTE of Manderson.

Interviewed on --------- 4/1/73________ Tile # LT—44.^697

SA JAMES E. BOWMAN
by------------- SA—BILL-IK—COLV-INjsao Dale dictated 4/1/73—

*hi$ document contains neither recommendations nor rvndusmm o< the FBt h is the properly of the FBI and is toaned la you' <»«>•« -v 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,

8
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BDCisao
(2)

BISSONETTE was in the car at the time. The car 
started spinning forward as he was really gunning 
it. I. started running and opened the right front 
door and jumped in. The door slammed shut behind 
me and I think it smashed my thumb. The car started 
spinning around, and I grabbed SUN BEAR around the 
neck to prevent him from getting on the highway. We 
were fighting over the wheel too. The car went into 
a ditch and then hit a culvert, and I think a post, 
then the car came to a dead stop, I bumped my head 
on the windshield when the car hit the post, and I 
was knocked dizzy. I just hung onto SUN BEAR then. 
I don’t think SUN BEAR was injured. JANIS was still 
in the back seat and was injured. JANIS busted his 
nose, I think. YANKTON, and I think LONG, came 
running over to the car, and I let SUN BEAR go. Then 
I sat on the seat and held my head, as I was dazed. 
They pulled SUN BEAR from the car, and that is all 
I saw. I then went to my own police car and called 
the Captain. Then I loaded the prisoners into my 
car and took them to the Pine Ridge Jail. SUN BEAR 
was still drunk at that time. He did not look like 
he had been beaten.

s/ ’’ERANCIS CTO BULLS

”1 have read the above statement of this and two 
other pages. I have initialed each page &cqerection, 
the statement is true.

s/ "FRANCIS CTO BULLS, April 1st 1973 '
s/ ’’BILL D. COLVIN, Special Agent, EBI, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 4/1/73
s/ "JAMES E BOWMAN, Special Agent, FBI, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 4/1/73"

The following information was obtained by observation 
and interview;

Name 
Address 
Race 
Sex 
Nationality

FRANCIS CTO BULLS
Manderson, South Dakota 
Indian
Male
American

262 Oodd;329896§6 ‘Pag^
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BDC;sao

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Build
Hair 
Eyes 
Scars and Marks

May 7, 1937
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
6* •
185 pounds 
Medium
Black 
Brown 
Two 4” scars across chest; "F” 
between index and thumb of left
hand

Social Security
Account Number 

. Education
Occupation

JFK Act 5 (g) (2) (D)'

Through the ninth grade 
Sergeant, Pine Ridge Police 
Department, Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota

Marital Status Married (at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, on February 2, 1958)

Relatives
Arrest Record

Numerous in area 
Approximately 1955 or 1956, 
disorderly conduct in Custer, 
South Dakota; approximately 1956, 
assault and battery in Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, paid total 
of $60 in costs and fines.

IQ
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—1—

The Minneapolis Division of the FBI is currently 
conducting an investigation wherein RICHARD WILSON, Tribal 
President, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, 
allegedly misappropriated or embezzled Oglala Sioux Tribal 
property and/or funds.

11
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LIP 44-697
-1-

The Minneapolis Division of the FBI is currently 
conducting an investigation entitled ’’RACHEL WHITE DRESS - 
Fugitive; CIR - Burglary, Larceny.”

WHITE DRESS is an Indian female, born November 1, 
1934, at Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

On March 14, 1973, the Federal Grand Jury, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, returned a True Bill indicting RACHEL 
WHITE DRESS on a charge of Crime on an Indian Reservation - 
Burglary, Larceny; in violation of Title 18, U. S. Code, 
Section 1153, and South Dakota Compiled Laws 22-32-9.

On March 23, 1973, the Clerk of U. S. District 
Court, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, issued a Bench Warrant 
of Arrest for WHITE DRESS based on the above-referred to 
indictment with a recommended Pex’sonal Recognizance Bond 
of $1,000.

< )
NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page^y*.
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MP 44-697 
-1-

From March to June, 1970, the Minneapolis Office 
of the FBI conducted an investigation entitled ’’LAVERNE 
JOSEPH YANKTON; MARY ALICE CHASE ALONE - Viet ini; CIR - 
Assault with a Deadly Weapon, Assault, ” wherein YANKTON 
was the subject of the investigation.

On March 22, 1970, at Pine Ridge, South. Dakota, 
YANKTON allegedly stabbed CHASE ALONE in the stomach and' 
arm with a homemade spear.

On May 13, 1970, the Federal Grand Jury at 
Pierre, South Dakota, returned a True Bill charging YANKTON 
with two counts of Assault with a Dangerous Weapon and 
Assault with Intent to Inflict Great Bodily Injury, in 
violation of Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 1153, and South 
Dakota Compiled Laws, 22-18-11..

On June 25, 1970, in U. S. District Court, Dead
wood, South Dakota, YANKTON entered a plea of guilty to 
an Information filed that date charging him with Assault, 
a violation of Title 18, Section 1153, and South Dakota 
Compiled Laws, 22-18-11. He was then fined $5 and remanded 
to the custody of the U* S. Marshal for incarceration in 
a local Jail for a period of 30 days. .

On June 25, 1970, the charge of Assault with a 
Dangerous Weapon against YANKTON was dismissed by the Judge

13
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MP 44-697
BDC/sms

The folowing investigation was conducted by
SAs BILL D. COLVIN and JzUIES E. BOWMAN:

AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA • '

On March 31, 1973, JOE JACOBS, Captain, Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota Police Department, furnished the addresses for 
the following individuals:

JOHN LONG
Manderson, South Dakota

FRANCIS TWO’ BULLS .• .
. Manderson, South Dakota . .

LAVERNE YANKTON '
Manderson, South Dakota ■

MARLIN SUN BEAR
Wounded Knee, South Dakota

RANDOLPH SUN BEAR
Wounded Knee, South Dakota

EDWARD WHITE DRESS :
Wounded Knee, South Dakota ,

RACHEL WHITE DRESS
Wounded Knee, South Dakota

1IERMIS EARL JANIS
Manderson, South Dakota

14
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A search of the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, indices 
regarding MARLIN CLIFTON SUN BEAR, Indian male, age 20, revealed 
that he was arrested for disorderly conduct and drunkenness at 
a roadblock north of Wounded Knee. SUN BEAR was identified as . 
being on the top of the Trading Post, Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
armed, with a rifle. SUN BEAR has threatened Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) officers. SUN BEAR was arrested by FBI Agents for 
obstruction of a federal law enforcement officer. .

I *'
I ,

15
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A search of the Pine Ridge,. South Dakota, indices 
regarding RACHEL WHITE DRESS, Indian female, date of birth 
November 1, 1934, revealed that she is a resident of.Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota, and was seen taking material from the 
Wounded Kne© Trading Post on March 28, 1973.



A search of the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, indices 
regarding EDWARD JOSEPH WHITE DRESS, date of birth March 25 
1931, revealed that he is a resident of Wounded Knee, South Dakota 

.and was seen taking material from the Wounded Knee Trading Post 
on March 28, 1973... •' .

fl

• If

, l‘

« .fl h I >f •» /> «k < I II ■' f H ■' ' • ‘
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\ A search of the Pine Ridge, South Dakota indices'
' regarding LAVERNE YANKTON revealed that he is a Bureau of 
■ Indian Affairs officer assigned to Manderson, South Dakota.

• ' 18
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A search of the Pine Ridge,'South Dakota indices 
Indiln^Aff^^ BULL? reYealed that he is' a Bureau of

.. Indian Affairs;officer assigned to Manderson, South Dakota

19
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A search of the Pine Ridgo, Bouth Dakota, indices
regarding FRED THOMAS TWO BULLS, revealed that he is a police 
officer for the Pine Ridge police force and resides at Oglala, 
South Dakota. TWO BULLS has served at a roadblock at Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota. ■

NW 68262. Docld:32989686 Page 59



MP 44-697
BDC :sao

On April 7, 1973, SA BILL D. COLVIN and SA JAMES E. 
BOWMAN discussed this matter with Departmental Attorney.CARLTON 
STOIBER, Department of Justice, at Pine Ridp;e, South Dakota, 
at which time Mr, STOIBER advised- that he preferred the victim 
MARLIN SUN BEAR be interviewed before he gave prosecutive opinion 
in this matter, Mr, STOIBER also advised that he felt SUN BEAR 
is the only remaining interview that need be conducted in this 
case.

21
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A search of the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, indices ’ 
regarding all othox* names failed to reveal any references for 
these names, . . '■

t ■ "■'</ • ■; ", . • : ?
. ; ■ ■■ I I

■ ' ’ J . . • - ’
• • . ' . ■ ■ . • '• ‘i ' ’
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8-9-71)

‘ 'FB'I

Date: 4/17/73
■ 1

Transmit the following in

Via

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL - REGISTERED
(Priority)

To: ATTENTION:

From:

Director, "FBI
^c, MINNEAPOLIS* (44-72g^X!IVIL RIGHTS SECTION

Subject: RICHARD WELSON 
J ET AL; ’ V

VO GENERAL INVEST. DIV.
□ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV

v ERNEST 'WHITE HAWK - VICTIM

OCR □EL □DIE

□ Bomb Threats

Summary ©f Complaint:

□ Extremist Matters
□ White Hate □:

□ CRA-64

On April 10, 1973, MARK LANE, Attorney for occupants 
in Wounded Knee, South Dakota, complained to Departmental Attorney 
R.'DENNIS ICKES, United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights 
Division, that ERNEST WHITE HAWK, Manderson, South Dakota Indian, 
was severely beaten by members of RICHARD WILSON’S "goon squad/y

... REC-32 W-r-J/W/
Inasmuch as the ERNEST .WHITE.JHAWKs in Manderson, South 

Dakota, deny knowing; Attorney MARK*^^ or that they were beaten 
by anyone in the recent past, no further investigation is being
conducted ■gueaiSEaaa smsUSKS*

SS APR 25 1973

ACTION: UACB:|

Bureau 
(Encs. f

er action being taken and
enclosed □ Copy furnished to USA Sioux ^Talls, South 

FD-376 (enclosure to LHM) Dakota, ana Depar lineirtp.1
LHMbeing submitted

(3) □ Report being submitted
□ Preliminary investigation instituted
□ Limited investigation instituted

Attorney, Civil Rights 
Division, united States. 
Department of Justice rt 
pine Ridge, South Dakota

63 MAY 3 01973

* ^Sp^ei^ Agenli in Charge
NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 62

Sent M Per



uawte^Dates department of jus^1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Pine. Ridge, South Dakota \

April 17, 1973

RFCIGIRD WILSON; ’

ERNEST WHITE HAWK - VICTIM

Copies of 
Departmental Attor.v 
•Department of Just A 
United States Attov;

■ South Dakota.

‘ Qn April । 
occupants of Wound- 
for the.occupants, 
ICKES,.that ERNEST 
Dakota, and an Ino 
goon squad alleged•. 
According to LANE,

• is at least 
telephone.

one ey?

.a;

this communication are being furnished to 
} Civil Rights Division, united States

o, pine Ridge, South Dakota, and to 
ey; District of South Dakota, Sioux

/ 1973 
■.nee,

at the negotiating session

if!

the 
Fall;

with the
South Dakota, MARK LANE, an attorney

omplained■to Departmental Attorney R.' DENNIS 
ATE HAWK, a residence of Manderson, South 
a, was severely beaten by members of the 
operating on the pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
TH HAWK can identify his assailants and there 

"iness to the incident. WHITE HAWK has no

ERN EST A W '
_ Mande r.son,.. S o u t lx y - ■ 

employed by the Ma-:.i 
and as a cook at the 
MARK LANE, an attor'ae 
within the past ye;>'-

/ HAWK, SR., born December 20, 1914, at
-r,, advised on April 12,~1973, "^Kat.. he. Vas 
rson Community School and worked at the laundry 
school. WHITE HAWK advised that he. did not know 
y, and that he had never been beaten by anyone 
on the pine Ridge Indian Reservation. He stated

that he was not aw, 
WlLSON's "goon squ? 
from any organizati

• Jntecl with an organisation known as RICHARD

>p and that he had not experienced any pressure 
operating on the pine Ridge Indian Reservation

ERNEST Hi A 
named ERNEST WHITE A 
boy approximately lax 
his natural mother '.a 
and his mother’s n? •

: HAWK, SR,, 
:X. ERNEST 1 

c y or thirty 
White Hcrr.D

stated that he had two boys also
HAWK said he had one

-one
Trr.i

ERNEST WHITE HAWK.
WHITE HAWK, SR., an 
the .pine Ridge Ind?. 
13 years of age, ha

the r boy 
is boy Js 
as never

by hili
13 vc

years of age who lived with 
.1 in Manderson, South Dakota, 
.3 ELK. ERNEST WHITE HAUK, SR. 
present wife whom he had named

age, with ERNEST
boon beaten or attacked by anyone on

n Reservation. ERNEST WHITE HAWK, JR.,

during the past year but was 
problem.

student at the Manderson Community School 
presently out of school with a health 

_____________________
This document'cont

Xu he
it and its content:

ns neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
property of the. FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.



RICHARD WILSON;
ET AL
ERNEST WHITE HAWK - VICTIM

. ■ ELLEN WHITE HAWK, ERNEST WHITE WK, JR J’s stepmother 
advised on April 12, 1273, that ERNEST WHITE HAWK, JR.', 18 year 
of age, was ill and co-, fined to bed; however, she assured Agent 
of the FBI that ERNEST WHITE HAWK, JR., had not been beaten by 
any group on the pine Kidge Indian Reservation and that she was 
totally unfamiliar vm Tn RICHA'RD WILSON "goon squad."

■ ■ RICHARD ."DICK" WILSON is the duly elected :
president ul the, Oglala Sioux Tribal Council, ■

, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, and in this . ;
>. • position he has taken a strong stand against •

the American Indian Movement (AIM) and its
' ! objectives. Impeachment action has been taken .

. ’ against WlT’CN' on numerous occasions by members .
of the Tril 1 Council sympathetic to AIM, and _

, his remova' aas been a primary objective of .
' AIM at WouM-cd Knee, South Dakota. He and his ■

supporters, commonly referred to as his "goon 
squad," hew been the subjects of numerous 
civil righ. -r complaints that have been made

■’ during the .? gotiations at'Wounded Knee..

- ■ ■ - 2* - •
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KLH^ssTR^vTB^rD

F B ! ? ‘ .

Date: 4/20/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

. AIRMAILAIRTELVia

Transmit the following in

Director, FBITo:

(Priority)

ATTENTION:

From: SAC,MINNEAPOLIS (44^7?^)^ CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
. , GENERAL INVEST. DIV.

Subject: RICHARD WILSON;
GLEN THREE STARS;

□ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV.

/Cd

UNSUBS;
BIRGIL L. KILLS STRAIGHT - VICTIM 
RICHARD T. LITTLE - VICTIM;
C. HOBART KEITH - VICTIM

R OEL ODIH □ CRA

— '/&&/) O EID □ Bomb Threats
□ PA' COPE OPF

□ Extremist Matters
. □ White Hate □ Black

E

Summary of Complaint:

This investigation was oredicated upon a letter dated 
3/5/73 addressed to RICHARD WILSON from TOM DI GRAZIA, member 
of the South Dakota State Bar, The letter states in part it 
had come to the writer's opinion that these three men had been 
threatened directly or indirectly by WILSON and his associates^ 
concerning their lives and personal safety* / ; 11 > {

On 4/16/73 BIRGIL KILLS STRAIGHT upon interview could 
furnish no specific instances of threats having beeg^made 
against him, ............

On 4/18/73 RICHARD To LITTLE furnished no^lnsrance 
of an altercation between himself and GLEN THREE STARS„

ACTION: UACB:

■9

JRTssks 
(3)

2 L Bureau X~ No further action being taken and
J" (Enc. 6) ' 'X^ LHM enclosed Copy furnished to USA SiouZFalls 
1 - Minneapolis C FD-376 (enclosure to LHM) JSouth Dakota

□ LHM being submitted 1 ~ Special Assistant Attorney ■ 
□ Report being submitted General CARLTON STOIBER? ■

□ Preliminary investigation instituted^Department ofS'<’On,! 
□ Limited investigation instituted Justice at Pine Ridge,S,D0-

5 3 MAY 3.0
Approved: i

Special Agent
-------------- :__ Sent 
in Charge ’

M Per
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MP 44-719

C/ HOBART KEITH was not interviewed as he is currently 
the subject of a case involving GLEN THREE STARS as the victim. 
KEITH was arrested 4/6/73 charging him with violation Title 18, 
USC,.Section 1153, consisting of an assault against GLEN 
THREE STARS. ' .

On 4/19/73 Special Assistant Attorney General 
CARLTON STOIBER declined prosecution.

2*

• .*3



TINNED STATES DEPARTMENT OF WTICE • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '

in Repfy, Please Refer to ' Piae Ridge, South Dakota .
FUeNo^ :

t April 20, 1973
- ■ ■ v' ? -

...................  r;:'

■ #

A . RICHARD WILSON; .
’ , GLEN THREE STARS; .

' ' UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; -
, BIRGIL Lo KILLS STRAIGHT - VICTIM; *

RICHARD T. LITTLE - VICTIM;
Co HOBART KEITH - VICTIM

Copies of this communication are being furnished 
to Departmental Attorney, Civil Rights Division, United 
States Department of Justice at Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
and to the United States Attorney, District of South Dakota, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. •

By letter of March 5, 1973, Tom Di Grazia, 
member of the South Dakota State Bar, advised Mr. Richard 
Wilson, Tribal President, Pine Ridge Oglala-Sioux 
Reservation, that it had come to his attention from 
various sources that the lives and personal safety of 
three men had been threatened directly or indirectly by 
Wilson. The three men were identified as Richard Little, 
Birgil Kills Straight, and C„ Hobart Keith.

Richard ^iek^Wilson is the duly elected 
President of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council,_ 

”T?ine Ridge Indian Reservation, and in this 
position he has taken a'strong stand against 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) and its 
objectives. Impeachment action has been taken 
against Wilson on numerous occasions by members 
of the Tribal Council sympathetic to AIM, and 
his removal has been a primary objective of 
AIM at Wounded Knee, South Dakota. He and his 
supporters, commonly referred to as his “goon 

' squad,” have been the subjects of numerous 
civil rights complaints that have been made 
during the negotiations at Wounded Knee.
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RICHARD WILSON; .
GLEN THREE STARS; . - .
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
BIRGIL L. KILLS STRAIGHT - VICTIM; ,, -
RICHARD T. LITTLE - VICTIM; - .
Ci’-HOBART KEITH - VICTIM /

On April 18, 1973, Richard T. Little furnished a 
signed statement to Special Agents of the FBI which is 
included herewith. - ...

Birgil Kills Straight when interviewed. April 
16, 1973, by Agents of the FBI was unable to furnish any 
specific information concerning any threats or intimidation 
against him by Richard Wilson and his associates. ’

C. HobartAKeith, who is a member of the Oglala- 
Sioux TribalCoraicil_, was not interviewed as he is currently 
under'investigation'as a result of an assault by him 
against Glen Three Stars, an associate of Richard Wilson.

- 2 _

* &
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• ’ ' . ' • FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO®

" " r ’ . ' * •" *

’ . ’ , . \ Date of transcription 4/19/73

. / Ori' this date RICHARD T. LITTLE, Oglala, South Dakota,
furnished the following signed statement:

“ ‘ ' o “April IS, 1973
’ ’ « ’ “Oglala, South Dakota

§ -

“T, BICHARD T. LITTLE, make the following
true and voluntary statement to JOEST RYAN THAYER
and JAMES ALAN HILVERDA, who have identified
themselves to me as Special Agents of the ' *
Federal Bureau of Investigation:

. “I am 39 years of age, having been born 
January 11, 1934, at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 
I have completed four years of High School, 
having completed the Van Nuyes Adult Night 
School, Van Nuyes, California. I am a member 
of the Pine Ridge Reservation Tribal Council 
representing the white clay district.

“About the second week .in March, 1973, 
I, along with several other persons, was at 
the BILLY MILLS parking lot in Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota. This was also known as the Sioux 
Nation parking lot. We were waiting for the 
appearance of Senators JIM ABOURESK and GEORGE 
MD GOVERN, We wished to obtain from the 
Senators the status of the Wounded Knee 
takeover. I would estimate there were 150 
persons present. At one time RICHARD WILSON 
and two of his body guards, GLENN THREE STARS 
and POKER JOE zHERR IVALO were in the parking 
lot. WILSON left for a period and then came 
back with approximately 25 other people who 
I would describe as his “goon squad”. SKI 
JACOBS, a Captain of the Pine Ridge Police 
Department, called DAVE LONG over for the 
purpose of breaking up this group. JACOBS was 
informed that the group was peaceful and that 
'no trouble was intended. JACOBS said, however,

interviewed on 4/18/73 Q(0glala, South Dakota # 44-719

SA JAMES A. HILVERDA and
by SA JOHN RYAN THAYERtsks Dale 4/18/73

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is t|ie properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. - .

i . ■
t ■
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MP 44-719

. jthat this group of people should be broken up. 
^~^^DAVE LONG,, announced to the group that they should 

leave-. I went to my Ford Ranchero accompanied 
Hy the past Tribal President ONE FEATHER. Upon 
approaching-my pickup I was accosted by EARL DEON, 
JR. who stated- that he would take me on at that 
time. I knew that some of WILSON’s forces had 
been drinking and about that time SKI told the 
both of us to break it up. I I got in my pickup 
and started out of the parking lot and at that

’ time I was stopped by GLENN^HREESTARS. GLENN 
THREE STARS approached my vehicle and took a — 
swing at me which' I blocked with my left arm and 
the blow of the force struck the car door. 
JACOBS again came over and stopped the incident 
and at that time I left the parking lot. I 
proceeded to the Wounded Knee junction where I met 
a priest who was leaving the Wounded Knee site,

”We, GERALD ONE FEATHER and myself met with 
this priest in order to obtain information 
concerning what had taken place at Wounded Knee. 
Upon leaving Wounded Knee Junction I then went 
back to Pine Ridge and stopped at a Husky Station 

- in order to obtain gasoline. At that point the 
Area Director WYMAN BABBY and Superintendent STAN 
LYMAN came by and asked me if I desired to make 
a complaint. I decided that I would make a 
complaint and we proceeded to the Pine Ridge 
Police Department. While there Lieutenant MICHAEL 

’ O’ROURKE, a police officer who had been in the 
. parking lot, made the statement that he had seen 

.nothing. Though I knew he was there at the time 
of the incident. At that point I decided I would 
not make a complaint on this incident to the Pine 
Ridge Police Department as I felt that nothing 
would be done about it, I told off the officers 
at the Police Department telling them in affect 
”You can keep your damn complaint,” I also stated 
this to BABBY and LYMAN,

«262 DocM:32MH« Page 7B.
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MP 44-719

’Toll owing this incident I never gave any of 
RICHARD WILSON’s ’goons’ or RICHARD WILSON himself 
a^opportunity to perform any further harassment 
of this kind.- I have made a similar statement to 
my attorney, TOM DIGRAZIA.

**I have read above statement which consists 
of two page and have initialed all corrections, and 
it is true and correct.

”RICHARD T. LITTLE 
”4/18/73

”/s/ SA JOHN RYAN THAYER, Special Agent, FBI, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

”/s/ SA JAMES ALAN HILVERDA, Special Agent, 
FBI, Los Angeles, California”

The following description was taken through inter
view and observation:

Name
Age

-Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weight
Build 
Marital status 
Wife

Social Security #

Education

]
RICHARD.^'^LITTLIU
39
January 11/ 1934
Pine Ridge. Sou tTiLDakoia
6’2”
280
Large, corpulent
Married
CYNTHIA, employed by Pine 

Ridge Moccasin Factory, 
One minor child 

528-38-9812
Post Office Box 10, Oglala, 

South Dakota
Completed equivalency of four 

years high school at the 
Van Nuyes High School, 
California
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FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 < (5
Date of transcription. 4/19/73

’ BIRGIL L,a KILLS STRAIGHT advised that it was his 
desire to"3xscuss" with him an allegation that certain threats
may have been made against him by RICHARD -WILSON, Tribal 
President of the Pine Ridge Oglala-Sioux Reservation. 
KILLS STRAIGHT advised that he is a member of the Tribal
Council of the Oglala-Sioux Reservation and that he had been 
involved in bringing impeachment proceedings against 
RICHARD WILSON in -about February, 1973, because of alleged 
violations by RICHARD WJLSON of the tribal rules and 
regulations, KILLS STRAIGHT is aware that some threats of 
bodily harm had been made against his person at various 
times both before- and after the takeover of Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, in late February, 1973. KILLS STRAIGHT 

HldWse<rf=T^ that these threats have come to him in an 
indirect manner. He knows the source of these threats of 
intimidation against him but refused to reveal the source. 
KILLS STRAIGHT refused to furnish a signed statement setting 
forth the nature and type of the threats. He stated that there 
is a principle known as "Indian Time” which means that an 
Indian at his own time and at his own pace would present 
whatever complaints he may have against the unknown source.

KILLS STRAIGHT refused to furnish any personal 
information about himself and also refused to give his date 
of birth, however, the following description was taken

•.through observation. KILLS STRAIGHT did state that he is
; 31 years of age and a resident of Kyle, South Dakota, which 

is on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation«

: Race 
Height

’ Weight 
Wuild

_ .Eyes
. .Complexion 
Bair

American Indian 
5*8” 
172 
Stocky 
Brown 
Ruddy 
Jet black

Interviewed on„ 4/18/73_________ at Kyle, South Dakota________ File# MP 44-719

SA JAMES A. HILVERDA and
by-----------SA_JOHN RYAN THAYERisks ■___________ ____ —Date dictated 4/19/73

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
it and its contents are not Io be distributed outside your agency. ..

. ./ ■ - ■ ■- -
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RICHARD WILSON;
GLEN THREE STARS;
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
BIRGIL L. KILLS STRAIGHT - VICTIM;
RICHARD T. LITTLE - VICTIM; ' .
C. HOBART KEITH ~ VICTIM

’ Carlton Stoiber, Departmental Attorney, on 
April 19, 1973/ said that he wuld not entertain prosecution 
in this case as there does not appear to be any substantial 
threats or intimidation directed against the victims.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI., It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its. contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. •

7$
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- , FEDERAL* UREAU OF INVESTIGATION - ••

REPORTING office OFFICE OF ORIGIN

PHOENIX
TITLE OF CASE

.YNE WILSON, aka
VitxjHusrd. Wilson3
x Dic^-Wilson 

DUANE' BREWER; • 
" EUlOY^ANISWka

I DATE

! 4/28/75
REPORT MADE BY

I INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

I 4/25/75

• ■ MALLORY D. SMITH 
I CHARACTER OF CASE

unshine JaSiis; j
INSJOWN SUBJECTS: | '

WILLIAM“ROSSMOORE- VICTIM;!
TKRTHA^0PI3MAN-=-^^ --------
ROGER A ^.FINZEL - VICTIM: 
KATHERINE/JAMES - VICTIM; 
EDA'GORDON - VICTIM;
BERNARD 6.- ESCAMILLA - VICTIM

Ime

CR

3 M4Y

Notations

REFERENCE'S. Minneapolis airtel to Bureau, 4/8/75; 
^Minneapolis telephone call, 4/25/75; 

Phoenix teletype to Bureau, 4/25/75.
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- RUC

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
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TALS

CASE HAS SEEN:
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»D-304 (Rev. 3-»-59) . - cr : 'K■ ■ u .
uniWd states department OF J®T!CE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| | 

Copyto;

i • • 
Report of: 
Date:

Field Office File #: 

I ‘
. Titles

1 - U.SO Attorney, Minneapolis

MALLORY D. SMITH office: ‘PHOENIX
April 28, 1975

PX 44-834 Bureau File #:

XXXXX

VVW

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON;
DUANE BREWER;
LE ROY JANIS;
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
WILLIAM ROSSMOORE - VICTIM;
MARTHA COPLEMAN - VICTIM;
ROGER A. FINZEL - VICTIM;
KATHERINE JAMES - VICTIM;
EDA GORDON - VICTIM;
BERNARD B. ESCAMILLA - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS . .

Synopsis: Interview of STANLEY D. LYMAN, Trust Protection
Officer, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Phoenix, Arizona, 
Area Office, set forth in details.

- RUC -

DETAILS:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
•re not to be distributed outside your agency. *



FD-302(Rev. 11-27-70) . & &
FE AaL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 4/28/75

STANLEY D. LYMAN, Trust and Protection Officer 
Phoenix', Arizona, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Area 
Office, furnished the following information:

During the latter part of 1972, LYMAN was 
-the .superintendent of the -BIA located at Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota, Indian Reservation. During that time, 

j an attack was expected from American Indian Movement 
(AIM) members in an attempt to occupy the BIA building 
located at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. LYMAN and DICK 
WILSON, President of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, formulated 
the idea of creating a security guard force to augment 
the BIA police force which was understaffed. LYMAN 
advised that he had more to do with the idea of creating 
the security guard force and the implementation than 
did WILSON. The idea was presented to the Area and 
Central Office of BIA who approved it an.d furnished 
the authority for the implementation of the security 
guard force. LYMAN did not remember that any specific 
tribal officer or body was involved regarding granting 
commissions to the security guard personnel. Applicants 
for the security guard positions were funneled through 
a special police officer of the BIA police force and 
when they were accepted, they were granted commissions 
and placed on the BIA payroll. LYMAN did not remember 
who signed the commissions, although he preferred the 
possibility that he might have signed them himself. 
The decision to hire each applicant was made by himself 
and the Area Director'. • The Personnel Area Office advised 
his office as to the rule pi-ocedure to follow in the 
issuance of the commissions and hiring procedure.
DICK WILSON had nothing to do with granting the commissions 
although he did recommend some individuals as applicants. 
These applicants, along with other applicants, were 
funneled through the special police officer of the BIA 
police force prior to acceptance and being granted a 
commission as a security guard.

4/25/75 Phoenix, Arizona Phoenix 44-834
Interviewed on__ ,___________________at File if 

SA MALLORY D. SMITH:lme 
k,----------------------- .----- - _2_

4/28/75 
Date dictated------------------------------------------------- ----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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PX 44-834 ' '
MDS:lme .
I ; -
L | ■ After an applicant was accepted, he was given
training by a BIA. police officer and furnished a baton 
and mace. The security guards were not authorized to 
carry guns. LYMAN remembered nothing regarding the 
jFBI‘training the security guards but did remember 
that the UOS. Marshals were giving training to'BIA 
police officers-'and it was possible that some of the 
security guards could have been present during these 
training sessions. LYMAN recalled that after a number 
'of the applicants had been processed, that there had been 
too' many mixed-blooded Indians accepted and he had 
insisted on more full-blooded Indians.

LYMAN did not remember if DICK WILSON had 
been issued a commission as a security guard; however, 
he, WILSON, had applied for a permit to carry a gun. ' 
DUANE BREWER, according to LYMAN, was a member of the 
BIA Police force at the time and LYMAN did not think 
that there would be any reason for BREWER to have 
been issued a commission as a security guard and 
doubts that BREWER had been issued such a commission.

A copy of the resolution, number 72-55 dated 
November 10, 1972, of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe signed by LLOYD Wo EAGLEBULL, 
Secretary of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council and attested 
to by DICK WILSON, President, Oglala Sioux Tribal Council 
was furnished to LYMAN for his perusal.

After reading the above-described resolution, 
LYMAN stated he did not recall that the resolution had 
anything to do with the implementation of the security 
guard force, although he said the time would be almost 
.exactly right and the possibility existed that it could 
have comprised part of the authority from which the 
commissions for the security guard force were issued.

After the threat of attack from AIM members had 
died down, the security guard force was disbanded and 
LYMAN believed that this included everyone involved with 
the force.

' -3-



PX 44-834 
MDS:Ime

During January, 1973, another attack from 
AIM members was expected so the security.guard force 
was reactivated; however, control at this time of the 
force was lost and discipline became a problem. As 
-a-^result, , th'e security guard force was disbanded 
over a period of time and was completely defunct 
by the first part of'March, 1973.

LYMAN was unable to recall any specific 
individuals to whom a commission for the security guard 
force was granted inasmuch as his memory was rather 
hazy regarding these individuals due to the passage 
of time.
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APR 2 9 Wo
J|R002 MP CODE

<12 :55 PM URGENT APRIL 29, 1975 DSC

DIRECTOR

FROM MINNEAPOLIS' (44-917) (P)

ATTENTION: JOHN C. CORDON, ROOM 5075, GENERAL CRIMES UNIT,

CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, OFFICE OF INDIAN RIGHTS

ORLIN WAYNE 'WILSON, AKA? ET AL; WILLIAM'ROSSMORE - VICTIM; CIR

ADW; CIVIL RIGHTS 00

RE MINNEAPOLIS NITEL TO DIRECTOR AND OMAHA, APRIL 24, 1975

Asst. Dir.: , 
Admra. . 
Comp. Syst. 
Ext. Affai 
Files 
Gen.Jnv, 
Went._

GID;\

Inspection 
Intell...... .. 
Laboratory------ -  
Plan. & Eval. ---  
Spec. Inv.----------

LEGAL COUNSEL

SPECIAL FEDERAL GRAND JURY (FGJ) RECONVENED RAPID CITY, SOUTH

DAKOTA, APRIL 28, 1975, IN ADDITION TO ROUTINE INDICTMENTS, FGJ . 

RETURNED MISDEMEANOR INDICTMENTS. AGAINST PINE RIDGE' TRIBAL PRESIDENT 

RICHARD WILSON, SR.; RICHARD WILSON, JR.;, DUANE BREWER, FRED BREWER, 

EVERETT BREWER, CHANFIELD FOLSON, AND TONY MOUSSEAUX, CHARGING ALL 
WITH ONE COUNT OF ASSAULTING ROGER FINZEL, WILLIAM ROSSMOORE, EDA / 

GORDON AND BERNARD ESCAMILLA, EACH A NON-INDIAN, IN VIOLATION OF 

TITLE 18, USC, SECTIONS 2, 113(D), AND 1152, AND WITH CONSPIRACY 

TO ASSAULT THE SAME' VICTIMS IN VIOLATION OF TITLE 18, USC, SECTIONS 

113(D). AND 1152. IN ADDITION, DUANE BREWER WAS INDICTED ON A THIRD 

COUNT OF ASSAULTING MA RE I KINGI, A NON-INDIAN, IN VIOLATION OF TITLE 
18, USC, SECTIONS 113(D) AND 1152$^ /v ’ - Z / Q 

M£i*C2ulS2 
CRIMINAL SUMMONSES WILL BE ISSUED, RETURNABLE BEFOREUSDC, RAPID

-t*
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PAGE TWO ' • ■ ■ ; „

CITY, MAY 9, 1975. NO DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION REGARDING RETURN 

OF INDTCT'MrS SHOULD BE MADE UNTIL SUCH TIME AS- THE SUMMONSES HAVE ' 

BEEN SERVED UPON DEFENDANTS, ACCORDING TO INSTRUCTIONS OF JUSTICE 

DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS. ' • •

DEPUTY U.S. MARSHAL (USM) DONALD HERMAN ADVISED HE HAS BEEN 

TELEPHONICALLY INFORMED BY REIS KASH, USM SERVICE, WASHINGTON, D.C., 

THAT AN UNKNOWN NUMBER OF USM’S WILL BE DETAILED TO PINE RIDGE IND’IAN 

RESERVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA, FOR TRAINING PURPOSES. NO .TIME LIMIT FOR 

THIS TRAINING PROGRAM HAS BEEN SET TO HERMAN’S KNOWLEDGE. HE STATED 

IT IS HIS UNDERSTANDING, AMONG OTHER DUTIES USM’S WILL RIDE IN PATROL 

CARS WITH BIA OFFICERS. PLAN'APPARENTLY INCLUDES A U.S. MAGISTRATE 

TRAVELLING TO PINE RIDGE RESERVATION ONE DAY EACH WEEK. ’

- DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY DENNIS ICKES STATED MAGISTRATE’S DUTIES ON 

RESERVATION WOULD‘BE TO HANDLE PRELIMINARY HEARINGS, APPEARANCES IN 

RESPONSE TO SUMMONSES AND POSSIBLY NON-JURY TRIALS. '

MR. HERMAN ADVISED HE WAS TOLD BY.KASH PLAN INCLUDES ESTABLISHMENT 

OF A TEMPORARY FBI FIELD OFFICE AT RUSHVILLE, NEBRASKA. 

■ MR. ICKES ADVISED ADDITIONAL AUSAS ARE BEING ASSIGNED TO SOUTH 
DAKOTA^AND THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS REQUESTED CHIEF JUDGE OF THE 

EIGHTH CIRCUIT COURT TO IMPLEMENT ASSIGNMENT OF ADDITIONAL JUDICIAL 

MANPOWER TO SOUTH DAKOTA. HE SAID THIS INCLUDES STRENGTHENING OF 

THE U.S. MAGISTRATE’S OFFICES IN SOUTH DAKOTA.
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FGJ MET ^TH FEDERAL.JUDGE ANDREW BOGUE, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, 

i APRIL 29, 1975. FGJ WAS INSTRUCTED BY THE COURT THAT UPON COMPLETING 

j ITS RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE LAW ENFORCEMENT SITUATION ON THE 

PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION THE RECOMMENDATION SHOULD BE RETURNED TO 

THE COURT IN SEALED FORM, AFTER WHICH THE COURT WILL REVIEW THEM AND 

MAKE A DETERMINATION AS TO WHAT ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN..

• ICKES INDICATED FGJ IS DISTURBED AT HAVING BEEN 'ABLE TO RETURN 

ONLY MISDEMEANOR INDICTMENTS AND DESIRES TO MAKE PUBLIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

THEY MIGHT HAVE CONCERNING LAW ENFORCEMENT ON THE RESERVATION. ICKES 

POINTED OUT THE GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATION HAS NOT YET BEEN FURNISHED 

TO THE COURT BUT WILL PROBABLY .MENTION THE DUPLICATION OF EFFORT IN 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AT PINE RIDGE AND THE RECOMMENDATION THAT THE BIA 

POLICE DEPARTMENT EITHER BE PLACED UNDER THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OR ' 

UNDER A SEPARATE AGENCY. * .

BUREAU IS ADVISED THE ABOVE INFORMATION, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 

THE INFORMATION REGARDING RETURN OF INDICTMENTS, IS ORAL AND NO 

WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION HAS YET BEEN RECEIVED BY MARSHALS OFFICE 

REGARDING REPORTED JUSTICE DEPARTMENT PLANS FOR PINE RIDGE 

RESERVATION. 7

END ■
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> ' t . GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION . %
' , This conceal a prej’.’minary report issftl by a ~secial

’• Federal Grand Jury (FGu. sitting at Rapid City,So^<ih Dakota, 
' concerning its investigatibn of crimes on the Pine Ridge • 

. . Indian Reservation. •
’ • Attached advises that on 4/29/75, the FGJ sitting at
. ■ 1 .Rapid City returned a preliminary report concerning its _

x J investigation of crimes on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
I which, in effect, concluded that confusion exists between

-—j , the—various law enforcement agencies as to who has authority 
' on'the reservation and that this confusion,has resulted in 
■ a duplication of effort and occasionally friction between the 

' ' : • different agencies. .
j The report'acknowledged the Department of Justice is 

' ■ charged with the primary responsibility for enforcing the
. laws of the United States but that it is the Department of
: the Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs that is primarily 

responsible for law and order on the reservation.
• . The three-page report contained no criticism of the FBI

and recommended that the Department of Justice, or a . 
similarly obligated Federal agency, be delegated the law 
enforcement responsibility on reservations. It did observe 

- that persons living on an Indian reservation in South"Dakota
. j are subjected to a lesser quality of life in part due to a

' certain degree of failure by all branches .of the Federal
" Government. The report concluded that the FGJ intends to .
, further deliberate and expects to issue a final report.

I ' 1 - Mr. Mintz
• x — nx. xnooney

* • - 1 - Mr. Moore
•’ • 1 - Mr. Wanna11

/ ' *' TMG:erg
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/ 
t FEUEHAk 0UH1AU OF IfWKTIGATWN

//XY CT* ?

3:40 PM URGENT/ APRIL 30, 197 5 DSC

DIRECT^

FROM APOLIS (70-8448) (P)

j
Assue. Dir. ___  

Dup.-A-D.-Ata 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv_

Asst. Dir.:
Admin. _____ .
Comp. ,Svst. _
E.rt. Affair// 

; • Files & tU^ 
' Gen.

Ident........ I—!_
. Inspection  

Intell. 
: Laboratory 

Plan. & Eval.
| Spec. Inv. __r..

I Training____
5 L: "al Gmn.__

ATTENTION: ROBERT J. LALLY, JR.; ROOM 5078, GENERAL CRIMES UNIT,‘ QtpVy 

PINE RIDGE SUMMARY, SPECIAL GRAND JURY. • ; \ /

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL 29, 1975, CAPTIONED 
"OLIN WAYNE WILSON,- AKA; ET AL; WILLIAM^OSSMORE - JOCJIM; CIR- q

ADW; CIVIL RIGHTS," MINNEAPOLIS FILE 44-917. ’

• ON APRIL 29, 1975, THE FEDERAL GRAND JURY (FGJ) SITTING AT RAPID

CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, RETURNED A "PRELIMINARY REPORT" CONCERNING ITS 
INVESTIGATION OF CRIMES ON THE PINE. RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION, SD. A

THIS PRELIMINARY REPORT SAYS IN EFFECT THAT THERE IS CONFUSION BETWEEN

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, INCLUDING TRIBAL, STATE AND FEDERAL, AS TO

WHO HAS WHAT AUTHORITY ON THE RESERVATION AND THAT THIS HAS RESULTED 

IN DUPLICATION OF EFFORT AND OCCASIONALLY FRICTION BETWEEN THE AGENCIES.

' .wsosa W — _■ ~
■ / / x

THE THREE PAGE PRELIMINARY REPORT STATES THAT WHILE THE DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE IS CHARGED WITH THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR ENFORCING 

THE CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LAWS OF THE U.S., IT IS THE DEPARTMENT OF 

INTERIOR’S BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS (BIA) THAT IS PRIMARILY __  ___
RESPONSIBLE FOR LAW AND ORDER ON THE RESERVATION. *

S MAY 5 1075
THE FGJ RECOMMENDS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OR“a SIMILARLY 

OBLIGATED .
FEDERAL AGENCY, SHOULD BE DELEGATED THE LAW ENFORCEMENT 

RESPOffeWtlTY ON RESERVATIONS. ,
^2. I y ' | ( t I ,

LABI'S . AA/
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THE GRAND JURY PRELIMINARY REPORT DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY CRITICISM OF .THE 

FBI. . THE REPORT IS AS FOLLOWS: •

"PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE FEDERAL GRAND JURY IN RE MATTERS AT 

PINE RIDGE - ■ ■

^TaSLIER^THIS .YEAR THIS GRAND JURY HEARD TESTIMONY FROM OVER 

80 WITNESSETH© TESTIFIED AS TO SPECIFIC ALLEGED CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 

ON THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION. FROM THESE WITNESSES’ TESTIMONY IT 

HAS BECOME CLEAR TO US THAT NOT ALL AGENCIES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

ARE PERFORMING THEIR LAW AND ORDER RESPONSIBILITY IN A SATISFACTORY 

MANNER. BECAUSE OF OUR OATH AS GRAND JURORS WE CANNOT REVEAL SPECIFIC 

TESTIMONY WHICH LEADS US TO THIS CONCLUSION; THEREFORE, WE " 

REFER TO SUCH TESTIMONY GENERALLY. -

* IT IS APPARENT THAT THE LAW ENFORCEMENT-ACTIVITY CURRENTLY '

HANDLED BY THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS IS NOT SUFFICIENTLY FUNDED TO 

PROVIDE THE NECESSARY QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF PERSONNEL, 

EQUIPMENT, AND OTHER HUMAN AND PHYSICAL RESOURCES NECESSARY TO 

EFFECTUATE A GOOD LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM ON THE RESERVATION. IN 

ADDITION, WE LEARNED THAT THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS LAW ENFORCEMENT 

COMMAND STRUCTURE PRECLUDES PROFESSIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY AND 

AREA SPECIAL OFFICERS FROM DIRECT AUTHORITY OR CONTROL OVER 

SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. THIS CONDITION PLACES NON-LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINED

PERSONS IN COMMAND OF A HIGHLY TECHNICAL FIELD. TESTIMONY SHOWED

\ - • ' • • • 4
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PAGE THREE

THAT BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS SUPERINTENDENTS AND AREA DIRECTORS ARE 

SELECTED ON THE BASIS OF SKILLS OTHER THAN ANY TRAINING, EXPERIENCE AND 

EXPERTISE IN LAW AND LAW ENFORCEMENT. THUS, THE ALLOCATION OF 

PERSONNEL AND FISCAL RESOURCES IS MORE LIKELY TO REFLECT A LACK OF 

FAMILIARITY’WITH THE LAW ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS. IN. LIGHT OF THIS, IT 

WOULD SEEM APPROPRIATE. .TO PROVIDE FOR PROFESSIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICIALS TO HAVE MORE DIRECT CONTROL OVER LAW ENFORCEMENT ON INDIAN 

RESERVATIONS.

•TESTIMONY ALSO DISCLOSED THAT THERE IS A CONFUSION OF 

RESPONSIBILITY AS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS. THE* 

QUESTION OF WHETHER STATE, TRIBAL OR FEDERAL COURTS HAVE JURISDICTION 

OVER A GIVEN SITUATION IS STILL NOT SUFFICIENTLY CLEAR. IN ADDITION, 

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, WHICH IS 

PRINCIPALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR LAW AND ORDER, ALTHOUGH NOT PRIMARILY A 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, HAS HAD TO USE THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL 

SERVICE, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS, AND 

ITS L.ITIGATIVE COMPONENTS IN WASHINGTON, D.C. TO SHARE ITS LAW 

ENFORCEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS. THIS HAS 

APPARENTLY RESULTED IN DUPLICATION OF EFFORT, CONFUSION OF 

RESPONSIBILITY, AND OCCASIONALLY FRICTION BETWEEN THE AGENCIES* 

THIS CONDITION DOES NOT SERVE THE BEST INTEREST OF JUSTICE IN OUR 

OPINION. WE BELIEVE THAT THE LAW ENFORCEMENT RESPONSIBILITY SHOULD



PAGE FOUR * * .. 9-
RESIDE WITHIN ONE AGENCY. BECAUSE THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IS • u -
CHARGED WITH THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR ENFORCING THE CRIMINAL 

AND CIVIL LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES, AND BECAUSE THE DEPARTMENT 

OF INTERIOR’S BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS IS PRIMARILY. RESPONSIBLE FOR • 

DELIVERING SOCIAL SERVICES TO MEMBERS OF FEDERALLY .RECOGNIZED INDIAN 

TRIBES, WE BELIEVE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OR A SIMILARLY 

OBLIGATED FEDERAL AGENCY,' SHOULD BE DELEGATED THE LAW ENFORCEMENT 

RESPONSIBILITY ON’INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

•WE ARE ALSO DISMAYED TO LEARN THROUGH OUR INVESTIGATION THAT 

THE TRIBAL COURT SYSTEM IS NOT ADEQUATELY SUPPORTED BY FUNDS, * »
PERSONNEL, OR OTHER RESOURCES WHICH NORMALLY ARE AVAILABLE TO "STATE 

AND FEDERAL COURTS. THE MOST STRIKING INADEQUACY WAS THE LACK OF FUNDS 

TO HOLD JURY TRIALS WHEN TRIAL BY JURY WAS DEMANDED BY TRIBAL COURT 

DEFENDANTS. THIS APPARENTLY HAS RESULTED IN A LARGE BACKLOG OF 

CRIMINAL CASES AND A LONG DELAY IN BRINGING THOSE CHARGED WITH 

COMMITTING CRIMINAL OFFENSES TO TRIAL. '

’IT IS OUR OBSERVATION THAT PERSONS WHO LIVE ON AN INDIAN 

RESERVATION IS SOUTH DAKOTA, BOTH INDIAN AND NON-INDIAN, ARE SUBJECT 

TO A .LESSER QUALITY OF LIFE, IN PART DUE TO A CERTAIN DEGREE OF • .

FAILURE BY ALL BRANCHES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

•INASMUCH AS THIS GRAND JURY HAS HEARD NUMEROUS WITNESSES AND 

EXAMINED MANY EVIDENTIARY ITEMS, AND BECAUSE THE SITUATION DEMANDS

NW 68262 DocW:3218M80 Page 80
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' r, “

' > x

IMMEDIATE CONCERN BY THE RELEVANT PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES, WE 

SUBMIT THIS DOCUMENT AS A PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE GRAND JURY. 

THIS GRAND JURY INTENDS TO FURTHER DELIBERATE THESE MATTERS AND 

EXPECTS^FlsSUE A FINAL REPORT. * .. .

' THIS PRELIMINARY REPORT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE UNANIMOUS VOTE 

OF THIS GRAND JURY AND TRANSMITTED TO THE COURT ON THE 29TH DAY OF 

APRIL, 1975." ’ ..

END . . ' ’

MAH FBIHQ ACK FOR ONE •

WA CLR -
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FD-36 (R^v. 5-22-64)
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o

F B I

Date: April 29, 1975

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via A I R T E L
(Priority)

- TO DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SAC, NEW HAVEN (44-591) (RUC) 
(!)

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, aka;
ET AL; (2/
WILLIAM ROSSMOORE - VICTIM
CIR-ADW; '
CIVIL RIGHTS .
(00: MINNEAPOLIS)

Re Minneapolis airtels and 4/17/75

Enclosed for the Bureau are 2 copies and for 
Minneapolis 6 copies of an FD-302 setting forth results 
of interview with victim WILLIAM ROSSMOORE.

A

£

Indices of the New Haven 
, prior reference to ROSSMOORE.

RK-fc
Jt;

Office contain no

2 - Minneapolis (Enc. 6)
1 - New Haven
WCB/iw

(5) i

5 1 JlW W5Specl„,^„r<lnCtoge
Sent

»4 MAY 1 1975

GPO-1970 O - 402-73S

M Per



iOZ^TR&vril-27-70)

?' 4 .

eDERAL bureau of investigation

ApTXl 29,1975

4

■ , to April 29, 1975, Mr. WILLIAM R0SSM00RE, Attorney,
218 Bedford Street, Stamford, Connecticut, .was shown in a 
photograph spread photographs of 43 individuals. After viewing 
the photograph, spread, Mr. ROSSMOORE stated that he could not 
ideiitify positively any of the photographs as being identical 
with any of the individuals who had accosted him on February 26, 
1975 nor could he positively identify any of them as being 
participants in the activity at the Pine Ridge Indian Reser
vation on February 26, 1975.

Interviewed on_ 4/29/75 ___ot Stamford, Connecticut Fiie # NH 44-591

by SA WILLIAM C. BRADSHAW /jw Dote dictated

This document contains* neither recommendations nor'conclusions o 
it and’ Us contents ore not to be distributed* outside your agency.

and is loaned Io your agency;



t FEDERAL BUREAU Of IWCSTfCATWK

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIONS

4^33^5

NR 00l OM PLAIN v f ■

11:35 AM NITELz4/23/75-SKH

Assoc, Dird — 
Dep.-A.D. 
Dep.-A.D-Ir.;.

Asst Dir.:
Admin.-------------
Comp. Syst.
Ext Affairffi 
Files & 
Gen. Inv.c-<Zp. 
Ident. ---------—
Inspection -------  
Intell. -------- 
Laboratory 
plan. & Eval. 
Spec. Inv. ------  
Training-------

Legal Conn. .. - 
Telephone linx. 
Director Sec’y -

TO: DIR

NNEAPOLIS (44-917)

TOR, FBI

FROM: OMAHA (44-620) (P)

(^1

ATTENTION: GID, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, OFFICE OF INDIAN RIGHTS

ORLIN WAYNE-WILSON, AKA? ET AL; WILLIAM ROSSMORE - L.

ET AL; CIR - ADW; CIVIL RIGHTS. 00: MINNEAPOLIS

RE MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL TO BUREAU, APRIL 8, 1975, AND

MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL TO NEW HAVEN, APRIL 17, 1975

ON APRIL 23, 1975, CONTACT WITH WOUNDED KNEE LEGAL

DEFENSE-OFFENSE COMMITTEE OFFICE, COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA,

REVEALED VICTIMS MARTHA COPLEMAN AND KATHERINE JAMES CURRENT-

LY IN RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, WHERE THEY WILL REMAIN FOR

AN UNKNOWN PERIOD OF TIME AND CAN BE REACHED AT TELEPHONE

605-348-5846. VICTIM BER CURRENTLY PATIENT^

AT DOUGLAS COUNTY HOSPITAL, 0 MA A, ’NEBRASKA, AND CONTACT

WITH DR* CECILE ZIELINSKI, CHIEF SURGEON REVEALS ESCAMILLA APR 28 1975

UNDERWENT SERIOUS SURGERY APRIL 21, 1975, AND INTERVIEW

NOT POSSIBLE UNTIL WEEK OF APRIL 28, 1975 - MAY 3, 1975.

MINtjSAPO^IS AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA. CONTACT 

cop

NW 68262 Docld:3298M86 PageW



PAGE TWO. ON 44-620 . ‘

OMAHA AT OMAHA, NEBRASKAo WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT

WITH DR. ZIELINSKI RE INTERVIEW OF ESCAMILLA*

END. -

JMT FBIHQ CLR
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NH PLAIN
kdfral auRbvj -if swt-sna-tH^ 
WW!GA»S SECTION

Assoc. Dir. _ ___ ~ 
Dep.-A. D.-Adat. , 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv,£_^

Asst. Dir.:
Admin. __  k
Comp. Syst.

94 3PM NITEL APRIL 29,1975 LM

TO: DIRECTOR

MINNEAPOLIS (44-917)

FROM: • NEW HAVEN (44-59!) (P)

j Ext Affairs 
| Files & CoMe

r / z 1 *O , Q/
ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, AKA; ET AL; WILLIAM ROSSMOORE-VICT IM

Gen.
Ident -----•
Inspection ----------
Intel!.--------------
Laboratory  ___ .
Plan. & Eval.
Spec. inv. „—„
Training ------- --

Legal Conn. ____—
Telephone Rm.
Director Sec’y

CIR-ADW; CR. 00 MP

RE MINNEAPOLIS AIRTELS APRIL 8,1975, AND APRIL 17, 1975.

FOR INFORMATION, VICTIM ROSSMOORE ON APRIL 29,1975 AFTER 

VIEWING PHOTOGRAPHS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS

AS BEING INVOLVED IN ANY ACTIVITY AT 

ON FEB. 26,1975.,..;

THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION

* - 1/ ,
( 7

FD 302 FOLLOWS.

Em

PL SHOLD

i4^

MAY 1 1975

pg’ '.I m kmwwj
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830 PM.APR 25, 1975 NITEL

l&r&n&VIGif

JRL ' ■

TO DIRECTOR

MINNEAPOLIS (44-917)

FROM PHOENIX (44-834) (P)

CRLIN WAYNE WILSON, AKA: ET AL. CIR-ADW. 00: MP

RE MP AIRTEL TO BUREAU DATED APR 8, 1975

ON APR 25 1975, STANLEY D. LYMAN, TRUST PROTECTION

OFFICER, BUREAU

Asst Dir./ -------

. Ad”.-.in. .____
; Corap. gyat

I yiiei & ;
I Gen. Inr./)<. /

I
.. XnepecHoit .
' Intel]...... ~ "
I Laboratory __
, Ksu. & Eval, __ 

Spec. lay.__ 
Training’ . " ’;

Legnl Coup. __77 ) 
Telephone Rm. J” i 
Director -tW^'____ |
*********,lr” ****»»*«* wrwTwf

a

OF INDIAN AFFAIRS (BIA), PHOENIX AREA OFFICE

ADVISED THAT DURING LATTER PART 1972 A SECURITY POLICE FORCE

TO AUGMENT BIA POLICE FORCE HAD BEEN CREATED DUE TO- THREATENED

ATTACK BY AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) MEMBERS. THE APPLI

CANTS WERE FURNISHED TRAINING BY BIA POLICE OFFICERS AND WERE

NOT AUTHORIZED TO CARRY GUNS BUT WERE GIVEN BATONS AND MACE

AFTER THEIR TRAINING, THEY WERE ASSINGED TO

WORK UNDER BIA POLICE OFFICERS AND STATIONED AT VARIOUS BUILDINGS 

IN EVENT OF ATTACK FROM AIM MEMBERS. LYMAN STATED IDEA OF SECURITY 

POLICE FORCE WAS MORE HIS DOING ALTHOUGH DICK WILSON HAD

COOPERATED WITH BIA IN MATTER BUT ACTUALLY HAD LITTLE TO DO 
WTH ACTUAL IMPLEMENTATION OTHER THAN RECOMMENfX^^^O WERE 

THEN FUNNELED THROUGH SPECIAL OFFICER OF BIA POLICE FORCE.. REC Si -
AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH SECURITY GUARD FORCE APPROVED BY

END PG ONE y '
3 APR 30 1975

& 6 MAY 0 9 1975
■ ■ * • » *

■ i : ■ ■■ ' , t
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IX 44-834 ■

CENTRAL AND AREA OFFICES ALONG WITH LYMAN’S APPROVAL. 

©VICE RECEIVED FROM PERSONNEL AREA OFFICE AS TO PROCEDURE 

AND APPLICANTS, AFTER APPROVAL, WERE PLACED ON BIA PAYROLL. 

LYMAN STATED HE DOES NOT RECOLLECT 'WHO SIGNED AND/OR GRANTED 

OOMMISSSIONS ALTHOUGH HE MAY HAVE SIGNED A FEW HIMSELF. TO 
BEST OF HIS MEMORY, NO ^CIFIC TRIBAL OFICER OR BODY 

INVOLVED AS REGARDS SOURCE OF AUTHORITY BY WHICH COMMISSIONS 

GRANTED. HE ADVISED DICK WILSON HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH 

GRANTING COMMISSIONS AND ONLY MADE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING 

GRANTING OF COMMISSIONS TO APPLICANTS HE .RECOMMENDED. LYMAN 

DOES NOT RECALL DICK WILSON HAD OBTAINED PERMIT TO 

CARRY GUN AND DUANE BREWER WAS ON BIA POLICE FORCE AT THE 

TIME. ,LYMAN DOES NOT RECALL. NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS RECEIVING 

COMMISSIONS. LYMAN WAS SHOWN COPY OF TRIBAL RESOLUTION

72-55 DATED NOV 10, 1972, AND ADVISED IT DID NOT COMPOSE 

FART OF AUTHORITY FROM WHICH COMMISSIONS ISSUED ALTHOUGH THE 

DATE WOULD BE RIGHT AND THAT IT IMPOSSIBLE IT DID CONSTITUTE 

FART OF AUTHORITY; HOWEVER, TO BEsUf HIS MEMORY, IT DID NOT. 

END PG TWO •

\ . *
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FK 44-834

AFTER THREAT OF ATTACK FROM AIM DURING LATTER PART OF

19 72 DEGENERATED, SECURITY FORCE WAS DISBANDED. DURING'EARLY 

JANURAY, 1973, ATTACK FROM AIM MEMBERS AGAIN FEARED AND 

SCURITY GUARD FDRCE~1?ESURRECTED. HOWEVER, DURING THIS PERIOD 

BIA LOST CONTROL AND DISCIPLINE BECAME PROBLEM. AS RESULT, 

SCURITY GUARD FORCE" AGAIN DISBANDED AND FOR FIRST PART OF 

MARCH, 1973, WAS COMPLETELY DEFUNCT.

REPORT FOLLOWS. END

PLSN
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NR012 MP CODED
COMMUNICATIONS S&M 

APR 2 1975
628PM NITEL APRIL 24, 1975 AGL

TO DIRECTOR, FBI
r /

OMAHA 44-620"

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 44^9X7-^ <P)

OFFICE OF INDIAN RIGHTS

Dep.-Af-ln^
Asst
Admin. ____ _
C*>n:p f --t___

Inspection_____
Intel.. • ______

Lab ant a-y ____
Plan. & EvaL „
Spec. Inv.______
Training 

Legal Courr. _  
Telephone Sic. _. 
Director See’y

ATTN: GID, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
ORLIN WAYNE vJILSON, AKA, ET AL; WILLIAM^OSSMORE - VICTIM; CR;

•00: MINNEAPOLIS.

RE MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL TO BUREAU, APRIL 8, 1975; MINNEAPOLIS • 

AIRTEL TO NEW’ HAVEN, APRIL 17, 1975, AND OMAHA TELETYPE TO BUREAU, 

APRIL 23, 1975. t ’ y

. KATHERINE JAMES CURREN ADVISED APRIL 24, 1975, THAT MARTHA 

COPLEMAN Had RETURNED TO COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA, AND COULD BE REACHED 

AT THE PREVIOUSLY SET OUT ADDRESS.

OMAHA AT COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA.

PRESENT PHOTO SPREAD TO MARTHA COPLEMAN AS SET OUT IN REFERENCED 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

END.

REC 67

51 MAY 0 7^5
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F B I

Date: 4/23/73

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

Director,'. FBI

MINERVA

»CR

ATTENTION:

NEAPOLIS (44-72412 CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
(C) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. . ) 

WILSON, DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV.
___ IOUX_TR.IBAL_CHAIRMO; ?

EUGENETrOOKS , OGLALA SIOUX_ TRIBAL HOUSING DIRECTOR^ \ 
HE0D0RE\TlBBETTS7"0GLALALS-iduX TRIBAL. JUDGE;

LOOKING ELK, aka Minerva ..Walks. Out - VICTIM

ODIH □ CRA-64

□ Bomb Threats
□ PA OPE nPF

□ Extremist Matters
□ White Hate □ Black

Summary of Complaint: ' X-

On 4/11/73, BARBARA MEAT® advised that she had determined 
frbm various individuals that Tribal Chairman RICHARD WILSON 
was having Tribal Judge TIBBETTS issue court orders evicting from 
their homes all reservation residents who have been actively 
opposing the present tribal government.

MEANS stated that she had seen one court order issued 
4/10/73 in the name of MINERVA LOOKING ELK, also known as MINERVA 
WALKS OUT. MEANS stated EUGENE ROOKS, Housing Director, is 
assisting WII50N.

Subsequent investigation at Piq^ Ridge, South Dakota, has 
determined that no one has been evicted'yfrbm their homes for

ACTION: UACB: REG-55 //-
□ No further action being taken and y ”

[£] LHM enclosed Copy furnished to USA sinny -Falls ,S .p 
□ FD-376 (enclosure to LHM) and Departmental

/2 L Bureau
(Enc. 6)'

\ L - Minneapolis □ LHM being submitted Attorney, Civil Rights
;^\\HJB: smo . ।—। Report being submitted Division, Dept, of Justice,

(3) ; ' Preliminary investigation instituted a-fc P*ne Ridge, S.D.
/I □/Limited investigation instituted____________

2 APR 30 1973

Special Agent in Charge
Sent M Per

; NW 6826? Oocld:3298B686 Page 98 *



MP--44-724

actively opposing the present tribal government. Departmental 
Attorney^* DENNIS ICKES advised that no prosecutive action would 
be taken in view of the above facts. No further investigation 
is being conducted;-' '

- 2 -
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In Reply, Please Refer to .
File No. ■

. ' MP 44 “724

UNITED b TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDEBAL-BUKEAU OF INVESTIGATION

Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
April 23, 1973 ...

RICHARD WILSON, .
OGLALA- SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN; .*
EUGENE ROOKS,
OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL HOUSING DIRECTOR;

■ THEODORE TIBBETTS,
OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL JUDGE;

^MLNERVA LOOKING ELK, AISO KNOWN AS 
MINERVA WALKS OUT - VICTIM

The following is the result of investigation at 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota,, concerning alleged Federal 
violations by above subjects who allegedly were attempting 
to evict reservation residents from their homes for 
opposing the Tribal Government. Those evictions were 
to .be accomplished by the issuance of court, orders.

This document contains neither recommendations noi* 
----- conclusions-of--the—Federal Bureau of Investigation-, -

It is the property of the Federal Bureau of .
_ Investigation and is loaned to your agency; it and - 

its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.

^CLOSURE
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’ ■ ; v ‘J, • ‘ ■ /^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION }. ’ . ''

. Is* *, • ' * . i ; . ‘ • . ' - ■ '
'^ - ‘ 4/22/73-

: < if; ' ; - Mrs. WYNEHA JAKIS was contacted by SA JOSEPH C.
: pj:.’.-McDONALD and SA .MARVIN J. DKlCK-iK and after she was advised of

. . ' L the. identities of the Agents, she furnished th®’following infor-
. nation: . .

• > ■ • ■’• *
: .. : Mrs. JANIS is the secretary of the Oglala Sioux Tribal

\ Housing Authority-and also, the Director of the Crazy Hox’s© hous-
•: ’ing development, Pine Ridge, South Dakota. Th© Oglala Sioux

• Tribal Housing Authority has Jurisdiction over all low and high 
yent tribal housing located at Pine Ridge, Wounded Knee, Manderson

' . Kyle, Wanblee, Potato Creek, Allen, and Martin on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation.

' t- -

MINERVA WALKS OUT, who is also known as MINERVA LOOKING 
‘ ■ ELK, resides at house nmber 34, Northridge low rent housing 

development, Pine Ridge, South Dakota. No action has ever been 
taken, to evict MINERVA WALKS OUT ncr, according to her records, 
has any eviction action be-en contemplated- against hex’. MINERVA ■ 
WALKS OUT’s rent has been paid for the current- period and her 
next payment is due in May, 1973.

Interviewed on 4/19/73 ot Pin© Ridge, youth Dakota f.i. * MP <•“ -734

SA HARVO J. BRACIJiN 
by___ SA JO.3EPH C. MCDONALD;sao 4/20/73 

• 2
This documentconluins neither recommendations nor conclusions of j^q || js properly of Iho FBI and Is loaned to your ognncy; 
It and Hs contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. * • *
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i . . • . Date of transcription 4/z2/73

’ SIDNEY WITT, Oglala Sioux Tribal Prosecutor, v/as ' ■•
; • .interviewed by SA JOSEPH G. McDOlAKD and SA B1RVIN- 
’ and ha furnished the follov/ing information: •

-* ~ II® processes all eviction orders reqiiostcd by EUGENE ■
• ’ROOKS, Director of'Low Rent Housing, and WYITEU^ JANIS, Director 

of Crazy Horse Housing, which ccojwises all trib?;! housing on
■ the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. WITT stated that no eviction
■. orders have been issued by the Tribal Court since Karch 15, 1973.

Interviewed on 4/18/73 ot Pit.Ci . HOUth IMhotSi. File # M? 44 724

nA XAWZM J. BRACKEN
by___£A_£U>Eni C._ Hc^ALD:sao Oot8 dialed J__ 4/20/73_________

• 3
ThU document conjoint neither rocommendoilons nor conclusions of the FBI. li 1$ the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your ogoncyj 
It and U, contents* ore no! to be distributed outside your agency, * , * j
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Date of transcription l,y^ /.J / g^-

K V f

. • ELK, house wnta?
'/' wais interviewed by Special Acuate of the ^151,, Erlce to tua . . 
:, • Interview 2JHIERVA was advised of the identtty of the

• viewing Agents, She then furnished the follcwiag xs-ifoKitukxons

She had heard minors that Kims® WXLS0.M? Tribal 
Chairman, Pine Kidge Indian reservation, was pluming to 
evict everyone from their names who had xecnntly been term
inated from their employment as Ccmixmity Health represent’- 
atives# Ker cxnplojracnb as a Comunity Health Tteprdsaatative 
Secretary was terminated on April 5, 1973, as a direct result '-? 
of being politically active and demonstrating against the 
political policies of W/JuSOH and the Tribal (k>we:nw-oat..

She farther afvisad that she had net raerdvoi .iray 
eviction notices from tin .Tribal h^-xsil^ig authority
and that her rent was jeid Tip tbrsagh l-ley 9#. 19731

milWA WALKS ii? dr: cribod as a Indian^
5’7”, UO perr.^ Social f-rr .city fwirr 30^-^ black 
IwlXi brcjvm ayes, wears [,.;.a,i.ri;i /

She prefers not to &ign a signed statoinent.

Interviewed on------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SA mm J. BACKS’I arid
by.------ ------------------------------------------dkiiirsfe?-----Do,e d’c’oted—4j/2-O/^S------------—

• • • ■ • .4 ' :
Thli doevmeo! conjoins neither recommendations nor conclusions, of the FBI. V Is the properly of the FBI and Is loaned Io your agency;
It ond^ Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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RICHARD WILSON; ’ 
EUGENE ROOKS; 
THEODORE TIBBETTS; 
MINERVA LOOKING ELK

• The facts of this case were presented/co R. Dennis
. -Ickes, Departmental Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice, 

. on April 21, 1973, by Special Agents Marvin J, Bracken
* •’ and Joseph C. Me Donald of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation and he advised that no prosecutive action 
,-b' would be taken inasmuch as jio violation of the Civil Rights 

Statute exists. .

• Richard ”Dick" Wilson is the duly-elected
’ • President of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council, .

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, and in this
‘ position he has taken a strong stand against _

the American Indian Movement (AIM) and its 
objectives. Impeachment action has been taken .
against Wilson on numerous occasions by members

« of the Tribal Council sympathetic to AIM,
and his removal has been a primary objective 
of AIM at Wounded Knee, South Dakota. He 
and his supporters, commonly i’eferred to as 
his "goon squad,” have been the subjects of 
numerous civil rights complaints that have 
been made during the negotiations at Wounded 
Knee. .

i , 
= • e
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Minneapolis report of SA JOHN RYAN THAYER dated 4/26/73

ADMINISTRATIVE

- C -

All persons interviewed in connection-with this matter 
were advised that this investigation was being conducted at the 
request of the Assistant Attorney General,- Civil Rights Division, 
United States Department of Justice, *

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED gQ NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I I YES K)nO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
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un®:d states department of j^tice

, - - FEDERAL-BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Co to- * “ Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
opyto: _ Departmental Attorney, Pine Ridge, South Dakota

Report of: " .CARL E. UNDERHILL Office: Minneapolis,
Date: j^y 21, 1973 • Minnesota

Field Office File #: 44—730’ ' ' Bureau File #:

RICHARD WILSON; '
. ’’GOON SQUAD”;

SEVERT YOUNG BEAR - VICTIM; 
ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis: SEVERT YOUNG BEAR not home when residence of his sister
■ and husband shot at. YOUNG BEAR had no- suspects other 

than the possibility of ELMER WINTERS, Witnesses indicate 
vehicle WINTERS driving broken down at Batesland, South 
Dakota, before time of shooting. R. DENNIS ICKES, 
Departmental Attorney, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised 
no further investigation necessary at this time.

- C -

DETAILS; - : 1 -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions'of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. . .

e U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 0 - 406-840
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I •' ' ' T ’ L . ' Onto nt Irnnseriplion Ufa V 1 ,

RICHARD RED OWL was located at the grade school 
at Batesland, South Dakota^ RED OWL advised that he is 

■ .. employed in a liaison capacity between the school and the 
community and has been so employed since January, 1973.

, <
RED OWL was advised of the nature and purpose of 

the interview. He advised-that he was acquainted with ELLIER
• WINTER and that WINTER *was well known in the area as a 

common drunk. He did not know if WINTER was presently 
employed. •

Approximately tv/b weeks ago, sometime around news 
time which is IOjOO p.m., WINTERS walked Lip to.RED OWL’s 
door and asked if he'could use the telephone. He. saidjiis 
car had thrown a rod. He smelled like he had been drinking 
but he walked okay and talked without slurring his words. . 
He said he wanted to call pine Ridge and even though it was 
a toll call RED OWL said ho went- ahead and let WINTER use 
the telephone just to get rid of him.-

WINTER called and talked to someone and it sounded 
as if he were talking with his father-in-law at pine Ridge; 
he asked him to come get them. RED OWL pointed out that when 
asked who them was, WINTER was accompanied by his wife.

. Apparently the father-in-law said he would not come get them 
' because WINTER then asked RED OWL to take them to pine Ridge 

and said he would pay for it but RED OWL said he was not 
going any where.

WINTER and his wife left at this time and at the 
same time ilARVIN GHOST BEAR, who had been visiting the RED OWL 
residence, said he was going home and he left at the same time 
the WINTERS did. RED OWL said that he watched out the window 
Lind he saw a Bureau of Indian Affairs Police car* pull up in 
front of the Co-Op Gas Station and then a short time later 
pulled out and turned around and headed back towards pine 
Ridge. Ho thought the car belonged to DARWIN COATES, a Bureau 
of Indian Affairs policeman, and he kind of assumed that COATES 
may have picked WINTER and his wife up and taken them to pine- Ri

Interviewed on 5/1/73 otBates^and, South Dakota #?1P dd-TSO

SA CARL E. uNDERIIILL
b y   i J* v Nir.L-ib lb . N rrnjQH ~______C1L lJ T Sx-.11 Dote 'dictated 5/1/7 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents ore not Io be distributed outside your agency. k .



. RED OWL advised he never saw v/hat car was driven 
by WINTER. He said that lie does not know if WINTER Jias a 
gun or not. He claimed that he had heard -that WINTER was 
on RICHARD WILSON’s "goon squad;" and he knew 'that WINTER 
had interferre,d'.with a women's march at pine Ridge several 
weeks ago. ’He has no use for WINTER at all.

RICHARD RED OWL is a slightly built male Indian 
who is 32 years of age. RED OWL advised that the house he 
now owns behind the Co-Op Station is the first thing he has 
ever owned in his life and his life and his only desire is 
how that he 'is- doing all right to keep his job and his house



■ FEDERAL BUREAU OF iNVESTIGATi'; r
'• ’*

•'

p ‘ J ■ ' • ■ ' . ‘ Date of IronscripHon

f;;. f ' Mrs. LORENE BURESH was located at the Co-Op Gas
. ; Station. She advised that her residence is at- Martin, 

South Dakota. Mrs. DUBESH was advised that information was
■p being sought concerning a light green Chevrolet which had 

allegedly been''abandoned in front of the Co-Op Station.
■■ ' ’ She advised that when she opened the station one morning about

■ two weeks ago, a light * green colored Chevrolet bad boon 
sitting just off the cement platform by the gas tanks. It 
was locked but on the dashboard of the car, visible from 
outside through the windshield, was a letter addressed to 
someone named. THREE STARS ..at what she thought was probably 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota. Nothing else was observed in the 
car, . ' •■ ■ :

Later that same morning a young Indian in his early 
20 fs came to the station and since-he had keys to tho car 
she thought it was his and made no direct inquiry about it. 
She did not obtain this young male Indian’s name.

This Indian told her that the car had sounded bad 
the night before and he had pulled it into the station, He 
said that while he was fooling around with the car a police . 

■ officer had come up to him and asked if he was trying to 
break into the station and he told the police officer that

x - he was not, he had-just had car trouble. Xie next told Mrs. 
XJURESH that he had not known what to do so he had walked up 
to RED OT/L’s house and had been hesitant about going in 
since he saw two men in RED OWL’s house who were American 
Indian Movement supporters; and he thought they might beat

v him up. He needed to call though so he asked to use, the tele- 
phone and RED OWL let him and he got a .ride back to Pine Ridge.

On the morning he came to claim the car he put in 
three quarts of oil and bought- two more quarts to take along 
and said he was taking the ear to Gordon, Nebraska, to be 
repaired.

mzxs .aiDkieslmid^_SouthJ)akota.___

XA MScLE S. NELSON '
IWiSkh Dale dictated 5/1/73

fK<< docum*«M cor'k»«n* neither racomniendotion? nor*conclusion? oi the FBI. Il is Ihe properly of the FBI end is loaned to yovr ngancy; 
i! and3s crnUnK ora oaf Io be dn’rlbvled outshie your.ogvncyl • -



- ’ This young male Indian was brought to the station
by 'a man who appeared to bo white who was driving a i'ea pickup. 
This man’s identity was also unknown to airs, BURESH,

Mrs. 'BURESH, when queried if she knew about shots’ 
having been fired into the house of SEVERT YOUNG BEAR over 
near Porcupine, advised that she had never heard of the shooting.



/• . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiGATif^ ' . ' .

’ * j ‘ z • * ■ \ * - ■ ■ . . '**J 5 r ■ • , , . ' ..
■ « •!? ■ * ’ • • 1 ,.

{ ." ' ' ’ ■ ‘ , ' Date of-transcription  . ita*’ J„j_
’ ! • ; ’ ■ ' ' - - • '

’ ■ . . : ' t -. .

i ; ' HAROLD ’’BUCK” BUCKMASTER, Co-Op Gas Station, '
, ' Batcslarui^ South Dakota, advised that he could furnish no
. '^^-feftfr^raatioii other than that furnished by LORENS BURESH.

