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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78) .
L 4 FBI

GLASSIFICATION:

□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□ UNCLAS E F T o 
tn UNCLAS

PRECEDENCE
□ Immediate

Priority
□ Routine

TRANSMIT VIA:
E8J Teletype
Hl Facsimile

Date 10/18/78

FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC) G; <■ ya

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY^

BT

UNCLAS

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA1

REFERENCE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA

OCTOBER 18, 1978

FBIHQ ADVISED

HSCA HAD REQUESTED

THE SPECIAL AGENTS

OF THE ATLANTA FBI

APRIL, 1968

Le.uo^

IN REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALL THAT THE

THAT THE BUREAU FURNISH THE NAMES OF ALL

(SA'Sl WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO HEADQUARTERS

OFFICE FROM JANUARY 1, 1967, THROUGH

AS A RESULT OF THE ABOVF, ATLANTA CHECKED THE ATLANTA

PERSONNEL ADDRESS LISTS COVERING THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 1967

THROUGH APRIL 30 1968

BEING ASSIGNED TO

EAS:pf

Approved:

THE ATLANTA OFFICE DURING THAT PERIOD:

SEARCHED

Transmitted

AND THE FOLLOWING SA'S WERE NOTED AS

06^ Per
(Time)(Number) rBI/DOJ

Docld:3298M02



PAGE TWO AT (66-2242). UNCLAS

"SPECIAL AGENTS IN CHARGE, ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENTS IN

CHARGE, AND SUPERVISORS":

FRANK V. HITT - SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

EUGENE H. STEWART - ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

JACK KEITH - ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

CHARLES S. HARDING (ASTERISK).

EDWARD T. KASSINGER

ANGELO M. ROBBE

"HEADQUARTERS CITY SA’S"

HILBERT ARPS (ASTERISK!

JOSEPH PATRICK AYERS

THOMAS J. BARRETT

JACK T. BEVERSTEIN (ASTERISK!

JAMES G. BOWEN

DENNIS A. BRAIDEN

DONALD P. BURGESS (ASTERISK).

RICHARD J. CIECKA

JOSEPH A. CIMINERA

CARL E. CLAIBORNE (ASTERISK!

WILLIAM D. COCHRAN

NW 65360 Docld:3298»2 Page 3



PAGE THREE AT (66-22421 UNCLAS

WILLIAM E. COLOMBELL

DALE D. CONROY

KEITH D. COY

EDWARD G. CRIM (ASTERISK!

JOHN F. CUNNINGHAM (ASTERISK!

RICHARD H. DAVIS (ASTERISK!

MARC M. DIEHL

JAMES JOSEPH DOLAN (ASTERISK!

JOHN T. DOLAN

SPENCER J. DRAYTON

CHARLES S. DUKE (ASTERISK!

SCOTT T. FENSTERMAKER

RICHARD E. FUGATT (ASTERISK!

GERALD J. GALLAGHER

CHARLES E. GALVIN

JOHN P. GRANFIELD

JAMES L. HAGUE

STEPHEN L. HALPIN

0. RICHARD HAMILTON (ASTERISK!

CHARLES T. HAYNES (ASTERISK!

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 4



PAGE FOUR AT (66-22421 UNCLAS

KENNETH R. HEINEMAN

STANLEY T. JACOBSEN

JAMES 0. JANNEY

ROGER L. KAAS

STANLEY R. KEEL

WILLIAM V. KENNEDY

ROBERT J. KOLEVAR

JOHN J. LANGSFELD

DAVID R. LASH

THOMAS E. LAVIN

HARRY L. LEE 
u

JOHN F. LE@tK 

ROBERT K. LEWIS 

JAMES F. LINK 

LAWRENCE L. LYNCH 

RONALD MADDEN

ROBERT L. MC FALL

RAYMOND J. MICHEL

ALDEN F. MILLER (ASTERLSKl 

PAUL LEE MILLER

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 5



PAGE FIVE AT (66-2242) UNCLAS 

THOMAS H. MITCHELL, JR. 

C. DALLAS MOBLEY 

ARTHUR L. MURTAGH (ASTERISK)! 

ROBERT R. NICHOLS 

RONALD R. NOEL 

JOHN E. OGDEN 

BRIAN FRANCIS O’SHEA 

JOHN -M. PALFI (ASTERISK! 

ROBERT GUNN PARKER 

ROBERT R. PERRY 

JAMES 0. PONDER 

JOHN P. QUINLAN 

RICHARD D. RACKLEFF 

THOMAS C. RENAGHAN 

JOHN B. REYNOLDS 

JAMES R. RIORDAN 

DONALD V. RITENOUR, JR. 

HUGH ROBINSON, JR. 

PAUL W. ROEMER

CHARLES F. ROESNER (ASTERISK!

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 6



PAGE SIX AT (66-2242X UNCLAS

JAMES J. ROSE (ASTERISK!

ALAN H. ROTTON 

TERRY M. SCOTT 

ALAN G. SENTINELLA (ASTERISK! 

JACK B. SIMPSON 

WILLIAM JOHN SLICKS 

JOSEPH E. SMITH 

MICHAEL J. SOJA (ASTERISK! 

FRANK R. SOUTHERLAND (ASTERISK! 

RAYMOND F. SPOON 

JOHN, G. SULLIVAN 

DONALD F. TACKITT 

WILLIAM J. WATRY 

WILLIAM B. WATTS 

DONALD G. WILSON 

GLENN L. YOUNG 

THE WORD ASTERISK WAS USED TO INDICATE THE NAMES OF 

ATLANTA HEADQUARTERS SA'S WHO HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE 

ATLANTA SECURITY SQUAD (NUMBER THREE SQUAD! DURING THE 

PERIOD JANUARY, 1967, TO APRIL, 1968. SOME OF THESE

NW 65360 Docld:3298»2 Pagel



PAGE SEVEN AT (66-2242) UNCLAS

AGENTS ON THE SECURITY SQUAD ONLY SERVED ON THIS SQUAD FOR 

A PORTION OF THE ABOVE PERIOD, AND SOME OF THEM DID NOT 

HANDLE SECURITY WORK, AS THIS SQUAD ALSO HANDLED OTHER 

MATTERS.

BT

5

NW 65360 Doctd:32S8»8»2 Page 8



ATO002 2911934 '

PP HQ '

DE AT ■

P I81935Z OCT 78 ■

FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC) ’

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY ‘

BT ’

UNCLAS , •

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY. UNIT .

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

REFERENCE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA, ’ 

OCTOBER 18, 1978. * . * *

■ FBIHQ' ADVISED IN REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALL THAT THE 

HSCA HAD REQUESTED THAT THE BUREAU FURNISH THE NAMES OF ALL 

THE SPECIAL AGENTS (SA’S) WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO HEADQUARTERS 

OF THE ATLANTA FBI OFFICE FROM JANUARY 1, 1967, THROUGH 

APRIL, 1968. ' • " ’

AS A RESULT OF THE ABOVE, ATLANTA CHECKED THE ATLANTA 

PERSONNEL ADDRESS LISTS COVERING THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 196.7, 

THROUGH APRIL 30, 1968; AND THE FOLLOWING SA’S WERE NOTED AS 

BEING ASSIGNED‘TO THE ATLANTA OFFICE DURING THAT PERIOD:

W 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 9



PAGE TWO AT (66-2242) UNCLAS

"SPECIAL AGENTS IN CHARGE, ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENTS IN 

CHARGE, AND SUPERVISORS"s ' .

FRANK V. HITT - SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE .

.EUGENE H. STEWART - ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

JACK KEITH - ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 

CHARLES S. HARDING (ASTERISK) . < ’

EDWARD T. KASSI NGER 

ANGELO M. ROBBE ■

"HEADQUARTERS CITY SA’S" 

HILBERT ARPS (ASTERISK) 

- JOSEPH PATRICK AYERS

THOMAS J. BARRETT ’ •

JACK T. BEVERSTEIN (ASTERISK)

JAMES G. BOWEN - '

' DENNIS A. BRAIDEN

DONALD P. BURGESS (ASTERISK) 

RICHARD J. ClECKA

JOSEPH A. CIMINERA 
I 

carl E. CLAIBORNE (ASTERISK) ■ ‘

. WILLIAM D. COCHRAN

NW65»Jk>cld:32989®02 Page 10



page three at (66-2242)’ unclas 

william e. colombell '
DALE D. CONROY ’ 

KEITH D. COY. . '

EDWARD G. CRIM (ASTERISK) 

JOHN F, CUNNINGHAM (ASTERISK) 

RICHARD H. DAVIS (ASTERISK) 

MARC M. DIEHL 

JAMES JOSEPH DOLAN (ASTERISK) 

JOHN T. DOLAN -

SPENCER J. DRAYTON ’ ’

CHARLES S. DUKE (ASTERISK) 

SCOTT T. FENSTERMAKER 

RICHARD E. FUGATT (ASTERISK) 

GERALD J. GALLAGHER 

CHARLES E. GALVIN 

JOHN P. GRANFIELD 

JAMES L. HAGUE .

' STEPHEN L. HALPIN

’ 0. richard Hamilton (asterisk)

CHARLES T. HAYNES (ASTERISK)

NW 65360 Docld:32989602 Page 11



PAGE FOUR AT (66-2242) UNCLAS.

KENNETH R. HEINEMAN

STANLEY I. JACOBSEN

JAMES 0. JANNEY

ROGER L. KAAS

STANLEY R. KEEL

WILLIAM V. KENNEDY

ROBERT J. KOLEVAR

JOHN J. LANGSFELD 

. DAVID R. LASH

THOMAS E. LAVIN

HARRY L» LEE . . '

JOHN F. LEUCK

ROBERT K. LEWIS

JAMES F. LINK ‘

LAWRENCE L. LYNCH

RONALD MADDEN ‘

ROBERT L. MC FALL

•RAYMOND J. MICHEL 

ALDEN F. MILLER (ASTERISK) 

' PAUL LEE MILLER

NW 65360 Docld:3298M02 Page 12



PAGE FIVE AT (66-2242) UNCLAS 

' THOMAS H. MITCHELL, JR.

C. DALLAS MOBLEY 

ARTHUR L. MURTAGH (ASTERISK) 

ROBERT R. NICHOLS 

RONALD R. NOEL '

JOHN E. OGDEN 

BRIAN FRANCIS O’SHEA 

JOHN M. PALFI (ASTERISK) 

ROBERT GUNN PARKER .

ROBERT R. PERRY

' JAMES 0. PONDER 

JOHN P. QUINLAN 

RICHARD D. RACKLEFF

■ THOMAS C. RENAGHAN

JOHN B. REYNOLDS

’ JAMES R. RIORDAN

DONALD V. RITENOUR, JR. 

HUGH ROBINSON, JR. 

PAUL W. ROEMER 

CHARLES.F. ROESNER (ASTERISK)

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 13



PAGE SIX AT (66-2242) UNCLAS

' JAMES J. ROSE (ASTERISK) ,

ALAN H. ROTTON ’

TERRY M. SCOTT .

ALAN G. SE.NTINELLA (ASTERISK) 

JACK B. SIMPSON . 

’ WILLIAM JOHN SLICKS 

JOSEPH E. SMITH .

MICHAEL J. SOJA (ASTERISK) 

FRANK R. SOUTHERLAND (ASTERISK) 

RAYMOND F. SPOON .

JOHN G. SULLIVAN '

DONALD F. TACKITT •

WILLIAM J. WATRY ,

WILLIAM B. WATTS ’z .
.DONALD G.. WILSON - 

GLENN L. YOUNG ■ ‘

THE WORD ASTERISK WAS USED TO INDICATE THE NAMES OF

ATLANTA HEADQUARTERS SA’S WHO HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE 

ATLANTA SECURITY SQUAD (NUMBER THREE SQUAD) DURING THE 

PERIOD JANUARY, 1967, TO APRIL, 1968. SOME OF THESE

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 14



PAGE SEVEN.AT (66-2242) U.NCLAS

AGENTS ON THE SECURITY SQUAD ONLY SERVED ON THIS SQUAD FOR 

A PORTION OF THE ABOVE PERIOD, AND SOME OF THEM DID NOT 

HANDLE SECURITY WORK, AS THIS SQUAD ALSO HANDLED OTHER • 

MATTERS.

BT



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78)

TRANSMIT VIA: 
Teletype

□ Facsimile
□ _______ _______

B FBT
PRECEDENCE:
□ Immediate

Priority
|~] Routine

CLASSIFICATION: 
□ TOP SECRET 
□ SECRET 
□ CONFIDENTIAL

UNCLAS E F T 0 
(3 UNCLAS

Date 9/25/78

FM ATLANTA (66-2242I (RUC1 t -- .
//

TO DIRECTOR (62-1172901 PRIORITY/ & 

BT

UNCLAS

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISIO^.

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA1. BUDED 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1978.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO BIRMINGHAM ET AL, SEPTEMBER 19, 

1978.

REFERENCED TELETYPE ADVISED THAT HSCA REQUESTED ACCESS

TO ALL BUREAU FILE MATERIAL AS WELL AS MATERIAL FROM THE

FIELD OFFICES OF BIRMINGHAM, JACKSON, ATLANTA, NEW ORLEANS &

LOS ANGELES, ON THE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF AMERICA (CCA1 FOR

THE YEARS 1967 - 1968. IT WAS NOTED THAT CCA WAS SEPARATE

FROM THE WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL. RECIPIENT OFFICES WERE

TO FURNISH TWO COPIES OF ANY COMMUNICATIONS’ MEETING THIS CRITERIA.

ATLANTA INDICES LOCATED ONE MAIN FILE ON CCA COMPRISED OF



PAGE TWO AT C66-2242} UNCLAS

ONE VOLUME, ATLANTA FILE 105-518, BUFILE 1'05-46'604.

THERE ARE NO COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINED IN THE FILE FOR

THE PERIOD 1967 - 1968.

BT

NW 65360 DocM:32MM®2 Page 17



VZCZCHQ0441

RR BH JN AT NO LA

DE HQ 0141 2620145

ZNY EEEEE

R 192123Z SEP 78

F0IRECTOR FBI (62-117290)

TO FBI BIRMINGHAM ROUTINE.

FBI JACKSON ROUTINE ‘ .

FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE

FBI NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE

FBI LOS'ANGELES ROUTINE J

* a
UNCLASP* E FI 0

■ HQU.SE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

BUREAU DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 26, 1978. ' ‘ '

THE HSCA, WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION OF' 

JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., REQUESTED BY 

LETTER' DATED SEPTEMBER 12, 1978., .ACCESS', TO ALL BUREAU FILE 
MATERIAL AS WELL AS MATERIAL^FROM THE FIELD OFFICES OF 

BIRMINGHAM, JACKSON, ATLANTA, NEW. ORLEANS AND. .LOS ANGELES, 

ON THE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF.AMERICA FOR THE YEARS 1967-1968. 

IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT THE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF AMERICA ISA

SS?lWD^^SlLEDx2^^
SEP 1)1978

_ . FBI-ATLANTA ,



PAGE TWO DE HQ 0141 UNCLAS E F T 0 

SEPARATE ORGANIZATION FROM THE -WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL.

RECIPIENT OFFICES. FURNISH FBI HEADQUARTERS TWO COPIES OF 

ANY COMMUNICATIOMEETING ABOVE CRITERIA. ALL COPIES SHOULD 

EE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND SHOULD BE SENT BY REGISTERED MAIL, 

MAILED TO THE ATTENTION 0 FTHECO NG RESS10 NAL INQUIRY UNIT, " 
< ~ > - ■ 1' .............—--------------- -—--------- -—---------- -------

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION.

BT

0141

NNNN

2630145Z AT 1.

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Paqe 19



VZCZCHQ0141

RR BH JN AT NO LA ,

02 HO 0141 2620145 '

Z’Y EEEEE .

R 1S2123Z SEP 78 

F0IRECTOR FBI (62-117290)

TO FBI BIRMINGHAM ROUTINE \

FBI JACKSON ROUTINE ‘
FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE • x ' )

FBI NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE / •

FBI LOS ANGELES ROUTINE ( '

bT .

UNCLAS E F I 0 ■ .

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS CHSCA) • .

BUREAU DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 26, 1973*

THE HSCA, WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION OF 

JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, REQUESTED BY 

.LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 12, 1978, ACCESS TO ALL BUREAU FILE 

MATERIAL AS WELL AS MATERIAL FROM THE FIELD OFFICES OF 

BIRMINGHAM, JACKSON, ATLANTA, NEW ORLEANS AND LOS ANGELES, 

0< THE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF AMERICA FOR THE YEARS 1967-1968. 

IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT THE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF AMERICA IS A

NW 65360 OocH:3298Mg2 Page 20



PAGE T^O DE HQ 0141 UNCLAS E FT 0 ’ . ■ .

SEPARATE ORGANIZATION FROM THE WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL.

RECIPIENT OFFICES FURNISH FBI HEADQUARTERS TWO COPIES OF 

A'<Y COMMUNICATIOMEETING ABOVE-CRITERIA. ALL COPIES SHOULD 

EE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND SHOULD BE SENT BY REGISTERED MAIL, 

MAILED TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,. 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION.

■BI ' ’ ‘ •

• 0141 . '

2630145Z AT 1.

NW 65360 Docld:3298&602 Page 21



VZCZCHQO105

RR AT

DE HQ 0105 2570100

ZNY EEEEE

R 142049Z SEP 78

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117290)

TO FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE

UNCLAS E F T 0 .

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

BUREAU DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 21, 1978.

THE HSCA, WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATIONS OF 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., BY LETTER 

DATED' SEPTEMBER 8, 1978, REQUESTED DELIVERY (ON A LOAN BASIS) 

OF THE ORIGINAL PIEDMONT LAUNDRY SLIP WHICH IS BELIEVED TO BE IN 

THE POSSESSION OF THE ATLANTA FIELD OFFICE.

BUREAU INDICES SEARCH REVEALS THAT REQUESTED LAUNDRY 

SLIPS ARE LOCATED IN ATLANTA MURKIN SERIAL 44-2386-1A28.

IN RESPONSE TO THE ABOVE REQUEST, ATLANTA SHOULD MARK 

AFORESAID SERIAL AS EVIDENCE AND SUBMIT BY REGISTERED MAIL TO 

FBI HEADQUARTERS WITH THE NOTATION "HAND CARRY to SPECIAL AGENT 

RICHARD C. BUSCHING, ROOM 8988, CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,

NW 65360 DocM:32M»802 Page 22 .
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RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

BT

0105

NNNN '
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VZCZCHQ01S5

RR AT • • .

DE HQ 0105 2570100 ’

ZNY EEEEE

P 142049Z SEP 78 ’

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117290) .

TO FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE

BT '

UNCLAS E F T 0

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

BUREAU DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 21, 1978.

THE HSCA, WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATIONS OF 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., BY LETTER 

DATED SEPTEMBER 8, 197S, REQUESTED DELIVERY (ON A LOAN BAKIS) 

OF THE ORIGINAL PIEDMONT LAUNDRY, SLIP WHICH IS BELIEVED TO BE IN 

THE POSSESSION OF THE ATLANTA FIELD OFFICE.

BUREAU INDICES SEARCH REVEALS THAT REQUESTED LAUNDRY 

SLIPS ARE LOCATED IN ATLANTA MURKIN SERIAL 44-2386-1A28.

IN RESPONSE TO THE ABOVE REQUEST, ATLANTA SHOULD MARK 

AFORESAID SERIAL AS EVIDENCE AND SUBMIT BY REGISTERED MAIL TO 

FBI HEADQUARTERS WITH THE NOTATION "HAND CARRY TO’ SPECIAL AGENT 

RICHARD C. BUSCHIKG, ROOM 8988, CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,

NW 65360 Docld:32989602 Page 24
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PAGE TWO DE HQ 0125 UNCLAS E F T 0

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION".

BT

0105

NUNN
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8/14/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM; SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

SUBJECT; HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS

ReButel call to Atlanta 8/11/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are serials 921 through 955. 
These serials cover the period from 3/1/68 to 6/1/68.

It is noted serial 306 was located between serials 
937 and 938., however, it falls within the period of 3/1/68 
to 6/1/68.

2 - Bureau (Enc. 35) 
XD - Atlanta
~RRP/ld

NW 65360 Dodd:32989802 Page 26



FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76)

TRANSMIT VIA:
Ixl Teletype
I""] Facsimile 
m Airtel

FBI
PRECEDENCE:

F~l Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
□ TOP SECRET
QSECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
Q E F T 0
n O» UNCLAS

Date 6/19/78

FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY 

BT

UNCLAS

ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

DIVISION.

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). BUDED: 

JUNE 19, 1978.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO NUMEROUS OFFICES INCLUDING ATLANTA, 

JUNE 14, 1978.

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE. INDICATED THaTtHE HSCA WANTED 

THE FIELD OFFICE FILES' ON THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL 

COUNCIL FOR THE' PERIOD 1956-1978 FROM ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, 

JACKSON, KNOXVILLE., LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS., MIAMI.,. NEW ORLEANS, 

SAINT .LOUIS, AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE.. AS A RESULT, 

RECIPIENT OFFICES WERE REQUESTED TO SEARCH FOR ANY FILES OR 

REFERENCES ON. THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE.



PAGE TWO AT (66-2242) UNCLAS

PERIOD 1956-1978.