’ ! ’ BUCKMASTER Gid advise- that he had heard that '
. the shooting at-the YOUNG BEAR place had occurred but he 
: . had never heard any discussion as to v/ho did' it os’ any ■

.1973

names mentioned in connection with it.

BUCKMASTER said he had no further information.

u-rrvi^cj on 5/1/79 df Batealand; South Dakota__MP 64-730 _/./ M
. '

GA CARL E. UHD2LH ILL
? i. . .... .. Ai._hlAvx-if.WJ__it*_ UflLS.Oti__S..'__ f..»_______ .G.V.ILlSx-iJl_________Dole tlRlolad

7«r- d'*cvcontains neither recommendations nor conclusions of fKa f&U U propartj* of FBI and 1$ loatKcd so your agency: 
J .‘^.a in comcnh ore ndt to be distributed oukida y^ur a^efccy, '
! •■ ■ ' - ’ • ' - - 6 -
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Dote of transcription, '5/13/73 <

EUGENE SWIFT HAWK was located at his residence 
-afcrUnit Number' 256 located in the new housing area in 
Wanblee^South Dakota.

After being advised of the nature and purpose . 
of the interview SWIFT HAWK stated that he, along with 
Officer DANIEL MESTETH,'a Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Police Officer, at Kyle, South Dakota; had gone to the 
residence of_ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT on Tuesday, 
April 17, 1973-. SWIFT HAWK advised that there were tour 
spent rifle shells found a short distance inside the gate 
from the road leading past the SQUIRREL COAT house. SWITT 
HAWK advised that it was nis recollection that, of the tour 
shells two nad been tor a 7m rifle and two nan been ror 
a 308 rifle. The two. windows had been broken in the 
SQUIRREL COAT residence which led to speculation that a sho 
may have gone in one window and exited another window. 
SWIFT HAWK said lie had been informed that more shots had 
supposedly been fired than the. number of shells recovered„ 
Originally, the information had been received that ir JA
been SEVERT YOUNG BEAR’s house, that had been fired at, but 
it^was actually the SQUIRREL COAT house that had bean shot 
and there had been children in the house at the time.

SWIFT HAWK said that no suspects were developed 
in- the shooting and that the shells had been forwarded to 
the BIA Office in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and a brief 
report had been made in connection with this incident.

SWIFT HAWK advised that no ;suspects had been 
developed during the course of their investigation but he 
had since heard that ELMER WINTERS had supposedly dona the 
shooting, but he could never find anyone who could furnish 
any evidence concerning this. He said that supposedly 
-WINTERS car had broken down over in Batesland, South' Dakota, 
on the night of the shooting and that WINTERS had been 
nicked up in Batesland by his uncle who was Optain JC-E 
JACOBS of the BIA Police in Pine Ridge, SWIFT HAWK said 
he had no further information.

- ^.,1,.^ 5/5/73___________ oi.Wanhl.ee^__Sjauth_Dakata--------#„MP_J^a23Q.

Si MERLE E. NELSONAand
; ,______ SA.XARL.J1._JI£^______XEUxskw------ .......................................... .........
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i ; , £• ’ " . • ■ ■ ’ ' Dat. of IrnntcnpHon 5/l 4/ Z 3___________

;; ■ . .. ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT advised that 
.she had been previously contacted by FBI Agents. She 

' stated that she is now of the opinion that the shooting 
.’at the residence of herself and her husband was done by

ELMER WINTERS’.' This is based on being told by LEOLA HALL 
‘ that she had heard that WINTERS did it. Mrs. SQUIRREL

COAT Said—that WINTERS is one of DICK WILSON’s goons. She 
said that something suspicious had happened, in that right 
after the shooting .their electricity went oft which included 

.all the lights for all the houses and the big outside light.
Wen asked-how soon “right after the shooting’* was Mrs. / 

- SQUIRREL COAT admitted that the shooting had. been on Monday 
night and that the'lights had 'gone off on the following 
Saturday night. Ben queried if she really.believed there 
was any connection between the two she said she thought. 
there was. She admitted that she called -the electrical 
company and they came out and replaced something on the 
pole that held both the big outside-light and the trans
former. Mrs. SQUIRREL COAT advised that she had nothing 
further to add.

■ «>__ .5.ZS/2.3__________ ofJ?.ajE£upina>_JS^^__ we FfEJL4-23£l______
; I ’

’ SA FRANK HEMW-and
■ ; w   RA-.CA.RL.E.^UgDERHILL.____ CEU-tskw.______ d.c.0*.d_J5Z13/23__________________
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f , Date of transcription.______
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• : SA FRANK HENWO^and

, bv______JSA-GARL .E. -UNDERHILL CEUiskw Doledkfied- 5/13/7.3___________

I ; * -S , ’ . ' - ‘ - '. ■ ‘ ' ' . . •

!. ! : .. GEORGE SQUIRREL COAT advised that he and his
i .' 1 ': wife, ELIZABETH, who is the sister of SEVERT YOUNG BEAR,
i ; .■ .’had been away from home on the night of .Monday, April 16,
ri J- .■ 1973, and that they were at the Episcopal Church at St.

! • - , Alban, South .Dakota, attending a wake for ELIZABETH3 s
j / deceased niece.. They were notifed by someone who he does 

- not remember that their house had been shot at and they
( went home immediately. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)

; । did not show up until the next day and he thinks that the
i BIA believe that the whole incident is phony and was set-

' up by them and SEVERT YOUNG BEAR.
, I

■ SQUIRREL, COAT said that he did not understand
really the fact that the yuung SMOKE boy claimed to hear

; nine shots when only four shells were recovered.

Interviewed on_ 5/9/73__________ oi Porcupine, South Dakota File# MP 44^730

। Hus document contains. ^either recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency;

: I it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.

i • • j - 9 - •- .’ ' .
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SEVERT YOUNG BEAR was located at his residence 
approximately three miles southeast of Porcupine., South 

■ D^ofeai"" YOUNG BEAR advised that on Monday night, April 16, 
1^73, he had been at the Episcopal Church at St. Albans, 
South Dakota'/'attending a wake tor his niece. He had left 
his residence at approximately 10:30 p.m. as best he could 
-recall on that Monday night. His sister, ELIZABETH and her 
husband GEORGE SQUIRREL COAT, had left earlier since ELIZABETH 
had to take some food down to the wake and needed to be there 
earlier than he did.' YOUNG BEAR said that actually the._ 
property where he 'resides has three houses on it. The first 

' house closest to the road is occupied by the SMOKE family.
The next house, which is in the middle, is occupied by his 

’sister and her husband, GEORGE and ELIZABETH SQUIRREL. COAT.
YOUNG BEAR said he resides in the house furthest - from the 
road where he lives by himself. BERTHA SMOKE was baby-sitting 
with some other children that evening while their parents 
attended the wake that evening. When he left the arsa there 
were only lights on in the SQUIRREL COAT residence and, of 
course, the outside light which is located on a telephone 
pole between the SQUIRREL COAT and SMOKE residences. YOUNG 
BEAR said he heard about the shooting some time after 11:30 
p.m. and he presumed that it happened between 11:00 and 11:30 
p.m. He said he did not know tor sure who had fired the 
shots but that it had undoubtedly been an attempt by DICK 
WILSON’s goons to harass aid intimidate him. He said that 
he bad heard through a woman named LEOLA HALL that she had 
heard from some source, unknown to him, that ELMER WINTERS 
bad done the shooting. .Ha said that WINTERS was one of 
WILSON's goons. YOUNG BEAR said that he was not frightened 
and had sent word down to Pine Ridge that he would meet any
body anywhere but that he did not appreciate a house being 
shot at where there were children present,

YOUNG BEAR said that he did not know if WINTERS 
actually knew which house was his or whether tne shots bad 
been tired at the only house which had lights on. Khan

,.it___ b./.%<7.3._________ oiPorcupine, South Dakota a,-# MP 4^-730.

SA FRANKvH£3W0D and 
v.-------- ^A-dlARk^^-UNDERHILL.. . ..._.CEU:skw n„,o dl£loua 3/13/73

j I H»; dnc.c.cnl cbitow n'.ilher recommendations nor foncbstom oi the F8<. if h the property ot the FBi and is ioor.ed to you.- ogeocy; 
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sfMP 44-730

:: queried as to whether any of the houses contained bullet
•• holes .YOUNG BEAR said that he had not located any bullet 

^i-hoie's in anyof the houses and that the only damage had
Veen^the two broken windows.

YOUNG BEAR said that he had never had any trouble
, with ELMER WINTERS and that he had known different members 

of the WINTERS family for a considerable amount of time.
■’ He claimed that things on the reservation were bad and 

alleged that the white man was getting favorable treatment
.• over the Indian. He alleged that a white man had mowed • 

some hay on his land and, when he seized the white man's
■ farm equipment the Tribal Judicial Council had given the 

white man a court .order to force YOUNG BEAR -to rebase the 
farm equipment. In this connection it was noted that FRANK 
GROOMS, an Indian who resides across the road from YOUNG 
BEAR, has alleged that the farm equipment was his. YOUNG 
BEAR stated that he is the director representative for

~ Porcupine and as such is permitted to attend Tribal Council 
meetings although he has no vote. He stated that he will run 
for the Tribal Council in the next election but that he will 
not oppose DICK WILSON as president because he does not 
know how to steal money yet.



Dole ol kan

j ■ • . ' JOE JACOBS, Captain, Bureau of Indian'Affairs (BIA)
C Police, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised that he is the .

■ 1 uncle by marriage of ELMER WINTERS. He said his wife is
/ WINTERS’ natural aunt* " * . . .

i- • When queried if he was aware of any shooting that
■ took place out near the SEVERT YOUNG BEAR house JACOBS 

advised'that" he had heard about the shooting, JACOBS said 
that he did not know much about WINTERS although he knew . 
that he drank considerably* He did not know whether WINTERS

-owned. a gun, but he doubted it. When asked if he had talked 
with ELMER WINTERS on the night of April 16 he said he had 
not talked to him directly but he had talked with Officer 
COATS who was in contact, with WINTERS at Bates land i South 
Dakota, when the car broke down. JACOBS said that he went 
to Wanblee, South Dakota, at 8:43 p.m. He was in contact

. with ALEXANDER SWALLEY at Wanblee and that' it was while he. 
' was in touch with SWALLEY that he received the communication

from COATS asking him his time of arrival at Batesland would 
be since the car that ELMER WINTERS had been driving had 
broken down. He said that ha told COATS that he would be
at' least an hour and that if a ride had not been obtained ha 
would stop at the Co-op Station where the car had broken 
down and pick up WINTERS. _

JACOBS advised that his log showed that he had 
left Wanblee at 10:20 p.m. so he would estimate that his 
conversation with COATS took place 10 or 15 minutes before. 
He had another entry on his log that he arrived at Batesland 
at 11:19 p.m. and the 1965 green Chevrolet was.sitting on. 
the dirt in front of the Ration but WINTERS was no where 
to be seen. He later found out that he got a ride in with 
ALFRED DEAN.

: JACOBS advised that WINTERS is now separated from
his wife and he does not know the whereabouts of his wife. 
WINTERS himself usually stays at the house of SONNY DEON. 
If he could not be located at the DEON residence he could

----------- probably—becJjaca£ad..Ja£^he_xesid^nce_jajU^^

. -------------<”JRine^idge^—South/)a^ *—ME_.4.4~Z3.G„_
' ■ .

i......- -----------------------»«'«13/23
i ' .

du.'vHH hi renteint neither nor canchnson* of tee r&k It »s Iha properly of FSI and is looned to youf c^ency;•
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v I . JACOBS advised that in regard to the so called
. J ' Z . -        -9 t- 9- -2 —* ~ 9*. m. m am K..WV 9 £ ^3 Tax »-V<4 <3■ •' ".goon squad this name had been applied.by members and

A supporters of the AIM organisation.and they labeled anyone 
c .’who opposed them or who did not support thera^as a member 

■'■ ’of this squad>\ JACOBS stated that when the double with AIM 
: , first .began there was concern anxong many people on the

reservation for the safety of Tribal officers and for the 
security of Tribal buildings and records, For this reason 
a' volunteer group was formed which furnished protection 
to the Tribal office building. These individuals were paid 
nothing for this duty or service and had no legal authority 
other than-to be present at the building to prevent pos^ibl 
violence or destruction. These persons have-no authority 
as such and are not to act in any capacity as a Tribal em
ployee or police’official anywhere on the reservation.

13
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& FEDERAL BUREAU OF iNVESYiGAnO'^ 
. 5

Dole of Irnnscription n/.I4.LZ7.3

;■ • GLEN THREE STARS was located at his residence and
.-ihe advised" "that on the night of April 16, 1973, he had loaned 

=^-M«^green 1965 Chevrolet 4-door to his friend, ELMER WINTERS.
WINTEHS^told'"him early on the morning of April 17, 1973, 

3 something was wrong with the car and so WINTER^'borrowed 
j" SONinr DECSPs pickup and they went out to the Co-op Gas 
■’Station in Batesland, South Dakota, where WINTERS had left ■ 
!' the ear. They put oil in the car and he bought a couple

more quarts and he was going to try to get the car to Bushvil 
Nebraska. They only made it as far as Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, when the engine quit completely, and he had people

• from Habler Chevrolet in Rushville come to?/ the car in, 
TEHEE STARS said he had no information as to what WINTERS • 
had been doing prior -to the’time the' car broke -down. the 
night of April 16, 1973. '

3 a»„:„_5zXQZZ3________ ^ine Ridge. South Dakota MP 44-730

bl MED E. MWM and 
: :oated^ied._________________5/14773 ......_

ddtu."«ai cintplns neither recommendations nor conclusicr's of the r8.i._ 11 is the property of ihe FBI one) is loaned to your agaiv 
a its contents are not to ba distributed outside your ogoncy. '
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(^j^FEDgRAL BUREAU OF iNVESBGAHf

Gate of IronscripKon^

I, :? CHARLES D. WINTERS was located at th© x’esidenc® of
; . jySONNY DEON in the East Ridge Housing area of Pine Ridge, 
J South Dakota. WINTERS advised that when he was little, he 
i 'A had been^ni-cknamed ELMER and'many people thought that was 
' - his^aam§7 WINTERS was advised of the 'nature and purrpose of

the'interview and was furnished a Wai vex- of-Rights Form 
whi,^-he^read, stated ho understood, but declined to sign.

WINTERS advised that on the night of April IS, 
. 1973, he had been out in the Batesland, South Dakota, area 
’ with his wife in a car borrowed from his fi-iend, GLEN'THREE 

STARS.

WINTERS stated that it was about 10:00 p.m. or 
a little after on that night when the engine had been knocking 
so bad that he pulled, in at the Co-op Gas Station and was 
afraid to drive the car any further. He said he got a-ride

• home and the ne^t morning ha and GLEN THREE STARS went back’ 
out to Batesland and got the car.

WINTERS advised that he did not own a gun, that he 
knew SEVERT YOUNG BEAR but that he had never shot any weapons 
st any of the houses in ths area where SEVERT YOUNG BEAR 
lived. He said that from what he had heard about the 
shooting that the car had broken down and he was already back 
in Pine Ridge before the shooting had even occurred. He 
said that somebody was .just trying to make trouble for him 
and he did not appreciate it and did not appreciate being 
questioned about something in which he had no part.'

The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview:

Name
Alias
Sex
Race
Age
Data of birth
Place of birth

CHARLES D. WINTERS
ELMER WINTERS
Male
Sioux Indian 
29
April 15, 1944
Pine?-Ridge, South Dakota

h-r..■ ;urt.- Ji/U/IJl nt Pine Ridge, South Dakota nia# LT 44-730

\A PAUL E. 5WH and
-. ... ^A.CARL E. UNDERHILL?sks D„,a dlcl0,9tI 5/14/73

i • . . .
1 s.' ■!.■£ .. vsrv rontsMs neilber recommendations nor conclvsicni. of Ino FBI. it 5s ths property of the FBI and Is ioaoad to year aaency; 
I '•.nd ; s so'ilants ore nol Io be distributed outside your agency, 
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Height 
Weight 
Education 
Mothex*

5’9” • ••<• ■
140
High School
LEONA WINTERS

Pine Ridge^ South Dahot

NW 682^2 Docld:32989686 Page 121
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE

Dole of- Ifonscripllon.

J 1 HENRY RABLER, proprietor, fabler Chevrolet-Pont 
./Garage, Rushville, Nebraska, advised that there- was sitti;

I ’ ■ „ ' -
' i - 17 -

NW 68262 Docld:32S89686. Page 122 " " L" ~ ~7

onhis back lot a 1965 green Chevrolet, four-door, which 
. had been towed in from Pine Ridge, South'Dakota, on April 
■;17, 1973, The engine was blown up on this car.and had 
‘been removed'and they were looking for a used engine that 
could be used to replace-the blown engine. Records of. th 
•company-showed that the car was the property of ELLEN THR’ 
STARS of Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and would ba no way at 

. present of determining whether the muffler system was sound 
oh the car at the present time but the visible manifold pip.

^appeared to be okay

; j —5/11/23------------- ot^RHshv-ille^—Nebraska------------ ---------------------------- ------
{

j - ■•! - ■ — 3 A-CARL.X»_..UND^<1*^:-----
i •
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MP 44-730 
CEU:sks 
(1)

On May 15, 1973, R. DENNIS ICKES, Departmental 
Attorney, Civil Rights Division, United States Department of 
Justice, at Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised that in view 
of the apparent clearance of suspect WINTERS by virtue of 
the time element.-of the car situation that he would recommend 
no additional- investigation be conducted in this matter at 
this time.

- 18* -



AIRTEL

5/8/73

To:

From:

RICHARD

SAC, Minneapolis (44-730)

Acting Director,

WILSON:

1 - Mr. Gardner

"GOON SQUAD";
SEVERT YOUNG BEAR;' ET AL. -
VICTIMS
CIVIL RIGHTS-----

— ReMPrep of SA John Ryan Thayer, dated 4/26/73.

Bufiles fail to indicate any prior information regarding 
investigation set forth in rerep. In the future, you will, be 
expected to fully adhere to. existing Bureau instructions regarding 
the handling of Civil Rights complaints as set forth in Section 27, 
Volume II, Manual of Instructions.

Mr. Felt_____ _
Mr. Baker
Mr. Callahan____
Mr. Cleveland___
Mr. Conrad . -
Mr. Gebhardt____
Mr. Jenkins_____ 
Mr. Marshall____
Mr. Millen E.S. _
Mr. Soyars
Mr. Thompson___
Mr. Wallers_____  
Tele. Room_____
Mr. Baise
Mr. Barnes_____
Mr. Bowers_____
Mr. Herington___
Mr. Conmy
Mr. Mintz
Mr. Enrdley_____
Mrs. Hogan —_
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• . FEDERAL Bureau of investigation
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ELIZA^ETE^OUNG^BEAR^SQUIRREL

^coat -Victim
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Numerous attempts have been made to locate and interviej 
YOUNG BEAR at his residence in Porcupine, South Dakota 
has been unavailable for interview.

Will locate and interview SEVERT YOUNG BEAR at his 
residence l-^ miles southeast of the village of Porcupine

- Bureau
- U. S. Attorney, Sioux 

Balls, South Dakota
- Departmental Attorney, 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota
- Minneapolis (44-730)

IN CHARGE

REC-95?

Notations
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AT WANBLEE, SOUTH DAKOTA .

Will interview BIA police officer -EUGENE SWIFT HAWK 
concerning'his investigation of the shooting incident. It is 
noted that SWIFT HAWK is the subject of Minneapolis files44-728, 
44-710, and 70-i4042. - -

AT BATESLAND/ SOUTH DAKOTA . ' . ‘

Interview RICHARD RED OWL concerning the activities 
of ELMER FUDD WINTER on the evening of April 16-17, 1973.

AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA . '

1. Will attempt to locate one BISSONETTE, operator of a 
junk yard concerning a 1962 light green Chevrolet which he-may 
have towed in from Batesland, South Dakota.- •

2. Will consult with Departmental Attorney and obtain 
his opinion on possible prosecution after above investigation 
has been completed.

/' - b* -
COVER PAGE
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(Rev, 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: United States Attorney, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
_  .__ ^-^--''Departmental Attorney, Pine Ridge, South Dakota

Report of: --—JOHN RYAN THAYER . Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota
Date: April 26, 1973

» •

Field Office File Jr: 44“*730 Bureau File #:

Title: RICHARD WILSON;
’’GOON SQUAD;” 
SEVERT YOUNG BEAR - VICTIM; 
ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS ■ \ . -

Synopsis: Approximately nine shots were fired into and around
the residence of SEVERT YOUNG BEAR and his sister ELIZABETH YOUNG 
BEAR SQUIRREL COAT at approximately 11:00 P. M., 4/16/73. 
Complainant believes the shooting is the responsibility of 
RICHARD WILSON and his goon squad. Preliminary investigation 
has revealed one possible suspect, ELMER FUDDMVINTER.

_ n - ' 'Jt* _ _ .....__ •

Details: This investigation is predicated upon a report made
by MARK LANE, an attorney temporarily residing in 

Pine Ridge, who reported to Departmental Attorney JAMES SCHERMERHORN 
that several shots had been fired into the home of SEVERT YOUNG 
BEAR at Porcupine, South Dakota. Mr. SCHERMERHORN desired that 

t a preliminary investigation be conducted to ascertain if there is 
a violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 241 and/or 

.. 242.

On April 17, 1973, MARK LANE advised that at about 
11:00 P. M. on April 16, 1973, four unknown occupants of a 
purple Plymouth drove into the village of Porcupine, South 
Dakota, and fired shots into a home owned by ELIZABETH YOUNG 

______ BEAR SQUIRREL COAT. Jfr . LANE characterized this shooting as an 
attempt to murder SEVERT YOUNG BEAR by DICK WILSON’s "Goon Squad." 
Neither YOUNG BEAR nor ELIZABETH SQUIRREL COAT were in the house 
at~the time; however, his home was occupied by some children.

. LANE further pointed out that LEE WESTON, the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) police officer in Porcupine, was notified at 
12:30 A. M. and again at 1:30 A. M., April 17, 1973, but no 
investigation had .been conducted by the BIA.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. "it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
•re not to be distributed outside your agency.

* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-840
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(FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of trnncrrlptton ^/25/73

MICHAEL LITTLE BOY was in the SMOKE residence Just 
northeast of the home of ELIZABETH and GEORGE SQUIRREL COAT on 
the evening of Monday, April 16, 1973. At approximately 11:00 
P. M. on that evening LITTLE BOY heard two quick shots fired. 
Within a short space of time he heard seven more shots in quick 
succession. LITTLE BOY immediately exited from the SMOKE 
residence into the front yard and'he saw an automobile about 
300 yards distant situated near a triangular patch of grass 
between the outer and inner gates on the dirt road leading 
from the YOUNG BEAR residence. It was a moonlit night and the 
front yard- light was on; This car was in the process of turning 
around and could have been either a 1961 or 1962 Plymouth or 
Chevrolet and purple in color; however, because of the light 
reflection LITTLE BOY could not be certain that the car was 
purple. He believes there were four occupants of the car..

LITTLE BOY was very frightened and he took the SMOKE 
children and ran to the home of COLLINS HOBSON which is nearby 
and then found that HOBSON was actually at the home of SUSAN CRAGG 
They immediately notified SEVERT YOUNG BEAR who was at a wake at 
Sharps Corners and then notified the wife of LEE HARRY WESTON, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) policeman. No investigation was 
conducted on that evening but there was an investigation conducted 
by BIA on the following day, Tuesday, April 17. At the time of 
this shooting there were present in the LIZA SMOKE home BONNIE 
SMOKE, age 15, EDWARD SMOKE, age 16, ROBERT SMOKE, age 11.

In the YOUNG BEAR home were DARLENE JEALOUS OF HIM, 
' ' CLYDE SQUIRREL COAT, age seven months', and BERTHA SMOKE, age 15. 

The one shot that entered the home actually penetrated the 
SEVERT YOUNG BEAR log house situated between the SMOKE residence 
and the residence occupied by SEVERT YOUNG BEAR. The automobile 
which LITTLE BOY observed left the vicinity of YOUNG BEAR 

, residence at a rapid rate of speed proceeding southeast toward 
Batesland. LITTLE BOY is not certain that he could recognize 
.this automobile if he saw it again. Four cartridges were found 
in the vicinity of where the car had been seen and these were 
protected by some boards. They were later taken by the BIA police

Interviewed on_—4/21/.73. at, .Hie -44-736

SA JAMES A. HILVERDA
----- SA^J0EN-RYAN-5HA^&isao------------------- Date dictated —V24/7B

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the- FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It and Ms contents are not to be distributed outside yoUr agency.
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The four empty cartridges came from 7 mm. and 303 rifles. LITTLE 
BOY advised that he lives near the WESTON residence but is 
usually at YOUNG BEAR’s in order to perform chores and take care 
of the SMOKE children. He could furnish no.individuals who he 
believes might be responsible for the shooting. '

- 3 -

*
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Federal bureau of investigation .%> „f

' . * , ’" ’ . ’ - '. . _ •- * <£

(1) ‘ Date of transcription. 4/29/73

JAMES DEAN, Postmaster, Porcupine, South Dakota, heard 
about the shooting on Monday night at the SEVERT YOUNG BEAR home 
southeast of Porcupine at which time YOUNG BEAR was attending a 
wake. There has been very little talk around the Porcupine area

—-about 'this shooting. DEAN does not know any person in this area 
■who owns a 1961 or 1962 purple Ford or Chevrolet.

- 4 -

interviewed on_^/20/73-------- a|—Por-cupine-,. South-Dakota file #---------MP 44-730

SA JAMES A. HILVERDA
by--------------SA JOHN RYAN■THAYER;sao----------------------------------------------- Date dictated______ 4/24/73__________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions, of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not Io be distributed outside your agency.
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' Federal bureau of investigation A

(-1) Date of transcription 4/25/73

DALE PARCHALL, operator of a Standard oil service 
station at Sharps Corners, advised that he is very familiar with 
automobiles driven by residents and persons who frequent the 
Porcupine-Sharps Corners area. PARCHALL said that he does not 
know of any person in this area who owns and operates a 1961 
or 1962 Ford or Chevrolet automobile. PARCHALL knows SEVERT 
YOUNG BEAR who is the chairman of the local American Indian 
Movement (AIM) chapter. YOUNG BEAR is also the representative 
of the Oglala Tribal Council for the Porcupine District. 
PARCHALL understands that the shot fired on the YOUNG BEAR place 
actually went into the home of ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT 
and that SEVERT YOUNG BEAR was not present at the time.

Interviewed on —4/20/73------ at_Sharps Corners, South Dakota MP 44-730

SA JAMES A. HILVERDA
by--------------SA^-JOHN—RYAN THAYER :sao______________ Dote dictated, 4/24/73__________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned io your agency; 
It ond its contents are not Io be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOfW

n , . • . 4/25/73 '
Dale al transcription___________ *________

ROBERT WESTON, brother of LEE HARRY WESTON, who is 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) police officer at Porcupine, 
South Dakota, advised that his home is southeast of the YOUNG 
BEAR residence on the north side of the road between Porcupine ' 
and Batesland. WESTON said that last Monday, April 16, 1973, 
between 11:00 and 11:30 P. M. he heard the sound of three or 
four shots coming from the vicinity of the YOUNG BEAR residence. 
At this time his,mother, NANCY WESTON, was also home. Immediately 
after the shots were fired, and possibly related to it, WESTON 
heard the sound of a car going southeast on the gravel road 
toward Batesland. WESTON did not see the car and could only say 
that it was extremely loud as though it had a defective muffler. 
WESTON said he had no information to connect any person with - 
the firing of these shots. „

- 6 -

Interviewed on. 4/22/73________ ol Porcupine, South Dakota ri. # MP 44-730

SA JAMES A. HILVERDA
by____ SA- JOHN RYAN THAYER:sao______________ Do,a dlcioted 4/24/73_________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription ZD/ I S

Mrs;. COLLINS HOBSON advised that he is a Volunteers 
In Service To America (VISTA) worker at Porcupine and that his 
residence is the second home proceeding northeast from the YOUNG 
BEAR residence. HOBSON did not hear any shots coming from the 
vicinity of the YOUNG BEAR residence on last Monday evening. 
At about 11:30 that evening HOBSON was at the home of SUSAN CRAGG 
which is the house next to that of YOUNG BEAR’s in a northeast 
direction.

At about 11:30 or shortly thereafter on Monday, 
April 16, MICHAEL LITTLE BOY, who resides on the YOUNG BEAR 
place, accompanied by some of the SMOKE children, came to the 
CRAGG residence and told them there had been a shooting at 
YOUNG BEAR’s. HOBSON also learned that SEVERT YOUNG BEAR was 
attending the wake of a niece of his near Sharps Corners. "HOBSON 
proceeded immediately and notified YOUNG BEAR about the shooting 
and thereafter went to the home of LEE HARRY WESTON, the local 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) police officer who at that time 
was not at home. The shooting was reported .to the wife of 
WESTON. It was well after 12 midnight on the morning of Tuesday, 
April 17, 1973, before HOBSON reported.the matter to Mrs. WESTON.

HOBSON has known SEVERT YOUNG BEAR for about two to 
three years and considers him to be a community leader who has 
done a good many helpful things for the community. He is 
President of the Porcupine Chapter of American Indian Movement 
(AIM) and is on the Tribal Council. He believes that YOUNG BEAR 

s , has a good reputation in this area.

Interviewed on____ 4/22/73_______ at Porcupine, South Dakota File # IIP 44-730_____

by,,. -----SA_JOHN RYAN THAYER ? SHO_______________ Date dictated______ 4/24/73__________

This document contains" neither recommendations nor conclusions' of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency;
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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, Date of transcription. 4/25/73

LOREN Ao ROBINSON advised that he was a former juvenile 
officer at Porcupine and is now a member of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) police. ROBINSON heard about the shooting at the * 
SEVERT YOUNG BEAR place on April 16. He had no suspects and 
knows no person who owns or operates a 1961 .or 1962 purple Ford 
or Chevrolet car. ROBINSON has known SEVERT YOUNG BEAR for 
several years. YOUNG BEAR formerly was well liked and had an 
excellent reputation at Porcupine. He was the organizer of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) chapter in Porcupine and ROBINSON 
believed that 80% of the families in this area belong to AIM.

ROBINSON firmly believes that the shooting at the 
YOUNG BEAR place would not have been perpetrated by RICHARD 
WILSON, President of the Tribal Council, or any of the so- 
called goons. ROBINSON heard that on the night of the shooting 
AIM members set up a roadblock at the YOUNG BEAR residence and 
would allow no one to enter. ROBINSON would not be surprised 
if the shooting actually was perpetrated by AIM itself. On 
the same night that the shooting took place a building was 
burned on the farm place of BILL DECKER about five miles east 
of Porcupine. Some of the white ranchers in this area had 
become very unfriendly to YOUNG BEAR because of his AIM 
activities.

It has been rumored that the YOUNG BEAR residence is 
being used as a jumping-off point for sending supplies such as 
food, guns, and ammunition into Wounded Knee. It has also been 
stated that SEVERT YOUNG BEAR would not allow anyone but a 
card-carrying member of AIM on his place.

Interviewed on_ -4/22/73---------------------------°t. Porcupine,. South Dakota_ File # _MP 44-730
SA JAMES A. HILVERDA
SA LOFTIS J. SHEFFIELD

by-----------SA-JOHN- RYAN-THAYER :sao_______________ Date dictated —4/24/73__________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dato of transcription.

EDWARD SMOKE who resides in the residence northeast of
ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT advised that he was in the 
SMOKE residence on the evening of April 16, 1973, when he heard, 
nine shots- fired from the direction of the gate on the road 

^leading into the YOUNG BEAR place. The yard light was on at the 
time and it was a clear moonlit night. SMOKE immediately went 
out into the front yard and could faintly see ah automobile which 
appeared to turn- around between the inner gate and the outer gate 
on the road leading off the main road into the YOUNG BEAR place. 
The car apparently had a bad muffler as it was very loud. SMOKE 
could not make out the color or make of the car and could not 
.determine how many occupants were in the car. The car proceeded 
in a southeasterly direction on the road which would lead into 
Batesland. SMOKE could not furnish the names of any suspects.

-9 -

Interviewed on .°t. Porcupine,—South Dakota fh8 #___ MP.44-730
fSA JAMES A. HILVERDA
SA LOFTIS J. SHEFFIELD 

b*::-z==3BA-JQHN--RYAN—THAY^______________Date ^a,ed_^/24/73___________________________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. h is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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( Dote of Ironseripfion 4/35/73____________

BERTHA SMOKE, age 15, was in the ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR 
SQUIRREL COAT home on the evening of April 16, 1973. This home 
Is occupied by ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT and her husband, 
GEORGE SQUIRREL COAT. At this home at the time were, including 
herself, DARLENE JEALOUS OF HIM, age 9, and a baby, CLYDE SQUIRREL 
COAT, age 7 months. The baby was in the crib. .BERTHA SMOKE 
was standing but was in a bent-over position near the stove which 
is located directly behind the southeast window of the SQUIRREL 
COAT home. At about 11:00 P. M. she heard a shot come through 
that window and exit through a window on the northwest side of 
the home. The bullet passed through the window frame and the 
window. BERTHA SMOKE immediately dropped to the floor and began 
to cry. She did not hear any other shots as she was so frightened. 
She does not recall hearing a car and did not leave the house 
immediately. She could furnish no information as to the partici
pant in this shooting.' ■ ■ „

- 10 -
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» ■ . Dale of transcription;. 4/25/73

' ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT advised that on the 
evening of April 16, 1973, she and her husband were attending a 
wake near Sharps Corners, On that evening she and her husband 
were notified by MICHAEL LITTLE BOY and COLLINS HOBSON that there 
had been a shooting at their home and that a bullet had gone 
through her residence. Mrs. SQUIRREL COAT could furnish the name 
Of no individual person who she believes may have perpetrated 
the shooting but,stated that in her opinion it had to be RICHARD 
WILSON’s goons.'- She bases this statement on the fact that "a 
lot of things” have been done by RICHARD UILSON against the 
SEVERT YOUNG BEARS. She advised that SEVERT YOUNG BEAR is her 
brother and he resides in a white home directly behind hers. 
Among the things done against them by RICHARD WILSON was the 
fact that they were shorted about $132 to $144 on some leased 
property. The money owing to them was in the amount of $400 
which should have been paid in December, 1972, The money was 
paid but they actually received $268 instead of $400. Mrs. 
SQUIRREL COAT could not furnish the name of any particular 
individual she believes to be responsible for the shooting. 
Mrs. SQUIRREL COAT advised that at this time SEVERT YOUNG BEAR, 
her brother, is in Denver, Colorado.

- 11 -
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Dale of transcription 4/25/73

FRANK GROOMS advised that he farms 160 acres of land 
as owner on the north side of the graveled Porcupine road about 
3/4 mile from the home of SEVERT YOUNG BEAR and his sister 
ELIZABETH SQUIRREL COAT. GROOMS was at his home on the evening 
Of April 16, 1973j however, he does not recall hearing any shots 
from the direction of the YOUNG BEAR place.' GROOMS also did 
not take particular note of any loud automobile on the gravel 
road that evening.

, GROOMS has known SEVERT YOUNG BEAR since he was a 
young chiId V Prior to 1972 GROOMS and SEVERT were good friends. 
However, after YOUNG BEAR became associated with the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) they have become enemies. GROOMS explained 
that YOUNG BEAR leases about 400 acres of land to one NIMITZ. 
NIMITZ orally agreed to allow GROOMS to take the hay off the 
leased property. GROOMS had the equipment, including his baler 
and two tractors, on this land. Sometime in June, 1972 all of 
his equipment was impounded by members of AIM under the direction 
of YOUNG BEAR. It was necessary for GROOMS .to obtain a court 
order through the Tribal Judge in order to get his property back 
and when he did he found that his equipment had been badly 
vandalized. SEVERT YOUNG BEAR is-very close to AIM leader 
RUSSELL MEANS and GROOMS believes that RUSSELL MEANS has indicated 

-that he is a cousin of SEVERT.

GROOMS could furnish the names of no suspects. He
described SEVERT YOUNG BEAR as follows:

Race
Age
Height
Weight 
Build
Marital Status 
Employment

American Indian 
Approximately 33 
6* ln 
240 pounds 
Muscular 
Single 
None known
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Dale of transcription. 4/25/73

DEL EASTMAN, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) police, 
advised that the shooting of April 10, 1973, at the Porcupine 
residence of ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT was investigated, 
according to his beliefs, by BIA Officers USE HARRY WESTON and 
the officer at Kyle, South Dakota.

* EASTMAN knows SEVERT YOUNG BEAR to be'a card-carrying 
member of American Indian Movement (AIM). YOUNG BEAR has given 
orders that Only card-carrying members of AIM will be allowed on 
his place. It is strongly believed that the YOUNG BEAR residence 
is being used as a jumping-off place for entry into Wounded Knee 
and has been so used from the beginning of the takeover. 
EASTMAN said he is of the firm belief that the shooting at the 
YOUNG BEAR residence was not perpetrated by RICSARD WILSON or 
any of his so-called ’’goons.” WILSON is not known to perform 
any type of covert action such as this or allow any of his 
associates to perpetrate this type of action. There is“a 
possibility that members of AIM could have done this operation 
themselves for some kind of coyer.

There were four cartridge casings obtained at the 
ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT residence which are in the 

: possession of the BIA.police at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. This 
' office has developed no suspects in the shooting.

- 13 -
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SAM ROUILLARD, Presbyterian minister, advised that he 
has known SEVERT YOUNG BEAR for a good many years. SEVERT YOUNG 
BEAR has been "pushed around” by RUSSELL KEANS, American Indian - 
Movement (AIM> leader. After the takeover Rev. ROUILLARD and 
Father CHARLES were asked to be mediators at Wounded Knee. 
During a period early in the takeover in March, 1973, Rev. 
ROUILLARD overheard MEANS tell YOUNG BEAR that he was not 
doing his job. -By not doing his job MEANS meant that YOUNG 
BEAR was not adequately furnishing food, oil, warriors, guns 
and ammunition to the persons who took over Wounded Knee.

Rev. ROUILLARD said he is firmly convinced that the 
type of action that took place would not have been done by 
RICHARD WILSON and his associates. It is very easy to blame 
RICHARD WILSON for this type of thing as he is opposed 100% 
to AIM and is considered the enemy. Rev. ROUILLARD has known 
RICHARD WILSON for many years and said that he is not the type 
of man to take part in any after~dark cowardly action. WILSON 
is the type of man who believes in direct overt action and 
would never take part in this kind of thing.

Rev. ROUILLARD had no information bearing on the 
perpetrators of this incident. It has been rumored that food 
and supplies are being taken through the SEVERT YOUNG BEAR 
place into Wounded Knee. Rev. ROUILLARD believes that YOUNG 
BEAR desires to obtain some publicity from the shooting as he 
asked Father CHARLES, the Catholic priest, to take him to Pine 

- . Ridge to call President NIXON on Thursday, the 19th of April. 
Rev.ROUILLARD advised Father CHARLES not to do this. He could 
furnish no suspects.
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Date of transcription. 4/25/73

- FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)
•?

On the evening of Monday, April 16, 1973, LEE HARRY 
WESTON was accompanied by a deputy, NELSON ELK BOY. He was to 
go off duty at 12 midnight and about that time was taking NELSON 
tojiis residence. After WESTON arrived at his own residence 
early Tuesday morning he was notified by his wife that COLLINS 
HOBSON had come to the WESTON house and advised' that SEVERT 
YOUNG BEAR’s home had been shot at. SEVERT was not home at the 
time and was.allegedly attending a wake. WESTON’s mother, NANCY, 
who resides near the YOUNG BEAR residence, heard three shots 
fired and heard a car with a loud muffler. WESTON did not make 
any investigation of this shooting and the investigation was 
actually made by EO MESTETH, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
officer at Kyle, South Dakota.

WESTON did not make the investigation because Tuesday 
was his day off and he himself notified MESTETH. SEVERT YOUNG 
BEAR is the chairman of the local Porcupine American Indian 
Movement (AIM) chapter. He has indicated that he will not allow 
anyone on his place unless he is a card-carrying member of AIM. 
Mr. YOUNG BEAR has a 1963 Oldsmobile and he spends a considerable 
amount of time away from his home on AIM matters.
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Date of franscrtplton_ 4/25/73

DANIEL MESTETH advised that he is a Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA> police officer stationed at Kyle, South Dakota, and 
that he, along with EUGENE SWIFT HAWK of Wanblee, South Dakota, 
conducted an investigation at the residence of ELIZABETH YOUNG 
BEAR SQUIRREL COAT on Tuesday, April 17, The major investigation 
was actually conducted by Officer- EUGENE SWIFT HAWK who was in 
the possession of a report. The cartridge cases recovered at 
the scene have been turned over to themBIA police officer at 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota.
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Date of transcription— 4/25/73

ru*diJzjKrv. i

. ELIZABETH YOUNG BEAR SQUIRREL COAT advised that her 
brother, SEVERT YOUNG BEAR, has been attending meetings of an 
all South Dakota Indian group at Kyle, South Dakota, and will 
be.unavailable for contact during this entire week. Mrs. SQUIRREL 
COAT said she had obtained some information from MARVIN GHOST 
BEAR of Batesland, South Dakota, concerning some, unusual activities 
of one ELMER WINTER during the early morning of April 17, 1973.
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Dote of tronscripfion_ 4/25/73

MARVIN GHOST BEAR of Batesland, South. Dakota, advised 
that on the late evening of April 16 or early morning of April 17, 
1973, he was at the home of a friend of his, RICHARD RED OWL, in 
Batesland. While he was watching the Johnny Carson show that 
evening one ELMER WINTER came to the RED OWL home asking for 
help as his automobile had broken down. GHOST BEAR and RED OWL 
went out and observed that there was a car parked at the Coop 
Grocery store in. Batesland. The car was a 1965 light green 
Chevrolet. The car was steaming and could be started; however, 
it was apparently inoperable and it was making a lot of noise 
as though a rod had been thrown.

GHOST BEAR later learned that there had been a shooting 
incident at the home of SEVERT YOUNG BEAR in Porcupine around 
11:00 P. M. The car was left at the same place and GHOST BEAR 
later learned that it was hauled into Pine Ridge by a. junk dealer.. 
Whose name is BISSONETTE (ph). GHOST BEAR is of the belief that 
that particular car is the property of GLENN THREE STARS. ELMER 
WINTER is reputedly employed in some capacity, by RICHARD WILSON, 
President of the Pine Ridge Tribal Council. GHOST BEAR described 
ELMER WINTER as approximately age 28, 5! 5|w, 155 pounds, and 
stocky build, large round eyes, and generally wears western clothing 
including boots. His closest associates are GLENN THREE STABS, 
BENNY and CHUCK RICHARDS, and EARL DEON.

WINTER originally came from Wanblee, South Dakota, 
but has been staying in Pine Ridge. GHOST BEAR advised that he 

s. ..usually can be located through RICHARD RED OWL, telephone 
number 288-1838. RICHARD RED OWL is employed at the Pine Ridge 
School. GHOST BEAR advised that he also wished to point out that 
the trip from Porcupine, South Dakota, over a gravel and dirt 
road could be made to Batesland in about thix*ty minutes.
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Date of transcription 4/25/7^

•yrTFTTvUy

NANCY WESTON, house number 7 at Porcupine, South 
Dakota, advised that on the evening of April 16, 1973, at about . 
11:00 P. M. she v/as outside her home temporarily and heard several 
shots, number unknown, coming from the direction of the SEVERT 
YOUNG. BEAR residence. She did not see but heard a car with a 
loud motor proceeding at a rapid rate down the gravel road 
toward Batesland. She could furnish no description of the 
automobile and did not see any occupants. .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Or JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - United States AttorneySioux Falls ' ■
. . 1 - Departmental Attorney, Civil Rights Division

“ Pine Ridge, South Dakota ■
Report of: SA p< BRYCE CHRISTENSEN ' • om«’Minneapolis , Minn.
Da,ei May 6, 1973 , ' . . '

Field Office File #: 44 *“735 ' • Bureau File #:

ThI,! ■ RICHARD WILSON . •
. ’’GOON SQUAD"; '

. MRS. LUCY YELLOW BOY - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS ' ■

Synopsis: Mrs. LUCY YELLOW BOY advised she had not been 
threatened or warned that her house would he 
burned rlrra and sho is confident it was the result 
of an accident.; Interviews with Executive 
Director of"Oglala Sioux Rousing Authority, 
neigh hoi- who discovered fire and individual at 
beer par to-, he Id in house shortly before fire 
indicated that fire was most likely accidental.

~ C

DETAILS : AT PINE RIDG.E, SOUTH DAKOTA

Investigation La this matter- was instituted 
upon request of R. DENNIS ICKES, Attorney, Civil Rights 
Division, Department of Justice, ..to; determine', if . 
a house occupied by Mrs. YELLOW BOY had been burned 
down as a .reprisal by representatives of. RICHARD 
WILSC'H’s "goon squa .. " . .

RICHARD "NIC!;" •■.'ILSON is the duly .
_ elec Led Presid Ji'; of the Oglala Rioux' .
' Tribal Council. Pine Ridge Indian

Reservation, a- d Ln this position he has 
taken a strong stand against the American

Thia document cuntnins neither reccnntKv.dations nor conclusions rf *hc FBI. 
are not to be distributed outside yuu j *ttncy.
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^_._^.-^Indian Movement (AIM) and its objectives. 
‘Impeachment action has been taken against 

^FTISON on numerous occasions by members of * 
the Tribal,Council sympathetic to AIM, 
and his removal has been a primary 
objective of AIM at Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota. He and his' supporters, commonly 
referred to as his "goon squad," have been 
the subjects of numerous civil rights

. complaints that have been made during 
the negotiations at Wounded Knee.

- 2 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

X " . Date of transcription. 5/4/73

B. 1WE3, Jhecutlve Director, Calais
. ir: ulority , L'ino Itiilge, South Dakota-, advised 

that all hcv^^g'd.ia the JTcrthri-dge ai’pa of Pluo ‘ Ridge la 
owned by^Th- ’ -lala Slow: Bousing Authority. Bousd Number, 7 

being ren.. :. ’by .Hrs. M YBLWW BOY until it burned down 
.the second v; *; of Harch, 1973. An investigation had -been 
Eliade of the .;o by the fire na.v3hal and he had concluded ' " 
that the fir? uus probably caused by faulty wiring.

H??. ROOKS advised that Hus. YBLWW BOY is an
-. elderly lady v>v> lost hex’ husband a couple of years ago 

'"'and since th •YLrOr she h^s boon staying at the home of
’ hoi* daughter ? AI^RHlvSB BITTLE BEAR in Eastridge, Number. 94, 
Pine Ridge, k. nth Dakota.

Kr. BODES knows of no reason that Krs. YlXl^W BOY’S ’ 
houue would singled, cut to- be intentionally burned 
becamue she = ’. ■ not participate in any politics which would 
cauae any f^.w/con in Pine Ridge to ba displeased with . her. ,

Interviewed on_JV!2Zg3_________________# HP 44^5________________________________________________________-

STS P, BRYCB cnaSTm-ZSEN and
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1

’ An examination was made of House Number 7, 
Northridge, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, by Special Agents 
P. BRYCE CHRISTENSEN and JESSE R. BOWIE on May 2, 1973, 
and it appeared the fi^e started in ihe living room area 
of the house since this was the only area where the rafters 
had been burned. The basement was not touched by flames 
and the rafters above the rooms other than the living 
room were either in tact or barely scortched.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1. ' Date of transcription^ • 5/4/7:

J WCZYSLLO B07?
ro Rte

>r3s^ntly' Tesrldinn at 
. Scath Dakota j. with : 
artvisred that siShs wain

■ 1973, At .ixaioly 1 a,?a
vx mu xw

, 1973,.S0P2XA
BOY sxroiujod Hrs. YELLOW. EOY and advised hex* 

that her hor. ;o xthiS’ on fxris^ llhi. YELLOW BOT,aecoaipan£Gd 
by WKZ, CTLLIS BOY BALD EAGLE and

h BmUwJrTE Y. £01% feadiately went to Hrs. YELLOW BOY’S 
home and UF^a arrival diwcoverod that the fire depai’tuent

• wAg- i>uttins cut the blase, Kra. YELLOW BOY advised that 
Sho Ixs not ' ’ --a threatomd or had any indication driven to 

’< . her either 1 •■'”■■:© or after tho dire that her house -was .
bu3?H.eil as a .. .r.-tsal or intonti-nnnlly for any other reason” 
because of a-y political activity, hrs. YELLOW EOY
•stated ishe i' teo old to he active with any of .the 
factions at —.ivj Kidge»

J’' /.IhiLDST
and hex* cci^:.>..--/7.; were 
HAWK.

E -7 3;:3nl;::5 very little En^rlhiili 
iJXtai’protM by ABIGAIL HJxiEKKJ-

ih,>. YEXuOW BuY confident ixor houn:e burned 
tlovn <m£1 a x ljxiab of ac^lc’enta ,

■ •'. - f ■ ‘ . . : i *

Interviewed on----- ---------------------------------------------------at44«^35__

sas p; ‘ ’ .
bx.________ ^Sg rv. IlTXE z- ^: ur;:>Date5/4/73 ’
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feOal bureau of investigation n

Date af transcription^, ‘ 5/4/73

' Mr. LAWREUCE "CASIE” CROSS, House Number 25, 
Northridge, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised that in the 
early--evening of March 151973, GAB7AHD A. GOOD Pi,UJIS, 
BILLY CROW and WIISON YSLLOH BOY, LUCY YELLOW BOY’s son, 
held a beer party at LUCY 7EIL0U BOY’S house, 'Approximately

■ 11 p.M., J,It. CROSS noticed Hr. GOOD PLUME and the two other
individuals driving'away in Mr. GOOD PLUME’S car. Mr. CROSS 

■ could not sleep and gazed out his bedroom window and
about 15 to 20-minutes afteh* th© automobile left, he noticed 

; a dim light flickering through the fi’ont -window of Mrs.
YELLOW BOY’s house. Approximately 20 minutes later, 
he saw the light was beesuing increasingly brighter and - . 
became alar:,©d and ran across the street entering Mrs.

> YELLOW BOY’s house through the front door. He noticed that 
. th© couch in the living rnou was completely engulfed .in

flames. He immediately ran bad: to his-house and .telephoned 
th© fire department and police and then awakened his 
neighbors. Approximately 45 minutes later, the fire

•". department ari’ived and began putting out th© fire. Mr. 
CROSS advise I further that when ho first entered Mrs. 
YELLUW B0Y¥g house, the front window‘was not broken but he 
felt that it v/omld be a-help to the firefighters and broke

. the front window after calling the fire department.

inierviowcd oo^|tZ2Z23____________ atMne...H.'.d.r3, SoE-:h Dakota File # MP 44-735 -

SAs P. BRYCE CHRI-STENSEW wad 

by__________________J'ESBEJR, ■ HOWIE / PRC; gro.............. ' onledictated 5/4/73

6
* 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions oi the FBL it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
II apd. lU contents are not Io bo d&rfouted outside your agency. * ‘ .

. • . '*
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BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION •

•1 Dole of transcrrpffon_.......5/5/73.

'• < ' ’• ' Hr. GARVARD A. GCOD PLIHIE, presently a patient ; "
’: at the Veterans Administration Hospital, Hot Springs, ' ‘
\ South Dakota, advised that he, WILSON YELLOW DDT and BILLY
, ' . CROW uere drinking-beer the niglit Hrs. YELLOW .BOY’S house

; .burned doxvn. He recalls that lie and the other tv,1® ^ere .
:.h/- quite drunk and he.feels someone could have left a • ; '

lighted cigarette’oh the couch ■when they departed the house
h that evening. Ke advised that he and the other t^o • . /
? individuals loft Mrs, YELISW-BOY’s house after dax’k and . . ’ r

. : travelled to Gordon, Nebraska, and then returned to the .
’ ' house and noticed that it had been burned and the ' ' , '

■ . firefightin" equipment vas Just cleaning up. He is . ■
confident that no one intentionally burned doun Mrs. ‘ ■;

J .YELLOW BOY’S house and ho himself has been accused of , '• ~o/
' being a xseabei* of DICK WIlSON’s ’’goon squad.” . • ' - ■ ' “

* . •
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of ihe FBI. II is the property of tho FBI and is loaned to your agency; '
II and. its contents are not Io be distributed outside your agency. ’ . ■ ,

i

interviewed on 5/2/73 m Hot f pipings, South Dakota^ # HP 4/ -735

SA P. BRYCE C3RISTENSEN rud ■
. SA JESSE R. HOWIE / PEC: emo 4.,, 4 5/4/73by  ------- - --  ._______ __________________________ :_____________________Data dictoted_________________________________________________

■ ■ . , ' .7
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JtP 44-735
PBC: smo

_ May 3? 1973, Mr. R. DENNIS ICKES, Attorney,
—‘Civil Rights .Division, Department of Justice, at Pine 

Ridge, South Dakota, ■was apprised of the substance 
of we interviews in this matter and he requested no 
additional investigation. •

- 8* -

’ — -f—-w— — — ’ —— •'tf1 - '
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To: Director, FBI ATTENTION:

From: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS KJ CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
(44-NEW) (C) GENERAL INVEST. DIV.

Subject: RICHAR^lflLSONx Oglala Q DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 
Sioux Tribal Chairmax, EUGEN^fe'OOKS, Oglala Sioux Tribal Hous in 
Dir.e.c±br; THEODOR^fTIBBETTS, Oglala Sioux Tribal Judge; Alleged 
Eviction Orders Issued by Oglala Sioux Tribal Court Against 
Residents of Oglala Sioux Tribal Housing for Opposition to _ 
RICHARD WILSON’s Administration; UNKNOWN VICTIMS "

®CR nEL [ZJDIH

n EID □ Bomb Threats

□ CRA-64
□ PA DPE nPF E

□ Extremist Matters
□ White Hate □ Black

Summary of Complaint:

Jo STANLEY POTTINGER, Civil Rights Division, requested ’ 
by letter dated 4/14/73 that copies of all eviction orders 
issued by the Oglala Sioux Tribal Court or by the appropriate 
Department of the Interior agency be obtained for the period 
between 3/15/73 and the present as an allegation had been made 
that unknown persons_were being evicted from tribal housing for , 
opposing the administration of RICHARD WILSON, Oglala Sioux ;
Tribal chairman. Investigation indicated no eviction orders 
have been issued^y the Oglala Sioux,\Tribal..Court.

Bureau a •• _

1 - Minneapolis "(44-NEW)

ACTION: UACB: U M
□ No further action being taken and

2 A

Falls,no LHM enclosed [X] Copy furnished to USA Siou: 
□ FD-376 (enclosure to LHM) South Dakota, and

Departmental Attorney,O LHM-being submitted Civil Rights Division,m Report being submittedV/ _. . . „ ,. . ... .. Department of Justice□ Preliminary investigation instituted at pine Ridge.,
□ Limited investigation instituted______________- .

0 W1 81973
Approved: 1

Special Agent in Charge
Sent M Per



WP 4^ £ •

Ro DENNIS ICKES, Departmental Attorney, u. s.
* Department of Justice, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised on 

4/21/73 inasmuch as no eviction orders have been issued no 
violations exist. No further investigation being conducted 
in this matter.

2 -



April 24, 1973

... RICHARD WILSON, OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN;
EUGENE ROOKS, OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL HOUSING DIRECTOR; 

’ ' THEODORE TIBBETTS, OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL JUDGE;
ALLEGED EVICTION ORDERS ISSUED BY OGLALA SIOUX 
TRIBAL COURT AGAINST RESIDENTS OF OGLALA SIOUX 
TRIBAL HOUSING FOR OPPOSITION TO RICHARD WILSON’S 
ADMINISTRATION; UNKNOWN VICTIMS

J. Stanley Pottinger, Assistant Attorney General, 
Civil Rights Division, United States Department of Justice, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, requested by letter dated April 14, 
1973, that copies of all eviction orders issued by the Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Court or by the appropriate Department of Interior 
agency be obtained for the period between March 15, 1973, and 
the present as an allegation had been made that Richard Wilson, 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman, through Eugene Rooks, Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Housing Director, and Theodore Tibbetts, Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Judge, was causing eviction orders to be issued 
evicting unknown persons opposed to his administration from 
Oglala Sioux tribal housing.

Sidney Witt, Oglala Sioux Tribal Prosecutor, Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, advised on April 18, 1973, that he 
processes all eviction notices requested by the Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Housing Authority. He stated that no eviction orders 
have been issued by the Tribal Court since March 15, 1973, and 
that he could not recall any person having been evicted in the 
past three or four years. He advised it v/as his understanding 
that the Housing Authority was planning eviction orders against 
several individuals at the time of the Wounded Knee takeover but 
that these requests had not been made as yet due to the turmoil 
created by the takeover.

Mrs. Wynema Janis, Secretary of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Housing Authority, Pine Ridge, advised on April 19, 1973, 
that the last person to be evicted by the Tribal Housing 
Authority was Ethel Rodriquez on December 31, 19-72, when she 
moved to Kyle on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation where she 
has been residing in a house owned by the American Legion. At 
the time of her eviction, she was $435.08 in arrears in rental 
payments and the apartment had been considerably damaged.

"■rm,



•: kuGENE ROOKS; THEODORE TIBBETTS*^Leged EVICTION ORDERS ISSUED BY OGLALA SIOUX ’ 
tribal COURT AGAINST RESIDENTS OF OGLALA SIOUX 
TRIBAL HOUSING FOR OPPOSITION TO RICHARD WILSON’S
ADMINISTRATION; UNKNOWN VICTIMS

On February 6, 1973, Ethel made a payment of $200 and on April 12 
1973, she made a $261.08 payment to liquidate her debt even ’ 
though she had vacated the apartment in December, 1972. Mrs. 
Janis advised she believes Ethel Rodriquez wished to obtain a 
housing authority apartment in Kyle and in order to do so would 
have had to clear her past rental debt. She stated whether or 
not Ethel Rodriquez receives another low rent apartment depends on 
the review of her application by the local Kyle screening board 
which is composed of local Kyle residents appointed by the local 
Kyle District Council.

Mrs. Janis advised the housing authority is currently 
in the process of obtaining eviction orders through the 
Tribal Court against the following individuals who had been 
mailed eviction notices on the dates indicated, inasmuch as 
they were in rental arrears in the amounts of money indicated 
and as yet, had not appeared at the housing office to make 
arrangements for a mutual agreement or future payments:

Duane Bordeaux .
. January 30, 1973

$330 (has since moved out on own volition)

James Little
February 2, 1973
$715.15

Thelma Bettelyours
July 27, 1972
$397.95

George Twiss
June 2, 1972
$288 .

Pauline Clifford
January 30, 1973
$799.23

Adolph Hollow Horn
March 2, 1971 •
$422.86

- 2 -
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cr.c following in
(Type in plaintext or ,

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

To: Director, FBI ATTENTION:

From: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
/-C GENERAL INVEST. DIV

Subject: RICHARD WILSON kn DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE I b:.
... TRIBAL CHAIRMAN;

'C- OTHER UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
. V-V UNKNOWN VICTIMS /]/,.% ' ■ INTIMIDATION W
. , x CIVIL RIGHTS //V !

• .. r:cR oel odih o cra-64
Tv ’■ n PA DPE [■ PF

CT EID O Bomb Threats f—] Extremist Matters
Q White Hate o Black

Summary of Complaint: K
CARLTON STOIBER, Departmental Attorney, pine Ridgy, 

South Dakota, advised that PEDRO BISS0NETT2, American Indian 
Movement leader, had, during negotiations at Wounded Knee, I 
furnished the names of eight people in the Oglala Sioux Trihb, 
pine Ridge, who could give leads to specific instances of'—'"! 
police harassment, intimidation and brutality. |

allegations
Eight persons interviewed and furnished specific

as indicated above which were investigated
separate captions. Departmental Attorney DENNIS ICKES 
4/29^73 that no further investigation is desired.

under 
advised

ACTION^ VACB^' *" ' I

o further action being taken and
2j~ Bureau y -A^^jLHM enclosed r-] Copy furnished to USA sioux Falls^-S. 

(Enc. 6),' (T FD-376 (enclosure to LHM)and Departmental Attorney 
~ Minneapolis^ (-j LHM being submitted Civil Rights Division, DJ

’ll—I Report being submitted pine Ridge, South Dakota.
r~! Preliminary investigation instituted '

:^8MAY 1 jOdT^imited investigation instituted

Approved ---------------------------------- —
Special Agent in Charge

M PerSent
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* *.
April 30, 197

, 3/
richard/wilson s. \ 
TRIBAL CHAIRMAN; ‘
OTHER UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
UNKNOWN VICTIMS

— This investigation was predicated upon receipt
of a memorandum from Carlton Stoiber, Departmental Attorn 
United States District Court, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, ‘ ' 
dated March SO, 1973. Stoiber indicated that Pedro Bisson-i: 
a leader of the occupation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, ’ 
furnished the following names of persons, members and/or 
officials of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, who could give specific instances of police harass, ent, 
intimidation, and brutality:

Harry Steele
Hobart Keith
Richard Little
Virgil Kills Straight 
Delores Swift Bird 
Mario Gonzales
Bill Mathison
Gary Thomas

All of the above persons were interviewed during 
March and April, 1973, and furnished names of several allege-, 
victims of police harassment, intimidation^ or brutality. 
In each instance a separate investigation was instituted ano 
the victims interviewed and signed statements were obtained 
concerning the allegations.

On April 29, 1973, Departmental Attorney Dennis 
Ickes advised that no further investigation was necessary in 
this matter, inasmuch as, separate investigations had been 
instituted as a result of the allegations of the above members 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe.

This document contains neither1 recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. n

/ .• / 
' 1*





. 0-70 (Rf-; 3-4'72) _
OHIOHAl'fc/ 5010—10*

* MAY 1962 td .,^N 
OSA GEN. MEG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT '

Memorandum
TO : Assistant Attorney General

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

from : Director, FBI---'"'

DATE: 6/17/74

SUBJECT: Ricitfe WILSON, ET AL
HOBART KEITH, ET AL - VICTIMS
DUE PROCESS AND EQUAL PROTECTION 

■ CIVIL RIGHTS

Reference is made to your memorandum dated_____5/30/7^-  
(your file JSBbCRSiJMcD: vek). DJ 144-69-193

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent 
dated at______________________________________________

A. | | This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. | | The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. ’

c. i^J^tig^on requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

■D. | | Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. □ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. | | This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments.

G. | | This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. | | This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc.
Notes A reifiew of our files reveals all requested 

investigation has been completed.

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 162



FACSIMILE

SAC, Minneapolis , 
^^•77 •

Director, FBI Z/</—/

- 5/31/74

1 ~ Mr. McDonough

RICHARD WILSON, ET AL. 
HOBART KEITH, ET AL. - 
VICTIMS
DUE PROCESS AND
EQUAL PROTECTION
CIVIL RIGHTS

Enclosed is one copy of Departmental letter dated 
5/30/74.

Handle.

Enclosure

Assoc. Dir._____
Dep. AD Adm._
Dap. AD Inv.__

Asst. Dir.:
EJM:bap (3)

Admin.______  
Comp. Syst. -— 
Ext. Affairs 
Files & Cam 
Gen. Inv, 
Went._ 
Inspection - - - 
Intell.____ — 
Laboratory__ _ 
Plan. & Eval._ 
Spec. Inv. 
Training _ 

Legal Coun, 
Telephone Rnu —

RETYPE UNIT



(Ed. 4-26-65) ,

' UNITED STATES GOV'||^MENT

“ * Memorandum
to : Director J

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of justice

. MAY 3 P1974
date: • •

JSP:CRS:JMcD:vek 
DJ 144-69-193

. Jo Stanley Pottinger
” Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division

sject: Rjchard_Wilson., David Brewer , and 
Unknown Subjects, Election Officials, 
Pine Ridge Indian. Reservation
Pine R^dge (Shannon ^County) ^South Dakota; 
Hobarr^Keith, Sarah^Thunder Hawk, 
Irma^ejir^Stops, .MyXtl^^Qh&son,„

' Bernice^W^ Sophie fjoorbear,
Richarij Little, James^Ch^gin^Cr qw, 
and Unknown - Victims
Due Process and Equal Protection
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Reference is made to my memorandum dated March 13, 
1974 captioned as above. A report by Special Agent 
Dean Howard Hughes, dated April 2, 1974 indicated that 
certain requested election materials were unobtainable. 
Those required materials were impounded by order of 
Federal District Court Judge Andrew Bogue.

•
On May 30, 1974 Harvey C. Jewett, Law Clerk to 

Judge Bogue, telephonically contacted a Departmental 
Attorney to advise that the Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion would be allowed to copy the impounded materials on

DOJ—1973-04

NW 68262 Doclcl:3^89686 Page'1H ’



■ Because a copy of these materials is necessary 
to determine if there are violations of 18 U.S.C. 242, 
please have two agents with one Recordaidcamera meet 
Departmental Attorney, John K. McDonald/ at 9:00 A.M., - 
June 5^1974 at the U.S. Marshal’s Office in Rapid City, 
-South' Dakota. It is anticipated that there will be 
approximately 1,000 documents all of which are approximately 
8^72” x 11” in size.
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{.»ev. 1-7-72) £ W ' I V

’ "FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

MINNEAPOLIS ' 4/2/74 I - 4/1/74

.Vs.

TITLE OF CASE- 
"CHANGEDV ■ 
RICHARD WILSON' 
DAVID OLIVER^REWER?; vfO
FRANKE-JOSEPH '"CRAZY 'THUNDER;
JAMES ‘-CHARGING (CROW; V .
BERNARD ’SHOT^WITH JARROW; ’ A

/TITLE CONTINUED ON COVER PAGE B)
I f ,f

>t REFERENCE

REPORT MADE BY '

DEAN HOWARD HUGHES
CHARACTER OF CASE

■ CR

\7itle is marked changed to indicate additional subjects

klk -

Bureau airtel to Minneapolis, March 15-, 1974

—C—

Vj A j*

Fih
ENCLOSURES

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of 
Reservation Election Ordinances and Sample Ballot.

Pine Rid^e J.

ADMINISTRATIVE

All persons contacted on this matter were advised that in
vestigation was being conducted at the specific request of the United 
States Department of Justice.

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ffl NONE . ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN!
CONVIC. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERI ES

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □YES fylNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS □'’ES fylNO

APPROVEDJU I! A-■ 1 ....
COPIES MADE: ; .

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

1974

(^- Bureau (Encs. 4)

1 - USA, Rapid City, South Dakota (Enos. 2)

1 - Minneapolis (44-840)

Notations

5 3 APu 7 1974 COVER PAGE

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

Request Reed. /
Date Fwd. h’li 1

How Fwd. ^CC 3 -A
By ’ fi ■ -



MP 44-840 
’ -V

> ■ *

(title Continued from cover page a) ’
1 /O '' ' 1 1'1' 1

CHARLY SHOT WITH’lRROW; ,
AGNESWAC1OELK; 5 .
EDISON^ARDj^^V ' ‘ ’
SETH GQDFREy RUFF;..- ?
VZENM-'TWOOTO^ ’
HOBARTOLEE; V %
HENRY^ROW; rn

. JOSEPH-FRANCIS^TWO^CROW;
DORg^ASTO/OLF; , A ' .
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS '
PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA;.
CECIETHOBART^kEITH - VICTIM; " ...........  “
SARAH/THUNDERzHAWK - VICTIM;
IRMA>$EAR ^TOPS - VICTIM;
MYRTLE/JOHNSON.,- VICTIM; •'
BERNICE- OHITE "HAWK - VICTIM;
SOPHIE/POOR/BEAR - VICTIM; .
RICHARD/LITTLE/^ VICTIM
JAMES/-CHARGING uROW - VICTIM; •
UNKNOWN VICTIMS

As reflected in details of instant report, copies of all 
items requested in Departmental letter dated March 1?, 3.974, 
could not be obtained as investigation revealed these items have 
been previously seized by individuals who identified themselves 
as employees for the United States Commission on Civil Rights*

-B*-
COVER PAGE



• \l ■■ < . '
- • un Ad states department of j^pricE-

* * y "federal BUREAU of INVESTIGATION •

V • V -

Copy to: 1 - USA, Rapid City, South Dakota ‘

9

Report of: DEAN HOWARD HUGHES ’ . Office: .Minneapolis, ?4innesota
Date: April 2, 1974 ■ .'

J

Field Office File #: 44—840 “ Bureau Fife #:

Title: RICHARD WILSON; ’ . '
■ DAVID OLIVER BREWER; ■

FRANK JOSEPH CRAZY THUNDER; '
JAMES CHARGING CROW; ’
BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW; ?
CHARITY SHOT WITH ARROW; -
AGNES BLACK ELK; .
EDISON WARD; ’ ' ■
SETH GODFREY RUFF; 
VIENNA TWO TWO; /
HOBART LEE; .
HENRY CROW; 
JOSEPH FRANCIS TWO CROW; •
DORA FAST WOLF; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; '
PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA; 
CECIL HOBART KEITH - VICTIM; 
SARAH THUNDER HAWK - VICTIM; 
IRMA BEAR STOPS - VICTIM; 
MYRTLE JOHNSON - VICTIM; -
BERNICE WHITE HAWK - VICTIM; ’
SOPHIE POOR BEAR - VICTIM; 
RICHARD LITTLE - VICTIM; 
JAMES CHARGING CROW - VICTIM;

, UNKNOWN VICTIMS , ' ■

CHARACTER: CIVIL RIGHTS ’

SYNOPSIS: On 3/25/74, DELMER K. EASTMAN, Agency Special Officer, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA), Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised no formal 
complaints have been filed with his department concerning the 
recent Tribal election. DAVE BREWER, Oglala Sioux Tribal Election 
Board member, interviewed 3/25/74, and 3/26/74, and furnished 
copy of Tribal election ordinances and a copy of sample ballot.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 'agency; it and its conte

4LxS- C-avmwuint PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O -

NW 68262 Docld:32$89686‘ PagalGS



■ A

MP 44-840 < ■ ■ .
. J ' ■ ■ 

z *
FRANK JOSEPH CRAZY THUNDER added as subject, interviewed 3/26/74, 
.furnished information on delivering ballots. JAMES CHARGING CROW, 
added as subject, interviewed 3/26/74, furnished information re
garding his duties as Election Judge of Eagle Nest District. 
BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW, added as subject, interviewed 3/26/74, 
and furnished information regarding his duties as Election Judge 
of Potato Creek District. CHARITY SHOT WITH ARROW, added as 
subject, interviewed 3/26/74, and furnished information regard
ing her duties as Election Clerk at Potato Creek District. AGNES 
BLACK ELK, added as subject, interviewed and furnished information 
regarding her duties as Election Judge, Manderson District. EDISO' 
WARD, added as subject, was interviewed 3/26/74, and furnished in
formation regarding his duties as Election Judge of La Creek 
District. SETH GODFREY RUFF, added as subject, interviewed 
3/26/74, furnished information regarding his duties as Election 
Judge Pass Creek District. VIENNA TWO TWO, added as subject, 
was contacted 3/26/74, refused to discuss her duties as Election 
Judge Pine Ridge District. HOBART LEE, added as subject, inter
viewed 3/26/74, furnished information on Pine Ridge District. 
HENRY CROW, added as subject, interviewed 3/27/74, furnished 
information regarding his duties as Election Judge of Our Lady 
of the Sioux District. JOSEPH FRANCIS TWO CROW, added as subject, 
interviewed 3/27/74, furnished information regarding his duties 
as Election Judge at Kyle Village. DORA FAST WOLF, added as 
subject, was interviewed 3/27/74, and furnished information re
garding her duties as Election Judge at Red Shirt Table District. 
FRANK BETTELYOUN interviewed and advised he is 21 years
of age and voted at Martin, South Dakota. ALICE N. STOMLEY, 
Clerk, Probate and Census, BIA, furnished information on several 
individuals. On 4/1/74, AUSA EDWARD CARPENTER, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, advised all investigation complete and withholding his 
opinion regarding merits of prosecution pending review of this 
report.

-C-

ENCLOSURES

Enclosed for the United States Attorney is one 
copy- each of Pine Ridge Reservation Election Ordinances and 

Sample Ballot.



MP 44-840 •

The following is the result of a limited investiga
tion. t • - ’ ; ...

DETAILS ~ ’

Investigation concerning this matter was instituted 
upon receipt of a letter dated March 15, 197^, from J. STANLEY 
POTTINGER, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, 
United States Department of Justice, advising that allegations 
have been made that could, if substantiated, constitute viola
tion of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 241, 242, and 371 
-by denying rights guaranteed by Title 25,. United States Code, 
Section 1302.

•NW «262 Docld:32S8M8fi Page ITO



DERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription April 1 ,_ 1974

. DELMER K. EASTMAN, Agency Special Officer, Pine
■ • Ridge Police Department, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, upon : * • 

interview advised that his office has never received any . • 
formal complaints concerning the recent Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation'Tribal Election. He advised that any such com- ' ■ 

•• plaints would have been filed with the Board of Elections ■ 
who oversees the elections on the reservation.

' ' EASTMAN advised that the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/
Offense Committee and members of the American Indian Movement • 
(AIM) did on the day of the election turn over to the Board of 
Elections a list of names which they designated as "Poll Watcher”

• The Board of Elections did not approve all the names submitted;
• however, did approve some of the names and these people went to 

the various polls on the reservation to oversee the election. 
EASTMAN advised that DAVE BREWER, a member of the Board of 
Elections, might have the information pertaining to this list 

' and any complaints that may have been made concerning the .
election ► ’ . ..M •.

Interviewed on —3/25/74------------ -----------r01 Pine-Ridge,■ South--Dakota~File #---- MP 44-840

. SA RONALD R. GROVE and ' ’
by--------------------SA-DONALD-G .-WILEY--------------------DGWrWlk-----------------Dote dic^-------------3/29/74------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
It and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. * '
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MP 44-840

Name . Enrollment Number Last Known Address

SANDRA LOOKS TWICE ‘' NO RECORD OF THIS NAME; HOWEVER, HAVE A: 
SARAH SANDRA LOOKS TWICE 'U-18579 639 Paha Sapa

• ’ r- * a j ,
Rapid City, South Dakota

' HERBERT L. SWALLOW ’ U-15582 ‘ Manderson, South Dakota

•BARBARA L. SWALLOW nee ’ U-17822 Rapid City, South Dakota
DULL KNIFE i

’ MARY BLOSSOM GRAHAM U-13416 Denby, South Dakota ‘
■ I

FRANCIS A. GRAHAM U-9616 Martin, South Dakota ■

JOHN WALTER CUMMINGS U-19551 Martin, South Dakota j
i

ELSIE WOOD (CANNOT IDENTIFY ON TRIBAL RECORDS) j

ALVIN IRON CLOUD ' U-21774
r

Porcupine, South Dakota

JAMES RED WING, also AL-7493 " • White Clay, Nebraska, or
known as LAWRENCE RED ’ Pine Ridge, South
WING Dakota
MENDOTA SALWAY STOHM ■ - U-10363 . Sidney, Nebraska I

' ■ i

STOMLEY advised that some of the listed addresses appear to
be off Pine Ridge Indian Reservation but are only mailing addresses of . 
the closest town with a United States Post Office. She advised the । 
addresses reflected above are only the. last known addresses and she |
has no reference to the date in which these individuals resided at I
that address. ■ |

STOMLEY advised those individuals above who have not been |
identified through her records could be as a result of a marriage or | 
the use of a name other than the original Indian family name. She f
said it is a fairly common practice of Indians to shorten their last I
names and therefore make it impossible to identify against her records 
without benefit of the full given name.
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Dale of Ironscriplion—Apri-1 -l-^--1974

DAVID OLIVER BREWER was contacted at Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota.-- He was advised of the identities of the con- - 
tacting Agents and of the nature of the inquiry. . He was 
advised of his rights by Special Agent HUGHES as/’ these rights 
are listed on fora entitled Interrogation/Advice' of Rights 
and he’signed this.form. ' ■ -

■ . ' % .. .

He advised that during the Oglala Sioux Tribal 
election. Pine Ridge Reservation,, he served as- an election - ■ ; 
official’ in that he was a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Election Board.- He advised that an eligible voters list 
was maintained and utilized in this election and that names ■ ■ 
for this eligible voters list -were obtained from the Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Census Roll. He advised that the eligible- voters ; 
list from the previous election is utilized as an aid in 
establishing whether or not an individual has resided on the • 
reservation for a period of at least one year immediately 
prior to the election- - - - ■

‘ • BREWER furnished a copy of the Oglala Sioux" Tribal - - 
election ordinances. He advised that the Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Election Board had recently been visited by individuals from • 
the United States Commission on Civil Rights and a large amount 
of the .records of the Election Board had been given to these ’ 
civil rights investigators and the civil rights investigators 
had not given any receipt for this material. He advised that 
among those items given the civil rights investigators was 
all copies of any court orders pertaining to the election and • 
all copies of the official eligible voters list. He advised 
that the number of eligible voters in each district and number • 
actually voting by district in both the primary and general - 
election were as follows:

,n,erviewed on—-3/25/74------------ Ot-Pine-Ridgey -South Dakota -File *-

SA RONALD E. BRUGGER and
by----------SA-DEAN-H^ARD-irJGHES---------Dffflxxlk------o<”«^ared------ 5/29/74-------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

NW 68262 Docld:329.89686 Page’17? . -



-2- • \ Voters .Eligible ■ Election Election
MP 44-840 A
« " RINS RIDGE TOT ‘W 1369 ‘ 1,189 ; 700 ’ ^2.