ATLANTA’S INDICES WERE NEGATIVE FOR THE SOUTHERN STATES 

INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL.

BT

NW 65160 Docld:1298M02 Page 28



WHIZ 17Q15352

PP HQ

DE AT . •

P 191535Z JUN 78

ATLANTA (66-2242) (?)

TO DIRECTOR (52-117290) PRIORITY

BT ‘

UNCLAS .

ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT . 

DIVISION. .

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). BUSED: . . 

JUNE 19, 1978. ■
» »

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO NUMEROUS OFFICES INCLUDING ATLANTA-, 

JUNE 14, 1973. ■ ■

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE INDICATED THAT THE HSCA WANTED 

THE FIELD OFFICE FILES ON THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL 

COUNCIL FOR THE PERIOD 1956-1978 FROM ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, 

JACKSON, KNOXVILLE, LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS, MIAMI, NEW ORLEANS, 

SAINT LOUIS,' AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE. AS A RESULT, 

RECIPIENT OFFICES WERE REQUESTED TO SEARCH FOR ANY FILES OR ' 

REFERENCES ON THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE-

SEARCHES-.

SEiUA!.:&3_i 

iHDKS)___

NW 65360 DocW:32S8M02 Page 29



PAGE TWO AT <66-2242) UNCLAS 

PERIOD 1956-1978.

ATLANTA’S INDICES WERE NEGATIVE FOR THE SOUTHERN STATES 

INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL.



VZCZCHQDC85 • ’
’ ■ • ■ i

00 AT BH JV hX LC WE MM NO EL WF j

DE HQ 300 1S52149 . ; [

Z ' Y FREES • ' .. ir ’

C 14202 62' JU- J 76 ' • • j!

EM DIRECTOR FBI (62-147250). ' ,- •

TO Fei ATLANTA IMMEDIATE ; !

FEI BIRMINGHAM IMMEDIATE’ ’’ • \ •
/ 1 , t

FEI JACKSON IMMEDIATE '

ESI K CXVJLLE IMMEDIATE . f 

FEI LOUISVILLE IMMEDIATE . . ’ . ’ '

FBI MEMPHIS IMMEDIATE . ' .
* * . ' I.

FBI MIAMI IMMEDIATE' '

FBI - EW ^RLEA’iS IMMEDIATE ' <
■ '' ■ ' ■ t .

FBI fT» LOUIS IMMEDIATE ■ 

FBI WACHI OTQN FIELD OFFICE IMMEDIATE . 
BT . ' .' , ' ’ J-’

■ . . i ■

U CLAS.> ' i •

HOTE' SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATION (HSCA>/ .' ' . ■

M~CA» BY LETTER DATED JUNE 12, 1978, RP^UESTED THAT THE 
o X ■' '

FIELD OFFICE FILES ON THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL 

FOR rHE PERIOD 1936-19-78 FROM ATLANT^; BIRMINGHAM, JAGKSOS,

6 5M®Tjfccld:329898(j2 Page 31.



PAGE WO of HQ 0083 UNCLAS E F T 0> ■ z V .• '
' . . '. ; ' - ' . ■

KNOXVILLE, LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS, SEW ORLEANS> ST., LOUIS, ’

A!D WASHIVGTO^ FIELD OFFICE, BE PROVIDED ON A PRIORITY BASIS.'

RECEIVIKG OFFICES ARE REQUESTER TO SEARCH FOR ANY FILES' 
• ■ fl * '

PR REFERENCES ON the SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE

• PERIOB 1956-1978. ANY MATERIAL LOCATED OH THIS SUBJECT SHOULD <

HE DUPLICATED A’45 QOE. COPY FURNISHED 'TO FBI -HEADOUABTERS, \

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL .I^UIRY M RECORDS MANAGEMENT ‘ ?
• - -.z \ < . . ■ • \

DIVISION, BY, CLOSE OF BUSINESS Jtfffe 19, 1978. A. .

. BT

i30S 5 '
no
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DE HQ 0085 1652149

Z"Y EEEEE

0 142026Z JUN 78

FM DIRECTOR 'FBI (62-117290)

TO FBI ATLANTA IMMEDIATE

FBI BIRMINGHAM IMMEDIATE

FBI JACKSON IMMEDIATE

FBI K'OXVILLE IMMEDIATE *

FBI LOUISVILLE IMMEDIATE

FBI MEMPHIS IMMEDIATE

FBI MIAMI IMMEDIATE

FBI ”EW .ORLEANS IMMEDIATE

FBI ST. LOUIS IMMEDIATE

FBI WASHINGTON FIELD.OFFICE IMMEDIATE

BT

U ICLAS E F T 0
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (H-SC^*^

HSCA, BY’LETTER DATED JUNE 12, 1978^EQUESTED THAT THE 

FIELD OFFICE FILES ON THE SOUTHERN STAGES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL 

FOR THE PERIOD 1956-1978 FROM ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, JACKSON,
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PAGE TWO DE HQ 0085 UNCLAS E F T 0

KNOXVILLE, LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS, MLAMI, NEW ORLEANS, ST. LOUIS, 

AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE, BE PROVIDED ON A PRIORITY BASIS. ’ 

RECEIVING OFFICES ARE REQUESTED TO SEARCH FOR ANY FILES

OR REFERENCES ON THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE 

PERIOD 1956-1978. ANY MATERIAL LOCATED ON THIS SUBJECT SHOULD 

BE DUPLICATED AND ONE COPY FURNISHED TO FBI HEADQUARTERS, 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY U IT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

DIVISION, BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS JUNE 19, 1978.

n T * ’
D1 .

0085 • •' ... ,
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6/7/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUDED: 6/12/78

Re Bureau letter to Albany, et al, 8/25/67, captioned, 
"COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST - HATE GROUPS, 
INTERNAL SECURITY”; Bureau airtel to Albany, et al, 3/4/68, 
captioned, "COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST - 
HATE GROUPS, RACIAL INTELLIGENCE"; and Bureau teletype to 
numerous offices including Atlanta, 6/5/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are 2 xerox copies each of 
2 Atlanta communications as requested by FBIHQ in connection 
with captioned matter.

Referenced FBIHQ communications of 8/25/67 and 3/4/68, 
relative to the Counterintelligence Program (Cointelpro), 
Black Nationalist Hate Groups, instructed recipients to 
institute a Cointelpro against militant Black Nationalist 
Hate Groups; also to set up, a control file for this purpose 
and to make periodic reports to the Bureau relative to 
Cointelpro suggestions dealing with this matter.

FBIHQ in referenced teletype of 6/5/78, pointed out 
that the HSCA, which is investigating the assassination of 
JOHN F. KENNEDY and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., had requested that 
recipient offices* files be searched and all reports, letterhead

2<rBureau (Enc. 4) 
(2/Atlant a

(1 -66-2242)
(1 - 100-.7182)

EAS/smb^-yt/t^
(4)

(HSCA) (Enc. 1)
(Cointelpro - Black Nationalist
Hate Groups) (Enc. 1)
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AT 66-2242

memoranda, airtels, letters and teletypes concerning MARTIN 
LUTHER KING-, JR., or the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) submitted pursuant to referenced FBI 
communications of 8/25/67 and 3/4/68, up to and including 
12/31/68, be furnished to the HSCA.

FBIHQ also indicated that Bureau files had been 
partially processed in response to a similar request, but 
to insure completeness and thoroughness each recipient 
office was to furnish FBIHQ two xerox copies of any 
communication meeting the above mentioned criteria.

Atlanta has reviewed its Cointelpro, Black
Nationalist - Hate Groups 'file ('Atlanta file #100-7182) 
and 2 xerox copies of the following Atlanta communications 
are being furnished to FBIHQ:

(1) Atlanta airtel to FBIHQ, 3/18/68, captioned, 
"COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST HATE GROUPS-, 
RACIAL INTELLIGENCE (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT)" . .(-Atlanta 
serial 100-7182-4).

(2) Atlanta airtel to FBIHQ, 4/30/68, captioned, 
"COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST - HATE GROUPS, 
RACIAL INTELLIGENCE". (This communication set forth the name 
of the agent designated by the Atlanta Office as coordinating 
agent for the program but there was nothing in this, airtel 
pertaining to MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR., or the SCLC). (Atlanta 
serial 100-7182-9). .

This Atlanta control file contained no other 
communications' prepared by Atlanta dealing with any Cointelpro 
activities directed against MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.., or the 
SCLC.
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3/13/68

i*

v. 
1

&

•I

Amu 15

TO:- smcsm, EBI (l€KM48006>
SAC, ATUUTA (100-7X82)

*.»

BUCK - HATS GROUPS
RACIAL XKTBUIGSTCE '
(uAssiKsrai mm wject> .

*

Be Bureau airtel to Atlanta'3/14/88c •
’ Mltfiaora’s suggestion of utilising a d&steoa 

to depict the apparent slliaacs between SCLC and the SOX 
has,, as the Bureau noted, definite merit* HcwevW# Atlanta' 
1st of the opinion the Bureau’s suggestion of a pertinent ’

-

. ws ■ ffl

newspapar article is sor® appropriate under the eirausstsnees | 
and might lend itself to wider Circulation than a cartoon* | 
The impact on OHG of printed matter is apt to be greater than 
material presented M a cartoon no ^tW hw skillfully it 
M presented*.. . / . • • •-..

, Oh 2/W^ KOtG met with BLXJAH 1WW.D in the ’
latterSs residence la Chicago for the purpose of enlisting . 
MWaSIAB’s aid in fighting Chicago situs conditions* Atlanta’s 

* highly confidential sources. nt that tlm never developed 
pertinent information describing KXKG’s reaction to or

v evaluation of this meeting* Chicago sources reported the -.. 
meeting wk net successful in developing .any mutuality 
or cooperation mainly because of religious and philosophical 
differences betwa©n KX^G and JOT&B3AB* In particular,. CG 6870*8 reported W&WSB essentially agreed to the meting 
for publicity XMirpcaes and was gratified that KIW cams to

Xt is sifted that during an SCLC retreat held in 
Atlanta in the middle of January 1938 regarding WS? ’ 
KIEG stressed that obtaining Jobs or iucons for Negroes 
would represent a mere fraction of that which Aaoi’ica owes

£

3- Bureau (RM)
1- Baltimore (157-2520) (HH)
1- Chicago ' '

2- Atlant^S^ 160-7W2> 
(1 « 157-2824) .

ASS:4bs / .
-/ .NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 37



AT 100-7182

the Kegro throughout its history< ■ He declared America 
was an iacalculablo sum to the negro who throughout, 
his long years of involuntary sert'itude labored ta build 
this country, This. language almost suggests some degree 
adherence to teachings of KLUAH

”slanted 
betvees 
meeting 
the 
SCtWSSp 
earless

It is suggested the proposed publicity might be 
to convey the thought tha$ the apparent alliance 
SCW and the 3?OX possibly cat of the f orsasr
between SHiG and that i» cennectias ^ith
SCLC is ^pushing* th© HOX in Baltimore. This, of 
wuld raise a quesiiou a® to the siixeerity of KOG’s
statG%3Q,ts that -the tWP is to be based bn nonviolent 

techniques because the position of the WI toward the white
san is basically one of annihilation,

* . Wie KING is earnestly seeking the cooperatian of 
other organizations to assist with SCLC’s ^SP he has shown no 
willingness to us© SCLC to assist any other organisation.

In effort to finance the WSP, SOW plans to seek 
financial contributions from Hegro churches, Establishing 
the thought of an alliance withUhe HOI which is opposed to ' 
Christianity may well discourage a favorable reaction on the 
part ox som Kegra churches.

It is felt KXHG’s reaction to the proposed technique 
would be positive for counteriu^lligenco purposes, &IW 
considex's himself a. devotee the nonviolent philosophies 
of the late HAKATHA GAJWL To publicly align him and/or SCLC 
with the HOI should trouble him on this basis. It is 
further conceivable that HCHAmSAB my see fit to respond to th 
publicly which should embarrass KIHG further.

. On 3/14/68 AT 138?^ advised BALES B. ABEKMATMT, 
Vice President and Treasurer, £CW> had recently consented 
he felt the SCLC staff employees assigned to Baltimore for 
SSP recruitment ver© inexperienced and not taking advantage 
of opportunities available to them (not explained). This 
might indicate a current weakness in the SCLC organisation la 
Baltimore and that the proposed technique is tiiaely.

2
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' Date: 4/30/68 '

Transmit the following in__________________- ’______ .___________________ __________ 1
(Type in plaintext or code) ■

Via AIRTEL_______________________________ ' AIRMAIL___________________ |
. ■ (Priority) . • ।

__________________________________________i___________1.

, .TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-448006) '

* f

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (100-7182) (P) • ■ ■

SUBJECT: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM . •’ •
. BLACK NATIONALIST - HATE GROUPS ■: r .• .

. RACIAL INTELLIGENCE / . ...

ReBuairtel to Albany and other offices, 3/4/68.

(1) SA EDWARD U. CRIM has been designated by the 
Atlanta Office as coordinating agent for this program.

(2) The Atlanta Division has two main black national
ist movements. They are: SNCCj with approximately 15 active' 
members and possibly 25-35 partially active members; and NOI,. 
which maintains a Mosque in Atlanta having membership of about 
75 to 125, with as many as 160 to 190 people appearing for some 
of the open meetings. ■ ■ . * '

‘ It is estimated that Atlanta SNCC office has very
great potential, and that NOI has very little potential, for ‘ 
violence, based on information available to Atlanta at this 
time. . . "

The following subjects of the Agitator Index are 
.considered militant black nationalists and might, in the" 
future, be considered targets for counterintelligence action 
because of their propensity for violence:

H., RAP BROY/N (background not being set out 
inasmuch as it is felt BROWN is widely known
to all pex’sons handling this program within

NW 65360 in Charge



AT 100-7182

STANLEY LE ROY WISE • ■ .
- Executive Secretary of SNCC ' - ..

WILLIE RICKS ’ ' * ‘
Field Secretary of SNCC working out of the • ’ •
Atlanta Office ’ • .

. RALPH EDWARD FEATHERSTONE ■ ‘ • - - /
. Program Director for SNCC • - , * =
■ (It is noted FEATHERSTONE recently visited .'

Cuba) ’ • ■

■ JOHN HENRY MORRIS, aka Johnny Shabazz, ’
Minister of Muhammad’s Mosque #15, NOI, in Atlanta 
(Atlanta hs received reports of MORRIS’ ' .
having some contact with SNCC people and dating 
ETHEL MINOR, an SNCC functionary in Atlanta)

(3) SNCC is considered of such potential danger 
as to warrant consideration for current counterintelligence 
action. This is based on information received concerning 
SNCC’s purposes, which have been flatly stated as "to create 
chaos within the United States so that the white population, 
can be brought to its knees." ’ . • ■ "

(4) Atlanta is submitting no overall suggestions' 
for counterintelligence action at this time. ' ’ .

(5) Atlanta will submit by separate letter sug
gestions for counterintelligence action against SNCC in 
the immediate future.

LEAD: ■ . ’

ATLANTA : *

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA '

, Submit separate letter with suggestions for
counterintelligence action against SNCC, as suggested 
in Paragraph 5 page 5 of referenced airtel.

2 •
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TP WF

DE HQ 0085 1562244

ZNY EEEEE

R 052105Z JUN 78

FM DIRECTOR FB (62 117290)

TO FBI ALBANY

FBI ATLANTA

FBI BALTIMORE

FBI BIRMINGHAM

FBI BOSTON

FBI BUFFALO

FBI CHARLOTTE

FBI CHICAGO

FBI CINCINNATI

FBI CLEVELAND

FBI DENVER

FBI DETROIT

FBI HOUSTON

FBI INDIANAPOLIS

FBI JACKSON

•FBI JACKSONVILLE
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FBI KANSAS CITY 1

FBI LOS ANGELES

FBS MEMPHIS

FBI MIAMI .

FBb MILWAUKEE

FBI MINNEAPOLIS

FBI MOBILE

FBI NEWARK

FBI NEW HAVEN

FBI NEW ORLEANS

FBS NEW YORK

FBS OMAHA _

FBI PHILADELPHIA .

FBI PHOENIX .

FBI PITTSBURGH

FBI PORTLAND

FBI RICHMOND

FBI SACRAMENTO •

FBI SAN DIEGO

FBI SAN FRANCISCO
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FBI SEATTLE

FBI SPRINGFIELD

FBI ST. LOUIS

FBI TAMPA

FBI WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE

BT

UNCLAS E F T 0

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON' ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

BUDED JUNE 12, 1978.

RE: BULET TO ALBANY, ET AL, AUGUST 25, 1967, CAPTIONED 

’’COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS, 

INTERNAL SECURITY” ‘ AND "BUAIRTEL TO ALBANY, ET AL, MAl?CH 4, 

1968, CAPTIONED "COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATION

AL IST-HATE GHOUPS, RACIAL INTELLIGENCE".

THE HSCA WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION OF 

JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., NOTING THAT 

REFERENCED COMMUNICATIONS ASKED RECIPIENT OFFICES TO MAKE 

PERIODIC REPORTS TO THE BUREAU, HAS REQUESTED THAT RECIPIENT 

FIELD OFFICE FILES BE SEARCHED AND ALL REPORTS, LETTERHEAD 

MEMORANDA, AIRTELS, LETTERS AND TELETYPES CONCERNING



PAGE FOUR DE HQ 0085 UNCLAS E F T 0

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., O.R THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO. REFERENCED 

COMMUNICATIONS UP TO AND INCLUDING DECEMBER 3 1, .1968, BE 

PREPARED FOR DELIVERY.

THE HSCA REQUESTED THAT OUR RESPONSE IN THIS MATTER BE 

GIVEN TOP PRIORTY OVER ALL OTHER ASPECTS OF KING INVESTIGATION-.

FBI HEADQUARTERS (FBIHQ) FILES HAVE BEEN PARTIALLY 

PROCESSED IN RESPONSE TO A SIMILAR 'REQUEST, BUT TO. INSURE 

COMPLETENESS. AND THOROUGHNESS, EACH RECIPIENT OFFICE FURNISH 

FBIHQ TWO XEROX COPIES OF ANY COMMUNICATION MEETING ABOVE 

CRITERIA. COPY SHOULD REACH FBIHQ BY JUNE 12, 1978.

ALL COPIES SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND SHOULD BE SENT 

REGISTERED MAIL, MAILED TO THE ATTENTION O.F THE CONGRESSIONAL 

INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION,. ANY .QUESTIONS CAN . 

BE RESOLVED BY CONTACTING SUPERVISOR RICHARD C. BUSCHTNG, 

EXTENTION 3685. ‘ .

RECIPIENT OFFICES HAVING NO- COMMUNICATION MEETING CRITERIA 

ARE TO SO'NOTIFY FBIHQ.

BT ‘ '

0085'
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FBI KANSAS CITY

fbi Los aj’geles

FBS MEMPHIS

FBI MIAMI

FB^ MILWAUKEE

FBI MINNEAPOLIS

FBI MOBILE

FBI NEWARK

FBI NEW HAVEN

FBI NEW ORLEANS *

FBS NEW YORK

FB^ OMAHA

FBI PHILADELPHIA

FBI PHOENIX

FBI PITTSBURGH

FBI PORTLAND

FBI RICHMOND

FBI SACRAMENTO

FBI SAW DIEGO

FBI SAN FRANCISCO
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FBI SEATTLE ‘ .

FBI SPRINGFIELD

FBI ST. LOUIS ‘ ■

FBI TAMPA ’

FSI MA SKI NG TON FIELD OFFICE ' •

BT .

UNCLAS E F T 0 =

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE QU ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA>

BUDED JUNE 12, 1972. '

. RE: BULFT TO ALBANY, ET AL, AUGUST 25, 1967, CAPTIONED 

’'COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS, 

INTERNAL SECURITY” AMD "3UAIRTEL TO ALBANY, ET AL, MARCH 4, 

196E, CAPTIONED "COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATION

AL 1ST-HATE GROUPS, RACIAL IWTELLIGEHCE". ' . /

THE HSCA WHICH IS. INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION OF 

JOHN F. KENNEDY AUD MARTIN LUTHER XINS, JR., NOTING THAT ’ 

R^TERENCED COMMUNICATIONS ASKED RECIPIENT OFFICES TO MAKE 

PERIODIC REPORTS TO THE BUREAU, HAS REQUESTED THAT RECIPIENT 

FIELD OFFICE FILES BE SEARCHED AW ALL REPORTS, LETTERHEAD 

MEMOPANDA, AIRTELS, LETTERS AUD TELETYPES CONCERNING
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OR THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN .

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE CSCLC) SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO REFERENCED 

COMMUNICATIONS UP TO AND INCLUDlQr DECEMBER 31, 1968,- BE 

PREPARED FOR DELIVERY. '
/ THE HSCA REQUESTED THAT OUR RESPONSE IN THIS MATTER BE 

'GIVEN TOP PRIOFTY OVER ALL OTHER ASPECTS OF KING INVESTIGATION. 

' FBI HEADQUARTERS (FBIHQ) FILES HAVE BEEN PARTIALLY • 

PROCESSED IN RESPONSE TO A SIMILAR REQUEST, BUT TO INSURE 

COMPLETENESS AND- THOROUGHNESS, EACH RECIPIENT OFFICE'FURNISH 

FBIHQ TWO XEROX COPIES OF ANY OWONICATIOH^MEETING ASOVE 

CRITERIA-. COPY SHOULD REACH ^IHq"bY JUNE 12, 1973..