WAKPAMNI DISTRICT:, - $29.’
- - . * *

376
' Red. Cloud. CosErmiiy ■ 61' • •• 46 . . 41

SI in Buttes 43 -.. • 19 ■ 39
Wolf Creek 71 36 ■ ■ 47
Batesland. ... 90 . • 51 : * 5Q
Wakpacai. Dake • 58 . : 37 • .’ - 45
No. 4 Day School 61 . • 38 • - 40

___ ■ . Calico-CoEEunity 4 . 94 ■ “ 94 ’ 4 . ■ 13-4 •

WHITE,. CLAY DISTRICT: $61 . - ’ ' 295 'V ■ 304
Our Lady of the Sioux . - . 411 210 • 208
No. 6 Day School ' .89. 43 ■ 52
Rei Shirt Table I • 42 V... 44 •

EAGLE NEST DISTRICT: 336 • 336 • : ' 235 \ ' '' 261 •

- • DASS CREEK: 281 281 ■ 147 ' 184

LA CREEK: 353 . 353 199 ' f p? j 4

MEDICINE ROOT DISTRICT; $66 - 566 i v 333- * *404 ’
Kyle 466 ...466 • 266 . 321
Potato Creek 100 . 100 ■ 65 ’ 83

■
. • PORCUPINE DISTRICT: 370 223 . 263

~ No. -16' Day School - - 159 184
Sharps Comer 64 . 79

WOUNDED KNEE DISTRICT; . ^0 590 33S 387
■ No. 7 Day School - .'176 . 97 109

• No. 9 Day School ■ . - 210 157 170
No. 10 Day School • • 133 58 82 ■
No. 12 Day School 71’ ■ 23 \ 26

• COW. HOSPITAL: - 54 '• 33

TOTALS; 03 W65 ; 2,840 3,298
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He advised that absentee ballots were not utilized 
in the election and that to the best of his knowledge, none 
of these votes were the result of absentee ballots.

He advised that to the best of his knowledge, there 
were no challenges to names appearing on the eligible voters 
list. He advised that if a challenge was made to an individual 
on the eligible voters list, the records of the Census Bureau, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Pine Ridge, South Dakota, would 
be checked to see if this individual was an enrolled member of 
the Oglala Sioux Tribe and had resided on the Pine Ridge Reser
vation for at least one year.

He advised that in the primary election he did not 
recall any candidates or their representatives reviewing the • 
eligible voters list. He stated that in the general election, 
MARIO GONZALES, who was running for Oglala Sioux Tribal Chair
man, requested to check the registrations of all individuals 
that voted so copies were made for MARIO GONZALES. He advised 
that to the best of his knowledge, there were no challenges 
made to have eligibles added to or ineligibles deleted from the 
eligible voters list. He stated that he does not recall that 
the eligible voters list was maintained for review by interested 
persons prior to the primary and general elections.

He advised that no specific training was given to 
precinct voting officials on how to conduct the election; 
however, they were instructed to read the Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Election Ordinances. He advised there were no written in
structions issued to election officials concerning how. the ' 
election should be conducted but that as a general rule the 
individuals utilized in-the various districts were people 
who had lived in these districts for many years, knew most 
of the individuals in their precincts personally, and knew 
what they were doing as they had served in this capacity in 
previous elections.

He advised that he made the following delivery of 
ballots to districts on February 6, 1974:

In the morning he delivered ballots to the Wakpamni 
District at Wolf Creek and delivered these ballots to FRANK 
BLACK FEATHER in Wolf Creek Village. He advised this was at 
approximately 8:00 a.m.
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: He then went and delivered ballots to Wakpamni Lake -;
at approximately 8:30 a.m. and delivered these ballots to • 
AMELIA YELLOW THUNDER,

■ He then went and delivered ballots to Batesland,. 
South Dakota, and delivered them to VICTOR REYNOLDS at 
Batesland Housing at approximately 9:00 a.m.

—He-then went to the Pass Creek District at Allen, 
South Dakota, and delivered ballots to Election Judge SETH 
RUFF at approximately 9:30 a.m.

He then traveled to the La Creek District, Martin, - • - 
South Dakota, and delivered ballots to EDISON WARD, Martin, 
South Dakota, at approximately 10:00 a.m.

He then went to the Eagle Nest District, Wanblee, 
South Dakota, and delivered ballots to JAMES CHARGING CROW 
in Wanblee at approximately 11:00 a.m.

He then traveled to Potato Creek, South Dakota, 
to deliver ballots to Potato Creek Election Judge BERNARD 
SHOT WITH ARROW but BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW was not at home 
to receive it* A woman and her husband, relatives of BERNARD 
SHOT WITH ARROW, came from across the street and said they would 
receive the ballots for BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW and they signed 
a receipt for the ballots at approximately 12:30 p.m.

He then went to Kyle, South Dakota, and delivered 
ballots to FRANCIS WO CROW, Kyle, South Dakota, at approxi
mately 1:30 p.m.

He then traveled to Porcupine, South Dakota, and 
delivered ballots to Election Judge Mrs. CARRIE TWISS at 
approximately 2:30 p.m.

He then delivered ballots to the Reverend FRANCIS • ' 
APPLE, Porcupine, South Dakota, at approximately 2:45 p.m.

On February 7, 1974, at approximately 8:30 a.m. he 
delivered ballots to the Pine Ridge District, Billy Mills Hall, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and gave these ballots to HOBART LEE, 
Pine Ridge District Election Judge.
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BREWER advised that the aforementioned individuals 
do.not have specific address numbers as individuals in big 
cities but due to the small size of the aforementioned com
munities and everybody knowing everybody, no specific addresses 
are needed to locate individuals.

BREWER-advised that all voted ballots were picked 
up on February 7, 1974, except for the ballots in Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota*, which ballots took all day and evening of 
February 7, 1974, to count. He advised the voted ballots 
in Red Shirt Table were not picked up until February 11, 1974, 
because of the isolated location of the Red Shirt Table District 
and the impassable roads leading into the Red Shirt Table 
District on election day.

He advised that on February 8, 1974, at approximately 
8:00 a.m., Pine Ridge District Election Clerk HOBART LEE and 
HARRY STEELE delivered the Pine Ridge voted ballots to the 
Election Board members.. He advised the Pine Ridge Election 
Board members are as ■follows:

DAVID BREWER - residence Eastridge Housing 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota

FRANK CRAZY THUNDER - residence Pine Ridge, South Dakota 

MOSES TWO BULLS - residence Oglala, South Dakota

He advised that the aforementioned members of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Board received the voted ballots 
at the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Board Headquarters, Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota. He advised that each election district 
had an Election Judge and after all ballots were cast in each 
district, the Election Judge, accompanied by two policemen from 
the BIA, delivered the voted ballots to the three members of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Board. He advised that after all 
ballots had been cast in an election precinct, the Election 
Judge of that precinct had the responsibility of padlocking 
the ballot box and dropping the key into the ballot box.

He advised that all voted ballots in all districts 
were delivered to the three Election Board members in the 
evening of February 7, 1974, with the exception of the Pine 
Ridge District and the Red Shirt Table District. He advised 
the Pine Ridge District ballots were delivered on the morning 
of February 8, 1974, at approximately 8:00 a.m. by HOBART TEE 
and these ballots were delivered to him. He advised the Red 
Shirt Table voted ballots were delivered on February 11, 1974.
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He advised that in the evening of February 7, 1974,
the following individuals, who were Election Judges in their 
respective districts-,’ delivered the voted ballots to the Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Election Board, Pine Ridge, South Dakota:

Cr^k
Election"Judge SETH RUFF
Allen, South Dakota

Kyle Village
Election Judge FRANCIS WO CROW
Kyle, South Dakota

Election Judge BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW
Potato Creek, South Dakota

Our Lady of the Sioux
Election Judge HENRY CROW, JR.
Oglala, South Dakota

Number Six Community
Election Judge LEVI GOOD VOICE FLUTE
Fifteen miles north of Oglala, South Dakota

Election Judge FRANK BLACK FEATHER
Wolf Creek Village, South Dakota

Wakpamni Lake
Election Judge AMELIA YELLOW THUNDER
Wakpamni Lake, South Dakota

Batesland
Election Judge VICTOR REYNOLDS
Batesland, South Dakota

Calico
Election-Judge ROBERT POOR BEAR
Calico, South Dakota

La Creek District
Election Judge EDISON WARD
Martin Housing, Martin, South Dakota
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Eagle Nest District ■ ' '
Election Judge JAMES CHARGING CRON .
Wanblee, South Dakota ■ '

Sharps Corner • •
Election Judge CARRIE TWISS ' . .
Sharps Corner, South Dakota

Number Sixteen Day School
Election Judge Reverend FRANCIS APPLE
Porcupine, South Dakota ‘

Number Seven Wounded Knee
Election Judge BILL DESSERT
Wounded Knee Housing, Wounded Knee, South Dakota

Number Ten Manderson
Election Judge EDISON FIRE THUNDER ’ '
Manderson, South Dakota

Number Nine Manderson 1
Election Judge AGNES BLACK ELK
Manderson, South Dakota ■

Number Twelve Manderson
Election Judge ELLEN STEELE •
Ten miles north of Manddrson, South Dakota

Number Four Community ’
Election Judge IVA TOBACCO
Six miles north of Pine Ridge, South Dakota ■

Red Cloud Community
Election Judge BURGESS RED CLOUD
Red Cloud, South Dakota

Slim Buttes
- Election Judge JOE ROAN EAGLE

Slim Buttes, South Dakota

BREWER advised that regarding security and control 
of ballots prior to, during, and after election the following 
procedures applied: .
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The ballots were delivered to the Election Judges in 
their respective districts. Each ballot box contained an in- 

■^=—ventory list detailing the contents of the ballot box and the 
’ amount of ballots ‘in this ballot box. The ballot box was under 
the.direct supervision of the Election Judges in the different 
precincts. At the end of the voting in each district the Elec
tion Judge in each precinct was responsible for padlocking the 
ballot box, dropping the key to the padlock into the ballot box, 
and then, accompanied by two policemen from the BIA, delivering 
the ballot box to the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Board, Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota.^"Once the ballot box was at the Election— = ;

• Board Headquarters, it was under the supervision of the members 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Board. -•

. No candidate for office was allowed to be in physical 
possession of official ballot boxes or in the immediate vicinity 
of the ballot box after they had been returned to the Election 
Board Headquarters with the following exception:

The Election Board Headquarters were located in the 
Oglala Sioux Tribal building in the basement. RICHARD WILSON, 
candidate for Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman, had his office in 
the upstairs of this Oglala Sioux Tribal building. Candidate 
WILSON was never in the immediate vicinity of the ballot boxes 
and had no physical possession of any ballot boxes. - •

BREWER advised that the individuals from the United
. States Commission on^ivil Rights obtained any extra copies 

• sample ballots that he had available; however, he furnished a 
copy of a sample ballot which had been used for a tally sheet.

, He advised that no absentee ballot of any kind were used in 
the election and no special ballots of any kind were utilized.

• BREWER advised that the following' procedures- were
used at the polls to process voters during the election and to 
insure that only those eligible were allowed to vote. Each 
election precinct had an eligible voters list indicating 
individuals in that precinct who were eligible to vote. When 
voters came to the polls they were to sign a signature roster, 
then their name was checked against the eligible voters list. 
If the individual’s signature was on the eligible voters list, 
he was allowed to vote. If the individual’s name was not on 
the eligible voters list, the individual was allowed to vote 
providing the voter signed an affidavit stating he was an 
Indian, a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, and a resident
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' of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation for at least one year. He 
advised that numbered ballots were not used as a means to

• ' account for all ballots issued. He advised that each ballot box 
contained an inventory sheet detailing the number of ballots in

•_ ■ the ballot box. He advised that people voting were not requested 
. _ to show some identification to verify their identity because the

Election Judges, as long-time residents of their respective
■ districts, knew most of the voters.

■ He advised that no absentee ballots of any kind were 
■ utilized in this election. He stated he does not remember any

request being made in writing for absentee ballots.

' He advised that to the best of his knowledge, Election
officials did not receive any absentee ballots in any form, sealed, 
unsealed, or otherwise.

He stated that in some cases ballots were taken to 
individuals in various districts by election officials in order 
to allow these individuals to vote if these individuals were 
crippled or otherwise unable to get out and vote. He advised 

- that these ballots were not considered absentee ballots in that 
after the person voted, this ballot was returned to the respective 
precinct by the election official who took the ballot to the 
voter. He advised that BENNIE ’’TOTE” RICHARDS is not an election 
official and to the best of his knowledge, blank ballots were not 
given to BENNIE RICHARDS. He advised BENNIE ’’TOTE” RICHARDS did 
not turn any ballots into the Election Board at Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota. He advised that BENNIE RICHARDS at one time brought a 
tally sheet to the Pine Ridge Election Board.

He advised that candidates for office were allowed 
to vote for themselves. .

He advised the following individuals were the election 
officials during the election: ■ •

OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL ELECTION BOARD

DAVID BREWER
Pine Ridge, South Dakota '

MOSES WO BULLS .
Oglala, South Dakota .

FRANK CRAZY THUNDER ’
Pine Ridge, South Dakota

NWDocM:32MB68€.Page 181. . . ■
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JUDGES AND CLERKS AT EACH POLLING 'PLACE, GENERAL ELECTION 
|» .l| R.ll ^H,l »■■ IW M — .1-,,. - , , I i ■ I ■ I i—Rw I —I —    .III..I HIM . I -^Wl ■ II ■    ■ 1^. «U l^H ■ III —

PINE'RIDGE VILLAGE - ‘ ’
, Judge: VIENNA WO WO - Pine Ridge, - South Dakota 

' Clerks: HARRY STEELE - Pine Ridge, South Dakota
EGBERT LEE - Pine Ridge, South Dakota

■ .• , BILL SWICK - Pine Ridge, South Dakota

PASS CREEK
Judge: SETH RUFF - Allen, South Dakota
Clerk: VERN TALLMAN - Allen, South Dakota

MEDICINE ROOT DISTRICT ’ / . ’ • ..

Kyle Village: - '
Judge: FRANCIS TWO CROW - Kyle, South Dakota ■
Clerk: MILLIE RED OWL - Kyle, South Dakota • -

Judge: BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW - Potato Creek, South 
■ ■ Dakota

Clerk: CHARITY SHOT WITH ARROW - Potato Creek, South
• Dakota

WHITE CLAY DISTRICT

Judge: HENRY CROW JR. - Oglala, South Dakota
Clerk: TALBERT LOOKING ELK - Oglala, South Dakota

Number Six Community: (Fifteen miles north of Oglala, South 
■ ■ DakotaJudge: LEVI GOOD VOICE FLUTE - Number Six Community ' 

Clerk: JAKE POOR ELK - Number Six Community

Red Shirt Table: - . '
Judge: DORA FAST WOLF - Red Shirt Village, South Dakota 
Clerk: LIZZIE SWALLOW — Red Shirt Village, South Dakota

WAKPAMNI DISTRICT

"judge: FRANK BLACK FEATHER - Wolf Creek Village, South

Clerk: EVANGELINE TAIL - Wolf Creek Village, South Dako

NW 68262. pocl±32989686 . Page 182 . .
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Wakpamni Lake:
Judge: AMELIA YELLOW THUNDER - Wakpamni Lake, South

Dakota’
Clerk: ROBERT FRAZIER - Wakpamni Lake, South Dakota

. Batesland:
Judge:’ VICTOR REYNOLDS - Batesland Housing, South. Dakot. 

__ Qlerk: • GERALDINE RED OWL - Batesland Housing, South
Dakota

Calico:
Judge: ROBERT POOR BEAR - Calico, South Dakota
Clerk: HERMAN LITTLE HAW - Calico, South Dakota

LA CREEK DISTRICT
Judge: EDISON WARD - Martin Housing, South Dakota
Clerk: VERNA LARVIE - Martin Housing, South Dakota.

EAGLE NEST DISTRICT
Judge: JAMES CHARGING CROW - Wanblee, South Dakota 
Clerk: RICHARD LEROY BETTELYOUN - Wanblee, South Dakota

PORCUPINE DISTRICT ’ . ;

Sharps Corner:
Judge: ' CARRIE TWISS - Sharps Corner, South Dakota- ; -
Clerk: DAVID POURIER -'Sharps Corner, South Dakota

Number Sixteen Day—School'
Judge: Reverend FRANCIS APPLE - Porcupine, SouthJDakota
Clerk: RUTH WESTON - Porcupine, South Dakota................"

WOUNDED KNEE DISTRICT ’" ; -

Number Seven Wounded Knee:
Judge: BILL LESSERT - Wounded Knee Housing, South Dakot
Clerk: WILSON LITTLE MOON - Wounded Knee Housing, South

• ; Dakot

Number Ten Manderson:
Judge: EDISON FIRE THUNDER - Manderson, South Dakota 
Clerk: MAURICE AFRAID OF HAWK - Manderson, South Dakota
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■Number Nine Manderson:
Judge: AGNES BLACK ELK - Manderson, South Dakota 

• .. Clerk: LAWRENCE HOLLOW HORN - Manderson, South Dakota

Number Twelve Manderson: (Ten miles north of Manderson) .
Judge: ELLEN STEELE - Number twelve Manderson
Clerk: ' GEORGIANA TEMPLE - Number twelve Manderson •

-l... t - * fl'i iijr, XL'HVMMt

WAKPAMNI DISTRICT CONTINUED

Number Four Community: (Six miles north of Pine Ridge)
Judge: IVA TOBACCO - Number Four Community
Clerk: NELLIE RED OWL - Number Four Community

Red Cloud Community:
Judge: BURGESS RED CLOUD - Red Cloud, South Dakota 
Clerk: BILL RED CLOUD - Red- Cloud, South Dakota

xrn *
Judge: JOE ROAN EAGLE - Slim Buttes, South Dakota
Clerk: PAUL LITTLE SPOTTED HORSE - Slim Buttes, South

Dakota

BREWER advised that members of the Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Election Board were selected as follows:

Candidates were nominated and voted on until five 
individuals were left, the three individuals with the highest 
number of votes were members of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election • 
Board. He advised that the duties of the Election Board were 
as follows:

To conduct the election, to oversee nominating peti
tions, to prepare the eligible voters list, to arrange for ballots 
to be distributed to the various districts, and to insure a fair 
election.

He advised the duties of the election judges and clerks 
of each district were to insure the fairness of the election in 
their district, to insure the security of the voted ballots, and 
to insure that the election was run in a smooth manner. He ad
vised that the precinct judges and clerks of each district were 
selected by the district council of each district. He advised 
the judges and clerks were paid $12 per day and fifteen cents 
per mile during the course of the election. He advised members

Pane 184"
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of the Election Board were paid $2.50 per hour. He advised 
that election officials take nd oath of office.

BREWER advised that a challenge to the results of 
the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election on February 7, 1974, has been 
filed but that the United States Commission on Civil Rights 
has all the records to this challenge and all the copies.
BREWER is described as follows: ‘

Name DAVID OLIVER BREWER - • -
. , Race

Sex 
Date of htirth-^

Indian
Male
March 8, 1916

Place of birth
Height
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes

Batesland, South Dakota 
Five feet ten inches 
250 pounds
Black ' ' '
Brown .

The interview at this time was terminated because of 
the late hour of the day and the unavailability of records which 
were locked up due to the late hour of the day. BREWER advised 
he would meet" the Agents the next morning where he would attempt 
to obtain copies of needed records.
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FEDERAL ^BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION~

Date of transcription. April 1, 1974

On March 26, 1974, DAVID BREWER was recontacted and 
advised of the identities of the contacting Agents'and of the 

of the inquiry. BREWER was again advised of his Con
stitutional Rights by Special Agent; HUGHES as listed on form 
entitled Interrogation/Advice of Rights and he signed this 

■ form.

BREWER advised that the United States Commission on • 
Civil Rights had taken most of the records of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Election Board and had not given a receipt for these 
records. He advised he could not recall the names of the 
individuals from the United States Commission on Civil Rights - 
and did not know where they were located, as he had tried to 
locate these individuals in an effort to ascertain just what 
records this Commission had taken.

He also advised that the Oglala Sioux Tribal Elec- • • 
tion Board had voted ballots and other records pertaining to 
the election in the custody of United States Marshals, Rapid 
City, South Dakota, per court order of United States Judge 
ANDREW BOGUE, Rapid City, South Dakota. BREWER was able to • - • 
furnish copies of the following documents: ■ ':

A copy of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Ordinances

A copy of a sample ballot,, which ballot has been used 
as a tally sheet. This ballot is yellow in color. - -

BREWER advised that to the best of his knowledge, 
individuals from the United States Commission on Civil Rights 
had in their possession all copies of the following documents:

Eligible voters list
Court orders pertaining to the election
Copies of challenges to the election
Copy of decisions of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election 

Board

Interviewed on —3/26/74_______ o> Pine Ridge, South Dakota ph. # MP 44-840

SA RONALD E. BRUGGER and 
by--------- SA DEAN- HOWARD HUGHES_______DHHtklk Dale dictated 3/29/74___________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Il is Ihe properly of the FBI ond is loaned to your ogency; 
R and its contenb are not to be distributed outside your agency. * x
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Date of transcription. March 29. 1974

■ FRANK JOSEPH CRAZY THUNDER was contacted at Pine ' :
Ridge, South Dakota. FRANK JOSEPH CRAZY THUNDER was advised : 
of his Constitutional rights as listed on form entitled '
Interrogation/Advice of Rights. He was advised of the • . '
identities of the contacting Agents and of the nature of *
the inquiry and subsequently furnished the following in- |
formation: . . . - !

x _He was a member of the Oglala Sioux. Tribal-Election ----
Board from January 18,- 1974, until the present time. He 
obtained this Job by selection from the Executive Committee 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Counsel, Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

On February 5, 1974, prior to the election between 
RUSSELL MEANS and RICHARD WILSON for the Oglala Sioux Tribal . 
Chairman, he delivered from the Election Board ballots to the 
following locations: " ' ‘ ' ■

• At approximately 9:00 a.m., he took ballots to
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and delivered them to clerk 
WILSON LITTLE MOON at LITTLE MOON’s residence in Wounded Knee.

He went from Wounded Knee and at approximately : ;
9:30 a.m., delivered ballots to AGNES BLACK ELK at Manderson, 
South Dakota. “ " '

He then went at approximately 10:00 a.m., and 
delivered ballots to District Number Ten, Manderson, South 
Dakota, and delivered these ballots to MORRIS AFRAID OF 
HAWK, Manderson, South Dakota.

He then delivered ballots to ELLEN STEELE, District 
Number Twelve, Manderson, South Dakota, at annroximately 
11:00 a.m. / • . •

He then went to Wakpamni Lake District and delivered 
ballots to AMELIA YELLOW THUNDER at Wakpamni Lake at approximately 
1:00 p.m.

i

Interviewed on 3/26/74 oi Pine Ridge, South Dakota F.ie # MP 44-840

SA RONALD E. BRUGGER and
by. SA DEAN HOWARD HUGHES DHH:klk 3/29/74_________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI- H Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
j It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. X
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He then went to the Red Cloud Community District 
at approximately 1:30 p.m., Red Cloud, South Dakota, and 
delivered ballots to BURGESS RED CLOUD and BILL RED CLOUD.

—’Heathen, at approximately 2:30 p.m., delivered 
’ ballots to Calico, South Dakota, and delivered them to 

HERMAN LITTLE HAWK, Calico, South Dakota.

Then, at approximately 3:00 p.m., he went to 
the Number Four Community, Wakpamni, South Dakota,, and 
delivered ballots to IVA TOBACCO.

Then, at approximately 3:30 p.m., he went to 
Our Lady of the Sioux District, Oglala, South Dakota, and 
delivered ballots to HENRY CROW, Oglala, South Dakota.

The above districts were the only districts.-He 
delivered ballots to during this election. He did .hot bring ~ 
any voted ballots into the Election Board after the election- ’ 
as the ballots from each district were brought into the 
Pine Ridge Election ’Board by each District Judge accompanied 
by police from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).

CRAZY THUNDER then advised there was one" exception 
to the aforementioned and it was as follows:

The Red Shirt Table District is in an isolated area 
in the northern most part of the Pine Ridge Reservation reached 
only by a dirt road which was in a muddy and impassable con
dition during the time of the election and they were not able 
to bring the voted ballots in from this district immediately 
after the election on February 7, 1974. He advised the voted 
ballots were counted at this district and telephonically sent 
into the Pine Ridge Election Board.

On February 11, 1974, he and his brother-in-law, 
WALDRON ROCK, went to the Red Shirt Table District to obtain 
the voted ballots. He obtained the voted ballots from the 
Red Shirt Table District Election Judge, DORA FAST WOLF, 

"Red Shirt Table, South Dakota. These voted ballots were in 
the wooden sealed box, padlocked, with the padlock key dropped 
into the box.

* rj«r 1>J— I .. _ a ,-- „ , _ _ _ _ _ . _



CRAZY' THUNDER advised he received no specific
■training for his job as an election official but was re
quired to read the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Ordinances, 
and was required to read the Oglala Sioux Tribal Constitu
tion.

He advis- d he had no idea if any blank ballots were 
given to BENNIE ’’TOTE”' RICHARDS and did not know if RICHARDS 
turned in any ballots at the Pine Ridge Election Board.

He advised he did not take an oath of office as 
ah election official and received the following payment as 
an election official: •

$2.50 per hour plus mileage of fifteen-.cents per 
mile for. delivering ballots.

CRAZY THUNDER advised he did not wish to furnish 
a signed statement on the above information at the present 
time.

CRAZY THUNDER is described as follows:

Name ■ FRANK JOSEPH CRAZY THUNDER
Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Residence 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Occupation

Indian
/ Male

May 19, 1932
Manderson, South Dakota 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
Five feet nine inches 
170 pounds
Black
Brown
Maintenance Man, Plant and
Management Section, BIA, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
(retired from United States
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' JAMES CHARGING CROW was contacted at Pine Ridge,
South Dakota, and was advised of the identities of the con
tacting Agents and of the nature of the inquiry. CHARGING

-CROW was advised of his Constitutional rights as listed on 
form entitled Interrogation/Advice of Rights and he signed • 

' . thform and subsequently furnished the following informa—
tionx . ' .

■ In the recent Oglala Sioux Tribal election. Pine
Ridge Reservation, he served as an Election Judge for the 
Eagle Nest District, Wanblee, South Dakota* .

' He advised that the election polls for this elec
tion were located at the Wanblee Day School, Wanblee, South 
Dakota, and that the following procedures were followed in 
regard to this election* .

He had an eligible voters list for the Eagle Nest 
District which was sent to him from the Pine Ridge Election 

• Board which list listed the eligible voters in the Eagle Nest 
District. On election day, February 7? 1974, an individual 
would come in to vote- and if his name was on the eligible 
voters list, he was allowed to vote. If the individual’s 
name was not on the eligible voters list, the individual was , 
allowed to vote if he signed an affidavit stating he was an 
Indian, twenty-one years of age, and resided in the Eagle 

’ Nest District. He advised about fifty individuals signed 
affidavits at the Eagle Nest District. He advised he did not 
recall if a signature roster was utilized to keep track of 
who had voted. '

• CRAZY THUNDER indicated that the ballots were not
numbered and the following procedure was utilized to keep 
track of the ballots? '

When the ballots were delivered to the Eagle Nest 
District, there was an inventory list accompanying the ball nt 
box listing everything in the ballot box, including how many 
ballots were in this box.

•n^rviewed on__ 3/26/7.4------------ ^fenblee'. South- Dakota------ Hle # --HP- 44-849—

SA RONALD E. BRUGGER and ’ •
by-----------SA- DEAN HOWARD HUGHES---------DIEIrklk--- ------------j/29/74--------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond its contents are no) to be distributed outside your agency, x ,
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After everyone had. voted, and. the voted, ballots were 
'in the ballot box, he padlocked the ballot box and dropped the 

=^key—into the ballot box. Then, he and'two Bureau of Indian 
• Affairs (BIA) policemen, VIRGIL RANDALL. and ADOLPH BULL BEAR, 

took^the voted ballots to the Pine Ridge Election Board, Pine
■ Ridge, South Dakota, and delivered them to Election Board mem

ber, DAVE BREWER.,

He advised that the voters were not required to show 
■ any identification at the time of voting and that he knew 
personally most of the voters.

He advised no absentee ballots were issued or utilized 
in any fashion and he received no requests for absentee ballots.

He advised that SARAH THUNDER HAWK from Porcupine, 
South Dakota, was present at the polls during the election as 
a poll watcher, but he did not know which candidate she repre
sented.

He advised no person was prevented from being a poll 
watcher.

He advised the following individuals voted in the 
Eagle Nest District during the election:

1. NORMAN AMIETTE
2. THELMA GOODMAN

■ 3. DELORES WINTERS SHRADER
4. FERN LIVERMONT JORGENSON
5. MOLLY RED ELK PENNY
6. MARY GROPPER
7* ELLIS-PEARL WILLIAMS
8. WARD WILLIAMS
9. LUCILLE PACK BRANCH

10. MARGRAT JENKINS
11. PEGGY ROUPE

CRAZY THUNDER advised that some of the above listed 
individuals were on the eligible voters list, that he knew all 
of the above individuals personally, and that they all live in 
the Eagle Nest District. He advised he had no reason to think 
that the above individuals were not eligible voters.

NW 68262 •BocM:3298W86 Page W
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He advised he had one person come "to the polls who 
he did not think was an eligible voter and that this person 
j£asJTOM"TERXIEDENSON from Kadoka, South Dakota.

. ^^---^^He advised that to the best of his knowledge, no 
non—Indian people voted at the election. CHARGING CROW
is described as follows:

. Name ’"
. Race '

Sex ’
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height “ *
Weight • *

. Hair 
Eyes ■ ’

Residence
. Occupation • •

JAMES CHARGING CROW
Indian
Male •
August 16, 1927
Pine Ridge, South Dakota
Five feet ten inches 
200 pounds -
Black. .
Brown .
Wanblee, South Dakota 
Ambulance Driver, Wanblee 
South Dakota .

CHARGING CROW advised he did not wish to furnish 
a signed statement on the above information at the present 
time. ‘ '



-I- , ' - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION^

• ' ’ Dota of transcription—April X, 1974

On March 25, 1974, BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW was con- • 
tacted at,Potato Creek, South Dakota. He was advised of the 
identities of the interviewing Agents and of the nature of / 
the1 inquiry. He was advised of his Constitutional rights 
as these rights are- set-forth oh form entitled ’’Interrogation/  ̂
Advice of Rights”. He signed this form and then subsequently 
furnished the following signed statement:

I

• ■ “Potato Creek, South Dakota
-■ March 25, 1974”

■ ** ’ . *

”1, BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW, made the following 
voluntary statement to Special Agents CHARLES S. RESCHICK 
and BRUCE G. ERICKSON of the F.B.I. I have read and 
signed a Waiver of Rights form. ’

When the voter eligibility list came from Pine Ridge • 
last November (1975) my name was on it as voting judge and 
my wife CHARITY was listed as voting clerk, a job she has - '■ 
had for many years. ' •

Before the- general election, DAVE BREV/ER of the Tribal 
office brought out the eligibility list and the blank ballots. 
This was a day before -the election. Everything that was 
needed was in the box. The. election was held in the base
ment of my house.

On election day, ERMA ROOKS and HOBART ZIMIGA from 
Wanblee came over as poll watchers for MEANS. The office-- 
was open for voting at 9 a.m. but the poll watchers didn't 
come over until 1 p.m. Voting was stopped at 7 p.m. • -

Each voter was checked against the elgibility list 
by both me and my wife. We knew most of the people and 
identification was made by our knowledge of the people not 
by identification cards or drivers license. Each person 
not on the list was asked to fill out an affidavit which 
listed his name, ■ address and date- Everyone who came to 
vote was allowed to vote whether on the list or not as 
long as he filled out an affadavit-except HARLAN LONG SOLDIER

interviewed on— ---------5/25/74----------^Potato- Creek,—South Dakotafi|e *—--------- MP -44-840-----

SA BRUCE G. ERICKSON and
--------------------SA- CHARLES- S,-RESCHICK---- CSSUkAk^ hefted-------3/29/74-------- :______

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
{t and Hs contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. ’ \
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who I knew to be only 17 years old. HARLAN tried to 
tell me he was 21 years old. The poll watchers were 
not,at the office when this happened.

^,The poll watchers checked each person against the

After the election the poll-watchers, and I and my • 
wife counted the votes. I believe there were 87 votes.

DICK WILSON did not have any poll watchers at the 
election office.

There were no absentee ballots asked for, and no 
absentee ballots were given out.

No absentee ballots were sent to me through the 
mails or given to me.

The poll watchers called from my home at about
10 p.m. to MARK LANE for a ride to Wanblee. About 5 a.m. 
the next morning, some one came and picked them up. I 
was trying to sleep and did not see who it was.

There were about a hundred or a little more names 
on the elgibility list of qualified voters.”

/ ”/s/ BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW

’’Witness BRUCE G. ERICKSON, Special Agent, FBI”

"Witness CHARLES S. RESCHICK, Special Agent, FBI” ■

The following description of BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW 
was obtained through observation and interview and set forth as 
follows:

Race
Sex
Date of birth
Place of birth
Height
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes

Indian
Male
February 10, 1935
Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 
Six feet 
195 pounds
Black
Brown



*2'*.
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^.Scars and marks

1 ^^_Address

Wife 
Employment

Numerous tattoos both 
forearms
New Housing, Number 382
Potato Creek, South Dakota 
CHARITY nee JIAS NO HORSE 
Unemployed
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‘ On March 25, 1974, CHARITY SHOT WITH ARROW was con
tacted at Potato Creek, South Dakota.. She was advised of the . 
identities of the interviewing Agents and of the nature of the 
inquiry. She was advised of her Constitutional rights as these 
..rights are set forth on form entitled "Interrogation/Advice of 
Rights”. She signed this form and then subsequently furnished 
the'following signed statement: . , .. . . ■ ■ \:

. ■ . • "Potato Creek, South Dakota
. ' ' ' ' March 25, 1974" •

"I, CHARITY SHOT WITH ARROW, make the following ■ 
voluntary statement to Special Agents CHARLES S. RESCHICK 
and BRUCE G. ERICKSON of the FBI. I have read and signed,.^ 
a Waiver of Rights. . • . • ' ■

I have been the clerk for the election board for the 
last four elections at Potato Creek. My husband, BERNARD, 
was the election judge the past election. .

- ‘ DAVE BREWER brought out the election box, which was . 
locked. An envelope that came with the. box contained the 
following: • . . . . .

4 ball point pens ... • ; ■ ;
Keys for the lock . . ■ / : -
Registration sheet : / ’ ’ ■ i
Voucher papers for myself and my husband : “X
One tribal ordinance on'voting procedures • .
Public stamp - official ballot " ■
Ballots and sample ballots .• ‘ : •
affidavits ' ' . ’ ' . '

The- envelope was addressed to BERNARD as Judge and • 
myself as clerk.

Two RUSSELL MEANS poll watchers, ERMA ROOKS and HOBART 
ZIMIGA from Wanblee came over about 1 p.m. on election day. 
About 45 people voted in the morning before the poll watchers 
came. .

Interviewed on 3/25/74 nt Potato Creek, South Dakotas # MP 44-840

• SA BRUCE G. ERICKSON and ’ ’ . • • b
by_______________________SA CHARLES S. RESCHICK CSR:klk..Date Stated______3/29/74_______________ ________

Ibis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
■ it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ’'X .
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All people who wanted to vote were checked against the 
registration list which they signed before they voted.. 
People who were not on the list, who wanted to vote, 

1 filled out affidavits which listed their names, addresses, 
^-and' dates. They were signed by them, and by the judge

who also stamped the affadavit and then they were registered 
by me. The stamp was ’’official ballot”.

There were no poll watchers for DICK WILSON,
•

There were no absentee votes either asked for or 
sent in.

All the people that voted were known by me personally.
No identification was asked for. -:-

n/s/ CHARITY SHOT WITH ARROW”

"Witness BRUCE G. ERICKSON, Special Agent, FBI”

"Witness CHARLES S. RESCHICK, Special Agent, FBI” - -

CHARITY SHOT WITH ARROW nee HAS NO HORSE is described 
as observed during interview and descriptive data obtained 
during interview:

Race 
Sex 
Date of birth 

. , Place of birth
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 
Eyes 
Address

J_________Husband

' -30^

______ ;..........................

Indian ;; - *
Female
February 16, 1937
Pine Ridge, South Dakota-
Five feet six inches 
135 pounds • • * •
Stocky
Black
Brown
Potato Creek, House Number 
382, Potato Creek, South 
Dakota
BERNARD SHOT WITH ARROW

21^.1.-L " V-,.’"1'}"ITT'1 T when’S®???
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■ . ■ • * _ ’ ' . ' . Dote of transcription March 17, 1974

-AGNES BLACK ELK nee HOLLOW HORN, who was located at her .
residence in Manderson, South Dakota, was advised of the official ■■
identities of FREDERICK COWARD, JR. and JAMES W. DICK as Special ■ . '
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that they wanted • .
to interview her concerning possible violations of Federal laws ■ • 
during the 1974 Oglala Sioux Tribal Elections on the Pine Ridge . .
Indian Reservation. Special Agent DICK then advised BLACK ELK of • .
her Constitutional Rights as they appear on Form FD-395. After ’
reading the form BLACK ELK agreed to be interviewed by the Agents •
and waived her--rights by signing the form FD-395. She then furnished, 
the following information: . ’ • . . • ■

• ... ' During the primary election and general election of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe in 1974, she was the election judge of District 9, ’ .
Manderson, South Dakota. During both elections, she was at the poll, 
which was located in the St. Agnes Hall, a Catholic Meeting House in 
Manderson, South Dakota, from the time the poll opened at 9:00 a.m. . 
until the poll closed at 7:00 p.m. At no time during these hours -did ■ ■ 
she ever leave the poll. - • . . - '

When people came to the poll to vote, at both the primary 
and general elections, they would give their name and BLACK ELK would • 
check the name against a list of tribal members of the Manderson " I-- 
District elligible to vote. This list was provided by the Bureau of .
Indian Affairs Census Office. If that persons name appeared on the 
list, he or she would then place their signature, address and date on 
another sheetoof paper. When this procedure was completed, BLACK ELK ’ 
would stamp the ballot with a rubber stamp with the words “official .
ballot" and give the ballot to the voter. The signature was not com
pared with any signature list to determine elligibility. .

If the person’s name did not appear on the census list, and 
that person was. a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe and had resided in 
the Manderson District for a period of at least one year, BLACK ELK . 
would furnish the individual an affidavit setting forth-that informa
tion. After the person signed that affidavit, it would be returned to 
BLACK ELK and the individual would also sign the signature list and •
be furnished a ballot as described above. . •

No persons were requested by BLACK. ELK to show any identifies- ’ 
tion to verify their identity. BLACK ELK advised that she has lived in 
M^nrlprson for ypAT.^ anrl knnxj<; pypry^o^y thgrg. ________________________ __ ____________

Interviewed on 3/25/74 at Manderson, South Dakota File # MP AA-R&n

SA FREDERICK COWARD, JR. and ' ■ ’
by sa W4 DICK_____________ ■ JWD/ami______ Dot^dtctated 3/27/74

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions1 of the is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It and its contents ore not to be distributed outside youc agency \
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The ballots were hot numbered and there is no way, to ■ 
BLACK ELK’s knowledge, that a determination could be made that a 
specific ballot came from the Manderson District. When the poll 
closed, BLACK ELK was driven by Bureau of Indian Affairs Police 
Officer WAYNE ROMERO to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, where the ballot 
box was turned over to the election board. The ballot box for 
District 10, which was for the voting area north of Manderson, 
South Dakota, was also taken to Pine Ridge by BLACK.ELK. District 
10 poll was located in the same hall as District 9. After leaving 
Manderson, ROMERO and BLACK ELK went to Rockyford, South Dakota, 
where they picked up the ballot box thereotolaiso'/take to Pine 
Ridge. Enroute to Pine Ridge in Wounded Knee, South Dakota, they 
picked up BILL LESSERT with the ballot box for the Wounded Knee 
District. When they arrived at Pine Ridge, South Dakota, the 
ballot boxes were turned, over to MOSES TWO BULLS, who gave them 
their release papers. BLACK ELK advised that the release paper 
was only a small slip of paper stating that they were released 
from their duty as election officials. BLACK ELK did not have 
the release paper at the time of .this interview and stated that 
she did not believe it could be located. There is no way to 
account for specific ballots.

At District 9, there were no absentee ballots given to 
any voters and no requests were made for absentee ballots. No 
absentee ballots were received at that poll. There were three 
people who attempted to vote at the poll but advised they lived 
in Rapid City, South Dakota, and due to this, BLACK ELK refused 
to furnish them a ballot and they left. » .

The poll watchers present at District 9 were MYRTLE 
JOHNSON and BERNICE WHITE HAWK, both of Manderson, South Dakota. 
Both of these individuals were representing RUSSELL MEANS as 
poll watchers. No individuals, to BLACK ELK’s knowledge., were 
prevented from being a poll watcher.

MARVIN MASTERS,voted in the general election, SANDRA 
LOOKS TWICE voted in the primary and general elections, BARBARA 
SWALLOW and her husband, HERB SWALLOW, both voted in the general 
election. BLACK ELK had no reason to believe that these indivi
duals did not reside on the reservation for one year prior to 
the election. She added that MASTERS, LOOKS TWICE, and HERB SWALLOW 
were on the census list but BARBARA SWALLOW was not on the census 
list and she submitted a signed affidavit. BLACK ELK had no knowledge 
as to whether or not RICHARD WILSON or MYRON ROCK were election 
officials for the primary and general elections. MYRON ROGK, the day

NW 68262- Docld:32989686 ,-Rage. 19S,
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before the general elections, did deliver the ballot box and voting 
materials to LAWRENCE HOLLOW HORN, who is BLACK ELK’s brother.
HOLLOW HORN has been the election judge in previous years and 
according to what he told BLACK ELK, ROCK did not know that BLACK 
ELK was to be the election judge for 1974. HOLLOW HORN took the - 
ballot box to the poll at Manderson, South Dakota, on the morning 
of the election. MYRON ROCK and RICHARD WILSON were not present 
at the poll during the election nor did they have anything to do 
with the transportation of the ballot boxes or ballots from the 
poll to Pine Ridge, South Dakota. BLACK ELK had no knowledge of 
whether either of these individuals were involved in the counting . 
of the ballots. . . ■ .

According to the instructions received by BLACK ELK, • 
there were 200 ballots delivered to District 9. During the day, 
BLACK ELK gave ten ballots- to District 10 because there were not 
enough ballots provided to that district. To BLACK ELK’s recol- ■ 
lection, approximately 148 or 149 persons voted at District 9 that 
day, so she should have had approximately 40 blank ballots left at 
the end of the day. She did not have time to count the blank ballots 
after the poll closed, prior to going to Pine Ridge but it appeared 
the stack which was left may have been in excess of 100 blank ballots.

BLACK ELK advised that she did not wish to furnish a signed 
statement at this time. . ' .

-33^
/



4 •. ( - RUDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION W . ' • ’
—Al ’* • .*•—-* r - * i

■ ‘ . 'Ji .;■ _; . • . . ‘ ? . U ..

. I . - . , , . ' . . ' . : Dale ofjtranscription.■ March 29,-1974
V- ■ : p: • ■ • ■ ■ • ■ . •
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X?- ' EDISON G, WARD -was contacted at his residence. House 288,
iM Sun Rise Lakota Hemes, Martin, South Dakota, and advised of the official 
■: \ identity of the interviewing Agents* WARD was also furnished a copy of 
yA ■ “Interrogation; Advice „Q&-R.ights“ form, which he read«and which was read 
t’ • tohim. WARD then signed this for® and furnished the following information:

fj. • At the time of the primary election, in. January of 1974, he,
as the Chief Election Official of the LaCreek Precinct ,■ was supposed to

C- have been furnished a voter registration list, however^ this list had not 
; j been delivered to him by the time the primary was to be conducted* As 
ri . far as the general tribal election, held on February 7, 1974, a voter re- 

gistration list was sent but it was outdated (some of the people on the
1 ■! list were deceased). WARD also stated that he had no real guidelines to 
=/ ■ : go by. WARD also advised that when the votes were tabulated, both JOE •

1 . POURIER, and "POKER JOE” MERRIVAL were present and also counted the votes.

/. ' - WARD advised that he maintained a notebook at the polling place
' ■ ” and each voter signed his or her name before they received a ballot* This 
; notebook was placed in the ballot box after the election and was sentato 
j" Pine Ridge,. South Dakota* . He said that each ballot he^ssued was stamped ‘
. ; on the back “official ballot" by him/'‘'date or numbg^ appeared on the ■ " .
7‘ ' ballot. He stated that he knew each voter personally with the exception : - j '
-w of about three or four and he required these persons to sign an affidavit' ■ -

. . ■ which was also placed in the ballot box. ::.

WARD further advised that he had no absentee ballots issued in 
his urecinct*

WARD stated that he does- not know whether FRANK BETTLEYOUN
.: voted in his precinct. He knows the BETTLEYOUN family but is not sure

of which one is FRANK. He advised that he had no reason to know that 
FRANK BETTLEYOUN might be under 21 years of age* He said that no proce- 

: • - cures were followed to insure that persons requesting ballots from him
, were over the minimum age requiramentJiecause he hasf-^good idea of evexy- 
: one's age since he has lived in the area all his life* : t

WARD then stated that the following individuals did vote in
;; ' his precinct and that they are residents of the Pine Ridge Reservation:

■■ MARY GRAHAM BURRITT ’ “
-------------------------FRANCIS■GRAHAM--------------------------------------- -------- :-----------------------------------------

,.nl.erviewed °n------3/2&-/74------ ----------ot—-Martin; South Dakota------------ Fi!e *------- 44-860- -

SA FREDERICK COWARD, JR. and ■ ’ "
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’ . ' ’ ' JOHN "JACK” CUMMINGS ' . • ■ ' ' ’

' ■ He then said that ELSIE FLOOD is known by him to be enrolled
at the Rosebud Reservation but lives on the Pine Ridge Reservation. He 
stated that ELSIE is mentally retarded and for this reason, he allowed 
her'to fill out a ballot in order to avoid ”a possible problem." He 
stated^ however, that once she had filled out the ballot, he himself 
marked her ballot "illegal ballot, nonmember” and wrapped a piece of

• paper around it with a rubber band and put this in the ballot box. He 
said he did this in order to flag the election officials in Pine Ridge 
to an illegaljballot. . .., r

WARD stated that on the day of the general election, he sent 
BENNIE "TOTE" RICHARDS and some other guy (name unrecalled) with blank 
ballots for one person who he knew to be in the hospital and four or 
five blank ballots for persons in the Sun Rise Lakota Homes Project, all 
of whom WARD knew personally and knew that they could not.leave their . 
homes to vote. • . _

WARD advised that he did not desire to furnish a written 
statement regarding the aforementioned information at this time.



. ‘ '.^FEDERAL bureau of investigatio

* ’ Date of tran^criptina MaUCh 28 , 197A-
7 ■ ■■ ; z ■ ? /

SETH GODFREY' RUFF, Allen, South Dakota, prior to interview 
was advised of the identities of Special Agents RONALD R. GROVE and ‘ 
DONAT .D G. WILEY of the ‘Federal Bureau of Investigation by the display / ’ 
of their official credentials. RUFF was provided with an Interrogation/ 
Advice of ’Rights form which he advised he could not read well. The 
Advice of Rights form was read to him by Special Agent DONALD G. WILEY. 
RUFF advised that although he understood his rights he at this time •' 
did not want to sign the Waiver of Rights form but would answer questions 
voluntarily. RUFF was advised the nature of the interview pertained to 
the recent Pine Ridge Indian Tribal election which was held in the Pass 
Creek District, Allen, South Dakota. RUFF stated that he would answer 
questions concerning the recent election held in Allen, South Dakota.

RUFF advised that he was born April 2, 1917, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation where he has lived all his life. For the 
past fifteen years he has’ resided in Pass Creek District, Allen, South 
Dakota. RUFF stated that he has served as an Election Judge for the 
past three Tribal elections, including the past election held on 
February 7, 1974. He stated that all of his positions of Election 
Judge were in the Pass Creek District, Allen, South Dakota. He advised 
that the Election Clerk in the recent election who served with him was 
VERNIE TALLMAN, Allen, -South Dakota. .

RUFF explained that the procedures used to process voters 
during the election and to insure that only those eligible were allowed 
to vote are as follows’ DAVE BREWER., Board of Elections, Pine Ridge 
Tribal Council, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, on the morning of the elec
tion delivered the ballot box to RUFF at the polling place which was the 
Allen Day School, Allen, South Dakota. BREWER handed the ballot box to 
RUFF, which box was locked with a padlock and contained a sealed envelope 
attached across the top of the ballot box.

* .RUFF continued that he removed the envelope from bn top of 
the ballot box, opened the envelope which contained the key for the 
ballot box. In the presence of the clerk, VERNIE TALLMAN, they un
locked the ballot box and found in the ballot box the voting ballots, 
residency affidavits, the official ballot stamp, pencils, a list of 
names of the eligible voters and a slip of paper stating what the con
tents of the ballot box were. He advised that he checked all these 
items and found them to be in order.

I",er''l9wed °n-------3/26/74----------- ^-AHeny-South-Dakota-------J®-44=s40------------
SA RONALD R. GROVE and

b*---------- SA-DONALD-G-. WILEY------------ DGW^klk------- Doudwted-------3/27/74------------------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned Io your agency;
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RUFF advised that as a person came into the voting room, he 
asked them to sign their name on the pad of paper provided by the Board, 
he then checked this name against the list of eligible voters^ If the 
names checked okay, he then took a blank ballot, stamped it with the 
official ballot stamp and then handed the ballot to the voter. The 
voter would then go into the voting booth, close the curtain, and 
mark their ballot. Upon completion of voting, the voter would fold 
the ballot, exit the voting booth, and drop the folded ballot into 
the ballot box which was placed on the table in front of the Election 
Judge. . ' ’ ’

■ - RUFF advised that the ballots were not numbered in any 
order and he did not place any number on them. The only thing he • 
affixed to the ballot was the stamp ’’official ballot.” RUFF stated 
that the procedure used to account for all the ballots is as follows: 
The Board of Election Tribal Office, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, sent 
out in the padlocked ballot box a designated number of blank ballots. 
The total of these ballots was written on the sheet of paper setting fort, 
the contents of the locked ballot box. RUFF, prior to the voting 
counted these blank ballots and determined that the correct number 
were sent. Then, after the voting place was closed, the total of 
marked ballots were counted and the remaining unmarked ballots were 
counted. The total of these two counts were added and checked with 
the total of ballots shut out by the Board of Election. RUFF stated 
that there were no errors in his ballot counts and his District ac
counted for all the ballots sent by the Board of Election.

‘ I

RUFF advised that no form of identification is required of 
the voter when they appear at the voting place. RUFF stated that 
VERNIE TALLMAN and he, being long time residents of the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation and the Pass Creek voting district, know all the 
residents and eligible voters and if they are of legal voting age. 
He advised that at no time was the identification question of the 
voters questioned except in one incident. This person is the hus
band of JOY MARSHAL’S daughter and resides in the housing project 
of Allen, South Dakota. This male was not allowed to vote as he 
is a white man and is not known to the clerk, VERNIE TALLMAN, or 
RUFF and is not a member of the Oglala Sioux Indian Tribe. This 
man stated that he was Indian; however, when it was explained to 
him that he would have to prepare affidavits prior to voting, this 
man made no further issue of the matter and did not vote. RUFF 
stated, however, that his wife did vote as she is eligible to 
vote. RUFF described this man as about thirty-five years of age, 
short hair, mustache, about five feet nine inches tali, and weighs.• 
150 pounds, light complexion, wore blue jeans and a sport shirt.
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RUFF advised there were no requests for absentee ballots 
and, in fact, there were no- absentee ballots in his district during 
this most recent election. He stated he received no absentee ballots 
of any sort. He advised that in view of the fact they received no 
absentee ballots, there were no procedures in distinguishing absentee 
ballots from the other ballots. Therefore, there was no separate 
ballot boxes for voting and all ballots were placed in only one 
ballot box, the box provided' by the Election Board.

RUFF advised that the procedure of collecting absentee 
ballots did not exist in his district this election as there were 
no absentee ballots.

RUFF advised that at the completion of the election and the 
count of the ballots, all the voting material is placed into the ballot 
box along with the key to the padlock. The box is then closed, pad
locked, and picked up by the police. RUFF stated that he received a 
telephone call from DAVE BREWER who advised him that if the police 
car did not arrive to pick up the ballot box on Election night he was 
to bring it in to his, BREWER’S, office the next morning. RUFF ad
vised that after the counting of the ballots, the recording of same 
and the calling in of the results of the voting, he secured the box 
and awaited the arrival of the police car. When the police car did 
not arrive, he took the ballot box to his residence and then delivered 
the box to DAVE BREWER’S office the next morning.

RUFF stated that in those instances where a voter’s name 
did not appear on the eligible voters list and they were allowed to 
vote after they prepared a Residency Affidavit. This is a printed ■ 
form which the person fills out attesting in front of the Election 
Judge and the Election Clerk that they are a resident of the voting 
district for one year, their residence, and that they are of the 
legal voting age, which, according to RUFF, is twenty-one years of 
age. RUFF stated that these affidavits are placed in the ballot box 
at the completion of the election and returned to the Board of Election 
Office. He stated that it is then the responsibility of the Board of 
Election to see that the name on the affidavit is then added to the 
eligible voters list for the next election.

RUFF advised that he has no knowledge of any official or 
unofficial poll watcher at his polling place. RUFF advised that at 
about 8:30 in the morning of election day a young male Indian came 
into the polling place and remained in the corner all day long. This 
man was about thirty years old, six feet tall, slim build, dressed 
well. RUFF stated this man made no comments about the election pro
cedures, made no challenges and after the counting of the ballots 
were complete and the ballot box locked, this man left the polling 
area. RUFF stated he did not know this man and later learned his 
name was IRON CLOUD; however, his first name was unknown to him. 
RUFF advised that no person was prevented from being a poll watcher

NW 68262 Doclcl:32989686 Paqe 205 .....y . .•
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by either VERNIE TALLMAN or himself and, in fact, they did not have 
any poll watchers unless the male Indian, IRON CLOUD, who remained 
inside the polling place all day was a poll watcher. .

1 RUFF, stated he is not acquainted with an ALVIN IRON CLOUD 
and that such a person did not vote in his district. RUFF stated 
that he cannot state if ALVIN IRON CLOUD is in fact the same IRON 
CLOUD that sat in the polling place all day. - ■

RUFF concluded that last Wednesday, March 20, 1974, a 
young man came to him and asked almost the identical questions as 
have the interviewing Agents-; ■ ’

RUFF stated this man was a young Indian male, about thirty 
years of age, five feet nine inches tall, 140-150 pounds, slender * 
build, dark complexion. RUFF"'stated that he was driving a car with 
a Pennington County, South Dakota-, (2 - balance unknown) license 
-plate. This man told RUFF the White House had sent him to the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation to ask these questions about the 
recent election. The only questions that RUFF could recall this 
young man asking were the number of ballots sent out and if it 
was a fair election. RUFF stated he has never seen this man before.

■NW 68262 QocM:3a8M86 Page 206 ~ v . *
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Oate of Ironscriolion March 2ft » 197 A

£

. ~ ‘ —• - . .; • ■• .. • . s s i ■
? \ VIENNA TOO TOO was contacted .at the Pine Ridge. Utility^
Office. The identity of the interviewing Agents was made known 
and TOO TOO was told she was being interviewed cojn^ring alleged - 
Civil Rights violations consnitted 'By^the Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Election Board during the February 7, 1974, Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Election at the Pine Ridge Reservation.. . TWO TOO was* furnished an 
Advice of Rights form which she reacT'ahd which ’was ‘explained to

4 her, $ I U

* » 5 K. S

TWO TOO related' she had the right to remain silent and 
advised she did not want to discuss this matter' with interviewing. 
Agents.' The interview was immediafe^lytj&eminated^*** ■ . ■ . ;
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.Interviewed on. 3/26/74 ol—Pine Ridga, South Dakota file #----- MP-AA^O

y i; SA JOHN E.' Mq CARTY and 
’• =bX---- : SA J. GARY-ADAMS------------

-40-i ■ '• •
£A/amj- . /-Oota dictated. 37W74
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& Dale of tronscriplion March 28, 1974

■ ■ ’ ' HOBART LEE was apprised of the identity of the interviewing 
Agents and was told he was being interviewed concerning alleged Civil 
Rights violations which had been committed by the Oglala Sioux Tribal • 
Election Board during the February 7, 1974, Oglala Sioux Tribal Elec
tion at the Pine Ridge Reservation. LEE was furnished an Advice of . 
Rights form which ha read, stated he understood and voluntarily signed. 
LEE advised he preferred to furnish an oral statement for this inter
view. / . ' • ■ • : • : ■ )

. . ■ ■ • ' -i]-
. LEE advised that he was a clerk for the Pine Ridge Precinct 

during thet- Oglala Sioux Tribal Election on February^/. 1974.

LEE advised that a book of eligible voters was furnished to 
; the precinct by the Election Board and. this included a list of eligi
ble voters in that precinct. When an individual attempted to vote, his 
name was checked against the list of eligible voters and if it appeared 

‘ thereon, this individual signed a register sheet which included a 
chronological listing of numbers. The numbered signatures on this

; sheet corresponded with the number of ballots used for voting. The 
: individuals- voting in this precinct were hot required to show any type . - 
. of identification, ■ however, most of the voters were known by. either ' 
the judge or the three clerks. LEE xelatsd the b.al^ts were not numbered.

i? •3 LEE understood there were not supposed to be any absentee 
. ballots and did not have absentee ballots at this precinct on February 7, 

1974. No one asked LEE for an absentee ballot on the election day.

XEE was not aware of any absentee ballots received at the 
Pine Ridge Precinct on February 7, 1974. । •

; 1: • LEE advised that he was not aware of any absentee ballots, 
therefore,, could not relate what procedures would have been used to 
distinguish the absentee ballots fronuather bal-bobs^*

at the
*• LEE advised he was not aware of any absentee ballots collected 
Pine Ridge Precinct.

on the
If an individual wanted to vote and his name did not appear 

list of eligible voters, this individual signed a preprinted
affidavit which was furnished by the Election Board. After signing the 
affidavit-, ■ the—individual then signed-the register- sheet-and -was furnished

. Interviewed on_ —3/26/74 .al.
-Klay, Nebraska Up

■ SA JOHN E. MC CARTY and
■by------- SA J; GARY ADAMS------------ jGA/aJe^i-VDo,eciic,o,ed

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, ft fs the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and Us contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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. a ballot. The affidavit was explained to the voter and the penalty 
for voting violations which the affidavit contained was also explained. 
The voter was instructed that he was not to vote in another precinct, 
which was in violation of election laws, if he had voted in the Pine 
Ridge Precinct after signing the affidavit. .

LEE stated there were several people standing around but he 
did not know who were official and unofficial poll watchers. There 
were about a dozen people who arrived after the polls closed and some 
of these individuals kept their own tally as the y,otes were counted. 
No one was prevented from being a pbTf watcher. " ’

■ LEE advised he knows JAMES RED WINGcand MENDAT SALWAY. LEE 
did not see RED WING vote or attempt to vote and he related he was not

• ■ sure if RED WING is an eligible voter.- ■

SALWAY did not vote because DAVE BREWER had told her she was 
not eligible because she does not live on the reservation.
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' HENRY CROW,\JR. was contacted at the Oglala Store and was
rS7;‘ apprised of the identity of the interviewing Agents. CROW was told 

he.was being interviewed concerning alleged Civil Rights violations 
1^5, which had been committed by the Oglala Sioux Tribal .Election Board 
v'j ;.i during the February 7, 1974, Oglala Sioux Tribal Election on the Pine
J.,.: Ridge Reservation, CROW was furnished an’ Advice of Rights form which

was read to him by Special Agent ADAMS. _• CROW.advised he understood 
. . ■ • his Constitutional Rights and voluntarily signed the Advide of Rights

iota* waiving his rights. -‘•■"’‘ft?. .

l.Jd > ■ CROW advised that he was 74 years old and. preferred to
• T?-' make an oral statement on this matter. CROW advised he was judge of 

fche Our'Lady of the Sioux Precinct for the Oglala Sioux Tribal Elec- 
... - tion on February 7, 1974. ' | _ - ’ ;;

‘ ' ■ * *
. CROW advised that he was furnished a list of eligible voters

rpi :from the Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Board. When an individual attempted
’ ’ ■ to vote in this precinct, his name was checked against the list of

■ eligible voters and as it appeared "thereon, the individual signed another
i ■ ■;. sheet T'jhich was numbered and was used to keep track of the number of •

ballots used. CROW advised he has been a judge in this precinct for 
nine* years and is a long time resident of the Oglala Community and knows 

Vv; practically all of the voters in this precinct. After the voter signed 
the numbered sheet, he was issued a ballot on which he cast his vote.

’{2^ The ballot was then placed in the ballot box. No one was requested to 
;-jH show any type of identification to verify their identity. ■

CROW advised that he also filled out a sheet reflecting the 
.H.;.; number of votes used and the number of unused votes. This sheet, the 
I2< registration sheets of eligible voters, and the signature sheet were
j. ij all turned over to the Oglala Sioux Election Board with, the ballots.

v; , CROW advised there were no absentee ballots given to voters .
? ] 2 ■ . at his precinct on the election day. CROW was not aware of any requests 
; p- ■ for absentee ballots at this precinct.

CROW advised he was not aware of any absentee ballots received 
at this precinct on election day. CROWKadvised-he-’did not see any/absentee 

1: . ballots at this precinct, therefore,; icotild ndbiadvisfe of a procedure used 
to distinguish absentee ballots from other ballots.’ .

;. Wervisved on---------- -----------------------------------------------gt Oglala-,■ South Dakota----------------- File 44-840------------a
5U SA FREDERICK COWARD, JR. and
\ ./h------- 8A~J7—GARY"ADAMS---------------------------- JGA/amj----------DQ,e did°'ed----------3/28/74-------------

( ; • • - ■
: Thh document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

H end Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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CROW advised no absentee ballots were collected, therefore, 
had no procedure for insuring the security of these ballots.

If an individual’s name did not appear on the list of 
eligible voters, this individual was required to sign a preprinted 
affidavit which was supplied by the election board. This affidavit 
set out that the voter could not vote elsewhere in this election 
if he voted in the precinct where the affidavit was signed. The- 
affidavit alsa> set forth the penalty for voting violations. After 
the individuals signed.the affidavit, he was requested to sign the 
registration sheet. After this individual’s name was added to the 
list of eligible-voters, he was issued a ballot for voting.

CROW related he only knew of one individual to
sign an affidavit and he was a construction worker from another 
precinct.

Mrs. JAMES LONE ELK, Oglala, South Dakota, and^RUSSELL LOUD 
HAWK, Oglala, South Dakota,'were the official poll watchers in this 
precinct. CROW advisedhhe did not know which candidate LONE ELK and. 
LOUD HAWK supported. LONE ELK and LOUD HAWK did not indicate to him 
which candidate they supported. CROW advised he knew of no unofficial 
poll watchers at this precinct: No one was preirenteebcfrom being a poll 
watcher. ,

RICHARD T. LITTLE’s name appeared on the list of eligible 
voters, CROW advised that LITTLE is known personally to him and that 
he (CROW) instructed LITTLE that he could only vote for Tribal Presi
dent and Vice-President anc^not for Representative because LITTLE 
was running as a Representative from this ptecinct. LITTLE was fur
nished a ballot after the aforementioned procedures and CROW advised 
he did not know if LITTLE had voted as CROW had instructed or not.- After 
LITTLE completed his ballot,.<in privacy, the ballot was*'placed in the 
ballot box.

Docld:3a8968rP'aqe 21X ...
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Dota of transcription April 1, 197^1

JOSEPH FRANCIS WO CROW was contacted at Kyle, Souths.
. Dakota, advised of the identities of the contacting Agents, 

advised of the nature of the inquiry, and subsequently furnished'
‘ the following signed statement: r//

. ’’Kyle, South Dakota 
> 3/27/74"

•4

"I, JOSEPH FRANCIS TWO CROW, an Indian male, born 
July 11, 1916, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, hereby furnish •• 

■ the following signed statement to DEAN HOWARD HUGHES and . 
RONALD E. BRUGGER, who have identified themselves to me / 
as Special Agents for the Federal Bureau of Investigation

i

I have been advised of my Constitutional rights as - 
these rights are listed on form entitled "Interrogation; 
Advice of Rights" and have signed this form. No threats 
or promises have been made to me regarding this statement.

I reside at Kyle, South Dakota, and have done so for 
fifty-eight years.’.

On 2/7/74, T served as a judge at the Oglala Sioux 
. Tribal election between RUSSELL MEANS and RICHARD WILSON.

The election polls at Kyle, South Dakota, were in 
the Kyle Community Building. During the course of this 
election, I was at the Kyle polls the entire time, and 
did not observe anything to happen which would be against 
the election-code of the Oglala Sioux Tribe.

The procedures used at the Kyle polls to process voters 
during the election and to insure that only those eligible 
were allowed, to’ vote were as follows: An individual signs 
a signature roster, if the individual’s name is on the • 
eligible voters list, he is allowed to vote. If the • • 
individual’s name is not on the eligible voters list, he. 
is asked by the election judge if he is 21 years of age,’ 
if he is an Indian, and if he has been a resident of this 
precinct for one year. If the person answers yes to these

---------ot Kyle, South Dakota------------File# MP" 44-840

SA RONALD E. BRUGGER and
SA BEAN-HOWARD -HUGHES-------K5hkl8?,^d'c,Q,ed---------3/29/74-----

Ibis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions* of the FBIS U is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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questions, he is allowed to vote providing the individual 
signs an affidavit. The individual is handed a ballot • 
which I have stamped "official ballot".

The voters were not required to show identification 
as I know the voters personally. .

- No absentee ballots were utilized in any fashion.

. I served as a poll watcher and don’t recall either 
candidate having a poll watcher at the election. No one 

-was prevented from being a poll watcher.

No one asked to have their name added to the eligible 
voters list." ■ - ’

■ "I have read the above statement consisting of 1 
pages and now sign it because it is a true statement to 
the best of my knowledge."

"/s/ JOSEPH FRANCIS TWO CROW"

"Witness DEAN HOWARD HUGHES, Special Agent, FBI, 
Rapid City, South Dakota, 3/27/74"

"Witness RONALD E. BRUGGER, Special Agent, FBI, 
Rapid City, South Dakota,

TWO CROW is described as follows

Name ■
Race * ’
Sex ” 1
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height ■ ■ 
Weight ■ 
Hair 
Eyes 
Residence 
Employment

JOSEPH FRANCIS WO CROW
Indian • • •'
Male ■ ’ '• '
July 11, 1916 - -
Pine Ridge, South Dakotar- 
Five feet eleven inches 
160 pounds ;
Black -
Brown (wears glasses) 
Kyle, South Dakota 
Parent-Child Center 
Kyle, South Dakota

-46-) 
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. ■ - Date of transcriplion_MaECh_^9 ,974

. . ■ • ■■ "D ■ ■;. ■ / /-
. ■ DORA FAST WOLF was contacted at Red Shirt Table, /
South Dakota, advised of the identities of the contacting ; /
Agents, advised of the nature of the inquiry, advised of • / .
her Constitutional rights as listed on form entitled Inter- 
rogation/Advice of Rights, and subsequently furnished the 
following information: ■ ■

She served as an Election Judge for the Red'Shirt 
Table District during the election, February 7, 1974, between 
RUSSELL MEANS and RICHARD WILSON for Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Chairman. She has lived at Red Shirt Table all her life and 
knows most of the individuals who reside there. The election 
polls.for this election were at the Community Hall, Red Shirt 
Table, and the following procedures were utilized to process . 
voters: - '

' . A voter came to the polls and if they were on the 
eligible voters list,' they were allowed to vote. If they 
were not on the eligible voters list, they were allowed to 
vote providing they -signed an affidavit stating that they 
are an Indian, twenty-one years of age, and a resident of 
Red Shirt Table District. , ‘ ’

She advised that some individuals were -working at 
the Red Shirt Table ..District; therefore, they voted at this 
district by affidavit because to go to the district where they 
normally reside on the Pine Ridge Reservation would have caused 
them a lot of inconvenience. *

She advised a signature roster was utilized at the ‘ 
Red Shirt Table District and that voters had to sign this 
roster prior to voting. Y

The ballots were not numbered but they were in a 
ballot box which had an inventory sheet listing how many 
ballots were in that ballot box.

Voters were not required to show identification to • 
vote. . ’

Interviewed On—3/27/7/i--------------Red-Shirt Village y-S^-D-.-F«° $ MP 44-840-----------

SA RONALD E. BRUGGER and •
---------- SA ■ DEAN-HOWARD-HUGHES-----------DHHxklk-------- Dole dictated-----------5/29/74-------------------
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■_ She advised that; no absentee ballots were used in
any fashion at the Red Shirt Table District during the elec
tion. She advised she did not recall if any poll watchers 
were at the polls during the election. .

She advised that the eligible voters list at the 
election was different from the eligible voters list at the 
primary election but she did not recall what this difference 
was. ' '

Name ' ’
Race

Date of birth 
Place of Birth .

Residence '

. She advised thatx during the election, the number
. of. eligible voters on the eligible voters, list was fifty-one 

and the number of ballots counted was forty-four.

She advised she did not desire to furnish a signed 
statement about the above information at the present time.

FAST WOLF is described as follows: ■ . ■ '

DORA FAST WOLF '
Indian
Female
1905 (month and day unknown) 
Pine Ridge Reservation, 
South Dakota
Red Shirt Village,
Pine Ridge Reservation, . 
South Dakota
Five feet four inches
130 pounds • •
Black .
Brown • • ■
Unemployed

Height 
Weight' 
Hair
Eyes 
Employment

5

I l
i

I
I
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' ■ ■ Data of transcription ?4arch .27,, 1974

. FRANK BETTELYOUN,'JR. was located at his residence, House 
Number 228, Wanblee Housing, Wanblee, South Dakota, where he furnished 
the following signed statement: ’

* .. ,N. ' ■ ■’ ■ j. . ’ ' . ”3/25/74 . • • •
y ‘ ’ - Wanblee, South Dakota"

.. ”1, FRANK BETTELYOUN, JR., House #228, Wanblee Housing, 
- ■ Wanblee, South Dakota, have been advised of the official iden- 

titles of FREDERICK COWARD, JR. and JAMES W. DICK as Special 
' Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and have made 

the following statements to them. ' • ■ . . ■ ' ■.

I believe that, my name appears on the eligible voters 
list for Tribal Elections on the Pine Ridge Indian Reserva- • 
tion in the State of South Dakota.

My date of birth is November 13, 1952, and I became 21 
years of age on November 13,’ 1973. I showed Agents DICK and . . 
COWARD my selective serivce card, which has my date of birth ' ’ ’ 
on it. .

I did not vote in the 1974 Tribal Primary Election, but
I did vote in the 1974 Tribal General Election. I voted in 

.Martin, South Dakota, where I was living, at the.time.

.1 have read this statement, which I voluntarily gave, 
consisting of only this page, and sign it because it is true.”

"/s/ FRANK BETTELYOUN JR.
■ ■ : 3/25/74"

"Witness JAMES W. DICK, Special Agent, FBI, Raoid City, 
S. D., 3/25/74."

"Witness FREDERICK COWARD, JR., Special Agent, FBI, 
Rapid City, S. D."

Interviewed on 4 ot Wanblee, South Dakota f;ib $ MP 44-840

SA FREDERICK COWARD, JR. and 
by-----------------SA JAMES W. DICK  JWD/am~| o„t. dictated 3/27/74

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
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Date of transcription MarCh 28 » 1^74

Indian 
listed 
for at

ALICE N. STOMLEY, clerk. Probate and Census, Bureau of 
Affairs (BIA), advised her records reveal the following 
individuals are enrolled members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
least one or more years prior to January 22, 1974:

MARVIN MASTERS

Name " Enrollment number Last Known Address

NORMAN AMIOTTE 
(there is no NORMA 
AMIOTTE). " »<*

U-17U2 Interior, South Dakota 
(Resident of Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation)

THELMA RUTH SMITH GOODMAN 
a -

U-10448 Long Valley, South 
Dakota

DELORES LA DINE WINTER * ' 
oUriruuJiStC

U-15808 Wanblee, South Dakota -

DELIA FERN LIVERMONT ’ '
JORGENSEN - -

AL 8138 Wanblee, South Dakota

MOLLIE RED ELK - SITTING 
HOLY - PENNY

U-11032
*

Wanblee, South Dakota ’

MARY LOUISE LIVERMONT GROPPER U-23570 Long Valley, South
Dakota •:

JOSEPH WARD WILLIAMS U-13464 Wanblee, South Dakota

ALICE PEARL WILLSEY ' '
WILLIAMS

U-15431 Wanblee, South Dakota ..

LUCILLE CHARLOTTE PECK 
BRANCH

U-10915 Norris,' South Dakota

EDITH MARGARET JENKINS U-9824 Wanblee, South Dakota

PEGGY ALICE JENKINS, ROUPE NE-248 Wanblee, South Dakota

(CANNOT IDENTIFY ON TRIBAL RECORDS)

Interviewed on. 3/26/74___________ ot Pine Ridge, South Pakota^Fite #. MP . 44ts84.Q_____

SA RONALD R. GROVE and
bY SA DONALD G. WILEY________ RRG:klk______ Dote dictoied_^Z27ZZ4_______________________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of Ihe FBI ond is loaned Io your agency; 
It ond Us contents are not Io be distributed outside your agency. 
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Name Enrollment Number Last Known Address

SANDRA LOOKS TWICE NO RECORD OF THIS NAME; HOWEVER, HAVE A:
SARAH SANDRA LOOKS MCE •U-18579 639 Paha Sapa

Rapid City, South Dakota

HERBERT L. SWALLOW U-15582 Manderson, South. Dakota

BARBARA L. SWALLOW nee ’ 
DULL KNIFE

U-17822 • Rapid City, South Dakota

MARY BLOSSOM GRAHAM U-1J416 Denby, South Dakota

FRANCIS A. GRAHAM U-9616 ■ Martin, South Dakota

JOHN WALTER CUMMINGS ’ U-19551 Martin, South Dakota

ELSIE WOOD (CANNOT IDENTIFY ON TRIBAL RECORDS)

ALVIN IRON CLOUD U-21774 Porcupine, South Dakota

JAMES RED WING, also AL-7493 White Clay, Nebraska, or
known as LAWRENCE RED Pine Ridge, South
WING Dakota

MENDOTA SALWAY STOHM - . U-10363 Sidney, Nebraska

STOMLEY advised that some of the listed addresses appear to 
be off Pine Ridge Indian Reservation but are only mailing addresses of 
the closest town with a United States Post Office. She advised the 
addresses reflected above are only the last known addresses and she 
has no reference to the date in which these individuals resided at 
that address.

STOMLEY advised those individuals, above who have not been 
identified through her records could be as a result of a marriage or 
the use of a name other than the original Indian family name. She 
said it is a fairly common practice of Indians to shorten their last 
names and therefore make it impossible to identify against her records 
without benefit of the full given name.



MP 44-840 . . ' ’
* * ’

On April 1, 1974, EDWARD CARPENTER, Assistant United 
States Attorney, Rapid City, South Dakota, advised all investiga
tion on this matter is complete and he would withhold his opinion 
regarding the merits of prosecution pending a complete review of 
the results of FBI investigation. Assistant United States Attorney 
CARPENTER stated he would correspond directly with the Department 
of Justice concerning his views on the merits of prosecution.

Unless the Department of Justice instructs otherwise, 
no effort will be made to follow and report Assistant United States 
Attorney CARPENTER’S views on the merits of prosecution.

r

< .
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: ■ ■ ' ’ ’ ■ ■ ■ ORDINANCE NO.-18£G *
< -' V '

ORDINANCE OS' THS OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL
. ' - OP THS OGLALA SIOUX TRIBE ‘

■ . .. (An Uhincorposated Tribe)

ELECTION OBBINaNCE .