ALL COPIES SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND SHOULD BE SENT 

REGISTERED MAIL, MAILED TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL 

INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION, ANY QUESTIONS CAN 

BE RESOLVED- BY CONTACTING SUPERVISOR RICHARD C. BUSCHING, 

EXT ENT ION 3685. •

RECIPIENT OFFICES -HAVING NO COMMUNICATION MEETING CRITERIA 

ARE TO SO NOTIFY FBIHQ.

£T , ;

- £W5 • .
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0-9 (Rev, 7-27-76)

TRANSMIT VIA: ____ airtel _______

PRECEDENCE: ___________ _ _ _ ___________

CLASSIFICATION: DATE: April 21, 1978

T^r SAC, Atlanta (66-2242)

From : Director, FBI (62-117290)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

RE: Atlanta airtel to Bureau, 4/14/78. •

Enclosed for Atlanta Division is one envelope
containing latent fingerprints furnished by Atlanta in 
referenced airtel.

Latent fingerprints furnished by Atlanta in*>• XJCXUdlv X JUX JL11U O X UI 1A X M Jr Jl V ACU1 VO. -Lil

5 referenced airtel have been copied and are being returned
| herewith. , n

(D
o n

ot
 ty

pe
 B

EY
O

ND
 T

H
IS

 M
AR

G
IN

.)

(Do not type below this line.)
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airtel

April 21, 1978

To: SAC, Atlanta (66-2242)

From : Director, FBI (62-117290)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

RE: Atlanta airtel to Bureau, 4/14/78.

Enclosed for Atlanta Division is one envelope 
containing latent fingerprints furnished by Atlanta in 
referenced airtel.

Latent fingerprints furnished by Atlanta in 
referenced airtel have been copied and are being returned 
herewith. . ,

Enclosure . ~-



4/20/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT - 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUDED 4/21/78

Re Bureau teletype to. Atlanta, Los Angeles, and 
Memphis, 3/29/78; Bureau telephone call to Atlanta, 3/31/78; 
and Atlanta letter to FBIHQ, 4/11/78.

By separate package, Atlanta is sending FBIHQ xeroxed 
copies of 74 volumes of documents that were in the Atlanta 
file on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 100-5586 as requested by 
FBIHQ.

Referenced Bureau teletype had indicated that in 
connection with the investigation into the assassination of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., the HSCA had requested access to 
various field office files, including the entire Atlanta 
security file concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., (Atlanta 
file 100-5586). One legible copy of each document in this 
Atlanta file was to be furnished to FBIHQ.

2-Biireau
2>Package
^Atlanta

(1 - 66-2242)
(1 - 10075586)

EAS/smb /__
(5)
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AT 66-2242

The Bureau also advised Atlanta in referenced 
Bureau telephone call, that the HSCA wanted Atlanta to 
first furnish those documents in KING’S Atlanta security 
file that covered the period 1/1/68 through 4/30/68, ahd 
when these were xeroxed, they were to be sent to FBIIIQ right 
away. When this phase was completed, then the remaining 
documents in KING’S Atlanta file were to be xeroxed and sent 
to FBIHQ.

The Atlanta file on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
consisted of 81 volumes and the documents in this file 
covering the period 1/1/68 through 4/30/68 were in volumes 
74 through 80. Since the KING file only contained 81 volumes., 
Atlanta submitted volumes 74 through 81 with referenced Atlanta 
letter to FBIHQ, 4/11/78.

One xerox copy of the following volumes of the 
Atlanta file on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., are being sent 
to FBIHQ at this time:

Serial Numbers 
shipped in volume 
or serials not 
accounted for on list

Volume................ . Serials in volume
of serials removed 
from that volume.

1) 100-5586
1A exhibits.

lA-1 through 
LA-38

None

2) 100-5586
Volume 1.

1-100 None

3) 100-5586 
Volume 2

101 - 175 None

4) 100-5586
Volume 3

176 - 255 None

5j 100-5586
Volume 4

256 - 334 None

6) 100-5586
Volume 5

335 - 389 None
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AT 66-2242

Serial Numbers 
shipped in volume 
or serials not 
accourited for on list 
of serials removed

Volume Serials in volume. from.that volume.

7) 100-5586
Volume 6

390 - 447 None

8) 100-5586
Volume 7

448 * — 5.24 . #470, 495, 496 & 514

9) 100^5586 .
Volume 8

525 - 578 None

10) 100-5586
Volume 9

579 - 640 #600

11). 100-558'6 541 - 710 None .
Volume 10

12) 100-5586 •
Volume 11

711 - 760, #728

13) 100-5586
Volume 12

761 - 819 #772 & 779

14) 100-5586
Volume 13

820 - 874 #820 & 846 .
\

15) 100-5586 ‘
Volume 14

875 - 930 None J ‘
; . ...

16) 100-5586 931 - 1004 #962, 967 & ’10.^3
Volume. 15 ■ A

17) 100-5586
Volume 16 .

1005 - 1070 #1039 '
*

18) 100^-5586
Volume 17

1071 - 1135 #1083 '1*

19) 100-5586 1136 - 1200 #1145., 1161, 1184
.Volume 18 & 1197

- 3 -
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AT 66-2242

Serial Numbers 
shipped in volume 
or serials not 
accounted for on list 
of serials removed

Volume Serials in volume from.that volume

20) 100-5586
Volume 19

1201 - 1275 #1232

21). 100-5586
Volume 20

1276 - 1335 #1296 .

22) 100-5586
Volume 21

1336 - 1370 • None

23) 100-5586
Volume 22

137.1 - .1475 #1395, 1454 
& 1464

24) 100-5586
Volume 23

1476 - 1593: #1505, 1517 
& 1536

25) 100-5586
Volume 24

1594 - 1702 #1606, 1638, 1639
& 1693 '

26) 100^5586
Volume 25

1701 - 1790 None

27.) 100-5586
Volume 26

1791 - 1866 #1851 .

28) 100-5586
Volume 27

1867 - 1960 #1903, 1916 & 1937 

' \
29) 100-5586

Volume 28 .
1961 - 2037. #1970, 1988 & 2Qp7

30) 100-5586
Volume 29

2308 - 2348 None •
' .. \

31). 100—5586
Volume 30

2349 - 2425 #2359 & 2388

32) 100-5586
Volume 31

2426 - 2515 #2480. & 2485
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AT 66-2242

Serial Numbers 
shipped in volume 
or serials not 
accounted for on list 
of serials removed

Volume . Serials in volume from that volume.

33) 100-5586 
Volume 32

2516 2569 #2525 & 2563

34) 100-^5586 
Volume 33

2570 - 2664 #2578, 2589/ 2609,, 
2613 &. 2614

35) 100-5586
Volume 34

2665 - 2760 #2774

36) 100-5586 
* Volume 35

2,761 - 2856 #2768 & 2826

37) 100-5586
Volume 36

2857 - 2944 #2928

38) 100-5586
Volume *37

.2945 - 3125 
(this volume 
was not serialized 
correctly - it went 
from serial 3010 to 
3111/ a skip of 100 
serials.)

#295.4, 2962, 2964, 
2981 & 3003

39) 100-5586
Volume 38

3126 - 3225 #3130, 3155 & 3192

40) 100-5586 
Volume 39

3226 - 3345 #3239 & 3251

41) 100-5586
Volume 40

3346 - 3475 #3366, 33.72 - 3374 
3386, 3388/ 3395, 
3397, 3404, 3406, 
3408, 3421, 3430, 
3432, 3434, 3436, 
3438, 3463 & 3465

3468

42) 100-5586
Volume 4’1

347.6 - 3605 #3480,. 3497, 3527, 
3540 & 3553

- 5 -
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. Volume , Serials in volume

Serial Numbers 
shipped in volume* 
or serials not 
accounted for on list 
of serials removed 
from that volume.

43) 100-5586 3606 - 3690 #3606, 3609, 3615
Volume 42 & 3618

44) 100-5586 ‘ 3691 - 3800 #3721 r- 3723, 3731,
Volume 43 3736, 37-40, 3745,
' • 3772 - 3777 & 3780

' 45) 100-5586 3801 - 3925 #3823, 3829, 3832,
Volume 44 • 3835., 3881 & 3894

46) 100-5586 3926 - 40.59 #393S., 3944, 3987,
Volume 45 3989, 3991, 4017

& 4021

47) 100-5586. . 4060 - 4200 #4093
Volume 46

48) 100-5586 4201 - 4291 #4214, 4215, 4240,
Volume 47 4241 & 4249

49) 100-5586 4292 - 4410 #4371 & 4372
' Volume 48

50) 100-5586 4411 - 4515 #4450, 4465 4470-,
Volume 49 & 4476

51) 100-5586 4516 - 4662 #4628, 4637, 4638
Volume 50 & 4640

52). 100-5586 4663 4778 ' #4711 & 4712
. Volume 51 •

53) 100-5586 4779 <4873 #478.1 ,
Volume 52

54) 100-5586 4874 - 4977 #4972
Volume 53

. 55) 100-5586 4978.- 5039 None
Volume 54

56) 100-5586 5040 - 5157 None
Volume 55

-6
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Serial Numbers 
shipped in volume 
or serials not 
accounted for oh list

• of serials removed
. Volume_______ Serials in volume_______ from that volume.

57) 100-5586 5158 - 5244 None
Volume 56

58) 100-5586 5245 - 5367 None
Volume 57 -

59) 100-5586 5368 t 5490 None
Volume 58 '

60) 100-5586 5491 - 5563 None
Volume 59

61) 100-5586 5.564 - 5607 None
Volume 60 . ' ■ •

62) 100-5586 5608 - 5698 #5660: , ,
Volume 61 ;

63) 100-5586 5699 - 5774 #5773 I
Volume 62 . '

. 64) 100-5586 5775 - 5861 None
Volume 63 ’ . "

' • • k
65) 100-558,6 5.862 - 5943 None : <

Volume 64 ‘ ?

66) 100-5586 5944 - 6051 None ’
Volume 65 (should have *

’ been 5943 - 6051) \

67) 100-5586 6058 - 6143 None .
Volume 66

68) 100-5586 6144 - 6233 None
Volume 67 ‘

69), 100-5586 6234 - 6314 None
Volume. 68

. - 7 -

MW65M0 Docld:32W9802 Pag e 57 ' *



AT 66-2242

Serial Numbers 
shipped in volume 
or serials not

Volume

accounted for on list 
of serials removed 

Serials in volume from that volume.

70) 100-5586
Volume 69

” 6315 - 6356 None
(it is noted that 
this volume had 
serialization from 
6315 - 6359 but the

•

next serial was in
advertently shown aS 
6340 with the result of 
duplication of serial 
numbers..)

71) 100-5586
Volume 70

6357 - 6446 None

72) 100-5586
Volume 71

6447 - '6503 None

73) 100-5586
Volume 72

6504 - 6571 None

74) 100-5586
Volume 73.

6571 - 6680 None,

As the Bureau will note in the above list, in a 
number of volumes of the KING file, there are many serials 
listed that cannot be accounted for. For the information 
of the Bureau, back in 1977, Atlanta had a massive project 
of retrieving communications containing electronic surveillance 
(elsur) information regarding MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) per a 
court order in the case captioned, "BERNARD S. LEE v. 
CLARENCE M. KELLEY; ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.j CIVIL ACTION 
NO. 76-1185 AND SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
(SCLC) V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY; ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.), 
CIVIL ACTION NO*. 76-1186". In this project, Atlanta had to 
review hundreds of volumes of Atlanta files and retrieve' • 
thousands of communications containing this elsur information 
so these communications could be sent to FBIHQ, for eventual
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AT 66-2242

transfer to the National Archives per the court order.
Atlanta in carrying out this project, had to use a large 
number of Atlanta personnel, many being unfamiliar with 
security type work and communications.

These people had been instructed to list each serial 
removed from the file on a form that Atlanta devised for each 
■volume reviewed in project, however, it was felt that in many 
instances where a cover airtel and LHM were removed from the 
files, both these items would be stapled together, resulting 
in only the cover airtel serial number being listed on the 
form; the LHM serial number would not be noted by the person 
removing this communication and as a result it was not recorded. 
Atlanta feels this accounts for the bulk of the unaccounted 
for serials.
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VZCZCHQ0133

RR AT

DE HQ 0133 0910253 *

ZNR UUUUU '

R 312210Z MAR 78 ’

EM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117290)

TO FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE '

BT

UNGLAS .

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA).

RE INVESTIGATION INTO ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

STAFF MEMBERS OF HSCA HAVE REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW SPECIAL AGENT 

ROBERT W. THOMSON OF ATLANTA OFFICE. HSCA ADVISED THEY EXPECT TO -

HAVE SEVERAL INVESTIGATORS IN ATLANTA DURING WEEK OF APRIL 3-7, 1978,

AND WILL INTERVIEW NUMBER OF RETIRED SPECIAL AGENTS WHILE THERE. HSC

INVESTIGATORS WILL CONTACT THOMSON AT ATLANTA OFFICE DURING THAT

WEEK TO ARRANGE FINAL INTERVIEW DETAILS. '

THOMSON HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM HIS EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT AND IS.

AUTHORIZED TO PARTICIPATE IN HSCA' INTERVIEW. BRIEFING OF THOMSON BY 

REPRESENTATIVE OF LEGAL LIAISON AND CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS UNIT, FBIHQ

■ NV/ 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 60
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PAGE TWO DE HQ 0133 UNCLAS ■ .

WILL BE CONDUCTED TELEPHON ICALLY PRIOR TO INTERVIEW. FOLLOWING' INTER 

’ > *

VIEW, THOMSON SHOULD SUBMIT LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM CONTAINING BRIEF •

SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW. FORWARD TO FBIHQ BY COVER AIRTEL, ATTENTION:

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION. ‘

BT . ' . ‘ .

0133 ... ’ .
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z*)r v’lrnn 1 -

. p 3W13Z 17

FT DIRECTOR FL I

TO Fil A^LA-'TA Wb- •

V\CLAf • / ■

HOfT CO^ITTEF AOAOILATP’-T' < JSCA) ♦

• o rwcTpAiic'; inn; AStAoiwioL de iarti

staff XOORS Oc USD* HAVE E,fWfTEC'TO I-tr^VE's

HOfiErr v. nnMSO'j c? atla jta ww. oca

HAVE SEVTOL rfVECTIOTOO IT HLA il< OO

AH) WILL INTERVIEW HL‘*PfD OF aETI’ED E’/CIaL ^ET‘J

/ ■ 

1

.’ L'’T4rr JR.,

SPECIAL WO

J THEY TO'

Or A’OL ^-7, 1J7P,

TS .'HIIE ITT. -L-C • <

INVEST PA TO RD VILL Cn ••TAO ;Tli? iSO : *T ATL

WEEK TO ARRA'inr FIfiAL ,rwjvi~v TRAILS.

. TMOMCP’LHAS TFT'1 E^LuL:FD HIS

AUTHORIZES TO ^"TICI^Tf. I? HSC^ r«T(?JVl 

REPRESEniATIVE OF LEP/L LlAlQO" *' £> C?JfR

. » , '
/ ■ . '
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WILL BE- COW CT ED KLE^EC 'I-ALL* r-WR Tj KIT J. -0LLWJ0 TITER

VIEW, THOMSO’- ^HO'JLD 7 IT LsTTE^HFAD ro :T*I-V;O $»IEF
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CON’GRESSIC'.’AL ITimY BMIT, RECORD? 7r;A'’F’<’7-T '
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4/14/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (l&CA) 
BUDED 4/14/78

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 4/7/78*

Enclosed for the Bureau is one xerox copy 
each of 1H" documents, plus one envelope of latent 
prints, which were taken from the Atlanta MURKIN file., 
as requested Uy FBIHQ in referenced teletype.

Referenced teletype indicated that the HSCA 
had requested that the FBI furnish ’’all original 
transparent latent lifts of value and of no value in 
the possession of FBIHQ or field offices which were 
collected during the course of the MURKIN investigation”. 
FBIHQ has pulled photographs of all latent s of value 
submitted by field offices from the FBIHQ MURKIN file.

The Bureau requested Atlanta to review its 
MURKIN file for any latent fingerprint lifts obtained 
during the course of the MURKIN investigation and if 
feasible, submit photographs of those lifts. If not, 
the actual lifts were to be submitted to FBIHQ, which 
would be returned to Atlanta after copying by FBIHQ. 
Atlanta reviewed the 1A Section of Atlanta’s MURKIN 

. file (44-2386) as well as the bullG^exhibit sheets and 
noted there were 124 LA exhibits and five bulky 
exhibit sheets. Only four 1A envelopes and one bulky 
exhibit pertained to latent fingerprints obtained during 
the course of the Atlanta MURKIN investigation and all of 
these were previously sent to FBIHQ in 1968. Only 
one of these Atlanta 1A exhibit envelopes currently 
contained latent fingerprint

2 - Bureau (Enc. 15) 
.D- Atlanta (1 - 44-2386) 

©- 66^2^)

lifts

SEARCHEDEAS:sr 
(4J^
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AT 66-2242

These 1A exhibits and the one bulky exhibit 
are set forth below: *

1) 44-2386-1A-42

This 1A envelope noted that this had 
contained latents recovered from the right and left 
arm rests of the 1966 Mustang, 4/17/6.8, and were 
sent to the Bureau by airtel on 4/18/68. There 
were no latent fingerprint lifts in this 1A envelope'.

A xerox copy of this 1A envelope, the
Atlanta airtel to FBIHQ, 4/18/68, and FBIHQ airtel to 
Atlanta and Memphis, 4/22/68, regarding these Mustang 
fingerprint lifts are enclosed for FBIHQ. •

2) 44-2386-1A-84

This 1A envelope noted that this had contained 
19 unidentified latent fingerprints received on 5/1/68, 
from the Gwinnett County Police Department, Lawrenceville, 
Georgia, and were to be returned to this police department. 
These latent fingerprints were sent to FBIHQ on 5/2/68. 
There were no latent prints in this 1A envelope.

A -xerox copy of this 1A envelope, an Atlanta 
airtel of 5/2/68, transmitting these prints and a Bureau 
airtel of 5/8/68, with, the results of the examination 
are enclosed for FBIHQ.

3) 44-2386-1A-9O

This 1A envelope noted that this had contained 
15 lifts of fingerprints obtained from the Rome, Georgia, 
Police Department oh 5/3/68, and these were sent to . 
the Identification Division on 5/13/68, by Atlanta. There 
were no latent fingerprint lifts in this 1A envelope.

A xerox copy of this 1A envelope, and the 
Atlanta airtel of 5/13/68, to the Identification Division 
are enclosed. •

- 2 - •
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Al 66-2242

*.) 44-2386 LA-98 . ■

' 1A envelope noted that it contained 
1' lifts f seven negatives of latent '’ingerprint 
impressions from ne lies of the Rome, Georgia, Police 
Department which sad seen returned b; FBIHQ. These 
were t.ie ss^e laments as in item 3 abov^ (44-2386-^90), bat 
■were ente* -'n the 1A Section as a new item and showed 
18 latent; iUuher than 15.

A xerox copy of this 1A envelope, a copy of the 
FBIHQ a:' tel to Atlanta, 5/21/78, relative to these 
latents, and an envelope containing all these latent 
prints is enclosed for FBIHQ.

5) .4-2386-1B-2 • .

This bulk exhibit sheet dated 4z15/?8, listed 
10 items obtained 1 om JIMMY GARNER, 113-14th Street . 
Atlanta, on 4/15/68, a .d it showed that items 9 and 10 
were latent lifts. There wa a not: ion on this bulky 
exhibit sheet that these item^ had been sent to FBIiQ 
on 4/15/6 , - '

A xerox copy of t .s bulky exhibit sheet, an 
FD-302, dated 4/22/68, an Atlanta airtel to FBIHQ, 
4/15/68, .-.nd FBIHQ al "el to Atlanta and Memphis, 4/16/68, 
are enclosed for FBIR
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i
File No.

From.

By

Date Received-

FD-34O (REV. 6*24-68)

-7^

(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR)

(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR)

(CITY AND STATE)

(NAME OF JSPECIAL AGENT)

To Be Returned □ Yes 
□ No

Description:

Receipt given □ Yes 
□ No M ,s V* . 

i»j* j&'

4'

Ft

searched'

• INDEXED

FILED

SERJAUZED

IW

r.

IK

•*>
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4/18/68

•AIRMAIL

TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33361)
• ATTHs LATEST SSSGESPItlMT SECTION

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2336) (P)

subject: kurkin
RM ’ .
00: Kamphis

On 4/17/63 an additional' crimination was 
nado of 1966 Euscans in this case.

Ths left and right arm rosin wsro removed 
and Intents vem recovered as followsi

Three latonts iron left am rest

T?/o la teats from right ’am rest

,It is noted that this vehicle has been 
esaminod at least three prior tines and dusted for 
latent prints, consequently. Intents recovered 
4/17/63 may not be significant and could bo of 
Bureau personnel.

Heyerthsless, it is requested Intents 
enclosed be .compared with previous Intents furnished ■ 
Bureau in this case.