SB IT ENACTED THAT? ' . = ’ ■ ■

■ Section 1. UTVCTION BOAED® The Oglala Sioux Tribal Council shall appoint 
an Election Board to contact the primary and general elections in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in this- Ordinance. The Board shall be composed 
of three eligible voters who are not members of the Council or candidates for 
any office. The Board shall serve for a period of one year from the data of 
'its appointment but shall be restricted as to the number of days they will be 
compensated® There shall be two (2) alternate board members to fill in if 
vacancies do occur® ' ..

Section 2. ETiTGIBLS VOTER AND LIST® (a) All duly enrolled members of the 
Tribe, 21 years of age or over, who have resided on the reservation for a 
period of one year immediately prior to January 22, 197U> shall have the right 
to vote® (b) A person crust physically reside in a district for ninety (90) 
days prior to the election, in order to qualify as a representative candidate 
from that district. (c) Not less than twenty (20) days before the primary ; 
election, the Board shall compile a final list and distribute that particular 
precinct eligible voter list to the appointed election judge of that district, 
(d) Not less than ten (10) days prior to the primary election, any person 
whose name does not appear on such list may appear before the Board, and by 
sworn statements of himself and others petition to add such person*s name to 
the list. (e) Any eligible voter may challenge by sworn statements of him
self and others the might of any person to be listed as an eligible voter. In 
compiling this list, the Board shall strictly enforce the provision. Article 
VH, Section 1 of the Constitution of ti\e Oglala Sioux Tribe, concerning the 
resident requirement for voters. Amy eligible voter whose name does not 
appear on the official voting list, may qualify to vote by signing a proper 
affidavit, supported by the signatures of two qualified voters attesting to 
the fact, (f) Any Indian who shall willfully and deliberately, in any Tribal 
election or in any judicial proceedings in any Court-of the Oglala Sioux Trib^ 
falsely swear or interpret, or shall make a sworn statement or affidavit 
knowing the same to be untrue, or shall induce or procure another person to 
do so, shall be deemed guilty of perjury and upon conviction therefore be 
sentenced to labor for a period of three months, or a fine of three ramdred 
dollars (§300), or both. (Code of the Oglala Sioux Tribe: Section 94 ~ Perjury)

Section 3* IO1UIATING PETITIONS® (a) The names of candidates for President 
and. Vice-President shall be placed upon the primary election ballot by the . 
Election Board upon the submission of petitions signed by at least a hundred 
and fifty (l>0) eligible voters. Candidates for council member shall be 
placed upon the primary election ballot by the Election Board upon 
of petitions signed by at least thirty (30) eligible voters, (b) Each candi-. 
date wild, be limited to file for one office. (c) All petitions shell be 
filed with the Election Board no later than 9:00 p.m. (MST), on Thu-radey.. 
January 10, 1974* (d) The Board will review and certify the validity of each
nominating petition at least ten (io) days prior to the primary election.

JIWW®.JtacM:32»fW ftw W.



■ Prior'to or oh such data ’any eligible voter may, by sworn statements of his
self ami others, challenge any such petition either as to the authenticity of 
any signature or the eligibility of any voter listed therein, (e) Any em
ployee of the Tribe who is a candidate for office must sign annual leave if • 
said, person wishes to engage in political activities during prescribed workqn; 
hours (Councilmembers exempt from this provision), (f) Eo employee of the 
Tribe shall use tribal vehicles or incur any form of expense to the Tribe for 
political purposes, . •

; Section 4«- ELECTION BATES. The Primary Election date shall be January 22, 
. 1974? the General Election date shall be February 7, 1974*

Section BALLOTS, The Election Board shall prepare and supervise the 
printing and distribution of primary and general election ballots. The pri- 

' many election ballot shall contain the names of candidates as provided above 
and such other matters to be voted upon in the primary election as the Council 
by resolution may direct. The general election ballot shall be in the form 
specified in Section 9.

Section 6, POLLING PLACES, The Election Board shall designate polling places 
within each election district on the Pine Ridge Reservation and appoint and 
supervise a judge and taller for each such polling place. Judges and tellers 
shall be eligible voters who are not members of the Council or candidates for

■ any office. The Board shall post sample ballots at the Tribal office and at 
each polling place not less than seven days prior to election day.

Section 7* BALLOT BOXES. The Board shall insure that ballot boxes are loca
ted at each polling place and shall establish appropriate safeguards to insure

• control over all ballot boxes. Immediately following the closing of the polls 
of primary and general election days, the judge and teller of each polling 
place shall turn over all ballot boxes in their charge to persons duly autho
rised by the Election Board to receive same, who will sign a receipt for such 
ballot boxes io the judge, / ' •

Section 8. VOTEK?, Voting shall be by secret ballot. Polling places shall 
be open between 9*00 a.m, (EST) and 7*00 p.m, (l-ST) on the days designated by 
the Council for the primary and the general election. There shall be no elec
tioneering within fifty ($0) feet of any polling .place, and any violation of 
this regulation, shall constitute disorderly conduct.

Section 9< PBP-KBT ELECTION ESSULTS,- The Election Board shall count and 
certify the results of the primary elections. Promptly after certification 
of the results of the primary election, the Board shall prepare the general 
election ballots as follows:

(a) The names of the two persons receiving the highest number 
of votes for the office Of President and the names of two 
persons receiving the highest number of votes for the office 
of Vice-President shall be placed on the general election 
ballot; provided, however, that any candidate receiving a 
majority of the votes cast shall be declared elected, and 
the Board shall certify his election.



— - (b) "Candidates for-.council member from etvM election district 
. receiving the hipest number of votes shall be placed on

the election ballot in an amount equal to twice the number 
of council members which each election distinct is entitled 
to elect under the Constitution of the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
as then in effect, or as may have been amended. Any can— 
didate receiving a majority of the votes cast shall be 
declared elected and the board shall certify his election.

(c) Such other matters shall be placed on the general election 
ballot as the Council may direct.

Section 10. GENERAL ELECTION1 JESUITS. The Election Board shall count the 
general election ballots and certify the results of the general election. 
The candidates for President and Vice-President receiving the highest number 
of votes shall be elected. The candidates for council member receiving the 
highest number of votes shall be elected from each election district in the 
number which such election district is entitled to elect under the Constitu
tion as then in effect, or as may have been amended.

Section 11. ROW-OP? , In case of a tie in the second and third place position, 
there shall be a three way run-off in the general election.

Section 12. REV-mW. A contest of election may be brought by filing with the 
Election Board a complaint duly verified under oath, setting forth a concise 
statement of facts on which the contest is based. Ko complaint shall be con
sidered unless filed within three (3) days after certification of the election 
results by the Election Board. The Election Board shall consider each contest 
and report its actions and recommendations to the Council. within five (3) days 
after the contest is filed and the Council shall render its decision within 
five (5) days after the Election Board submits its reports and recommendations 
to the Council. The decision of the Council on a contest shall be final.

z

Section 13. MISCELIA1TE0US. lumbers of the Board shall be compensated at the 
rate of $1,60 per hour, provided, however, that no such member shall receive 
compensation hereunder for more than 1^0 hours, further, that the number of 
hours worked during the primary election and the general election, shall not 
exceed more than 1^0 hours.

Section lij.. ’’ELECTION BISTRICT”,. As used herein the term ’’election district’* 
means any district or community which at any time entitled to elect one or 
more members of the Council under the Constitution of the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
of the Pine Ridge Reservation as at the time in effect, or as may have been 
amended.

Section 1^« WITB-ST VOTES. Write-in votes are prohibited and shall not be 
counted.

Section 16. ABSENTEE BALLOTS^. Wo absentee ballots shall be permitted for 
members living off the reservation. However, within the confines of the res
ervation, any voter who is unavoidably unable to appear in person at a poll
ing place on general election day may cast his vote in a general election by 
absentee ballotj provided, however, that (l) he has requested such ballot



' ' _ ■ • >t ■

a time prior to general election day; and (2) his ballot 
is received by the Board in a sealed envelope, by 6;00 p.m„ (MST) on General 
Election day; and (3) qualified voters, within the reservation, who are 
members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe may vote at any precinct on the reservation 
by absentee ballot under oath for candidates in their respective communities; 
however, any voter who attempts to or does vote more than once in any one 
election, their vote shall be considered nullable and void. There shall be no 
voting by absentee ballot in any primary election*

’Section 17. PRECIUCT JUKSS MD TELLERS. There shall be a judge and a teller 
elected by districts for each polling precinct* The judge and the taller at

• each poll j-ng precinct shall be compensated at the rate of twelve dollars (§12) 
per day, one day for the primary election and one day for the general election^ 
Mileage at the rate- of 100 per mile shall be allowed to deliver ballot boxes 
to the election headquarters, when so authorized by the election board.

Section 18. USB 0? BUILBIUG. In the event that a Community Building is not 
utilized as a polling place, a rate of §12.00 will be allowed for the use of a 
public building on the Primary and General Election dates.

Section 19 • POWERS 0? TUB BOMB. The following shall be rules and regulations 
to govern the Election Boards

1 * Strict adherence to the provisions of this Ordinance.

2 . Unbiased on all actions taken.

• 3. Eolactive campaigning in any form whatsoever for any candidate 
for office.

1;. All actions taken not covered by this Ordinance to be avoroved 
by the Executive Board of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, subject to 
final approval of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council.

5* Bribery shall not be condoned and shall be cause for immediate 
removal and prosecution under Sec. 6$ of the Code of the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe.

6. Improper conduct by a board member — i.e. drunkenness, conduct, 
tardiness, shall be cause for removal from the Board.

7® The Board shall?.have its headquarters open from 8:00 a^n. to 
5:00 p.m. Spurs on election days shall be at the discretion 
of the Board.

8. The Executive Consaittee of the Oglala Sioux Tribe shall enforce 
any of the above provisions, subject to final approval of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Council.

Section 20. TREASURES AUTHORIZED. The Treasurer of the' Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Council is authorized to expend such funds as may be necessary to carry out 
the terms of this Ordinance.



Section 21. Should a vacancy occur "by reason of death,
disability, disqualification or removal from office, of ary elected official 
or councilman, such vacancy shall be filled by off-year election by the voters 
of the Pine Ridgs Indian Reservation. there an election official is concerned 
and for councilmen, an election shall be conducted in the district wherein 
such vacancy may occur. In such elections the provision of the section of this 
Ordinance shall apply. Any vacancy shall be so declared by the Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Council. ■ . .

Section 22. ORDEIAECE. Azy Ordinance inconsistent herewith is hereby' repealed-.

■ ■ ' CERTI PIC ATI 0. -

I, as Secretary of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council, hereby certify that the 
foregoing Election Ordinance Sb. 8>G hereby supercedes Election Ordinance So. 
85? • I further certify that all amendments carry the majority vote of the 
Tribal Council in the Special Session held on the 11th day of December, 1973; 
and that these amendments have been voted on an item-oy-item basis and are so 
recorded in the official minutes of this Special Session. I further certify 
that this Election Ordinance ITo. 8pO ia the official Election Ordinance to 
govern the Tribal elections to be held on January 22 and February 7th, 197^o

ATTEST:

* / ■ / .. r■__ ;---------------------------------- ----- ,
David Long; Vice-President
Oglala Sioux Tribal pcuncil

■ .. _ /'____

/V^glala &ibux~$ribal' Council
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OGLALA SIOUX TRI Bi, PINE R1DGS, SO. M 
’ PRIMARY ELECTION - JANUARY 22,1974

VOTE BY PLACING AN (X) OR (V) IN THE APPROPRIATE SQUAR2

FOR PRESIDENT 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Council 

Vote for 1
Enos Poor Bear 3 7 I | Johnson Holy Rock 9

Poker Joe Merrival 33 I__ I Birgil Kills Straight
Gerald One Feather 3 b I I Russell Means 1^3

Henry Clyde Red Shirt 2-^ J__ ) Mario Gonzalez 32.
Peter Swift Bird l l Issac ‘Ike’ Iron Cloud

Hobart Keith 15" Ej Lloyd “Toby” Eaglebull, 35"

Richard (Dick) Wilson 2$ 3

FOR VICE-PRESIDENT
Oglala Sioux Tribal Council

Vote for 1

Joe American Horse I Xf David Long / , 1
Ranzle Lays Bad £ | | Wilbert Black Feather, Sr.

Blaine White Eyes. I I Eddie White Wolf ?

Geraldine High Wolf-Janis__ ! Etta Youngman /

Zona Pourier 33^

FOR REPRESENTATIVE 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Council 

Vote for 5

Gerald "Jump” Big Crow /. I 

Bennett “Tuffy” Sierra 22.0 j X j 

Ruth “Tootsie” Long l
Arta Carlow |

Thomas Conroy, Jr.

William “Bill” Rooks {0

Lawrence “Oakie” Cross

Henry Black Elk, Jr. / 3 

Gary Adams ef / :

Fred “Budget” Brewer 1 b~7 

Gladys Janis-Bissonetta- 1^3 
; -■ i

Joe Blue Horse, Jr. 3/3 

Nick Crazy Thunder / V V 

Vincent Brewer 57^" 

Ellen Moves Camp f [0 

Ella &vihg / / j
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OPTfONAl^O^A HO. 10 5010—106

MAY EDlUON '
OSA Gt^atG. NO. 77

UNITED S^ATES^jA^RNMENT-

Memorandum
TO : Assistant Attorney General

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

from : Director, FBI '

SUBJECT:

BICHARD WILSON J
ST AL • ■

■ PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION,.
SOUTH DAKOTA;
CECIL HOBART KEITH - VICTIM

. cmuiffi made to your memorandum dated__________ 3/13/73__
(your file JSP;CRS;RD!*vefc ) .DJ 144-69-193

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent SA DEAN HOWARD HUGHES 
dated .4/2/74__________ at____________________ MINNEAPOLIS_________

A. | | This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. | | The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received.

CU^JThe (jO^sUgStanlrfequested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. | | Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department,, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. | | Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. | | This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments.

G. | | This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. | | This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc. Enclosed is one copy each of Pine Ridge Reservation
Election Ordinances add Sample Ballot.

NWJ58262.Docl£k32^9686-Rqge ~



6-122 ^Rev. 7-27-73)

- , V
FBI

Transmit in Via
(Type in plaintext or code) (Priority)

. TO: sac, Minneapolis

From: Director, “FBI

3/15/74
(Date)

1 - Mr* Gardner

WILSON, DAVID BRSOB.
AND UNSUBS, EJECTION OZ?XCIAW# 
PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION 
PINE RIDGE CSIIAHNON COW), 
SOUTH DAKOTA; HOBART KEITH, 
SARAH THUNDER HAWK, AL* ~ 
VICTIMS
CR

Enclosed are two copies of a self-explanatory Departmental letter dated 3/13/74 
with enclosures«

Complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions^ 
Section---- 27_ , Volume _1X---- , Manual of Instructions, and surep within A’l 
days of the receipt of this communication.

State in the first paragraph of the details of your report that it contains the results 
of a limited investigation and underscore the word Q limited

|~| preliminary [~l preliminary

(D
o n

ot
 ty

pe
 B

EY
O

N
D

 TH
IS

 M
A

R
G

IN
.)

AdvisegSI all persons interviewed
5® appropriate officials at the outset that this investigation is being 

conducted at the specific request of the U. S. Department of Justice.
f

Remarks:

Enc. ) 
(Do not type below this line.)

NOTE: Se© 3x5 note dated 3/14/74*
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GENERAL INVESTIGATOR

In order to determine

3/14/74
DIVISION

if a civil
• rights violation exists, the Department 
has requested investigation in

: connection with the Pine Ridge Tribal 
‘ i Elections 2/7/74 in which an action 

filed by Russell Charles Means and
1 others alleges irregularities in 
; I voting and ballot counting.' The 
- faction names Richard Wilson, Tribal 
’Council President, who defeated Means, 
jand other tribal officers as being 
;responsible for the irregularities 
*committed by the Oglala Sioux Tribal 
; Election Board at Pine Ridge.

* Investigation requested by the 
Department is being ordered.'



Fot<li DJ-1‘
IEd 4-.J5-C) - .
* * UNITED STATES GOVtJ^fENT

Memorandum
IWARTMENT OF JUSTICE

TO : Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

W 131974
date:
JSP:CRS:RDI:vek 
DJ 144-69-193

iStanley Pottinger 
Assistant Attorney Generali 
Xivil Rights; Division IZ 1

: Richard Hits on, David Brewer, and
Unknown Subjects, Election Officials, 
Pine Ridge? Indian Reservation
Pine Ridge4 (Shannon County), South Dakota; 
Hobart Keith, Saraly Thunder/Hawk, 
Irnia ^BearLStops, Myrtle'dohnsaiiy--^7 
Bernice White- Hawk, Sophie ''Poorbear, 
Richard [ Little, J ames I Charging'Crow , 
and Unknown - Victims/
Due Process and Equal Protection
CIVIL RIGHTS k ~_

On February 8, 1974 GartySullivan of the " LL' 
Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee telephonically 
complained to~ Departmental attorneys that numerous civil 
rights violations had been committed by the Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Election Board during the February 7, 1974 Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Election at the .Pine Ridge Reservation,, / 

"J- "13 MT4Z ' ' "
In addition, on February 26,' 1974 Joe Muskrat of ( 

the United States Commission on Civil Rights forwarded to
this Division a copy of an affidavit by Hobart Keith
challenging the Oglala Sioux Pine Ridge election. _ 
Approximately 30 additional affidavits were submitted, 
alleging in greater detail the above-mentioned* yyghts 
violations. (A copy of which is attached) ' "

| > DOJ—1973—04
k NW-f8M2 Docld:32089« Page 229-



In order to determine whether actions by the 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Election Board and their duly 
designated district election officials may violate 
18 U.S.C. §§241,242, and 371 by denying rights 
guaranteed by 25 U.S.C. §1302, please conduct the 
following investigation. (At this stage of the 
investigation it is preferred that affiants not be 
recontacted except where specifically indicated.)

1. Interview Dave Brewer, member of the Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Election Board, or any other Election Board 
members necessary, to determine:

a) Whether an eligible voters list is main- 
tained^ and if so, what procedures exist for 
determining whether those names which appear on 
the list are duly enrolled members, 21 years of 
age or over and have resided on the reservation 
for a period of at least one year immediately 
prior to the election. Obtain copies of election 
ordinances and any Court orders pertaining to the 
election and a copy of the official eligible voters 
list which was distributed to election officials 
for the primary and general elections in 1974. 
Determine the number of eligible voters in each 
precinct and number actually voting by precinct, 
in both the primary and general election. Specify 
how many of the voters were absentee,

b) What procedures exist for challenging names 
on the eligible voters list. Specifically, is a 
person whose name does not appear on the list 
required to appear before the Election Board not 
less than ten (10) days prior to the primary 
election, as requested in Election ordinance 85G 
Section 2(d), or can the person wait until election

t
I 
t
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day to qualify to vote? What candidates 
(or their representatives) reviewed the list 
prior to the election. Obtain copies of any 
challenges made to have eligibles added to, or 
ineligibles deleted from the list. Determine 
where such list was ' maintained for review by 
interested persons prior to the primary and 
general elections.

c) Whether specific training was given 
to precinct voting officials on how to conduct 
the* election. Obtain copies of any written 
instructions given to election officials con
cerning how the election should be conducted 
and copies of all other printed matter distributed 
to the election officials, other than ballots.

d) The time and place of delivery and the 
names and addresses of those delivering ballots 
and ballot boxes and the names and addresses of 
those receiving the ballots and ballot boxes at 
the polls. Determine the time and place of 
delivery and the names and addresses of those 
delivering the voted ballots and ballot boxes 
to the election headquarters and the names and 
addresses of those who received the ballots and 
ballot boxes from the polls after the election. 
Determine what measures exist to insure the 
security and control of ballots prior to, during 
and after the election. Determine whether 
candidates for office were allowed to be in 
physical possession of official ballot boxes or 
in the immediate vicinity of the ballot boxes 
after they had been returned to the Election 
Board’s headquarters. Determine where appropriate, 
any particulars concerning candidate contact with 
ballots or ballot boxes. Obtain copies of sample 
ballots, including absentee ballots and any other 
special ballots.



e) What procedures were used at the polls 
to process voters during the election and to 
insure that only those eligible were allowed to 
vote. More specifically, determine whether a 
signature roster or similar procedure was used 
to determine eligibility of voters before issuing 
a ballot and for use as a record of who had voted. 
Determine whether numbered ballots were used as a 
means to account for all ballots issued. If not, 
determine what procedures were used to account for 
the ballots released from the custody of the 
Election Board. Determine whether people requesting 
ballots were requested to show some identification 
to verify their identity. If so, under what 
circumstances was this required.

f) Whether absentee ballots were given to 
voters who did not request them prior to general 
election day. Determine whether requests were 
made in writing, and if so, where such requests 
are currently maintained.

. g) Whether election officials received 
absentee ballots which were not sealed in 
envelopes. If so, determine what action was 
taken as to those envelopes.

h) Whether any absentee ballots were 
received from an absentee voter by anyone 
other than the Election Board and whether the 
Board permits absentee ballots to be received by 
precinct officials.

. . i) What procedures are used to distinguish 
absentee ballots from other ballots, i.e. were 
they placed in separate ballot boxes?



j) Whether Bennie *’Tote” Richards is an 
election official, and whether any blank absentee 
ballots were given to him; if so, by whom and 
for what reason. Determine whether Richards 
turned in any ballots to the Election Board, and 
if such ballots were counted. •

k) What procedures exist for collecting 
absentee ballots and for insuring their security.

1) Whether candidates for office were allowed 
to vote for themselves.

m) The names, addresses, and method of 
selection, duties of office, and nature of payment 
for services (if any) concerning all election 
officials. Determine whether officials must take 
an oath of office. If so, obtain a copy.

n) Whether any challenges of the February 7, 
1974, election were filed with the Election Board. 
Obtain copies of all decisions of the Election 
Board or the Tribal Council in reference to 
challenges to the election.

2. Interview Delmar Eastman, Area Special Officer, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Police, Pine Ridge, and determine 
whether any complaints were filed with the Bureau of Indian 
Affair’s police concerning election irregularities or any 
other problems at the polls. If so, determine the sub
stance of such complaints.

3. Interview the chief election official of the 
Eagle Nest Precinct or any election officials of this 
precinct necessary to determine the same information 
requested in #2 (e), (f), (g) , (i), and (k), above. In 
addition, determine: - - - - -
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' a) Whether people whose names do not .
appear on the eligible voters list are allowed 
to vote if they have not previously appeared 
before the Election Board to request that their 
names be added to the list. Describe the pro
cedures of adding their name. -

_____ b) The names and addresses of the official 
and the unofficial poll watchers at this poll 
and which candidate each represented. Determine 
whether any person was prevented from being a 

" poll watcher; if so, why.

c) Whether the following persons voted in 
this precinct: Norman Amiotte, Thelma Goodman, 
Delores Winters Shrader, Fern Livermont Jorgenson, 
Molly Red Elk Penny, Mary Gropper, Ellis Pearl 
Williams, Ward Williams, Lucille Peck Branch, 
Margret Jenkins and Peggy Roupe. .

d) What precautions were taken to insure 
that the persons named in ”0” above were eligible 
voters. Determine whether the precinct election 
officials had any reason to believe that the above 
named persons or any other persons voting, were 
ineligible voters^ allegedly because they were not 
members of the tribe or because they had not 
resided on the reservation for one year prior to 
the election.

e) Whether non-Indian persons voted at either 
the primary or general election; and if so, determine 
their names and addresses and the reason they were 
allowed to vote.

4. Interview the chief election official of the 
Potato Creek Precinct or any other election officials 
of the precinct necessary to determine the same infomation 
requested in #2(e),(f),(g),(i), and (k) above and #3(a), 
and (b) above. In addition * determine: - -
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a) The number of names on the qualified 
voting list for this precinct and the number 
of ballots cast.

5. Interview the chief election official of the 
Manderson precinct or any other election officials of 
this precinct necessary to determine the same information 
requested in #2 (e), (f), (g), (i) and (k) above and #3 (a) 
and (b) above. -In addition, determine:

a) Whether the following persons voted in 
~ this'precinct: Marvin Masters, Sandra Looks Twice, 

Barbara Swallow and her husband (name unknown).

b) Whether the precinct election officials 
had any reason to believe the above named persons 
had not resided on the reservation for one year 
prior to the election.

c) Whether Richard Wilson and Myron Rock 
were election officials for the primary and general 
elections.

d) Whether Richard Wilson or Myron Rock were 
ever in the physical possession or presence of 
official ballot boxes or ballots during the election 
or were allowed to transport ballot boxes or ballots 
from the polling place to the place designated for 
counting of ballots. If so, determine what each 
person did while in the presence or possession of 
such ballots or ballot boxes.

6. Interview the chief election official of the 
La Creek Precinct, or any other election officials of 
the precinct necessary to determine the same information 
requested in #2 (e), (f), (g) , (i) and (k) above and #3 (a) 
and (b) above. In addition-determine: - -

a) Whether Frank Bettdyoun was allowed to 
vote at this precinct.
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b) Whether election officials had reason 
to know that Frank Bettelyoun might be under 
21 years of age.

c) What procedures were followed to insure 
that persons requesting ballots were over the

• minimum age requirements.

d) Whether the following individuals voted 
at this precinct: Mary Graham Burritt, Francis 
Graham, John Cummings and Elsie Wood.

e) Whether the election officials had any 
reason to believe that any of the persons listed 
in (d) above had not resided on the reservation 
for-one year prior to the election.

f) Whether Bennie “Tote" Richards was given 
any blank ballots or absentee ballots at any time 
before or during or after the election. If so, 
determine the purpose and determine whether such 
ballots were returned and counted by precinct 
election officials.

7• Interview the chief election official of 
the Pass Creek Precinct, or any other election officials 
of this precinct necessary to determine the same informa
tion requested in #2 (e),(f),(g),(i) and (k) above and 
#3(a) and (b) above. In addition, determine:

a) Whether Alvin Iron Cloud voted in this 
precinct and whether election officials had 
reason to believe he was not a resident of the 
reservation for one year prior to the election.

8. Interview the chief election official of the 
Pine Ridge Precinct or any number of election officials 
of the precinct necessary to determine the same informa
tion requested in #2(e),(f),(g),(i), and (k) above and 
#3(a), and (b) above. In addition, determine:
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. a) Whether James Red Wing and Mendat Salway 
voted in this precinct and whether election officials 
had reason to believe the above-named persons might 
not have resided on this reservation for one year 
prior to the election,

—9.- Interview the chief election official of the 
Our Lady of the Sioux Precinct or any other election 
officials of this precinct necessary to determine the 
same information requested in #2(e),(f),(g),(i) and (k) 
above and #3(a) and (b) above,- In-addition, determine:

a) Whether the name of Richard T. Little 
appeared on the official voters list and whether 
Mr, Little was allowed to vote. If Mr, Little 
was not allowed to vote determine the reasono

10. Interview the chief election official of 
Kyle Village Precinct or any other election officials 
of -the precinct necessary to determine the same information 
requested in #2(e),(f),(g),(i), and (k) above and #3(a), 
and(b) above. ........................ - - - •

11o Interview the chief election official of
Red Shirt Table Precinct or any number of election officials 
of the precinct necessary to determine the same information 
requested in #2(e),(f),(g),(i) and (k) above and #3(a) and 
(b) above. In addition, determine: - -

a) Whether the list of qualified voters used 
at this precinct differs• from the list compiled 
January 2, 1974.

b) The number of eligible voters on the 
voters list and number of ballots counted.

12. Interview Frank Bettelyoun to determine:

a) Whether he believes his name appears on 
the eligible voters list.
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b) . Whether he was at least twenty-one (21) 
. years-of age by January 22, 1974. If so, determine 

his date of birth.

c) Whether he voted in either the primary 
or general election.

13. Interview the Bureau of Indian Affairs official 
in charge of maintaining the Oglala Sioux Tribal membership 
rolls and determine if the following named persons were 
tribal members as of January 22, 1974, and if possible 
from the tribal roll, determine if said persons were 
continuous residents of the Pine Ridge Reservation since 
January 22, 1973 (one year prior to the January 22, 1974 
election). -

Norma Amiotte 
Thelma Goodman 
Delores Winters Shrader 
Fern Livermont Jorgenson 
Molly Red Elk Penny 
Mary Gropper 
Ellis Pearl Williams 
Ward Williams 
Lucille Peck Branch 
Margret Jenkins 
Peggy Roupe 
Marvin Masters 
Sandra Looks Twice
Barbara Swallow and her husband (name unknown) 
Mary Graham Burritt - -
Francis Graham 
John Cummings 
Elsie Wood 
Alvin Iron Cloud 
James Red Wing 
Mendat Salway
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: sworn to before me this 10th day of February, 197^

T/Mbtary Public

commission expires on \2.fx.'?/81
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. f Yester:’.<7^Eebmnry^^19714,there were elections mH liar—

' tiuBennet precinct^ can named Edison Ward and ltrs,'kelson

. Iarnie(”a vhite, voman •) ■Fere poll-wa to hers Tote Bichards- 
y -V J?»<< ■ • 1 • ■ " ’

HWH«»-^BocM:3M89ae Bags 251

and two policemen Fere taking ballots from Edison Ward, 

who was removing said ballots from the: bulletins boor.' These 
6ia W: • .
U agents carried these ballots out with them/

; Clyde Coats* a Wilson su-ppdfters, allowed a woman from 

the Hosebud Indian Beservation named Elsie Blood,to vote. 

Many other non-residents were observed votingsboth whites 
and Indians from other reservations,’ - . .

These occurences were’observed personally by Victoria
Big Head,’ • ." ■ .

1



Formal Contest Against 
February 7, 1974 Election

Election For The Designation ) 
Of A Tribal Chairman And A Tribal ) 
.Council Of The Cglala Sioux Tribe • ) 
On '"^e Pine Ridge Indian Reservation ) 

) 
• _____ _________________________________________)

Formal Contest Axainst Tribal Council Acceptance Of The Results 
Of The February ", 197^ Election As "Certified" By The Appointed 
Board Of Election ••

NOW COMES Hobart^Keithj^bn this 15th d^y of- February,•1974, 

.and'on his own personal behalf, and on behalf of Russell-Means .and 

all other officially enrolled members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe’ 

on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, hereby files with the Board 

of Elections appointed by the elected Tribal Council of the Oglala ; 

Sioux, pursuant to Section 12 of the Oglala Tribal Council Ordinance 

•No. 85 (G) governing the February 7, 1974 Tribal Elections, this 

formal contest to acceptance by the Tribal Council of the results 

of the February 7, 1974 .’Tribal Elections as "certified” by the 

Board of Elections on Wednesday, February 13, 1974-

As grounds for said challenge, Hobart 'Keith sets the following 

facts before the Board of Elections:

(a) That-I am an officially enrolled member of the Oglala 

Sioux Tribe; ■ ’ ■

(b) That I am-an official resident of the Pine Ridge Indian 

Reservation, and that I have been such an official resident 

of this Reservation prior to, and inclusive of, the full 

one-year period required to be an officially qualified, voter 

in the February 7, 1974 election, in accordance with the 

requirements set forth in Ordinance No.’ 85 -(G) of the - 

Tribal Council of the Oglala Sioux Tribe' on the Pine Ridge 

- Indian Reservation. • • . v ' ’■

• ■ (c) That I am an officially registered voter, fully 

■qualified to vote in the February 7, 1974 election, iri^ ■ ' 

accordance with the requirements set forth in the Ordinance 

No. 85 (G) of the Tribal Council of the Oglala Sioux Tribe /' 
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•; .. '(d) That ‘I, as well as my -Indian brothers and'sisters’ ’ •’ 

who were officially qualified to vote in the Tribal . •

' . Election of February .7, 197^s have been deprived of our •

’ •_ right to have our expressed desires accurately recorded

. 'and reflected by the "certified” results of the February 

7S 1974 Tribal Election supervised by the Board of Election 

appointed by the Tribal Council pursuant to Ordinance • .

. No.’ 85 (G) of the Tribal Council of the Oglala Sioux Tribe ■. .

on the Pine Ridge Reservation; ; ' '' - •_ . ■

. (e) That more specifically; ■ .

• (1) At the Eagle Nest District Polling Place, Wanblee, 

over 2.0 persons entered the polling place, were given voting '

■ ballots for the February 7, 197^ Tribal Election by James.

■ Charging Crow of by Leroy Battleyoun, entered the voting

‘ booth, marked the-ballots and then placed their ballots in the

. .Eagle Nest ballot box without ever having been certified as 

having been listed on the official voter registration list.

' In fact, none of the over 20 persons were listed on the 

official registered voter list, and none of them were .

.. verified as qualified to vote before being allowed to vote ■ . 

by James Charging Crow or Leroy Battleyoun. Thus, the 

officials appointed by the Board of Election to supervise the 

February 7, 197^ Tribal Election at the Eagle Nest District 

Polling Place on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation refused 

to enforce Section 2(c) of Ordinance 85 (G) passed by the 

Pine Ridge Tribal Council to govern the conduct of the • 

Tribal Election; ’ • ■ \ ■

• ’ (2) At" the Eagle Nest District Polling Place, officials .

■ ./ appointed by the Board of Elections to supervise the February

. 7, 197^ Tribal Election at said polling place refused to. enforce

. Section 2 (a) of Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the Pine Ridge 

■ Tribal Council to govern the conduct of the Tribal Election 

by intentionally allowing white ranchers, who were not 

enrolled members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, to vote. By y 
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/h-ite ranchersf.whose namesJ ‘ . •’ ' according a to these v 

* could not and did hot-appear oh the final list of eligible . 

voters compiled on January 2, 1974, these officials also 

refused to enforce the provisions of Subsection (c) of. • •

Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the Pine Ridge Tribal '■ .

Council to govern the conduct of the February 7, 1974 • 7 -.

.Tribal Election; . -J;”;.

(3) . At the Eagle-Nest District Polling Place,. ' -

-o.f£ic-ials appointed by the Board of Elections to.supervise ' 

the February 7, 1974 Tribal Election at. that Polling Place . 

reported to the Board of Election that 132 votes had. been 

cast in the district for one of the candidates for Tribal 

Chairman, x-zhereas, in fact, only 122 votes had been reflected 

by”the.ballots cast for that candidate in the Eagle Nest . 

District.' Such misconduct constitutes, a violation of ■ ■ . 

Section 10 of Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the Pine Ridge ' . 

Tribal Council to govern the February 7, 1974 Tribal Election;

(4) Other persons who voted in the'February 7 s 1974. 

Tribal-Election at. the Eagle Nest District Polling Pla.ce ■ 

who were not legally entitled to vote wdre■ Norman Amiotte, 

who is not a resident of the Pine Ridge Reservation, and " . 

Thelma Goodman, Delores Winters Shrader, Fern Livermont ■ ' 

Jorgenson, Molly Red Elk, Penny and Mary Gropper, all of ' 

whom are .no longer enrolled members of the Oglala Sioux • .

Tribe. Numerous other persons who were not qualified to 

vote according to Section 2 (a) of Ordinance No. 85 (G) 

were also allowed to vote in the February 7, 1974 Tribal 

Election by the officials appointed by the Board of Elections 

to supervise the election of the Eagle Nest District . 

Polling Place. Some of these persons were Ellis Pearl .. 

Williams, Ward Williams, Lucille Peck Branch, Margret •;

Jenkins and’Peggy Roupe. ’ . /-

(5) At the Potato Creek District Polling Place, there . ■’ 

were only 30 names on the qualified registered voter list, . 

however, in excess of 80 ballots were placed in the ballot'
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fr«om the ?ota|p Creep: Districe during tt^^day of •

’’• • / ;' "-February 7'-, z^Z4. Numerous pacers other than official- ' •* ••’
v • ■ ■" O .

. . - * • • ■. voting ballots were placed in the efficient ballot box at 

the Potato Creek District Polling Place. When the officials 

appointed by the Board of Elections to supervise the Potato 

••Creek District Polling Place were asked why there were •

. ’ ’ . over 80 ballots in the official ballot box when there were

•so few qualified voters in that district, they laughed and 

. . said that there must have been a population explosion between 

'^=^t^7date fox>of facial, registration andelection day .'.Thus, ' , 

the"officials appointed by the Board of Elections to • - 

supervise the February 7, 1974 Tribal Election at the Potato

. ' Creek District Polling Place on the Pine Badge Indian

• -.Reservation refused to enforce Section 2(c). of Ordinance No.. 

..85 (G). passed by the Oglala Tribal Council to govern the .

February 7, 1974 Tribal Election; ' ■ ' ■ /

- . (6) At the Manderson District Polling Place, numerous

persons voted more than once, placing separate marked voting 

ballots in each of the two ballot boxes. Numerous persons who 

did not•reside on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation were 

-.’given official voting ballots by officials appointed by the 

■Board of Elections. These persons marked the ballots and 

' placed them in the official ballot boxes located at-the' ’ ' 

Manderson District Polling Place, despite the fact that -said 

persons were hot officially qualified to vote according to 

the qualifications "set forth in Ordinance No. 85 (G) of-the 

Fine Ridge Tribal Council.. Some of these persons were Marvin

Masters, Sandra Looks Twice, Barbara Swallow and her husband. 

All of these persons resided in Rapid City and not on the 

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation as required by Ordinance No.

85 (G) and they resided off the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 

for over a full year prior to the'February 7, 1974 Tribal 

Election. Thus, the officials appointed by the Board of 

Elections to. supervise the February 7, 1974 Tribal Election 

at the Manderson District Polling Place on the Pine Ridge
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- Indian Reser^^Wn refused to enforce Se^^on 2 (a) of 

■'• Ordinance No. .85 (G) passed by. the Pine Ri-dge Tribal Council ,

. . to'govern the conduct of the February 7, 197*1 Tribal Election;

(7) 'On Mondays February 7, 197*1, Richard Wilson, in

the company of several 'persons, including-Myron Rock, was 

in physical possession of the official ballot- box from the 

Manderson District Polling Place and placed said ballot box 

in a private pick-up truck. . At least three .other official ’ • 

^ballot-boxes were also in the possession of Richard Wilson at

that J^ime;' thus the. Board o.f Elections failed to enforce

. Section 7 of Ordinance 85 (G) passed by the Pine Ridge Tribal 

Council to govern the conduct of the February 7, 197*1. election;

•(8) At the official Polling Place for the LaCreek .

District, several persons under the age of 21 years old were 

allowed to vote by the officials appointed by the Board of ■ 

’ . ‘Elections to supervise the February 7, 197*1 Tribal Election, 

■ ‘ despite the fact that Ordinance 85 (G) mandates that only •

person's, over the age of 21 years of age be allowed to vote. 
’ - * ■ * .

Frank Bettelyoun, a minor under the age of 21 years,, was only’ 
’’ ’ * * "

■one such person who was allowed to.vote by’the officials at the 
‘ > . ■

LaCreek District Polling Place. Thus, the officials appointed

• by the Board of Elections to supervise the February 7, 197*1- 

Tribal Election at the LaCreek District Polling Place on the 

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation refused to enforce Section 2 (a) 

of Ordinance 85 (G) passed by the Pine Ridge Tribal Council ■ 

to govern the conduct of the February 7, 197*1 Tribal Election;

(9) At the LaCreek District Polling Place, the. officials 

appointed by the Board of Elections to supervise .the February 

7, 197*1, Tribal Election did not check the identification of . 

persons who appeared there and demanded official voting ballots, 

nor did the officials ascertain from the list of officially 

registered voters given to them by the Board of Elections 

■whether or not such persons were'listed as’ officially registered- 

voters. .Thus, the officials appointed by the Board of Elections 

to supervise the February 7, 197*1 Tribal Electbn at the LaCreek
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. . . ; District 81ace on the Pine Ridge j^dian Reservation

x v 'refused to. eO&rce, Section • 2 (c) of .Ord^^nce 85 (G) ; ’. .....

* ' • passed by the Pine.Ridge Tribal Council to govern the conduct

• . of the Februai’y.7a 197^ Tribal Election; • ; /

. . (10) ’ At the LaCreek District Polling Place, the officials

• appointed by the Board of Elections to supervise the February

’ 7S 1974 Tribal Election allowed large numbers of persons who

- were not residents of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation to

' receive official ballots and to cast votes in said election. ’■ 

SomeTof these persons were Mary Graham Burritt and her brother •

■ Fraricis Graham, both of whom have been official.residents ■ ■ .

• of Gordon, Nebraska for several years, John Cummings, who has

.' been an official resident of the State of Wyoming for- well over

. .one.full year prior to the February 7, 197^ Tribal Election, ’ 

and Elsie Wood, .who is a resident of the Rosebud Indian ' ’

• Reservation. Thus, officials who were appointed by the Board ■

■ .of Elections to supervise the February 7, 1974 Tribal- Election 

’ •’ at the LaCreek District Polling Place on the Pine Ridge ' ' . .

Indian Reservation refused to enforce Section 2 (a)'of' ‘

’ Ordinance 85 (G) passed by the Pine Ridge Tribal Council to 

- ■ • govern the- conduct-of the February 7, 1974 Tribal Election;- .

. . (11) At the LaCreek District Polling Place, officials 

appointed by the Board of Elections to supervise the February '• .

' 7, 197^ Tribal Election gave numerous blank official voting 

ballots to one Bennie "Tote'’ Richards, who had and has no' 

official capacity whatsoever, who in turn took the blank ’ 

ballots from the official Polling Place without any supervision 

of any nature.. After the passage of a long period of time, • 

Bennie "Tote” Richards brought the official ballots back .into 

the official Polling Place and handed these marked ballots to

- the officials, who placed these marked ballots in the official ' 

ballpt box at the LaCreek District Polling Place. Thus, the

\ ■ • officials appointed by the Board of Elections to supervise the

• • February 7, 1974 Tribal Election at the LaCreek District -

' ’ Polling Place refused to enforce Section 7 of the Ordinance No.

. 85 (G) .passed by- the Tribal Council to govern the conduct of ’
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• ; (12) At thlBlaCreek District Polling Efface, official
y ■ appointed"by*^ne Board’bf“ Elections to s^^ervise the .

February 77 197'4’ Tribal Election fragrantly violated the • • .

■ ■ ..requirements of Section 8 of Ordinance'No. 85 (G) of the ' ■'

. Pine Ridge Tribal Council, which requires that voting be • ,

• • - conducted by secret ballot, by allowing official ballots .- ■

to be collected-by Absentee Voters which, were open to the .

' full view and inspection of numerous persons-who handled '

them; . . - . J •• . ■■. ’■ ’

■ •’ (13) At the LaCreek District Polling Place, officials • » ■

.appointed by the Board of Elections to supervise the ■ • 

.February 7, 1974 Tribal Election repeatedly violated the - . ‘

requirements of Section 16 of Ordinance No. 85 (G) which •

■’ allows. Absentee Voters to vote in the Tribal Election only- • .
■ • • . ■ ■ ■ • . ' • *

if said persons file a formal request for. an. Absentee Ballot 

within a reasonable time prior to February 7, 1974. ■ Numerous. . •

persons had ballots given to them at places other than the .

’ official Polling Places on February 7a 197^3 without having . . 

filed any request for .such an Absentee Ballot .prior to . • . ..

.. .February 79 1974, and these marked'ballots were placed in the - ' '
■ • * . ■ •

'official ballot boxes.at the LaCreek District -Polling Place. "

. Some of these persons were Joshua Conquering Bear and Hugh 

Whirlwind, Thus,, the officials appointed by the Board of 

'Elections to supervise the February 7, 1974- Tribal Election 

at. the LaCreek District Polling Place refused to enforce ■

Section’ 16 of Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the Tribal - j

Council to govern'the conduct of the February 7 3 1974 Tribal ;

Election; ’ , ■ ' ■: • : , .- .- / ■ . ■ • ■ 5

"(14)- The officials at the LaCreek District Polling Place

also violated the specific provisions of Section 16 of 

Ordinance 85 (G) which mandates that Absentee Ballots be 

'received by the Board of Elections in a sealed envelope". - 

All b'f the .Absentee Ballots received.by the officials of the 

.LaCreek'-District were'received in full open view of all . 

persons'who handled such ballots, and said ballots were.
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-v;- ;-\
•_ simply placec^n the -official ballot bor^nd intermingled 

.with Regular Ballots to be delivered.to the Board of 

Elections, No records were kept to designate such Absentee 

Ballots, and no signatures or sworn statements of any

‘nature were requested or obtained from, such persons, as is 

specifically required by Subsection (3) of Section 16 of• 

Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the Tribal Council t'o govern 

the conduct of the February 7, 1974 Tribal’ Election.’ _

‘ (15).—-At the Pass Creek District Polling Place.located 

at Allen, the officials appointed by the Board of Elections

. to supervise the February 7, 1974 Tribal Elections allowed numerou.

persons-to cast votes in the election who were not residents of 

the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. One such person allowed to 

vote was Alvin iron Cloud,.who is an official resident’ of the . 

.State of North Dakota. Thus,’the officials appointed by the 

Board of Elections to supervise the February 7, 1974 Tribal 

Election at the Pass Creek District Polling Place refused to. 

enforce Section 2 (a) of Ordinance No. 85 (G)‘ passed by the . 

Pine Ridge Tribal Council to govern the Tribal Elections;

(16) ' At the Pine Ridge District Polling Place,- the 

officials appointed by the Board of Elections to supervise ' 

. the February 7, 197^ Tribal Elections refused to enforce 

Section 2 (a) of_Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the Pine 

Ridge Tribal Council to govern the Tribal Election, and these ■ 

officials gave official ballots to, and received marked ’ 

ballots from numerous persons who are not residents of the 

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. One such person .was James ।

Red Wing, who had been an official resident of the State.of 

Nebraska for well over one full year prior to the Tribal 

Election. Another such person was Mendat Salway, who has 

not been a resident of the Pine Ridge Indian ’Reservation-for

several years. Thus, the officials appointed by the Board j

of Elections to supervise the February 7, 1974 Tribal 

Election at the Pine Ridge District Polling Place on the .

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation refused to enforce Section 2 (a)
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. of Ordinance massed

’the conduct of the February 7,

by the Tri^^L Council to govern 

1974 Trib^^ Election; ’

(17) the Polling Place fox of Our

the Sioux5 y the Board of Election to

supervise the February-.7,’ 1974 Tribal Election explicitly’

ordered one Richard T. Little, an.official candidate for the

Tribal Council, not to vote for his own election in the

February Tribal Election, in direct violation of the right 

'guaranteed to him by the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968 to • 

vote for the candidate of his choice in an official Tribal

Election;

(18) At the Kyle Village District Polling Place, the 

officials appointed by the Board of Election to supervise the ■ 

February 7, 1974 Tribal Election refused to enforce Section 16 

of Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the Pine Ridge Tribal Council

to govern the conduct, of the election by refusing to seal in

envelopes numerous Absentee Ballots delivered to them by . 

police officer Herman, and by intermingling these ballots

• with Regular Ballots placed in the official ballot box- at ' 

said Polling Place, and by refusing to deliver these votes . 

sealed in envelopes to the Board~of Elections, Nor did these

officials comply with procedural requirements mandated for

designating official Absentee Voters by Section 16 of

Ordinance No. 85 (G). Thus, the officials appointed- by the 

Board of Elections' at. the Kyle Village District Polling 

Place on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation refused to enforce . 

Section 16 of Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the Tribal 

Council to govern the conduct of the Tribal Election.

(19) The officials appointed by 'the Board of Election to’ 

supervise the February 7, 1974 Tribal Election at the Red Shirt 

Table District Polling Place refused to enforce Section 2 (c) 

of Ordinance No. 85 (G) by using a list of qualified voters 

different from, that list which was compiled as of January 2, 

1974 in accordance with the Ordinance passed by the Tribal 

Council to govern the conduct of the Tribal Election. The
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■. official iteKTzed list of • voting mat eri^^ sent to. the Red . 

Shirt Table District Polling Place indicates that 60 blank •‘

. official ballots were sent to the officials appointed to- '

supervise the February 7, 1974 Tribal Election at that Polling

/ ■ Placeo However, only 51 ballots were’returned at .the end of

’ Election Day. Moreover, the records of this. Polling Place .• • 

’ reveal that only 44 persons voted at. this location on ......

’ Election ..Day, whereas more than this number of marked ballots . *

. ' were counted"by the Board of Election as having been cast •

from this Polling Place. The registering by the Board of /

Election of more votes from Red Shirt Table than the records '

’of that Polling Place show were cast constitutes* a violation

' of Section 10 of Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by’the Tribal ■ 

Council to govern the conduct of the Tribal. Election; ' . • .

‘ 1 (20) On the evening of February 7, 1974, Richard Wilson, .

. a candidate for Tribal Chairman, was physically present inside

. ’ the office to which the official ballot boxes were delivered ’

• from the various official Polling Places on the Pine Ridge.;-. . .

■ • Indian Reservation. In this office, a number.of these ' .. •

. official 'ballot boxes were opened on the evening of’ February '

’. 7, 1974, and numerous official ballots were removed from these 

ballot boxes directly in the presence of Richard Wilson.
I . •

■. . (f) That Prior to the February 7> 1974 Tribal Election, and

subsequent to this election, overt threats, including threats of 
* * „

physical violence, have been made against the lives and property

of numerous persons who refused to express their affirmative ' ’

support for the reelection of Candidate Wilson in the Tribal .

Elections. These threats constitute overt violations of the Indian 

Civil Rights Act of 1968, and they have had ah illegal effect on 

the outcome of the- Tribal Elections. ■ ’ • • ■

(g) More specifically: ’ \ - '.i:'--” ■ " ■

. . • (1) On Wednesday, February 6, 1974, the day before the

. Tribal Election, Darwin Apple, in the company of his. companions, 

• the'Steele brothers, made overt threats of physical violence

- ' .. against persons on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation who '
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I ... ........... ■

'-V ■ • fl* " < ' ’ ' ’ " ■'

‘ ’; supported dc-SKidates opposed to Richarc^^ilson.‘ Timothy

Steele, pursuant to -these threats of Darwin Apple','• physically

.assaulted one Betty Janis and one Norma Shields; ’

■ •; ■ (2) A'list was circulated on the Pine Ridge Indian ■

Reservation by a police official, Francis Two Bulls, of the

.‘ Administration of Richard Wilson,which contained the addresses

of homes in the Manderson District which were to be fire- ' 

bombed on the day after the Tribal Election if- Richard ■
, ' • I

Wilson was. not reelected by the people, of the Pine Ridge " ;

Indian Reservation to continue as the Tribal Chairman; .'.

• (3) Vocal supporters of Richard Wilson appeared in .

•public numerous times prior to the February 7, 1974 Tribal 

flection carrying loaded firearms, • and these persons voiced - 

threats of violent.retaliation if- Richard Wilson were not re

elected to remain Tribal Chairman on the Pine Ridge Indian 

Reservation; : - ‘ * .

(4) A printed circular was sent in the mail to all ’ 
. . . ■ ’ - ■ - t

persons who were on welfare mailing lists, stating that . . 

welfare payments would be stopped if Richard Wilson was not ’ 

.reelected to be Tribal Chairman of the Pine Ridge Indian’ 
. I ■

.Reservation; ' .- . ;.

' (5) Police officials of Richard Wilson’s Administration

explicitly refused to arrest persons who, in support of 

Richard Wilson’s reelection as Tribal Chairman, committed -

physical assaults upon persons who refused to support Richard

- Wilson’s reelection to the Tribal Chairmanship on February 7, • 

‘ 3.974; ' ’ ’ ■ ■ ■ ' .. . . - • . -

■ . (6) Weapons were stock-piled at the house o‘f Paul Apple ■

• ’ ‘ in Manderson to be used against persons who opposed Richard

• ’ Wilson’s reelections in the event that Richard Wilson was not

- ■ . . reelected to be Tribal Chairman in the February 7, 1974 Tribal.. .

Election. These weapons consisted of (1) 30-30 rifle; (2) • .

• -automatic(semi) ’30/06 rifles; (2) automatic(semi) riot shot-

■ ’ guns of 12 guage caliber; (1) .22 magnum caliber rifle; ’

- ■ ’ (1) .22 magnum caliber hand-gun; and (1) double-barrelled
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(h) This form^^ contest to approval by t^ Pine Ridge Tribal 

Council of", the te^tts of the -Tribal .Electioi^rhich-v;as held on

Pine '-R’i'dge ndian Reservation on February 7, 197^> the

suits of which were ’’certified” and announced by the Board of

lections appointed by the Tribal Council on Tuesday afternoo

February'13, 197^, is filed’pursuant to Section 12 of Ordinance

No. 85 (G) passed by the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council .-to govern

the conduct of said Tribal Election

. (i) This formal contest sets forth numerous specific violations

of particular provisions of Ordinance No. 85 (G) passed by the 

Tribal Council to govern the conduct of the February 7, 197^ Tribal

Election. Copies of formal affidavits, signed by enrolled members 

of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, evidencing the truth of each specified 

violation, are attached to this formal contest. While all of these 

affidavits have not, ;as yet, been notarized by licensed Notary ’ 

Publics, due to the brevity of time available to file this contest 

under the provision of. Ordinance No. 85 (G), preparation of such- 

formal affidavits, which will be admissible in a Court of Law are 

presently being prepared. "

(3) This formal contest evidences aggregious and widespread 

violations of most fundamental provisions of" Ordinance-No. 85 (G) 
J 

passed by the Oglala Sioux Tribal Councir“to""govern theTonduct 

of the February 7, 197^ Tribal Election on the Pine Ridge Indian 

Reservation. Fundamental violations of the- provisions of 

Ordinance No. 85 (G) are evidenced herein to have been committed 

in at least 7 of the 9 voting districts, these being the District 

of Pine Ridge Village; the District of Pass Creek; the District of 

Medicine Root (Kyle Village).; the District of White Clay (Red Shirt 

Table): the LaCreek District; the Eagle Nest District; and the 

District of Wounded Knee (Manderson). These violations range 

from the total refusal of o'fficials at Polling Places to under

take any effort whatsoever to enforce Section 2 (a) of Ordinance 1 

No. 85 (G) setting forth the qualifications for Voters, to the 

unsupervised collection of open ballots by active- supporters of 

particular candidates from persons throughout the Election District
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who never applidd^^^ Absentee Voters status a^ who. never, went

to 'any Polling Place to vote, InvestigationJllre continuing to 

orcve’allegations of similar fundamental violations in Porcupine 

District and Wakpamni District, the only two voting districts from . 

which sworn affidavits evidencing fundamental violations of

Ordinance

(k)

recommend

No. 85 (G) have not been attached to this contest

It is hereby requested that the Board of Elections

to the Tribal Council that a new election be held,. within-

a treasonable-’amount of time, at’which the provisions set forth by 

the Tribal-Council in Ordinance No. 85 (G) be “strictly adhered to"

as is mandated by Section 19 of the Ordinance. --- - .

I-have read the above formal contest, and on the basis of. 

information and belief, I-assert that-it .states the truth.

Hobart Keith.

• ■ Sworn to before me this 15th day of February, 1974

Notary Public

'My Commission Expires

(SEAL)
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ACCESS

9/18/75 Request - HSC

RE DICK WILSON
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FEDER/ „ WREAU OF IN\ IsfrlGATiON
REPORTING OTHCS

MINNEAPOLIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS
DATE

5/1/73
INVESTIGATIVE! PERIOD

4/9/73 - 4/30/73
TITLS OF CASE

RICHARD WILSON

1 fl

REPORT MADE BY

MAURICE E. PEARSON ___________
CHARACTER OF CASE

CIR - FRAUD (DIVERSION OF 0E0
V “A

TYPED BY 

ne

FUNDS)
/ /

REFERENCES; Minneapolis report of SA MAURICE E. PEARSON 
dated 4/11/73.
Minneapolis airtel to the Bureau dated 4/8/73.

M*

LEADS

WASHINGTON FIELD 
M<MW«>WWMUWV~W*V>>>*WT

AT WASHINGTON, D. C,; Will determine if information 
requested in Fefexe^ced” airteT is available for dissemination to 
FBI in order that this case can be brought to a logical conclusion.

Ig; NONE
CCNVIC

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ACQUIT
TALS

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR O'rES [JtlNO
PENDING PROSECUTION „

OVER SIX MON THS CDyES S»O

DO HOT WHITE SH SPACES ^ELOW

Bureau
USA Siows Falls, South Dakota
USA, Rapid City, South Dakota 
Departmental Attornev. Pin® Ridge 
(ATTN: Mr. GARY HAG MN)
Washington Field (70-3011) 
Minneapolis (70-6992)

may 7 1973

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notation#

NW 68262 ,DocM:3298Mifi Page 291



W 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 292



MP 70-6992

MINNEAPOLIS

AT PINE M I'OGE y SOUTH DAKOTA: 
report results of Toad’s set forth.

Will follow and

COVER PAGE
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rU-201 U<ev. 3-3-59)

STATES DEPARTMENT C. J^TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Copy to: 1 - USA, Rapid City, South Dakota

1 - Departmental Attorney, Pine Ridge (ATTN: GARY HAGMAN)

Report of: MAURICE E, PEARSON Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota
Date; 5/1/73

Field Office File #: 70-6992 Bureau File #:

Title: RICHARD WILSON '

Character- CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - FRAUD (DIVERSION OF
OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FUNDS)

Synopsis: Investigation reflects subject has not diverted 
monies from the Program Planning Office account 
of the Office of Economic Opportunity (0E0) to 
subject’s brother, JA?£ES WILSON.' Subject’s 
brother, GEORGE WILSON, is employed by the 
Planning Commission in the capacity of Director 
of the Water Development Program and OEO and 
.tribal records reflect no irregularities 
surrounding this employment. Investigation 
continuing pending results of General Accounting 
Office audit. '

- P -

DETAILS; ■

This document contains neither recommendations nor concluoions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your egency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

, U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1970 O - 406-640
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mm surkau of inveshga'. n

Data o! IrorisolpHon .4/2.4/73

SARAH TYON, 3D Grassy Horse Housing Addition, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, provided the following 
information:

Iler sen, LOUXS TYON, is in Boulder, Colorado, 
visiting his cousin, OLIVER NOUSSEMI, whose exact address 
is not known. TYON is travelling in the company of 
JERRY WUSSEAU. TYON is supposed to return to Pine Ridge 
in a week or two. He is driving a 1972 green Ford 
pick-up truck bearing South Dakota license number 65T445.

/ 4/14/73 Pine Ridge, South Dakota MP 70-6992
* ' y ..... _ ... . M • ■ ■ • M a a V. - ■ . ■- a,--....-— < — a AM«^a. --a - * > • ‘ a-- - » a - — .>.a*..a.*a a a — -a—---

j SA THOMAS W. MTTHEHS and
SA Kita E. PEARSON/ MSP: smo 4/14/73

— xV.w^.    —........-........ . ...................-   —........... -  _____ __ _____ __________ Do*** dlooted,.    ______ ________ _ _   

• ' UWVi’*'’*'* \«>n’<Hn>. r ifh’H «'(«<»■ rHat** (\ Johnny rK»? < *. »»»-•» ‘ *’■«•. 5 V*. U H lh” pt Of.»ej «7 O* !!'•*> ‘*1*1 <H’(J »S K fCi’t

on (5 Hs .r.'‘O' l< <>*•□ 4yl 5‘0 6«M<OVl*»d‘« , ^«‘r



Federal bureau of investiga.

n . n . „ April 15, 197:Dale or iranscnpuon_  .J ,

LOUIS J. TYON, date of birth June 6, 1945, 39 
Crazy Horse Addition, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, provided 
the following information:

He is a member of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) , and also an enrolled member of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe.

He has heard many rumors about misappropriation 
and misapplication of tribal funds on the part of RICHARD 
WILSON, Tribal Chairman; however, he has no direct 
knowledge or information which he could furnish.

.. 4/15/73 Pine Ridge, South Dakota . MP 70-6992
Interviewed on . . a I_______________________ . . ■   File & ,,,    ---------------------------------—

f/i&A MAURICE E. PEARSON
AlASA THOMAS W. MATTHEWS MEP:wkb n 4/15/73

b y 'I ____________________________________________ $Ote ° K 0 ____________________ __ _

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FIJI. It is the property ol the FBI ond is loaned to your agency;
It and Ils contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 

— 3 — .
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o? .m

Dale o> Iranscriplion 4/14/73

IVAH G. BETTELYOuN, 
(telephone 867-5622) provided

Box 743, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
the X' oil owing information:

He is a private consultant operating in the capacity 
of a fiscal manager and accountant fox’ various Office of 
Economic Oppox^tunity (CEO) programs the Oglala Sioux Tribe is 
operating on the reservation.

He is affiliated with the Program Planning Office 
of the GEO. The Planning Commission began operating in 
August, 1972 and he began working under contract to do 
accounting work for the Planning Commission in February, 
1973. However, he has maintained the accounting records 
for the Planning Commission since its inception in August, 
1972, DICK WILSON’s brother, JApJES WILSON, has never been 
paid any monies from the Program Planning Office account 
of CEO as consulting fees for work done for the Planning: 
Commission; however, GEORGE ’WILSON, another brother of DICK 
WILSON, has been receiving a salary of $461.00 bi-weekly 
which represents an annual salary of $12,000. He has beexi 
receiving this salary since January, 1973, Tills salary is 
supposed to be for consulting: work GEORGE WHjSON. is doing,

BETTAL YOW is not really sure what Wil,SON does 
for this money but BOB WCfFliY, Planning Commission Director, 
hired WILSON and he should know in what capacity WILSON 
e ar ns th is sal a r y.

BETTILYOW received $1,315.00 for accounting work 
for the period August, 1373 to January 31, 1973 for the 
Planning Commission,

$ 4/13/73 Pine Ridge, South Dakota . MP 70-6992
:n>r» O’s _       .......... ...............- ——........  —__He v   ........ . ...   ......

\^A HMnnCE E. PEARSON end
A'^ THOMAS ,W. MATTHEWS SEP/mbw 4/13/73

.........-........................... ...... ................ ........... ......................... .................-.................................. JkRj'eu..................................... ......... .......... . ................. .
/ • .. *

.tne'J onions tv'lthr* '■e<.otv:.’e:vn!r’(v o#’ <? .'‘‘Jw.-’c !h«* Fil B p; oonfh* ol lh*j •■6‘ tmvl b. bjoned Io crj-’Os f

H : tv! S!j tvjtotj nr* nnl tv be dijk ihu‘r d ouh«<5C y^»v

- 4 -
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EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA^ N

April 17, 1973
Dote of Ironseripiion___  _ _______

GEORGE F. WXLBON, Pine Plage, South Dakota, was 
advised of the identities of the interviewing Agents by 
display of their FBI credentials. He was advised that the 
FBI wished to question him concerning the possible misap
propriation and misapplication of Office of Economic Oppor
tunity (0E0) Planning Commission Funds, He was advised of 
his rights as stated on the Interrogation; Advice of Rights 
form, wherein he signed the form and waived his rights and 
provided the following information:

His position with the 0E0 Planning Commission is 
that of Director of the Oglala Siow: Tribe (OST) Water 
Development Program, His duties are the management and 
supervision of personnel drilling water wells and installing 
pumping systems on the Pine Ridge Reservation. At the 
present time he supervises four men.

lie was initially hired to work in this capacity 
fox’ the OST by LLOYD EAGLE BULL. .He was working fox- the 
tribe until such time as Tribal Funds gave out and he was 
then transferred to the Planning Commission to carry on his 
function as Watox1 Development Director. He began working 
for the Tribe about eight weeks ago and was transferred to 
the Planning Commission about four weeks ago,

He received a check from the Planning Commisssion 
every two weeks in the amount of $461. This check is signed 
by BOB ECOFFEY and ELLaA HjEBOZI, The words "Consulting Fees" 
arc written on the chock stub.

This is the only job which WILS OH holds and he 
receives; no othox- salaries or consulting fees from any othox* 
OEO ox’ Tribal Programs, •

. The salary of the four men he supervises is paid
by the "EDA."

, 4/16/73 ' , Pine Ridge, South Dakota.., . MP 70-6 992InleivioSvod on z_____ ____________________ al__________________ ____7_________________ __File # _ _____ ______________  _ --

MAUK^ Mlgjwkb _........  4/16/73

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of >hc FBI. It is the property ol the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond its contents ore not Io be distributed outside your agency, ,

-5- • .
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FlfOAS. ti'JRUAU OP iNVKSTi&A.. .N

, April 17,
DqIo of bonscripHoh____ ’___________ ... t,

FUAlli R„ DCCPF-EY, Director, Office of Economic 
Opportunity (OEO) Plauijiog Commission, Pine Ridge Airport, 
Pino Ridge, South Dakota, (telephone 3G7-SS32) was advised 
of the identities of th:; interviewing Agents by display 
of their FBI credentials* uc v/as advised that the FBI wished 
to question him concerning the possible iiiisuppropi’iation and 
misapplication of 0E0 Planning Commission Funds* He.was 
advised of his rights ns stated on the Interrogation; Advice 
of Rights form, wherein he signed the form and waived his 
rights and provided the following information:

As Director of the Planning Commission he is 
charged with the overall planning and development of various 
projects and programs on the Pine Ridge Reservation to 
improve the living conditions for the Oglala Sioux Indians*

GEORGE WILSOK is employed with the Planning 
Commission as Director of the Water Development X’ro.gram* 
WILSOK is charged with the responsibility of managing and 
suporv is ing the ins tall at ion and repair of water wells on 
the reservation.. He lees for contracts for the Planning 
Commission to co other well work projects winch would benefit 
th’? Tribe, TXh&TS’ showed Irpeeir;! Agent .:AI£1ICE E. IHAkOOK 
a copy of the Job doseviption for RILS-ON and a folder which 
set forta ail wov’r. (hrs ano wort xu progress by '<i*joOK» 
‘ilboOIi currently has C( -50 water wells which he? is installing 
Cor various Indian wc-iq-io on the vesorvation, For his duties, 

■fllliOH receives a salaiy of Aioi every two weeks. This 
saiary is paid from the ;w-nuni; sai: aside in the Planning 
Cui emission Budget for c oir.-ul ting “ces.

The money whfch Jo heli.’- paid to IVAR BI5TTM01T 
Js for account:;ng sow. cos which hETATJjY^ provides for the 
Planning Commission o'S la ; a todvO'-mbuth period., The 
Planning Comii'issafro hot a A1 ,irO budget for accounting wcrvlct 
1 o'-'cver, DETTHLYvH will art receive the full amount of his 
avowantlug fees until c 7.1 work is completed by after a 
twdv<i’—r.»033th noviou. 7 ■•■ ‘Uto, t .o manning wourn'issj.on has
vorcivod a AHI fro;.: UI r...’.?;':'! JI In tbs amount of 51,3GI J-J: 
however, only half of ix.'s bill will, fee paid to Birfkl-LYuIi, 
pC'ifjliy; Iris cu;.!plstion ri’ a lull twelve months noesuati >g wwri

4/1G/73 Pino Ridge, Couth Dakota MP 7O'"S.O92

• 'H «i ;»t\ :v* n‘ r '? r{<is;nvn*h>l«.>rij »K': -vas ' ’he ? 1.’ »: r. in» ’he ’.o! h to vp ?’Ky;

U no«» U>. rnj* Ui u vh'd ovKKhj \.,v.
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DP 70-6992

When personnel travel on Planning Commission 
business, they are reimbursed from monies budgeted fox’ 
initial pci’ diem and transpor tat ion expenses. In order 
to receive reimbursement, personnel must submit Tribal 
Receipts with all vouchers. These vouchers and receipts 
are on file in the Planning Commission Office and will be 
made available to the FBI upon request. ’

At the end of the Planning Commission Contract 
in August, 1973, the Housing Urban Development (HUD) will 
send and audit team to Pine Ridge to audit the records of 
the Planning Commission, .

BOB FITZGERALD, South Dakota State Planning 
Agency, Pierro, South Dakota, has sent a representative 
named JULIE DE GOUR on two separate occasions since the 
inception of the Planning Commission in August, 1972, to 
review the Planning Com:iission Records and assist in 
establishing an accounting system ’and training personnel. 
The Planning Commission is funded through the State of 
South Dakota by RUD.

■ DICH 171 LB Oil, Iglala Giour Tribo (OST) Tribal 
Chairman, has nothing to do with dictating the policies 
of the OLO Planning Com mission, 1 C1T’BY was hired by the 
OST, E’COFFEY is responsible only to the Executive Board 
of the GUT. ■

Everything which is done by the Plannixig Commission 
will bo publicised in many of the area newspapers in orocx’ 
that the public be made knowledgeable of what the Planning
Commission is accomplishing, .

’ ECOFFL’Y is willing to cooperate with the FBI in
any way possible, ■
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kRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO

Dede of tranucciptfon
U/10/73

JAFFES J. WILSON, III was informed of the identity 
of the interviewing Agents as well as the fact that he was 
being iinterviewed concerning^ a possible federal violation in 
connection with Crime on an Indian Reservation - Fraud. He 
was promptly advised of hiss rights9 which lie read; and he 
waived these rights as shown on an executed ’’Voluntary 
Appearance; Advice of Your Rights” form. Thereafter,, and 
promptly- following this* he 'was interviewed and furnished 
a signed statement which is set forth as follows:

~M/9/73 o( -Albuquerques New Mexico Fi!a o AQ 70~522H  

SAs ROBERT J, IVEY ’’
and WAYNE OWENS WOrn r„. .. .... .. R/10/7 3

.......................................     U«'!C OlCTO.Cn.................... -.................................................

Thiu cipevH: i>l. ewlains i'e:lher p. eoinniciniutt..i.r. r> ■>■ i;:..; o! Hu; '.'Si. it iih;s prop.'rly of I’nc J-'B) an.l i.-, Jon ie<l to
your l•;:vrlcy; it. ao.i il t-- content a nrc not. to l.e (Ji-mi :t W vd oni<.;;c your ugaisc-j-.
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Albuquerque, Hew Mexico 
April 9, 1973

I, James John WiJson, III, being duly sworn,.

furnish the following voluntary statement to Special Agents 

Wayne Owens and Robert J, Ivey who have identified them

selves to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation. Nd threats, promises, or duress were used 

to get me to make this statement. I have been advised that 

it may he used in a court of law concerning Crime on an 

Indian Reservation - Fraud.

j reside at 2703 Candelaria rw , Al Breuer cue, Mow

Mexico; I am Al years old, having been born October 23, 

1931, at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. I have completed my’ 

Doctorate Degree in Education at Arizona State University, 

Temp a , /Ari son a..

Prior to my becoming associated with the Office o

Economic Opportunity (Old), I was an Assistant Professor of 

Psyenology at Chadron College, Chadron, Nebraska. In 19G5 
<

Robert Sargent Shrives?, .^preached me and offered me the 

position us Chiuf of ihe Indian Desk, WJO, in Washington, 

1*. Ch I accepted same .in September, 2 965, and physically w 

located an 'Washington, D. C. ... st that time. I terminated 

•.this employment in June-. 19 72 , arid moved to Albmicreuo.
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New Mexico, where I began employment in July, 1S71, as 

Executive Director of the Southwestern Cooperative Educa

tional Laboratory,. My maior responsibilities as Chief 

of the Indian Desk, CEO, were to review and administer 

community action programs on Federal Indian Reservations 

throughout the United States, and to prepare budget 

allocations for same. I was not authorized to sign off 

on any grants and only made recommendations- concerning the 

programs I reviewed.

My brother, Richard Wilson, is currently the 

Chairman. (President) of the Oglala Sioux Tribe on the Pine 

South Dakota,. Reservation. He has bean in this 

capacity sTo)? approximately one yean and prior to that he was 

an elected member of the Tribal Council.

At no time have 1 ever acted in the capacity of 

consultant for the 0co Sioct Tribe, my brother, Richard

Wilson, ox’ the 0ffice of Economic Gpportvrii Uy other than the 

following exception:

In the Fall of 1£72 I was contacted by a member 

(name unrccalled) of the Tribal Council at Pine Ridge, South 

Da?sOtas regarding a budget review of the proposed bureau of 

Indian Affairs Agency Budget. I was asked to travel from 

Albuquerque to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, to assist witn this 

review, I aoc? p tec a:vl -q. vic cue Da.'’ wc'^kirg a.'" c ’i '-w

cJ/Aa i
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committee made up of rein?esentatives of the Tribal Council 

and the Bureau of Indian Affaire. For this service I

received two hundred and fifty dollars to cover my travel 

and personal expenses, Art no time x^ithin the last'ten years 

have I received any personal loans, contributions, gifts, 

or money of any kind or in any form from my brother, Richard 

Wilson, or from anyone acting on his behalf, I have no 

knowledge of any 0E0 monies allocated to the Pine Ridge 

Community Action Pi'ogram being diverted for consulting fees 

to -myself or anyone that I knew, During the time that I was 

employee in Washington, in C,, by the Office of Economic 

Opportunity, I received no fees or payments other than my 

salary as a Civil Service employee. Grade GS-’IS,

During the period ox ray employment with the Office 

of Economic Opportunitys other unfounded allegations were 

made. No charges were. ever brought and I believe that 

rhe current allegations wo a continuation of efforts to 

discredit my brother as Tribal Chairman and myself as a 

member of his family„

I believe that the facts will bear out that this

o.l.le^tiori is the vesult of p'^erovt efforts by the American

Indian Movement organixation to 

Fine Radge Indian Reservation-

gain political control of the

“• 11 "•
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WO:jj

The following 
observation and interview:

Name
Date of. birth 
Place of birth 
Heiglit ■ 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 
Eyes 
Scars/marks

description was obtained from

Education

Military 
s ervice

Social Security
Ma ?? i t a 1. status 
Children

Employment
Prior employment

Prioj? arrests

JAMES JOHN WILSON, III 
'October 23, 1931
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
5’10" 
19 2
Medium
Dark brown
Brown
Tattoo, indistinguishable 

four’ letter word, one letter 
on each of four fingers left 
hand;

Tattoo, the-number 50 on left 
forearm.

Doctorate of Education, 
Arizona State University, 
Tempe, Ar1 izona

U. S. Navy, 1951-55 (serial 
n uii ibe r u nr c c a 11 e d)

Unrecalled, does not carry wallet 
Widowed
JAMES WILSON, IV, age 14;
CHARLES WILSON, age 13;
MADONA WILSON, age 12;
THOMAS WILSON, age 11;
ESTHERLYN WILSON" age 10;
ED?-IA WILSON, age 6
Currently unemployed
Executive Directors

Southwestern Cooperative 
Educations1 Laboratory 
(resigned March 31, 19 7*3)

Harcli 13, 1973, Albuquerque 
Police Department, aggravated 
residential burglary and 
assault, charges dismissed.

- 13 -
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I
* Dote of kanscripHcm, 4/23/73

720 North Univ arm ity Road^
Verm ill iorf^v“ South advised as follows:

\ 
X

Tie J.a* a solT^xmclcyrd .sxeountant ard doos various 
accounting types work, ireiudlug’Vovk for various Indian 
or^an is& t i or® ”.

He gruduatod frora ths University of Scuta Dakota 
in Vermillion in June, 1971. Lie entered on duty in July, 
1971 for the Oglala Sioux Tribe as a fiscal manager at .Pine 
Didge, South Dakota. Although he entered on duty in that 
capacity under a one year contract, he did not work one 
year, but rather, resigned March 1, 1972. During th© time 
he was employed, the Tribal Chairman was CEnAW ONE rBATHBl, 
Ulin immediate supervisor was Mrs. SONA PQbRXEa of Pina Bidge, 
SJouth Dakota. Hrs. WNRXER was the Tribal Tx'eaaurer.

During the tf.we he was era ployed th® Tribal famds 
(and budget) actually cna.:Lstwd of only 3380,009, but that ■ 
auditing and rumihly travel hooks were only a part of bis 
accounting staff yob. Two accounting work for which he was 
rccwwsible totaled in th© ijolgokvrhood of seven to eight 
nlllSon dollars sad th:s represented various contract® 
with the follovrln^ U. N. do vornsawtal agencies: N/IV, 0D3? 
V. 9 of Labor p xgvx;t;? law enforcsvxai irafaing
yrnrran, l‘HA Gontrscts negotiated with the Oglala Tribe at 
Pine KIGg®? wtc.

In January, ’.0?^, RXCIi'VID HXLSON was elected 
i-kx®idont ©i’ Oho Ogla.1;! Clcrx Trio© at Pis® Ridge hav.in.fi: 
8®:?c« tad ONE I'lTTm ir ;’:x elect fan. VHACOR took possession 
of that office? on aboo.-. April 15 5 1573.

Aceordiag to 37o €gla'/a hy^-laws and cogitation, 
the identic loci oh; aid ;xv<?r vcccive amp isoney until such
vie® as ha actually ou'.or.:; on dv!:y as Prcnidest of the Tribo,

Xu dpita oi c vsh TrUak by~l;:w5. Pre«ideat-Elecv 
TXhSfR, froo nOnct Jeni e.vy, 1073. ©cewc-nc©3 to receive ''mnaog® 
po:.’ oiem ©:Kpi-Jt>f.:pnf vh ’c?.. fuvd;:; kv believes mxri; huv© bcor

on *•*')—^7A' if w............ st—8ar-;Fi<44on.j.-i3.^ #-----

"v......................... ..........................................................................................................................—....... .........—r-it,!e -----------4/4^/ .̂............. —

. fl*k t’otstTion! onloiM nvJhirr rv<.O!oniv:.«hthvr^ no* ■:? n'tuuons ':• «i»e fljj, h ;< {jse ^'opody uf Ihu fftl und r; lopiVtJ 10 y^yr (.’^‘’tcy;

I- <?jic •t^ co’ib’nt" rjc^ nf’» t’> Im- *■*>?}• i«ivl>'H oult’d'' •/ *" •4«’f'»'."» 
- • ■ ' ■ . !4 -
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furnished him by thb Treasurer, bi?!!;. PGLEIIEF.. He is certain 
the Oglala Tribal recrrt’s, if audited, would reveal such 
funds being paid to WILS Oil from about alinuary, 1972 until 
April, 1972. (It is this period of time that funds furnished 
WILSON for the foregoing reasons is illegal, according to the 
by-laws of the Tribe) . •

In addition, as he recalls, a resolution was passed 
by the Oglala Tribal Council members (consisting of twenty in 
number) which raised the Tribal President’s salary from $8300 
to $10,000 annually. Once again, according to the by-laws of 
the Tribe, once an official is in ’’office” he cannot raise his- 
own salary. Since WILS0H had already been elected as President 
he believes the Council’s action 1x3 this regard would be 
contrary to the by-laws, Further, once WILSON got into office 
ac; President, he raised his own salary to $14,500. It is his 
speculation that "souc how or another” WILSON got the 
cooperation of the Council members to raise (the Presided’s 
salary from $8500 to $10,000 before he took office in April, 
IC 72. '

Further, as ';ocn the Council members took office 
(twenty in nuebor) when I'lLOCN took office in April, 1972, 
tiie Council i7~r rs od a r?t slut ion raicAig theix* salaries about 
$100 monthly and irevo ried their monthly expense allowance 
from $'130 to $350. Mo Iwilicvcs the Council members action in 
raising their salaries is also contrary to the by-lav/s of 
inttank tribe. •

Further, as he ri;r„Ils, lira. PGiHLAl authorized 
WIOSCH to coamence ur'a'icy his sV.ary in about February or 
Jia ceh, 1972, whereas h..s sal ary actually should have cc-nnKmccd 
wh mi he took office in A;-?il, I!.-?;!. Hero again KILLM1 pointed 
out an audit of tho Tv J? '.1 rEcori.! at Pine kidge would support 
th a foregoing inforr.-at.'.o . ■

Iio recalls ;v-i r to resigning his position calling 
th ? above oi>Jmotions of Ils io 1;l!O .attention of lies. PC’JuXL.il 
an J ?h’S. PCildLcT»s c:jL-- c nt to Aira was that IS was "all 
part of polities out tlcwe”. ’

In good conscience ho could not go along with the 
foregoing violations 07. the by-liu-si^ he resigned his position

- 15 -
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and left Pine Bldg© on or about March 1? 1972f prior to 
the time WILSOH actually took office as President. Ke 
knows of no actual fraud of llrlbal funds on the part of 
anyone during the time he served as fiscal manager unless 
such fraud could be considered in the nature of the fore- 
going violations of the by-laws and constitution of the 

•‘Oglala Sioux Tribe.

Insofar as actual proof and/or evidence of the 
foregoing violations of by-laws are concerned, he re
iterated his statements as set forth above could he sub- 
stantiated by auditing the Tribal records.

He fui'ther indicated the Tribal by-laws and 
constitution would be available at Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
Indian Reservation.

jlW 68262, D0!cld:32989686 Page 309
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TEOERAL BUREAU OF JMVESHGa jN

Dnlo of Jranscrlplion______ £LZ.dQZ.7.d____

EMM T, NELSON, Oglala Sioux Tribo (OST) Treasurer, 
OST Headquarters; Pine Ridge, South Dakota, provided the 
following infomtiGn;

Since assuming ths; position of Treasurer for the 
OST cm April 11, 1972, she has not paid out any monies to 
Tribal Chairman RICHARD WILSON’s brother, JIM WILSON, for 
any type of consulting fees for work which JIM WILSON 
supposedly performed for the OST.

NELSON has no knowledge of any funds paid to .TIM 
WILSON prior to April 11, 1972, as Mrs.- ZONA POURIER was 
Treasurer prior to that date, however, RICHARD WILSON was 
not Tribal Chairman until April 11, 1972, and it is doubtful 
that the One Feathex' Administration would have made anv 
payments to RICHARD WILSONfs brother JIM.

co..... _4Z30Z73..„...........Pine .........

SA-MAURICE E. PEARSON and .
b,.............. SA...J.,, STEPHEN .M^IE'f/MP/ne...................... n«><. ^<k..6(!............... ...4/30/73............

*;»• cv’Hho* r« c o** to* nooh ?<m pc* Ju «'n* of P.t f’*U. h s? :b«« pr<»pMr»y c5 ?b« {'b’ and >•• loaned ‘o ?•_?;»• oaro*-.
it f?h*s ii> tonitnis nr* rtji hn ’*kP puH!.. {
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

p

UNi.ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of: LARRY L. DE WITT Office.- Minneapolis,
Date: July 30, 1974 Minnesota

Field Office File #: 70-6992 Bureau File #: 70-58768

Title: RICHARD WILSON

Character: CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - FRAUD 
(DIVERSION OF OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FUNDS)

Synopsis: Review of Head Start Program and Planning Commission 
Program records, Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine Ridge Agency, 
South Dakota, did not reflect any $10,000 to $14,000 
alleged withdrawals by Oglala Sioux Tribe President 
RICHARD WILSON. WILSON interviewed, at which time he 
advised that he had previously paid his brother, JAMES 
WILSON, approximately $300 for consultant fees in 
approximate summer of 1972. Assistant U.S. Attorney . 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, advised that after reviewing 
this matter and noting that some allegations were non 
specific in nature and that subsequent investigation 
had not substantiated other allegations, further investigation 
was not warranted and this matter did not merit Federal 
prosecution.

-C-

DETAILS: —

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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MP 70-6992
LLD;jmf
(D

The following investigation was conducted at 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, by SA LARRY L. DE WITT:

On June 17, 1974, attempts to contact ALMA 
JACOBS, Fiscal Manager, Headstart Program, Oglala Sioux 
Tribe (OST), Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge 
Agency, South Dakota, were met with negative results.

GERALD ONE FEATHER, Treasurer, OST, was contacted’ 
at his office at which time he.advised that the Headstart 
Project Accounts would most likely be kept by the Fiscal 
Manager of the OST, who is at this time Mrs. ALMA JACOBS. 
ONE FEATHER advised that he did not have any information 
in regard to any alleged $10,000 to $14,000 withdrawal 
by OST President, RICHARD WILSON.

Attempts to contact OST President, RICHARD 
WILSON, on July 11, 1974, were met with negative results.

-2-
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FD-302 (REV. ) 1-27-70) o

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

(1)

Dole of transcription *^Uly t 1074

ALMA JACOBS', Fiscal Manager, Headstart Program
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge Agency, South. 
Dakota, was.contacted at her office. JACOBS was already 
aware of the identity of SA DE WITT,

Upon questioning, JACOBS advised that she
has personally reviewed the Headstart records including 
disbursement records and cancelled checks for the Headstart 
Program Account for the period of October, 1972, through 
March, 1973, and she had not located any unusual or 
unexplained disbursement. In addition, JACOBS advised 
that she did not locate any.disbursement.in the amount 
of approximately $10,000 to $14,000,

JACOBS was advised that HATTIE TWISS was the
former director of the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) 
Headstart Program until October, 1972, and that TWISS 
advised FBI Agents that she, TWISS, had resigned.from 
that position because of wrongdoings on the part of 
RICHARD WILSON, President of the Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST).

JACOBS was also advised that TWISS had alleged 
that during the first part of October, 1972, TWISS became 
ill and had to go into the hospital for one week. When 
TWISS returned to work, she discovered that RICHARD WILSON 
had drawn $14,000 from the Headstart Account and that there 
was no allowance for this withdrawal according to TWISS.

Upon being advised of the above, JACOBS stated
that the above allegation by TWISS was an ’’outright lie,” 
and that she, JACOBS, personally knew otherwise since she 
had personally reviewed the Headstart Program records for 
that period of time.

JACOBS advised that HATTIE TWISS was the former
director of the Headstart Program.and.that CARMEL MEANS was 
at that time the. Fiscal Manager of the Headstart Program.

JACOBS stated that RAMONA COTTIER is currently
the director of the Headstart Program and that she, JACOBS, 
is the Fiscal Manager.-

Iniervie^ed Pn 7/11/7 4 nl Pine Ridge, South Dakota FiU # NP 7 0-6992

s, SA LARRY L. PE TCITT/Jmf............................    7/11/74
-3-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI ond is-loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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(2)

JACOBS advised that she would make available to 
the interviewing Agent in the immediate future the 
disbursement records and the cancelled checks for the 
Headstart Program for the months of September, October, 
and November of 1972 as requested by the interviewing 
Agent.

JACOBS added that TWiSS died in approximately 
the latter part of April, 1973,

-4-.
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

Date o( transcription July 18, 1974

a V. &

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

(1)

RICHARD WILSON, President, Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge Agency, South 
Dakota, was contacted at the law firm of Costello, Porter, 
Hill, Banks, and Nelson, 704 St. Joseph Street, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, at which time WILSON was advised of the official 
identity of the interviewing Agent by display of credentials.

Also present at that time was attorney DENNIS HILL of 
the above law firm and PAT LEE, a representative of the 
OST, Pine Ridge Agency, South Dakota.

WILSON was advised in the presence of HILL and LEE 
that the contacting Agent had received allegations against 
WILSON and which allegations were possibly in violation of 
criminal Federal Statutes.

V/ILSON was advised that individuals had alleged as 
follows:

1. During WILSON*s previous administration as 
President of the OST, WILSON had diverted approximately 
ten to fourteen thousand dollars from the Office of Economic 
Opportunity (O£O> Program Sinning Office, to WILSON's 
brother, JIM WILSON, for some type of consultant fee.

2. . HATTIE TWISS, now deceased, former Director of 
the OST Head Start Program at the Pin® Ridge Agency, South 
Dakota, alleged that during the early part of October, 1072, 
WILSON withdrew fourteen thousand dollars from this account 
a nd WILSON would not account for the fourteen thousand 
dollars withdrawn. In addition the cheek written for the 
fourteen thousand dollars contained a "HATTIE TWISS3* 
signature, but that this signature was forged, according 
to TWISS.

WILSON, in the presence of LEE and HILL, was advised 
by the interviewing Agent that the interviewing Agent would 
take any statement that WILSON desired to make at this 
time regarding the above allegations.

_______ Attorney DENNIS HILL asked WILSON if WILSON desired toy

™ 7/12/74 nRapid City, South Dakota fu. # W 70-6992

bv SA LARRY L. DEWITTiLWimec__________ tide dieted 7/18/74___________

-5-
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Il is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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C2>

talk about the above allegations and WILSON replied to the 
effect that he would gladly talk,about the above allegations.

WILSON thereafter stated that the above allegations 
were not true.

WILSON advised that before the occupation of Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota, and during a period of time, probably 
after April,1972,but before July, 1972, he OHLSON) called 
in his brother, JIM WILSON, as well as attorney RAMON 
ROUBIDEAUX, after which both his brother and ROUBIDEAUX 
were each given a consultant fee,approximately a total of 
$300 each. WILSON advised he-would make records available 
to substantiate the above fees paid to ROUBIDEAUX and 
his brother, JIM, and that he would also make records 
available to disprove the above allegations regarding 
the fourteen thousand withdrawal from the Head Start 
Program and the approximate ten to fourteen thousand ' 
dollar diversion of funds from the program Planning Office.

WILSON advised that upon being given an opportunity 
to review and obtain his records and notes, he would 
gladly be available for interview by the FBI in the near 
future.

-6-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

’ 7/22/74
•Dote of transcription___________________________

ALMA JACOBS, Fiscal Manager, Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), 
Head Start. Program, Pine Ridge Agency south Dakota, was contacted 
at her employment. JACOBS was advised of the official nature 
of SA LARRY L. DE WITT‘s contact with JACOBS.

— JACOBS advised as follows upon questioning regarding 
entries in the general ledger for the OST Head start program:

The entries marked as vouchee disbursement number
017 in October of 19 72 in the amount of $1,624.82 was for 
a two week pay period for the payroll of ten teachers employed 
by the Head Start Program.

The disbursement voucher number 024 marked "teachers" 
in amount of $1,442.06 in the November 1972 section of the general 
ledger was also payroll for ten teachers employed by the Head 
Start program.

The checks reflected as issued to Y. WILSON were 
issued to YVONNE WILSON, a member of the Head Start Program 
staff. —

JACOBS advised that she had initiated a program whereby 
her employees of the Head Start program would also fill out a 
"check disbursement register" and this new program was started 
in October of 1972.

JACOBS advised that this "check disbursement register" 
had apparently been destroyed by ELENOR CORBIN, a former employee 
and bookkeeper of the Head Start Program. CORBIN had apparently 
destroyed this register in approximately the first week of 
September, 1973, in regard to embezzlement perpdsated by CORBIN 
during her former employment.

JACOBS advised that the program year for the Head 
Start Program runs from October through September and that she 
was not aware of the locations of the books for the Head start

7/12/74 Pine Ridge, South Dakota MP 70-6992
_______  •___________________ot____________________________________________________File #____________________________

hv SA LARRY L. DE WITT/LLD/pms Do)e diclotecf 7A8/74

-7-
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. I! is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
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program prior to October of 1972.
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/22/74
Dale of transcription___________________________

ALMh JACOBS, Fiscal Manager, Head Start Program, 
Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), Pine Ridge Agency, South. Dakota, 
was contacted as her employment. JACOBS was already aware of 
th© identity of the interviewing agent. JACOBS was advised 
of the official nature of SA LARRY L. DE WITT’s contact with 
JACOBS.

Upon previous requests JACOBS made available the monthly 
bank statements for th© GST Head start Program for the months of 
August, September, and October of 1972 along with the cancelled 
checks which were attached to each respective statement.

In addition JACOBS volunteered a checking account 
deposit ticket dated August 31, 1972, in the amount of $37,718.00 
and a debit ticket in the amount of $14,583.00 dated September 6, 
1972.

Upon request JACOBS made available one Xerox copy each 
of the above five items consisting of the deposit ticket, the 
debit ticket, and the monthly bank statements for August, September, 
and October of 1972.

The above-mentioned three monthly statements were in 
the name of the “Oglala Sioux Tribe, Box 379, Pine Ridge FD 57770"? 
Under account number 012-587-3, in which account was maintained 
at the First National Bank, Gordon, Nebraska.

The above-mentioned deposit ticket was a "checking 
account deposit ticket", First National Bank, Gordon, Nebraska. 
This deposit ticket reflected the dated of August 31, 1972, and 
in the handwritten name of "Oglala Sioux Tribe, Headstart Program" .

This deposit ticket reflected "U. S. Treas. Payment 
Voucher No 72-15 Letter of Credit No 75-01-9701". This 
ticket reflected a deport of $37,718.00 into the account.

7/12/74 Pine Ridge, South Dakota . MP 70-6992
Interviewed on ol___________________________________________________ File #__________________________

SA LARRY L. DE WITT/ILD/pms Doused 7/18/74
-9-
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Review of magnetic ink printing on the side of the 
deposit ticket reflected the account number as 12-587-3 and 
the deposit is $37,718.00.

Also written across the face of the deposit ticket was 
"14,583 trans to PCC Program".

The above deposit ticket also reflected a stamp 
containing the name First National Bank, Gordon, Nebraska, 
and the date August 31, 1972.

The above-mentioned debit ticket reflected a date 
of September 6, 1972, and "Oglala Sioux Tribe - Head Start Program" 
Account Number 12-587-3.

The amount was reflected as $14,583.00 and the following 
notation was written in hand on the face of the debit ticket,"Deposit 
error - August Deposit for Parent Child Center".

A red ink page stamp reflecting the First National Bank 
of Gordon, Nebraska, was stamped on the above debit ticket. .

Review of the Head Start program monthly statement 
July 31 - August 31, 1972, reflected a beginning balance of 
$17,103.13 and an ending deposit of $38,844.08.

The monthly statement for the Head Start Program for 
September 29 - October 31, 1972, reflected a beginning balance 
of $29,611.55 and an ending balance of $8,915.25.

The Head Start Program monthly statement for the 
period of August 31 - September 29, 1972, reflected a beginning 
balance of $38,650.49 and an ending balance of $29,915.12. *

Upon review of the above three monthly statements for 
the Head Start Program it was noted that only one check or other 
item was charged against the Head Start Program in excess of $3,000.0c 
This charge of $14,583.00 was reflected on September 6, 1972.

-10-
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The cancelled checks which accompanied the above 
three monthly statements were reviewed by SA DE WITT and no 
checks in excess of $3,000.00 were noted.

In addition no checks were noted to be payable to 
RICHARD WILSON or JAMES WILSON.

Checks were noted payable to Y. WILSON.

It was noted that none of the above cancelled check 
reviewed contained a signature of HATTIE TWISS. The checks 
reviewed contained the signatures or stamped signatures of 
EMMA F. NELSON and/or LELAND BEARHEALS. '

-11-
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL ' BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION1
7/22/74

Dole of transcription___________________________

ALMA JACOBS, Fiscal Manager, Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), 
Head Start Program, Pine Ridge Agency South. Dakota, was contacted 
at her employment. JACOBS was already aware of ’the identity of 
the interviewing Agent. JACOBS was advised of the official 
nature of SA DE WITT's contact with JACOBS.

Upon previous reguest JACOBS made available the 
General Ledger for the Head start Program OST.

Review of the above ledger disclosed the following;

For October, 1972, 21 disbursement vouchers numbered 
one through 21 were reflected in the general ledger.

The only sizeable amount reflected was for $1,624.82 
under numbers 017 and the notation "teachers" was reflected 
in that column. No checks were noted issued to JAMES or RICHARD 
WILSON.

Checks issued to Y. WILSON were noted and these checks 
were in -the amount of $91.15 and $169.60.

The above ledger for November, 1972, was reviewed 
and disbursement vouchers number 22 through 47 were reflected.

Voucher number 024 was marked "teachers" and in the 
amount of $1,442.06.

No checks were noted issued to RICHARD or JAMES WILSON.

7/12/74 Pine Ridge, South Dakota MP 70-6992
Interviewed on ___________________________of.• File #

hv SA LARRY L. DE WITT/LLD/pms____________ _Do.edkio.ed 7/18/74
' ’ ' -12-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5

FD-302 (RfV. 1 I-27-70)

•Date of Iranscriplion
7/22/74

ALMA JACOBS, Fiscal Manager;- Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), 
Head Start Program, Pine Ridge Agency South Dakota, was contacted 
at her employment. JACOBS was advised of the official nature 
of SA LARRY L. DE WITT’s contact with?JACOBS.

Upon questioning JACOBS advised as follows:

In regard to the debit in the amount', of §14,583.00 
on September 6, 1972, from the account of the OST Head start 
Program and which account is maintained at the First National 
Bank of Gordon, Nebraska, account number 0125873, JACOBS advised 
that the Parent Child Center as well as the Head Start Programs 
funds were obtained from a tribal grant received from Health 
Education and Welfare , Washington, D.C. In 1972, the funding 
for both of these programs was received by this same letter of ! 
credit. 

i

The $37,718.00 which was received by US Treasury 
payment voucher 72-15 letter of credit number 75-01-9701 and 
which was deposited in the account of the Head Start Program 
OST at First National Bank Gordon, Nebraska, on August 31, 1972, 
actually contained the funding from both the Head Start and 
the Parent Child Center program.

It was therefore necessary to transfer $14,583.00, 
the amount for the Parent Child Center Program from the Head 
Start Program into the other account.

JACOBS advised that there was nothing unusual in regard 
to the above transfer of $14,583.00 from the Head Start Program 
since is was customary to transfer this months since the funding 
for both programs came by the same letter of credit.

JACOBS was of the impression that CARMEL MEANS formerly •• 
handled the Parent Child Center funds at which time MEANS office 
was located at the Pine RidgeAAirport . This program is now handled

\ 7/12/74 Pine Ridge, South Dakota MP 70-6992

h. SA LRRCT I,. DB WITT/Ma/pms__________________________________7/18/74
' . * -13-
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2 CMtS

ACQUALYN IRON CLOUD whose office is at Porcupine , South Dakota, 
and who resides at Kyle, South Dakota.

To JACOBS understanding all records regarding funding 
for the Parent Child Program shoid be maintained by IRON CLOUD 
at Porcupine, South Dakota.

In regard to the allegation made by the now deceased 
HATTIE TWISS ‘that RICHARD WILSON drew $14,000.00 from the Head 
Start Program during the first part of October, 1972, and would 
account for this withdrawal JACOBS advised that this allegation 
was untrue inasmuch as she and the interviewing .Agents had just 
reviewed all the records of the Head Start Program for October of 
1972. In addition JACOBS advised that in regard to TWISS's 
allegation that WILSON had forged her signature on the check, 
JACOBS noted that although TWISS was director of the Head Start 
Program at that time she was not a disbursing officer and the 
checks at that time would have been signed by EMMA F. NELSON 
and/or LELAND BEARHEALS.
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e . $

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

•Dote of ironscripiion-JulJLj^b-^^

JACQUE ARPAN, Bookkeeper, Parent Child Center (PCC), 
was contacted at her employment at which time she was advised 
of the identity of the interviewing Agent by display of credentials 
and advised that the interviewing Agent desired to review various 
books and records of the PCC apparently maintained at Porcupine, 
South Dakota, in an effort to verify a deposit into the PCC Account 
on approximately September 6, 1972.

ARPAN and Special Agent (SA) DE WITT, thereafter, 
reviewed a variety of PCC records maintained in boxes at the 
PCC at Porcupine, South Dakota.

The monthly bank statement for the account numbers 
012-590-3 maintained in the name of the "Oglala Sioux Tribe 
Parent Child Center Program, Box 379, PineRidge, South Dakota 
57770," maintained at the First National Bank of Gordon, • 
Nebraska, and which statement covered the dates of August 31 - 
Sentember 29, 1972, reflected a deposit on September 6, 1972, 
for $14,583.

An original deposit ticket reflecting Account Number 
12-590-3 in magnetic ink and dated September 6, 1972, reflected 
a deposit of $14,583 into the account of the Parent Child Center 
Program "from Head Start Program Number 12-583-3."

Further review of this original deposit ticket reflected 
a paid stamp dated September 6, 1972, and stamped First National 
Bank of Gordon, Nebraska.

Interviewed. on____7/12/74_________ ol_ Por.CUJline , -SP.Uth .Dakota__File # MP 70-6992

by__________SA TARRY L. _______________________________p^e d.ctoted_7/14Z7.4_______________________

-15-
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

'Dole of Ironscription July 18, 1974

ED STAB, Bookkeeper, Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), Pine 
Ridge Agency, South Dakota, was contacted at his employment, 
the OST Building, at which time STAR was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agent by display of-credentials and advised 
of the official nature of Special Agent (SA) DE WITT’s contact 
with STAR. STAR, thereafter, advised that he had been employed 
in the capacity of OST Bookkeeper since October 1, 1973.

Upon request STAR made available the general journal 
for the Oglala Sioux Tribe Planning Commission.

. Review of the above general journal for the OST Planning
Commission reflected the following on the page marked Number One. 
The month of August, September, October, November, December and 
January, were listed at the top of the page and in that order 
and no year was indicated at the top of the page.

The first entry listed on Page One was reflected as 
August 1, 1972. The next entry was reflected as January 5, 
and entries went through January 24.

Entries on Page One of the general journal reflected 
entries numbered one through five and the following was noted 
in regard to several entries:

Number Three, void;
Number Four, marked "missing;"
Number Five, marked ’’missing;”
Number Nine, blank;
Number Eleven, crossed through; •
Number Thirteen, blank;
Number Sixteen, blank;
Number Twenty, crossed through;
Number Twenty-Two, marked ’Void* and then crossed through;
Number Twenty-Three, void;
Number Twenty-Four, void; .
Number Twenty-Nine, void;
Number Thirty-Four, marked "void” and then crossed through;
Number Thirty-Five, void.

Interviewed on. 7/12/74-----------------oi Pine Ridge, South Dakota File # MP 70-6992______

by---------------------SILJMRy-U-DE VUTT„: ar.w________________ Dotedidoted 7/18/74_____________
-16-
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(2)

Under entry Nanto er Seven the date was reflected as 
January 5, and the following was noted in a column to the right 
of the date: "OST - SP Payroll Account." '

To the right of the above notation was the figure of 
14,279.58 under the "cash”space CR" column.

Although entry Number Five was marked "missing" on the 
lefthand side of the general journal page, a $6,923.04 "cost DR." 
was reflected for "Project Account Number 301." This column 
also reflected VO Number 005 and CK Number 005.

-17-
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(2)

Under entry Nunber Seven the date was reflected as 
January 5, and the following was noted in a column to the right 
of the date: "OST - SP Payroll Account.”

To the right of the above notation was the figure of 
14,279.58 under the "cash space CR" column.

Although entry Number Five was marked "missing" on the 
lefthand side of the general journal page, a $G,923.04 "cost DR." 
was reflected for "Project Account Number 301." This column 
also reflected VO Number 005 and CK Number 005.

-17-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dole of Ironerriplion JUty 18 , 1974

ED STAR, Bookkeeper, Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), Pine 
Ridge Agency, South Dakota, was contacted at his employment, 
the OST Building at which time he was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agent by display of credentials and was 
advised of the official nature of Special Agent(SA) DE WITT’s 
contact with STAR.

STAR advised that he had been employed in the capacity 
of bookkeeper for the OST since October 1, 1973.

Upon request STAR made available the canceled checks 
and monthly statements for the OST Planning Commission in which 
account is maintained at the Stockmans National Bank, Rushville, 
Nebraska, under Account/ Number 09-674-1.

The canceled checks for the above OST Planning 
Commission made available by STAR were for the calendar year of 
1973 and for the calendar year to date for 1974.

STAR advised that prior to January, 1973, the OST 
■planning Commission accounts were kept at the Individual Indian 
Matter (IIM) Bank at Pine Ridge, South Dakota, under Account 
Number 0-202.

The monthly statements and the canceled checks attached 
to each respective monthly statement under Account" Number 09-674-1 
were reviewed by SA DEWITT. The monthly statement and corresponding 
checks which were reviewed by SA DE WITT were for the following 
per iods:

December 29 (no year) to January 31, 1973;
January 31 to February 28, 1973;
February 28 to March 30, 1973.

The statement for December 29 (no year) to January 31, 
1973, reflected a debit for $14,279.58.

Review of the canceled checks accompanying the above 
monthly statement reflected the following check:

Check Number 005 dated January 5, 1973, in the amount

interviewed on 7/12/74_________ ot Pine Ridge, South Dakota File # MP 70-6992_____

by___________________ SA T ARRY T, . DF W ITT ? arw____________ Dole dictated 7/10/74----------------------
-18-
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(3)

$14,279.58. This check made payable to "OST Special Payroll 
Account 096806, Stockmans National Bank, Rushville, Nebraska, 
69360” on Account.' Number 09-674-1.

Further review of this check disclosed that a stamped 
endorsement was contained on the reverse and this endorsement 
was as follows: ”The Stockmans National Bank, Rushville, 
Nebraska."

Also contained on the reverse side of this check 
was a red ink stamp which appears similar to a bank date stamp 
and which reflected the following: 1973371-7 83.

-19-
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(1)

MP (70-6992)

On July 175 1974, a conference was held between 
Assistant United States Attorney ROBERT D. HIARING and 
SA LARRY L. DE WITT. This conference was held at the 
Office of the United States Attorney, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.

During this conference it was pointed out to 
Mr. HIARING that several of the original allegations in 
this matter were non specific in nature and that those 
allegations that were specific in nature have been investigated, 
and investigation conducted had not substantiated these 
allegations.

In addition, Mr. HIARING was apprised of previous 
General .Accounting Office reports and audits concerning 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, as well as the fact 
that audits had been conducted by Certified Public Accountant 
firms at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, 
and these audits had not substantiated previous charges of 
corruption.

After reviewing this matter, Mr. HIARING advised 
that due to the non specific nature of some of the allegations, 
and due to the fact that investigation conducted regarding 
the specific allegations did not substantiate the allegations, 
further investigation was not warranted in this matter, and 
this matter did not merit Federal prosecution.
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Dcic: 4/8/73 I
I

Transmit foe followin'! in------------------------------------------------- --- --------  . ---------------------------------- i
(Tynt'. ;r; ptaintcx! or co<bj |

A I R T E L . I
Via____________________________________________________________________ -_________________ '

(I'iioiiiy/ l

TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI
v

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (70-6992)
/ \

S UB JEC T: RICHARD W ILS ON
CRIME ON INDIAN
RESERVATION-EMBEZZLEMENT

Enclosed for the Bureau and WFO is a self- 
explanatory LHM, Also enclosed for the Bureau’s 
information is a nitel from WFO dated 4/4/73.

It is requested that the Bureau, through 
appropriate contact with the Department of Justice, 
obtain copies of the government audit reports when 
they are available through Senator HENRY JACKSON, I 
in order that they can be reviewed for any specific | 
charges that can be investigated in connection with 
alleged embezzlement or fraud on the part of RICHARD 
WILSON or others on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

Approved

Minneapolis Office will pursue any 
specific charges that are reported directly at Pine 
Ridge that can be investigated independently without 
waiting for the audit reports that have been sent to 
Senator JACKSON.

RNP/mbw

(5)

Special Ayent in Charge tNMT.NT PRINTING O> rt

/ 2-Bureau (Ends.7) .
^2-WFO (70-3011) (Ends. 2)

1-Minneapolis
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

April 8, 1973

CG 70-6992

RICHARD WILSON
CRIME ON INDIAN
RES ERVATION-EMBEZZLEMENT

During the negotiations with American Indian 
Movement (AIM) leaders there have been allegations made 
against Richard Wilson, President of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, that he has misused 
Federal funds on the Pine Ridge Reservation since he 
took office on April 12, 1972.

On April 2, 1973, Gerald One Feather, past 
president of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, advised Special 
Agent (SA) Maurice E. Pearson that the General Accounting 
Office (GAO) in Washington, D. C. has been conducting an 
audit of the Oglala Sioux Tribe records. The results 
and findings of the GAO were to be reported to Scnatox' 
Henry Jackson of the State of Washington on April 2, 1973, 
Jackson is Chairman of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee.

On April 3, 1973, Mr, Joseph P. Rother, Jr,, 
Assistant Director, GAO, Washington, D. C., advised the 
FBI that GAO recently completed two audit projects in
volving the Oglala Sioux Tribe at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 
The first project involved the transfer of land on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation and this report was completed on 
February 7, 1973. It is a restricted report per order 
of Senator Henry Jackson of the State of Washington,

The second audi t; project concerns allegations 
made to the Senate Committee regarding misuse of Federal 
funds on the Pino Ridge Reservation, Rother stated that 
the field work in this project Is currently being pro- 
pnrod and upon comp I e 11 oh II. will he forwarded to Senator

This document contains ncithoi’ .recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is tl^e property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agepey; it and 
its contents arc not to hc^U^uuputod outside 
your agency. -"I ’ /
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RICHARD WILSON
CRIME ON INDIAN
RES OVATION-EMBEZZLEMENT .

Henry Jackson’s committee and this project is also 
restricted and any release of the audit report would 
have to come from Senator Jackson, according to ' 
Mr. Joseph P. Rother, Jr.

Rother advises that he anticipated he will 
testify before Senator Jackson’s committee regarding 
the aforementioned audit report in the next few weeks.

It is requested that the Department of 
Justice advise when the GAO audit reports will be 
available to the FBI for FBI use in investigating any 
specific allegation of fraud or embezzlement on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
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NR 013 WF PLAIH ' ' ’ '

$2® NITEL 4*4*73 WWC k
, - .. ■ ' . ''

' =-■ '. -■ /x 9- ‘

‘ • TO SAC, ft I TO APOUS {70-GD92) ‘ .

ER^ SAC? UFO <70-3010 <RJC) CM PAGES)

’ RICHARD WIL SOW, CRM ON 11© I A?} RES ERV AT IQ R-FRAUD *

REFERENCE MITOAPOLIS DUEL TO WFO , 4/3/73. .

. ' Oh5 INSlANVDftTE , ftR * JOSEPH F « ROTHER s JR, , ASSISTANT

DIRECTOR f GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE CGAD V ASKING TO!? t DTO?

ADVISED Gao HAS RECENTLY COMPLETED IVO PROJECTS JHVOLUINS the 

OGLALA’ SJOuX TRIBE IN PINE RWE ? SOUTH DAKOTA*

THE FIRST PROJECT -INVOLVED THE TRANSFER OF LARD OH THE 

FITE RIDGE RESERVATION AND HAS COHPLETEO 2/7/75* MNI IS A 

REsrEIcrED REPORT PER THE 0$® GF 5ERA7GR nEKRY JACKSON OF 

WASHINGTON STATE 9 CHAIRMAN OF THE SPRATT INDIAN AFFAIRS '

CO^HTEE, .

THE PROJECT CD NCER AS ALLEGATIONS NAOE TO THE’SEDATE

LXMh IT T EL REGARDING MISUSE OF r EDER AL Fl FA? S Ou THE PIKE illnCE 

RESERVATION* ROTHER STATED THE FIELD TOK OR THIS PROJECT 

' IS CTOHRILY BEING PREPARED ARD UPON CGHPLknON? WILL BE 

FORWARDED TO SECTOR JACKSON'S CDMMnTEE IS ALSO nE$TRlQT£D4 

iiju face ore
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page two

■ HE FURTHER ADVISED KE A^TXCIPATES TO TESTIFY BEFORE

SENATOR JACKSON’S CQHMHTEE REGARDING THE AFOREFjERHOIO PROJECT

THE .HEXT FEW WEEKSf A® ARY RELEASE OF THESE PROJECTS WOULD HAVE 
• !

TO COME FROM SENATOR JACKSOR.

IT IS SUGGESTED THAT ARY FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO OSTAXH 

FHEVIOU^Y described reports be handled by the bureau through 
THE DEFARTnE^ VjF JUSTICE * AS REPORTS VERE COMPILED FDR THE 

SEDATE I^IAD AFFAIRS CO^HTTEEo
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* FD-263 (Rev. 1-7-72J > . . . ■

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

’MINNEAPOLIS
TITLE OFCATe

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS

RICHARD WILSON

4/2 - 9/73
DATE

4/11/73

CHARACTER OF CASE

REPORT MADE SY TYPED SY

SA MAURICE E. PEARSON smo

CIR - FRAUD (MISAPPROPRIATION 
OF TRIBAL FUNDS)

REFERENCE: Minneapolis airtel to San Francisco 4/2/73.

P
LEADS

SAN FRANCISCO

AT HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA 
of JOE MIRRIVAL”

MINNEAPOLIS

Will report results of interview

2

AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA. Interview JOE POURIER for 
information he can provide concerning tribal building materials 
sold by subject.

2. Interview C. HOBART KEITH for information he can 
provide concerning tribal building material sold by subject.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □3 none ACQUIT- CASE HAS BEEN:
*

CON VI C. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS
! Ives

□ Y ES

PIno 

□ no

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MON THS

APPROVED
rTl SJ7EC1 AL. AGENT 
Im in CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

< - USA, Minneapolis
1 - USA, Pine Ridge
2 - San Francisco
2 - Minneapolis (70-6994)

N

Dissemination Record oj Attacked Report Notations

Ayency 2ec
Dale Fwd. 0£O .

/aZiMOWlia
By.................  X"-’ f '____________

W 68262 Ckx:ld:32S5|!^l^^ \ ‘
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MP 70-6994

3. Interview EMMA T. NELSON, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Treasurer for information concerning sale of 
building materials by subject.

4. Interview ROBERT MOUSSEAU for information 
concerning his conviction on charges of embezzling tribal 
funds from Sun Dance Ceremony.
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< FD-204 /(Rev. 3^9>

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Minneapolis
1 - USA, Pine Ridge

*
Report of: SA MAURICE E. PEARSON Office: Minneapolis
Date: April 11, 1973

Field Office File #: 70-6994 Bureau File #:

Title: RICHARD WILSON

Character: CRIME ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION - FRAUD "x
(MISAPPROPRIATION OF TRIBAL FUNDS) |

1

Synopsis: Investigation into misappropriation of tribal funds 
belonging to the Sun Dance Ceremony in 1969 reflects 
that subject and .ROBERT/MQUSSEAU were indicted in 
this matter. Charges against subject were dismissed 
and MOUSSEAU was convicted. Investigation continues 
to determine if subject misappropriated funds under 
his control as housing director for the Oglala 
Sioux.Tribe. t \

- P -

DETAILS;

This investigation was predicated upon the 
allegation of PEDRO BISSONETTE, American Indian 
Movement (AIM) leader inside the occupied Village 
of Wounded Knee, South JDakota, that in 1968 or 1969, 
the Tribal Council appropriated $6000 of tribal funds 
for the Sun Dance Ceremony and RICHARD WILSON 
embezzled a portion of these funds.

BISSONETTE also alleged that when WILSON 
was housing director for the reservation, he 
misused funds under his control in that he sold 
building materials which had been purchased with 
government funds and thereafter converted the proceeds 
of these sales to his own personal use.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 «*• Dale of transcription
4/2/73

GERALDINE MAE JANIS, Box 44, Pin© Ridge (telephone 
867-5356), who is the Community Health Representative for the 
Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO), located at the Pine 
Ridge Airport (telephone 867-4834), provided the following 
information :

In 1868 and 1969, DICK WILSON was a representative 
for th® Sioux Tribe and was in charge of the Sun Dance 
Ceremony. This is a ceremony wherein the tribe puts up 
$6000 in order to promote the annual Sioux Sun Dance Ceremony.

In WILSON’s capacity as chairman of the Sun Dance 
Ceremony, he received $6000 from the tribe in order to 
promote the ceremony but the ceremony never actually took 
place while WILSON was chairman. There was an investigation 
into the embezzlement of these funds about two years ago and 
as a result of the investigation, on® of WILSON’s ^oon 
squad” members named ROBERT MOUSSEAU was found guilty 
of embezzling a portion of th® funds which were designated 
for th® Sun Dance Ceromsny. MOUSSEAU reportedly took th® . 
entire rap for WILSON in this matter.

-—* The individual who has more information concerning
the misapprppriation of funds of the Sun Dance Ceremony fund 
is GERALD ONE FEATHER, who was Tribal Chief during that time.

An individual who works at the Sioux Tribal 
Headquarters,whose identity JANIS cannot recall at this tlmo, 
advised her that WILSON paid his brother, JIM WILSON, $15,000 
for consulting fee. To ths best of her knowledge, JIM WILSON 
has done nothing to earn this money.

BOB ECOFFEY, Planning Director for the Reservation, 
works at the OEO Office located at the Pin® Ridge Airport and 
is WILSON’s man inside the OEO who delegates WILSON’s 
orders and wishes;

LELAND BEARS3WuS, OEO Director, is extremely scared of
WILSON and since he was appointed in his position by th^--tribe .. 
which WILSON runs, he (BEARHEELS) does whatever WILSON wishes 
kiuiL_lo_da.___________________ __________________________________

Hte' / iewed on  4/2/73 Fite #___70=6994

by--------------SA- MAURICE-E .-PEARSON _/_.sma_____ ____ Dole dictated _-4/2/73___________

Uns document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is ihe property of Ihe FBI and is looned Io your agency, 
it and i?s '.onb nt$ are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dak- ol kaasci ip! 4/3/73

GERALD ONE FEATHE!-., Oglala Sioux Tribal Chief 
prior to RICHARD Box 298, Oglala,South Dakota
(telephone 367-5027), provided the following information:

CUE FEATHEF suspects Chairmn WILSON of many 
wrongdoings since becoming Chief of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe (CST) hut he has no direct proof or evidence- which 
coul ■ be used against WILSON in a court of law.

Concerning WILSON’s involvement in the 
embezzlement of tribal funds from the Sun Dance Ceremony 
in 1-fut;, GN>.; FEATHER provided a Xerox copy of a Federal 
Grand Jury indictment, District of South Dakota, Eastern 
Division, of ROBERT JOTSSEAU and RICHARD WILSON. 
MOUSSEAU war convicted on the charges of embezzling 
tribal funds but the charges against WILSON were 
dismissed. ONE FEATHER does not know why the charges against 
WILSON were dismissed. .Ue feels that WILSON paid WUSSEAU 
to take the rap for him.

C. HOBART KEITH, who lives in the East Ridge 
Division in Pine Ridge, has information concerning the 
misuse of funds by WILSON in his position as bousing 
director fortixe Tribe in that WILSON sold building materials 
which had been, purchased with government funds and thereafter 
converted the proceeds from the sale of these building 
materials to his own personal use.

CNF FEATHER advised that if he can be of any further 
assistance to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, he 
will be more than willing to cooperate.

.................... 1/2/73 Oglala, South Dakota •-. = MP 70-6994

..AHRICL’ lb PEARSON / smo ......... - 4/3/73

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 342 ’



NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 343



^Liryiily and knr,w?.f: jly -..^zzlQr; and cunve: v so •:■.

§47.42 of the tuonayo w* the Oglala bums San Dane**, an
h

XrxlAan unjai.iza: jon, which v/aa then to /...s p-..;-.>crff»xnr -a.-0
J ? I

care as such oft.ee" and employee, jn that, uv ;.,‘ , rc sec! 5 ? cet. ? • n . * 
f

Eardtraro and Furr > tnrt Stere, S' .i^hvA 1 le, Mehr >:»• ■., j leap. ^ ■, -n 
$ •

was CoUvex^d to an-' u^tallod in a house w1 > . w.r reu'e-j -.ni

from the Oglala fioix Tribe, > u v -..o.! act on r.; ; •- o', .r

'- :■ CO’JNT XI J.
pt

, - Or; or about the 11th day of July, l.h.<, Ln the- hlaftrict

■ of South Dakota, hebtft 0. nouseeau, beln^ an off.': ctsr and employes 

‘of tn Indian Tribal c-rganltAtior;, that ia, the Oglala 5'lout Sun 

Dance4 wilfully and knuvnugly embezzled and converted to Jais cr.-’n 

nee $250 of the moneys belonging to the Og’. Ma S^eux Sun Dance, •’ ’

’ bn Indian Tribal organization, which was then Ln. i-.xs possession

' and cU^Cj ao such officer tp--1 cui'i-^oycn, - in ■'■ ;>'it he i^suc-C chuck 

payable to hinujclf in the anour.r of. $150, drawn on the Cv.ncs of the 

Oglala Sioux Sun Dance, dopon.. ted in the S i.-’Chracin ‘ n Natio, al Bank, 

Ruchville, Uebraoka, in viola?.inn < f 18 U.S.C. fj .1163.

' ' . COW? IV

/ * On or about the- 26th day of Jul\, 19trl, in the. bi strict

cf couth Dakota, Robert J. floas^uao; being a:i officer and employe© 

of on Indian Tribal organize’. 1 on, that in. Che Oglala Si -ix Sun 

Dante, wilfully and kno.Jingl7 ^onvocted to hi. ■ wn use $8^.CO of ' 

xfio gc.cnoys belonging to the Oglala Siouu Sai. Dtn^c, an I .djan

Tribal orgemiaation, which v’ae ’.non in his yos-c^' Lop. auc :are as 
' . • >

such officer arid emplovoe, in that ho :.smuri a <■ r^ck paau.-i- no

hirssalf in t.hw amount of $35.00, dre wn • ■;» tuc fun-Jfi cC n-. ”,gl a O’

Glou;: Sun banc^ deposited in the S^o^ktzan1 s Naui 1 {>-va- , iivshu.i

Htbrtska, in violation of It U.S.C. § 1163.

CC,-.jNT V
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fzcsa the Oglala S.’.oix Tribe, in v :.ol at» on r.,' i:;. ..

* . ' CO’iS'l III.

, - Oh Qi: about tho 11th day of July, 1. Ln the District 

of South Dakota, Hebert J. Hovseoau, beln^ an of; 1:5 car and employe® 

of oil Indian Tribal c-rganlzitv>r<, that in, rhe- ogiala. Sioux Sun 

Dance, wilfully and kncvzingly embezzled and converted to hi a o'.’n 

nee $250 of the ranaeya belongin': to the ug-'^ia SJeux Su a. Dance, • 

• Zi\ Indian Tribal organization, which was then 1:'. :.i$, posaouaioi;

find c>^0 as such pg/xuer i’.r’/: cuiT-^oyen, • in '-h-it ne issued a chuck

payable to himself in the am>ui;t of $250, drawn on lur fumes of the

Cgldla Sioux S aii Dance, dopes ..Led in the S •.■•■nkucm ' a Natio ul tank,
‘r

Ruchv.ilie, Debracka, in violauicn if 18 U.S.C. L .11.63.

CCW'? IV

Z;' On or about ths 26th day of Jul\, J9o?, in the Ljstrict

cf Couth Dakota, Robert J. flvuo^oao, being an officer and employee 

Cf an Indian Tribal organize’. 1 on, that in. the Oglala Si ,uy Sun 

Dance, wilfully and knowingly -onvoited to hi. • wn use $bc.CO of ’ 'A 
; I*

tho jr.cnoys belonging to the o-daxa siouk Sui. Dcrr o, an 1 j;jn 

Tribal organisation, which was uwn in his pos~e-<Lon anc are as 

bach of 1'1 :>3r sund <$aployoe, in that ha :.seu<i.-i a ewek pav:;.-.1 - no 

himsolf in th:.- amount of $85.Oh, dr; wn •<< tuo 7"un<;;M cf /r. '.m).a£h 

Giou;; Sun banco deposited 

Hc^rtska, in vrelation of 
■’1 ‘j f :t') 

j 
t?n ->r : •‘:e

August 25, ;-9S^, in the D 

being an cCfi 'er x-n.il e?rpi

in tne S t : s Jun; <:n< 1 Sa:v , Rusba j. .tie

IS U . S ,C. § }.}.€■_'. 
t 

CG-JHT V ' 0

p' c\<rf Crc.( Jal', ' ->. .. '^g, th ... u

k'.rici. •:■>£ So;, ti- Dl-'r..--, 1. ^ouseeSU

?ve. 1' an Indian ■'.'* i! ai \ .• v'.iza

that, is, the Oglala. Sioux bun L’ance, Cjltully «j*i< xrsowir.q1 y 

fireuplied $I60l> of tha roane/B belong?, ng t., t3 e ■»a ’ 1; Swi.;.

Gun Dar.ee, ar. Indian Tribal organization, v .>_rh ■,?■•.=. ijv.-n ?.- nis 

nw<m.-b ..... •
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vs.

WES iERM DIVES r

Robert J
IN

( w

’ §3 71)
Defendants

t *

; I

On or about, the 1J th day of. A-

of South Dakota, Rohert'J. .’loussuau and Paxuard A., /tils n ka'.wtngly

converted to the use Of one Melvin Pourier, also kn wn a.; j i a purler, 
*

$ 1, 14 7. TA 01; the moneys hrilc-agxng to the Oglala Sin; ;■ ii.ile m Adlan

organization, in violation ot 13 .U.S.C. § llb3,

’ ' ■ ’ count II ; - t
: *

1 That prior to and on or about. Aua-ist s ; , in tne^ ‘ ’,

District of South Dakota, Robert J. Maussc-au and Riota. c A. Wilson 'did

r."r':, c^rn.ykx confedo».utj <u.d agios, lojeuiet aim =••>.’'■• each ohner, 

to cmmit an offense aqainsu the United States, that o, unv^t to”’ ; ~

the use of one Melvin Pourier, also known as j.-ck Pocrvec, $1,147.74

of the rcceys ba Longing to the Oglala Sioux Trite, Ju Ind.: an organization, 

and that the said Robert J. fkmeseau and Richard A. h: I sex cenwu t .cd ’ the 

following .overt acts in furtherance, of sard ccaspir ''y ar.d to effect the' •, 

object thereof: :•

I. That on or about the 11th cUy ui August, 19o9,

convert to the use of one Kelvin Pourier, aj:-' kn .v?n as Jack P-urier,

.$1,147.74 or. moneys belonging tne Oglala S'.r.x Trite, an Indian

organization, all in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 11^3 ar-d $$7l.

r . A TRUE Bl Litt
-- ( \ '.

\ - *' \ 1 I y'z'\ X X *■ ' ' ‘i (^ '■ • /" ■' u

. ; United St xtas Att^rne-, / —
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MP 70-6994

The following investigation was conducted on 
April 9, 1973, by SA MAURICE E. PEARSON and SA MARK E. 
CHRISTENSEN:

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Attempts to locate AARON DE SERSA at the Avanti 
Motel met with negative results. Investigation disclosed 
that DE SERSA is a transient-type person and it is unlikely 
that he will be available for interview.

- 11* -
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Minneapolis
1 - USA, Pine Ridge *

»
Report of: SA MAURICE E. PEARSON office- Minneapolis

• Date: April 11, 1973

Field Office File #: 70-6806 Bureau File #:

Title: JEROME M. GLAZE; 
RICHARD WILSON

’ Character: CRIMSON AN INDIAN RESERVATION - 
EMBEZZLEMENT

Synopsis: Investigation disclosed that subjects did not sell 
heavy equipment belonging to the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe (OST) and convert the proceeds of equipment 
for personal use. All equipment belonging to OST 
is accounted for. Equipment allegedly sold by subjects 
was property of subject WILSON’s brother and properly 
titled and financed through local bank.

- C -

DET/ILS: ..

This investigation was predicated upon an 
allegation made by PEDRO BISSONETTE, American 
Indian Movement (AIM) leader inside theuoccupied 
Village of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, that 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman RICHARD WILSON had 
sold some heavy equipment belonging to the OST, which 
included a back-hoe tractor, a truck and a low-boy, 
and kept the proceeds from this sale for his own personal 
use.

NW 68262„Docld:32989686 Page 353
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/3/73
Holo of ircxnv.i irCon _ _       —

GERALD ONE FEATHER, Oglala Sioux Tribal Chief 
prior to RICHARD WILSON, Box 298, Oglala, South Dakota 
(telephone 867-5327), provided the following information:

Since RICHARD WILSON became president of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe in January, 1972, ONE FEATHER has been 
working with both the American Indian Movement (AIM) and 
the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council in an effort to improve 
the criminal justice system and the financial status of 
the Oglala Sioux Tribe on the Pine Ridge Reservation.

ONEEEATHER suspects Chairman WILSON of many 
wrong doings since becoming chief of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, 
but he has no direct proof or evidence which could be 
used against WILSON in a court of law. Since WILSON 
became president, he has suspended and fired many 
competent people who were associated with the Tribal 
Council because these people would not cooperate with 
WILSON in carrying out various "deals" which WILSON was 
trying to do.

WILSON suspended the Office of Economic Opportunity 
(0E0) Headstart Director HATTIE TWISS, because she would 
not cooperate with WILSON concerning the payment of approxi
mately ten to fifteen thousand dollars to WILSON’s brother, 
JAMES J. WILSON, .for some type of consulting fees he 
received through the Headstart program. TWISS can be 
located at the hospital in Gordon, Nebraska.

WILSON is involved with a contractor in Rapid 
City, South Dakota named JERRY GLAZE. WILSON has been 
giving all construction contracts on the Pine Ridge-Reservation 
to GLAZE and not allowing Indian labor to be utilized in 
various construction projects currently underway on the 
reservation. GLAZE supposedly gave WILSON $10,000 to 
assist him (WILSON) in winning the Oglala Sioux Tribal 
presidential election in 1971-1972.

An individual named CARROL SWAN who has an 
office next door to the Northwest Engineering Company in 
Rapid City and whose telephone number is 348-1090, has 
information concerning heavy equipment which belongs to

'4/2/73 Oglala. South Dakota * MP 70-6806
Interviewee or_ ______ „__ . _________ <n. _ ______ --------- ----------------- — - . — --------- —- - -------------------------------- -------------

- 2 -
SA MAURICE E. PEARSOK/mbw riidllcd 4/3/73, — . . . - - ’ —- * *■ .
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the Oglala Sioux Tribe that WILSON sold and then used 
the proceeds from this sale for his personal use.

Since WILSON took office in January, 1972, 
the books and records for the Oglala Sioux Tribe have 
not been audited and according to several members of 
the Tribal Council the records which are currently 
being kept are very inadequate.

During the ONE FEATHER administration, the 
accounting firm of Thornton and Saylor in Rapid City 
was responsible for auditing the books and records of 
the Oglala Sioux Tribe. Also, an accountant named 
FRANCES KILLER who lives in Vermillion, South Dakota 
and whose telephone number is 642-4963, was under a 
contract with the Tribe to do monthly accounting work 
for the Tribe. KILLERs contract with the Tribe ex
pired in October, 1972 and WILSON would not renew 
his contract.

The General Accounting Office (GAO) recently 
conducted an audit of the Oglala Sioux Tribe records. 
The results and findings of this audit were to be 
reported to Senator HENRY JACKSON of Washington State 
on April 2, 1973, in Washington, D. C. JACKSON is 
Chairman of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee.

. . IVAN BETTELYOUN, who was the Oglala Sioux
Tribal Fiscal Manager until his resignation in December, 
1972, can furnish information to the FBI as to WILSON’s 
handling of financial matters of the Tribe. BETTELYOUN 
resigned because he did not agree with WILSON’s handling 
of financial matters and as a result of this, he and 
WILSON could not get along with each other. BETTELYOUN 
resides outside of Oglala, South Dakota in a silver 
trailer house located two miles south of ONE FEATHER’S 
residence. ’

- 3 -
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ALBERT DALE, president, and/or BENNETT JOHNSON, 
vice-president, Stockman National Bank, Rushville, 
Nebraska, can furnish information concerning the financial 
stability of the Oglala Sioux Tribe. The Stockman National 
Bank has various loans and checking accounts for the 
Tr ibe.

Concerning WILSON’s involvement in the embezzle
ment of Tribal funds from the Sundance Ceremony in 1969, 
ONE FEATHER provided a xerox copy of a Federal Grand Jury, 
District of South Dakota, Western Division, indictment of 
ROBERT MOUSSEAU and RICHARD WILSON. MOUSSEAU was con
victed on the charges of embezzling Tribal funds but the 
charges against WILSON were dismissed. ONE FEATHER does 
not know why the charges against WILSON were dismissed. 
He feels that WILSON paid MOUSSEAU to take the rap for him. 
C. H. KEITH, who lives in the East Ridge subdivision in 
Pine Ridge, has information concerning the misuse of funds 
by WILSON in his position as housing director for the 
Tribe in that WILSON sold building materials which had been 
purchased with government funds and thereafter converted 
the proceeds from- the sale of these building materials to 
his own personal use.

ONE FEATHER provided a financial statement of 
the Oglala Sioux Tribe as of April 12, 1972, which re
flected the results of an audit of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribal records of the ONE FEATHER administration. He also 
provided a memo to the Tribal Council which set forth 
the predication for the audit of April 12, 1972.

ONE FEATHER advised that if he can be of any 
further assistance to the FBI he will be more than 
willing to cooperate.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Dale of hanscnphon 4/6/73

CARROLL CALEB SWAN (date of birth May 3, 1939), 
1120 Racine, Rapid City, South Dakota (home telephone 
343-7144) (business telephone 348-1090), provided the 
following information:

SWAN is president of the Indian Business Center 
(IBC) in Rapid City, South Dakota. The IBC performs 
various business and service functions for the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe (OST). Also, the IBC operates a contracting 
business and is currently attempting to obtain contracts 
for various construction projects taking place on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation.

SWAN alleged that DICK WILSON, Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Chairman, recently sold heavy equipment belonging to the OST, 
which included a back-hoe tractor, a dump truck and a 
low-boy and he (WISON) kept the proceeds from this sale for 
his own personal use. The three pieces of equipment in 
question were located in the equipment lot of Barton 
Construction Company, Highway 279 South, Rapid City, about 
one month ago. Photographs of this equipment were taken and 
SWAN will make these photographs available to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) at a later date.

An Indian woman, MURIEL WAUKAZOO, 112 Nowlin, 
Rapid City (telephone 348-1247), entered the equipment 
yard of Barton Construction in an attempt to identifj' 
three pieces of equipment as belonging to the OST. She . 
opened the glove compartment of one of the vehicles in order 
to check the identification plate which should have been 
affixed to the glove compartment. She saw the identification 
plate, which bore the name "Oglala Sioux Tribe - Department 
of Interior*' torn off the glove compartment. This identification 
plate was lying inside the glove compartment of the vehicle.

Mr. OWNS MANY HORSES, Equipment Supervisor, OST, 
Pine Ridge, identified the equipment which was located at the 
Barton Constructions Equipment Yard as belonging to the OST.

lnn.,v.... .. ,4/4/73 : Rapid City, South Dakota

‘ ’ - 5 -
SA MAURICE E. PEARSON / smo b,__  : ...

MP 70-6806

4/5/73
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JOE HORN CLOUD, Pine Ridge, also identified the 
equipment located at Barton Construction as belonging to the 
OST.

SWAN has heard that the three pieces of equipment 
in question have mysteriously reappeared back in the 
equipment yard of the Pine Ridge Reservation which is 
across the street from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Police Station, Pine Ridge. .

MILDRED GALIAGO, who lives in the Sioux Edition, 
Rapid City, can provide additional information concerning 
the above-mentioned equipment.

On Sunday, March 11, 1973, the day the roadblocks 
around Wounded Knee were suspended, SWAN, his wife CHARLOTTE, 
his two children, ages 7 and 4, entered Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, for the purpose of bringing SWAN’s mother-in-law 
out of Wounded Knee. As SWAN was leaving Wounded Knee, he 
was met by' several Indian guards who requested that he give 
them the food and blankets which SWAN had in his car. 
SWAN gave the Indians inside Wounded Knee all the food and 
blankets in his possession.

SWAN and his wife CHARLOTTE are completely • 
sympathetic to the American Indian Movement (AIM) . 
CHARLOTTE has a financial administrative position with AIM.

SWAN is a member of the Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribe and his wife is a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 4/6/73
***** Dale of IranscHpHon______....___________

JOE HORN CLOUD, Supply Technician and Purchasing 
Agent, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Pine Ridge, provided 
the following information:

He is responsible for accounting for all‘equipment 
and supplies for the Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST). His duties 
also include purchasing new equipment and disposing of 
obsolete equipment.

There has not been any heavy equipment such as a 
back-hoe trailer, a dump truck or a low-boy which has been 
sold by the Tribe in many years. RICHARD WILSON, Tribal 
President, is in no position or has no access to equipment 
belonging to the Tribe and he could not obtain any equipment 
from the Tribe to sell without HORN CLOUD’S knowledge.

The last time a physical inventory was taken of 
the OST equipment all equipment belonging to the Tribe 
was accounted for. The next physical inventory is scheduled 
for June, 1973. If any large pieces of equipment are 
missing HORN CLOUD would have knowledge of this as all the 
heavy equipment belonging to the Tribe is being used at this 
time and HORN CLOUD knows this equipment is accounted for.

The (Kt does not have heavy equipment such as a 
dump truck, a flatbed trailer or a back-hoe which is any newer 
than a 1956 model.

HORN CLOUD will furnish any information from the 
inventory records of the (KT equipment inventory at the 
request of the FBI.

t ____ 4/5/73 Pine Ridge, South Dakota.-- ...MP 70-6806 ..

- 7 -
, _ SA MAURICE E. PEARSON/mbw . 4/5/73.

........................................ ■ . . ; , ; J-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dale of transcription April 10, 1973

GEORGE F. WILSON, brother of Tribal Chairman 
DICK WILSON, Post Office Box 33, Whiteclay, Nebraska, provided 
the following information:

About three years ago, his brother, DICK WILSON, received 
a Government grant to start a contracting business. At the same 
time, GEORGE was in the process of beginning a ’’ditching 
contracting” business. DICK WILSON gave GEORGE WILSON about 
$6,000 or $7,000 to help GEORGE purchase heavy equipment which 
he needed to operate the business. GEORGE took the grant money 
which DICK gave him and borrowed additional funds from the First' 
National Bank of Gordon, Nebraska. With this money, he (GEORGE) 
purchased a two-ton Chevrolet truck from Coons Chevrolet in » 
Martin, South Dakota, and a back hoe and low boy from an unrecalled 
equipment company in Cheyenne, Wyoming. GEORGE WILSON has all 
cancelled checks and documents surrounding this transaction; 
however, the records are boxed up as he is in the process of 
moving. He will make these records available to the FBI upon 
request.

About the latter part of 1971, GEORGE WILSON’s health 
became very poor and he had to get out. of the contracting business. 
DICK WILSON took over the business and after a short time and as a • 
result of a contract where the business accumulated many repair 
bills from the back hoe, the business went broke. At about this 
time, DICK WILSON began working in the Tribal presidential political 
campaign and he (DICK) let the equipment sit at his (DICK’s) house 
in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. GEORGE WILSON picked up the equipment 
from DICK’s house and took it over to his house. He told the 
First National Bank that the equipment was for sale. DICK WILSON 
told GEORGE WILSON that Barton Construction wanted to purchase the 
equipment. GEORGE contacted a representative of Barton and they j 
made a deal for Barton to purchase the equipment. GEORGE WILSON' 
and the representative from Barton Construction in Rapid City^... ,, 
South Dakota, went to the First National Bank of Gordon where WILSON 
signed over the equipment to Barton and Barton paid off the loan on 
the equipment.

Interviewed on K4/7/73 n( Pine Ridge, South Dakota Fi[p # MP 70-6806

SAs^WURICE E. PEARSON & THOMAS - SMS 4/10/73’
by~------------------------ J-----------------------------------------------------------_ -------------------------------- ----------------- .Dole dictated___________________________________

*

This document contains neither recommendations nor tonrhiMons ol the FBI. Il ts'the property o< the FBI ond is loaned Io your agency; 
it ond its contents ore not »o be distributed outside yuur ugenty. ■ »A
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

St

Dole of tronscriplion April 10, 1973

JEROME M. GLAZE, 3925 Canyon Lake Road, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, telephone number 342-5823, was interviewed by 
Bureau Agents at his residence. He was advised of the identities 
of the interviewing Agents by display of their FBI credentials. 
He was advised that the FBI wished to question him concerning the 
possible sale of heavy equipment to the Oglala Sioux Tribe on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation by Tribal Chairman DICK WILSON 
wherein WILSON kept the proceeds for his own personal use and 
GLAZE’s possible involvement in this sale. GLAZE was advised 
of his rights as stated on the Interrogation; Advice of Rights 
Form which he signed and thereby waived his rights.

GLAZE is a sales representative for the Dakota Leasing 
Company in Rapid City, South Dakota. Dakota Leasing does contracting 
work on the reservation as well as other independent contracting 
jobs. Dakota Leasing bids for contracts through competitive bids 
which are advertised in the newspaper. If Dakota Leasing is awarded 
a contract, they then subcontract the work to various subcontractors 
in the Rapid City area.

GLAZE hasknown DIC}{ WILSON for five or six years and they 
are friends. Just before WILSON was to be inaugurated as Chairman 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, WILSON called GLAZE and told him that he 
was in trouble and needed some help. ROBERT ISHAM, President of the 
First National Bank of Gordon, Nebraska, was in the process of 
foreclosing on a loan for equipment which he had purchased from 
an equipment company in Cheyenne, Wyoming, and the Chevrolet 
dealership in Martin, South Dakota. The equipment was a back hoe, 
a low boy, and a two-ton Chevrolet truck. GLAZE told WILSON that 
he would try to locate a buyer for the equipment.

GLAZE contacted ERNIE BARTON at Barton Masonry in Rapid 
City. BARTON told GLAZE if WILSON would bring the equipment to 
Rapid City for BARTON to inspect, he (BARTON) would consider 
purchasing the equipment. WILSON brought the equipment to Rapid 
City and left it at BARTON’s equipment yard. BARTON thereafter 
decided to buy the equipment. BARTON went to the First National 
Bank in Gordon, Nebraska, and paid off the loan on the equipment. 
The equipment was then titled over to BARTON.

lnJ\ lewed on 4/8/73 o( Rapid City, South Dakota^# MP 70-6806

VM SAs MAURICE E. PEARSON and ~ 9 -
k MARK E. CHRISTENSEN - SMS n , , 4/10/73by_______________ _ _____________ ____________________________________________________ .Date dictated_________ ' '__________________

Thh document contains nedher recommendations nor conclusions of Ihe FBI. 11 is Ihe properly of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency;
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. GEORGE WILSON was involved in this equipment deal 
but GLAZE is not sure to what extent. He believes-that the 
equipment was in GEORGE WILSON’s name and that the loan at the 
First National Bank was also in GEORGE WILSON’s name.

GLAZE has never received any money from the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe or from DICK WILSON. The only money he receives 
as a result of any work done for the Tribe is in the form of 
commissions paid to him as a sales representative of the Dakota 
Leasing Company. He located the buyer for the equipment which 
DICK WILSON had as a personal favor to DICK WILSON.

GLAZE gave no cash donations to DICK WILSON during his 
(WILSON’s) campaign for President of the Oglala Sioux Tribe. He 
did assist him in the conduct of the election campaign by talking 
with various ranchers who live on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota, and having them donate beef for ”pow wows” held on 
the reservation to help elect WILSON.

GLAZE has no knowledge of money being paid to DICK’s 
brother,’ JIM WILSON, for any type of consulting fees. .

DICK WILSON is the best tribal chairman the tribe has 
had in many years. DICK WILSON is not corrupt and is working for 
the benefit of the tribe.

All of GLAZE’s financial and tax records will be made 
available to the FBI by contacting A. C. THORSTENSON of Sayler, 
Thorstenson, and Company, Certified Public Accountants, Rapid 
City, S outh Dako ta.

- 10 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

(2) Date „2/27/73

Mre DONALD FREY* Barton Cem trim tion Company, 
South Highway 79, Rapid City. Smith Dakota, ws is&tcrviewd 
at ^hich tim he burnished the follmdisg infortaatioai

During' February. 1972, his ccm^asy purchased ’.V-
through the First Bssk, Oordea. ^©raska, yith ths :
aid of ROBERT President of this bmk, the follm^isg !'- ^’' 
heavy ©e^uixwmti .. ’,' '

1 * 1971JA tea Chwrolot flat»Md dun® truck* 
serial wsab&z C5531PX2M34, for $7,000

1 * 1970 Allies Chalkers flatched trailer, for . 
$2,000

1 * 1970 Allies Chakaors backtab aerial ss^®r ’ /A >j/ 
^fiioox .

FREY b@li@ws ths pric© of tha McMm to b® ISaSO©*- •■ • ?;>:V 
Kati^ml Bsssk of Smith Rapid City* Swth Basoii 

la holding the titles for th© truck aad trailer* ;

by Date dictated- 2/27/73 - ; .
- > - -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to ’ ’ '■
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ’ . ■ L •’
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF- INVESTIGATION

, ’’y ....... . ApriJ 10, -1973

1.7IxIEL 'r.AURAZCO,. 112. Post novdin, Rapid City, South 
Dakota (telephone nuiiiber 348-1247), ;>rovided the following 
inf onnat: on:

She has no definite information on facts concerning 
allegations against Tribal Chairman i)ICk ’..-1 The only
information she has heard has been rumors.

iniervi'hwed on 4/3/73________ a Rapid City, South Dakota Fi|P # HP 70-6806
V^As MAURICE E. PEARSON and - ’.2 -

by CTRTSl'l’l-JSEM - —Si.13__________________ Dole dictated 4/10/73

Ihls document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of Ihe FBI. 11 is Ihe property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency: 
W 682'h0nDocM?WWsn1ia,0ge^^,r'bU,0tI °U,5,d°
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dale of lronscrlpllon_—ApriLlO, 1973

MILDRED GILIAGO, Route 3, 
Dakota (telephone number 348-2678), 
information: .

Box 23, Rapid City, South 
provided the following

She is a member of the American Indian Movement (AIM) 
and is participating in an effort to have Tribal Chairman DICK 
WILSON impeached. During the early part of February, 1973, 
she went to the Barton Construction Company equipment yard 
with CLIFFORD LUCIO and BOB KILLS ENEMY. They saw equipment 
which they believed to belong to the Oglala Sioux Tribe. This 
equipment was a truck, low boy, and back-hoe. She obtained the 
serial numbers from this equipment and AARON DE SERSA has these 
serial numbers. •

ir^L,,.._ .. _____________ »• Rapid City, South Dakota^. _MP_70-6806
WsAs MAURICE E. PEARSOL' and- 13 -

■ MARK E„ CHRISTENSEN - SMS ; („„e4/10/73
’ - - - - - -

•his dofunu-nt rot * »■’/• '« Immohs oi th»- I’ kJ h t* <• «•». H'* i. locri-q to yot.« 'njency
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs MAURICE E. PEARSOM'and MARK E. CHRISTENSEN:

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH D.XKOTA

Attempts to locate CLIFFORD LUCIO through three 
different roofing contracting companies in Rapid City met with 
negative results. LUCIO has been characterized by persons with 
whom he has worked as being a translent-type individual who 
changes jobs very frequently and does not keep a permanent 
residence of any type.

Attempts to locate BOB KILLS ENEMY reflect that he is 
no longer in South Dakota. He is residing somewhere in Oklahoma 
and his exact location is not know. He is also characterized 
as being a translent-type individual.

Attempts to locate .AARON DE SERSA at the Avanti Motel 
met with negative results. Investigation disclosed that DE SERSA 
is also a transient-type person and it is unlikely that he will be 
available for interview.

- 14 -
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The follow Lnr, 
SA uAUXICE E. PE/KGOA':

investigation was conducted* by

— AT ^IbE HIDGE, COUTU DAKOTA

The equipment yard of the Oglala Sioux Tribe located 
at the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) equipment yard was phycially 
checked to determine if there was a back hoe tractor, a truck, or 
a low boy located in the equipment yard which bore the serial 
numbers and nomenclature of the equipment which was allegedly sold 
by Tribal Chairman DICK ’.JTJ.SOi! to the Barton Construction Company. 
The equipment was not located.

- 15 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

l

April 10, 1973
Dale of IronscrlpHon............ .....  .

A. C. THORSTENSON, Certified Public Accountants, Sayler, 
Thorstenson, and Company, 810 Quincy, Rapid City, South Dakota, 
provided the following information: ‘

He made the financial and income tax files of JERRY 
GLAZE available to SA PEARSON for review. The Federal income 
tax returns for JERRY GLAZE reflected the following information:

1972

GLAZE’s principal income is from the Dakota Leasing 
Company where he works in the capacity of a sales representative. 
His gross income was $16,033 wherein ne derived a net profit of 
$7539. '

He received interest income in the amount of $1223 from 
the United National Bank. This money which is on deposit at the 
United National Bank was the proceeds from life insurance which 
was paid to him upon the accidental death of his daughter in 1969.

. He also showed a loss of $5539 from an investment in 
the partnership of Kyle Liquor, Rapid City, South Dakota. His 
adjusted gross income for 1972 was $3223. ■

1971

GLAZE’s principal income was from the Dakota Leasing 
Company. He showed a gross income of $9820 wherein he derived 
a net profit of $520. ’

He showed interest income of $1223 from the United 
National Bank. He also showed a $3810 loss from an investment 
in the partnership of Kyle Liquor, Rapid City, South Dakota. His 
adjusted gross income showed a net .loss of $2067. -

1970

GLAZE’s principal income was from the Dakota Leasing 
Company. His gross income was $13,850 wherein he derived a net 
profit of $5851.

MP 70-6806

MARK E. CHRISTENSEN, - SMS ------------------------------ ....................- Dote dictated

This document coniauts n»«iiher <ecorrirnpudohoos nor conclusions <4 the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency. 
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2

He had interest income of ^1079 from the. Rushmore 
State Bank* This is also interest received from the life 
insurance proceeds.

He showed a $454 loss from his investment in the 
partnership of Kyle Liquor, Rapid City, South Dakota.

His adjusted gross income was $6476.

It should be noted that GLAZE has never used any of the 
life insurance money which was paid to him upon the accidental 
death of his daughter in 1969.

-17*-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION / •
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE Ob ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS MIlfNEAPOLIS
TITLE OFCASE' ’ ‘

RICHARD WILSON

DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

. 4/11/73 4/3 - 8/73
REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

SA MAURICE E. PEARSON|smo
CHARACTER OF CASE

CIR - FRAUD (DIVERSION OF OEO FUNDS)

REFERENCES: Minneapolis nitel to Albuquerque, 4/3/73.
Minneapolis airtel to Bureau 4/8/73.

P
LEADS

ALBUQUERQUE

AT ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO. Will report results of 
interview of JAMES J. WILSON.

MINNEAPOLIS

AT VERMILLION, MINNESOTA. Will report results of 
interview of FRANCIS KILLER.

AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA. Interview LOUIS TYON, #39 
Crazy Horse housing, for information he can furnish in this matter.

APPROVED

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED g^NONE ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:
CON VIC. FUG. FIN ES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □ YES SOno 

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS | | Y ES f^NO

IE
1

1
1
3

Agency
Dissemination Record of Attached Report

^ECI AL AGENT 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

Notations

MADE: '

L Bureau
- USA, Minneapolis
- USA, Pine Ridge
- Albuquerque
- WFO
- Minneapolis (70-6992)

Request Reed.

Date hwd.

How Fwd.

By



MP 70-6992

2. Interview IVAN BETTELYOUN, Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Fiscal Manager for information he can furnish in 
this matter.

3. Interview EMMA T. NELSON, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Treasurer, for information in this matter.

ADMINISTRATIVE

'4

- B -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: i _ USA, Minneapolis
1 - USA, Pine Ridge

Report of: SA MAURICE E. PEARSON
4/11/73

Field Office File #: 70-6992

Title: RICHARD WILSON

Office: Minneapolis

Bureau File #:

Character:

Synopsis:

CRIME ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION - FRAUD 
(DIVERSION OF OFFICE OF ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY FUNDS)

Investigation to date has failed to determine that 
subject has diverted monies from the Program Planning 
Office Account of the Office of Economic Opportunity. 
Investigation continues.

- P -

DETAILS:

This investigation is predicated upon an 
allegation by PEDRO BISSONETTE, American Indian 
Movement (AIM) leader inside the occupied Village of 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, that RICHARD WILSON had 
diverted the sum of $10,000 from the Program Planning 
Office Account of the Office of Economic Opportunity 
(0E0), to his brother, JIM WILSON as some type of 
consulting fee. JIM WILSON supposedly has never 
performed any such duties.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions,of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
NW W Wgw 372cy-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

_1 4/3/73

4/2/73
Interviewed on

GERALD ONE FEATHER, Oglala Sioux Tribal Chief . 
prior to RICHARD WILSON, Box 298, Oglala, South Dakota 
(telephone 867-5327), provided the following information:

Since RICHARD WILSON became president of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe in January, 1972, ONE FEATHER has been 
working with both the American Indian Movement (AIM) and the 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Council in an effort to improve the criminal 
justice system and the financial status of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe on the Pine Ridge Reservation.

ONE FEATHER suspects Chairman WILSON of many 
wrongdoings since becoming chief of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, 
but he has no direct proof or evidence which could be used 
against WILSON in a court of law. Since WILSON became 
president, he has suspended and fired many competent 
people who were associated with the Tribal Council because 
these people would not cooperate with WILSON in carrying 
out various “deal” which WILSON was trying to do.

WILSON suspended the Office of Economic Opportunity 
(OEO) Headstart Director HATTIE TWISS, because she would not 
cooperate with WILSON concerning the payment of approximately 
ten to fifteen thousand dollars to WILSON’S brother, JAMES 
J. WILSON, for some type of consulting fees he received 
through the Headstart program. TWISS can be located at the 
hospital in Gordon, Nebraska.

Since WILSON took office in January, 1972, the 
books and records for the Oglala Sioux Tribe have not been 
audited and according to several members of the Tribal 
Council, the records which are currently being kept are 
very inadequate.

During the ONE FEATHER administration, the 
accounting firm of Thorstenson and Saylor in Rapid City 
was responsible for auditing the books and records of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe. Also, an accountant named FRANCIS 
KILLER, who lives in Vermillion, South Dakota, and whose tele
phone number is 642-4 963, was xinder a contract with the Tribe . 
to do monthly accounting work for the Tribe. KILLER*s contract 
with the Tribe expired in October, 1972, and WILSON would not 
r’enew-diiTr ^contract-.----------------------------------------------

Oglala, South Dakota MP 70-6992
a t . File#______________________________

SA MAURICE E. PEARSON / smo 4/3/73
* 7____________ _  ,_____ „ _ „ ~ ____ , w _______ _______ __________ Date dictated

2
This decuman’ contains neither recon«crtend<»tvons nor conclusion*. of the FBI. h is the properly ol Ihe FBI and Is loaned Io your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be- distributed oukide your agency.
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__ The General Accounting Office (GAO) recently 
conducted an audit of the Oglala Sioux Tribe records. 
The results and findings of this audit were to be 
reported to Senator HENRY JACKSON of Washington State 
on April 2, 1973, in Washington, D.C. JACKSON is 
Chairman of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee.