.Bureau personnel handling the many examinations 
of this car arc:*

3-Eureau (Enc. 5) (RM) H



AT 44-2336

SA ALDEN F. HILLER, SA JACK T. 
SA RICHARD H. DAVIS, SA JACK B. SIHPSON, 
CLAIDCRHE, and Automotive Hechanic DUABB

BEVERSTEIN
SA
C.

CARL E.
PRESTON

. a

I

2*
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B I

vtn Airtel

' . Date: 4-22-68
Transmit the following in ___________________ ____________ _________________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

’Priority)

To: SAC’S, Atlanta (44-2386)
• Memphis (44-1987)

v/From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
* f '*

! Re Atlanta airtel 4-18-68, submit!
. ; parent lifts from *66 Mustang.

Latent impressions on these lifts
ridge detail to be of value for identification purpc

The lifts are being retained tempo 
Latent Fingerprint Section.

t *

•

Ing five trans

Lack sufficient 
>ses.

rarily in the

SEARCHED---------- .lilDEXEd______
SERIALIZED_____ FILED_________

APR 2 8 1968
________ FBI-^ATLANTA





r •4

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 5/2/68
ATTN; LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P)

MURKIN 

(00; MEMPHIS)

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 4/29/68.

Enclosed for the Latent Fingerprint Section are 
19 3 x 5 cards with unidentified latent fingerprints. These 
cards are from the Gwinnett County Police Department, 
Lawrenceville, Georgia, which started such a file Just a 
few months ago,

. The Latent Fingerprint Section is requested to\
compare the enclosed prints with those of subjectJAMES " 
EARL RAY (I.O, #4182) and then roturn th© prints to Atlanta 
so they can be returned to the Gwinnett County Police 
Department. ’

2 - Bureau (Enc. XSOmn 
/2j- Atlanta
iBWjlcc

ON YELLOW COPY ONLY

On 5/1/68, Sheriff HOKE HUSTON, Gwinnett Co, SO, advised he did 
not have an unidentified latent fingerprint file, '
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o-j (Hev. 5-22-64)

. ib ^b

F B I

Date: 5/8/68
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To: SAC’s Atlanta (44-2386) - Enclosures (19) 
Memphis (44-1987)

l/ From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Atlanta .letter 5/2/68, submitting nineteen cards 
bearing forty-one transparent lifts of latent impressions from the 
files of the Gwinnett County Police Department, Lawrenceville, 
Georgia, for examination.

The latent impressions appearing on these lifts 
are not identical with the fingerprints of James Earl Ray, FBI 
#405942G.

The cards bearing the lifts are enclosed to Atlanta. 
These latent prints have not been photographed.

SERIALIZED AZ_JltED_

S C I A ATLANTA
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 5/13/68
Attn: Identification Division 
_________ Latent Fingerprint Section

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P)

MURKIN .

(00: MEMPHIS)

Enclosed for the Latent Fingerprint Section are 
15 unidentified latent fingerprint lifts developed by • 
the Rome, Georgia, Police Department in their crime scene 
investigations subsequent to the time of JAMES EARL RAY’s 
escape from prison.

It is requested that any identifiable latents 
contained on the lifts be compared with the available 
fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY, 1.0. #4182.

The lifts should be returned, to the- Atlanta upon 
completion of examination for return to the Rome Police 
Department. . '

2 - Bureau (Enc. 15)(RM)
2- Memphis
2> Atlanta
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FD-34O (REV. 6-24-65)

j ’-ns*

. File No J—- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

W Date Received- - - - - - - - - 15/22/68- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

’ From_ _ _ :_ _ _ BUREAU_ _ :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
I (NAMEOF CONTRIBUTOR)
! » ~

I (Address of contributor)

j (city and state)

By- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
■ (NAME OF‘SPECIAL AGENT)

j ’"^5 ~ ” .
I * * '

To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes 
: ■ □ No . □ No
. Description: «

■18 lifts and seven negatives of 
I

latent £1 impressions from the files

of the Rome, Georgia, Police

Department. ,



To: SAC’s, Atlanta (44-2386) - Enc. (29)
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Atlanta letter 5-13-68, submitting eighteen 
lifts and seven negatives of latent impressions from the files 
of Rome, Georgia,- Police Department for examination.

Latent fingerprints appearing on these lifts and <
in the negatives are not identical with the fingerprints of James 
Earl Ray, FBI #405942G. No palm prints Identification Division 
files for Ray. . .

The lifts, negatives, and four identifying envelopes 
enclosed to Atlanta. No photographic copies of the latent prints 
were prepared for Bufiles.

sr~c::£D’ixu>x:d ------  
SZJ.UIZCa_____ R L£ j
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Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propc-' 
FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65)

Squired os Evidence

Date‘_l

Title and Character of Case

Description of Property or Exhibit and Identityof Agent Submitting Same

Date Property Acquired
------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------- 4-------------—-----------------------------------

Source From Which Property Acquired

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same

//s~

SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date!

Field File e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . ■ • >

. . ■ t April 22, 1968
Date ,_____

1 . ‘ - •

The following items were personally taken via commercial 
airline to Washington, D. .0., FBI Laboratory, and turned over to; 
SAM CLARK, Hair and Fibre Section of this Laboratory, on April 15, 
1968, by SA JOHN B. REYNOLDS: ' * - .

1, Bed linen • . ' . ' ‘

2. Three (3) cigarette butts . . . '

3. City street map of Atlanta, book of paper .
’ matches and lined piece of paper . .

4. Newspaper .utilized fox’ shelf cover in wardrobe

5. ’Pink slip of' paper with name ”JTt4MY OWEN" . 
written thereon • -

6. Keyhole saw oh top of wardrobe '

■?. Cigarette butt . ’

8. Section of newspaper dated April 7 3 1958 ' ■
• * »

■ 9« Latent lifts numbered one through twelve

10. Latent lifts numbered Al through A3 .

On Atlanta', Georgia g Atlanta 44-2386

NW 65360 . A /i n



Transmitted under separate cover for the PLI
Laboratory is the evidence, This vas recovered
fros a ccarcii of 1*00.3 ur 107 I'Sth Btrcot L#, Atlanta8 Ga.., •/
and roon 5, 113 14th Street Atlanta, Ga, Tais evidence ■
vhs ohvaixiOo hy sJocin B. nolos a^xd e, r^Hler,

1. Bed linen •
2. three (3) cigarette butts
3. City street map of Atlanta, book of 

etches and lined piece of payer
4, K^xpayor utilized for shelf cover in ravdrobo
5. Pirk slip of"payor with name "Jiixuy Qyeti" 

written thareon
6. ;i*yi<vls& sav; <311 top of tardrobo

7 ; -G-if,Srrc':v&e bntt
3, .Section of newspaper dat&d 4/7/vS

©. Latent lifts muaUsrcd one through tvslvt;
10. Latest lifts numbored Al through-AS *

The laboratory is requested to make appropriate 
c^nisation of this evidence.

(Info)



' X • ■ Date: 4/16/68

Transmit the following in--------- 5-----:-------—--------------- -—::—---------5-?------ =--------- =—
(Type ip plaintext or code)

Via ' ■ Alrtel_________________________________ :__________________________
. (Priority)

To:/SAC’s, Atlanta (44-2386) '
■ Memphis (44-1987) .

.From ^Director, FBI (44-38861) . ; ■

MURKIN .

Re Atlanta letter and teletype 4/15/68, and delivery of 
evidence 4/15/68, by SA J. B. Reynolds.

Two latent fingerprints developed on piece of lined paper, Q168, 
and two latent palm prints developed on newspaper from shelf, Q169. These 
items from Room 6 at 113 14th Street, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia.

Nine latent palm prints of value found on lifts A-l,. A-3, A-5, 
A-9, A-10, A-ll, and A-12. No other latent impressions of value found or 
developed. ’ ■ ‘

These latent impressions compared with latent impressions 
previously reported in this case, but ho identification effected. Latent prints 
not identical with fingerprints of suspect Harold George Anderson, FBI 
#4156402. No palm prints here for Anderson. , ‘

Lifts A-4 and A-7 are of no value and have been destroyed. 
Results of laboratory examination and disposition of all other submitted items 
are subjects of separate report. • . .

Sent Via „_____ ___ . M Per ———____ _ _ _____ _—
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'OCZ-GHS^HS- ' ,■ • •
1 J!* ,

o-at : * •' -■■•''•. '
®iu ' • T ,’

tM UUUUU '•■•■'. 3

/■ .. < : ' "?- ’ •' ■ i • - ■

R '072-144Z APR 78 -
’ ' ■ ' . J ’ - • j ■ ■

; fm director fbi ^ _q*^ .
rn.FBr AUANtA rouhw (q& r ■.■.<.•

UNCLAS ' - ‘ ' ' ‘ '

MOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON A5$a<$!MATIOMS (HSCA)»
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VZCZCHQ0119 '

RR AT .

DE HQ 0119 0980217

ZNR UUUUU ‘ .

R 072144Z APR 78 ■ •

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-1’17290)

TO FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE , '

BT

U NCLAS . '

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA).. '

• HSCA BY LETTER DATED MARCH 23, 1978, REQUESTED IN IART 

THAT THE FBI FURNISH "ALL ORIGINAL TRANSPARENT LATENT LIFTS 

OF VALUE AMD OD NO VALUE IN THE POSSESSION OF FBI HEADQUARTERS 

OR FIELD OFFICES WHICH WERE COLLECTED DURING THE COURSE OF THE 

MURKIN INVESTIGATION.” . . '

HSCA AGREED TO LIMIT FIELD OFFICE REQUEST TO ATLANTA AND 

MEMPHIS OFFICES. PHOTOS OF ALL LATENTS OF VALUE SUBMITTED BY 

FIELD OFFICES HAVE BEEN PULLED FROM HEADQUARTERS FILE. HSCA 

AGREED TO ACCEPT PHOTOS OF LIFTS RATHER THAN ACTAL LIFTS. -

ATLANTA’IS REQUESTED TO REVIEW MURKIN FILE FOR ANY LATENT
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PAGE TWO DE HQ 0119 UNCLAS .

FINGERPRINT LIFTS OBTAINED DURING COURSE OF INVESTIGATION AND 

IF FEASIBLE, SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS OF. THOSE LIFTS. IF NOT ‘ 

POSSIBLE SUBMIT ACTUAL LIFTS WHICH AFTER COPYING WILL BE 

RETURNED TO SUBMITTING OFFICE. EACH LIFT SUBMITTED, 

PHOTOGRAPH OR ACTUAL, SHTULD BE IDENTIFIED AS TO WHICH 

SERIAL V’ ATLANTA FIELD OFFICE FILE CONTAINS DESCRIPTIVE . 

INFORMATION CONCERNING THAT LIFT. REQUESTED INFORMATION 

SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO FBI HEADQUARTERS, ATTENTION: 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION, ■ 

BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS APRIL 14, 1978. 

BT ' .

0119 -
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4/6/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
(HSCA)

Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, 3/29/78*

Enclosed, under separate cover for the 
Bureau is one xerox copy of 19 volumes of serials 
from Atlanta file 170-290, as. requested by the Bureau.

Referenced Bureau airtel pointed out that 
the HSCA had made a request of FBIHQ for files relating 
to former AT 1387-E, and as a result the Bureau requested 
Atlanta'to expeditiously provide FBIHQ with one xerox copy 
of this informant’s files, namely, Atlanta file 170-290 
and Atlanta file 134-389.

Atlanta noted that Atlanta file 170-290 consisted 
of 19 volumes and these have been xeroxed by Atlanta and 
are being sent to FBIHQ.

These volumes are as follows:

1) 170-290, Volume 1, Serials 1A1 through 4, 
Serials 1 - 200. .

2) 170-290, Volume 2, Serials 201-296.

3 Bureau
/'3^- Atlanta 

68-2242) 
(1 - 170-290)
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AT 66-2242

3) 170-290, Sul> B, Volume 1, Serials 1-104.

■ 4.) 170-290A, Volume 1, Serials 1 - 1554 i

5) 170-290A, Volume 2., Serials. 175-301.

6) 170-29QA, Volume 3, Serials 302-445.

7) 170-290A, Volume 4, Serials 446-560.

8) 170-290A, Volume 5, Serials 561-678.

.9) 170-290A, Volume 6, Serials 679-810.

10) 170^290A, Volume 7, Serials 811-950, (serial 
819 was shipped in serialization*)

11) 170-290A, Volume 8, Serials 951-1067.

12) 170-290A, Volume 9, Serials 1068-1175.

13) 170-290A, Volume 10, Serials 1176-1285.

14) 170-290A, Volume 11, Serials 1286-1380.

15) 170-290A, Volume .12, Serials 1381-1503.

16) 170-290Ai Volume 13^ Serials 1504-1610, 
(serial 1559 was shipped in serialization.).

17) 170-29QA, Volume. 14, Serials 1611-1713.

18) 170-290A, Volume 15, Serials 1712-1848.

19) 170-290As Volume 16, Serials 1849-2036.

Relative to Atlanta file 134-389, it was noted 
that this file had been destroyed by the. Atlanta Office on 
12/7/77, in the course of the normal destruction of files

- 2 -
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AT 66-2242

in the 134 category, per FBIHQ instructions pealing 
with the field file destruction program, as set forth 
in Bureau letter to all offices, 10/28/77, captioned 
"DESTRUCTION OF FIELD FILES AND RECORDS".

- 3*
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
(HSCA)

Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, 3/29/78.

Enclosed under separate cover for the 
Bureau is one xerox copy of 19 volumes of serials 
from Atlanta file 170-290, as requested by the Bureau.

Referenced Bureau airtel pointed put that k ' 
the HSCA had made a request of FBIHQ for files relating 
to former AT 1387-E, and as a result the Bureau requested 
Atlantatto expeditiously provide FBIHQ with one xerox copy 
of this informant’s files*.namely, Atlanta file 170-290 
and. Atlanta file 134-389.

Atlanta noted that Atlanta file 170-290 consisted 
of 19 volumes and these have been xeroxed by Atlanta and 
are being sent to FBIHQ. •

These volumes are as follows:

1) 170-29Q, Volume 1* Se’rlals 1A1 through 4,. 
Serials 1 - 200.

2) 170-290* Volume 2, Serials 201-296*

3 - Bureau
( O' Atlanta

& - 66-2242.)
(1 170-290)

EAS:sr
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AT 66-2242

3) 170-290, Sub B, Volume 1, Serials 1-104.

4) 170-290A, Volume 1, Serials 1 - 174.^

*5) 170=-290A, Volume 2, Serials 175-301.

6) 170-290A, Volume 3, Serials 302-445. 
- «

* 7) 170-290A, Volume 4, Serials 446-560.

8) 170-290A, Volume 5, Serials 561-678.

’ . . . 9) 170-290A, Volume 6, Serials 679-810 s

. 10) 170-290A, Volume 7, Serials 811-950, (serial
819 was shipped in serialization.)

11) 170-290A, Volume 8, Serials 951-1067.

. 12) 170-290A, Volume 9, Serials 1068-1175.

13) 17O-29OA, Volume 10, Serials 1176-1285.

14) 170-290A, Volume 11,.Serials 1286-1380.

15) 170-290A, Volume 12, Serials 1381-1503.

. ' 16) 170-290A, Volume 13, Serials 1504-1610,
(.serial 1599 was shipped in serialization.)

17) 170-290A,. Volume 14, Serials 1611-1713. "

18) 170-290A, Volume 15, Serials 1712-1848.

19) 170-290A, Volume 16, Serials 1849-2036.

Relative to Atlanta file 134-3&9* it Was noted 
that this file had been destroyed by the Atlanta Office on 
12/7/77» in the course of the normal destruction of files

- 2 -

NW 65360 DteM:32>8MO2 Page 90 v _______



AT 66-2242

in the 134 category, per FBIHQ instructions dealing 
with the field file destruction program, as set forth 
in Bureau letter to all offices, 10/28/77, captioned 
"DESTRUCTION OF FIELD FILES AND RECORDS”.
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0-9 (Rev. 7-27-76)

TRANSMIT VIA: Airtel

PRECEDENCE:___  ___ ___ _____ _

CLASSIFICATION: _ __ ___  _ _ ___ DATE: 3/29/78_____

To SAC, Atlanta (170-290)

'rom: Director, FBI (62-117290)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

ON

Enclosed for 
James Harrison to HSCA

Atlanta is one copy of waiver given by 
dated 3/13/78.

Per HSCA letter dated 3/13/78, request was made for 
all files relating to James Harrison, former Comptroller of 
the SCLC in Atlanta. The Committee provided a copy of 
enclosed waiver from Harrison for his informant file.

5 o
s5
Ei

KI

On 3/23/78, the Committee was provided a copy of 
Bufile 134-11126, relating to Harrison (former AT 1387-E). 
This release was coordinated with the Criminal Informant Unit 
Criminal Investigative Division.

The Committee has requested that the Atlanta 
Field Office informant file also be provided.

co

•S

/ Atlanta is requested to expeditiously provide FBI
Headquarters with a copy of informant file(s) for AT 1387-E 
(AT 170-290 and AT 134-389) to the attention of Congressional 
Iiiquiry Unit, Records Management Division.

Enclosure

■MARCHED ] .-KmEXElX 
SERIALIZE^ZS^D-Z^

i
FBI—ATLANTA

(Do not type below this line.)
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Airtel

3/29/78

To: SAC, Atlanta (170-290)

From: Director, FBI (62-117290)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

Enclosed for Atlanta, is one copy of waiver given by 
James Harrison to HSCA dated 3/13/78.

Per HSCA letter dated 3/13/78, request was made for 
all files relating to James Harrison, former Comptroller of 
the SCLC in Atlanta. The Committee provided a copy of 
enclosed waiver from Harrison for his informant file.

On 3/23/78, the Committee was provided a copy of 
Bufile 134-11126, relating to Harrison (former AT 1387-E). 
This release was coordinated with the Criminal Informant Unit, 
Criminal Investigative Division.

The Committee has requested that the Atlanta 
Field Office informant file also be provided.

Atlanta is requested to expeditiously provide FBI 
Headquarters with a copy of informant file(s) for AT 1387-E 
(AT 170-290 and AT 134-389) to the attention of Congressional 
Inquiry Unit, Records Management Division.

Enclosure
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March 14, 1978

To whom it may concern:

I do hereby authorize the House Select Committee on Assassinations 

to obtain the F.B.I. files relating to my activities as an informant*

W/ <Q.

James Harrison



4/11/78

TO

FROM

DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)(P)

SELECT COMMITTEE ONHOUSE
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 
BUDED 4/21/78

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta; Los Angeles, and 
Memphis 3/29/78, and Bureau telephone call to Atlanta 3/31/78.

By separate package, Atlanta is sending FBIHQ, 
xerox copies of 8 volumes of documents that were in the t 
Atlanta file on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 100-5586 - volumes 
74 through 81 as requested by FBIHQ. , .

Referenced Bureau teletype had indicated that \ 
in connection with the investigation into the assassination \ 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., the HSCA had requested access *
to various field office files including the entire Atlanta :
security file concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., (AT file 
100-5586). One legible copies of documents in this Atlanta 
file was to be furnished to FBIHQ.

The Bureau subsequently advised Atlanta in referenced
Bureau telephone call, that the HSCA wanted Atlanta to 
first furnish those documents in KING’S Atlanta security 
file that covered the period 1/1/68 through 4/30/68 and
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AT 66-2242

when these were xeroxed they were to be sent to ebihq right 
away. When this phase was completed, then the remaining 
documents in KING’S Atlanta file were to be xeroxed and 
sent to FBIHQ.

Atlanta rioted that the Atlanta file on MARTIN 
LUTHER KING consists of 81 volumes and that the documents 
in this file covering the period 1/1/68 - 4/30/68 were in 
volumes 74 through 80. Since the KING file only contained 
81 volumes, Atlanta decided to submit volumes 74 through 
81 at. this time and the remaining volumes, namely 1 through 
73, will be sent to FBIHQ as soon as they are xeroxed by 
Atlanta.

One xerox copy of the following volumes of the
Atlanta 
to FBIHQ

file 
at

on MARTIN 
this time.

LUTHER KING, JR., is being sent

1. 100-5586 Volume 74 
Serials 6681 - 6801 .

2. 100-5586 Volume 75 
Serials 6802 - 6906

3. 100-5586 Volume 76 
Serials 6907 - 7028

4. 100-5586 Volume 77
Serials 7029 - 8000
(the serialization in this volume 
was incorrect as it should have 
been 7029 - 7100 instead of 8000)

(in addition serials 7066 and 7067 
were skipped)

5. 100-5586 Volume 78
Serials 8001 8107 (serial 8016
skipped in serialization)

6. 100-5586 Volume 79
Serials 8108 - 8199

7. 100-5586 Volume 80 
Serials 8200 - 8325
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AT 66-2242

8. 100—5586 Volume 31 (last volume) 
Serials 8326 - 8361

As mentioned previously, Atlnta will send the 
xeroxed copies of the documents in Volumes 1 through 73 
to FBIHQ as soon as they are completed. .
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• VZCZCHQ0125

RR AT LA ME

DE HQ 0125 0890355

ZNR UUUUU .

R 292135Z MAR 78

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117290)

TO FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE

FBI LOS ANGELES ROUTINE’

FBI MEMPHIS. ROUTINE

BT

UNCLAS

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA); BUDED: APRIL 21-, 19
7

. $

IN CONNECTION WITH THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION 

OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., THE HSCA HAS REQUESTED ACCESS TO FIELD' 

OFFICE FILES IN THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS: 1. ATLANTA-ENTIRE 

SECURITY FILE CONCERNING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., (AT FILE 100-5586).