IVAN BETTELYOUN, who was the Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Fiscal Manager until his resignation in December, 
1972, can furnish information to the FBI as to WILSON’s 
handling of financial matters of the Tribe. BETTELYOUN 
resigned because he did not agree with WILSON’s handling 
of financial matters and as a result of this, he and 
WILSON could not get along with each other. BETTELYOUN 
resides outside of Oglala, South Dakota, in a silver 
trailei’ house located two miles south of ONE FEATHER’S 
residence.

ONE FEATHER advised that if he can be of further 
assistance to the FBI, he will be more than willing to 
cooperate.

3
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/4/73

HATTIE TWISS, Rocky Fort Route, Porcupine, South 
Dakota, was interviewed at the Gordon Memorial Hospital, 
Gordon, Nebraska and provided the following information:

She was Director for the Office of Economic 
Opportunity (OEO) Headstart Program until October, 1972, 
at which time she resigned because of wrongdoings on the 
part of RICHARD WILSON, President of the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
(OST). WILSON was trying to get access to the Headstart 
funds which she controlled but she would not allow him 
access to the funds.

During the first part of October, 1972, she 
became ill and had to go into the hospital for a week. When 
she returned to work she discovered that WILSON had drawn 
$14,000 from the Headstart account. There was no allowance 
for this withdrawal at the Headstart project and WILSON 
would not account for what the $14,000 was spent for. The 
check that was written for the $14,000 bore HATTIE TWISS’ 
signature, but she did not sign the check. At this point, 
she was fed up with the way WILSON was operating and 
harrassing her, so she turned in her resignation.

She could furnish no details concerning the payment 
of $10,000 to $15,000 to WILSON’S brother, JAMES WILSON; 
however, FRANCIS KILLHl of Vermillion, South Dakota has 
the (btails surrounding this payment. KILLER was the 
accountant for the OST at the time this disbursement was 
supposedly made to WILSON’s brother.

There has been much wrongdoing on the part of 
DICK WILSON since he took office in April, 1972. He has 
continuously attempted to gain control of the various OEO 
funds, and used these funds for purposes which would not 
benefit the Sioux people.

DAVE LONG, vice president of the OST, can furnish 
additional information concerning wrongdoing on the part of 
RICHARD WILSON.

4/3/73 Gordon, Nebraska MP 70- 6 992
Interviewed on________________ ;________________ al File #

SA MAURICE E. PEARSON/mbw 4/3/73
Dole dictated — ----------- -------------- ----------------5------------------------------- ------------------------------

This document contains neither rocommendohons not conclusions of the FBI. It is the property o( the FP4 and is loaned Io your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed out'od*. your*«gency.
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TWISS advised that she will be willing to 
testify in this matter as WILSON is charged with the 
embezzling of funds from OST.

।

5
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Dole of tronscriplion 4/6/73

A.C.- THORSTENSON, Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 
and LEROY B. CATEL, CPA, partners in the firm of Sayler, 
Thorstenson and Company, Certified Public Accountants, 
810 ^incy Street, Rapid City (telephone 342-5630), 
provided the following information:

The accounting services which Sayler, Thorstenson 
and Company provide for th® Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST) 
are yearly audits of the following OST special programs:

1. Revolving Credit Fund - this fund borrows 
money from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and re-loans 
this money to various tribal enterprises and indivduals;

2. Short Term Loan Program - this fund makes 
small loans, usually less than $250, to individuals of 
the OST;

3. Land Acquisition Enterprise - this fund 
purchases land within the boundaries of the Pine Ridge 
Reservation.

The last audit conducted on the aforementioned- 
three funds was in June, 1972. The findings of all prior 
audits of these funds has always resulted in either a 
qualified or a disclaimer of opinion for the audit. The 
primary reason that all the audits have been qualified 
and/or disclaimer opinions is because of the tardiness 
of the recordkeeping of the above-three funds. However, 
a full-scale audit has always been conducted and in this 
capacity, the auditing standards and procedures which have 
been utilized would have uncovered any misappropriation, 
fraud or embezzlement which might have been taking place 
in these funds.

OST Chairman DICK WILSON has no control or for 
that matter any influence over the above funds and because 
of the nature of these funds and the checks and balances 
which are placed upon these funds, it is not likely that 
any irregularities might occur in these funds.

4/4/73 o, Rapid City, South Dakota #MP 60-6992
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Sayler, Thorstenson and Company does not audit the 
General OST Records, only the three aforementioned funds.

Sayler, Thorstenson and Company does the 
accounting and tax work for JERRY GLAZE. GLAZE works 
for the Dakota Leasing Company and Lakes Developing 
Company in the capacity of salesman. He also 
subcontracts construction projects through these two 
companies. THORSTENSON has known GLAZE for 22 years and 
has done GLAZE’s accounting and tax work for the same 
period of time. GLAZE is in no position financially to give 
DICK WILSON any money to help him win the election as 
President of the OST. THORSTENSON stated that in GLAZE’s 
current financial position, it would be impossible for 
him to give WILSON $10,000 to help finance a political 
campaign. GLAZE enjoys an honest and reputable 
reputation in the Rapid City community.

GLAZE is a long-time personal friend of DICK 
WILSON and has done some work for WILSON since he (WILSON) 
took office but GLAZE’s income has not seen a marked 
increase since WILSON took office.

THORSTENSON advised that he will contact GLAZE 
and advise him that as his accountant, he wishes to make 
available all tax returns and accounting records of 
GLAZE to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

THORSTENSON is willing to cooperate in any 
way with the l?ederal Bureau of Investigation in this 
matter.

9
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. ?t?-3O2 (REV. 11-27-70)

Dale o( tronscriplion April 1973

GEORGE WILSON, brother of Tribal Chairman DICK WILSON, 
Post Office Box 33, Whiteclay, Nebraska, furnished the following 
information:

he does not know anything concerning his brother, JIM 
WILSON, receiving $10,000 or* $15,000 as a consulting fee for work 
performed for the Oglala Siou?; Tribe.

If JIM had actually received this money, he would 
probably have knowledge of it as he and JIM are very close and 
keep in constant communication.

JIM WILSON is en route to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
from Albuquerque, Nev Mexico, and 'should be in Pine Ridge on 
April 7, 1973. He will have his brother, JIM, contact the FBI 
upon arrival in Pine Ridge.

Pine_Ridge, _ South Dakot$ile # MP 70-6992
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The following investigation was conducted by the 
Washington Field Office at Washington, D.C. :

On April 4, 1973, Mr. JOSEPH P. RATHER, JR., 
Assistant Director, General Accounting Office (GAO), 
Washington, D.C., advised GAO recently completed two 
projects involving the Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST) at 
the Pine Ridge Reservation.

The first project involved the transfer of land 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation and was completed on 
February 7, 1973, and is a restricted report per the order 
of Senator HENRY JACKSON of Washington State, Chairman of the 
American Indian Affairs Committee.

The second project concerns allegations made to the 
Senate Committee regarding misuse of Federal funds on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation. RATHER stated field work on this 
project is currently being prepared and upon completion, 
will be forwarded to Senator JACKSON’s committee and this 
report is also restricted.

RATHER anticipates to testify before Senator 
JACKSON’s committee regarding the aforementioned projects 
in the next few weeks and any release of these projects 
would have to come from Senator JACKSON.

I

9*
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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^.FD-20i (Kev. 3-3-59)
1

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: i _ USA, Minneapolis
1 - USA, Pine Ridge

’ Report of: SA MAURICE E. PEARSON
Date: April 11, 1973

Field Office File 70-6991

Office: Minneapolis

Bureau File #:

Title: RICHARD WILSON

Character: CRIME ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION - FRAUD
(INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE MATTER)

Synopsis: Investigation to date reflects that subject does not have 
access to Federal payroll taxes withheld from tribal 
employees. These funds are maintained in a special 
Oglala Sioux Tribe payroll account and the controls 
placed on this account are such that any discrepancies 
would immediately be reflected. . Investigation continues.

• - P -

DETAILS:

This investigation is predicated upon an 
allegation made by PEDRO BISSONETTE, American Indian 
Movement (AIM) leader inside the occupied Village of 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, that Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Chairman RICHARD WILSON has previously had access 
to Federal income taxes withheld from both Bureau of 
Indian ..ffairs (BIA) and tribal employees and has 
been diverting a portion of these funds to members of a 
"goon squad" in the form of salaries.

This dovunteat < lUams urah' i tc< omtw ndaiions nm < im> Iusu.hs of the FBI. It >s the pioperty of thr FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents 
at e not to be dis’i ibutvd ouisi'l** your agency. ,
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1 Pule ol Irnnscrlp’lon__ 4/3/73

CARMEL LOUISE MEANS (sister-in-law of BARBARA MEANS), 
Box 66, Porcupine, South Dakota, who is the Fiscal Manager for 
the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO), located at the Pine 
Ridge Airport, Pine Ridge (telephone 867-5831), provided the 
following information:

Her duties with OEO are restricted to the "Community 
Action Program" (CAP), which provides jobs and services to the 
poverty-stricken Indians of the Sioux Tribe. She signs checks 
and disburses funds from the CAP account. The only persons 
delegated to authorize a disbursement of monies from the CAP 
fund are the various Component Directors and upon the submission 
of various expenditures to the OEO by these Component Directors, 
the OEO Director for Pine Ridge, LELAND BEARHEELS, signs the 
final authorization for disbursement of funds from the 
CAP account.

DICK WILSON has no authority to authorize payments 
of monies from the OEO CAP fund account, however, he has 
authorized the payment in the sum of a salary to one of the 
members of his "goon squad" from the CAP payroll account. 
This person is identified as BEN RICHARDS, who is WILSON's 
personal bodyguard and driver. RICHARDS does not do any work 
whatsoever for OEO or CAP; he always works with WILSON. 
RICHARDS receives a salary of $13,000 a year from the OEO 
CAP fund.

DICK WILSON’s son, RICHARD WILSON, JR. is also on 
the OEO payroll of the "Community Service Center" (CSC). 
He is also a member of WILSON’s "goon squad" and does not 
actually do any work for the CSC. His salary is $4389 per 
year.

OEO has several small funds wherein the payroll 
.is paid at the Sioux Tribal Headquarters in Pine Ridge. 
The OEO Director (BEARHEELS) submits a time sheet for work done 
by employees on special projects and the designated fund will 
issue a check to the Sioux Tribe for the net salary plus any 
Federal or state withholding tax and state unemployment tax.

........... 4/2/73 , Pine Ridge, South Dakota :.l(. # MP 70-6991
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The tribe is supposed to file the appropriate Federal and 
state withholding tax reports and state unemployment 
tax reports and pay the taxes which were withheld from 
the employee’s salary from the monies, which is given 
to them by 0E0 from the specified special project fund. 
The Sioux Tribal Headquarters has not been filing these 
tax reports, ■

About one year ago, the' Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) came to Pine Ridge and audited the various 
small projects on which the tribe was supposed to file 
payroll tax reports. The IRS audit resulted in the CAP 
fund having to pay several thousand dollars in back payroll 
taxes for these various special projects which the tribe 
had failed to file payroll tax reports for. The tribe 
received the money from the CAP fund to pay these taxes 
but did not do so.

The special projects heretofore referred to 
wherein OEO submitted monies to the tribe for salaries 
plus withholding tax are the "Community Action Program", 
"Parent-Child Center", and "Headstart,"

Beginning March 27, 1973, the day WILSON'S "■ '
set up a roadblock to prevent food from entering Wouiv'^d 
Knee, several of WILSON’s men began signing charge tickets 
at the Sioux Nation Shopping Center for groceries to L/C 
used by WILSON’s "goon squad" at the roadblock. These 
charge tickets are to be paid out of the OEO "Emergency 
Food and Medical Services Fund" (EFMSF). The persons who 
have signed for groceries and charged them to the EFMSF 
but who are not authorized by OEO to do so are:
1) ANTHONY BRAVE; 2) DELORES APMJE; 3) TIM SHANGRE5DX, 
These three persons should not be spending money out cf 
the EFMSF account. The total amount expended for grocer?.es ' 
on March 27, 28 and 29, 1973, by the above-mentioned persons 
is $127.19. None of these people work for OEO,

The original documents pertaining to the aforementioned 
unauthorized purchase of groceries and all of the time sheets for 
BEN RICHARDS and RICHARD WILSON, JR., are maintained by 
CARMEL MEANS and will be made available to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation upon request.
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1 4/6/73
Dato of transcription__

SUSAN PERRINE, Revenue Officer, Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS), 520 Kansas City Street, Rapid City, provided 
the following information: ’

Since the DICK WILSON administration came into 
power in April, 1972, the Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST) hus 
conducted their businesswith the IRS in the most efficient 
manner in many years.

The OST has a quarter payroll of approximately 
$400,000. In April, 1972, at the onset of the WILSON 
Administration, the IRS conducted a payroll tax audit 
of the OST as the OST had not filed a quarterly payroll 
tax report for over a year prior to April, 1972. The 
results of the IRS audit resulted in the OST being 
assessed approximately $250,000 plus interest for back 
payroll taxes prior to the period April, 1972.

WILSON was very cooperative with the IRS in 
furnishing the payroll records for the tribe in order 
that the audit could be efficiently conducted. The 
records which WILSON furnished were maintained on a 
computer system which was done by Sayler, Thorstenson 
and Company,. Certified Public Accountants, 310 Quincy 
Street, Rapid City, South Dakota.

The OST is now on a weekly depositary system 
wherein they pay the exact amount of payroll taxes from 

' the special Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) 
programs into a special OST payroll account maintuiAV’d 
at the Stockmens National Bank in Rushville, NGbx’askh. 
The exact amount of the payroll tax is now being timely 
filed in the form of Depositary Receipts each week. Under 
this system, the checks and balances are such that any 
unauthorized use of monies in this special payroll 
account would show up as a deficit balance in the special 
payroll account at the Stockmens National Bank. The 
OEO special program payroll, which checking accounts ;.re 
maintained at the First National Bank, Gordon, Hebrank.*', 
were also in arrears for the period prior to April, 1972. 
These, accounts were also audited by IRS and these various

4/4/73 Rapid City, South Dakota 70-6991

SA MAURICE E. PEARSON / smo

4 

ih.-. ri- ........ ,, . of th. r:.’.

NW 68262 Oocld:32989686 Page 385



2 
MP 70-6991

OEO payrolls were assessed back payroll taxes amounting 
to approximately $250,000 plus interest.

KEN KRUGER, Revenue Officer for the Soixh 
Dakota State Unemployment Security Department. Rj .ia 
City, also conducted a payroll audit of the OST 
behalf of the State of South Dakota. The- State •• ? 
South Dakota also assessed the OST. for bacu payroll 
taxes, prior to the period April, 1972. PKT" = HE 
not provide any definite information or e.x.'.c • f 
contained in the IRS files located in E.apre ' lir, If 
the FBI desires access to the entire IRS fi? 1- 
matter, the Director, FBI,'must go through ' ..S Co.-v.ssioner
in Washington, D.C. , and formally request t-- o the file.

The exact amount of payrol tax lie.- wh'.ch were 
placed upon the OST for back payroll taxes p. • x? to the 
period April, 1972, can be located at the Cov. ,:y Court House 
located at Hot Springs, South Dakota, under tne caption 
"Tax Liens - Shannon County."

5*
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

MP 176-87 - , • -
V

Date February 17, 1973

A confidential source was contacted at 9j00 a.m., 
February 17, 1973* He stated that he has contacts in the 
American Indian Movement group who are located in Rapid 
City at the present time and they expec ed him to arrive on 
February 16, 1973, He desired to remain anonymous with the 
Minneapolis Office, He said he would contact the writer by 
telephone. He accompanied the writer on a tour of Rapid City 
at which time the Mother Butler* s Center was pointed cut 
to him. At 11:00 a.m., he went to the Mother Butler Center. 
At 11:45 a.m., he was recontacted and said he was able to 
make contact with the American Indian Movement group and had 
visited with RUSSELL MEANS 9 and some others whose names he 
did not know. Ha understood from visiting with these men 
that some of their associates, Indians, had been in a fight 
last night and had been beaten by other Indians. He did not 
know if this had anything to do with their group movement. 
A man was introduced to him as AIM's candidate for President 
of the Tribal Council at Pine Ridge. It was his understanding 
that this man would be in charge following next Thursday’s 
hearing to oust Tribal Council President RICHARD WILSON. 
Someone said that DENNIS BANKS would return from Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, this afternoon. He did not learn of any group 
plans at this contact.

He stated he would visit with these men again 
this afternoon. He viewed photographs of persons arrested 
at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973, and indicated 
of those he knew only RUSSELL MEANS, DENNIS BANKS, and 
CLYDE BELLEGOURT. The picture of PETER BEARSTOPS appears to 
be that of a man observed by him at Mother Butler Center.

He advised that when he went to the Mother 
Butler Center, he was accosted by an Indian who was wearing 
a red armband and this man was identified as a member of an 
Indian security force* After he identified himself, as a 
friend of RUSSELL MEANS, DENNIS BANKS,' ET AL., from Washington 
D. G., he was allowed to go on into the center. While in the 
center, he observed chair legs and table legs, which apparently 
are available to be used as clubs. He said thate were a large 

------qu.anfcity-.o£-£hQse--pr^^^ he would, say .there may ba 6 to

On 2/17/73 Rapid City, South Dakota pi1o # MP 157-1509■

by SA BRYAH J. MOSEK/mlf Dale dictalod 2/17/73
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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Date February 18, 1973

A confidential source was interviewed from 11:00 p.m., 
February 17, 1973, to 1:30 a.m., February 18, 1973, at which 
time he furnished the following information which he received 
in contact with RUSSELL-MEANS.

MEANS stated that the American_Indiaxi-Mavement. (AIM) 
group has been invited to the PedpIes^Republic of China j 

owever, they have been so busy they have not been able to go.
He expects that sometime during this next spring that 10 or 11 

Cn /y of their representatives will visit the Peoples Republic of 
'^Ll^^Chinae

A majority of the chapters and the membership of 
AIM are people located on reservations throughout the United 
States. MEANS advised that to say the Indians have declared 
war would be just mouthing a fact. The Indians have been 
at war with the white man since the first treaty was broken, 
which he said was practically before the ink was dry.

He mentioned that there was discrimination in the 
dissemination of Rapid City Disaster money and HUD money on 

the Pine Ridge Reservation and that HUD investigators plan to 
be at Pine Ridge next Tuesday, February 21, 1973.

He discussed the impeachment proceedings of
RICHARD HILSON and said that they were being brought about by 
three councilman who are not AUi members. Also AIM is very 
much interested in having WILSON impeached.

AIM is not trying to infiltrate or subvert any 
tribal group or any other organisation. He said AIM members 
vote with their bodies and not with their minds. He, MEANS, 
intends to run for president 6f the tribal council. One of 
AIM’s goals is to throw cut the Indian Reorganisation Act of 
1934 which makes the Secretary of Interior Ucur gcd.”

He said Indian people are forced into a situation 
where they have to force white people to come to the negotiation 
table, then promises are made which fall to come true.

On 2/18/73 ; af Rapid City, South Dakota # MP 157-1509

by SA BBYM J. K0GEH/mj£Dal0 diotated 2/18/73
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; .it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

MP 176-87 Date February 19, 1973

A confidential source has furnished the following 
inforcoationt

Ha advised on February 19, 1973B that he had 
conversation cn February 18, 1973, with WALLACE BLACK ELK, 
American Indian Movement Spiritual Director, from Denver, 
Colorado, who is in Rapid City with his wife, who is a native 
of the Rapid City Reservation* WALLACE BLACK ELK advised that 

V DAVIDxLONG, is the vice-president of the_^^balJJcmcil_at 
) Bind Ridge* would be acting as fhe~Presideht during impeachment 
h/^dceedings involving RICHARD WILSON. BLACK ELK said that 
z at this time LONG would order law enforcement agencies such 

as Bureau of Indian Affairs officials and marshals to leave 
the reservations, which would allow the American Indian 
Movement people to coma to the reservation unmolested.

BLACK ELK spake of a victory dance which he 
anticipates will be held early next week.

On 2/19/73 Rapid City* South Dakota Pi1p # W 157-1509

by _SA_maBUt..mWmj£_________________ Date dictated 2/19/73
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed1 otft ide your agency. . . '• .
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MP 176-87 Date February 23,- 1973

A confidential source furnished the following 
information at midnight, February 22, 1973. He spent the 
entire day at Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and attended a meeting 
concerning suspension of RICHARD WILSON as Tribal President. 
He learned nothing during the day concerning proposed plans 
on the part of American Indian lavement (AIM) personnel. He 
estimated there were 700 Indians in attendance after this 
proceeding was moved into Billy Mills Hall.

After returning to Rapid City he went up to 
Mother Butler Center and was again given the impression 
from various comments that AIM people in Rapid City did 
not intend to go to Pine Ridge until a determination was 
made in the WILSON matter. He observed a number of new 
faces at Mother Butler Center and described the atmosphere 
as hostile. He was challenged as he entered the Center 
and it took him some time before he got into the office. 
There was some discussion about possible eviction from 
the Center and one Indian said they would burn the Center 
if they were evicted. He observed a Mwoal on the desk 
which was titled “Liberation Plan“ but was unable to lo'ok 
at it closely.

' At 7 s 30 a»m.» February 23, 1973, the Informant 
departed Mother Butler Center with three, possibly four, 
Indians in his vehicle. He had indicated on the previous 
evening that he was going to be in Pine Ridge as of 10:00 a.m. 
His vehicle was kept under surveillance to the Hermosa, South 
Dakota crossroads on United States Highway 79.

On 2/22/73 at. Rapid City, South Dakota Fiin # MP 157-1509

' by SA BRYAN J. MOGEN/m^f___________________Date dictated —2/23/23_______
This document contains neither recommendations nor conflusTons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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resources should stay here and should be made available to 
the people in the Western Hemisphere. .

__  AIM support of impeachment of President of Oglala 
Tribe:

’’RICHARD WILSON receives direct support from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Department ot Interior and 
AIM has made its goal and objective to oust the BIA from 
interfering with tribal business, with governing tribal 
business, running our business, dictating. This is what the 
presidency ot the Oglala Sioux is doing right now. He’s 
dictating policy, he’s didating procedures, laws, he has 
total disregard for civil rights or treaty rights. As a 
result of that we have taken a direct stand to oppose the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in their puppet Government on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 1 tnink that the Pine Ridge 
Reservation, the people there, are very mucn dissatisfied with 
the puppet Government, the colonialistic Government chat the 
£lA has set up out there, and 1 think, one ot the reasons, ot 
course, • ■ that they have decided co call aim tor support is 
that they are being neglected, even by the tritai president. 
Our stand will continue against the Government to oust them 
from Indian attains.

Future plans of AIM to B1a:

“AIM is going to increase its activity against che 
Government. We re going to increase our stand against colonialistic 
Governments, we’re going to increase our opposition to any of their 
puppet dictators from coming to the reservation. I think that 
this is primarily an area where the people in the east do not 
understand how the tribal Governments work, that they’re set up 
by the Governmert and they are dictating policy. Just recently 
as a matter of fact, in the past 30 days, the Cheyenne River 
Sioux became very angry at this type of system and they voted 
to challenge the districting of the Government in trying to 
eliminate \a lot of grass roots Indians, a lot of full-blood 
Indians from the tribal council, and so the Cheyenne River Sioux 
voted within themselves to challenge it and they won, and now 
you have the Cheyenne River Tribal Council composed of at least 
more than 75% of its members who are grass roots Indians, who are 
full-bloods, and who are now going to try and dictate back to the 
Government how they want this system to operate, and the Government 
is very upset that the Cheyenne River Sioux took this stand and 
of course, they did everything in its power to try and discredit

- BB - '
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On February 14, 1973, source advised he had determined 
that a caravan of about 340 people^drove to Sturgis, Sputh-.Dakota, 
to attend the hearing of HAROLIMWHITE HORSE. When the caravan 
arrived at the courthouse, they'’f ound that the building had 
been blockaded with snowplows and elements of the South Dakota 
State Patrol were present.

Discussions followed and about four or five American 
Indian Movement (AIM) spokesmen were permitted inside the 
courthouse. These included DENNIS BANKS, RUSSELL MEANS and 
some of the news media. At this point a judge asked for the 
identities of the news media representatives and upon 
not identifying themselvesj the judge ordered the press outside 
the courthouse, stating that they exaggerate, cause ill feelings 
and increase bitterness.

The source determined that bond for WHITE HORSE 
was reduced to $15,000 and that AIM considered it to be a 
successful operation.

After the hearing, the caravan returned to Rapid 
City, South Dakota, where about 40 Indians were being ’’tried” 
concerning distruction of taverns which had occurred on an 
earlier date. Following this trial, source determined that 
approximately one half of the Indian cases were dismissed 
and the remainder of the persons were put on probation to 
Indians.

Meetings were held in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
on February 12, 1973, which concerned, in part, attempts to get 
the American Indian Movement commission to operate. Rapid 
City spokesman noted that AIM demands could be met if no more 
Indians arrived in town and if the non-local Indians left town. 
DENNIS BANKS stated that under no conditions would AIM 
be intimidated either as a group or on an individual 
basis. He stated that ”We are staying.”

On February 13, 1973, the Indian caravan started for the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota to attend impeach
ment proceedings against RICHARD/^ELSON, Chairman of the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe. WILSON is describe^as an arcE'enemjTT  ̂
Americah~~Indian Movements. The source advised that WILSON is 
being impeached by the tribal council who had invited the 
American Indian Movement to witness the proceedings. WILSON 
is reported to have stated that with respect to AIM that 
he will ’’shoot ’em on sight.” Following the impeachment 
proceedings, AIM was to be given a buffalo by the tribal 
council for there use in thier upcoming victory dance.

„ _ ee -
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MP 176-87

On February 22, 1973, source advised that he had 
been instructed by the leadership of the American Indian 
Movement to further American Indian activities in Nebraska 
through the United Indians of Nebraska which is a front 
organization for AIM and whose primary activity in the future 
would be fund raising. Source further advised that the leader
ship of AIM is concerned about a serious leak of information, 
along the top eight leaders. Source stated that he was 
instructed by DENNIS BANKS through CARTER CAMP to proceed 
to Houston, Texas, on February 23, 1973, via Oklahoma City. 
Source advised that CAMP would ride with him as far as Oklahoma 
City where he would remain until the source returned from 
Houston, Texas. He statedjie was instructed by CAMP to 
contact Doctor MELVIN DJrSlKES, JR., Prafe.s.s.or—of—Educational 
Psychology,__University pf . Texas.-at Austin, .Texas._ He was to 
meet SIKES on February 24, 1973. He advised he was unaware 
of the reason for meeting with SIKES, however, it was indicated 
to him that he was to pick up something from SIKES and return 
to Nebraska where he would turn it over to CONNI£^MARTINEZ, 
a Chicano, who is active at Scottsbluff, Nebraska', and Rapid 
City, South Dakota. He stated that-he would meet; MARTINEZ 
at Lincoln, Nebraska, on February 27, 1973. '

Source added that AIM intends to impeach RICHARD WILSON 
from his job as the Tribal Council President after which he 
will probably be murdered. He advised that tJlLSON would not 
be harmed prior to impeachment as AIM would not have the 
sympathy of the other Indians on the reservation.

Source stated two cases of guns had arrived at a 
small landing field near Steamboat Rock and DeValley, northwest 
of Rapid City, South Dakota. He did not know what became of the 
guns or who paid for them. He advised that DENNIS BANKS had 
received $1,500 contribution from someone in Canada and that 
other funds for AIM in Rapid City through church contribution 
and small contributions from AIM members and sympathizers in 
Rapid City and Custer, South Dakota.

Source advised that he had heard that a confrontation 
would take place in the near future in Tucson, Arizona, to 
protest the slaying of a 16-year old Indian youth by Arizona 
Police.

- 00 - 
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FD-263 (Rev. 1-7-72)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST iGATION

’4
REFERENCE: Minneapolis report of SA JOHN E. MC CARTY, 3/12/75.

REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS

DATE

3/19/75

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

3/5/75 - 3/19/75
TITLE OF CASE
ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, aka,

REPORT MADE BY

SA JOHN E. MC CARTY
jTYPED BY

| lec
Richard- Wilson, Dick-Wilson: 
DUANE’BREWER;
LE ROY JANIS, aka,
Sunshine Janis;
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;

(CONTINUED)

CHARACTER OF CASE

CIR - ADW
( !1 x !i ■

- P - ' . •
i

ADMINISTRATIVE: An extra copy of this report was disseminated to 
Departmental Attorney DENNIS ICKES, Civil Rights 

Division, Indian Section, U.S. Department of Justice, Room 604, , N
Todd Building, Washington, D.C., at Rapid City, South Dakota. i

/i। 
An extra copy of this report was prepared for !

Minneapolis Division due to complicated nature of current interrelated 
investigations concerning a variety of incidents on the Pine R.idge 
Indian Reservation.

Departmental Attorney DENNIS ICKES advised a special 
Federal Grand Jury will be convened on 3/18/75 to investigate this and

CASE HAS BEEN;
— ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED X~ NONE ACQUIT- 

TALSCONVIC. 1 FUG.
1

FINES j SAVINGS RECOVERIES

i
1
! '•

r ... ... I ...................... l_

IN CHARGE
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v Bureau „
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1-Departmehtal Attorney Dennis
Ickes," Rapid City, South Dakota 

USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Minneapolis (70-9729)

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency / F^7^
JU. qi tool Reedr*

Date Fwd.

• "wd. s'
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PENDING OVER ONE YEAR rjYES . VINO 
PENDING PROSECUTION
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MP 70-9729

Title of Case (Continued)

WILLIAM R0SSM00RE - VICTIM; 
MARTHA COPLEMAN - VICTIM; 
ROGER A. FINZEL - VICTIM; 
KATHERINE JAMES - VICTIM; 
EDA GORDON - VICTIM;
BERNARD B. ESCAMILLA - VICTIM

ADMINISTRATIVE (Continued)

and other Pine Ridge related incidents.

Period includes date prior to that of referenced 
report to include FD-302 not available at time referenced 
report prepared.

LEAD

MINNEAPOLIS

. AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Will follow and report prosecutive action.

B*
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FD-204^(Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS. .CE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - Departmental Attorney Dennis Ickes,
Copy to: Rapid City, South Dakota

1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of: SA JOHN E. MC CARTY Office: MINNEAPOLIS
Date: MARCH 19, 1975

Field Office File 70-9729 Bureau File #:

Title: ORLIN WAYNE WILSON;
DUANE BREWER;
LE ROY JANIS;
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
WILLIAM R0SSM00RE - VICTIM;

X2C&&XX MARTHA COPLEMAN - VICTIM; 
ROGER A. FINZEL - VICTIM; 
KATHERINE JAMES - VICTIM;

XS^&X EDA GORDON - VICTIM;
BERNARD B. ESCAMILLA - VICTIM '

Character: CRIME ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION - 
ASSAULT WITH A DANGEROUS WEAPON

Synopsis: WILLIAM ROSSMOORE furnished affidavit regarding 
his experiences at Pine Ridge. MAX IBOCH advised 
bullet fired in van fired from inside to outside. 
MONA MONTGOMERY advised she does not want to talk 
about AIM and claimed no weapons in her vehicle. 
LOU J. MENDOZA denies personal knowledge of assault 
on victims. Special Federal Grand Jury convened 
3/18/75 to hear facts concerning this case. JOHN 
MEANS provided no information re assault on Wounded 
Knee Committee personnel.

- P -

DETAILS

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

On March 17, 1975, THOMAS GRADY, Civil Rights 
Division, Department of Justice, made available to 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge (ASAC) PHILIP F. 
ENLOW the following copy of an affidavit furnished 
to the Attorney General by WILLIAM ROSSMOORE.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) ' ■ • . . ’
' )ss. Stamford ■ . . ■ .

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) . ‘ , -

WILLIAM ROSSMOORE of full age being ’duly sworn according 

to law deposes and says: ‘ • •

1. • Tam an attorney and counselor at law admitted to prac

tice in the States of New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut and before the Supreme Court of the United States, 

United States Courts of Appeals for the Second, Third and - 

Fourth Circuits, United States District Courts for the Southern 

and Eastern Districts of New York, District of New Jersey and 

the District of Connecticut. I was first admitted to the Bar 

in February 1948 and have been practicing law ever since. I . 

now reside in Stamford, Connecticut, and my principal office 
- -

A

is in that city and state. I am 56 years of age.
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2. Sometime in the late summer or fall of 1974 1 was asked 

by the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee (WKLDOC 

hereinafter) whether I would be willing to represent a defendant 

in one of the many cases then pending in the State and Federal 

Courts growing out of the events which occurred at Wounded Knee 

on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in the winter and spring 

of 1973, My name had come to WKLDOC as a lawyer with considera- 

able civil trial experience who occasionally undertook cases 
t 

in the public interest and as one who could afford from time to 

time to take such cases without fee. I told the Committee that 

I would be willing to take such a case, provided that its timing 

would fit into my schedule. Prior to this time, and other than 

in connection with the events to be recited herein, I have had 

no connection with or involvement with WKLDOC or with the 

American Indian Movement (AIM hereinafter). .

■ 3/ Early in February 1975 I received a call from WKLDOC 

saying that they had a case which was scheduled to come to trial 

on March 3, 1975. They asked if I would be available to try 

this case and I said that I would. The case turned out to be 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA vs. BERNARD BRAVO ESCAMILLA in the 

United States District Court for the District of South Dakota, 

Western Division, No. CR 73~5138’. In this case the defendant

3
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Mr. Escamilla is charged under indictment, in so far as is 

pertinent to the events,herein, with taking at gunpoint -a pocket 

knife, a watch valued at approximately $30 and $5 cash from one 

Charles Merrill on March 11, 1973 at Wounded Knee, South Dakota 

on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. While the case is docketed 

in the South Dakota District, it was scheduled to be tried, 

because of a prior change' of venue, at the United States Court 

House in Council Bluffs, Iowa. However, pre-trial motions were 

scheduled for Thursday, February 27, 1975 in Rapid City^ South 

Dakota before Judge Andrew W. Bogue. 
• *

4\ In order to prepare for the trial scheduled for March 3, 1975 

and the motion scheduled for February 27, 1975 I went out to 

Council Bluffs on Monday, February 24, 1975 to meet with the 

resident attorney .. and legal workers who had been doing backround 

work on all of the cases resulting Jtrom ■- the Wounded Knee events 

of two years earlier and also to meet my prospective client, 

the defendant Mr. Escamilla. In Council Bluffs I spent two 

days of■intensive work with Martha Copieman, a member of the. . 

New Jersey Bar and with Katherine James, a legal worker, both 

of whom had done a great amount of preliminary preparation for 

the Escamilla case as well as other ’’Wounded Knee” cases. I 

also met with Mr. Escamilla for the first time. I determined
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that in order adequately to prepare for trial it would be. highly 

advisable for me to visit the scene of the alleged events at 

Wounded Knee and also' to have further investigative work done 

on the Pine Ridge Reservation. I was. told by Ms. Copieman 

and Ms. James that a lawyer and a legal worker were available 
X

on the Reservation to do this investigative work. X happen 

also 'to be a pilot holding a commercial pilot license and 

accordingly determined to rent a plane at Council fluffs on 

Wednesday, February 26 and fly up to Rapid City with thedefen^" 

dant and^Ms. Copleman^and Ms. James), with a stop at Pine Ridge 

which has an airport on the way from Council Bluffs to Rapid 

City where we would meet with the local attorney and legal . 

worker and view the scene of the events at Wounded Knee.

5. Accordingly on Wednesday, February 26, 1975 I rented a 

Cherokee Six from James Niebur,. the owner or manager of the 

fixed'base operator at the Council Bluffs Airport. We took 

off from Council Bluffs at 10:50. A.M. Central Daylight Time 

that morning and after stopping for fuel at Ainsworth, Nebraska 

landed at Pine Ridge at approximately 1:45 to 1:50 P.M. Mountain 

Daylight Time. There we were met by Roger Finzel who I under-', 

stood is a member of the Bars of Washington, D.C. and South 

Dakota and Eda Gordon, a legal-worker, both.of whom I under

stood were working on the Pine Ridge Reservation on behalf 

of WKLDOC. Ms. Gordon left us for a time and Mr. Finzel drove

■ ’ . * t■ • *
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Mr. Escamilla, Ms. Copieman, Ms. James and myself to Wounded 

Knee, about 17 miles away, where we spent sometime over an hour 

walking and driving around the scenes where the 1973 events ” 

were alleged to have occurred. Ms. Gordon rejoined us at 

Wounded Knee and the six of us then drove back in Mr. Finzel’s 

car with Mr. Finzel driving to the airport at Pine Ridge. 

When we arrived there we found that the airplane which I had 

rented was riddled with bullet holes. I made’a-hurried inspec

tion of the airplane and. found multiple’ holes in the. windows 

on the right side and marks on the right wings and fuel tanks 

located therein, I decided that the airplane should not be . 

flown until its air worthiness was determined by a competent 

certified aviaton mechanic. Accordingly we loaded our baggage 

including numerous legal files which we had brought along for 

preparation of the pre-trial motion- scheduled the next day 

in Rapid City, into Mr. Finzel’s car with the intention of firs: 

reporting the damage to the airplane to the local police in 

person and to Mr. Niebur by telephone and then driving to Rapid 

City. The car was an Oldsmobile convertible, two door, approxi

mately nine or ten years old., Mr. Finzel was in the driver’s 

*1 
seat,- I was in the right front and between us was Ms. Gordon. 

Immediately behind me was Mr. Escamilla, with Ms. Copieman - 

in the left rear and Ms. James in the middle.

6
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We started to drive out of the airport.but before reaching the 

road (which I believe runs from Pine Ridge toward Wounded 

Knee) where we intended to make a left turn toward Pine Ridge, 

our way was suddenly blocked by a car which pulled up in front 

of us. At the same moment ten or fifteen other cars pulled

into the airport entirely blocking us on all sides. It being 

very cold our windows were closed and as the car which immediate-j 

ly blocked us came to a stop I saw a man get on the front hood, ! 

facing us and pointing a shotgun at us. Mr. Finzel said to I

lock the car which we did and we were approached on both sides '

by several men. Almost immediately there was a crowd of about 

thirty men around us.' One of the first men to emerge from the
• ' ■ ' j'

cars which had pulled up was a man identified to me by, and 1

known to, all of the other occupants of our car, as Richard
■ ■ ■ i

Wilso.n, the Tribal Chairman of the Tribal Government on the ; 

Pine Ridge Reservation whom I recognized from pictures of him 

which I had seen in a publication entitled "Voices from Wounded 

Knee 1973" published in 1974 by AKWESASNE NOTES, Mohawk Nation, 

via Rooseveltown, New York 13683, ISBN 0-914838-01-6,

Library of Congress Catalog Number 74-82402. The men who came 

up to the left side of the car shouted "open up". Mr. Finzel ■* 

asked them what they wanted. They said they wanted to talk. .
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Mr. Finzel said "you can talk through the closed door and I 

can hear you". At this moment at least two men started slashing 

through the roof of the convertible with knives and in- a very 

few seconds ripped off the entire roof of the car. As that 

happened I unlocked the door on my side and I believe Mr, Finzel 

did the same on his side. Thernen on the front, of the car on 

the left side then said to Finzel that he had been involved *

in some incident at the court house in Pine Ridge (which I 

later learned had taken place at the very time that we were, 

at Wounded. Knee’ some 17 miles, distant) . ' Finzel said "you can • ♦

ask Dick Wilson, he knows I wasn't there". At this point' 

Wilson came over and Finzel said to him words to the effect 

"you know I wasn’t at the- court house' today". Wilson did not 

reply to Finzel but said to the men next to him "stomp on him". 

With' that at least two men got on the hood of the car and kick- 

'ed inr the windshield and at least two men got on the back of 

the car and kicked in the back window. The men up front started 

to kick Finzel in the head. Ms. Gordon tried to protect Finzel 

and she also was kicked in the head. The men on the left tried 

to drag Finzel out of the car through the left side and were 

unable to do so and then they and/or others pulled at him from » 

the right and in the course of this I was forced out of the 

car and hit and kicked. When the events started 1 had a legal . 

attache’ --

- ' ' . -8
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case in my hand and this was still in my hand when I got out 

of the car. I started to walk toward the rear of the car and 

saw Wilson at the same time, that I was being shoved, hit, kicked 

and pushed by another man. I called to Wilson, "are you in 

charge here?" hoping to tell him that I was a lawyer doing work 

in connection with a case and to prevail upon him to stop the 

violence. Wilson did not reply but made a motion to the man ’ 

who had been shoving mes upon which the man kicked and hit me 

again and knocked me into a ditch at the rear of the car which 

was covered partly with mud and partly with ice. This man 

said "you wait over there and they'll get you later". When I 

got up from being knocked into the ditch I saw Mr. Escamilla on 

the ground on the right side of the car being kicked by several 

men. After several minutes more during which time Mr, Escamilla 

and Mr. Finzel-/ continued to be beaten a somewhat older man, 

■■.an’Indian,■ motioned Mr. Finzel';', and Mr. Escamilla to get back > •

into the car and I came back across the ditch and was allowed ’ 

to get in. Mr. F.inzel:. .. was too injured to drive and Mr, 

Escamilla got into the drivers seat. The car-, which had been 

blocking us moved out of the way and we were allowed to leave 

the scene. As we left we heard shouts of "get off the reserva

tion" and "don't you ever come back". Mr. Escamilla drove and 

we left the Reservation as fast as we could. Because of the col
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we could not drive the totally open car all the way to Rapid 

City and we eventually stopped at a place which is unknown to 

me where the others arranged to get two other cars with . 

drivers who drove us to the Rapid City Regional Hospital in 

Rapid City where we arrived at approximately 10:00 P.M. local 

time. While still in Mr. Finzel’:s car I was seated in the ■ 

right front seat with Ms. Gordon in the middle. ,1 observed 

one of her hands bleeding badly and gave her my handkerchief to 

wrap around it. I was later told that her hand was cut when one 

of the men who attacked us at Pine Ridge was cutting MrFinzel’s 

s hair with a knife and Ms. Gordon tried to stop him. . .

6. ..At Rapid City Regional Hospital the four of us who had been 

injured, Mr. LFinzel,., Ms. Gordon, Mr. Escamilla, and myself 

checked into the emergency room where we were each examined 
■ * ’ J • • •

by physicians. 1 was feeling great pain in the left shoulder 

which had begun to swell. ’ I was also feeling great pain in • 

the right knee and was finding it difficult to walk. I also 

had pain in the right thumb, the neck and the lower back. 

Multiple x-rays were taken of all these sites of complaint and 

fortunately no fractures or dislocations were found. All of 

us except Mr. Escamilla were released from the hospital that 

night, with Finzel-., and myself being given medicine for pain 

relief and I was given a sling for my left arm. Mr. Escamilla

10
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remained in the hospital at least until Friday, ■ February 28,1975 

The rest of us went to the /-Alex’Johnson-Hotel ..in Rapid, 

City where we spent the .night,

7. The next morning, Thursday, February 27 I woke up feeling 

great pain in the left shoulder,being barely able to move the 

left arm and also found it extremely difficult to walk since 

my right knee would barely support me. I had had an athletic - 

injury to this knee in July 1971 and had an operation for the 

removal of the mddial ministus in August 1971. The beating 

which I had received at Pine Ridge evidently re-activated this 

old injury site. The five of us,'other than Mr. Escamilla, 

went that morning to the United States Court House in Rapid 

City and gave full statements to agents of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation who told us that they would ’’investigate the 

matter”,. We asked that Wilson be arrested but got no response 

other than the promise to investigate. Ms. Copieman, Ms.. James 

and I also accompanied two agents of the F.B.I^ to the Rapid 

City Regional Hospital where they interviewed Mr. Escamilla 

in our presence and took a full report from him as to the events 

that occurred the proceeding day. That same day we also went 

before Judge Bogue in connection with Mr. Escamilla’s case. 

Judge Bogue adjourned the pre-trial motion to March 19, 1975 in 

Rapid City and the trial to March 24 in Council Bluffs, Iowa.

-TS-
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8. Also on February 27 I telephoned Mr. Niebur to advise him 

what had happened to the airplane. I said that I did not think 

it would be safe for h'im to go to Pine Ridge with a mechanic 

unless he had protection of law enforcement officers. Later 

in the day he called me and told me that he-had arranged to 

fly on Friday, February 28 with a mechanic in another airplane 

and that officals of the Bureau of Indian Affairs <BIA^ herein

after) had arranged to meet him there and afford the required 

protection. I spoke to Mr. Niebur on the telephone on Saturday, 

March 1 and he told me that he had retrieved the plane ..which • 

was flyable -.although the right gas tank had been punctured and 

was leaking. He also told me that during the time he was at 

the Pine Ridge Reservation Airport no- one from the BIA showed 

up and he was surrounded by a hostile crowd who jeered him for 

renting the airplane to me. He told me that he got off as 

quickly as he could, being in fear for his own safety.

9. I left Rapid City for homeearly. Friday morning February 28 

via North Central Airlines and United Airlines to Minneapolis 

and La Guardia Airport in New York. As of the time of this affi 

■davit.-c I still have considerable pain, swelling and hematoma 

in the left shoulder with restriction of motion and continued 

pain, in the right knee with continued difficulty in walking, 

although both injuries are improving. -
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10. While I personally viewed the area at Wounded Knee where 

events of two years ago were alleged to have taken place, I 

do not feel that I have adequately completed the investigation 

which I need for the trial of Mr. Escamilla in which I represent 

him. Nothing- on earth could pursuade me to return to the Pine 

Ridge Reservation to do any further investigation nor would I 

ask anyone else to undertake the necessary investigation in ■ 

Mr. Escamilla’s case or any other case. From what I witnessed 

on February 26, 1975, I believe it would be a long time before 

it is safe to carry on any investigative activities for ’’Wounded 

Knee" defendants whose cases are still awaiting trial. I was 

offered a personal escort of marshals.' for myself of an investi

gator ■ by Judge Bogue, but it seems obvious that any adequate 

investigation can not be done in any law case when the investi

gator himself is accompanied by a team of- armed law enforcement 

officials. /s Z x // ■

.William Rossmoore

Sworn and subscribed to 
before me this 3rd day 
of March 1975. •

Milton Turkel 
Commissioner of the 
Superior Court.
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FD-302 (fJEV. 11-27-70)

_ . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
A/ '

On March 7, 1975, Special Agent WADE SHIRLEY, 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska Resident Agency was telephonically con
tacted by SA DONALD G. WILEY in connection with the arrest 
of THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR by local Gordon, Nebraska, 
authorities♦

SA SHIRLEY advised that POOR BEAR and others had 
brought an Indian girl to the Gordon, Nebraska Hospital after 
she had been stabbed with a butcher knife0 This stabbing 
incident occurred on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota,.

SHIRLEY continued that the vehicle in which the 
girl had been brought had been involved in an earlier con
frontation on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation* The 
occupants of the vehicle upon arrival at the hospital 
found the hospital door locked* These persons and parti
cular! ly a male Indian (First Name Unrecalled) POWERS beat 
on the hospital door until the glass broke* Hospital 
authorities notified local authorities who responded to the 
hospital where they arrested the driver of the van a THOMAS 
RICHARD POOR BEAR, During the search of the van a .30-*30 
diver rifle and a *22 weapon were found* The .22 caliber 
weapon had the serial number ground off.

. SHIRLEY advised that MAX IBOCH, Investigator, 
Nebraska Highway Patrol, Scottsbluff, Nebraska, has ad
vised that the weapons are in custody of the Sheriff’s 
Office, Rushville, Nebraska* IBOCH advised that the Nebras
ka State’s Attorney in Rushville, Nebraska, does not want the 
weapons altered at this point in any investigation.

interviewed on 3/7/75___________ot Rapid City, South Dakota ri. # MP 70-9729

by_________£A_DDNALD_G^dHLEYZsb______________ _____ Dote dictaied 3/10/75
I4

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Il is the properly of the FBI ond is loaned Io your agency; 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed oulside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dale of transcription 3/17/75

MAX IBOCH, Criminal Investigator, Nebraska High
way Patrol, Chadron, Nebraska, was interviewed at Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota® IBOCH advised that although he does not have 
his notes or report withlim, he believes that on March 1, 
1975a he examined and photographed a green van which had 
brought a stabbing victim to the Gordon Hospital, 
Gordon, Nebraska® IBOCH stated that the reason he had examined a 
and photographed this vehicle was that it was involved in ' 
a disturbance at the Gordon Hospital in which the glass 
front door of the hospital had been broken*

x IBOCH also advised that this same van had earlier 
on February 26, 1975, been involved in a disturbance at 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, in which gunfire had damaged an 
aircraft and an automobile*

IBOCH recalls that the Sheriffes Office at Rushville, 
Nebraska, had recovered a *22 caliber weapon with the serial n 
number filed off and a large caliber rifle* IBOCH stated 
that he observed a bullet hole in the passenger door side 
of the vehicle* This bullet hole went through the door and 
struck a metal frame behind the passenger side of the front 
seat* IBOCH advised that the bullet hole looked new, 
however he was unable to locate any spent bullet in the van*

IBOCH advised he would make photographs available 
to the FBI upon their return from his laboratory*

File #J££. 70-Interviewed on —3/12/75

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dale of transcription 3/18/75

MONA MONTGOMERY advised that on February 26, 
1975, she rode from Porcupine to Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, in her own 1963 red Nova, a four door car. 
WILMA POOR BEAR, who is the same as WILMA COLHOFF drove 
the car for her. The van which had been with her group 
had left Porcupine and went to Pine Ridge ahead of them. 
Upon arriving at Pine Ridge they went to the home of 
WILMA’s mother and then to the courthouse where they saw 
a fracas.

MONICA, whose last name she thinks is CISCERRNOS 
(phonetic), her son SHANE, age 2, and some other women 
were in the car with she and WILMA.

At the Pine Ridge Airport the van, her car, and 
WEBSTER POOR BEAR's pickup truck were all there. When 
her car pulled into the airport, WEBSTER told the occupants 
of her car to get the hell out of there. She saw no plane 
at the airport and said she had heard no shots fired at 
all. .

MONTGOMERY said she will not sign any statement, 
that she does not want to talk about AIM, and does not 
want to have anything to do with any hearings. She said 
that this just is not relevant to the assault on her. 
She also said there were no weapons in her car whatsoever.

MONTGOMERY advised that when her car left the 
Pine Rid^e Airport they drove through a bunch of goons 
by a turn-off past the airport, drove onto the top of a 
hill and stopped to see what was happening. She saw a 
rust colored car back up out of a driveway and try to 
stop the van. She again said she heard no shots and saw 
nothing else, and her only concern was for her son.

MONTGOMERY said the night before the stabbing she 
was at DICK MARSHAL'S house together with RUSSELL MEANS, 
•WEBSTER and TOMMY POOR BEAR, BILL MESTETH, MARSHAL and 
KENNY KANE. TED MESTETH was also with the group. She does 
not know DU BRAY or RED COLOMBE (phonetic).

interviewed on 3/14/75 o> Rapid City, South PakotaFiie # MP 70-9729
Assistant Special Agent in Charge
PHILIP F. ENLOW and'SA JOHN E. MC CARTY

fay----------------------------------------------------------- ------------- -----------------------JEM/-lee------------- Dale dictated_________ 3718/75___________
- ' 16
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She stated that when her car got back to 
Wounded Knee after leaving Pine Ridge, all she did was 
get out and check the oil in her car. She does not know 
anything about a white car which was with her group. 
She has no idea as to why the group even went to Pine 
Ridge. She herself went in just to wash some clothes. 
She said she has no idea as to how many cars went from 
MARSHAL'S to Pine Ridge. She did not see anyone with 
guns.

She does not know what time the group went to 
Pine Ridge or who all went. Then she said that her car 
went to Pine Ridge long before the others left Porcupine. 
She does not know why the occupants of her car went to 
the Tribal Courthouse. WILMA just went there.

At the courthouse she and WILMA tried to use the 
bathroom, but could not get in so they went to the nearby 
jail. At the jail no one would let them use the bathroom 
there.

At this point MONTGOMERY said she had a severe 
headache and asked to leave. She said she prefers not 
to talk to the FBI again. She stated that WILMA is now 
living in Rosebud and she herself stays with her mother 
at 640 Wanblee, Lacota Homes in Rapid City.

17
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FD-302 (REV. I 1-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 3J-W-75

• MAX IBOCH, Investigator, Nebraska Highway 
Patrol, telephonically advised that when he examined 
the van at Gordon, Nebraska, which had been used to bring 
MONICA.MONTGOMERY to the hospital, he found abbullet 
hole-..in the right front door. In his opinion the hole 
would, have been made- by a rifle bigger than a . 22 caliber. 
IBOCH said the bullefwas definitely fired from the 
inside-to the outside of the van. .He .found no shell 
casingsor slugs in the van. . ‘ .

• ’ ■? ’ He will have?-the-pistol and rifle which were 
recovered-; from-the van test fired at Lincoln, Nebraska, 
and..will”forward the casings and- slugs for comparison 
purposes, to the FBI at Rapid City. .

He stated that when he was at Wounded Knee on 
February 26, 1975, he could identify RUSSELL MEANS, TOM 
POOR BEAR, and RICK or RICHARD POWERS as being in the 
van. He could see the barrel of a. rifle being held by 
someone inside the van. When he glanced through a van 
window he could not identify the person who had the weapon..

................................................................— —————————————————— p[p 149-467
MP 70-9734

Interviewed on 3/14/75 n5 Rapid City, South^DakotafUe #__ MP... 70-^-9729_____

by SA JOHN E. MC CARTY/lec______________ Do.e dieted__________ 3./W15___________
18
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of Ironscripfion
3/19/75

MAX IBOCH, Criminal Investigator, Nebraska 
State Highway Patrol, advised that on March 18, 1975, 
he test fired and obtained .22 caliber slugs and shell 
casings from a weapon recovered by him from the van 
recovered at Gordon, Nebraska. He advised that on the 
same date and at the same time, Deputy Sheriff JAMES • 
TALBOT had test fired the .30-.30 caliber rifle. IBOCH 
made available slugs and shell cashings from the two 
weapons.

MP 70-9729
MP 70-9734

3/18/75 Rapid City, South Dakota 149.457
Interviewed on I 0t.File #

. SA JOHN E. MC CARTY/lec nt , 3/19/75.by_____________________________________________________ _______________________________ Dote dictated___________________ ________________

' 19
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it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency.
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FD-302 IREV 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date at transcription 3/19/75

LOU J. MENDOZA, Small Business Administration, 
advised he was in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, on business 
on February 26, 1975. He stated he was not, however, 
at either the Pine Ridge Airport or the Pine Ridge 
Courthouse.

MENDOZA stated he had heard general talk that 
"WILSON and his bunch had been involved in some problems," 
but stated he has no personal knowledge of any of the 
incidents that allegedly occurred in the Pine Ridge area 
on that date. MENDOZA also stated he could provide no 
names of anyone who might have any personal knowledge 
of the shootings or assaults.

Interviewed on 3/18/75

■MP-^G-9W 
MP 70-9734

ni Rapid City, South Dakota File# MP 149-467

hy SA JOHN E. MC CARTY/lec Date3/19/75

2oThis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
it and ils contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.

NW MM2 DckM:3»»M6 Page 415



"Pine Ridge, S.D. 
March 5, 1975

"I, John Wallace Means, make the following voluntary 

statement to J. Gary Adams and Frederick Coward Jr who 

have identified themselves as Special Agents of the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). I am aware that 

I am being interviewed in regard to the incidents which 

occurred on February 26, 1975 at Pine Ridge,- S.D. I 

am 27 years of age, having been born June 10, 1947 at 

Pine Ridge, S.D. I have had 12 years of education. I can 

read and write the English language. No promises or 

threats have been made to me and no pressure or coercion 

of any kind has been used against me.

"Between 2PM and 3PM on Wednesday, February 26, 

1975, I was driving a green Ranger pickup, 1974 Ford, 

back to Pine Ridge, S.D. Seth Hernandez was with me. 

I heard over the 2-way radio in the pickup that Duane 

Brewer was at the Court House alone and there were several 

American Indian Movement (AIM) guys there also. Fluff 

Bettelyoun was calling someone else with this message. 

I was just leaving the planning center when we heard this 

message. ,

"I drove to the BIA parking lot and parked directly 

across from a green van parked in the street facing west 

on the south side of the street. This van had a vent 

door on top which was open.

. 21
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"When I arrived there were several people standing 

around. I recognized Russell Means, my cousin, Ski 

Jacobs, Duane Brewer, standing around. My brother Popo Means 

and sister, Irene Brewer, were sitting in Duane's 

car. Hernandez and I sat in the pickup.

"We sat in the parking lot about 15 minutes 

and left and went to the ONAP office. We were there a 

couple minutes and started back to the BIA parking lot. 

As we passed the tribal cafe, we met the same van that 

was previously parked by the court house. This van was 

headed east on hwy 18. I don't recall any of the 

vehicles following the van.

"I observed Duane Brewer following the van some 

distance behind the van. Manny Wilson and Popo Means 

were with Duane. I turned around and followed everyone.

"When I approached the airport driveway off Hwy

18, I observed this same green van parked near the first house. 

The back doors were open and I observed approximately 

20 to 25 people around the van and some 6 other cars in 

the area. I observed one individual, a foreign Indian 

male, with long hair with a rifle.

"I observed Duane's car parked in the approach to 

Donna Mae Pourier's place. The car was backed in. Alvin 

Long Soldier's pickup was parked on the right hand shoulder.

22
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Phil Bettelyoun's pickup, a light blue Ford, was parked 

in front of Alvin Long Soldier’s pickup. I pulled into 

the ditch in the vicinity of these two pickups. We sat 

in our pickup for several minutes and then got out when 

Alvin said they were coming. This meant the people in 

the van were coming our direction. I got out of my pickup 

and got behind Fred Brewer's pickup, a green Chevrolet, which 

was also in the area.

"The green van and about 5 or 6 other vehicles then 

came east on Hwy 18. There were approximately 15 rounds 

fired from 3 or 4 different guns. I was not hit and the 

. pickup I was driving was not hit.

"I got in my pickup with Hernandez and we started 

back to Pine Ridge. Before leaving the area I had conver

sation with Joe Big Crow and Alvin Long Soldier about how 

close we came to getting hit. I got to the vicinity of 

the large fenced in area, heading toward Pine Ridge, to 

get some rifles. Roger Big Crow also was with us. We 

didn't know where we were going to get the rifles so we 

. turned around and went back to the airport. We parked in 

the ditch on the west side of the approach. I stood by 

the pickup and was listening to the 2-way radio.

"After about 20 minutes Chuck Conroy and I went to 

Batesland in Conroy's blue jeep. John Hussman and 

Tom Conroy followed us. We were in Batesland about 10 

minutes and started back to Pine Ridge. We met Bud Merrill 

at the Wounded Knee turnoff of Hwy 18. We asked Merill
NW 68262 Oocld:32989686 Page 418 •



about a roadblock at Art Vitalis and a road block at

the Wounded Knee junction with the Manderson Road. Merrill 

said there were no road blocks. Merrill also told us 

about the airplane at the airport was shot up. We went to 

the airport and looked the airplane over. I did not see 

any bullet holes. Chuck Conroy told me there were some 

in it though.

’’Blaine White Eyes, Vince Brewer, Tom Conroy, Seth 

Hernandz , Bogie Carlow, John Hussmanwere at the planning 

center. I stayed at the Planning Center until 4:30 PM 

and then went home.

"I have read the above statement consisting of this 

page and four other pages. I have initialed any corrections. 

I have initaled each page. This statement is true and 

correct to the best of my knowledge.

”/s/John W. Means

Witness: .

”/s/ SA J. Gary Adams, FBI, Rapid City, S.D. 3/5/75 

’’/s/Frederick Coward, Jr., SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD 3/5/75.
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MP 70-9729

On March 18, 1975, a Special Federal Grand 
Jury, being conducted by the Office of the United States 
Attorney and Department of Justice Attorneys, convened 
at Rapid City, South Dakota, to take testimony regarding 
this and other Pine Ridge related matters.
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To: SACs Minneapolis

From: Director, FBI

11/5/73

CONFERENCE, OFFICE OF
DEPUTY ATTORNEY CEISRAI, 
1€E SITUATION AT PIO RXDGE

RESERVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA 
11:00A.M.. 10/30/73 
MXSCEl.UiKr.OUS

1 - Mr.
1 - Mr.
1 - Mr'.
1 - Hr.

Bates
Gordon
Miller
Mosher

This will confirm Buteleal, 10/30/73.

A conference in the Office of the Deputy Attorney 
General was held on 10/30/73 regarding the situation at the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. This conference 
was attended by I’eprcseutativcs from FBIilQ. The conference was 
chaired by Mr. .Edward Kitch, Office of the Deputy Attorney 
General, and others in attendance were Gary Baise, Acting /icsociate 
Deputy /Attorney General; Deputy Assistant Attorney General Will fats 
O63cnaovf Civil Rights Division; Carl Belcher, Criminal Div.'s ion; 
S. .Dannis Ickes, Deputy Director, Office ox Indian Uight?3, U. S. 
Department of Justice; Uillia’n E. Hall, Deputy Director, J. S. 
Marshals Service; Gil Pompa, Community Relations Service, U. 8. 
Dcpartwe.nt of Justice; Francis HUand, Chief of the Civil q
Disturbance Unit, Criminal Division; and Roger Adams, Attorney, Q 
Criminal Division. K

Mr. Kitch advised this conference was hold as a result 
of a statement made on 10/26/73 by Sena tax’ James G. A boureKb, 
South Dakota, to the effect that Low and ox’der had broken ccwn § 
ca the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. Th® Senator hi state;.x-nt 
was mad® at a meeting attended ay the Secretary ox the Xutoi’ior 
Rogers C. u. Morten; Kant Frisell, Solicitor General, Department 
ox the Interior; Bradley Patterson, White House; Bureau of 
Indian Affairs 
the Department

Assoc. Dir._____  
Assf. Dir.:

AJmin.________
Comp. Syst_____JCGirlh-...^ 
Ext. Affairs (G J I.ve

Files & Com------- 
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Ident------------------  
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airrei to sac, Minneapolis 
Ro: Conference, Office of DAG

alternatives suggested to correct the situation on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservations, as follows:

1. Suspend all BIA law enforcement, replacing it 
with U. S. Marshals until the situation subsides.

2. Integrate the BIA police with U. S. Marshals on 
a one-on-one basis.

3. Dispatch a group of U. 8. Marshals to the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation as advisers to the BIA police.

4. Send a study group from Washington consisting of 
officials from Congress, Department of Interior, and U. S. 
Marshals Service.

5. Request Richard Vrilson, elected tribal chairman, 
of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, BIA officials, and tribal 
leaders to meet in Washington to discuss their problems.

The U. S. Marshals Service was against any joint or 
unilateral police action by the U. S. Marshals Service on the 
reservation. ,

The FBI representatives pointed out the FBVs function 
is investigative for the purpose of gathering intelligence 
information and investigating criminal violations occurring on 
the Indian reservation and the FBI did not have the resources or 
manpower to furnish a force to handle policing ox the Pine Ridge 
Reservation.

Tiie Civil Rights Division of the Department was 
instructed to offer its expertise on electoral matters to the 
BIA in connection with the forthcoming elections for a new 
tribal chairman at the I’ine Ridgo Indian Reservation.

It was recognized the situation on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation is an Interior Department problem in which the Justic 
Department had a secondary interest in that it was required to 
investigate and prosecute violations of Federal law cn an Indian 
Reservation. It was indicated at the conference the Department 
should take action to have the Department of the Interior, with 
their facilities, pick up the policing of the Pine Ridge Indian 
Rese.rvntion. The Department of Justice should attempt to furnish 
technical assistance where necessary.

KOTS: See memorandum It* F. Bates to Mr. Gebhardt,
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OPTIONAl fOtM NO. 10 5010—106

OSA GBN. UG. NO. 37

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Assoc. Dir._____
Asst. Dir.:

TO

Memorandum

FROM ; r. y. Bates

: Mr< DATE: 10/30/73

Admin.  
Comp. Syst. . 
Ext. Affairs . 
Files 8^ Com.

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE, OFFICE OF DEPUTY
ATTORNEY GENERAL '
RE SITUATION AT PINE RIDGE 
INDIAN RESERVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA 
11:00 A.M., 10/30/73 
MISCELLANEOUS .

T} 1 i. - '~T ; > ri , .d . IS s .a t

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

Gebhardt 
Bates 
Gordon 
Miller 
Mosher /
Moore 1
Franck 
Bowers

✓

Intell. , *-
Laboratory 
Plan. & Eval. __  
Spec. Inv. . * 
Training -

Legal Coun.y_ 
Telephone Rm. __  
Director Sec’y___

This is to advise concerning the developments that
took place at a conference in the Deputy Attorney General’s
Office on 10/30/73> attended by Special Agent (SA) Charles A. 
Mosher, Intelligence Division, and SA John C. Gordon, General 
Investigative Division. ’ .

. The Conference was chaired by Mr. -Edward-Kitch, Office
/ of the Deputy Attorney General, and others in attendance were 

Gary Baise, Acting Associate Deputy Attorney General;*Assistant
, Attorney^GeneraUilliaiTj, 0' Connor, Ciy^Z Rights Division; Carl 
Belcher, Criminal. Division; R. Denni^ickes / Deputy Director, 
Office’of Indian Rights, U. S. Departments of Justice; William E^.,

.Hall, Deputy Director, U. S. Marshalls SepvicX; -Gil^Pompa,
• Community Relations Service, lijU-SABfepartmen^of* Justice.;. Francis'’d 
"Niland, Chief of the Civil Disturbance Unit, Criminal Division;
and Roger Adams, Attorney, Criminal Division. , '1573

Mr. Kitch advised this conference was called...ais.,..-_ai.result 
of a statement made on 10/26/73, by Senator James ‘G.’ Abourezk, 
South Dakota, indicating law and order had broken down on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and anarchy existed. Mr. Abourezk’s 
statement was made at a meeting attended by Secretary of the 
Interior Rogers C. B. Morton; Kent Frizell, Solicitor General, 
Department of the Interior; Bradley Patterson, White House; 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) officials; and the above-named 
Pompa and Ickes. At that meeting the following alternatives were 
suggested to correct the present situation on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation:

1. Suspend
U. S. Marshals until

all BIA law
the present

enforcement, replacing it with 
situation subsides. /|

Deputy
JCG/CAM/cjm

(9) V
1

A
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Memorandum to Mr. Gebhardt
Re: CONFERENCE, OFFICE OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

2. : Integrate the BIA police with U. S. Marshals 
on a one-on-one basis.

3. Dispatch a group of U. S. Marshals (5 - 15) as 
advisers to the-BIA police.

4. Send a group of Washington officials from the 
Congress, Department of Interior, and U. S. Marshals Service 
to the reservation to interview people within the tribal 
government and citizens to obtain an overall view of the 
present situation, after which appropriate recommendations 
will be made to the Congress.

5. Request Richard Wilson, elected tribal chairman, 
of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, appropriate BIA officials, 
and tribal leaders to meet in Washington, D. C., to discuss their 
problems.

No specific requests were made of the Department of 
Justice during this meeting.

Mr. William Hall of the U. S. Marshals Service stated 
the U. S. Marshals Service was against any joint or unilateral 
police action by the Marshals Service on the reservation. It 
was pointed out by Mr. Kitch the U. S. Marshals Service 
Special Operations Force is a trained unit of U. S. Marshals to 
be utilized on a short-term basis and not to be committed for 
any lengthy period.

Mr. Kitch requested comments concerning the FBI’s 
■position at which time it was pointed out to him the FBI’s 
function is investigative for the purpose of gathering intel
ligence information and investigating criminal violations 
occurring on the Indian reservation and the FBI did not have 
the resources or manpower to furnish a force to handle policing 
of the Pine Ridge Reservation.

Mr. Ickes advised forthcoming elections for a new 
tribal chairman at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation were 
scheduled for the latter part of November and approximately 
ten candidates would run in the primary, including present 
tribal chairman Richard Wilson and AIM leader Russell Means. 
Due to the present factional situation on the reservation, it

- 2 - CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gebhardt .
Re: CONFERENCE, OFFICE OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

is considered problems could develop during the elections. 
Mr. Kitch instructed William O’Connor that he should offer 
the expertise of the Civil Rights Division in the handling 
of electoral matters to the BIA.

Mr. Kitch recognized the situation on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation as an Interior Department problem, in which 
the Justice Department had a secondary interest in that it was 
required to investigate and prosecute violations of Federal law 
on an Indian reservation. He indicated the Department should 
put "heat on Interior" to pick up the policing of the Pine 
Ridge Reservation and to fully utilize all of their facilities, 
and the Justice Department should attempt to furnish technical' 
assistance where necessary.

ACTION: For information.

- 3 -



F .ev. 1-7-72)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

12/10/74 - 12/13/74
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE

MINNEAPOLIS MINNEAPOLIS 12/16/74
TITLE OF CASE
RICHARD WILSON, SR 
FRED BETTELYOUN;

• J

WILLIE BETTELYOUN;
JOE BIG CROW;
WILBUR BLACK FEATHER
DUANE BREWER;
GABBIE BREWER;
/TITLE- CONTINUED)

CIR - IMPEDING A FEDERAL 
OFFICER

REPORT MADE BY

SA DAVID F. PRICE
CHARACTER OF CASE

lec

REFERENCE: Minneapolis teletype to Bureau, 12/12/7 
Minneapolis nitel to Bureau, 12/13/74

ADMINISTRATIVE:

c -

.could be used as propaganda “Tn ‘ the power struggle" between WILSON* s ~ 
forces, the AIM forces, and Superintendent TRIMBLE' oh thb^Pine/Ridge 
Indian Reservation.

APPROVED

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED O NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

CASE HAS SEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I I YES QQnO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS I IY ES [~V|NO

CON VI C. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

' COPIES MADEf

„ 1Bur 63488)

1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

1 - Minneapolis (70-9273)

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

/ 4^ 18

«S<4SSSSKU naeoMMMW, isssjaMBBI A

is DEC 19 1974 I
—

NotationsDissemination Record of Attached Report
gency

lest Reed.

Fwd.

■d.
Ou il
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MP 70-9273

TITLE CONTINUED

PAT CARLOW, aka Bdggie;
BENJAMIN COTTIER;
RICHARD HAGEN;
JOHN HUSSMAN;
LOUIE LEFT HURON;
FRANK MEANS, aka Papo;
DELANE PROVOST;
IRV PROVOST;
EMIL RICHARDS, aka Woody;
JOHN RICHARDS, aka Bat;
BENNIE RICHARDS;
TIM SHANGREAUX;
GLEN THREE STARS;
BILLY VITALIS;
BILLY VOCU;
RICHARD WILSON, JR., aka Mannie;
GEORGE WILSON, JR., aka Spec Wilson

B*
COVER PAGE
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FD-2&4 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - USA, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTACopy to:

Report of: SA DAVID F. PRICE Office: MINNEAPOLIS
Date: DECEMBER 16, 1974

Field Office File #: 70-9273 Bureau File #: 70—63488

Title: RICHARD WILSON, SR.;
FRED BETTELYOUN;
WILLIE BETTELYOUN;
JOE BIG CROW;
WILBUR BLACK FEATHER;

XKaasKh DUANE BREWER;
GABBIE BREWER;
PAT CARLOW;
BENJAMIN COTTIER;
RICHARD HAGEN;
JOHN HUSSMAN;
LOUIS LEFT HURON;
FRANK MEANS;
DELANE PROVOST;
IRV PROVOST;
EMIL RICHARDS;
JOHN RICHARDS;
BENNIE RICHARDS;
TIM SHANGREAUX;
GLEN THREE STARS;
BILLY VITALIS;
BILLY VOCU;
RICHARD WILSON, JR.;
GEORGE WILSON, JR.

Character: CRIME ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION
IMPEDING A FEDERAL OFFICER

Synopsis: Bureau of Indian Affairs reports regarding jail takeover 
set forth. Case presented to an FGJ, Aberdeen, S.D., 
12/12/74. Jury returned a no bill on a charge of 
impeding federal officers. On 12/13/74, USA CLAYTON, 
Sioux Falls, S.D., declined further prosecution.

- C -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
-c not to be distributed outside your agency.
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MP 70-9273

DETAILS

On December 10, 1974, DELMAR K. EASTMAN,• Agency 
Special Officer, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, made available the following documents 
relating to the takeover of the BIA Jail, Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, on September 25, 1974:
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MEMORANDUM ' November 16, 1972

TO • Aberdeen Area Director
Aberdeen Area Office

FROM ■ Superintendent
Pine Ridge Agency

SUBJECT: Oglala Sioux Tribal Resolution 572-55 - A 
Resolution of the Oglala Siowc Tribal Council to 
Protect Property, Interests, and Sovereign Dig
nity of the Oglala Sioux Tribe

Attached ia OST Resolution 572-55 dated 11-10-72 and Presi
dent WUbob’s letter of the same date, requesting our help to 
implement th® terms of this Resolution.

As you. can see, the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council is taking a 
strung stand for adequate Law and Order Services here. ’ They 
expect the Bureau of Indian Affairs to protect the daily 
functions of Tribal, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Public Health 
Service and State business. The use of Oglalas in a. way similar 
to that of an auxiliary police force seems to be the most likely 
way of providing adequate Law and Order Services at thio time.

In view of fee strong stand of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs is certainly totally committed to 
provide whatever financing, training and equipment io necessary 
to protect the Uvea and business of the Oglala Sioux Tribe.

717. S^.ky D. b/ma ;

Supe rin tend ent 
CC: 1 ea-Executive Committee

Members, OST Council
Johnson Holy Rock
JP&ES, Pine Ridge

Subj w/c of Resolution
Agency chrono
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RTIKIH yjvXUVHD, that no building under jurisdiction or the Tribo 
shall be peer.;! tied dor use by the ATS ory;uii7.ation or for any co-calici 
"victory danciry;'1 related to their recent arid wijuotific,b.lo destructive 
actions in V.bshinyton, 1). C, .

CFl-TTPICy 710'7

I, the undcroi/pfod as Secretary of tho Oglala Sioux Trcibal Council, hereby 
certify that this rosolut.ion war; enacted by tho standing veto of the 17 
morabora present d-avins the uoyalar Session hold on the '10th day of hovc.ubei', 
1972" "

Pick Wilson, P3?osident
Oglala Sion?: Tribal Council

5
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United Slates Department of the interior 

Bl'HEAl' or IXnl/W AWAIKS
fti-. mm.1 ini>1 . a<. i.n< \

flXK Hlimi-. sol Hl |»AKO1.\

September 26, 19/4

Memorandum

To: Del Eastman, Agency Special Officer

From: Superintendent, Pine Ridge Agency

Subject: Vigilante Organizations

This memorandum is to officially inform you that enforcement of 
Law and Order on the Pine Ridge Reservation, with respect to 
Indians, rests solely in the Bureau of Indian Affairs Police Force.

Any attempt by any other group or force to assume police functions 
and responsibilities will not be honored by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs police. Rather, the BIA police will treat such groups 
as impeding or attempting to impede Law Enforcement on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation.

Superintendent

6
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I ?niteu Slates Department ol the interior / 

Bl’KEAU Ob’ INDIAN AEEAIRS /
riM-: Hiiici'. ixDhw ageno . ।

ri.xh rhm;h. «>'. th dakoia 57770 :

September 26, 1974

Memorandum

To: Del Eastman, Agency Special Officer

From: Superintendent, Pine Ridge Agency

Subject: Resolution No. 72-55 Oglala Sioux Tribal Council

The Bureau of Indian Affairs Police Force is solely invested with 
the duties and responsibilities of enforceing law and order on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, except as others are commissioned 
by the Oglala Sioux Tribe and the Pine Ridge Agency Superintendent.

This is to inform you, therefore, that any attempt to invoke pro
visions of Resolution No. 72-55 of Lhe Oglala Sioux Tribal Counci 1, 
must be. directly ordered by the Superintendent, Pine Ridge Agency.

The Pine Ridge Agency Police will accept no orders or direction 
from any other persons than the Superintendent and/or the Agency 
Special Officer.

Superintendent

7
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in tn fi y ntr rn w

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU Of INDIAN AFFAIRS
P1NE RIDGC INDIAN AGENCY 

PINE RIDGE. SOUTH DAKOTA 57770

PecembeA 9, 7974

MEMORANDUM

TO • To Whom IX Mag Concern

FROM : Plant Manager, Pine Ridge Agency

SUBJECT: Ownership Jail Bldg. #000047, Pine Ridge.

The United States Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs is sole 

owner subject building: Number 000047 Jail and Courtroom located on 

the Pine Ridge Agency, Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

This building was constructed In 7933 and renovated In 1966. The original 

cost Mas $7,500. The present value Is $150,000." This building is 6,946 

Sq. Ft. and hoi been maintained by the Branch o^ Plant Management since 

Its original constr.uctlon.

This building Is Identified and listed In the Bureau's cuAAent Facility 

inventory data printout which lists all bureau owned buildings at 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

Plant Manager



UiHlco S(nlc*s I imnil ol (h<- -nlriiot
HI IHKAII ()!■ INDIAN A l,:bA I If.'i

III II- till >< .1 I’ I 'I \l I M . I I I V 
rlNE Kllx.l- M>t III IIAMHA

I>f.-<-'.i.'.O■ r I-'C

TO WHOM IT MAY UOIKIKKN:

T certify that th^ Af*ehcy Jnil in Pine South Lakota is

situated in the Agency Reserve. The Agency Reserve is owned by 

the Oglala Sioux Tribe but is in a reserve status.
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Lav? Enforcement Services

December 9, 1974

FOR U. S. GOVERNMENT USE ONLY

SPECIAL REPORT NO. 75-40: Matter of attempted take over of the
Agency Jail at Pine Ridge Agency, Pine 

Ridge, South Dakota on September 25, 1974.

BRIEF OF CASE: This report relates to the attempted take •
over of the Agency Jail by MR. RICHARD

WILSON, Tribal Charirman and a group of his followers on the night of 
September 25, 1975 at approximately 10:45 P. M..

FACTS: Criminal Investigator JOE L. BROWN
was assigned from Porcupine to the

Pine Ridge Agency Police Department at approximately 11:00 P. M. 
September25, 1074 by Agency Special Officer DELMER K. EASTMAN. To 
Investigate a report of trouble. Criminal Inveatigatior BROWN arrived 
at the Pine Ridge Agency Police Department at approximately 11:30 
September 25, 1974, upon his arrival Officer BROWN witnessed the 
following: The Police Department has several Police cars parked out on 
the South side, and upon entering the building Officer BROWN noticed 
several men who were not Police officers in various places in the 
Police Station. Officer BROWN entered the Jail section of the building 
and saw tribal Chairman RICHARD WILSON talking to MR. NELSON WITT, 
Acting Agencv Superintcntend and MR. JOE JACOBS, The Chief of Police. 
Officer BROWN approached the group and asked what was going on, he 
was informed by Tribal Chairman RICHARD WILSON that he had declared 
Martial Law and had taken over Officer BROWN suggested that the Group 
find a conference table and talk this thing over. Also over heard by 
Officer BROWN was a statement made by Chief JACOBS stating that, "be 
was 52 years old and bad never been in Jail and was not going now." 
The group, Mr. WITT, MR. JACOBS, MR. WILSON, BAT RICHARDS, who appeared 
intoxicated, Officer BROWN and some other parties went up to Chief JACOBS 
Officer and a call was made to the acting Area Director, MR. HARLEY 
ZEPHTER. The call resulted in a meeting being arranged and the group 
dispersed. ,

(continued on page two)

FOR U. S. GOVERNMENT USE ONLY
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I'OR I). H. GOVERNMENT UHI'. ONLY p2

CONCLUSION: The following part Ion wero idont I f led
as being Involved In the attempted 

take over: Attempted take over are as follows:

1. Richard Wilson Sr, 10. JOHN "BAT" RICHARDS
2. RICHARD WILSON, JR. 11. BILLY VITALIS
3. BILLY VOCU 12. SPECK WILSON
4. WILBUR BLACK FEATHER, JR. 13. POPO MEANS
5. JOHN HUSSMAN 14. GABBIE BREWER
6. DUANE BREWER 15. GLENN THREE STARS
7. DELANE PROVOST 16. TIM SHANGREAUX
8. IRV PROVOST . 17. WILLY BETTLYOUN
9. DICK HOGAN 18. LOUIE LEFT HURON

The following officers. Jailers, and. dispatchers were victims of the 
attempted take over. Officers on Duty /it the time of the attempted 
take over are as follows:

1. DAVID TERRAN MILLS
2. ROBERT ECCOFY
3. ADAM WHITE EYES
4. JESS TRUEBLOOD
5. DAN MESTETH -
6. BERNARD SHOTT

7. WAYNE ROMERO
8. GERALD AGARD
9. CHIEF JOE JACOBS
10. AGENCY SPECIAL OFFICER, DELMER

K. EASTMAN
11? CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR, JOE L. 

BROWN
12. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR, NATHAN 

MERRICK

Dispatchers - ORA JANIS
JEANEANE ZEPHEIER

Jailers - MARVIN STOLDT
FRED KILLS SMALL

The take over hy MR. WILSON and his followers was preplanned and 
disrupted Law Enforcement, and communications for approximately two hours.

' Criminal Investigator

FOR U. S. GOVERNMENT USE ONLY
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1 . •
FISCAL YEAR 1975 -

r ' WAMF ^KIMBER ' NUMBER "
•

■ Ecoffey, Hobart A06-5-01
Janis, Ora AOG-5-O2 • "
Schreiner, Anna A06-5-03 "
Two Bulls, Catherine A06-5-04 " • ■
Pond, Alberta A06-5-05 "
Steele, Faye A06-5-0G
Trueblood, Jesse B. A06-5-07 v ^zc-/
•Black Feather, Antoine A06-5-08 "
Hopkins, Clark A06-5-09 /7j

Wes ton, Terry A AO 6-5-10 z,
Clifford, Philip A06-5-11 „
Trueblood, Jesse B. A06-5-12- J-y b.-i-;-'

■sBlack Feather, Antoine A06-5-13 7
Mills, David T. A06-5-14 '<
Snell, William F. Jr. A06-5-15 '
Rhodd, Benjamin K. A06-5-16 "
Ecoffey, Robert D. ’ A06-5-17 " '
Wilcox, Floyd AO6-5-18
Brown, Gerald AO6-5-19 "
Whi ling, Joseph A06-5-20
Bruglor, Matthew A06-5-21 . 7/2>7"'

Nathan Elk A06-5-22 * .
Elizabeth Titus A06-5-23 ' ,
Mills, Pat A06-5-24 Z/nj™ '

Shot With Arrow, Bernard A06-5-25
Fast Horse, Wayne M. A06-5-26
Morrison, David, Jr. A06-5-27 >
Thunder Hawk, Sherrill G. A06-5-28 "
Elk, Nathan W. AO6-5-29 "
Kills Small, Fredrick L. A06-5-30 < ■
Two Bulls, Franklin D. ’ A0G-5-31
Agard, Gerald B. AO6-5-32 *
Medicine Crow, Antoine D. A06-5-33 *
Richards, Benjamin A06-5-34
Weston, Verne D. A06-5-35 /&/'/•/
Twiss, Charles D. A06-5-36 »
White Eyes, Adam W. A06-5-37
Big Crow. Theodore A06-5-38 /*
Zephier, Jeaneane M. A06-5-39 "
Bad Bear, Alex A06-5-40 ••
Brown Gerald L. A06-5-41 "
Yellow Bull, Wendell A. A0G-5-42 » '
Yellow Boy, Douglas W. A0G-5-43 «
Stoldt. Marvin A. A06-5-44
Hill, Gerald L. A06-5-45
Dubray, Baptiste W. A06-5-46 7c/^,/7y
Pourier, Delbert J. A06-5-47 fc/Sf/ri

, Yellow Horse. Donald W. A06-5-48 rl/
Hernandez, Julie S. A06-5-49 •' .
Hanneman, William G. A06-5-50 /z/z-<77/

•

*

•

■

12
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0MB Approval No. 50-P.

Iror use of »h? APPHCANt- RLAD "INS1RUC1IONS
form before you fiU out Hems I f^«'»ugh 17.) WARNINQ—Making faite VaTemcnH on tht$ is punishable by law.
PART A. QUAUfiCATIONS STATEMI 4'PUCANT" on the bock of the LAST copy ot in J

1. Nome (iMSf-hrtt •• middle ar indlQi .e.isi: ritisn Ot *v. i) M>« U M«v 2 B«* e
day, year)

J Social Security Account Number

ST0LDT, Marvin A. 4-24-40 . 504-44-6170
PART B. NOTICE OF PERSONNEL ACTION (For use or oge^c-4. Hom* Addrei* (Number, Street, City, State, and ZIP Cade)

F0 Box 47
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 57770

Area Code end 
Phon* Number

none
20 vn mf
11 3 to pt. 

Oisob
Cl 4-10 pt.

Comp

5 P» 
10 pt 
Other

;» retirement co\ :rage

n l - CS X) 2- *<A

S. In on EMERGENCY notify (Same, Number, Street, City, Stale, 
snd ZIP Code}

Rit& Stoldt (wife)
Pine Ridge, South Dakota___

Areo Cod* end 
Phone Number

6©. Total number of **empt.uns, mcfudtng your ted. cloimed for Federal income >ax purpose*
none

b (Cheek one} 7T Morr.ed {"3 Single
2. lt*t Dote* and Branch of all active Military Serwce:

From:
noneBranch,

22 NATURE CT ACTION
XXui f««pt»d Appointment fl HO Temporary Appointment 

(from register) EMPlOY MEN’
ci w {(tension ©f («cepted o 113 Temporary Appomrnifni NOT TO ExCd

Appointment louts.de reg>s’e'j
11 214 Temporary Appointment ;J 760 {■tent^n of

Uoetiol need) Temporary Appoin’meni — — -
n 352 Termination Vi 317 PeC-JnO’-On 12-J1-
( J Other (Speedy Cod* ©nd Term' .........- ......... . ............

(Mo, day

?X Fflectivt Dote

9-15-74Kmd* of Discharge: (3 Honorable O Other, explain ©n o plain p«ece ol paper
t If you hove hud Federal civ.lian service, gve total time worked RX/V* Jj3W RoIa ^'1H©

£ Ridge s6pt 6-29-74Year*: Month*: Q DoX* *
and ji.e on plain paper the name and address of the last agency you worked for and dot* of separation

ANSWER BY PLACING AN "X" IN THE PROPER COLUMN
(If more space iy needed in answering use plain paper—write name and date of birth 

at top and attach.) _ ___ _ ... _ _____ _ _

res NO

X

Sch A. Sec. 213-3112(a)
25. Pos»f«on fit?*, ©nd Number (tj ony)
Policeman

26. Pay Plan and Occupation Cade 27. Grode or !*ve’

GS-033 3/1
( I PD II PH28. S©t«ry Xl PA

10. To injure *hor you cue rul placed >n a pos«t.un wl».vh might •mpaw your health, or which r»» qht 
be a horord to o‘ to othrri, we need information about the foffowmg. Do you h»ve, or have 
you had. heart d-seo'e. a nervo©* breakdown, epilepsy, tubercutovs. or dubetes?
If) cs, e^iduiu f>»t plain ptrprraml ftliach.

11. Are you novr trrpiOvea b, a Feaerol uge<tcv or or* rece«v-’*g a lump wm payment (ram 
a Federal agency for leave extending into the do’e of *F*»* ttc’emeM?

Cl Olh«* lSpe.<D

DC f ‘h t.me LJ Port time £3 Intermittent

X 29. Ncpre of I;

Do you receive or e'e you hove o pending applicator for ‘etirement or retainer pay, pension or 
o’h*» condensation based upon military, federoi civilian, or District ©f Columbia Government

If Yes, erphtin nn plain paper and altarh.
13. Within th* lust five your? hove you beer: fired tram ony |Ob, or have you guh after being informed 

that your employ*' intended to fire yev lot ony reajon? ifYes.fftvetiii plain paper the name 
and add res* uf entpiuyer^date,and reasons in each ease.

|4. dove you ever been ccnv.cted of an offense against th* Saw or forfeited cohateral, or ore you 
now undec charge* iz* o.-.y oitente cgomsi th* Saw? (You may omit: (I) traffic variations for 
which you pu»d o fin* of 130 or tei», and (2) any ©flense committed before your 21*1 b.rtndoy 
which wot finally od^d.co’ed tn a juvenile court or under a youth ©flendet low ) If Yen, give 
on plain pat er, the date, charge, place, court, and action tak»*u in each case.

IS. Hove yO" any icjUc ,oy ©load or mcrtioye* who work* fo' the agency that you ate applying

address uucludingZH*Ctnle),««</ relationship.

Pine Ridge Agency, South Dakota 57
30. Duty S’uhcm {City. CatiKty, State)

Pine Ridge, Shannon, S*D
32 Intut work is not to exceed

beginning ... n/.a. .
days

,oa<

46-2165

33. if nvi I •*' ’ ©nd a regu'yr tuur of du’y i* wb give days of week and Sou's of 
day to be worked.

n/a
34. Appropr.ot.on:

35. low leave: t) No
5A06-01-32O0-2362

36. Mimmum quuLfication UundotJ!

Arnjol

CD No
16. A«c ,ou now. or w. i r. the la*» ten year* have you been a member of- ^o) The Corjnjwi«i*t Party, 

U S A , or o».y sub© -<i'cn of the Ccmm-mut Forty, U S A.? (b) An ©rgon.iahon that to your pfejen* 
krow'eoge seexs rhe overthrow of tn* conshtutionol form of governmeru of the Untied State* 
by force or violence or ©'her unlawful mean*?
Ifyotironsti'er is "Yrs,” tariff youransu'erf to thefidhaciit^ quest ions on a gepttrafe 
piece of paper (,\) The nutneof the oryanfziitioii?(b) The dalesuf your membemhip:' 
(c) Your uhdt rgfuuiliny of the Hints find purposes of the organisation at the titne 
of your membership?

X
17. list on plum paper any trade or profession tn which you hold a hce'tse or certificate, th* Stat* m which »t wot 

tisued. and th* name of the i*sumg organization.
IJ. I cert.S that oil <4 »he statements made m this application are true, complete, and correct io th# best at 

my knowledge and belief.

Applicant'] 

Signature. Dote .9-15-74....

37. WMARaS tlf sepamlii-u, jitr spcctfc reason*, utid check dr c<..”'„ 
applicable limit below.) <-}•«*

oyea is of % or koto asgrrae*'x9d£.£S''- 
the local reputation of appointee h-: 
investigated and it has been ccnclti; 
that his eaploy^nt in the positwa 
which he will be appointed will not 
in conflict tdlth E0 10450.

QJ £xpirat>un 
of Appointment

a loci of 
work (funds)

Q No o’her 
work available

O I certify that oh Government property and permits hove been cccoumed ■ 
except as otherwise shown no amount i» due the Government from this empeyve 
to th»$ employment

¥ou» final cneck and Form W-J will be mo^ed to your: C Home odo/eit C co** » 
address t) Io Number. Street, City, Stat*, and 2lP Code below?

IN 06

Appoint****
Signature ...

19. I SWEAR (or to the ©oth ©nd th* ©ppotntmenf offidoviti o^*ht revert* of th,* form.

39. Signature (trCtdAyr thruttra

39. Agency Cod*

AD. iv

Dol*' ■Submitting Office No i(Signature ond ittf* w unite' Authorized to Admm»»ter Doth)

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN (or offirm^^eUr* 

doy of ..,

Nam* of Employing O^oorinxm or Agency
I Department of the In 
ILaw Enf., Pina Ridgn,

53-206
FPM ^upplvnu-nt 2t*»-31. Book V

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS AN EQUAL OWURTVNITY, EMPLOYER

■ 13
2. EMPLOYEE COPY

JAN iy:t 
U.S. Civil Sexi h.e -



FPM Chap. 295

(FOR AGENCY

_ “_ "_ /_ -_ " / - /09-01-74/

(EMPLOYE^—^c^cncronn?ormo?ioiwSevcnc7

504-50-0387
i. name (CAI’S) last—first-middle • mr.—miss^mrs.

l^STETH, miTIEL J. KR.

I.(TOR AGENCY llJ J. BIRTH DATE 
iMo.,Day, Year)

05-18-32

4. SOCIAL SECURITY NO

504-30-0837
5. VETER

2
AN PREFERENCE

1—NO 3—10 PT. DtSAB. 5—10PT. OTHER
2—5 PT 4—10 PT. COAAP.

6. UNU

2 
IOKETI

RE GROUP 7. SERVICE COMP. DATE

09-15-72
9. FEGLI IEMENT (YllOfi CSC USE)

4 1—-COVERED (Regvlcr only—declined Optional)
2—INELIGIBLE 3—WAIVED 4—COVERED (Reg & Opt ) ’ 1 I—C$ 3’-/$ 5—OTHER

2—Fit A 4—NONE
12. CODE

702
NATURE OF ACTION

0-1-RR PR0WTI0N •
13. EFFECTIVE DATE 

(Mo..Day .Year)

09-01-74

14. CIVIL SERVICE OR OTHER LEGAL AUTHORITY

SCH. A* 213*3112 a 7
15. FROM: POSITION TITLE AND NUMBER .

POLICEMAN
A0S-O5-438-E90-O077A- U2-0500- N

16.PAY PLAN ANO 
OCCUPATION CODE

GS-00083

17. (a) GRAD 
OR

LEVS

04

E (b)STEP 
‘ OR 

. RATE

'02

18. SALARY

PA $07438 .
19. NAME AND LOCATION OF EMPLOYING OFFICE

BUREAU 0? INDIAN AFFAIRS, ABERDEEN AREA ’
PIKE RIDO AGENCY, PINE RIDGE, S.D. .

20. POSITION TITLE ANO NUMBER 21.PAY PLAN AND 
OCCUPATION CODE

22.(a)GRAOE (b) STEP 
OR OR

LEVEL RATE

23. SALARY

P0LICBW .
A08-0S-438-E90-0077A- N2-0500- N GS-00083 05; '01 PA $08055

24. NAME AND LOCATION OF EMPLOYING OFFICE

BUREAU 07 INDIAN AFFAIRS, ABERDEEN AREA 
FIKE RIDGE AG50CY, PINE RIDGE, S..D.

-

2S. DUTY STATION (City-county-Statc)

KYIS, SOU'S EAKD'EL .
26. LOCATION CODE

46-1523-113
27. APPROPRIATION . 28. POS1

1—COMPE

2

TION OCCUPIED

TITIVE SERVICE
2—EXCEPTED 

SERVICE

29. APP

FROM:

DRTIONEO POSIT

1—PROVED-1 
2—WAlVEO-2

ION .

TO: STATE

SEPARATIONS: SHOW REASONS BELOW. AS REQUIRED. CHECK IF APPLICABLE:

30.REMARKS: — A. SUBJECT TO COMPLETION Of 1 YEAR PROBATIONARY (OR TRIAL) PERIOD COMMENCING________________________________________________________

B. SERVICE COUNTING TOWARD CAREER (OR PERNMANENT) TENURE FROM: ______________________________________________________________________________

PROBATION

44 335,3„4F.8

9 1974

pi;
Plflt A .5777Q

31. DATE OF APPOINTMENT. AFFIDAVIT (Accessions only/ 34. SIGNATURE (Or other authentication) AND TITLE x*
k •

32. OFFICE MAINTAINING PERSONNEL FOlDERdfdiffcrentfiomemployingofficcI

s y PEI^ONHEL OPERATIONS OFFICER
3iK(s 35. DZ'TE 09-03-74 IH4

5 PART 
60-133

14 
L EMPLOYEE COPY.
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FD-302 (REV. I 1-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription
12/16/74

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Policeman 
ROBERT ECOFFEY of the Pine Ridge Department, advised 
that SPEC WILSON’s true name is GEORGE WILSON, JR.

interviewed On 12/11/74 ai Aberdeen, South Dakota File # BEP 70-9273

bv SA DAVID F. PRICE/lec______ ____ Dote dictated 12/16/74

15
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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MP 70-9273

On December 12, 1974, this case was presented 
to a Federal Grand Jury at Aberdeen, South Dakota. ‘.The 
Grand Jury was presented with an indictment charging 
RICHARD WILSON, SR., DUANE BREWER, LOUIE LEFT HURON, BILLY 
VOCU, and GEORGE WILSON, JR., with impeding federal officers. 
A no bill was returned.

On December 13, 1974, United States Attorney 
WILLIAM F. CLAYTON, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, declined 
further prosecution regarding this case.

16*
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' - Title "Changed” to add all subjects in addition to RICHARD 
WILSON, SR., previously entitled ’’RICHARD A /WILSON; UNSUBS (approximately 
30); CIR - ADW; AFO; EM - AIR.”

REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS,
«

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS
DATE

11/6/74
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

9/26/74 - 10/29/74
TITLE OF CASE • -
"CHANGED"-: I 
irrcwnnHriLsbN, sr.;
FRED BETTELYOUN; / . ’
LILLIE BETTELYOUN; M'
JOE BIG CROW;
WILBUR BLACK-FEATHER;
DUANE BREWER;

// (CONTINUED)

REPORT MADE BY

SA DAVID F. PRICE
TYPED BY

amj

CHARACTER OF CASE •

CIR - AFO J 
IMPEDING A FEDERAL OFFICER , .

REFERENCE ....... . V *

Minneapolis teletypes to Directox', 9/25 & 9/26/74. fT
(P) '

ADMINISTRATIVE // ’
z • * <

Until the USA’s Office renders an-.. opinion regarding Uw/, / 
matter, no further investigation will be conducted. y / > ; /

"X- / / >’ / .
Only one copy of report being submitted to the Bureau.,. / ■ // :

- X [// !
It is recommended that Bureau..not disseminate a copyXof ' / / 

this report to the BIA as Itais' felt that 'thV'Fei^ be used /
as propaganda in the power struggle between WILSON’s forces, thA / 
AIM forces, and Superintendent TRIMBLE on the Pine Ridge Reservavipn4

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED (X) NONE ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN! .

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR OyES X~]nO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS QyES P~|nQ

CONViC. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

’ i SPECIAL AGENT
APPROVED >N CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW ’■

COPIES MADE: 8 /
1 - Bureau
1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
2 - Minneapolis (70-9273) wsrWIKBftf®**1

ELS NOV ] 3 1974

■»e*u»*«*t*** 1 ll11-1 l -1

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations -.

r

Agency

Request Reed.

’■’wd.

V/
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Title Of Case (Continued)

GABBIE BREWER; 
PAT- CARLOW. aka, 
Boggie;
BENJAMIN COTTIER; ’ ' 
RICHARD HAGEN; .
JOHN-'HUS SMAN;
LOUIE LEFT-HURON;
FRANK MEANS, aka, 
Papo; - ,
DELANE PROVOST; 

\IRV PROVOST; ■ 
EMIL RICHARDS, aka, 
woody; •/ 
JOHN RICHARDS, aka, 
Bat; I'.- 
BENNIE RICHARDS; 
TIM SHANGREAUX;
GLEN THREE STARS;
BILLY'VITALIS;
BILLY VOCUj \ /
RICHARD WILSON, JR, aka, 
Mannie;

■SPEC WILSON

- B* -
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NW nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI anti is loaned to your agency; it and its contents

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of;
Date:

SA DAVID F. PRICE Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota
November 6, 1974

Field Office File #: 70-9273 Bureau File #:

Title: RICHARD WILSON, SR.;
FRED BETTELYOUN;
WILLIE BETTELYOUN;
JOE BIG CROW;
WILBUR BLACK FEATHER;
DUANE BREWER;
GABBIE BREWER; 
PAT CARLOW;

>s?aags8X BENJAMIN COTTIER;
RICHARD HAGEN;
JOHN HUSSMAN; '
LOUIE LEFT HURON; ■
FRANK MEANS;
DELANE PROVOST; -
IRV PROVOST;
EMIL RICHARDS;
JOHN RICHARDS;
BENNIE RICHARDS;
TIM SHANGREAUX;
GLEN THREE STARS;
BILLY VITALIS;
BILLY VOCU;
RICHARD WILSON, JR.;
SPEC WILSON

Character: CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER; 
IMPEDING A FEDERAL OFFICER -

Synopsis: On the evening of 9/25/74, Pine Ridge Tribal President 
RICHARD WILSON, SR. and about 25 of his followers took 
over the BIA Jail at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. One 
policeman disarmed himself at WILSON’s request. Tribal 
prisoners were released by WILSON’s men. No Federal 
prisoners were pressit. BIA Police radio operations were 
suspended at WILSON’s orders. WILSON demanded removal 
of ASO EASTMAN and removal of BIA Superintendent TRIMBLE. 
WTLSON also demanded that AIM Security Force members not 
be allowed to ride in police cars. After about 45 minutes,



MP 70-9273

WILSON and his men left the Jail in the custody of the 
Police Department. WILSON and his men were not observed 
to be armed and no violence was used in the .takeover.

DETAILS:

Predication

Investigation in this matter was instituted due to 
report oh September 26, 1974, by Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Agency Special Officer DELMER K. EASTMAN, Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, that during the evening of September 25, 1974, the Pine 
Ridge BIA Jail was taken over by Tribal President RICHARD 
WILSON and approximately 30 of his followers. EASTMAN advised 
that WILSON had declared Martial Law based on a 1973 Tribal 
Resolution and released the prisoners who were in the Jail at 
that time.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF iN VEST) GATIO

Date of transcription Sepy-Smbe.. 27

DELMER K. EASTMAN, Agency Special Officer, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA), Pine Ridge, South Dakota, was contacted 
regarding any information he could furnish concerning an 
incident which happened on the evening of September 25, 1974, 
at the: Pine Ridge Jail# Pine Ridge, South Dakota, wherein the 
Pine Ridge Jail was "taken over" by men under the direction 
of RICHARD WILSON, Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman.

EASTMAN advised that on September 25, 1974, at 
approximately 11:00 p.m., he was at a meeting at the Porcupine 
Community Building, Porcupine, South Dakota, with BIA Criminal 
Investigator NATHAN MERRICK. He was called by the Pine Ridge 
radio operator sometime before midnight and told by TERRY 
WESTON, BIA Police Officer, that RICHARD WILSON’s boys wanted 
to see him at Pine Ridgeo He advised he detailed BIA Criminal 
Investigator JOE BROWN to go to the Pine Ridge Jail and see 
what they wanted.

He advised he then proceeded to DICK COLOFF’s resi
dence and from there went to the Pine Ridge Jail, arriving at 
the Pine’Ridge Jail at approximately 12:15 a.mo, September 26, 
1974. He advised that DICK WILSON, DUANE BREWER, WOODY RICHARDS, 
BENNY RICHARDS, JOHN "BAT" RICHARDS, Police Chief SKI JACOBS, 
Criminal Investigator JOE BROWN, and NELSON WITT, Director of 
Indian Services, were standing around outside talking. Police 
Chief SKI JACOBS appeared to be very unhappy.

EASTMAN advised that he walked into the pine Ridge 
Jail with Criminal Investigator NATHAN MERRICK and indicated 
that he had been briefly informed by Police Officers TERRY 
MILLS and DOUGLAS YELLOW BOY that WILSON had declared martial 
law and had disarmed a police officer.

NELSON WITT told him that WILSON had declared martial ” 
law and had appeared at the BIA Jail, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
with approximately 25 or 30 men and had taken over the jai1 and

Interviewed on 9/26/74 of Pine Ridge, South Dakota Fi|. MP 70-9273

SA EDWARD A. SKELLY, JR.
by SA DEAN HOWARD DHHiklk D„,„ dlclnlad 9/27/74

This document contains neither reco»nmcndations nor conclusions of the FBI. h is the property of the Fu! yad »> ‘ounvd Jo agcrzy,

it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agrncy. .
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released the prisoners. He later ascertained that twenty 
prisoners had been releasedo NELSON went and told him 
RICHARD WILSON, the Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman, had made 
various demands during this confrontation.

EASTMAN indicated that RICHARD WILSON then spoke 
to him and stated he had declared martial law on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation based upon authority granted in 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Resolution 72-55, which Resolution, 
passed in 1972, had not been rescinded, WILSON asked him 
if he remembered this Resolution and EASTMAN replied that 
he did, WILSON stated this Resolution, as it has not been 
rescinded, gave him the authority to take the action he did,

NELSON WITT said he had had a short meeting with 
WILSON and his staff and WILSON had already sent the majority 
of his boys home and was himself in the process of leaving 
the jail. ■ . . ,

• WILSON told EASTMAN that there was going to be a 
meeting at the Howard Johnsons Motel, Rapid City, South Dakota 
September 26, 1974, and that TRIMBLE, the BIA Superintendent, 
and NELSON WITT would be there, WILSON indicated to EASTMAN 
that EASTMAN should also attend this meeting, WITT agreed 
to attend this meeting by nodding his head. .

EASTMAN advised that then WILSON and his group left 
the building.

EASTMAN indicated that he then talked to NELSON WITT 
and NELSON WITT indicated to him that when this incident start 
he was called by Police Officer JESSE TRUEBLOOD to come to the 
Pine Ridge Jail, WITT indicated that he went to the Pine Ridg 
Jail and talked to RICHARD WILSON and that WILSON told WITT 
and Police Chief SKI JACOBS that they would have to go to jail 
WITT indicated to EASTMAN that WILSON made the following deman

- 4 -
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1* Immediate transfer of Superintendent ALBERT TRIMBLE

2. Transfer of Agency Special Officer DELMER K» EASTM

3O Transfer of WAYNE ATKINS, Administrative Manager 
of BIA, Pine Ridge, South Dakota*

* i
4*. Did not want American Indian Movement (AIM) Securi 

riding in police patrol cars, ;
I 
/

5» .Did not want AIM in any Tribal or Government j 
buildings* . ।

6* Wanted Police Chief SKI JACOBS reinstated as ; 
Chief of Police* ■

7. Wanted immunity for all of his "geon squad” ; 
involved in this particular takeover* ' .

EASTMAN indicated that WITT advised WILSON that WITT 
could not meet these demands, . >

EASTMAN indicated he talked briefly to Criminal ! 
Investigators JOE BROWN and NATHAN MERRICK and had them inter
view the Police Department personnel who were in the jail at ' 
the time of this takeover* He advised he then talked to SKI . 
JACOBS, the Police Chief, and got a rundown from JACOBS of ; 
what had happened* i

I

EASTMAN indicated that at 12:35 a*m*.7 September 2S.! ' 
1974, MELSON WITT called Superintendent TRIMBLE at the Imper 
Hotel, Rapid City, South Dakota# and told him of this incids 
TRIMBLE requested that EASTMAN charter a plane and fly to ; 
Rapid City to talk with him about this incident* EASTMAN ; 
indicated that he then flew to Rapid City with NELSON WITT ■ 
and at 2:40 a*m. arrived at the Imperial Motel, Rapid City,’ 
South Dakota, and talked with BIA Superintendent TRIMBLE 
about this affair* .

. - 5 -
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EASTMAN advised that at 3:10 a.m., September 26, 
1974, he was called by JUDY CORNELIUS, United Press Inter
national (UPI) representative, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
and he informed her of this incident*

EASTMAN advised at 3:20 aom., September 26, 1974, 
he telephoned Assistant United States Attorney LARRY VON WALD, 
Rapid City, South Dakota, and informed him of this incident 
and discussed various possible Federal violations, such as 
the following: •

A, Assaulting Federal Officer
Bo Assaulting Government Employees
C. Aiding and Abetting Felons To Escape

EASTMAN advised that at 4:15 a.m., September 26, 1974 
he called Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Agent JOHN E. 
MC CARTY, Rapid City, South Dakota, and advised him what had 
happened.

EASTMAN advised that the following prisoners were 
released in this takeover and he did not know if any of these 
prisoners were being held on felony charges:

1. 
2.

■„ 3.
4O 
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
■ 11.

. 12o
13.
14.
15. 
16.

• 17*
18* 
19.

FRANK SIERS
TED LAME
CECIL EVANS
MORRIS NO HORSE, JR.
ROGER MARTIN
FLOYD BULLMAN ■ 
DELMAR WOUNDED 
JAMES MOVES CAMP 
DANIEL WALKING BULL 
JOE PAWNEE LEGGINS 
NORBERT JANIS 
VELMA RED FEATHER 
JULIUS "BOY“ TITUS 
ROBERT TRUEBLOOD 
VINCENT GROUND SPIDER 
VERDALL PAWNEE LEGGINS 
J. BELT, JR.
EUGENE BLACK BEAR, JRO 
LEO WINTERS
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EASTMAN indicated ha -would like to see this inciden 
investigated and the results put forth before a “Federal Grand 
Jury. -

NW«a6X-DcM:ld:32383«UBaoeJ52_ - 7 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiGATiO, .

Dole of iron~.frintion September 30, 197

NATHAN MERRICK, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Criminal Investigator, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, was con
tacted regarding any information he could furnish concern
ing an incident on the evening of September 25, 1974, when 
RICHARD WILSON, the Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman, and several 
of his followers "took over" the pine Ridge Jail, Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota.

MERRICK advised that on September 25, 1974, at 
approximately 11:00 p.m. he was at a meeting at the Porcupine 
Community Center, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, with Agency Special 
Officer DELMER K. EASTMAN. .. .

Subsequently, at approximately 12:15 a.m., September 26, 
1974, he arrived at the Pine Ridge Jail with DELMER K. EASTMAN 
to see what an incident was about*

He was told by TERRY MILLS, a police officer at the 
jail, that RICHARD WILSON and his goons had taken over the jail 
for a short period of time but that everything was quiet now.

He advised that he interviewed the radio dispatcher, 
ORA JANIS, the Chief of Police SKEE JACOBS, and Police Officer “ 
DAN MESTETH about this incident. .

Police Officer MESTETH told him that he had brought 
prisoners into the jail with his Deputy NATHAN ELK and that 
BENNY RICHARDS, a police officer, had come into the jail in 
civilian clothes. He advised that DUANE BREWER had told him 

। ■ they wanted him upstairs so he went upstairs where he was
surrounded by RICHARD WILSON, Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman, 
and approximately twenty others. WILSON informed him that 
he, WILSON, had declared martial law and WILSON told him 
to go in the Lieutenant’s room. WILSON told him he did not 
want any trouble and WILSON asked him for his gun, which
.MESTETH gave to WILSON. MESTETH indicated that he was sure 

! ~ "

interviewed on 9/26/74 otPjne Ridge, South Dakota Fiie s MP 70-9273

SA EDWARD A. SKELLY, JR.
SA DEAN HOWARD HUGHES --------------------- --------------------- DHH:klk 
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ORA JANIS was not allowed to operate the radio, . MESTETH 
indicated that BILLY VACU watched ORA JANIS so she could not 
answer-calls on the radio.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST1GATJO

Dole of IronscriplionSeptember 30, 1974

JOSEPH L. ’'SKEE" JACOBS, Chief of police, pine Ridge, 
South Dakota, Police Department, was contacted regarding an 
incident on the evening of September 25, 1974, when the Pine 
Ridge Jail was “taken over" by RICHARD WILSON, Oglala Sioux 
Tribal'Chairman, and his followers. .

JACOBS advised that on September 25, 1974, at 10:56 p.m. 
he was called by the Pine Ridge Radio Operator and informed 
that there was trouble at the Pine Ridge Police Department.
JACOBS indicated he immediately went to the Pine Ridge Police 
Department, out of uniform and without his sidearm, and when 
he drove up, he noticed individuals standing in the door whose 
identities he did not know. When they observed him, they shut 
the door and went inside the Police Department. He advised 
he then went in the Police Department and saw BILLY VITALIS . 
and BILLY VITALIS told him they wanted to talk to you, meaning 
RICHARD WILSON.

JACOBS indicated he said O.K. and he met RICHARD 
WILSON on the main floor of the Police Department near the 
door to the women’s cell and WILSON said he wanted to talk 
to JACOBS in private. WILSON told JACOBS he had declared 
martial law and had turned loose all the prisoners except 
those in the drunk tank. WILSON said he was going to get 
rid of Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Superintendent TRIMBLE 
and Agency Special Officer DELMER EASTMAN and Administrative 
Officer ATKINS. WILSON said TRIMBLE would not let the Police 
Department do its job and that there was too much interference. 
WILSON said he did not believe American Indian Movement (AIM) 
members should ride in the police patrol cars and WILSON 
was very strong on this point. JACOBS advised WILSON was 
not threatening in his language and he observed no one to 
have any weapons.

JACOBS indicated there were approximately 25 of 
WILSON‘s men standing around and they said they were not there

, 9/26/74 ot Pine Ridge, South Dakota r,le # MP 70-9273

SA EDWARD A. SKELLY, JR.
by SA DEAN HOWARD HUGHES DHHiklk Onle dk|nled 9/27/74 ,
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to cause trouble. JACOBS indicated that of WILSON’s men, 
he recognized the following: *

DUANE BREWER
’ JOHN "BAT” RICHARDS

SPEC WILSON
WILLIE BETTELYOUN

■ JOE BIG CROW
FRED BETTELYOUN .
BENNY RICHARDS

JACOBS advised he talked only to WILSON, which talk 
took place by the door to the women's cell. He advised that 
Police Officer DAN MESTETH was there but ha had not had a 
chance to talk to DAN MESTETH. JACOBS had heard that DAN 
MESTETH had his weapon taken away©

JACOBS indicated that NELSON WITT, who is in charge 
of Indian Affairs, came in and WILSON asked he and NELSON WITT 
if they would submit to arrest and be put in a jail until 

’WILSON’s demands had been met,

JACOBS replied “Bullshit, I’ve never been arrested and 
' they were not about to put me in one of those cellsJACOBS

’ indicated that WILSON then backed off and said .the police could
go about their regular duties but WILSON wanted one of his goons 
to ride with the police officers. JACOBS indicated he said yes 
to this but that subsequently, none of WILSON’s goons rode with 
the police officers to the best of his knowledge.■

JACOBS indicated that then he observed NELSON WITT 
and RICHARD WILSON make a couple of telephone calls and then 
WILSON told him that he wanted the uniform police department 
put back under the control of the Chief of Police. WILSON 
complained about the lack of promotions in the police depart
ment and the low salary grade of the police officers. WILSON 
then told his men to leave, so they left.

JACOBS then called his police officers together as 
the midnight shift had come in and he told them to go about 
their regular patrol duties.
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JACOBS indicated that the following police officers 
were in the police department when he arrived on the scene:

ROBERT ECOFFEY 
JESSE TRUEBLOOD 
ADAM WHITE EYES

He advised these officers had not been disarmed and 
were all carrying sidearms,

JACOBS advised that he understood that a meeting was 
to be held in Rapid City, South Dakota, on September 26, 1974, 
between WILSON, TRIMBLE, EASTMAN, and otherso

JACOBS advised that of the released prisoners there 
were no Federal prisoners released.

The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview of JACOBS:

Name 
p^cs • ■
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes

- 12 -

JOSEPH L, "SKEE" JACOBS 
Indian
Male
October 13, 1922
Interior. South Dakota 
Five feet ten inches 
160 pounds 
Black
Brown (glasses)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN VESTIGATIOi

Dele of lronscriplion_S.ep-temb.er_3_Q.U. 974

DANIAL J. MESTETH, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Police Officer, was interviewed with BIA Criminal Investigator 
JOE BROW regarding an incident on the evening of September 25, 
1974, at the Pine Ridge Jail, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, where 
DAN MESTETH was relieved of his revolver by Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Chairman RICHARD WILSON.

MESTETH advised that on the evening of September 25, 
1974, at approximately 11:00 p.m. he and his Deputy, NATHAN ELK, 
brought in prisoners to the Pine Ridge Jail, Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota♦ These two prisoners were LEO WINTERS and MADELINE 
SIMONSON. He advised he placed these prisoners in the jail 
cell and was assisted by jailers MARVIN STOLDTS and FRED KILLS 
SMALL.

He advised he then went upstairs and talked to the 
desk clerk ORA JANIS and ORA JANIS went downstairs to search 
the female prisoner MADELINE SIMONSON.

ORA JANIS subsequently returned to the radio room 
and he then went downstairs to get a cup of coffee. He talked 
to the jailers for a short time and observed that police officer 
BENNY RICHARDS was downstairs out of uniform talking to the 
wife of LEO WINTERS. He advised he then went out the front 
door to behind an ambulance where he ’’relieved himself" and 
upon doing so DUANE BREWER opened the front door to the jail 
and said they wanted to see him inside. He advised he did 
not see DUANE BREWER come in the front door and did not know 
how DUANE BREWER got in the jail.

He advised he went in the jail and went upstairs 
where he was surrounded by fifteen or twenty men in the hallway. 
Two individuals approached him, which individuals were Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Chairman RICHARD WILSON and JOHN "BAT" RICHARDS. 
WILSON said he was declaring martial law but would not put me 
in jail_if there was no trouble. TOLSON said that he was to

9/26/74 o, Pine Ridge, South Dakota FiU a MP 70-9273
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wait in the Lieutenant*s Office so he went in the Lieutenant*s 
Office and observed the two jailers MARVIN STOLQTS and FRED 
KILLS SMALL in the Lieutenant’s Office,

He observed that an unknown individual was sitting 
in the radio room behind the radio operator ORA JANIS, Another 
unknown individual was standing by the door to the radio roane

MESTETH indicated that he sat down in the Lieutenant’s 
Office and unloaded his gun, RICHARD WILSON came in and said he 
wanted no trouble and wanted no guns in here and asked him for 
his gun so he handed his gun and gunbelt to WILSON who reached 
out his hand for it, •

Then Police Officers JESSE TRUEBLOOD, ROBERT ECOFFEY, 
WAYNE ROMERO, and DOUGLAS YELLOW BOY all came into the Lieutenant’s 
Office. All of these police officers were armed.

Police Officers ROBERT ECOFFEY was pounding his fist 
against the palm of his hand in a belligerent manner, •

Then. JOHN HUSSMAN came to the door of the Lieutenant’s 
Office and said to him ‘'keep those other guys cool", MESTETH 
indicated he said in Indian to the other officers present "get 
ready”.

. Police Chief "SKEE" JACOBS and RICHARD WILSON then went
in "SKEE" JACOBS* Office for a while and then "SKEE" JACOBS told 
the Police Officers present to go about their routine patrol 
duties. .

NELSON WITT of the BIA Administrative Services was 
present during this incident, '

Subsequently, all of WILSON’s men left and the Police 
Officers returned to their patrol duties. He advised they were 
given no explanation of what this incident was all about,

MESTETH indicated that he asked WOODY RICHARDS what 
had happened to his revolver and RICHARDS said it was downstairs. 
He then went downstairs and retrieved his gun from on top of the 
jailer’s desk, put his gun on, took his Deputy NATHAN ELK, and 
returned to Wounded Knee, South Dakota,
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He advised he did not observe WILSON’s.men to have 
any weapons# and he did not observe WILSON’s men to be doing 
any drinking,

MESTETH indicated he recognized the following 
individuals present during this incident;

1.
2.
3.
4.
5o
6.
7,
So
9o

10 o

RICHARD WILSON
JOHN "BAT" RICHARDS
WOODY RICHARDS
JOHN HUSSMAN .
DUANE BREWER
JOE BIG CROW
BENNY RICHARDS
MANNY RICHARDS (RICHARD WILSON’s son) 
BILLY VOCU 
DICK HAGEN .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO .

Date of transcriplioSeptember 30, 1974

' ROBERT ECOFFEY, Patrolman, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), Pine Ridge, South Dakota, was contacted at the Office 
of Criminal Investigator NATE MERRICK, who was also present 
during the interview. ECOFFEY was advised of the official 
identity of the interviewing Agent by display of credentials 
and was advised of the nature of the inquiry. He then fur
nished the following information:

ECOFFEY advised that he had been interviewed by 
BIA Criminal Investigator JOE BROWN in the early morning hours 
of September 26, 1974, after he got off duty at midnight. 
ECOFFEY advised that he had been working the 3:30 p.m. to 12 
midnight shift and had been on patrol alone on the night of 
September 25, 1974, in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 'Fellow BIA 
Officers JESSE TRUE BLOOD and ADAM WHITE EYES were also on 
duty and each was patrolling in separate cars.

At approximately 10:30 p.m., WHITE EYES called him 
on the police radio and wanted him to 10-24 (rendezvous) with 
ECOFFEY. ECOFFEY suggested that they meet at the ballpark 
near the Oglala Community School. TRUE BLOOD apparently over
heard the radio conversation and he pulled up at the ballpark 
about a minute before WHITE EYES arrived. WHITE EYES told them 
he saw a Lot of people going into the jail and ECOFFEY said "wa 
better go to the jail and check it out.”

ECOFFEY stated they went to the jail and shortly before 
arriving he used his police radio to !!go 10—6 (out of service) 
but did not get a response from the radio dispatcher. ECOFFEY 
stated that it was not very unusual for an Officer not to receive 
a response from the radio dispatcher. ECOFFEY went into the jail 
and saw a bunch of guys milling around. He went directly upstairs 
and saw BIA Officer DAN MESTETH sitting at the Lieutenant’s Desk 
just outside the radio room.

At this point, he saw Oglala Sioux Tribal President 
DICK WILSON, who advised him that Martial Law had been declared 
and he then said that "you may have to give up your guns.” ECOFFEY 
said that he and the other Officers with him ignored WILSON’s ”
statement and WILSON did not repeat anything about giving up their 
guns.

Interviewed ™ 9/26/74 nlPine Ridge, South Dakota File # MP 70-9273

■ SA EDWARD A. SKELLY, JR. EAS/amj n„,.dictoIed 9/2 7/74

This a’ocunieni contains neither reconernendotiun: nor conclusions o( the FSI. It is the property of the F8I ond 1$ Ironed to your agency:
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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' ECOFFEY then went into the radio room and told 
Dispatcher ORA JANIS to call Chief of Police SKEE JACOBS. 
ECOFFEY advised that he had asked MESTETH if they took his 
gun and he answered "yes".

ECOFFEY advised that while he was in jail, 
"everything was cool," there was no violence and no threats 
were made to any of the Officers. While he was in the 
Lieutenant's Office, he saw JOHN HUSSMAN picking up the 
telephone whenever a call came in. He said he felt that 
HUSSMAN was trying to listen in on each of the calls. He 
also saw BILLY VOCU and WILBUR BLACK FEATHER, JR. in the 
radio room with ORA JANIS and it appeared to him that JANIS 
was "very shaken." He said that he also observed DICK 
WILSON, TIM SHANGREAUX and "BAT" RICHARDS and quite a few 
other individuals walking in and out of the Lieutenant's 
Office. He said he could not remember all of them.

At about this time, WILSON, SHANGREAUX, RICHARDS 
and a few others went downstairs to the cell block area. 
ECOFFEY remained upstairs in the Lieutenant’s Office for 
about five or seven minutes and then he went downstairs to 
get a cup of coffee and saw WILSON, SKEE JACOBS, and a few 
others standing outside the women’s cell, talking. He said 
he did not hear what the conversation was about.

He said he saw BIA Officer BENNIE RICHARDS in 
civilian clothes (light blue slacks and T-shirt) downstairs 
near the kitchen and that he saw RICHARDS again a little 
while later and he was in his police uniform. He had no 
idea what RICHARDS' purpose was in being there, although : 
he did advise that RICHARDS and many of the other officers, 
when off duty, will come to the Police Department.

EGOFFEY advised that approximately 10 or 15 minutes 
after WILSON went downstairs to the-cell block area, SKEE 
JACOBS came upstairs and told him as well as the other officers 
who were present, to go into SKEE’s Office. He advised that 
this group included Officers coming on duty as well as affew of 
WILSON’s men, including DICK WILSON. He heard WILSON say that 
he had great respect for the Police Department and felt it was 
about time something was done to help them. WILSON also said 
something to the effect that he wanted some of his men to ride 
with the Police Officers on their routine patrols. According 
to ECOFFEY, WILSON did not demand this but requested it of both 
SKEE JACOBS and NELSON WITT, who was also present. He thinks 
there was something said about AIM Security riding with Officers, 
but he could not recall exactly what was said. He never heard 
any demands made by WILSON or any of his men.
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ECOFFEY then advised that at about this time he 
received a phone call from his wife advising him that his 
eight year old son had not yet come home from a friends 
house and he then left to go look for his son. He said that 
nobody made any attempt to stop him.

ECOFFEY also advised that by the time he, TPUE 
BLOOD and WHITE EYES arrived at the jail, the prisoners 
who had been lodged there had already been released.

ECOFFEY furnished a list of names of those present 
at the jail and this list is attached.
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^DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription. 197

ADAM WHITE EYES, Patrolman, Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), Pine Ridge, South Dakota, was contacted at the Office of 
Criminal Investigator NATE MERRICK, who was also present during 
the interview. WHITE EYES was advised of the official identity 
of the interviewing Agent by display of credentials and was 
advised of the nature of the inquiry. He then furnished the 
following information:

WHITE EYES advised that he was on regular patrol in
his police unit at approximately 10:50 p.m. when he saw six to 
eight cars in a caravan driving frcm the east on Highway 18, 
turn north and head toward the jail. They parked on the east 
side of the courthouse, next to the road. He saw approximately 
20 to 30, men get out of the cars and head toward the jail build
ing.

He called fellow Officer ROBERT ECOFFEY on his police 
radio and asked to meet with him. ECOFFEY told him to rendezvous 
at the ballpark near the Oglala Community School. When he 
arrived at the ballpark,- both ECOFFEY and JESSE TRUE BLOOD, also 
a BIA Officer, were already there and ECOFFEY said that ’’there 
might be trouble at the jail so kind of be aware and follow me.”

When they arrived in front of the jail, he heard ECOFFEY
call -in on the radio to go out of service and he then immediately 
did the same as did TRUE BLOOD. He did not hear any response and 
he felt that it'was unusual because the radio dispatcher generally 
answers with a ”10-4”.

All three of them went into the jail and saw all of the
cell doors open and did not see the jailer. They all went upstair 
and as he was climbing the stairs, he saw a male Indian carrying 
a pistol belt in his hand. WHITE EYES stated that he remembers 
thinking at that time that ’’that’s a police ^unbelt.” He advised 
he did not know the individual carrying the belt but described him 
as approximately 5’10” tall, heavy set, in his 20s, with Long bush; 
hair and light complexion. _ .He - stated that he would recognize this 
individual if he saw him again.

He went into the radio room to ask what was going on 
and saw two guys standing around listening, so he did not ask but

inie-viC«ed on____ 9/26/74 ot Pine Ridge. South Dakota File a MP 70- 9273____

by SA EDWARD A. SKELLY. JR. EAS/amj _Dole dictoted 9/27/74

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the F8I ond is loaned to your agency;
It and i-> vuid_.aU ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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turned around and went into the Lieutenant’s Office. He saw 
Tribal President DICK WILSON walking toward him and heard 
WILSON say something like "Martial Law is declared and we are 
going to take over this jail and lodge SKEE, MERRICK, and 
EASTMAN but if you keep cool, relax and cooperate, you won*t 
be lodged.1’ At about this time he heard somebody ask for all 
of the Officers gunbelts but he did not know who it was and 
did not give up his gunbelt. This question was not repeated 
and the matter was apparently dropped. He saw DAN MESTETH 
sitting at the Lieutenant’s Desk and asked him in Sioux language 
tfwhat happened to your gunbelt?” DAN answered, also in Sioux, 
“they took it.”

WHITE EYES advised that he waited around in the - 
Lieutenant’s Office for about 10 or 15 minutes (until shortly 
after 11:00 p.m.) when SKEE JACOBS, DICK WILSON, and some other 
individuals came into the Lieutenant’s Office and then’ they 
all went into the Chief of Police’s Office. • ■-

WHITEEEYES advised' that those present were JESSE TRUE 
BLOOD, ROBERT ECOFFEY, TERRY and PAT MILLS, DOUG YELLOW BOY, 
JAMIE BIG CROW, GERALD AGARD, and himself as well as DICK WILSON, 
DUANE BREWER, "BAT”.'RICHARDS, and another guy whom he does not 
know but would recognize. NELSON WITT was also present. WILSON 
made the remark- ’’TRIMBLE should help enforce the law.” "As 
Tribal President, I will help them enforce the law.” WILSON 
mentioned that if AIM Security forces will ride with police 
officers, hio boys should ride also. He "also said "four of my 
boys should ride with each Officer or whatever he needs.” SKEE 
JACOBS was overheard .to say that "they can ride on routine 
patrol, but they wonbt be cops.” SKEE then told the Officers 
present to continue their normal patrols, however, since it was 
almost 12 midnight and TRUE BLOOD, ECOFFEY, and WHITE EYES were 
going off duty, SKEE told WHITE EYES "you have a long drive, so 
you might as well go home.” THITE EYES then left and went to 
his home in Kyle, South Dakota. •

21
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiGATIC.

Dole of Irgnscriotion.SeptemOer 30,1

JESSE BENJAMIN TRUEBLOOD, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) Police Officer, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, was contacted 
regarding any information he could furnish concerning an 
incident on September 25, 1974, when Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Chairman RICHARD WILSON and his supporters "took over" the 
Pine Ridge Jail, Pine Ridge, South Dakota*

TRUEBLOOD indicated that on September 25, 1974, at 
approximately 10:30 pom. he was called on his police radio by 
ADAM WHITE EYES who wanted to meet him at the baseball park. 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, which he did* WHITE EYES indicated 
to him that there were several cars and people at the Pine 
Ridge Jail.

TRUEBLOOD indicated that he subsequently drove to 
the Pine Ridge Jail and went inside to see what was going on. 
He advised that at the Pine Ridge Jail, upstairs, he observed 
Police Officer DAN MESTETH, who was without his revolver. 
Police Officer HOBERT ECOFFEY was there and he heard RICHARD 
WILSON say that he, WILSON, had declared martial law.

TRUEBLOOD indicated he called Police Chief SKEE 
JACOBS on the telephone and subsequently, JACOBS came to the 
Police Department and JACOBS and WILSON talked.

TRUEBLOOD indicated he was not bothered by any of 
these individuals and his gun was not taken. He advised nobody 
said anything to him during this incident. He advised there 
•were approximately 25 individuals who were WILSON’s followers 
and he did not see any of these individuals to have weapons.

TRUEBLOOD indicated that at approximately 10:45 p.m. 
he had repeatedly tried to call the BIA Radio Dispatcher but 
could not get any answer. *

Interviewed on 9/26/74 Pine Ridge, South Dakota Filp MP 70-9273

by------------- SA_DEAN.-HOWARD_HUGHES DHHzklk D„,e dieted 9/27/74

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Il is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency;
it ond its contents are nol to be distributed outside your ogonty.
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TRUEBLOOD indicated he recognized the following 
WILSON supporters at this incident:

---- Io RICHARD WILSON
2O JOHN HUSSMAN
3. DUANE BREWER
4. DELANE PROVOST
5. BENJAMIN COTTIER
6. RICHARD HAGEN
7. BOGGI CARLOW
8. SPEC WILSON
9. MANNY WILSON

10. JOHN "BAT" RICHARDS
11. WILLIE BETTELYOUN
12. JOE BIG CROW
13© BENNY RICHARDS
14. WOODY RICHARDS
15. BILLY VOCU
16o WILBER BLACK FEATHER, JR.
17. IRV PROVOST
18. BILLY VITALIS
19. GLEN THREE STARS
20. LOUIE LEFT HURON

TRUEBLOOD indicated that LOUIE LEFT HURON was carrying 
the jailer’s keys during this incident Put did not observe him 
doing anything with these keys. He advised he did not know who 
let the prisoners loose.

He advised he saw BENNY RICHARDS, a police officer, 
there in civilian clothes.

*
He indicated he had no idea how WILSON’s men had

gained entrance into the jail.

He advised that at one point during this incident 
RICHARD WILSON asked him to bring NELSON WITT, the Director of 
Indian Services, to the Pine Ridge Jail so he went to WITT’s 
residence and brought WITT back to the Pine Ridge Jail. Sub
sequently, WITT and SKEE JACOBS talked to RICHARD WILSONo He 
advised that at one point during this incident he tried to 
telephone DELMER EASTMAN, Agency Special Officer, but could

- 9 2 -
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He indicated that BILLY VOCU was watching ORA JAKIS 
in the radio room during this incident.



FD-302 (RHV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE

□ate o( .^n^r^^Faptember 30, 197

DAVID TERRAN MILLS, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
Patrolman, Pine Ridge, South. Dakota, was contacted at the 
Office of Criminal Investigator NATE MERRICK, who was also 
present during the interview. MILLS was advised of the 
official identity of the interviewing Agent by display of 
credentials and was advised of the nature of the inquiry, 
lie then furnished the following information:

MILLS stated he came on duty at approximately
11:15 p.m., September 25, 1974, and was to work from midnight 
until 12 noon on September 26, 1974. When he arrived, a few 
people inside the jail said "hi” and SKEE JACOBS was already 
present. MILLS advised that he asked DUANE DREWER, who was 
standing in the doorway to the cell’block (near the sink), 
what was going on. BREWER told him that DICK WILSON had declared 
Martial Law. He advised that no mention was made of disarming 
him.

MILLS then advised that he went upstairs to the radio
room and when he entered that room, he saw BILLY VOCU and WILBUR 
BLACK FEATHER, JR. sitting near ORA JANIS, radio dispatcher who 
was sitting at the radio console. JANIS was answering the radio 
and calling police units by this time.

•He said he saw JOHN HUSSMAN' walking back and forth
between the Lieutenant’s Office and the radio room and he was 
apparently listening in on the phones when calls came in. He 
also saw DAN MESTETH sitting at the Lieutenant’s Desk. DICK 
WILSON was downstairs in the cell block area near the women’s 
cell talking to Chief of Police JOSEPH (SKEE) JACOBS, Criminal 
Investigator JOE BROWN, NELSON WITT, and ”BAT” RICHARDS. He 
also advised that other individuals kept walking past this group 
and out into the booking area and were just generally milling 
around. He said that he could not recall the names of these 
individuals.

MILLS also advised that he heard references to Martial
' Law and heard DICK WILSON ask SKEE JACOBS "would you mind getting 

into a cell for a while," or something to that effect. SKEE 
objected and WILSON dropped the subject. WILSON also a Iked SKEE 
if one of his (WILSON’s) men could ride with the patrolmen on their 

_______ regul ar rounds ,___ He also harrd WTLSON-s-ay—something—to..the—effect

b, SA EDWARD A. SKET.LY, JR.______ EAS/amj—Do* feied__________9/27/74_________

This con’uim neither recommendations nor co'iciusions or the F3S. Ir is the property or the FBI and is loaned io you agency;
it and iU content* ore not to be U’S’f»bj'Q'1 outside your ogenty.
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that "AIM is getting away with everything and it was about time 
something was done about it*”

MILLS advised that he did not see nor hear of any of 
the policemen being pushed around or threatened and he never saw 
any weapons displayed by the group which had taken over the jail.

MILLS said that he saw fellow Officer BENNIE RICHARDS 
sitting in a chair in the cell block area across from the kitchen 
and that at that time RICHARDS was not in uniform. He was wear
ing light blue slacks and a T-shirt. MILLS said he later saw 
RICHARDS in the jail and at that time he was in:his police uniform. 
RICHARDS never indicated to MILLS whether or not he was a part of 
this group <,

MILLS furnished a list of those present at the jail and 
this list is attached.

- 26 -
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- 1 - ’

FEDERAL ?UREAU OF INVESTIGATE’

Dole of Ironscriplion October 10 , 197^*

' ORA EUNICE JANIS was interviewing concerning
the* takeover of the Bureau, of Indian Affairs (BIA) Jail 
on the evening of September 25", 197^•

• JANIS advised that she was on duty, September
255 197^5 from 3:30 p.m. until 12 midnight as the radio 
dispatcher at the Pine Ridge Police Department. At 
aboutlO:1^ p.m. on September 25, 197^, she heard a noise 
in the hallway outside of the Lieutenant’s Room which 
leads to the radio area. JANIS looked into the television 
which monitors the hall and saw a group of men in the hall 
outside of the Lieutenant’s Office. Some of these men 
came into the Lieutenant!3 area. , . ■

*; J * Oglala Sioux Tribal President DICK WILSON and ■ 
two other persons entered the radio room. The two other 
persons were BILL? VOCU and BAT RICHARDS. WILSON said

- ”0RA, I want you to go 10-6 and be silent for about ten 
minutes.” WILSON told VOCU to stay in the radio room with 
ORA. ORA remained in the radio room logging incoming 
calls, but not answering them, as she was ordered to do . 
by WILSON. JANIS understood that VOCU would not have let '

‘ her’ answer any calls had she attempted to do 'sb. JANIS •
remained in the raiio room until about 11:30 p.m. when • ■ ■
she resumed normal operations. She was never given an 
order to- resume normal operations but did so upon the de
parture of WILSON and his men.

While JANIS was in the radio room, a person 
identified to her as WILBUR BIACK FEATHER, JR. walked in 
and out of the radio room several times.* JANIS also saw 
LOUIE LEFT HURON with RICHARD WILSON.

- JANIS made available the radio log of September
'25, 197^, which shows a 10 entry that DICK WILSON told 
JANIS to go out of service. The radio log is as follows:

ln,Brviewsd on------- 9/26/7^1----------- al-Pino Ridg-^j■ ■■ South-Dakota.hu #_____ MP 70-927.3

by------------ SA—DAVID F. PREUE----------------------------------Don, dialed_________________ 10Z3Z2k_____

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the properly of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
» and its coolcnls orc not to be distributed outside your agency. '
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a?.te ~r,,.. n- io7z :/• 310 STATIC'! AID ACTIVITY IDG Pa~e To. <>6 C°n
----------- —_—l.,i-— -------------------------------

T recuency
Avc-tcy 'DZ ■• 1. I'D, 325
Police ’TD.- 2. I'D'775
Co. Jak. (l.z • 3. 3?.19O
Tebraska irz •• 4. S.DIP?
Talephone D'.Z 5.

Location Pine P.inne Sou-ch Takota
Call Siw. ■ KAC 523_____________________
Pated Power_________________________’-'auts
F.irission Type- IC F 3

Tina
Channel
Usee

................................................... -1
Station Calle-- 
or contacted

Looked Activity 
or ‘-.esarks Operator

o?r;7 ? 2 ’ Susie Pandall lid ore o? Cornyn .T-inir^
broke .into '^lom-nr-n nmnt---
Soldier house and them?s a
boor inside ________ QJ_______ _

2204 : 2 Chuck Out of unit china a r.i o a
G5-1436 (74) in M/K r^/r

2204 n Dan . Anv wants on Wilbur Dm
(nec) _______ QJ_____

2205 Term In-service thev ulread'’ n^rk
that vehicle and subieck is
leavine res . <ye

2206 p Demard Out of unit at Johnn’' Dne-nv
res ckinq mt _________ O.T

2207 9 Chuck. In-service vehicle eked ol:n’>- n.T
220'- ’. O Term Out of unit ckinor a 6f rord

Diack Lie 178-307 IT? (74) _______on
2200 2 Bernard In-service ?.llcn housing no

cont ’.;ith Joi inn’ - Dubr-T'’ __________ 0.7 . -
2210 9 Chuck Out at I?/:; s.S. __________ O-T

2211 p In-service vehicle eked oknv ________ <;J
2211 Kobin Out at Standing Soldier res . C.7

•2213 2 Chuck In-service ________ CJ ■■
2214 i 2 Hohie ...... Florence S. Soldier ad jlelcolrr

i Polson and Leon Janis broke
i ’■ rnco .ier souse. .-;-vx ■.-..-.c:” tooki t j io~r: t.O/^rc j?.r^.’.es unn?.s ms

2217 i ? I ’-.cis ~ust ad there’s ruiet ■
1 axe’.- traffic coninc in -"re"!

east in-service over there to
» or
8 n r’’' p*.* — -
| 1 i

call r.ie frer the ;v.r and he'st .
1 drunk and said he’s co-dne hoc -

to P.C. about 10-30 c^i 11; 00 P.r. and sea red o'"
i Sir} ______ QX_____

O. n i 5 John '■ ro s chan For Die); L'ilcon or vasi-mn
’’ J ....2" Term In-service hack to T’o-v-'nia^ _

2237 ! 2 .'enari Tn-norvici-' 2 ? len to n.c. ._CLI------------
n n -► r 9 .-ImD es. j- - -
<■. -» • ■ _ ' -L___ lii2Tr' Tn...... t’lec';

• I >

i-: -..• ( » 2
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Date

Op ?ES riTrpI0rj”J?JAy of iud 
ABEPDTE?’

DIO STATIC'! /JO ACTIVITY Log

"frequency
Agency c'.Z 1. l^SP-S
Police ’ i:z •• 2. 1<7,775 
So. Jak. 1.3 • 3. 3?, 102
i’ebrasUa ." TZ -• 4. 3.\ 12"
Talephons '. ""Z ■ 5.

Location Pine T.idga South Dakota 
Call Sign KAO 527>____________________
Eated Power_______________________ Wa t cg

Emission Type It F 3

■ •

Tina
Channel 
Used

Station Calle; 
or contacted

Logged Activity 
or Remarks Operator

2243 • ; 5 Oner Rd there trvina to cent rvynr
radio n.T_________

2245 In-nerson Dick Wilson ?■ .5 as to co out of service
10 mins 1 OJ_________

2245 : 2 Teran.’ Out of unit afew I P.~ ' .
2245 2 Chuck In-service OJ_________
2247 9 Robie Out at P,D. 0,7______ _

2247 9 Jess Out at r.D. OJ________
2251 2 Gnu ck Out att’landersoh s.s. 07________
225G ".BisSssnn ? /R P. D . L.L. Skee and ad him to ro-’n

down to P.D. richt awav as
we have oroblor.is OJ________

2257 2 Jos Drown In-service Pore to P/R OJ
2257 mO.’32_O Ad Eastman, Joo Drown to come

back tn p/n soon as Possible
ns there’s trouble at P.D. 0J .

2257 2 3a s tr. anA:a t e In-service back, to n/R 0.7
2 Rastnan/N ate In-service Pore to p/r 07

i Drown
23GC I 2 Gerald Zn~sQ23v?.cc ifctnJzlos p.sop OJ
2 3 U v i -; 'ougxas POD
23G3 5 •iombock will be late tonite, as he's

just got thru moving his stuff OJ
2304 Female p?or Hobie or Jess OJi

1 chuck; Cut of unit OJ
2 3C7 1 ’ n reme.re? Out at P.O. Rousing OJ
2303 t1 pills ROD f>T
2310 1 2 Gerald In-service T'anblee ar^a ~r
9 -'i r» I ' 5 poroth” roe Rants to kn>r..' ’•.'hats aoin- on

nt P n /■-.-Tt
2 017 1___ 5 Dorotir- : a ? 1. . . , ■■ ■..,.?.nrs vo knev on

1 at P.D. re'er.red io PoT'in r\T
t 2 Cora, la In-service to ?.-3. Iron van5s'*.

23.10 i Jonnonn?.
o •? t * 1 /t | Cordon Rec a ful? rec o~ G.F). ti c b

1 i 11--TA 29 r
''22.': 1 fn ; /• '.d the” Io <•■.’

• •)

? ? t!

r i
1
i

__ ____ ____
c;_________

J'Ji:. -. - ______________________
< । ___  _

n -v • . /-. :.- ? ■ 1 r:cva’7 Out at r.n-./n-. r-.’ a
Pi;

he Tarr” there’s havvc :.r ______ _____— ~
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ABETDEEM AHEA

JIO STATIC’? AAD ACTIVITY L^GSate :.'c-t 25, 1974

Location Pine Eid^.e, South Dakota
Call Sira KAC 523_____________________
Dated Pover_________________________Hatts
Fjaiosion Tyne IC F 3

Tine
Channel | 
used

Station Callee 
or contacted)

Loosed Activity 
or '’esarlcs Operator

2243 • n , EastrwnzGmte fin-service Pore to p/n .
vou have visitors' at ^.n .-j

1 res ______ Qu_____
2343 : 1-L Kvle Tut at Bear Eaale res ________ QI_______
2348 ■ ? Hayne In-service p/R area ______ OA . .
2343 2 ■ lob ie/Janie In-service torn area ________ QI_______
2349 Adan 3709 ______ QT ,
2350 2 Robie Tut at w res. to see if r.vr sc

" is hone ______ QT
2351 ■ Bobbie ’ BOO CUT
2351 l-L ID-le Zn-service KC, to Hora -.-.’ith

1 a oa'ti-ent QI_______
*D ~ trvinq to cont K”Te ?,r.b. 0.7 ..

1
1 , /
i ‘r

. / ■

1 ■ /
। ■ ।

"

I-
!
i
i
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FD-302 (REV. J J-27-70)

FEDERAL .BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC

Date of transcription September 30, 197

MARVIN ALBERT STOLDTS, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Jailer, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, was contacted regarding an 
incident on the evening of September 25, 1974, wherein RICHARD 
WILSON, Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman, "took over." the Pine 
Ridge Jail, Pine Ridge, South Dakota*

STOLDTS advised that on September 25, 1974, he was 
working a shift from 3:30 p.m., September 25, 1974, to twelve 
midnight, September 26, 1974* On September 25, 1974, at 
approximately 10:30 p.m., Police Officer DAN MESTETH brought 
in prisoner LEO WINTERS and prisoner MADELINE SIMONSON. He 
advised he searched these prisoners and locked them in a jail 
cell, logged them in his prisoner book, then turned around and 
was confronted by a large group of men. He advised these men 
had not come in from the front door as he was standing near 
the front door* STOLDTS indicated that SPEC WILSON and BILLY 
VITALIS were in the forefront of these men and that there were 
approximately twenty to twenty-five men in this group. He 
advised he was with DAN MESTETH and NATHAN ELK, a Deputy to 
DAN MESTETH, and the three of them were told by an unrecalled 
individual in this group that they wanted to talk to them 
upstairs. "

He advised that on his way upstairs, an unknown 
individual in this group relieved him of his mace which was 
on his belt* He advised that as a jailer he does not carry 
a sidearm or any other kind of weapon. He advised that SPEC 
WILSON relieved him of his jail keys and he mentioned he had 
his other BIA keys in his right boot. 

• >
STOLDTS indicated that upstairs in the Pine Ridge 

Jail he observed several men in the radio room but could not 
tell who they were. He advised he was jostled and pushed 
into the Lieutenant’s room by SPEC WILSON, BILLY VITALIS, 
DUANE BREWER, LOUIE LEFT HURON, and TIM SHANGREUX.

on____9/26/74__________ aiPjne Ridge, South Dakota f.i. # MP 70-9 2 7 3

by SA DEAN HOWARdMLgHES DHlkklk Dn(B dic,nh.H 9/27/74

Tni; douuri.en: r.eiihe.- reco.-nme.-.dslrcns nor conclusions of 'l-e PB>. Il is the properly o< ike FBI nnd ;s lnnn»d lo your ogenc
it ond >15 conarc no! to bo dssirsbutec outside your
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RICHARD WILSON asked DAN MESTETH for his gun and 
DAN MESTETH handed his gun to RICHARD WILSONo .

RICHARD WILSON announced to the group that he had 
declared martial law and that everything was legal. WILSON 
advised we were to remain calm. WILSON told LOUIE LEFT HURON 

. that he was the new jailer and told LOUIE LEFT HURON to release
. all the prisoners. LOUIE LEFT HURON then took the keys to the

cells and went downstairs where the prisoners were lodged in 
the cellso

WILSON said we were all under arresto

WILSON was asked by someone in the group what was 
going on and WILSON replied that when EASTMAN, JACOBS, and 
TRIMBLE arrived, they would be placed in jail for a whileo

STOLDTS advised that various individuals, unknown to 
' him, appeared to be guarding all exits. He advised he started 

to go downstairs to get some coffee and an unknown individual 
stopped him from leaving the buildingo He advised this individ
ual is described as an Indian male, five feet eleven inches, 
185 pounds, long hair, 25 years of age, and that he has seen 
this individual on the Reservation beforeo

STOLDTS advised he was allowed to get a cup of coffee, 
which he did, and then he went back upstairso

STOLDTS advised that in the meantime, police officers 
ROBERT ECOFFEY and JESSE TRUEBLOOD had come in to the Pine Ridge 
Jail and were being held with the rest of the groupo He advised 
that TRUEBLOOD and ECOFFEY retained possession of their firearms 
He advised that RICHARD WILSON asked police officer HOBERT 
ECOFFEY for his gun and ECOFFEY refused to hand his gun over 
so no more mention was made of it.

^1|l®hDTS indicated at approximately 9:00 p.m., 
September1974, he hfld secured all the outside doors to the 
Pine Ridge Jail (locked)o He advised that approximately ten 
minutes prior to this incident, he had gone to the bathroom

' which bathroom is located near the East entrance to the pine
■ Ridge Jail. At this time, he noted that the East entrance was

‘ - 33 -
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locked and that two two by fours were in place on the inside of 
this door, securely locking this door. He advised that police 
officer BENNY RICHARDS in civilian clothes wearing levis and 
a T-shirt had shortly before this come into the pine Ridge Jail 
and went upstairs and he suspected that BENNY RICHARDS is the 
individual who removed these two by fours and allowed RICHARD 
WILSON’s men to enter the Pine Ridge Jail. He advised that 
BENNY RICHARDS freely associated with RICHARD WILSON’s men . 
when they were in the Pine Ridge Jail* He advised he smelled 
liquor on the breath of DELNO PROVOST and indicated that several 
of these individuals had been drinking.

He advised that while he and the others were confined
to the jail by WILSON’s men, DUANE BREWER followed ROBERT ECOFFEY 
everywhere ECOFFEY went and ECOFFEY told BREWER to quit following 
him aroundo

WILSON told us at one point that we were all incompetent 
and that when he took over there would be a new staff*

STOLDTS advised that at one point, just before JACOBS 
arrived, he was downstairs and he heard WILSON mention to his 
men "keep your weapons out of sight"*

STOLDTS advised that subsequently. Police Chief "SKEE" 
JACOBS talked to WILSON near the jail cell door to the women’s 
cell downstairs and that then JACOBS and WILSON came upstairs 
and all the police officers and WILSON went in a room upstairs 
where they held a discussion*

STOLDTS indicated that he and jailer FRED KILLS SMALL 
and Deputy NATHAN ELK went outside this room while this discussion 
took place and waited* Subsequently, WILSON and DUANE BREWER 
came out of the room and WILSON said "We’ll see you fellows, 
thanks for the cooperation*"

WILSON and BREWER then left and JACOBS came out and 
told everyone to return to their normal duties. STOLDTS 
indicated that he observed that all his prisoners had been 
released.

' - 34 -
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EASTMAN, Agency Special Officer, then showed up and 
asked STOLDTS for a list of the prisoners that had been released 
and a written statement of what had happened, and STOLDTS pre
pared this for EASTMAN.

STOLDTS advised he then received a call from the Pine 
Ridge Dispatcher that a bad car accident had happened between 
Rushville and Whiteclay, Nebraska, approximately half way so 
he assisted ambulance driver- ESSIE KIRK at this car accident* 
He advised that CALVIN PULLIAM, BILLY PULLIAM, and DEBBIE 
PULLIAM had been in this accident and that DEBBIE PULLIAM 
had a cut on the leg and had had one foot cut off in this 
accident* STOLDTS advised he did not know if this accident 
had occurred during the period that WILSON’s goons had re
fused the Pine Ridge Radio Operator to answer calls and 
transmit calls*

• STOLDTS advised he recognized the following individ
uals at the BIA Jail, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, during this 
incident: -

1, RICHARD WILSON
2. JOHN “BAT” RICHARDS
3. DUANE BREWER '
4* SPEC WILSON
5. WILLIE BETTELYOUN
6. JOE BIG CROW
7* FRED BETTELYOUN
8. BENNY RICHARDS
9* JOHN HUSSMAN '

10. WOODY RICHARDS '
11. RICHARD WILSON, JR. (son of RICHARD WILSON)
12* BILLY VOCU
13. WILBER BLACK FEATHER, JR.
14* DELANE PROVOST
15* IRV PROVOST
16* DICK HAGEN
17. BILLY VITALIS ‘ ’
18. PAPO MEANS ■
19* GABBIE BREWER

■ 20* GLEN THREE STARS
21. TIM SxfANGKEAUX
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STOLDTS advised that to the best of his knowledg 
the following police personnel were at one time or another 
involved in this incident*

1. DAN MESTETH
2* SKEE JACOBS
3, EGBERT ECOFFEY
4* JESSE TRUEBLOOD
5. WAYNE ROMERO
6 o TERRY MILLS
7O ORA JANIS
8. DOUGLAS YELLOW BOY
9. BENNY RICHARDS

10o NATHAN ELK
11. GERALD AGARD
12* DELMER EASTMAN
13 o NATHAN MERRICK
14* FRED KILLS SMALL
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On September 27, 1974, the facts of this case 
were discussed with United States Attorney (USA) 
WILLIAM F. CLAYTON, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. ‘USA 
CLAYTON requested that Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Police Officer BENNIE RICHARDS be interviewed regarding 
this matter.