2. MEMPHIS-ENTIRE SECURITY FILE CONCERNING KING (100-4105), AND THE

ENTIRE SECURITY FILE CONCERNING COMINFIL, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSH 

P’

CONFERENCE (SCLC) (15-7-166). 3. LOS ANGELES-KING SECURITY FILE 

(100-5 7229), AND COMINFIL, SCLC (100-65141)., BUT ONLY FOR THE PERIOD.

JANUARY 1, 1967, THROUG JUNE 30, 1968.
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PAGE TWO*”DE'HQ 0125 UNCLAS .

RECIPIENTS SHOULD FURNISH PBIHQ ONE LEGIBLE COPY OF DOCUMENTS IN

THE ABOVE FILES. IT WILL 0 NLY BE* NECESSARY TO FURNISH

A COPY OF THE FIRST PAGE OF ANY SERIAL PREVIOUSLY SENT TO FBIHQ. ■ 

ALL OTHER SERIALS IN THESE FILES WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY 

FURNISHED TO FBIHQ SHOULD BE REPRODUCED IN THEIR ENTIRETY,.. ' 

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE READILY PHOTOCOPIED SUCH AS PHOTOGRAPHS^- * =

MAGAZINES, OR OTHER BULKY ITEMS, SHOULD BE DESCRIBED

IN THE COVER AIRTEL SUBMITTING THE MATERIAL TO FBSHQ. '

■ ALL MATERIAL SHOULD BE FORWARDED BY COVER AIRTEL TO FBIHQ, ■ . 

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION, 

BY APRIL 21, 1978. .

BT .

0125 ’ . .

NNNN ■
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VZCZCHQQ125

RR AT LA ME

DE HO n125 3290355

ZNR UUUUU

R S92135Z MAR 7E

R DIRECTSp FBI <62-117290

TO F3I ATLANTA ROUTINE

RBI LOS ANGELAS ROUTINE 

RBI MF.’PMIS ROUTINE ‘ 

8T ‘

1 (O O ~ S S \a -—
• <io - 1 11 £ hfU ^ / G ? 

Pvrs'V —>

in CLAS . -

H0”3E SELECT COMMITTEE OR ASSASSINATIONS (HSOA) ; BODED? APRIL 01 j 19 
' -----——- 7

• • < .
J » •

H CONNECTION TITH THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION

OF MARTI I LUTHER HUG, JR., THE HSCA HAS REOlCSTED ACCESS TO FJ^LD 

OFFICE*FILES IN THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS: 1. ATLANTA-ESTTF^ 

SECURITY FILE CONCERNING MARTIN LUTHET KING, JR./ (AT FILE

2. MEMPHIS-ENTIRE SECURITY FILE CONCERNING KING (1TS41C5), AND TIF 

. ~ *

ENTIRE SECURITY FILE CO .’CEP'JIA'G COWFIL, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LTADERSH 
■ I

P ‘

C0'1FERR”CE CGCLC) (157-160. 3. LOS ANGELES-HING SECURITY FILE 

C10C-5 7229), AUD COMINFIL, SCLC Cl 6514D, 3JT ONLY FOE THR PERIOD



PAGE TWO DE HQ 0125 UNCLAS . •

RECIPIENTS SHOULD FURNISH FBIHQ ONE LEGIBLE COPY OF DOCUMENTS IN

THE ABOVE FILES. IT WILL OKLY BE NECESSARY’TO FURNISH 

A COPY OF THE FIRST PACE OF ANY SERIAL PREVIOUSLY SENT TO FEIHC. 

ALL OTHER SERIALS IN THESE FILES WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY 

FURNISHED TO FBIHQ SHOULD BE REPRODUCED IN THEIR ENTIRETY.

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE READILY PHOTOCOPIED SUCH AS PHOTOGRAPHS, 

MAGAZINES, OR OTHER BULKY ITEMS, SHOULD BE DESCRIBED . 

IN THE COVER AIRTEL SUBMITTING THE MATERIAL TO FBSHQ.

ALL MATERIAL SHOULD BE FORWARDED BY COVER AIRTEL TO FBIHQ, 

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION, • 

BY APRIL 21, 197$. •

BT • ' ■ ■ ’ ’

0125 ’

’IN NN
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3/22/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT SECTION

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242) (C)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS 
(HSCA)

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 3/17/78; 
telephone conversations between SA RICHARD D. RACKLEFF 
(AT) and SA JOHN ALDHIZER, Congressional Liaison, 
and SA DAN COULSON, Legal Unit, on 3/17/78.

Enclosed are the original and five copies 
of self-explapatory LHM reflecting the interview 
of SA RACKLEFF at Atlanta,/Georgia by HSCA Investigators 
ROBERT WALKER and FLOYD REEVES on 3/20/78.
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. »

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '

Atlanta, Georgia

March 22, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS 
(HSCA)

Special Agent (SA) Richard D. Rackleff, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Atlanta 
Division, was contacted telephonically on Friday, 
March 17, 1978 by Robert Walker who identified 
himself as a Staff Investigator for the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations (HSCA). Walker made 
arrangements to meet with SA Rackleff at the •
intersection of North Avenue and Spring Street, Atlanta, 
Georgia, at ll:.00 AM on Monday,- March -20, 1978. 
Walker stated he would be in the company of a second 
Staff Investigator whom he identified as Mr. Reeves, 
a black male. ‘

At 11:00 AM on March 20, 1978, SA Rackleff 
met with Robert Walker and Floyd Reeves, both of ’ 
whom displayed credentials identifying themselves 
to be members of the Investigative Staff of the U. S. 
Congress. Reeves conducted the questioning and requested 
the information relating to the neighborhood canvassing 
conducted by SA Rackleff in the vicinity of North 
Highland Street and Ponce de Leon Avenue in April, 
1968. Reeves inquired as to the person or persons 
coordinating the investigation conducted in the Atlanta 
Division and specifically asked whether other areas



HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS 
(HSCA)

of Atlanta were canvassed in addition to this one 
particular area. Reeves specifically asked if other 
areas which were identified by markings on a map 
recovered from the apartment of James Earl Ray were ' 
canvassed in addition to this one area near North 
Highland Avenue and Ponce de Leon.

SA Rackleff explained he could not recall 
specifically how many markings were on the map, but 
believed there were basically four areas marked. 
He stated three of these markings were identifiable 
as being significant to the approximate location 
of the home and church of Doctor Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and the apartment of James Earl Ray. The fourth 
marking on the map as recalled by SA Rackleff was 
not significant or identifiable with any known activity 
of either James Earl Ray or Dr. King, and therefore 
an extremely thorough, door-to-door survey was conducted 
in an area well beyond the boundaries of the fourth 
marking on the map. Each and every adult member 
of each household was contacted and interviewed concerning 
any knowledge or association wi~th James Earl Ray 
or Dr. Martin Luther King. Photographs of Ray were 
displayed and as best as could be recalled, there 
was no pertinent information developed specifically 
identifying any associates of either James Earl Ray 

ior Dr. King.

The Special Agent in Charge of the Atlanta 
Division was identified as Frank Hitt, and the Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge at that time was identified 
as Jack Keith, Jr. ‘

Mr. Reeves requested an additional interview . 
■of SA Rackleff in the Conference Room at the Headquarters 
of the Atlanta Police Department at 3:00 PM on that 
same date for the purpose of displaying a replica

2
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS 
(HSCA)

of the map recovered from Ray’s apartment. At 3:00 
PM, a second interview was conducted by Mr. Reeves 
and Mr. Walker. Mr. Reeves displayed what he 
identified to be a replica of the map recovered from 
Ray’s apartment in April, 1968 and also displayed 
a legal sized handwritten paper showing separate 
investigations conducted by SA Harry Lee, SA James 
Riordan, and SA Rackleff in 1968. The investigation 
by SA Rackleff identified the streets and addresses 
canvassed during the neighborhood investigation.
SA Rackleff explained that he reported to the Atlanta 
Office in about January 1968, and at the time of 
the investigation of the King assassination, he was 
not familiar with the streets and locations. SA 
Rackleff was unable to recall specifically observing 
the map displayed by Mr. Reeves, however, did 
identify three of the general areas marked as being 
the approximate location of the home and church of 
Dr. King and the apartment of James Earl Ray near 
14th Street and Peachtree Street, N.E. The fourth 
marking on the map was identified as the area in 
which SA Rackleff conducted the above described 
neighborhood investigation. •

SA Rackleff expressed his full and complete 
cooperation with the investigation of Mr. Walker 
and Mr. Reeves and Mr. Reeves stated they were very 
much appreciative and might request additional 
interviews at a later date.

3*
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FD-36 (Rey: 7-27-76) 
z

TRANSMIT VIA: 
[g Teletype 
f—1 Facsimile 
□ Airtel

PRECEDENCE: 
r~l Immediate 
C3>Pr4eMty 
Q Routine j

CLASSIFICATION:
□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
QEFTO
go CEEXKX UNCLAS

TO" £77
FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC)

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE

BT

UNCLAS

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

DIVISION

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA); BUDED 

MARCH 24, 1978

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO, 

LOS ANGELES, MEMPHIS, AND NEW ORLEANS., MARCH 21, 1978.

REFERENCED TELETYPE ADVISED THAT IN CONNECTION WITH 

CAPTIONED MATTER, THAT RECIPIENTS FURNISH THE IDENTITIES 

OF CASE AGENT(S) IN 'THE UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA (UKA) 

INVESTIGATION FOR .THE PERIOD OF JANUARY, 1967 THROUGH 

DECEMBER 31, 1968; ALSO TO FURNISH THE CURRENT STATUS 

OF THE AGENT OR AGENTS AND THEIR LOCATION, IF KNOWN,

ATLANTA REVIEWED ITS FILE FOR THE UKA (157-193) AND
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PAGE TWO AT (66-224'2) UNCLAS

NOTED THE FOLLOWING RELATIVE TO THE CASE AGENT(S) IN

THE UKA INVESTIGATION DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY, 1967 - 

DECEMBER 31., 1968:

AS OF JANUARY 1, 1967; TO JULY 20, 1967 - FORMER 

SPECIAL AGENT RICHARD HAMILTON - RETIRED - CURRENTLY 

RESIDES AT 5820 KAYRON' DRIVE, NORTHEAST, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. 404-255-2353..

JULY 20, 1967, TO MARCH 8, 1968 - SPECIAL AGENT 

JAMES J. ROSE, CURRENTLY ASSIGNED TO THE NEW YORK FBI 

OFFICE-

MARCH 8, 1968, TO DECEMBER 9, 1968 - FORMER SPECIAL 

AGENT RICHARD HAMILTON.

DECEMBER 9 , 1968, TO-DECEMBER 31., 1968 - FORMER 

SPECIAL AGENT CARL E. CLAIBORNE, RETIRED, LAST KNOWN TO 

BE RESIDING AT 7840 CEDAR CREST ROAD, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 

37981.

BT
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Rk HO ‘ ' .

OF AT '

R 222235E MAR 7S

FM ATLANTA (€6-2242) (HUC) ’ ’ ' ‘

TO nr SECTOR (61-117290) ROUTINE

BI . -, . .

USCLAF

A-TTE"Tr'.: CO GRES'S I- <AL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT

H7UCE c?LECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)J BUDED 

MARCH 24, 1072 ■

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO, 

LOF A'ICELES, MEMPHIS, AW ?’EW ORLEANS, MARCH 21, (S7S^

REFEPE CT3 TELETYPE ADVISEO THAT IN CONNECTION WITH 

CAPTIO ED MATTER, THAT RECIPIENTS FUPNISH THE IDENTITIES 

OF CAFE AGE'TCS) IN THE UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA (UKA) 

KVESHGATIO- FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY, 1967 THROUGH 

DECEMBER 31, 136S| ALSO TO FURNISH THE CURRENT STATUS 

OF THE AGE-T nR AGENTS ANDTHEIR LOCATION, IF KNOWN* •

ATLA TA REVIEWED ITS FILE FOR TRE UKA’ d57-193)' A^

IHD3XED 

0LED.
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PAGE TWO AT (66-2242) UNCLAS .

NOTED THE FOLLOWING RELATIVE TO TRE CASE AGENTCS) IN 

THE UKA INVESTIGATION DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY, 1967 - 

DECEMBER 31, 1968: •

AS OF JA GARY 1 , 1967, TO JULY 20, 1967 - FORMER 

SPECIAL AGENT RICHARD HAMILTON 7 RETIRED - CURRENTLY ' 

RESIDES AT 5220 KAYRON DRIVE,' NORTHEAST, ATLANTA, GEORGIA., 

TELEPHO E UMBER'404-255-2553. •

JULY 20, 1967, TO MARCH S, 1968 - SPECIaL AGENT . 

JAMES J, ROSE, CURRENTLY ASSIGNED TO THE NEW YORK FBI 

OFFICE. • ' '

MARCH 8,' 1968, TO DECEMBER 9, 1968 “ FORMER SPECIAL 

AGZNT RICHARD HAMILTON. '

y DECEMBER 9, 19G8, TO DECEMBER. 31, 1968 - FORMER 

SPECIAL AGE’T CARL E* CLAIBORNE, RETIRED, LAST KNOWN TO , 

DF RESIDJ.G &T 7843 CEDAR CREST ROAD, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 

37981. ' ‘

BT ' • ‘
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RR AT BH CG LA ME NO

DE HQ 0096 0810408

ZNR UUUUU

R 210237Z MAR 78

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117290)

TO FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE -

FBI BIRMINGHAM ROUTINE

FBI CHICAGO ROUTINE

FBI LOS ANGELES ROUTINE

FBI MEMPHIS ROUTINE

FBI NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE

UNCLAS

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) .

BUDED MARCH 24, 978-

IN CONNECTION WITH ITS INVESTIGATION IN-TO THE 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., THE HSCA DESIRES TO 

IDENTIFY AMD POSSIBLY LATER INTERVIEW CASE AGENT(S) WHO 

HANDLED INVESTIGATION OF THE UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA (UKA) 

DURING 1967-1968 IN THE ABOVE OFFICES.

IN RESPONSE TO THIS HSCA REQUEST, RECIPIENTS FURNISH 

IDENTITIES OF CASE AGENT(S) IN UKA INVESTIGATION FOR PERIOD
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PAGE TWO DE &Q 0096 UNCLAS

JANUARY , 1967, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1968. INCLUDE 

APPROXIMATE TIME PERIODS IF MORE THAN ONE AGENT WAS 

ASSIGNED UKA CASE AND CURRENT STATUS AND LOCATION OF 

AGENT, IF KNOWN.

SUBMIT RESULTS BY TELETYPE TO FBIHQ, ATTENTION: 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

BY MARCH 24, 1978. •

BT .

0096

W Page 112
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■ I1' CO ^ECTtON WHH XTS"^ .

ASSASSI"AT10f: OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., THE HSCA OES>ES TO 
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PAGE TWO DE MG . -0096 UNCLAS ' > ' . •' —

JANUARY , 1967, THROUGH DECEMBER5 31, 1968. INCLUDE 

APPROXIMATE TIME PERIODS IF MORE THAN- ONE AGENT WAS 

ASSIGNED- UKA CASE' A ND CURRENT STATUS. AND LOCATION OF . 

AGENT, IF K OWN. ' - < " - ' -

. SUBMIT RESULTS ^Y TELETYPE TO FBIHQ, ATTENTIONS '

COTsRESSIO At. r QUWY;UNfT,

BY MARCH 24, 1978.

BT ', ■ ■ . - ■•’ ..
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FD^o (Rev. 7-27-76)

PRECEDENCE: 
r~l Immediate 
0 Priority 
(—I Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
Q TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
® E F T 0

TRANSMIT VIA:
□3 Teletype
□ Facsimile
□ Airtel

CLEAR
Date^S

FM ATLANTA (66-2242)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (62-112790) PRIORITY

BT

E F T 0

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

RE FBIHQ-TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA, MARCH 2, 1978, 

AND FBIHQ TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, MARCH 3, 1978.

FBIHQ ADVISED ATLANTA IN REFERENCED TELETYPE THAT THE 

HSCA, BY LETTER DATED. FEBRUARY 3, 1978, REQUESTED THE FBI 

PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE-WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS 

ASSIGNED- TO THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION ON DR.. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., DURING THE PERIOD 1967-1968. THIS REQUEST WAS 

INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE ALL ATLANTA AGENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED 

IN THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KING DURING THE PERIOD IN 

QUESTION. AS A RESULT, ATLANTA WAS REQUESTED-BY FBIHQ TO

FURNISH THE BUREAU WITH A LIST OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS

ASSIGNED TO KING'S SECURITY INVESTIGATION BY'COB.MARCH 8, 1978

1-100-5586 SERIALIZED

SEARCHED
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PAGE TWO AT (66-1131) E F T 0 ’ ’ '

ATLANTA.NOTED THAT THE ATLANTA SECURITY "INVESTIGATION

FILE FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR., ATLANTA FILE 100-5586, 

CONSISTED OF 81 VOLUMES, CONTAINING 8361 SERIALS. VOLUMES 

59 TO SO: COVERED THE PERIOD 1967-1968. '

’ ’ “ THIS SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KING- BY ATLANTA HAD

- BEEN ASSIGNED TO SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA ON MAY 21, 1965, 

AND SA SENTINELLA HAD THIS CASE ASSIGNED TO HIM FOR THE

•ENTIRE PERIOD OF 1967-1968. SA SENTINELLA1S- ATLANTA

SUPERVISOR DURING 1967 AND 1968 WAS SA CHARLES S. HARDING.

ATLANTA THEN REVIEWED VOLUMES 59 THROUGH 80 OF THE KING 

SECURITY FILE AM) It WAS NOTED THAT SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA 

APPEARED TO BE THE ONLY ATLANTA AGENT THAT TOOK AN ACTIVE 

PART IN THE HANDLING OF’ THIS CASE IN 1967-1968. SA SENTINELLA 

PREPARED ALL OUTGOING COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING KING, HIS 

NAME WAS SHOWN IN THE BLOCKSTAMP OF ALMOST ALL. THE INCOMING « -

COMMUNICAtlONS TO ATLANTA REGARDING KING, AND TN ADDITION, 
SA SENTINELLA HANDLED THE ONE INFORMA^^^ NAMELY FORMER 

AT 1387-R, WHO FURNISHED A GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION

REGARDING KING DURING 1967-1968.
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PAGE THREE AT (66-2242) E F T 0

THERE WAS NO INDICATION- FROM THIS REVIEW OF KING'S 

FILE THAT ANY OTHER ATLANTA AGENTS TOOK AN ACTIVE PART IN 

THE INVESTIGATION OF KING OR TORE. ASSIGNED TO THE KING % -

INVESTIGATION.

IN THIS FILE REVIEW, ATLANTA. ONLY NOTED ONE INSTANCE 

DURING THE' PERIOD 1967-1968 IN WHICH ATLANTA AGENTS MADE ANY 

PHYSICAL. OBSERVATION OF KING AND THAT WAS ON'APRIL 25, 1967, 

WEN STANLEY LEVISON VISITED ATLANTA. KING AND LEVISON WERE 

OBSERVED ON THIS. OCCASION OUTSIDE SCLC -HEADQUARTERS IN 

ATLANTA-AND LATER AT THE ATLANTA AIRPORT WHERE LEVISON 

BOARDED. A PLANE FOR NEW YORK. THE AGENTS MAKING THESE 

OBSERVATIONS WERE SA*'S ALAN G. SENTINELLA, JOHN F.CUNNINGHAM 

EDWARD U. CRIM, AND JAMES J. ROSE.

BT
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PP HP

DE AT '

P 081630Z MAR 78

FM ATLANTA (€6-2242)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (62-112790) PRIORITY ■

BT . '

E FT 0

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

RE FBIHQ TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA, MARCH 2, 1978, 

AND FBIHQ TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, MARCH 3, 1978.

FBIHQ ADVISED ATLANTA IN REFERENCED TELETYPE THAT THE 

HSCA, BY LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 3, 1978, REQUESTED THE FBI ’ 

PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS 

ASSIGNED TO THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION ON DR. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., DURING THE PERIOD 1967-1968. THIS REQUEST WAS . 

INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE ALL ATLANTA AGENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED 

IN THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KING DURING THE PERIOD IN 

QUESTION. AS A .RESULT, ATLANTA WAS REQUESTED BY FBIHQ TO 

FURNISH THE BUREAU WITH A LIST OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS 

ASSIGNED TO KING’S SECURITY INVESTIGATION BY COB MARCH 8, 1978.
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PAGE TWO AT C66-1131) E F T 0

ATLANTA NOTED THAT THE ATLANTA SECURITY INVESTIGATION 

FILE FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, ATLANTA'FILE 100-5586, 

CONSISTED OF El VOLUMES, CONTAINING 8361 SERIALS. VOLUMES 

59 TO 8? COVERED THE PERIOD 1967-1968.

THIS SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KING BY ATLANTA HAD 

BEEN ASSIGNED TO SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA ON MA? 21, 1965, 

AND SA SENTINELLA HAD THIS CASE ASSIGNED TO HIM FOR THE 

ENTIRE PERIOD OF 1967-1968. SA SEHTINELLA’S ATLANTA 

SUPERVISOR DURING 1967 AND 1968 WAS SA CHARLES S. HARDING.