On October 4, 1974, attempts were made to lo
cate BENNIE RICHARDS through the BIA Police Department, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and through the Office of 
Criminal Investigation at Pine Ridge. These attempts 
met with negative results.

On October 8’, 1974, attempts were made to con- 
■ tact BENNIE RICHARDS' through the Police Department at 

Pine Ridge and by contacts in the building in which 
RICHARDS was living. These contacts met with negative 
results

On October 21, 1974, attempts were made to con
tact RICHARDS at his room which is located in the same 
building as the Agency Special Officer, Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota.’ .

On October 21, 1974, FAYE STEELE advised that 
RICHARDS had been Absent Without Official Leave (AWOL) for 
two days.

On October 21, 1974, A. J. ROMERO advised that 
he had been contacted by RICHARDS from Martin, South Dakota. 
RICHARDS told ROMERO that he was quitting the Police Depart

’ ment.

On October 21, 1974, ORA JANIS, BIA Police Dispat- 
■ cher, advised that RICHARDS had been AWOL for two days and

his current whereabouts is unknown.

On October 21, 1974, Mr. RICHARDS, father of 
BENNIE RICHARDS, Martin, South Dakota, advised that BENNIE 
RICHARDS had gone to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, in order to 
return his police equipment. Mr. RICHARDS advised that his 
son would be home later that evening.

On the morning of October 22, 1974, Mrs. RICHARDS, 
mother of BENNIE RICHARDS, Martin, South Dakota, advised that 
her son is staying in an unknown location in Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota. She also advised that her son had quit working 
for the Police Department.
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On October 22, 1974, attempts were made to 
locate RICHARDS at the Pine Ridge Police Department and 
in the Pine Ridge area. BIA Jailer MARVIN STOLTZ 
advised that RICHARDS had turned in his equipment on 
the night of October 21, 1974. BIA Police Captain 
JOSEPH JACOBS advised that BENNIE RICHARDS had quit his 
employment with the Police Department on the night of 
October 21, 1974.

On October 29, 1974, BIA Police Officer JESSE 
TRUE BLOOD advised that RICHARDS' current whereabouts is 
unknown. TRUE BLOOD advised he unsuccessfully looked 
for RICHARDS for about two or three weeks regarding a 
personal matter.

On October 29, 1974, A. J. ROMERO, BIA Police
man, advised he had not seen BENNIE RICHARDS since RICHARDS 
quit his employment with the Police Department on the night 
of October 21, 1974.
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1 - Office, 7133

LABORATORY ft___

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, 0. C.

To: SAC, Minneapolis (70-7178) Date: June 15, 1973
/t

From: Director, FBI

R®: UNSUBS; BURNING OF HOUSE BELONGING 
TO RICHARD WILSON, 
OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN, 
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
5/14/73 
CIR - ARSON ■

FBI File No.

Lab. NoP'

70-59044

PC-J7464 JR

Examination requested by: Minneapolis

Reference: Airtel 5/19/73

Examination requested: Chemical Analyses

Remarks:

Specimens QI and Q2 are being returned to the 
Minneapolis Office under separate cover by registered mail. z

> \

Mr. Felt------------
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Mr. Conrad_____  
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Mr. Bowers_____
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'7-1 b 1 - Office, 7133REPORT 
of the

. LABORATORY ----- ft.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

: SAC, Minneapolis

Re: UNSUBS; BURNING OF HOUSE BELONGING 
TO RICHARD WILSON, 
OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN, 
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
5/14/73 
CIS - ARSON

Specimens received 5/25/73

Date;
FBI File No 

Lab. No.

June 15, 1973 
• 70-59044
PC-J7464 JA

QI Burned Humble Oil Company can
Q2 Charred floor board and ashes

Result of examination:

No traces of flammable liquids wre found in th© QI 
can or on the Q2 wood and ashes. The contents of the QI can 
at the time of the fire is not known.

i

RWS:lmh (4)
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Laboratory. W(^?S|ieet

Lab.# PC-J7464 JA

•<

. 4

FEDERAL BURE‘S HON
UNITED STATE? 'ji^^R^MENT OF JUSTICE

•• •

3
$

RECORDED 
5/29/73 
cac

Re: UNSUBS;
BURNING OF 
TO RICHARD

HOUSE BELONGING 
WILSON,

OQLALA SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN* 
iFiWRlDGEi SOUTH DAKOTA . *

-
CiR - Arson .

< •.■■■ ■ < . ■ \ ■.*. ■ ■
: Examination requested by:SAC, Minifeapolis v(70-7178) 

x. ■■ .< ■ - 1 ■■ / ■ . :
Examination requested: Chemical A^ly^6£ Ghent) Date received 

- ' " " , ■
Result of Examination: Examination by: k^STRTGKLAMg

QI 
Q2

Burned Hu^b^e Oil Coiq^any can 
Charred £lbQ#Woa.rd arid ashes



« FD-36«(Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

, t Airtel
Via _________________

F B I

Date: 5/19/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

Air Mail
(Priority)

I 
!
I

1
I 
I 
4 
I

TO ACTING DIRECTOR, 
ATTENTION:

FBI
FBI LABORATORY

c

FROM

SUBJECT:

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS

UNSUBS;
BURNING OFZHOUSE

(70-7178) (P)

BELONGING
TO RICHARD-WILSON, 
OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN 
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
5/14/73 
CIR - ARSON

Re Minneapolis teletype to Bureau 5/15/73

conducted
Enclosed is one copy of FD-302 reflecting investigation 
at above-captioned house which was gutted by fire

at approximately 4:00 p.m. on 5/14/73

Being forwarded to the Laboratory under separate 
cover is one package containing one burned Humble Oil Company 
can and one plastic bag containing one piece of charred floor 
board and ashes from the same area as the floor board.

REQUEST OF BUREAU

. The Laboratory is requested to examine and analyze
the above-described items in an attempt to determine if instant 
matter could have been arson.

’ The oil can should be examined, if possible, to
determine if it contained any petroleum product at the time the 
can burned. The charred floor board and ashes should be 
examined for evidence .of any type of petroleum^roduct or any 
other fire accelerant.'^ 5 /A L7 U

• . r-p. u 7 7
- Bureau (ENC. 1) - ’ / vs- • ■ - - ’

(1 - Package Copy - ENC. 2) .
- Minneapolis - . '

TRP:wkb ............................... '

Approved: Sent
ecial Agent in Charge 
’agd 487

______ I_______M Per--- X—<_________
U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574



FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATk i

CD Date of transcription May 19, 1973

An examination was made of a frame structure 
belonging to RICHARD WILSON, which was located in a 
sub-division known as East Ridge Housing, This building 
exhibited evidence of having been partially destroyed by 
fire with extensive damage to the interior of the structure.

There were no doors or windows existing in the 
structure at the time of this examination.

Investigation in the interior of the building 
revealed that the most extensive damage was in the southwest 
corner of the building. This damage included the complete 
destruction of cross timbers in the ceiling area of the 
building, as well as extensive damage to the ceiling area. 
Other parts in the interior of the building also exhibited 
extensive damage, but this damage was somewhat less than 
that in the southwest portion.

Measurements were taken of the depth of charring 
in various sections of the interior of the building and it 
was readily discernible that the deepest charring was in 
the -Southwest portion of the house. Additionally, comparison 
of depth of charring in various portions, of the building 
revealed lesser depth in descending portions leading away 
from the southwest comer of the house.

Examination of the exterior of the house 
revealed that the most extensive exterior damage to the roof 
and outer walls was also in the southwest portion of the 
building. Additionally, in the southwest exterior corner 
of the house extensive charring was noted to the exterior 
floor boards. This particular charring was not found on 
any other exterior part of the building.

Examination of the crawl space underneath the 
house, as well as the electrical x^iring, indicate that 
apparently no electricity or gas was connected to the 
building.

Intervie d on 5/15/73 . Pine Ridge, South Dakota MP 70-7178

SA DAVID T. OXLER
SA THOMAS R. PARKER TRPtwkb 5/19/73

This document 'contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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A one-quart Ml cm with the &w nmble Oil 
Cc^i^my taraly readable oa the side wa located ^sprcM* 
mtoly two feet inside the doormy in the southeast 

of ths building* Exsainatlon of this can repealed 
that it was sovaraly earned end seyerM. smll tincture 
hoses la its bap*

ihsaetc^s photographs ws^e tatex of the iinteflor 
aad exterior of this buildij^* Additicmlly, Ute above* 
described oil can and pieces of tested floor board fee® 
the ^outh^est comer of the iMilding; were rested for 
Laboratory axxalysis*



5/19/13

Airtel Air Mail
\

TO: ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (70-7178) (P)

SUBJECT: UNSUBS?
BURNING OF HOUSE BELONGING
TO RICHARD WILSON,
OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN, 
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
5/14/73
CIR - ARSON

Re Minneapolis teletype to Bureau 5/15/73.

Enclosed is one copy of FD-302 reflecting investigation 
conducted at above-captioned house which was gutted by fire 
at approximately 4:00 p.m. on 5/14/73.

Being forwarded to the Laboratory under separate 
cover is one package containing one burned Humble Oil Company 
can and one plastic bag containing one piece of charred floor 
board and ashes from the same area as the floor board.

REQUEST OF BUREAU

. The Laboratory is requested to examine and analyze
the above-described items in an attempt to determine if instant 
matter could have been arson.

The oil can should be examined, if possible, to 
determine if it contained any petroleum product at the time the 
can burnedo The charred floor board and ashes should be 
examined for evidence of any type of petroleum product or any 
other fire accelerant. ■ .

Bureau (ENC. 1)
(1 - Package Copy - ENC. 2)

2 - Minneapolis
TRPswkb
(5)
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Airtel

5/19/73

Air Mail »

xu:

FROM:
CUTS TFCT.W Jut W «u 9

ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (70-7178) (P)

UNSUBS; ■ ■
BURNING OF HOUSE BELONGING
TO RICHARD WILSON*
OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL CHAIRMAN, 
PINE RIDGE? SOUTH DAKOTA 
5/14/73 '
CIR - ARSON

Re Minneapolis teletype to Bureau 5/15/73.

Enclosed is one copy of FD-302 reflecting investigation 
conducted at above-captioned house which was gutted by fire 
at approximately 4:00 p.m. on 5/14/73.

Being forwarded to the Laboratory under separate 
cover is one package containing one/burned Humblp Oil Company 

^canymd one plastic bag containing one-piece of/charred floor, 
board .and ashe^\ from the same area as the fioorbboar^ ’

REQUEST OF BUREAU 4)
■ The Laboratory is requested to examine and analyse 

the above-described items in an attempt to determine if instant 
matter could have been arson. '

■

The oil can should be examined/ if possible,.£o 
determine if it contained any petroleum prpductpaiB ttieitime the 
can burned. The charred floor board and Wishes should be 
examined for evidence of any type of petroleWjg^dS^ct or any 
other fire accelerant. ‘ ’ JU ■

3 - Bureau (ENC. 1)
(Q)~ Package Copy - ENC. 2)

2 - Minneapolis
TRP:wkb
(5)
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FD-2G3 (Rev. 1-7-72)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SA MAURICE E. PEARSON
CiURACTER"OF CASE '

REPORTING OFFICE

MiynT^A.poLis

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS

DATE

6/1U/73

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

___ 5/1/73 - 6/8/73
TITLE OF C/aSE .. REPORT MADE BY TYPED =Y

kas
C HA 'iGRD • \
RICHARD WILSON; •
BENNIXDUA1K RICHARDS;
LELAND LEARREELS

CIR ~ EMBEZZLING

Title narked changed to reflect the addition of 
subject LELAND BEARHEELS. Title formerly carried as ''RICHARD ■ • •.
WILSON; BENNIE DUANE RICHARDS; CIR - EMBEZZLING".

REFERENCE: Minneapolis reoort of SA MAURICE E. PEARSON
. ” dated 5/2/73. ■; ' ■>

—. p CCTO: ! • ' r . - 
REQ. REC’D > , *

LEAD ‘ MAY 22 1975
ans. d A ;. .

'MINHF^POLI S BY:

AT RAPID CITY; SOUTH DAKOTA: WillZpresent facts'to
U. S. Attorney for prosecutive opinion. . ■

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED
CONVIC. FUG.

....... 11
FINES SAVINGS

RONE
RECOVERIES

. ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [ 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MON THS □ yes [3 no

2

1

2

COPIES MADE;

approved;

Bureau

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

USAj Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Minneapolis (70-7033) •

Date Fwd.

Agency

• How Fwd.

Dissemination Record of Attached Report

.H'N 20 1973

Nototionc

EX-103



FD-201 (Rev. 3-3-59)

U TED STATES DEPARTMENT O' 'USTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of: SA MAURICE E. PEARSON
Date: 6/ll|./73

Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota

Field Office File 70-7033 ‘ Bureau File #:

Title: RICHARD WILSON; '
BENNIE DUANE RICHARDS;
LELAND BEARREELS ’ ■

Character: CRIME ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION - EMBEZZLING

Synopsis: Investigation disclosed that sub js ct RICHARDS receives
a salary from Office of Economic'Opportunity (CEO) funds 
but performs no duties for CEO- Subject RICHARDS works 
exclusively for subject WILSON,Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST) 

• Chairman, and performs whatever services subject WILSON 
requires of subject RICHARDS. Investigation continuing.

DETAILS.:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Il is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its content
NW 6826T 56ency- '



FD-302 (REV, | 1-27-70)

FEDERAL 'BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dole of transcription 6/11/73

CALVIN L. SiA^'GREAUX, Office of Economic Opportunity,(OEO), 
and'Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), Personnel Director, OST . icadquarters 
Building, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, provided the fallowing Infor* 
mations ' 1 *

T io personnel file for BWHIE DUARE RIG'ARDS has no 
job application or job description for the position of Administrative 
Assistant to the OEO and for which RICHARDS is currently receiving 
a bi-weekly salary of $21^0•

To the best of 3 1AKGREADX* s knowledge, RI CI SARDS performs 
no duties whatsoever for 0S0» ^lis only apparent function is that 
of assisting tribal chairman RICHARD X^ILSO^ in whatever duties 
msOM dictates to RICHARDS.

Upon receiving authorization from the Acting 0E0 
Director, SERI ARRES-, SsWJSREAnx planned to advertise for the 
position of Adrainistrativa Assistant to the 0E0 Director. The 
OST Evaluation Cowsit tea will then decide who to select for lais 
position. RIGUURD WIL30R is not a member of tnls Committee. 
sjAilGREAUX feels that RICHARDS.$£11 possibly apply far this 
position aven though ha is not qualified.

Interviewed 70*7033

1 - 2 -
by--------SA MVIRIO-E. TEARRORAae____________ Date dictated.. 6/9/73__________

This document contains neither recommendolions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency;
it and its contents- are not Io be distributed outside your agency.
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Fb-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date of transcription 6/11/73

BERL AjCHES, Acting Director of Off lea of EconoMc 
Opportunity (OiSO), Pino Ridge Airport, Pin© Ridge, South Dakota 
(telephone 667-^931), provided tas following information:

On. l£ay 7, 1973? the Executive Board of the Oglala 
Sioux Tria© (OST) appointed AiCRES Acting 0130 Director until such 
time that the OST Tribal Council meets to select a permanent 
Director. ASHES was appointed Acting Director after the Council 
terminated the employment of LELAND BEARHEELS, because BEARHEELS 
never showed up for work. AKRES’ regular position is that of 
Director for the OST Manpower Program.

Since February, 1973, BENNIE DUANE RICKARDS has been 
receiving a bi-weekly salary of $21*0.00, which is payment from 
ths 0E0 Comuni ty Action Isogram (CAP) while under the title 
of Administrative Assistant (0E0 Account 311-01) position to ■ 
the CEO Director*

RICHARDS performs no duties for OEO whatsoever and 
his job description is Administrative Assistant to the 0E0 Director 
for woich he receives a bi-weekly salary. HIC.IARDS was placed 
in Ills current position by Tribal Chairman, RICHARD WILSON, and 
former 0E0 Director IiELOD BSAH HEELS. RICHARDS never showed up 
for work st- the GS0 office and has never psrfomed any duties 
in any way connected with the OSO or the position of Administrative 
Assistant to the OSO Director. As Administrative Assistant, 
RICHARDS’' duties did require that he spend all of his time at 
the QEO office, which is located at the Bine Ridge Airport. 
RICHARDS’ only function appears to be teat of sitting in WILSON’s 
office reading the newspaper and running orrandh for WILSON.

About two weeks ago, AKRES attempted to talk with 
WILSON concerning RICHARDS, but when AKRES approached WILSON 
and told him that RICHARDS" should be terminated from bis position 
with the OEO, WILSON did not reply to ASHES’ statement, he 
(WILSON) just turned and miked, away.

,n,erviewed °n—6/6/73--------------- Ridge , South-Lakota *—^gL-70<033

- 3 -
by---------- SA -&rmiCE-E. -^ARS09/ka a------------------------------------------ Dotedwaied--------------------6/7/73-------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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2
MP 70-7033

AKRES plans to recomend to ths Personnel Board 
of the OST at their next meeting that RICHARDS'S employment 
bo terminated from the CEO.

The only documents which set forth the reason for 
hiring RICKARDS ia that of a memorandum dated inarch 16, 1973 
from LELAND BEARHEELS which states that on March 16, 1973* the 
Executive Board authorized the temporary hiring of RICHARDS 
as Assistant 030 Director. This memorandum is attached hereto. 
A physical check of the Executive Board minutes by AKRES 
reveals that the Executive Board did not authorize the hiring 
of RICKARDS.

AMES provided copies, which are attached hereto, 
of the payroll earnings record for RICHARDS which sets forth 
the monies paid to RICHARDS from the CEO under the title 
Administrative Assistant since February, 1973* AMES also 
provided a copy of the Community Action Program (CAP) list 
of expenditures for the months of March and April, 1973* which 
reflects that RICHARDS is receiving the salary for the position 
of Administrative Assistant for GEO. AKRES also provided a 
copy of the most recent pay check for RICHARDS dated June 6, 
1973* which reflects that RICHARDS is still on the payroll of 
OEO.
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X.. STATK-rtUT OF :ZXT7ImDITURES 4

AIWEilSTlb. SON •

Ware;. 5‘ » ■ >
- J

' 1

Misou-rt costs CURRENT Cl .'f u .c.o/'.. TWIT
v . • ... - • • •'• .5*

Aduinistr&tiv- Dir etur i,goo.on . -:,250/m

•

n y • Of*
M.. .

-Aci'.’.iiiistrativ Assistant 240.00 1,612.84 T r TJ7 ; •

Data Coordinator 620.23, ■ 7. 7-0 OQ h 1 . • ■ • V -•
“1*• a /• t. 1 . *

3 cr tary • 504.00 ■ 2,420.no ■ 2, •”50:. 00 « • ■

Fii . s Cl 'rk 520.00 ■ 2,563.50 ■ l,6?6.j-

Fiscal Llanag.r 752.58 4,664.04 2,997.50 (1,.
Accounts Payable Cl rk 512.93 1,860^00 *1

Payroll CVrk -0- • 1,552.59 i,57?.5O 2*:.
Aosi3t-ar.t Pi sea?. Manag r- • -0- . 502.53 2,239.50
■j'ri.ig . p'n fi ts • 470.43 2,529.» 5,0l0.0G- h? •■

• .

Total. Safari s & Fring- . • ••

Fring- D a-, fits. . ■ 4,534.37 ' .25,>82J< 55,115.00 6,1 Xi. ’
. . -

Audit S'-i'vic ss -0- •■ -0- 1,500.30 ■ 1 , iA '"'.
•

Total Prsonnl Costs 4,428.14 *-.r ■■‘T.-__ - ;4,6l5.nn

OTH31 COSTS .

t ■

V •. lu-C-nsu. Trav 1 9.5a - 295.2? li^o.cn *?»■' - 
• ». • •;. •:*' ••* Out-C y i. ■ Trav 1 99.0’> 1,250.00 ’ ’ T '

F Of fie' Spac Rtnta? -O* . 1,250.00 ” 7 •}

jpp.o Cost to Trib (NFS) 215.85 3.295.00 •'. sZ

of fie -.’Suppli s
1. as - Purchas • of

175.45 1,750.0? f C* — "ir

Office Equips nt >35.37 974.37 2,25O.no *,nr 1

Cost of 5quip.to TribeCNFS) 4i5.67 2,510.12 ■ 2,500.00 1 • -•..

T..?. phon . -0- ■ — 1,000.00 j. t

Postag a Fr ight -0- 4g. no 250.00 fX : - •
Bonding Insuranc ? -0- 321.GO -0- c:2-..o'

r ■ Total Non-Personn 1 Costs • 585.92 5,010.47 9,500.00 )• h.3 ■ I

••
Total F?d ral Costs 5,oi4.o6 51,992.95 44,115.00

yj
Total ZZon-F d. Shar' 652.50 5,795.00 5,795.00

51646.56 47,903.00

1
-J

r..
Total Costs T.K "TpT r'V

.5
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-.□□LALA HI DUX tribe:
COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM

BOX 3~S /
f^IOGE. C'JUTH DaXotta 57770

K? 4505
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Pay.. £“3 £723X773) SUESS KBS AZSD

THE PiRST NATIONAL BANK 7 
:<£7RA3.<a '041

I
I x
I

AYE E: DETACH THIS STATEMENT BEFORE DEPOSITING CHECK QC-V- AVA CIOUX TRZCS

DATE

^■/T>

INVOICE NO.

tt -rr <^

l DESCRIPTION 

■ . - r— - - - - - - ---------------
yx yx. n j A T'”-' t—J-

•

AMOUNT if■>'1 os
t UlJ"'-.T ION

i

x^75 "m~Gi
1 •

• i ' 

।
' ■ i

NET AMOUNT

------------ ’ C7-rnFn»3 /' / . . OCLALA SIOUX TSIGE
-i -j -.P'-YtciAU........._____________ , , f (. f // . ■ • • <. ______________________________________ ________ _____________,____________________

PAY T ! . • i T KPOSC L DEDUCTIONS J NET
: HOURS J RATE ; EAJ^^S 1 !....................... ' EARNINGS PAID

1 reg. ; ■ : I । • ' I

6/V75 1%™ 20 ' ^co • 2';0’C0 ! ^’04 ' I 3£9o7&
___________________,:T’E.............................. 1........................... 1 ................................... :. _ L._. _____L_________i___________ .1____ _______ L.. _ ...L................................................

Z.MFLOYEE- THIS .5 A STATEMENT OF YOUR EARNINGS AND DEDUCTIONS FOR THE PERIOD INDICATED KEEP THIS FOR YOUR PERMANENT RECORD
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Transssii ibe in

. M .- 1
A/-/;

SlCH £ • ? -■ "
I. ^y^/17/73

l

Via - FACSMLE

• TGj. ACTIS^ BISECTOR^ FBI (70*58443^ 
ATTENTIONS CRIBS' UNIT

'. ■ -. • ' ■■ : ■ GSW -TWVESTIGAT1VE DIVISION
■'■•■■■•' ._■. ' • -RC<>M'571C^
- ■ , sac* ■ .Washington : field office y.. > ?a > = s^xxqn

:FR€W ‘ - SAC/- -MnS«EA^31IS;-(70r6B32):. (P> 
* * * • ■ . . *' - ‘ ' 7 : . . * •/ ■•'•

• \ ” ■• . - : .. *■ ‘ ‘C.1 <
. .- ./ 7 •■->'*■•-

- ■ — • • :-.■ :
■' ’ WOUNDED KNEE'

BE SUMMY TeL MED 5/12/73? • BUREAU AIRTEL TO MES^BAPOUS

DATED 5/15/73* ; " ■'J '• ' • ' ■ '

’ AT APFROXIt?ATFzLY 4100 5/14/73* A HOUSE AT FINE RIDQg

GI^ED BT'DIC  ̂WILSON/OGLALA SIGUX...TBIBAL COUNCIL CHAIB

BROKE OUT 18 FLAMES WITHIN MINUTES WAS COMPLETELY

EX^mmTXGN OF BUSSED GUT BUILDING DISCLOSED .POSSIBLE 

OF ARSONS 'iNT^StVE W^TXWXGN BEW W8DUCTBD-TO 

GEIGIWE of this'fire, ' -; " ■ / ' ' '

DESTROYED

DOEiiMINE

DEL EASTMAN, HEAD OF BUREAU GF INDIAN AFFAIRS (BlA) FOUCE

NW

PINE RIDGE, S*D^- ADVISED ON 5/16/73 IE Bi 
’ REC-83 •3

GONG^TRATIG-N OF HIPPIE-TxTE, INDIANS AND CHICANOS AT RANCH GF 
HUT^^OOLS-CHOW, NEAR KYLE, S*D

5/17/73



• iPiissitjri • .• . j-
1/__ __________________ — Lil

MP 7O6S32-: : ? V • - -

- ■ EASTMAN SET W ROADBLOCKS '• IN MCMT* 0F FOOLS ON/

:5/15/73- ’̂ ATOGIPATED ■ SERVING OlLS/16/73 '
• ' ' - ■ ■ • • • ••• . ■ • ■ ..

. W THOSE U&»> GIVE A ;GGOD -A^GUNTIKG GF TH^SELVES OR ' ' J y 

■ THEXB PRESENCE,' . EAS^N CONFESSED WITil DEPARnfENZAL ATTORNEY ’ '' - 

n* was laces'gn 5/15/73 Aim iswmwMss shortly
THEREAFTER ON INDICATIONS WHITE HOUSE WANTED NOZHINS DONE BICH

SU

ON BENING OF ATCSED A FEDERAL ^TMSlNG

HAD ISSUED SEraTIisG HIM FKGM SOTW fiVICTXGN ORBEBS

AT THE FOOLS GROW EMGHO BESTEAINIKG ORDERe AGQQ2DING TO 

ES^DS-THRuVSa S/20/73. . ' ■ -’.- / .. ’ ’

ON • ON 5/l6/73? DEMn^OAL ATWHNEY R. DOTIS ICKES ADVISED 

WHITE HOUSE DEL^ATIW? COSSXSTIKG OF BRADLEY PATTOSON? CSAHLSS

IL SOUSH? CHAIG A. X2^1XE GA¥$ /^

PLUS WHXT8- HOUSE STAFF PERSONNEL WOULD. ARRIVE AT DENVER* CvIORAES 

AZ 7s00 P<JL* 5/16/73, At«D WOULD BE'QUARTERED AT GOWN, KEijR^KA.

DELEGATION IS SCHEOTSD TO MEST with OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL GHAlRt^ 

DICK WILSON AT SsOD AelL^ 5/17/73, DELEGATION WILL THEN PROCEED •

Approve _____________________________ —
NW 68262 Docld:3298968BPP<ag^ B^-nl in Charge

------- -- - . M 
UJS.GOTETT.nVtftS fMftltfiJ Off«- - «35-374



Transmit the following in

Via-------------------- =—

IW 7U~6U32 ■ 

PAGE THREE

. BY HELICOPTER. IO RANCH OF FRANK FOOLS W WHERE WCTG WIL 

• SE HELD ’WITH TRIBAL CHIEF AND DISCUSSIONS TOX TAKE

PLACE Q^B^G 1868 TREATY* '. ’ • :' ■ . .

"ON S/X7Z^ SICK WX^ON? OGLOA SIOUX TRW. CHAJIW^ 

ADVISED HE F-ET WITH WHITE HOUSE DELEGATION FOR CIS HOUR AT 

9$00 5/17/73* BUSING KEEPING TOSON B^HASIEED NEED FOR

RECOGNITION OF TRIBAL COUNCIL AS TRUE REPfiES^MTIVES AND 

GOVERNING BODY- of TSlSE* WILSON V&S ASSURED BY WHITE HOUSE 

DELEGATION- OF THIS RECOGNITION IJITH INDIQATIQN DELEGATION WOULD 

IKNE SFATBOTS TQ THIS EFF^Ze WILSON MS0‘ WHASXZSQ 

■ SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS BY DELEGATES SHOULD BE HELD WITH FXECTED

RSKlESISiTATXVES GF XaiBE RATHER. THAXi Winm CHIEFS ASD 

HEADSM^'” . .• . '/ : ' ■

WILSON ADVISED liHITE WSE DELATION IS SCHEDULED TO NEST 

WITH NINE TRIBAL OKAIRMEN OF UNITED SIOUX TRIBES OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

■ ' ON 5/XUZ73 AT mOTA, WH^E EMERASIS WILL BE MACED

• ON ROLE .GF. TRIBAL OOWNmiS AS DULY ELEG^D REPRESENTATIVES OF .

Indians* ■■ •••..<" ■./ . - ■'. .■■:■•• : . ■ •

Approves; -_____ ------------------------------------- Sent  M Per-__________________
45^^ *n Uhstye ■ -■ • USLGSrnEmment^MlfH^UffctiiSrS—c.55-57£
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TfdnBirdi tb* following in -• .A-^"—--!, ’ : "
. . ' : :-, {fypi&pfcrviexi er . ■ ■: ■• • ... , • ■ '•

'” . ■ . ” ■ ’ .• . ’ =-i, ’ :. „
• Via_______________—... I ■; . .. ■

. . . . ■ . . . . .... (fii&ittf , </ ' ' = . ; . . . .

__ __ ________ ______ _ ____ ______________

■ MP 70-8332 ”-.. . \7 /3.\ 7’3 <<• ’

. PAGE FOUR /' : "-
’ ■ . " * • ’ % • \ \ ■ <;z: . ' - ■ ‘ ’ •.•;>, J v ■• . '

- ' ■ - . ' - " . - ’ - • ■ . M \’■? ■ - ’■ - ■ ‘* • *'• • , • /’ / ■ . . '

: ; ’’ -- INVESTIGATION OF. HIDES OR PARTS ' OF. HIDES ;OF; :CmiE'FStW .rt ;

. INSIDE-WGWEO ST JIN BRAND’ INSPECTOR OF ' •

. SOUTS SA^OTAi, REVEAL DISCOVEHT OF- ELEVEN’ HIDES • OH • PASTS OF ’

HIDES,.' HQUX>WAY*S;.IHSEEGTIQN BEEULTED IN IDWIFICATION OF HIDE • 

OF ONE SULL AND FIVE’CALVES AS -BELONGING ID RANCHER- GEORGE GOATS, 

THREE OF THE HIDES WERE FOUND GN FENCE BEHIND TEPEE CHURCH^ TWO 

HIDES FOUND BEHIND ’TRADING FUST, AND THE BULL HIDE WAS FOUND IN

’ A BUILDING EAST OF THE EUSEUM, - TWO HIDES WITHOUT BRANDS WERE 

WQATED BEHIND TEPEE CTOCH AND ONE CW HIDE WITHOUT BRAND 

DISCOVERED. BWnS GILDERSlEEVE HOME, EXAMINATION BEING CONDUCTED 

FOR POSSIBLE XOE^TmCATlGN OF GNE OTHER HIDE, .” -"; • ■

' WID CITY WIG STATION BRGADOAST DURING MORNING, 5/17/73, 

REVEALED POSSIBILITY A BONDING FIRM PROM FLORIDA WOULD FOSSISLT 
PAY $125,000’BOND FOR AIM LEADER RUSSELX^EANS, WHO IS W 

CONFINED IK MINNEHAHA GOWriT JAIL, SIOUX FALLS, SgD,

CHECK WITH CHIEF DEPUTY V„ S’, ’ I^RSHAL, SIOUX FALLS, SOUIif 

DMOTA, DISCLOSED NO APJlANGE^^'HAVE-BEEN MAD? TO HOLD BOND 

WEARING FOR MEANS AND MEANS CONTINUES TO REGAIN CONFINED, 
. ........... ........ ........... -_________________________ ______________________________________ ___

Approved; - ----------:_______ _ ______ :.__ ____ Sent ----- F< P~r------- -----------------—
NW 68262 Oocld:3298968^pBaI^ 5WS2i In Choice- - ' .... u^.<i&rwnme<>tPfi>n:?sp0frw> 19??—*55-574
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Dale::

pZ^ZnZSXt or

.(pnatiiy) •

OCCUPATION BY FEDEM. FORCES DISCW^

' RECOVERY VALUE OF JTEiiS IL^CATEDs

§20Ss416.17

ORDERS ANB STAMPS •-■-$;:'2? 870*29

ARTIFACTS FROM MUSEUM 169387-0S

HEAVY CGNSTRUCTW EQUIPMENT . ■.-. ‘70*495,20

ITEMS FROM TRADING >GST " ; : 22,2^3*62

HOWH VEyiGLES ■ - ■ ■ . 88,370.00

■ APPROXIMATE TOTAL
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COivLwGX
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FOSSiBI
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■' Date:

Trnrmrr.il the foH&wiftg 1ft
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/•I

■5
A. 7?
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■ Vis

•. IIP 70-6832 A
7

in pS^nieai er mdcl
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J

i '. - .S< ' * ■

. I y1
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—---- -4< 1
> -/:■ ; t

r

.• PAGE'.SIX

-ON i?/73s DOE IO • ROUGH TERRAIN • INVOLVED, ■ SA'S /;

' WTS&S ANO' USAINS, ’ POSSIBLE HORSE IBAILS ■ FRO^PORC^

A CENTER OF AIM AGTIVS^ 10 WSDKPED. KHIB.ALSO BEING SEARCHED

BY AGENTS ON HORSEBACK^ . . ■ ' '• •

REFERENCED SUIS^EI'TEL SET FORTS XKFORl^ION REGARDING

LOCATION OF VIDEO TAPE DUR1KG SEARCH INSIDE IOTP3ED KSEEg WHICH

PORTWED CLOSE-UP Ft^TOS OF INDIVIDUAI* CARRYING SHOUXSER iBAPDNS 

OC* COPIES OF TEIS VIDEO TAPE HAVE BEEfTHADE ASB ARE IN PROCESS 

OF. SEW FGEWA1&E3 TO BUR^U FOR GUPFIKG AND POSSIBLE USE WE ’

TSA1HIBG WKPOSES^ . " •_• ”■ ’ . .? • ' ' . ’ ;

. EVIDENCE SEI3ED BY SEARCH WRANT AT SAPID COT. CXRS^NITY 

HA1X ON 5/5/73^ . KEV&AL^; PERSONAL PAPERS DF>SEVB1AL INDIVIDUALS 

ON WHOM SEPARATE CASES HAVE OFSW, ‘ SOUEGES INDICATE

SEIZURE OF- PWDg IBDXCAL SUPPLIESs BEDDING AND HISGELLOTGUS

GAMPW BQUIFKENT HAVE S^SALIEW’^FECT ON WINi KNEE

SUPPORT GROUPS j AS SEIZURE OF SUPPLIES G0KPLE1BEY DISRUPTED THE

SEIKfENT OF SUPPLIES TO leOUNDEB KIBE INSURGENTS; ' " .

AppTuVe^i . , . ■ , -.L . ----------- ------------Sahl
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■ CAKAmX : XK¥EST1a?®KII: SEEKS CffiKUteD: 10 iw? 5USsGUB;:E5 ‘ |
QF THESE (X£^:-B£ors M I

EEXW.TOSISPe Wi OF TEEEEl^KE MSESS 'HEQUIlilsG XDEEiiJFECATXGii

IS OrEGXEG WWm.100^ '.THESE FaDNE 1SISERS SEIKO FOnWAT^EB' ’ j

10 m XKCi^SM IM EUHEAXJ SDKEDIEWEi) TEISFEWB IKDEX&
•' • * - . • - ? •

• . LISTS A3IX.EEGGEDS IKOJ^^ - ’- .
ADDE£SSBSO SUB •VOLLEYS

ORIGIN CftSB FILE* ; TaESE K^£S'BES;G FORTmED

TO 2WE& FIEU> Oi^IGES £03. IGSO:XSZ<yvrTQ^ EESULEE

OF SHIS SEAKCS ■ELSIES-MtGRI’EI .

CICEBAL OCHSim -Z’ • : •>■:■ VE?-,<.;■ <3- • < <
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' May 18, 1973
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

This concerns situ'- ion at Wounded Knee (WK) < of 
5/17/73. ’

, On 5/14/73, a house at Pine Ridge, South Dakota (SD) 
owned by Dick Wilson, Oglala Sioux Tribal Council Chair' 
man, was destroyed by fire with evidence of possible

' arson. Del Eastman, head of Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) Police, reported concentration of Hippie Type, 
Indians and Chicanos at ranch of Frank Fools Crow near 
Kyle, SD, which is site for meeting of White House 
Delegation and Oglala Sioux Chief and Headsmen on

- 5/17/73. Eastman anticipated serving tribal eviction
orders on those individuals unable to give good account 
of themselves, however, a Federal restraining order had 
been issued preventing Eastman from serving eviction

; orders at Fools Crow Ranch. Restraining order extends 
’ through 5/20/73. White House Delegation was scheduled 

to meet with Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman Dick Wilson, 
9:00 a.m., 5/17/73. Delegation will then proceed by 
helicopter to ranch of Frank Fools Crow where meeting 
will be held with Tribal Chief and Headsmen.

Chief Brand Inspector of SD identified hides of one 
bull and five calves of the eleven hides or parts of 
hides found inside WK as belonging to local rancher. 
Radio station broadcast, Rapid City, SD, 5/17/73, 
revealed possibility bonding firm from Florida would 
pay $125,000 bond for American Indian Movement (AIM) 

. leader Russell Means who is presently confined in count; 
. jail, Sioux Falls, SD.

J Search of WK area recovered numerous items with 
approximate total value of over $206,000. No additional 
arrests made since 5/12/73, and total arrests to date 
237. Searches continue in effort to locate possible 
burial sites for weapons and supplies. Federal search 
warrant executed 5/9/73,. on WK Communications Center, 

•' Rapid City, SD, resulted in seizure of quantity of 
records including April telephone bill which indicated 

' . calls placed to approximately 514 phones throughout U.S 
and Canada.

Search of buildings inside WK also resulted in 
recovery of records which appear to be personal records 
of Russell Means. Records contain possible AIM member
ship list for north central U.S.

Total Special Agent complement including two ASACs i 
83. As of close of business 5/23/73, Command Post, Pin 
Ridge, SD. will close and command post operation will 
begin at Rapid City, SD, 5/24/73.

■ * r ''V \ '
' , * * I 1

JBL:erg
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bT>-°«3 (Rev. 3-3-67) uA •
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS

DATE

7/26/74

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

7/5-7/17/74
TITLE OF CASE -

RICHARD WILSON;
BENNIE DUANE RICHARDS;
LELAND BEARHEELS ,

V

REPORT MADE BY

T.APPV T. nm WTTT

TYPED BY

srs __

CHARACTER OF CASE
CIR - EMBEZZLEMENT ‘

REFERENCE: ■

Minneapolis report of SA LARRY L. DE WITT, 8/23/73.

-C-

ADMINISTRATIVE;

Contact has been maintained v/ith AUSAs RICHARD D. HURD,
EDWARD E. CARPENTER, and ROBERT D. HIARING, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
re this matter. __ ______________

CC TO: C f. C 6/H 
REQ. REC’D...-r KI___

MAY 22 1975 
ANS. X e ' ZVT ' 
BY: Zp/'A /XX

Cl . /Sv 11 u. / a c- <
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED WOWR ACQUIT

TALS
CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR g]YES I |NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS [XI Y ES I InO

CON VIC. AU TO. FU G. FIN ES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

’ s ‘ ) SPECIAL AGENT
APPROVED IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
CO BAES MADE: '

^2/- Bureau (70-58923)
1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
1 - Minneapolis (70-7033)

■ 5 REC-34
uoMesBBMMi «■■■■>■■*

JUL 311974

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations
Agency \-o£C
ReqTOsrRTOd.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

Bn?
6 Page- 515 * U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1967 0-273-877



FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)
oAf-

UN HD STATES DEPARTMENT OF . STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of: LARRY L. DE WITT
Date: July 26, 1974

Field Office File #: 70—7033

Title: RICHARD WILSON;
BENNIE DUANE RICHARDS;
LELAND BEARHEELS

Office: Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

Bureau File #: 70—58923

Character: CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - EMBEZZLEMENT

Synopsis: RICHARD WILSON, Oglala Sioux Tribe President, interviewed 
by FBI on July 12, 1974 at which time he advised that he 
had hired RICHARDS for the position of Assistant Director 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe Rangers. Assistant United States 
Attorney HIARING, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, advised that 
this matter, aftei’ detailed review, did not merit Federal 
prosecution.

. -C-
DETAILS:

On July 5, 1974, Assistant United States Attorney ROBERT D. 
HIARING, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, advised that he desired to have 
RICHARD WILSON, current president of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge Agency, South Dakota, interviewed 
in regard to this matter before rendering a final prosecutive opinion.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. *

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 516 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O ■ 406-840



FD-302 (REV. U-27-70)

x
FEDERAL'BUREAU OF 1NVESTIGATIO..

CO ‘Date of transcription July 18, 1974

RICHARD WILSON. President, Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST), 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge 
Agency, was contacted at the law firm of Costello, Porter, 
Hill, Banks, and Nelson, 704 St, Joseph Street, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, at which time WILSON was advised of the official 
identity of the interviewing Agent by display of credentials*

Also present at that time was attorney DENNIS HILL of 
the above law firm and PAT LEE, the Representative of the 
OST, Pine Ridge Agency, South Dakota.

WILSON was advised by the contacting Agent that 
individuals had made allegations against WILSON, which 
allegations were possibly in violation^ Federal Criminal 
Statutes.

WILSON was advised that individuals had alleged that 
WILSON had hired BENNY RICHARDS to a position for which 
RICHARDS was obviously not qualified^ and that other 
irregularities had been alleged regarding RICHARDS position, 
WILSON was advised that the above allegation was possibly in 
violation of Federal Criminal Statutes,

Attorney DENNIS HILL asked WILSON if WILSON desired to 
talk about the above allegation and WILSON replied to the ’ 
effect that he would gladly talk about the above allegation.

WILSON thereafter advised that he had hired BENNY 
RICHARDS as Assistant Director of the OST Rangers.

It was agreed that WILSON would be afforded an 
opportunity to review his records and notes to refresh his - 
memory and he would thereafter gladly make himself available 
for interview by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the 
near future, if the Federal Bureau of Investigation so desired.

। Interviewed on_ 7/12/74______ o> Rapid Citv, South Dakota fh, # KP 70-7033

hY SA TxARRV L. DEWTTT?T,T,D? Mee___________Dole dieted 7/17/74__________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of Ihe FBI. It is Ihe property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency-2 —

68262 Oodd:32989686 Page 517_________ _------- -—---- ------



MP 70—7033

On July 17, 1974, a conference was held between 
Assistant United States Attorney HIARING and SA LARRY L. 
DE WITT at the United States Attorney’s Office, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, at which time this matter was discussed in 
detail.

Assistant United States Attorney HIARING thereafter 
advised that after detailed review of this matter, he felt 
that additional investigation was not warranted in this matter 
and that this matter did not merit Federal prosecution.

-3*-
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FD-263 (itev. 1-7-72)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS
DATE

6/24/75
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

5/21/75
TITLE OF CASE ’

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, aka; 
ET AL

REPORT MADE BY

RONALD E. BRUGGER
TYPED BY

mjs
CHARACTER OF CASE

CIR - EMBEZZLEMENT OF 
TRIBAL FUNDS; FAG

REFERENCE

Minneapolis report of SA RONALD E. BRUGGER, 5/27/75. 

- P -

ADMINISTRATIVE

Delay in reporting is due to case agent being 
assigned to the Wounded Knee Leadership Trials. Cedar Rapids 
Iowa (Bufiles 70-59318, 176-2397, and 176-2588). .

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED g] NONE ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QvES K~InO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS ^YES K~InO

CONVIC. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

5

APPROVED
SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGE

COPIESMAQ^s / * \

(2/- Bureau (46-67126) RECt?
1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

2 - Minneapolis (70-9027) X JUN 27 1975

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

Request Reed.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By . i7L
/ • H.. 101

NW 68262 - I rage-519... - navm PARE
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MP 70-9027

LEAD *

MINNEAPOLIS

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Will, through AUSA, District of South Dakota 
solicit a prosecutive opinion in the matter of ORLIN 
WAYNE WILSON, ET AL.

- B* - 
COVER PAGE

NW 68262 Oocld:32989686 Page 520



FD-204 i j-59)

UNIlcD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: x _ USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of: RONALD E. BRUGGER
Date: June 24, 1975

Field Office File #: 70-9027

Ti,le: ORLIN WAYNE WILSON
ET AL

Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota

Bureau File #: 46-67126

At Albuquerque, New Mexico

Character: CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - 
EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL FUNDS; 
FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT

Synopsis:

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Albuquerque, New Mexico, made 
available copies of delivery tickets submitted by Lakota 
Sand and Gravel, Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

- P - ’

DETAILS •-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

(I. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-810
NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 521



FD-302 (REV- 1 1-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/23/75
Date of trantcfiplion

' BOB CASWELL, Chief of Disbursement, Accounting and 
Finance Division, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Federal 
Building, Albuquerque, New Mexico, furnished the following 
information:

_ ’ He stated that he knows nothing more about this 
transaction than is■contained in the file and furnished 
copies of the following documents:

(1) Invoice number 23236.

(2) Bid proposal number 23721.

(3) Order for supplies or.services, dated May 
15, 1974.

(4) Delivery tickets, numbered 19848, 19783, 
19754, 19860, 19311, 1459, 1461, 1466, and 1059.

5/21/75 ot Albuquerque, New Mexico File * AQ 70-5790

SA LEOPOLDO E. ARMIJO/sgj ^,.9 5/22/75___________

.NW 68/85 It36eltn32969&80'aPfS(|d-522f”en‘fia' t°"t,uslanI *• 

----------------------  ■ - • - « J ... OflRftCV.

Ii Is the properly of the FBI end Is loaned Io your agency;



MP 70-9027

A review of invoice number 23236 disclosed 
same was submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
by MANNIE WILSON, doing business as Lakota Sand and 
Gravel, Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

68262 Docld:32989686 Page 523



FD-263 (Rev. 1-7-72) I I

FEDERAL BUREAU OF/INVESTIGATION
REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

"MINNEAPOLIS

DATE

11/1/74

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD '

9/9/74 - 10/4/74
TITLE OF CASE . ■
CHANGED \
ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, Aka, 
Dick Wilson, *
Richard Allen Willson, 
Richard-Wilson,-' &r.;
RICHARD ALLEN WILSON, Aka, 
Dick Wilson, _
Mannie Wilson, ’u

REPORT MADE BY

RONALD E. BRUGGER

TYPED BY

11

CHARACTER OF CASE

CIR - EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL FUNDS; 
FAG

Richard Wilson, Jr.

Title marked “CHANGED” to reflect subject’s true names as 
reflected on Oglala Sioux Indian Tribe census records; previously 
carried as "RICHARD WILSON, SR., Aka Dick Wilson; RICHARD WILSON, JR., 
Etc., Et al".

REFERENCE:

Minneapolis report of SA RONALD E. BRUGGER, 9/6/74; 
FD__470 to Bureau, 9/18/74:
Den^r~air’ter to Albuquerque, 10/11/74 .J-

-P-

APPROVED

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED (X) NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

CASE H AS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I j V ES CXlNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MON THS I I YES g]NO

CON VIC. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

COPIES MADE: •

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

: 2 Bureau (46-67126)

1 USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

2 Albuquerque

2 Minneapolis (70-9027)

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

/ •'
ZD 

) to-35
Oa*iR»ew

NOV 6 7974
*«*>««

'CH ^9

Dissemination Record of Attached Repor*
Agency

Request Reed. /-/?Acb % zn-o7

uh ib/ /
-------S*---- ------------

•

-A-
COVER PAGE

Notations



hv 70-9027

ADMINISTRATIVE;

Albuquerque should note Minneapolis realizes 
copies of the requested Delivery Tickets may be obtained 
through BIA, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, to support payments 
disbursed. However,due to the nature of the allegations 
involved and in view of the fact many individuals who 
are employed by BIA, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, were placed 
by DICK WILSON, SR., it is not believed a true accounting 
of these tickets could be made by Minneapolis at Pine 
Ridge. .

LEADS

ALBUQUERQUE ’

AT ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Will, through Division of Financial Management, 
BIA, attempt to locate any payments to Lakota Sand and 
Gravel Company, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, or Lakota 
Enterprises, Rapid City, South Dakota, or Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, and note whether the Delivery Ticket numbers match 
any of the Delivery Ticket numbers which are listed on 
pages 4, 5, and 6, of the Minneapolis report of SA RONALD E. 
BRUGGER, 9/6/74. „'

MINNEAPOLIS

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Will, through AUSA, District of South Dakota, . 
present the matter involving DICK WILSON, SR., Et Al, 
upon receiving results of investigation from Albuquerque.

COVER PAGE

NW 68262 Oocld:32989686 Page 525



FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 
i I

UN^ . STATES DEPARTMENT OF SE

* ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1- - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of: RONALD E. BRUGGER Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota
Dote: November 1, 1974 *

Field Office File #: 70-9027 Bureau File #: 46 —67126

Title: 0RLIN WAYNE WILSON; ■
RICHARD ALLEN WILSON

Choracter: CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL FUNDS; 
FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT

Synopsis: Superintendent, Hills Material Company, Hot Springs, 
South Dakota, advised his company charged IAT for 
gravel picked up by Lakota Sand and Gravel Company 
in accordance with arrangements made with BRIAN BREWER 
in May, 1974. FBI Identification Division record of 
DICK WILSON, SR., set forth.

-P- .

DETAILS:

At Hot Springs, South Dakota

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents 
arc not to be distributed outside your agency.

. U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1^70 O - 406-840
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FD-M2 (REV. I)-27-70)

FEDERAL' BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

, Se pt embe r 19, 197-1
’ Dale of transcription_________________________

. ' MERLE E. JOHNSON, Superintendent, Hills Material
Company, was interviewed at his place of business, Hot Springs 
Quarry, and was told of the identity of the interviewing Agent 
and the purpose of the interview, and being duly sworn, pro
vided the following information: -

__ In late May, 1974, he made arrangements with BRIAN 
BREWER of the Indian Action Team (IAT), Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, for the pickup of gravel by Lakota Sand and Gravel 
Company (Lakota), which was for use by IAT at the IAT Cement, 
Batch Plant, Pine Ridge, .South Dakota. The agreement stipulated 
Lakota was to pick up the gravel for a Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
street improvement project and Hills Material Company was to 
charge IA.T. This procedure was followed from the date- of the 
first pickup on May 31, 1974. He understood RICHARD ’WILSON, 
JR, operated Lakota. ’ ■

. On July 24, 1974, RICHARD WILSON, SR. appeared at
his office and instructed him to credit IAT for ten pickups 
and to charge Lakota for the gravel. According to WIJ.3ON, 
the gravel referred to was for a Lakota project other than 
the LIT Cement Batch Plant and the charge to IAT was in error.

He (JOHNSON) made available a copy of the credit slip 
dated July-24, 1974, which disclosed the following credit: 
$537.16- as represented by Delivery Tickets 19311, 19754, 19733, 
19785, 19848, 19860, 1459, 1461, 1466, and 1059. Copies of the 
Delivery Tickets were made available by WILSON.’ He (JOHNSON) 
made available a copy of the credit, slip and the charge slip.

He (JOHNSON) made available copies of the Delivery 
Tickets, which were examined in his office. The tickets were 
prepared in the name of IAT, but were prepared by a Hills 
Material Company employee in accordance with the agreement 
with BREWER. That is with one exception which was in question, 
the Lakota truck driver did not prepare the tickets.

He ..knew of no stolen or lost Delivery Tickets.

9/16/74 Hot Springs, South Dakota MP 70-9027
Interviewed on < ot.File # .

SA R0??ALD E. BRUGGER/cmk ‘ -2- 9/19/74
------- ------ ----- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------.----------------------------------------------Date dictated___ ____.______ __

*

This document contains ncilher recommendations nor conclusions of ihe FBI. II is the properly of the FBI ond is loaned Io your agency; 
it ond its contents ore not Io be distributed outside your agency.
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MP 70-9027

He noted Lakota used two government trailers with 
government license plates when Lakota first picked up gravel. 
Since approximately July, 1974, however, no government trailers . - 
were used. He did not note government trucks being used by 
Lakota. "

-3-
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MP 70-9027
RES:jmf
(1)

On September 27, 1974, Mrs, DOLORES BLACK 
FEATHER, Clerk, Census Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), was contacted at her office at Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, and Mrs. BIACK FEATHER provided the following 
information from census records;

Name
Aliases

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON 
DICK WILSON, 
RICHARD ALLEN WILSON, 
RICHARD WILSON, SR.

Enrollment number 
Percentage Indian 
Date of birth

U 14732 
5/16
April 29, 1934

Name
Aliases

RICHARD ALLEN WILSON ■ 
DICK WILSON, 
MANNIE WILSON, 
RICHARD WILSON, JR.

Enrollment number 
Percentage Indian 
Date of birth

U 21080
15/32
April 23, 1953

-4-



MP 70-9027
REB:11

At Pine Ridge, South Dakota

On September 6, 1974, VINCENT BREWER, Tribal 
Councilman, Oglala Sioux Indian Tribe, advised SA JOHN E. 
MC CARTY that GERALD ONE FEATHER, Treasurer, Oglala 
Sioux Indian Tribe, and LLOYD W, EAGLE BULL, Tribal 
Secretary, Oglala Sioux Indian Tribe, searched Tribal 
records at his request, but were unable to locate a 
charter for Lakota Sand and Gravel Company or Lakota 
Enterprises. ONE FEATHER and EAGLE BULL also searched 
records for a recent resolution regarding Indian businessmen 
buying from Indian businessmen, but no record could be 
located.

On September 9, 1974, the records of the FBI 
Identification Division, Washington, D.C., were reviewed. 
No record could be located for BRIAN BREWER, date of 
birth February 4, 1947.

On October 4, 1974, the records of the FBI 
Identification Division, Washington, D.C., were reviewed. 
No record could be located for RICHARD ALLEN WILSON, 
DICK WILSON, or MANNIE WILSON, date,of birth April 23, 1953.

On October 4, 1974, the FBI Identification Division, 
Washington, D.C., provided the following record:

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 530



. , . FEDERAL BUREAU CF INVESTIGATION »
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20337

• • *

' The following FBI record, NUMBER 772 738 B , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by Fingerprint contributes. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by ’ are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.
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fITED STATES DEPARTMENT 0JUSTICE’ 10 17-74 932 DAL 
' FEDERAL BUREAU Or KIVEST1GAWN

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20537

2 772 788 B
The following infomntion from FBI record, NUMBER
is furnished rOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,■ 

Dsscription and Related Data:

Race: Ind

Sex: Male

Height: 69”

Weight: 220

Hair: BM

Eyes: Brn

Date and Place of Birth: 4—29—34 Pine Ridge SD

Scars and Marks:4” scar rt side hairline; Tatt.oo DICK across left fingers; 
52-w back-left hand.

Address: (III 1969) Box 316 Pine Ridge South Dakota

Occupation: Plumber

Social Security Number: Unk

Since neither fingerprints noran 
identifying number which is indewd 

th4Cfvn° Euar3ntes in any manner 
that this materia) concerns the 
Individual in whom you are interested
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V .ev. 1-7-72)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 0

REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS
DATE

1/29/75
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD '

11/5/74 - 1/22/75
TITLE OF CASE , ;

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, aka; 
ET AL

J/ <^7
) '

REPORT MADE BY '

RONALD E. BRUGGER
TYPED Bv

cmk
CHARACTER OF CASE

CIR - EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL FUNDS; 
FAG

I , REFERENCESt J - - .

Minneapolis 
Albuquerque 
Minneapolis 
Albuquerque 
Minneapolis

report 
airtel 
letter 
letter 
letter

of

to 
to 
to

SA RONALD E. 
Minneapolis, 
Albuquerque, 
Minneapolis, 
Albuquerque,

BRUGGER, dated 11/1/74; 
dated 11/29/74 ;.7a 
dated 12/20/74;/^ 
dated 12/31/74
dated 1/16/75.

p

g LEADS
in

ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

AT ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ED none ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:
CON VI C. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 1 I Y ES ^KO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MON THS □ Y ES 1x1 NO
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MP 70-9027

Will, through the Division of Financial Management, 
BIA, review the supporting documents of the disbursement of 
$2,500 under voucher #VDD8VL179, invoice #23236, check #32837668, 
dated August 26, 1974, in an attempt to determine whether said 
supporting documents include delivery tickets as listed on 
Pages 4, 5 and 6 of the Minneapolis report of SA RONALD E. 
BRUGGER, dated September 6, 1974.

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Will, when the above lead is covered, present to 
AUSA, District of South Dakota.

- B* - 
COVER PAGE
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FD-204 (Revi 3-3-59)

UNITl.- states department of ju. :e
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to-. 1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of: RONALD E. BRUGGER
Date: January 29, 1975

Field Office File 70—9027

Office: Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

Bureau File #: 46—67126

Title: ORLIN WAYNE WILSON;
ET AL

Character: CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL
FUNDS; FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT

Synopsis: BIA officials, Aberdeen, South Dakota, advised that
■ MANNIE WILSON, doing business as Lakota Sand and 

Gravel Company, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, was paid 
$2,500 on 8/26/74 under contract order number 4A06- 
0170208; however, the supporting documents for the 
voucher were filed with BIA, Albuquerque, New Mexico.

. - P - ■-

DETAILS:

On November 5 and December 10, 1974, Assistant U. S. 
Attorney ROBERT D. HIARING, District of South Dakota, was contacted 
at his office in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and on January 14, 1975, 
Assistant U. S. Attorney LARRY VON WALD, District of South Dakota, 
was contacted at his office in Rapid City, South Dakota. Messrs. 
HIARING and VON WALD advised a decision would be rendered in the 
matter of ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, JAMES WILSON and RICHARD ALLEN WILSON 
following the final review of Bureau of Indian Affaii-s (BIA) records.

Thia document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. ,
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MP 70-9027

AT ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

On November 27, 1974, Mr. A. W. BARTLETT, Chief of 
Finance, Division of Financial Management, BIA, Department of 
the Interior, was contacted at his office in the Federal 
Building. Mr. BARTLETT advised BIA records could not be 
reviewed in an attempt to locate disbursements to Lakota Sand 
and Gravel Company without a purchase order number or a con
tract order number. Mr. BARTLETT further advised these 
numbers should be available through BIA, Aberdeen, South Dakota.
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?D-302 /R^V. )) -27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

I January 17, 1075
Dote of tronscripfion_____ £__________

PETER SCHMIDT, Acting Area Director, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA), Federal Building, provided the 
following information:

In June, 1974, BIA, Aberdeen, South Dakota, limited 
local procurement without a contract to $2,500.00. Material 
procured without a contract would have to have been approved 
by the Area Procurement Officer, then SIDW MILLS.

He was unable to recall transactions involving BIA 
and Lakota Sand and Gravel Company-and/or Lakota Enterprises. 
He will have one of his subordinates review BIA records, 
howevex*, to determine whether a contract was extended to one 
of the firms.

, . 1/15/75 Aberdeen, South Dakota Fll„ # MP 70-9027

hv SA BOKALD E„ BBUGGER/cmk nntP1/16/75
- 3 -

Ihis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.

W 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 537



FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL -BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

January 17, 1975

. HEIL CHAWCEZ, Assistant Area Road Engineer, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Federal Building, pi'o- 
vided the following information:

BIA records for fiscal year 1974 disclosed one 
contract doing business as Lakota Sand and Gravel Company, 
Pine Ridge,. South Dakota. The contract order number was 
4A06-0170208, and was for "concrete sand" and "sand plant 
rock ~ 3/4," not to exceed $2,500.00♦

Records also disclosed $2,500 was disbursed to 
Lakota Sand and Gravel under invoice number 23236, voucher 
number VD08V1179, and check number 32837688, dated August 26, 
1974.. The authority for the disbursement was the above 
mentioned contract, number 4A06-0170208.

He made available a copy of the contract*

interviewed on 1/15/75 Aberdeen, South Dakota „ MP 70-9027

hv SA RONALD E. BRUGGER/cmk nn,tfelnlgj 1/16/75
— 4 —

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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1-‘D-30’2 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 n January 29, 1975Date oriranscriplftn_____ f___________

SIDNEY MILLS, Acting Deputy Area Director, Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA), Federal Building, Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, provided the following information telephonically:

He failed to recall an approval for payment for 
Lakota Sand and Gravel Company (Lakota) or for Lakota Enter
prises or MANNIE WILSON during the past year for services at 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota.

He was quite sure if Lakota was under contract or 
order number, all payments would have been referenced to that 
contract or order number.

interviewed on 1/22/75 ot Rapid City, South Dakota Fite * MP 70-9027

bv SA RONALD E. BRUGGER/cmk Date dictated 1/28/75

- - 5* -
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yoOr agency.
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<
FD-2t>o tRev. 1-7-72) '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REFERENCE

REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS
<

DATE

5/27/75
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

3/25 - 5/5/75
TITLE OF CASE

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, aka; 
ET AL 

- -
I

REPORT MADE BY

RONALD E. BRUGGER

TYPED BY

cmk
CHARACTER OF CASE

CIR - EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL
FUNDS; FAG

Minneapolis report of SA RONALD E. BRUGGER, dated 3/27/75.

LEADS

albuquer^^

AT ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Will, through the Division of Financial Management, BIA, 
review the supporting documents of the disbursement of $2500 under 
voucher #VDO8V1179, invoice #23236, check #32837688, dated August 26, 
1974, in an attempt to 'determine whether said supporting documents

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 1x1 NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:
CONVtC. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

A ]
\ I

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I I YES fxlNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS | |YES r5?lNO

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOWAPPROVED

COPIES MADE: 1 * I /

REC-7
Bureau (46-67126)

1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
2 - Albuquerque (70-5790)
2 - Minneapolis (70-9027)

l™ T'.-l WTOM-sa, ____ ST-IC;
iS MAY >;75

___ .----------- }

0
Oisseminotion Record of Attached Report

Agency Qor /
Request Reed.

Date Fwd. Cd -
How Fwd.

By

- A -



MP 70-9027

include Delivery Tickets as listed on Pages 4, 5 and 6 of 
Minneapolis report of SA RONALD E. BRUGGER, dated September 6 
1974.

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION *

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Upon receiving a reply from Albuquerque, will 
present to Assistant U. S. Attorney, District of South 
Dakota.

- B* - 
COVER PAGE

NW 68262 Doctd:32B8M86 Page Ml



KO JC4 ‘Rrv 3->S9)

UNITED TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS1
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Cony to: 1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Reoort of: RONALD E. BRUGGER
D«!e: May 27 > 1975

Field Office File 70-9027

Office: Minneapolis,
Minnesota

Bureau File #: U-6 —67126

Title: ORLIN WAYNE WILSON;
ET AL

Character: CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL FUNDS;
FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT

Synonsis: VINCENT BREWER, original complainant, reinterviewed
and signed sworn statement obtained. BREWER told of 
a conversation he had with RICHARD WILSON regarding 
bidding for gravel contract let by Indian Action 
Team and how WILSON thereafter "took" the contract 
although WILSON was a high bidder. ■BREWER also 
admitted he told BRYAN BREWER, his son, who was in 
charge of the cement batch plant, to..."go ahead 
and let WILSON‘haul the gravel..." and he would 
report it to the FBI. ,

- P -

DETAILS:

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

This document contains neither nc^Qmmendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed 6utside~y^ur agency. *
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"Rapid City, SD

"March 25, 1975

"I, Vincent Brewer, being duly sworn, make the 

following voluntary statement to Ronald E. Brugger who has 

identified himself to me as a Special Agent of the FBI. 

Agent Brugger has informed me as to the purpose of the inter

view. No threats or promises have been made.

"Under the Indian Preference Act a company which is 

Indian owned and operated, and located on an Indian reservation, 

can be granted a contract if the company meets the low bid of 

another company which is a non Indian owned & operated company. 

The company can not set the bid but can meet the bid.

"Last Spring, 1974, I personally talked to Dick 

Wilson, tribal chairman, at my residence. Wilson came to my 

house on his own. I did not invite him.

"Wilson said he could not meet the price per ton of 

gravel the Indian Action Team (IAT) had. Wilson said he needed 

the business and asked if there was some way he could get the 

contract for gravel the IAT was then letting. I told Wilson

- 2 -
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the only way he could get the contract was to meet the bid 

of the other companies.

"I did not know then but I have since found out 

Wilson wanted the contract for Lakota Sand and Gravel Company 

which I understand is owned by him. In talking to my son, 

Bryan Brewer, I understood that Hills Material Company, Hot 

Springs, SD, offered a bid of $7.50 per ton, delivered, for gravel 

and Oral Sand and Gravel Company, Oral, SD, offered a like 

bid. I also understand through Bryan that Wilsons bid was 

approximately $11 or $12 per ton of gravel. Bryan told me 

after that Wilson "took" the contract.

"At the above mentioned meeting with Wilson I suggested 

Wilson go to IAT, Denver, Colorado, to-'-talk the matter over. 

Wilson thereafter went with Jim Wilson & Bryan and Bryan told 

me the Wilsons did not want to go into IAT after they arrived 

in Denver and to the best of Bryans knowledge they did not go 

into IAT. Bryan thereafter asked me what he should do because 

Wilson was telling Bryan he (Wilson) was going to haul the 

gravel and that's all there was to it. I told Bryan to go 

ahead and let Wilson haul the gravel and that I would report 

it to the FBI which I did.

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 544



"I know of no resolution passed by the Tribal Council 

which would give IAT the right to offer a contract to a high 

bidder. I am currently a tribal councilman and have been 

for approximately one and one half years.

"When I first contacted the FBI about the above

I also mentioned a $650,000 street improvement contract which 

was to be let by the U. S. government. I told the agent I 

contacted, John McCarty, that the money was intercepted by 

Richard Wilson and James Wilson and deposited into a bank 

in Gordon, Nebraska. I had no firm information as to that 

allegation but it was more or less rumor which I wanted to pass 

onto the FBI. '

"I have no first hand knowledge about Lakota Sand 

& Gravel Company being paid $19,000 illegally for leveling two 

lots in Pine Ridge, SD.

"I have no first hand knowledge about Dick Wilson 

being paid a.kickback of $65,000 for a street repair contract. 

I have read the above statement, of four pages, and it is true 

in the best of my knowledge.

"/s/ Vincent V. Brewer 

"March 25, 1975

- 4 -NW 68262 Oocld:32989686 Page 545



"Sworn to and subscribed before me this 25th day 

of March, 1975.

"Ronald E. Brugger

"Special Agent - FBI”’

NW 68262 Docld:32989686 Page 546



S’ FD-302 (REV. 1 1-27-70)

' (I)
rEDERAL 'BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dole of transcription 3/31/75

IKE BETTELYOUN, Manager, Indian Action Team (IAT), 
Cement Batch Plant, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, was interviewed 
at the Federal Building, at which time he provided the following 
information:

He was manager of the IAT Cement Batch Plant, Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, from April, 1974, until it closed in 
approximately December, 1974. During that period he had no 
contact with DICK WILSON, SR. of Lakota Sand and Gravel Company, 
(Lakota), Pine Ridge, South Dakota. Business transactions in
volving WILSON were conducted through BRYAN BREWER, then Director, 
IAT.

He had seen bills, however, from Lakota in which Lakota 
charged IAT for both gravel and delivery which totalled 
approximately $14 per ton. It was his understanding IAT would 
have been able to obtain gravel from Hills Material Company, 
Hot Springs, South Dakota, at $6 or $7 a ton delivered.

Interviewed on _3/25/75---------------- Rapid- City,- South-Daket-a^16 * MP 70^9027

bY SA RONALD.E,. BEHnGER_/_sb__________i------------------------- D0>edicoted, y.25/15-----------------
- 6 -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. I 1-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dole of Ironscription 4/1/75

(1)

ED D. GAISER, Vice President and General Manager, 
Hills Material Company, was interviewed at his office at 1311 
West Main Street, at which time he provided the following 
information: .

He recalled a verbal quote to Lakota Sand and Gravel 
Company (Lakota), Pine Ridge, South Dakota, last year from the 
Hot Springs, Quarry of Hills Material Company. At this point 
he conferred telephonically with MERLE JOHNSON, his superin
tendent at the Quarry. Lakota was given the contractors price 
of per ton per concrete rock and $1.50 per ton per sand. 
The price per ton is the quarry price, that is, not delivered. 
Lakota has purchased both roak and sand.

Indian Action Team (IAT), Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
was given a written quote, dated April 25, 1974, for material 
delivered to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, as follows:

$6.32 per ton per concrete mix which is a combination 
of sand and gravel; $5.82 per ton per concrete sand; $7.87 per 
ton per crushed limestone; and $7.37 per ton per crushed base 
course. The concrete mix could be used to mix concrete. A 
combination of concrete sand and crushed limestone could be 
used to mix. concrete. ... .

The written quote to IAT was given to BRIAN BREWER.

Interviewed on___ 2 3/27/75________ oi Rapid City, South Pakota-Fiie # MP 7Q-902.7----------

hy SA RONALD E. BRUGGER/sb______________ ______Dale dictaled_____ 3/27/75____________
- 7 -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Il is the property of Ihe FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. -
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MP 70-9027

AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

On May 5, 1975, the records of the FBI Identifi
cation Division were reviewed. No record could be located 
for RICHARD WILSON, JR. or MANNIE WILSON, date of birth 
April 23, 1953. A record was disclosed for ORLIN WAYNE 
WILSON, also known as DICK WILSON, date of birth April 25, 
1934-, which remained unchanged from a previous submission.

- 8* -
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FD-2tr3 (> ... 1-7-72) '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CHARACTER OF CASE

REPORTING OFFICE O FFICE O F ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

MINNEAPOLIS x- MINNEAPOLIS 3/27/75 __ 2/28 - 3/1/75
TITLE OF CASE (_■ 
ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, 
FT AT.

aka
REPORT MADE BY

SA RONALD
1 
iTYPEO BY

E. BRUGGER isb

-P-

CIR - EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL FUNDS; 
FAG

■ /
Y

REFERENCE:

Minneapolis report of SA RONALD E. BRUGGER, 1/29/75.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, RICHARD WILSON, JR. and VINCENT. BREWER, 
interviewed February 28, 1975, were being interviewed primarily in 
connection with a separate matter (MP 70-9729 -entitled "ORLIN WAYNE 
WILSON, aka; Unsubs; WILLIAM ROSSMOpRE, et al - VICTIMS," etc.) and 
were therefor^not placed under oath in 70-9027.

ACCOMPL!SHMENTS CLAIMED gj<NONE ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YE AR L.JYES ^J^O

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS I | Y ES ?^»NO

___________

CON VIC. FUG. FINES j SAVINGS RECOVERIES

' i

a ।
8 i >1 . SPECIAL AGENT

APPROVED ] . tN CHARGE / DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

X3>(es MADEi7

2j- Bureau (46-67126)
1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
2 - Albuquerque (70-5790)
2 - Minneapolis (70-9027)

1 / •- -< REG.

Ml
® APR 3 1975 X w-—

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations /

T 
1/

Agency

Request Reed.

Date Fwd. f (
How Fwd. 1

By
W 68262 Docld:32&M^ WS&.55B < -A- '



MP 70-9027

LEADS

ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

AT ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Will, through the Division of Financial Management, 
BIA, review the supporting documents of the disbursement of 
$2500 under voucher #VDO8V1179, invoice #23236, check # 
32837688, dated 8/26/74, in an attempt to determine whether 
said supporting documents include Delivery Tickets as 
listed on pages 4, 5 and 6 of the Minneapolis report of 
SA RONALD E. BRUGGER, dated 9/6/74.

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION

AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA

Will reinterview VINCENT BREWER and obtain a signed 
statement regarding the allegation of RICHARD WILSON's 
circumventing bid procedures on letting sand and gravel 
contracts on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

-B*-
COVER PAGE
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FD-264 (Rev. 3-3-59)

U.^TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Reporfof. RONALD E. BRUGGER
Date; March 27, 1975

Field Office File #: 70-9027

TitIe. ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, ET AL

Office: Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

Bureau File #: 46-67126

Character: CRIME
FRAUD

ON INDIAN RESERVATION 
AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT

EMBEZZLEMENT OF TRIBAL FUNDS;

Synopsis: ORLIN WAYNE WILSON and RICHARD WILSON, JR. interviewed 
by Buagents and denied knowledge of wrongdoings by 
Lakota Sand and Gravel Company, Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

DETAILS:

AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
NW 6826T '
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rDSO? (MV. I 1-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

(1*) Dale of transcription 3/6/75

VINCENT BREWER, Tribal Councilman,
Oglala Sioux Indian Tribe, was interviewed in a Bureau 
automobile outside of his residence, was told the 
identity of the interviewing Agent and the purpose 
of the interview at which time he provided the following 
information:

He preferred not to provide a signed statement.

The Indian Preference Act gave the Tribe the 
right to award contracts to the low Indian bidder on work 
contracted on the reservation. However, this Act did not 
give the Tribe the right to award a contract to an Indian 
bidder over a white bidder if the'Indian bid was higher. 
He will attempt to locate a Tribal resolution to this 
effect. -

He feels DICK WILSON, Tribal Chairman, arranged 
to have Lakota Sand and Gravel Company, Lakota, sell gravel 
to the Tribe at a higher price than Hills Material Company, 
Hot Springs, South Dakota. Lakota is owned by WILSON.

He denied reporting to SA JOHN E.
MC CARTY last spring that DICK WILSON had intercepted 
$650,000 of road funds and had it on deposit at a Gordon, 
Nebraska, bank.

lnterviewed nn 2/28/75„,Pine Ridge, South Dakota Flle # MP 70-9027 

hy SA RONALD B, BRUGGERI11 3/4/75

-2-
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 

it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

x

FEDERAL'BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

I
Dole of transcription 3/7/75

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON, also known as Dick Wilson, 
Tribal Chairman, Oglala Sioux Indian Tribe, was interviewed 
at his office on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, was 
advised of the identities of the interviewing Agents, the 
purpose of the interview and of his rights by SA JOHN E« 
MC CARTY as shown on an executed "Interrogation; Advice of 
Rights” form, at which time he provided the following 
information:

He and his son MANNIE WILSON are owners of Lakota 
Sand and Gravel Company (Lakota), Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 
BOB WILSON is his driver. He used two old Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) trailers to haul gravel last year. He borrowed 
the trailers from STANLEY WALKER of BIA with the understanding 
he would replace the old tires after using.

He has no knowledge whatsoever of a duplication of 
payments for Lakota gravel by the Indian Action Team (IAT) 
and HA.

The following descriptive information was obtained 
from WILSON or observed during the interview:

Name 
Alias .. 
Address 
Position

ORLIN WAYNE WILSON
DICK WILSON
Pine Ridge, South Dakota
Tribal Chairman
Oglala Sioux Indian Tribe
Pine Ridge, South Dakota

Race
Sex
Height 
Weight

• Eyes
Hair
Date of birth 
Tattoos

Indian
Male
5’11”
220 pounds
Brown, glasses
Black '
April 29, 1934
"DICK” left fingers, one 
letter on each finger;
”52W” back left hand

Education
Marital Status

High School Graduate 
Divorced

J 2/28/75 Pine Ridge, South Dakota., # MP 70-9027

RONALD E. BRUGGER
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

(1) Dote of transcription
3/8/75

RICHARD WILSON, JR., also known as
MANNIE WILSON, was interviewed at the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) building, was told the identity of the 
interviewing Agent and the purpose of the interview, 
was advised of his rights as reflected on an executed 
’’Interrogation; Advice of Rights” form, at which time 
he provided the following information:

He and his father, RICHARD WILSON, SR., are 
owners of Lakota Sand and Gravel Company (Lakota), Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota. Lakota was incorporated by the 
State of South Dakota approximately years ago and its 
purpose is to supply gravel by Indian contract to anyone 
on the reservation needing gravel.

He would rather not comment regarding the allegation 
of Lakota*s using Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) vehicles 
without authorisation. He would rather not comment regarding 
the bidding for gravel on contracts obtained by Lakota.

He did not hear anything to the effect his 
father intercepted moneys from the federal government for 
a street improvement contract and put it into the bank to collect 
interest.

The following information was obtained from 
WILSON or noted during the interview:

Name
Alias
Address

Telephone Number
Employer

Position

Race

RICHARD WILSON, JR.
Mannie Wilson
Living with JULIE WILSON, 
Grandmother 
605-867-5478
Lakota Sand and Gravel Co o, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota;
Oglala Sioux Rangers, 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
Part owner - Lakota Sand 
and Gravel Co.
Indian

3/1/75 Pine Ridge, South Dakota MP 70-9027
Interviewed on . at File #
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MP 70-9027 
(2*)

Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Tattoos

Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Social Security 
Account Number 
Education 
Military Service 
Marital Status 
Arrests

Male
5'7" 
140 
Brown 
Black
"A" on left shoulder (not 
seen) ”P” on back of left 
hand by thumb.
April 23, 1953
Pine Ridge, South Dakota

JFK Act 5 (g)(2)(D)

High School Graduate 
None
Divorced
None admitted