ATLANTA THEN REVIEWED VOLUMES 59 THROUGH 80 OF THE KING 

SECURITY FILE AND IT WAS NOTED THAT SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA 

APPEARED TO BE THE ONLY ATLANTA AGENT THAT TOOK AN ACTIVE 

PART IN THE HANDLING OF THIS CASE IN 1967-1968. SA SENTINELLA 

PREPARED ALL OUTGOING COMMUNICATION'S REGARDING KING, HIS ‘ 

NAME WAS SHOWN IN THE BLOCKSTAMP OF ALMOST ALL THE INCOMING 

COMMUNICATIONS TO ATLANTA REGARDING KING, AND IN ADDITION, 

SA SENTINELLA HANDLED THE ONE INFORMATION, NAMELY FORMER 

AT 1387-R, WHO FURNISHED A GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION , 

REGARDING KING DURING 1967-1968.
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PAGE THREE AT (66-2242) E'F T 0

THERE WAS HO IMDICATIO"; FROM THIS REVIEW OF KING'S 

.FILE THAT ANY OTHER ATLANTA AGENTS TOOK AN ACTIVE PART IN 

THE INVESTIGATION OF KING OR WERE ASSIGNED TO THE KING 

investigation.

IN THIS FILE REVIEW, ATLANTA ONLY NOTED ONE INSTANCE 

DURING THE PERIOD 1967-1968 IN WHICH ATLANTA AGENTS MADE ANY 

PHYSICAL OBSERVATION OF KING AMD THAT WAS ON APRIL 25, 19$7, 

WHEN STANLEY LEVISON VISITED ATLANTA. KING AND LEVISON WERE1 

OBSERVED ON THIS OCCASION OUTSIDE SCLC HEADQUARTERS IN 

ATLANTA AND LATER AT THE ATLANTA AIRPORT WHERE- LEVISON 

BOARDED A PLANE FOR NEW YORK. THE AGENTS MAKING THESE 

OBSERVATIONS WERE SA’S ALAN G. SENTINELLA, JOHN FiCUNNINGHAM, 

EDVARD U. CRIM, AND JAMES J. ROSE. . '

BT
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RR AT - .

DE HQ '

R 03214’02 MAR 73 ’ • '

FM DIRECTOR (62-112790 ‘ ■

TO ATLANTA ROUTINE . .

EI ' ' ,

E F TP' ’ ’
HOlM SELECT COMMITTEE 0 5 ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA).

RE3UTELCAL TO ATLANTA MARCH 2, 1978. .

HSCA BY LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 3, 1978, RECUESTED FBI ’

PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS *

ASSIGNED TO THE SECURITY' INVESTIGATION ON DR. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., DURING THE‘PERIOD 1957-1968.

DURINGRETELCAL IT'WAS EXPLAINED TO SA PERRY, ATLANTA , 

DIVISION, THAT REGUEST INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE ALL ATLANTA 

AGENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KITS

-DURING PERIOD IN QUESTION. AT PRESENT TIME LEGAL COUNSEL

DIVISION IS NEGOTIATING WITH HSCA OVER PROPOSED USE OF

photographs.
ATLANTA REQUESTED TO FURNISH BUREAU WITH LIST GF ALL
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PAGE TWO (62-112790) E F T 0

ATLANTA AGENTS ASSIGNED TO KING'S SECURITY INVESTIGATION

AS STATED ABOVE BY COB S, 1973.

BT .
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HQO069 0622240 ■

RR AT

DE HQ

R 032140Z MAR 78 '

FM DIRECTOR (62-112790)

TO ATLANTA ROUTINE

BT '

E F T 0 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). 

REBUTELCAL TO ATLANTA MARCH 2, 1978. 

HSCA BY LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 3, 1978, REQUESTED FBI

PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS 

ASSIGNED TO THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION O’N DR. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., DURING THE PERIOD 1967-1968. . ‘

DURINGRETELCAL IT WAS EXPLAINED TO SA PERRY, ATLANTA 

DIVISION, THAT REQUEST INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE ALL ATLANTA 

AGENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KING 

DURING PERIOD IN QUESTION. AT PRESENT TIME LEGAL COUNSEL 

DIVISION IS NEGOTIATING WITH HSCA OVER PROPOSED USE OF 

PHOTOGRAPHS. ' ’

ATLANTA REQUESTED TO FURNISH BUREAU WITH LIST OF ALL
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ATLANTA AGENTS ASSIGNED TO KING’S SECURITY INVESTIGATION

AS STATED ABOVE BY COB KERCH 8, 1978.
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2/28/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUDED 3/3/78

Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, 
Cincinnati, and Louisville, 2/16/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau is one xerox copy each 
of 193 Atlanta logs and communications relative to cap-' 
tioned matter.

Referenced Bureau airtel pointed out that the 
HSCA was currently conducting investigation- into the assas
sination of President JOHN F. KENNEDY and MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. In connection with the KING matter, the HSCA 
had been advised that the National States Rights Party 
(NSRP), JESSE B. STONER, and Dr. EDWARD FIELDS, were sub-, 
jects of electronic surveillance (Elsur) by the FBI. The 
HSCA, by letter dated 2/8/78, requested access to FBI 
materials pertaining to the Elsurs of these subjects during 
the period 1956 to 1965.

The Bureau airtel went on that appropriate records 
at FBI Headquarters were checked and disclosed that JESSE B. 
STONER had been the subject of a telephone surveillance by 
the Atlanta Office from 10/10/63 to 2/18/64, at 100% Hunter 
Street, Atlanta, Georgia. This coverage was also in connec
tion with the Bapbom case and the Elsur was assigned the 
symbol numbers, AT 1377-S* and AT 1378-S*.
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AT 66-2242

The Bureau requested that Atlanta review pertinent 
indices and investigative files regarding the above mentioned 
Elsur on STONER and to retrieve all material pertaining to 
the authorization, installation and removal of this Elsur, 
plus all communications, logs, and transcripts which contain 
Elsur results. One legible copy of these items was to be 
furnished to the Bureau.

Atlanta has reviewed appropriate files in connec
tion with this matter and as requested by the Bureau, one 
xerox copy of each of the following serials is being 
furnished to FBI Headquarters:

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-l
2 
3 
4 “
5 
10 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 • 
40 
41 
42 
43

' 44
45
46
47
48
49

- .2 -
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AT 66-2242

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94 -
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127

‘ - 3 -
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AT 66-2242

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
143

• 144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153

• 154
155.
156
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
181
182
18'3
184
185
186
187
188
192
193
194
195
196

- 4 -
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AT 66-2242

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-197
198
199
200
201
202
203
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
221
222
223
224
225
228
229
230
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263

- 5
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AT 66-2242

281
318

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
274 
275 
277 
278 
279 
280 
281 
282 
283

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-216
275

Atlanta noted in conducting this review, that 
a few of the original Elsur logs had several entries made 
with a light blue ink and as a result, , these entries were 
somewhat faint on the xerox copies. Efforts to improve 
the quality of these particular copies of the Elsur logs 
weres unsuccessful as the light blue ink does not copy 
well.

It is noted that Atlanta has placed a three by . 
five card as a flag on the serials listed below, namely:

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-33
100
104
120 •
134
135,

as these serials had information in various paragraphs, 
that by its nature, identified a former confidential source 
of the Atlanta Office and this information should be deleted 
prior to being furnished to the HSCA. These three by five 
card flags set forth the apprppriate paragraphs that should 
be deleted in these serials.

- 6* -
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AT 66-2242

Nature of
Division#

Section, or
Agent’s Assign
ment prior to

Case Period Squad of involvement in
Agent assigned Assignment KING and SCLC 

investigations
Communist infiltration 
of the SCLC ____ ,
ROBERT R. 
NICHOLS

4/17/62 - 
12/1/64

Atlanta - #3 Security/extremist 
investigations

ALDEN F. 12/1/64 - Atlanta - #3 Security
MILLER 4/26/66 investigations

ALAN G. 
SENTINELLA

4/26/66 - 
3/12/71

Atlanta - #3 Security/extremist 
investigations

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON

3/12/71 -
5/23/73

Atlanta - #3 Extremist 
investigations

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON

7/10/73 - 
10/20/73

Atlanta - #3 It

5*
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File—Serial Charge Out 
FD-5 (Rev. 6-17-70)

U.S. GiP.O. 1973-493-150

File------- - —------ .----- —__ ____ _—__ ___ Onto
Class. Case No. Last Serial

I I Pending | | Closed Date

Serial No. Description of Serial Charged

21_____ Xerox copy of 193 Atlanta logs _ ______  
and communications relative to 
HSCA..,—which wa-s^enc-l-os ure--------- -
to Atlanta airtel to the

~----- — Bttre^iT-^7^W^f-S^Trr-22^------—-----

MAINTAINED IN SEPARATE VOLUME AS ONE SERIAL
Employee ’

RECHARGE Dote------ =------------ —

To From 

Dote Charged

Employee
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0-9 (Rev. 7-27-76)

TRANSMIT VIA: --

PRECEDENCE: - _____

CLASSIFICATION; __________ ._____________ DATE: 2/'1.6/78 ____

(1) Subject of microphone surveillance during 
. 5/6 7/59 at the. Atlantic. Hotel, Chicago,
Illinois -(CG- 6323-C* '(RAC).) . ’

(Do not type below this line.)

To: SACe, \^^anta>/
^Bififiingham
Chicago 
Cincinnati.

/ Louisville ’

From: Director, FBI '(6.2-117290)*.

HOUSE SELECT. COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

BUDED.: 3/^/7 8 .

The HSCA is currently conducting investigation 
into: the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. In connection with '.the King 
matter,, the HSCA has. been advised that the. National States 
Rights Party (NSRP.) , Jesse B. Stoner and Dr. Edward. Fields 
were subjects, of electronic surveillance by the FBI. . The 
HSCA, by letter dated 2/8/78, requested access to. FBI 
materials' pertaining to electronic surveillances of these 
subjects during the period 1956 through 1965.

■ Appropriate, records .at FBIHQ disclosed the
below information concerning, electronic surveillance of 
the following subjects:: ‘

/D
o 

no
t t

yp
e B

EY
O

ND
 T

H
IS

 M
AR

G
IN

:)

' NATIONAL .'STATES' "RIGHTS: PARTY.
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Airtel to SACs, AT, BH, CG, CI, LS.
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

("2.) Subject of microphone surveillance during 
3/19 - 20/6.0 at the Midway Lodge, Miamisburg, . . 
Ohio (CI 389-C*  (RAC)j. ' ' '

• It is noted that FBIHQ files reveal authorization 
of other electronic surveillances of the NSRP, but 
installation in those instances was not completed. The HSCA 
request is being interpreted to include only;..instances where 
actual surveillance was conducted.

' (3) Subject of microphone surveillance on 6/16/62 at 
the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago-, Illinois (CG 6556-S*)  .

(4.) Subject of telephone surveillance from 10/25/63 to 
11/22/63 at the NSRP Headquarters, also the residence 
of Jack K. Warner, 1865 Bessemer Road, Birmingham, 
Alabama- (BH 292-C*)  . This, coverage was in’ 
connection with the BAPBOMB case (BHfile 157-352).

JESSE B..STONER . . ‘

(•1) Subject of telephone surveillance from 10/10/63 
' to. 2/18/64 at his residence, 100 1/2 Hunter St., 

Atlanta, Georgia. (AT 1377—S*  and AT 1378-S*)
• This coverage was also in connection with the 

BAPBOMB investigation (ATfile 66-825).

DR. EDWARD FIELDS

(1) Subject of microphone surveillance from 2/28/64 to. 
3/1/64 at the Sheraton Hotel, Louisville, Kentucky 
:(LS 337-RAC)  . This hotel was site of an NSRP 
convention hut installation was hot feasible, except to 
coyer the motel room of Fields.

*

2



Airtel to SAGS, AT, BH, CG, CI, LS
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Receiving offices are requested to review pertinent 
indices and investigative files concerning, instances of 
above electronic surveillance which .occurred in your’ 
respective territories. Retrieve all material pertainipg 
to the authorization, insta-llation and removal -of these 
surveillances and all communications, logs, and transcripts1 
which contain surveillance results- Furnish one legible 
copy of all material. ' ’

Forward this material by cover airtel to FBIHQ, 
Attention-: Congressional Inquiry" Unit, Records Management 
Division, by COB 3/3/78. ' '

3
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2/16/78

To * SACs, Atlanta
Birmingham
Chicago
Cincinnati
Louisville

From Director, FBI (62 117290}

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
.ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSC/1)

BUDED : 3^/78

The HSCA is currently conducting investigation 
into the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. In connection with the King 
matter, the HSCA has been advised that the National States 
Rights Party (NSRP), Jesse B. Stoner and Dr. Edward Fields 
were subjects of electronic surveillance by the FBI. The 
HSCA, by letter elated 2/8/78, requested access to FBI 
materials pertaining to electronic surveillances of these 
subjects during the period 1956 through 1965.

Appropriate records at FBIHQ disclosed the 
below information concerning electronic surveillance of 
the following subjects:

NATIONM,^

(1) Subject of microphone surveillance during 
5/6— 7/59 at the Atlantic Hotel, Chicago, 
Illinois (CG 5323 C* (RAC)).

[SEARCHED^

FBI—ATLAN"
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Airtel to SACs, AT, BH, CG, CI, LS
RIU HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE OE ASSASSIHATIOES

Receiving offices are requested to review pertinent 
indices and investigative files concerning instances of 
above electronic surveillance which occurred in your 
respective territories. Retrieve all material pertaining 
to the authorisation, installation and removal of these 
surveillances and all communications, logs, and transcripts 
which contain surveillance results. Furnish one legible 
copy of all material. .

Forward this material by cover airtel to. FBIHQ, 
Attentions Congressional Inquiry Unit, Records Management 
Division, by COB 3/3/78.

3
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XX
XX

1/5/78

NEW ORLEANS (66-2878) (RUC)

DIRECTOR (62-1172901 ROUTINE

E F T 0

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) ; BUDED: J.

1978

REBUTEL, DEC. 27, 1977.

I) . SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER OF THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION WAS 

THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENT ASSIGNED TO THE "MURKIN" 

INVESTIGATION. AT THE TIME SA CALLENDER WAS ASSIGNED THE "MURKIN" 

CASE, HE WAS ASSIGNED TO THE NUMBER SIX SQUAD IN. THE NEW ORLEANS 

OFFICE. THIS SQUAD HANDLED CR, RACIAL AND RELATED MATTERS. 

"MURKIN" WAS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF FORMER ASAC JOSEPH T. 

SYLVESTER, JR. THE NATURE OF CALLENDER’S ASSIGNMENT IMMEDIATELY

Atlanta (AM) 
1: New Orleans JAM * 1013
SMC/lrs 
(2)
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PAGE TWO NO 66-2878 E F T 0 

PRIOR TO HIS INVOLVEMENT IN THE "MURKIN" INVESTIGATION WAS IN THE 

FIELDS OF CR, RACIAL AND RELATED MATTERS.

II) THE FILES OF THE NEW ORLEANS OFFICE FAIL TO REVEAL THAT 

THIS OFFICE EITHER CONSIDERED OR ENGAGED IN ANY COUNTERINTELLI

GENCE (COIN TEL PRO) EFFORTS DIRECTED AGAINST KING OR THE SOUTHERN 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) .

NEW ORLEANS FILES WHICH INVOLVE THE SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS 

OF KING .(NO 100-16800) AND THE SCLC (NO 100-16849) HAVE BEEN 

THOROUGHLY REVIEWED. NEW ORLEANS WAS MERELY AN AUXILIARY OFFICE 

IN THESE INVESTIGATIONS, WITH ATLANTA BEING THE OO. THE EXTENT 

OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY NEW ORLEANS WAS THE COVERING OF 

LEADS IN LA., SET FORTH BY ATLANTA OR OTHER OFFICES. THESE TWO 

FILES WERE REVIEWED SERIAL BY SERIAL AND NOWHERE IS THERE ANY 

INDICATION WHERE COUNTERINTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES WERE EITHER 

CONSIDERED OR CARRIED OUT AGAINST KING OR THE SCLC BY THE NEW 

ORLEANS OFFICE.

DURING THE PERIOD OF 1965 - 1968, THE KING FILE IN THE NEW 

ORLEANS OFFICE WAS REOPENED AND ASSIGNED AND THEN RUC’D AT LEAST 

SEVEN TIMES AND THE SCLC FILE WAS REOPENED AND ASSIGNED AT LEAST 

FIVE TIMES DURING THIS SAME PERIOD.
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PAGE THREE NO 66-2878 E F T O

AIR MAIL COPY SENT ATLANTA DIVISION.

BT
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XX

1/4/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117296)
Attn: Congressional Inquiry Unit>
Special Investigative Division

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 
BUREAU DEADLINE - 1/13/78

Re FBIHQ teletype to numerous offices, including 
Atlanta, 12/27/77.

Referenced Bureau teletype indicated that the
HSCA was currently conducting investigation into the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (MURKIN); and in connection with 
this investigation, the HSCA had requested the FBI provide 
the following:

(1) The identification of field office case agent(s)
assigned to the MURKIN investigation in recipient offices 
and this was to include the division, section or squad assign
ment, and the nature of the agent’s assignment immediately 
prior to his involvement in the MURKIN investigation.

(2) Identification of the field office case agent(s)
assigned to counterintelligence program (Cointelpro), efforts 
directed against KING and the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) during the period 1965 - 1968 in recipient 
offices, and this was to include the division, section or 
squad assignment, and the nature of the agent’s assignment 
immediately prior to his involvement in the Cointelpro, 
KING, and SCLC investigations.

In addition, recipients were to identify the case 
agent(s) involved in the security investigation of KING
and SCLC, as well as the Cointelpro

^.-Bureau
Atlanta (1-66-2242J

(1-44-2386) (MURKIN)
EAS/ljg 
(4)

destroy
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AT 66-224.2

Atlanta has reviewed pertinent files as requested 
by FBIHQ, and the information sought by the HSCA is set 
forth below in chart form:

1. MURKIN
(Atlanta file 44-2386)

Nature of
Division, Agent’s Assign

Section, or ment prior to
Case
Agent

Period Squad of involvement in
assigned Assignment MURKIN investigation

ALAN G.
SENTINELLA

4/8/68 - Atlanta - #3, Security/extremist
4/29/68 Security/extremist investigations

Squad

ROBERT R.
PERRY

4/29/68 - Atlanta #4 Fugitive investi-
7/30/68 Fugitives gations

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON

7/30/68 - Atlanta - #3 Extremist
7/31/69 investigations

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON

5/30/70 - Atlanta - #3 ”
7/13/70

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON

2/8/71 - Atlanta - #3 "
3/16/71 „

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON.

3/31/71 - Atlanta - #3 "
4/7/71

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON

7/13/73 - Atlanta - #3 ”
8/31/73

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON

6/19/74 - Atlanta - #3 ”
6/27/74

0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON

8/13/74 - Atlanta - #8 Civil rights
9/24/74 Civil rights, thefts matters

from interstate 
shipment (TFIS) 

Etc.

2
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AT 66-2242

Nature of

Case 
Agent

Period 
assigned

Division, 
Section, or

Squad of 
Assignment

Agent’s Assign
ment prior to 

involvement in 
MURKIN investigation

THOMAS J. 
WILSON

8/26/75 - 
9/8/75

Atlanta - #8 Civil Rights, 
TEIS

THOMAS J. 
WILSON

1/7/78 - 
3/23/76

Atlanta - #8 n

JOHN J. 
HAYMAN

10/12/77 - 
11/8/77

Atlanta - #8 Civil Rights 
matters

2. Atlanta Agents assigned 
to/or who handled the Atlanta 
Counterintelligence Program 

(Cointelpro) during the period 
1965 - 1968 in which efforts were 
directed against KING and the SCLC

Case
Agent

Period 
assigned

Division, 
Section, or

Squad of 
Assignment

Nature of 
Agent’s Assign
ment prior to 

involvement in
Cointelpro

CPUSA 
Cointelpro .
ALDEN F, 
MILLER

4/14/64 -
8/13/65

Atlanta - #3 Security 
Investigations

Cointelpro
Black Nationalist
Hate Groups .
EDWARD U. 
CRIM

8/29/67 -
7/30/69

Atlanta - #3 Security/extremist 
Investigations

CPUSA Negro
Question; Communist 
influence in Racial 
Matters (CIRM)- 
Cointelpro______ ,______ 
No case agent assigned 
matters handled by:

3
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AT 66-2242

’ Nature of
Division, Agent’s Assign

Section, or ment prior to
Case
Agent

Period Squad of involvement in
assigned Assignment Cointelpro

ROBERT R. 
NICHOLS

1/1/64 - Atlanta - #3 Security/extremist
8/20/64 investigations

ALDEN F.
MILLER =

2/4/64 - Atlanta - #3 Security
8/21/64 investigations

ALAN G.
SENTINELLA

7/22/65 - Atlanta - #3 Security/extremist
4/15/69 • investigations

3. Identity of case agent(s) involved 
in the security investigation of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and the 

SCLC

Case
Agent

Period 
assigned

Division, 
Section, or

Squad of 
Assignment

Nature of 
Agent’s Assign
ment prior to 

involvement in 
KING and SCLC 
investigations

MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR.
SM-C
ROBERT R. 
NICHOLS

3/7/61 - 
5/12/61

Atlanta - #3 Security/extremist 
investigations

ROBERT R. 
NICHOLS

2/28/62 - 
10/16/62

Atlanta - #3 u

ROBERT R. 
NICHOLS

1/9/63 - 
7/31/63

Atlanta - #3 n

ROBERT R. 
NICHOLS

11/6/63 - 
5/21/65

Atlanta - #3 n

ALAN G.
SENTINELLA

5/21/65 - 
6/5/68

Atlanta - #3 n

4

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 147



H0OCT4 3^1^153

RR AT BH CG LA L5 ME MM NO SL

D” HO

P 2 7221CZ DEC 77 

FM DIRECTOR (^2-117290) 

TO ATLANTA (ROUTINE) 

BIRMINGHAM (ROUTINE) 

CHICAGO (ROUTINE) 

LOS ANGELES (ROUTINE) ,

LOUISVILLE (ROUTINE) ' •

WHIG (ROUTINE) • •

MIAMI (ROUTINE) 

NEW ORLEANS (ROUTINE) 

ST. LOUIS (ROUTINE) 

' ET

E F T 0

HOUS^ S^CT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (FSCA), BUREAU 

DEADLINE JANUARY 13, 1978.. u** ""* ' ' - _
THP HSCA IS CURRENTLY CONDUCT ING INVESTIGATION INTO THE

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KILT,. JR. (MURKIN). BY LETTER
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U) identification of FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENTCS) 

assigned to the murkin investigation IN all'above listed 

OFFICES (EXCEPT LOUISVILLE). INCLUDED SHOULD BE THE 

DIVISION, SECTION OR SQUAD OF ASSIGNMENT AND THE NATURE OF 

THE AGENT'S ASSIGNMENT IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HIS IUVWEMENT 

IN THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION.

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENT(S) 

ASSIGNED TO COUNTERINTELLIGENCE (COINTELPRO) EFFORTS DIRECTED 

AGAINST FING AND THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

(SCLC) DURING THE PERIOD L9F5- 19^? IN ALL AEOVE LISTED 

OFFICES. AS ABOVE, INCLUDED SHOULD BE THE DIVISION, SECTION 

OR SQUAD OF.ASSIGNMENT AND THE NATURE OF THE AGENT’S 

ASSIG^^IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HIS INVOLVEMENT IN.THE 

COINTELPRO, KING AND SCLC INVESTIGATIONS.

BECAUSE MOST COUNTERINTELLIGENCE ACTIVITY AGAINST KING ■ 

AND SCLC VAS' HANDLED IN THE SUBSTANTIVE INVESTIGATIONS,. YOU 

SHOULD IDENTIFY THE CASE AGENT(S) INVOLVED IN THE SECURITY 

INVESTIGATIONS OF KING AND SCLC, AS WELL AS THE COINTELPRO. 

THIS RFVIEW SHOULD INCLUDE INSTANCES WHERE COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

ACTIVITIES WERE EITHER CONSIDERED OR CARRIED'OUT AGAINST 

KING AND SCLC.



PAGE THREE E F T 0

RESPONSES SHOULD BE'SUBMITTED BY TELETYPE TO THE 

ATTENTION OF THE CO KG REGS ION AL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL 

INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, BY JANUARY .13., 1978.

UNDER CURRENT OPERATING PROCEDURES EXISTING BETWEEN ■ s
-THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE HSCA, DISCLOSURE OF ABOVE 

AGENT IDENTITIES TO THE HSCA CANNOT BE PREVENTED. HOWEVER, 

THE LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION OF FBIHC IS NEGOTIATING WITH THE 

HSCA IN EFFORT TO LIMIT PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF'NAMES OF ANY 

AGENT PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN THE COINTELPRO ACTIVITIES, SUCH 

AGREEMENT WOULD FOLLOW PRECEDENT OF THE SENATE SELECT 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE WHICH IN ITS REPORT DURING 1975 

DID NOT'LIST THE NAMES OF ANY FBI PERSONNEL BELOW THE POSITION 

OF SECTION CHIEF. 

BT

PLS HOLD



HQO024 3612153 '

RR AT BH CG LA LS ME MM NO SL '

DE HQ

R 272010Z DEC 77

FM DIRECTOR (62-117290.)

TO ATLANTA (ROUTINE) . ’

BIRMINGHAM (ROUTINE)

CHICAGO (ROUTINE) •

LOS ANGELES (ROUTINE)

LOUISVILLE (ROUTINE)

MEMPHIS (ROUTINE)

MIAMI (ROUTINE)

NEW ORLEANS (ROUTINE)

ST. LOUIS (ROUTINE)

BT ’

E F T 0 •

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA), BUREAU 

DEADLINE JANUARY 13, 1978.

THE HSCA IS CURRENTLY CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION INTO THE 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR. (MURKIN). BY LETTER 

DATED DECEMBER 13, 1977, THE HSCA REQUESTED THE FBI PROVIDE

THE FOLLOWING
SEARCHED
SERIALI^D
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PAGE TWO E F T 0 ' .

(1) IDENTIFICATION OF FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENTCS)

ASSIGNED TO THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION IN ALL ABOVE LISTED 

OFFICES (EXCEPT LOUISVILLE). INCLUDED SHOULD BE THE 

DIVISION, SECTION OR SQUAD OF ASSIGNMENT AND THE-NATURE OF 

THE AGENT’S ASSIGNMENT IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HIS INVLVEMENT 

IN THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION. '

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENTCS) ’ 

ASSIGNED TO COUNTERINTELLIGENCE CCOINTELPRO) EFFORTS DIRECTED 

AGAINST KING AND THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

CSCLC) DURING THE PERIOD 1965- 1968 IN ALL ABOVE LISTED 

OFFICES. AS ABOVE, INCLUDED SHOULD BE THE DIVISION, SECTION 

OR SQUAD OF ASSIGNMENT AND THE NATURE OF THE AGENT’S 

ASSIGNOPT IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HIS INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

COINTELPRO, KING AND SCLC INVESTIGATIONS. .

BECAUSE MOST- COUNTERINTELLIGENCE ACTIVITY AGAINST KING 

AND SCLC WAS HANDLED IN THE SUBSTANTIVE INVESTIGATIONS, YOU 

SHOULD IDENTIFY THE CASE AGENTCS) INVOLVED IN THE SECURITY 

INVESTIGATIONS OF KING AND SCLC, AS WELL AS THE COINTELPRO. 

THIS REVIEW SHOULD INCLUDE INSTANCES WHERE COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

ACTIVITIES WERE EITHER CONSIDERED OR CARRIED'OUT AGAINST 

KING AND SCLC. ■

NW 65360 Docld:3298»2 Page 152



PAGE THREE E F T 0

RESPONSES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY TELETYPE TO THE 

ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL 

INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, BY JANUARY 13, 1978. .

UNDER CURRENT OPERATING- PROCEDURES EXISTING BETWEEN 

THE-DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE HSCA, DISCLOSURE OF ABOVE 

AGENT INDENTITIES TO THE HSCA CANNOT BE PREVENTED. HOWEVER, 

THE LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION OF FBIHQ IS NEGOTIATING WITH THE 

HSCA IN EFFORT TO LIMIT PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF NAMES OF ANY 

AGENT PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN THE COINTELPRO ACTIVITIESi SUCH 

AGREEMENT WOULD FOLLOW PRECEDENT OF THE SENATE SELECT 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE WHICH IN IIS REPORT DURING 1976 

DID NOT LIST THE NAMES OF ANY FBI PERSONNEL BELOW THE POSITION 

OF SECTION CHIEF. . ‘ ' '

BT • . ’ ’

PLS HOLD
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76)
• €t

. TRANSMIT VIA: « ' -
Teletype 
Facsimile
Airtela □

 □
' FBI

* ECEDENCE: 

f | Immediate '
I | Priority
□ Routine

CLASSIFIC^lON:

□ TOP SECRET
, □ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
n E F T 0
□ CLEAR

nafP 9/21/77

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ■
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 

■ SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC)/_________ _

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE /
ON ASSASSINATIONS K-Z *
BUDED 9/23/77 ■

Re FBIHQ teletype to Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Miami, New Orleans, and St. Louis, 8/18/77.

Atlanta is furnishing FBIHQ, under separate cover, 
two xerox copies each of 3250 Atlanta documents relative 
to captioned matter. • .

Referenced Bureau teletype pointed out that the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) which is 
investigating the assassinations of JOHN F. KENNEDY and 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., had requested access to investigative 
files of recipient field offices concerning the Bureau’s 
investigation of the assassination of KING (code name MURKIN).

FBIHQ instructed that recipient offices using 
the criteria set forth on page 2 of referenced teletype, ’ 
furnish FBIHQ with two xerox copies of the MURKIN investigative 
file. . . . •

Based on the above, Atlanta noted that it had 
a main 44 file on MURKIN, namely 44-2386, consisting of 
23 volumes (2495 serials), plus subfiles B (1 volume - 
bulky exhibits) , C (1 volume - xerox copies of Atlanta transmittali 
letters to the Lab) , D (1 volume - xerox copies of Lab reports) , 
E (1 volume - press release file), SF-1 (1 volume - MURKIN 
cost data information) and SF-2 (1 volume - newspaper clippings).
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In addition, Atlanta had a racial matter case on the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Atlanta file 157-3094 which 
consisted of 3 volumes (266) serials and appears to have 
been a repository of information regarding KING’s assassination, 
the KING funeral, etc., prior to the opening of the Atlanta 
44 file on MURKIN. / . .

Atlanta has reviewed all the above files arid volumes 
and two xerox copies of each serial in these files are being 
sent to FBIHQ as requested by the Bureau: •

Atlanta file 44-2386 on MURKIN consisting of 23 
volumes and 7 subfiles: ' 1 . ’

VOLUME 1 - '

Serials 44-2386 - IB-1 through 6 . " ■ '
1 through 47 .

< 47.-(two different serials were _
■ ■ . marked 47) "

48 through 125

VOLUME 2 ' • •

Serials 44-2386-126 through 300 ’

VOLUME 3 z .

Serials 44-2386-301 through 500 ■

VOLUME 4 • ■

. Serials 44-2386-501 through 700 ■

VOLUME 5 ■ . .

serials 44-2386 - 701 through 800

VOLUME 6

Serials 44-2386 - 801 and 802 ■

-2-

.- NW 65360 UocM:329888a2 • Page 155 _ «



AT 66-2242

VOLUME 7 ■ •

Serials 44-2386 - 803 through 827 '
there was no serial 828 

. as this was skipped. ‘ '
- 829 through 898

’ • - 899 and 900 are the same
serial - a wanted flyer for 
JAMES EARL RAY

- 901 through 1000

VOLUME 8 . '

Serials 44-2386 - 1001 through 1058 
' there was no serial 1059 but there

were two serials marked 1059A and 1059B 
- 1060 through 1200 ,

VOLUME 9 - ' •

Serials 44-2386 - 120'1 through 1262 • .
. ’ there was no serial 1263 as this-

number was skipped
. - 1264 through 1400

VOLUME 10 • • • •

Serials 44-2386 - 1401 through 1600 •
» •

VOLUME 11 ' .
* "a.

Serials 44-2386 - 1601 through 1730 ‘ *
- 1730 - there were two different

serials marked as serial 1730
- 1731 through 1800

VOLUME 12 “

Serials 44-2386 - 1801 through 1863 
- 1863 - there were 2 different serials 

both marked as serial 1863 .
- 1864 through 1875A

VOLUME 13

Serials 44-2386 - 1876 (large report - only 1 serial 
in this volume) .

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 156.________ T ’

: -3



AT 66-2242

VOLUME 14 .

Serials 44-2386 - 1877 through 1901 • '
- 1901 - there were 2 different serials 

■ - both marked as 1901
, . - 1902 through 1926

there was no serial 1927 as this 
was skipped

- 1928 through 1939

VOLUME 15

Serials 44-2386 - 1940 through 1954 
there was no serial 1955 as this 
number was skipped 

- 1956 through 1999

■ VOLUME 16 ' , . ' ■ .

Serials 44-2386 - 2000 through 2025A* '
■ there was no serial 2025 as this number

’ was’’skipped but there was a serial 2026A 
, ’ - 2027, 2027A, 2028 and 2028A

there was no serial 2029 as this 
number was skipped but there was 
a serial 2029A

- 2030, 2030A
‘ there was no serial .2031 as this .

number was skipped, but there was '
v ' a serial 2031A .

z . there was no serial 2032 as this 
number was skipped, but there was 

- a serial 2032A ’
- 2033 through 2051 .

there was no serial 2052 as this 
number was skipped '

. - 2053 through 2080

VOLUME 17

Serials 44-2386 - 2081 through 2113

VOLUME 18 ’

Serials 44-2386 - 2113A through 2185 ‘
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VOLUME 19

Serials 44-2386 - 2186 through 2291

VOLUME 20 ’ .

Serials 44-2386 - 2292 through 2335 .

VOLUME 21 ’ .

Serials 44-2386 - 2336 through 2351 
• - 2351 - there were, 2 different serials

that were both marked 2351 
- 2352 through 2395

VOLUME 22 ’ ‘

Serials 44-2386 - 2394 this serial was mistakenly marked 
2394 and was different from • 
serial, 2394 in volume 21 . ,

2395- this serial was another copy
, / of serial 2395 that was in volume 21

' . - 2396 through 2412 '

VOLUME 23 . .
» *

■ Serials 44-2386 - 2413 through 2487 .
’ one serial which was not serialized 

2488 
’ one serial which was-not serialized

r - 2489, 2490 . ■
- 2491 - there were 2 different serials 

’ marked as serial 2491, both being
sent to FBIHQ with serial 2492 ‘

• . - 2492 through 2495
- form FD-479

VOLUME B (Bulky Exhibits)

Serials 44-2386 - IB - 1 through 6

VOLUME C (Xerox copies of Atlanta transmitted letters 
to the FBI Lab, Identification Division, Etc.

Serials 44-2386 - C - there were 21 items not serialized 
to this volume

5-
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VOLUME D (xerox copies of FBIHQ Lab letters) 

Serials 44-2386-D - there were 69 items not serialized 
to this volume

VOLUME E (Press Release File)

Serials 44-2386-E - there were 17 items not serialized 
to this volume.

VOLUME SF-1 (MURKIN Cost Data File)

Serials 44-2386 - SF-1 - 1 through 7

VOLUME SF-2 (MURKIN Newspaper Clipping File)

Serials 44-2386 - SF-2 - 1 through 36

* 1A EXHIBITS - VOLUMES 1-4

Items 44-2386 - 1A - 1 through 64
- .65 this was ah NCIC list of motor 
/ vehicles and license plates 

stolen in Georgia - it was’ 
too big to xerox 

'- 66 through 78
- 79 photograph not in the 1A envelope 
“ 80
- 81 photograph not in 1A envelope 

( . - .82 through 119
- 120 polygraph chart- too large to xerox 

r - 121 through 124

BULKY EXHIBITS FOR 44-2386 •

Item 44-2386 - IB - 1 this was a Delta Air Lines computer 
printout of passengers aboard various Delta Air Line flights, 
including DAL flight 932 from Memphis to Chicago, 4/27/68 
and DAL flight 595 from Birmingham to Memphis, 4/27/68. 
This was a voluminous, continuous run computer printout 
that was too large to xerox.

Item 44-2386 - IB - 2 these were items of physical 
evidence, including bed linen, cigarette butts, maps, a 
saw, newspapers, etc, and are not being xeroxed.

Item 44-2386 - IB - 3 this was a xerox copy of the 
complete service record of AARON ISAAC LOFTON - these items 
contain a notation "Information copy (extract) only, to
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be destroyed upon completion of action. Record copy on file 
at USAIRR."

______ As a result, this item cannot be duplicated for another 
agency.

Xeroxed copies are being sent to FBIHQ.

Item 44-2386 - IB - 4, these are enlarged copies of 
an Atlanta area map and a Los Angeles area map and are too 
large to run off on the xerox machine. As a result they 
are not being submitted to FBIHQ.

Item 44-2386 - IB - 5 these were items furnished by 
the Newark Office to Atlanta which included a large looseleaf 
type book with instructions on locksmithing and a locksmith 
kit. These items are not being xeroxed.

Item 44-2386 - IB - 6 this is a copy of a looseleaf 
Ledger book of JIMMY D. GARNER, 107 14th Street, NE, Atlanta, 
Georgia. Xerox copies of this are being sent to FBIHQ.

Atlanta file 157—3094 (Assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR - Racial Matter)

VOLUME 1

Serials 157-3094 - 1 through 100

VOLUME 2

Serials 157-3094 -101 through 205
-205 there were 2 different serials, 

both marked as 205
-206 through 213
-213 there were 2 different serials, 

both marked as 213
-214 through 218

VOLUME 3-

Serials 157-3094 - 219 through 266 
one serial that was not serialized 
which should have been 267

-7-
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1A EXHIBITS FOR 157-3094

Items 157-3094 - 1A - 1,2,3
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HQO077 2300J55

RR AT BH CG LA MM NO SL

DE HQ •

R 1S0110Z AUG 77

FM DIRECTOR

TO ATLANTA (ROUTINE)

BIRMINGHAM (ROUTINE)

CHICAGO (R0UTINE2

LOS ANGELES (ROUTINE) 
■

MIAMI (ROUTINE) 
i

NEW ORLEANS (ROUTINE).

ST. LOUIS (ROUTINE)

BT ■

CLEAR

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS; BUREAU DEADLINE >

SEPTEMBER 23, 1977

THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA), 

WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATIONS OF JOHN F. KENNEDY 

AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., HAS REQUESTED-ACCESS TO INVESTI

GATE Files of the above field' off ce files concerning our



PAGE TWO CLEAR .

MURKIN INVESTIGATION (ASSASSINATION OF KING). •
F *■

AT A MEETING WITH HSCA OFFICIALS ON AUGUST 16, 1977, 

CHIEF COUNSEL ROBERT G. BLAKEY AGREED THAT, TO AVOID DUPLICATION, 

IT .WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR HIS STAFF TO REVIEW ONLY THE ' 

FIRST PAGE OF ANY FIELD OFFICE DOCUMENT WHICH WAS DIRECTED 

TO OR RECEIVED FROM FBI HEADQUARTERS OR THE MEMPHIS FIELD 

OFFICE (FBIHQ FILES HAVE BEEN PROCESSED AND MEMPHIS FILES 

ARE CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED FOR THE HSCA). THIS FIRST PAGE 

WILL PROVIDE THE HSCA A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF ALL 

SERIALS IN THE FILE. ALL SERIALS NOT DIRECTED TO OR 

RECEIVED FROM FBIHQ OR MEMPHIS WOULD HAVE TO BE REVIEWED IN 

THEIR ENTIRETY. . .

THE HSCA ALSO DESIRES TO SEE ALL NOTATIONS' IN THESE 

FILES UNLESS THE NOTATIONS ARE FOR INDEXING PURPOSES OR - 

GRAMMATICAL CORRECTIONS. THEREFORE, IF A FIELD NOTATION 

APPEARS IN OTHER THAN THE FIRST PAGE OF A SERIAL THAT ‘ 

EXISTS IN THE FBIHQ OR MEMPHIS FILE, COPIES OF THAT PAGE ■

WILL HAVE TO BE REPRODUCED AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ. •

EACH RECIPIENT, EXCEPT MIAMI, USING THE ABOVE CRITERIA, 

FURNISH. FBIHQ TWO XEROX COPIES OF YOUR MURKIN INVESTIGATIVE FILE.
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FILES SHOULD .REACH FBIHQ BY SEPTEMBER 2'3/ 1977. IF YOUR 

FILE CONTAINS ANY EXHIBIT, PHOTOGRAPH OR DOCUMENT WHICH CANNOT 

BE REPRODUCED, SET FORTH A DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF THAT 

ITEM IN THE COVER PAGES OF YOUR COMMUNICATION TRANSMITTING • 

THE FILES TO FBIHQ.

■ ALL COPIES SUBMITTED SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND 

SHOULD BE SENT REGISTERED MAIL, MARKED TO THE ATTENTION OF 

THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,. SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION. 

ANY QUESTIONS CAN BE RESOLVED BY CONTACTING SUPERVISOR 

J. T. ALDHIZER,-EXTENSION 3685. ’

SINCE MIAMI PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED A COPY OF ITS MURKIN .

FILE DURING REVIEW OF THE KING CASE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE TASK FORCE, IT WILL NOT BE NECESSARY TO REPRODUCE 

YOUR FILES IN LINE WITH THE ABOVE. HOWEVER, FILES SHOULD 

BE REVIEWED FOR PAGES NOT PREVIOUSLY FORWARDED FBIHQ 

WHICH MAY CONTAIN NOTATIONS. ADVISE FBIHQ RESULTS OF YOUR 

REVIEW, FURNISHING TWO COPIES OF ANY PAGE CONTAINING NOTATION 

AND CLEARLY IDENTIFYING SERIAL INVOLVED. .

BT ' ■ ■

NW 65360. Docld:32989802 Page 164
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RR AT BH CG LA MM NO SL * . •

DE HQ 

R 180110Z AUG 77 

FM DIRECTOR ’ . _ - 1

TO ATLANTA (ROUTINE) ‘

BIRMINGHAM (ROUTINE) 

• CHICAGO (R0UTINE2 J

LOS ANGELES (ROUTINE) 

’MIAMI-(ROUTINE) ’ 

NEW ORLEANS (ROUTINE), '

ST. LOUIS (ROUTINE) 

BT ' ■ ’ ...

, ’ CLEAR' I
' * -

HOUSE- SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS; BUREAU DEADLINE 

September 25, 1977 - :

THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS CHSCA), 

• WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE-ASSASSINATIONS OF JOHN -F, KENNEDY

AND MARTIN LUTHER. KING., JR., HAS REQUESTED ACCESS TO IN.VESTI; 

GATE FILES OF THE ABOVE FIELD OFFICE FILES CONCERNING 'OUR



PAGE TWO CLEAR . .

MURKIN INVESTIGATION (ASSASSINATION OF KING). j

AT A MEETING WITH HSCA OFFICIALS ON AUGUST 16,’19.77, ’ .
UI •« s . „

CHIEF COUNSEL ROBERT G, BLAKEY AGREED THAT, TO AVOID DUPLICATION 
’ \ * '

IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR HIS STAFF TO REVIEW ONLY THE ’ 

FIRST PAGE OF ANY FIELD OFFICE DOCUMENT WHICH WAS DIRECTED 

TO OR RECEIVED FROM FBI HEADQUARTERS OR THE MEMPHIS FIELD • 

OFFICE (FBIHQ FILES.HAVE BEEN PROCESSED AND MEMPHIS FILES 

ARE CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED FOR THE HSCA). THIS- FIRST PAGE ’
* .

WILL PROVIDE THE HSCA A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF?ALL ,
■ . - . _ s .

SERIALS IN THE FILE. ALL SERIALS NOT DIRECTED TO Olj • 

RECEIVED FROM FBIHQ OR MEMPHIS WOULD HAVE TO BE REVIEWED IN ’ 

THElR ENTIRETY. • ■ . :

THE HSCA ALSO'DESIRES TO SEE 'ALL NOTATIONS IN THESE ' 

FILES UNLESS THE NOTATIONS ARE FOR INDEXING, PURPOSES? OR 

'GRAMMATICAL CO RRECTIO NS. THERETO RE,'IF A FIELD NO TATION 

APPEARS IN OTHER THAN THE FIRST PAGE OF A. SERIAL THAT 

EXISTS IN THE FBIHQ OR. MEMPHIS FILE, COPIES OF THAT;PAGE- 
s • ;

WILL- HAVE TO BE REPRODUCED AND FORWARDED TO EBIHQ. ’ 

EACH RECIPIENT, EXCEPT MIAMI, USING THEABOVE CRITERIA, 

FURNISH FBIHQ TWO XEROX COPIES OF YOUR MURKIN INVESTIGATIVE FILE
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FILES SHOULD REACH FBIHQ BY SEPTEMBER 23, 1977. IFYOUR , 

FILE CONTAINS ANY EXHIBIT, PHOTOGRAPH OR DOCUMENT WHICH CANNOT 

BE REPRODUCED, SET FORTH A DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF THAT- 

ITEM IN-THE COVER PAGES OF YOUR .COMMUNICATION TRANSMITTING - 1

THE FILES TO FBIHQ, “ . .

ALL COPIES SUBMITTED SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE IAND 

SHOULD BE SENT REGISTERED MAIL, MARKED TO THE ATTENTION OF 

THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

ANY QUESTIONS CAN BE RESOLVED BY CONTACTING SUPERVISOR . 

J. T,. ALDHIZER, EXTENSION 3685. '

SINCE MIAMI PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED. A COPY OF ITS j MURKIN

FILE DURING -REVIEW OF THE KING CASE BY THE DEPARTMENT.OF 

JUSTICE TASK FORCE, IT WILL NOT BE NECESSARY TO REPRODUCE • 
" ' s'.

YOUR FILES; IN LINE WITH THE ABOVE. HOWEVER, FILES SHOULD •

BE REVIEWED FOR PAGES’ DOT PREVIOUSLY FORWARDED FBIHQ ' •
* ’ ' I

WHICH MAY CONTAIN NOTATIONS. ADVISE FBIHQ RESULTS 6F YOUR 

REVIEW, FURNISHING TWO COPIES OF ANY PAGE CONTAINING NOTATION. 

AND CLEARLY IDENTIFYING SERIAL INVOLVED. 

BT . ! ’

।
• i
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PP AT BH LR LS NY SL TP

D " HQ

0 252150Z APR 77

FM DIRECTOR (62-117290)

TO: ATLANTA (IMMEDIATE)

BIRMINGHAM (IMMEDIATE)

LITTLE ROCK (IMMEDIATE)

LnUTSVILLE (IMMEDIATE)

NEW YORK (IMMEDIATE)

ST. LOUIS (IMMEDIATE)

TAMPA (IMMED ATE)

BT'

CLEAR
PER SC JAL AT^T^^

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

REFERENCE FBIHQ TELETYPE TO ALL SACS AND LEGATS DATED

NOVEMBER 24, 1976.

RECE’TLY THE HSCA, RELATIVE TO THEIR INVESTIGATION INTO 
>

THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, REQUESTED.THAT FBIHQ

FURBISH THE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OF THREE FBI PERSONNEL WHO WERE 
$

ASSIGNED TO THE LOUISVILLE DIVISION IN 1965. THESE INDIVIDUALS

ARE BER ARD C. BROWN, FORMER SAC RETIRED; SA WILLIAM ROBERT



PAGE TWO CLEAR

DUNCA', CURRENTLY ASSIGNED IN THE ST. LOUIS DIVISION; 

ROBERT EDWARD PETERS, FORMER SA RETIRED.

THE COMMITTEE HAS INDICATED THAT THIS REQUEST IS RELATED 

TO THEIR RECENT RECEIPT OF INFORMATION FROM A FORMER LOUISVILLE 

POLICE OFFICER WHO .ALLEGED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED AN OFFER FROM 

U”’'AMED FBI A !D POLICE PERSONNEL TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING.

FBIHQ HAS REQUESTED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OBTAIN FROM HSCA ALL 

I FORMATION PERTAINING TO THIS ALLEGATION, BUT TO DATE THE 

COMMITTEE HAS EOT ACCEDED TO THIS REQUEST.

ADDITIONALLY, HSCA HAS REQUESTED THE IDENTITIES OF ALL 

S ICS WHO SERVED IN THE BIRMINGHAM DIVISION BETWEEEN DECEMBER, 

1962, AMD DECEMBER, 1969. THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE: RAYMOND L. 

FAISST, FORMER SAC RETIRED; EVERETT J. INGRAM, FORMER SAC - 

DECEASED; JAMES L, MCGOVERN, FORMER SAC RETIRED: GEORGE W-. HALL, 

FORMER SAC RETIRED; JOSEPH H. GAMBLE, FORMER SAC RETIRED; RALPH J 

MILES, FORMER SAC RETIRED. EACH OF THESE SURVIVING FORMER 

EMPLOYEES IS TO BE CONTACTED IMMEDIATELY BY SAC OR ASAC WHERE 

FEASIBLE, A’D ALERTED THAT HE MAY BE APPROACHED BY HSCA
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REPRESS TATIVE FOR INTERVIEW. EACH SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT IN 

■‘>HT' EVENT HE IS CONTACTED HE MAY DESIRE TO CONTACT THE BUREAU’S 

LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION BY COLLECT CALL FOR FULL INFORMATION 

PERTAINING TO HIS OBLIGATIONS AS TO CONFIDENOIALITY OF * 

INFORMATION ACQUIRED AS AN FBI EMPLOYEE.

SA DU CAN, ST. LOUIS DIVISION, SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO 

IMMEDIATELY ADVISE SAC, ST. LOUIS, AND FBIHQ, ATTENTION 

CO'GRFSSjn’AL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, IN 

THE EVE'T HE IS CMNTACTED BY THE COMMITTEE.

THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BY HSCA IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE 

THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT. ‘ .

IN THE EVENT A FORMER EMPLOYEE NO LONGER RESIDES IN YOUR 

TERRITORY, SET OUT LEADS'TO OTHER OFFICES WITH A COPY TO FBIHQ.

ATLA'TA: JAMES L. MCGOVERN, 2689 CANNA RIDGE CIRCLE, 

ATLAMTA, GEORGIA. ' .

BIRMI ’GHAM: RALPH J. MILES, 1126 MOUNTAIN OaKS DRIVE, 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA.
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LITTLE ROCK: RaYMOND L. FAISST, 113 CAMBRIDGE PLACE, 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKA :SAS.

LOUISVILLE: BERNARD C. BROWN, 6904 WYTHE HILL CIRCLE, 

PROSPECT, KENTUCKY; ROBERT EDWARD PETERS, 412 TRINITY H'ILLS LANE, 

LCU'SVTLLE’, KENTUCKY.

■’EW YOf^K: JOSEPH H. GAMBLE, 24 GREYSTONE ROAD, ROCKVILLE 

CENTER, NEW YORK. ’ ~

ST. LOUIS: SA WILLIAM ROBERT DUNCAN.

TAMPA: GEORGE W-. HALL, 5598 TRELLIS LANE, FORT MYERS, 
FLORIDA. ’ • ’

BT

1 152244Z AT 2.
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PP AT BH LR LS NY SL TP

DE HQ

0 252150Z APR 77

FM DIRECTOR (62-117290)

TOt ATLANTA (IMMEDIATE)

BIRMINGHAM (IMMEDIATE)

LITTLE ROCK (IMMEDIATE)

LOUISVILLE (IMMEDIATE)

NEW YORK (IMMEDIATE)

ST, LOUIS (IMMEDIATE)

TAMPA (IMMED ATE)

BT

CLEAR

PERSONAL ATTENTION

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

REFERENCE FBIHQ TELETYPE TO ALL SACS AND LEGATS DATED 

NOVEMBER 24, 1976,

RECENTLY THE HSCA, RELATIVE TO THEIR INVESTIGATION INTO 

THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, REQUESTED THAT FBIHQ 

FURBISH THE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OF THREE FBI PERSONNEL WHO WERE 

ASSIGNED TO THE .LOUISVILLE DIVISION IN 1965. THESE INDIVIDUALS 

ARE BERNARD C.. BROWN, FORMER SAC RETIRED; SA WILLIAM ROBERT
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DUNCAN, CURRENTLY ASSIGNED IN THE ST, LOUIS DIVISION;

ROBERT EDWARD PETERS, FORMER SA RETIRED. 4 ‘

. THE COMMITTEE HAS INDICATED THAT THIS REQUEST IS RELATED 

TO THEIR RECENT RECEIPT. OF INFORMATION FROM A FORMER LOUISVILLE 

POLICE OFFICER WHO ALLEGED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED AN OFFER FROM 

UNNAMED FBI A’D POLICE PERSONNEL TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING.

FBIHQ HAS REQUESTED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OBTAIN FROM HSCA ALL 

I FORMATION PERTAINING TO THIS ALLEGATION, BUT TO DATE THE 

COMMITTEE HAS NOT ACCEDED TO THIS REQUEST. . .

’ ADDITIONALLY, HSCA HAS REQUESTED THE IDENTITIES OF ALL 

SACS. WHO SERVED IN THE BIRMINGHAM DIVISION BETWEEEN DECEMBER, 

1962, A"’D DECEMBER, 1969. THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE: RAYMOND L. 

FAISST, FORMER SAC RETIRED; EVERETT J. INGRAM, FORMER SAC - 

DECEASED; JAMES L. MCGOVERN, FORMER SAC RETIRED: GEORGE V. HALL, 

FORMER SAC RETIRED; JOSEPH H* GAMBLE, FORMER SAC RETIRED; RALPH J 

MILES, FORMER SAC RETIRED. EACH OF THESE SURVIVING FORMER 

EMPLOYEES IS TO BE CONTACTED IMMEDIATELY BY SAC OR ASAO WHERE

. FEASIBLE,..A ND ALERTED THAT HE MAY BE APPROACHED BY HSCA
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REPRESENTATIVE FOR. INTERVIEW.' EACH SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT IN. 

OHE EVENT HE IS CONTACTED HE MAY DESIRE TO CONTACT THE BUREAU’S 

LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION BY COLLECT CALL FOR FULL INFORMATION 

PERTAINING TO HIS OBLIGATIONS AS TO CONFIDENOIALITY OF 

INFORMATION ACQUIRED AS AN FBI EMPLOYEE, 

SA DUNCAN, ST. LOUIS DIVISION, SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO 

IMMEDIATELY'ADVISE SAC, ST. LOUIS, AND FBIHQ, ATTENTION 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, IN 

THE EVE ’T HE IS CMNTACTED BY THE COMMITTEE.

THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BY HSCA IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE 

THROUGH-THE DEPARTMENT. ■

IN THE EVENT A FORMER EMPLOYEE NO LONGER RESIDES IN YOUR 

TERRITORY, SET OUT LEADS TO OTHER OFFICES WITH A COPY TO FBIHQ, 

ATLANTA: JAMES L. MCGOVERN, 2689 CANNA RIDGE CIRCLE, 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 

BIRMINGHAM: RALPH J. MILES, 1126 MOUNTAIN OAKS DRIVE, 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA.
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LITTLE ROCK: RAYMOND L. FAISST, 113 CAMBRIDGE. PLACE, 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, '
' 41

■ LOUISVILLE.: BERNARD C, BROWN, 6904 WYTHE .HILL CIRCLE, 

PROSPECT,. KENTUCKY? ROBERT EDWARD PETERS, 412 TRINITY HILLS LANE 

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, ' ’ .

• NEW YORK: JOSEPH H, GAMBLE, 24 GREYST.ONE ROAD, ROCKVILLE 

CENTER, NEW YORK, . * .

ST.jLOUTS: SA WILLIAM ROBERT DUNCAN.

' TAMPA: GEORGE W. HALL, 5598 TRELLIS LANE* FORT MYERS, 

FLORIDA. . ' '

BT ‘ ‘ •

1152244Z AT 2.
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TRANSMIT VIA: Airtel____________

PRECEDENCE:____________ __________ ' ._________
. ; 3-1-77

CLASSIFICATION:  DATE:

To: SAC, Albany .

Director, FBI •

BUREAUWIDE INFORMATION PROGRAM, 77-5

DE

sa

Attached is a 'copyvof a three-page news release
which was made by Attorney General Griffin B. Bell on 
2/18/77 pertaining to the report prepared by the Department 
of Justice Task Force which conducted a review of our 
security investigation, as well as our investigation 
regarding the assassination, of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

There also is attached a copy of the Task Force’s 
report, together with its exhibits. Copies of this report, 
including its exhibits, have been made available to news 
media by the Department of Justice.

I have made the 
to inquiries regarding the 
been received at FBIHQ:

following statement in response 
Task Force's report which have

"I noted with great satisfaction the conclusions 
of the task force that the FBI's assassination probe 
of the Martin Luther King slaying was 'credible and 
thorough'; that there was no evidence of a conspiracy; 
and that the report clearly indicates no complicity 
on the part of the FBI in this assassination.
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Airtel to SAC, Albany
RE: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT 

ON FBI INVESTIGATIONS INVOLVING 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

"There are portions of the report which describe
objectionable actions on the part of the FBI.

"Guidelines, procedures and our determination 
to be completely observant of civil rights and the 
dignity of man will prevent a recurrence of these

If requested tocomment regarding any of the
conclusions of the Task Force or concerning the contents 
of its report, you should feel free to quote my above-cited 
statement. However, you should not expand on my statement 
or volunteer observations of your own.

In addition, you should not hesitate to refer news
media representatives who make inquiries about matters covered 
in the Task Force report to the Press Services Unit (Ext. 3691) 
of the External Affairs Division.

Should you receive inquiries regarding the
availability of copies of the Task Force report, you should 
state that the report was released by the Department of 
Justice and that the FBI has been advised that copies of 
the report are being printed and will be available for 
purchase through the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.

- 2
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1977

’ AG
202-739-2028

The FBI conducted a thorough investigation of the 

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a Department 

of Justice task force concluded in a report released today by 

Attorney General Griffin B. Bell. . •

The 149-page report was submitted by the task force 

of the Office of Professional Responsibility following an 

eight-month intensive review of FBI files- and interview of ' 

witnesses. The purpose of the study was to examine FBI 

activities involving Dr. King and to evaluate the effectiveness 

of the assassination investigation.

The rep“ort concluded that the FBI had conducted a 

painstaking and successful investigation of the 1968 ■ 

assassination in Memphis., Tennessee. '

• The task force also found no evidence of FBI 
■ V 

complicity in the murder. •

The only new evidence that was developed related to 

details that did not affect the ultimate conclusion that James 

Earl Ray was the properly convicted murderer.



/ J- “
- 2 - ■ • •

- • ’ AThe rask force of five attorney^*and two research 

analysts reviewed more than 200,0.00 documents from FBI 

Headquarters and Field Office files and interviewed some 40 

witnesses in its study of the-King case. .

On April 26, 1976, then Attorney General Edward H. 

Levi directed the Office of Professional Responsibility, headed 
f 

by Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., to review Department files to 

determine: ■

(1) Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King’s 

murder on April -4, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee, was thorough 

and honest;

(2) Whether there was any evidence of FBI '

involvement in Dr. King’s death; •

(3) Whether any new evidence had'come to the 

attention of the Department bearing on the assassination which 

should be dealt with by the proper authorities; and

(4) Whether the relationship between the FBI and 

Dr. King called for criminal prosecution, disciplinary 

proceedings, or other appropriate action. 
- • t

■ ’ After reviewing the murder investigation, the task

force turned to the pre-assassination security investigation of 

Dr. King. The task force found that there may have been an 

arguable basis for the FBI to initiate a security investigation 

on Dr. King, but continued that the security investigation should 

have been ended in 1963 and not continued until his death five . 

years later. ‘ ’ ■
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The FBI’s GOINTELPRO-type harassment of Dr. King and 

efforts to drive him out of the civil rights movement were found 

to have been clearly improper.

Mr. Shaheen’s report concluded that any criminal 

action against FBI participants in the harassment campaign was 

barred by the statute of limitations. The task force 

recommended no disciplinary action because the chief FBI 

officials responsible for the harassment are dead or retired.

The task force submitted recommendations for tighter 

supervision of the FBI’s domestic intelligence activities and 

endorsed the Department’s new guidelines in this area. The 

task force also proposed outright prohibition of COINTELPRO-type 

activities against domestic intelligence subjects.

DOJ-1977-02
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. The Mission Of The Task Force

1. The Problem '

Ch Novenber 1, 1975, William C. Sullivan, former 

Assistant Director, Dones tic Intelligence Division, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, testified before the 

Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations 

with Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that 

from late 1963 and continuing until the assassination of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., King was the target of an 

intensive campaign by the F.B.I. to neutralize him as an 

effective civil rights leader. Sullivan stated that in 

the war against King "No holds were barred." (Senate 

Report No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Committee 

to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to 

Intelligence Activities, Book II, p. 11). This and other 

testimony describing this F.B.I. counterintelligence 

campaign against King reached the public through the 

news media. As a consequence there was a regeneration of 

the widespread speculation on’ the possibility that the 

Bureau may have had some responsibility in Dr. King’s 

death and nay not have done an impartial and thorough 

investigation of the assassination.
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2. The Attorney General's Directive

(h November 24, 1975, the.,Attorney General of the 

Ihited States directed the Civil Rights Division of the 

Department of Justice to undertake a review of the files 

of the Department and its Federal Bureau of Investigation 

to determine whether. the investigation of the assassination 
« ’

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should-be reopened. More 

particularly it was sought to-be determined: (1) whether 

any action taken in relation to Dr. .King by the FBI before 

the assassination had, or may have had, an effect, direct 

or indirect, on that event, and (2) whether any action was 

taken by the FBI. which had, or nay’ have had, any other 

•adverse effect, on Dr. King. Reconnendations for criminal, 

disciplinary or. other appropriate- action were requested.

3. The Review up to April 26, 1976

. In the next four months, the Assistant Attorney ‘ 

General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, his ’ 

principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and the 

Chief of the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights . 

Division, acting as a review staff, variously read portions 

of the FBI headquarters file on a person
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who served as. an adviser to Dr. King, portions of the FBI 

headquarters security file on Dr. King himself, portions 

of the FBI headquarters file on the assassination investi

gation, some Department (as opposed to FBI) files relating 

to Dr. King, and other Bureau documents including everything 

on Martin Luther King, Jr., held in the late J. Edgar Hoover’s 

official, confidential and personal files. ■

By a memorandum to the Attorney General dated April 

9, 1976, the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the 

Civil Rights Division submitted a 51 page report of the 

Chief of the Civil Rights Division’s Criminal Section dated 

March 31, 1976, embodying the results of the three-man study, 

limited to the above listed files, and concentrating almost 

exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, and 

counterintelligence activities against, Dr. King.

The Assistant Attorney General reconinended the 

creation of a Departmental Task Force to complete the 

review he and his team had begun. He also recommended an 

Advisory CoanrLttee of distinguished citizens to advise with 

the task force. The further review proposed included inter

rogation of material witnesses, reading all the' pertinent 

field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters 

files relating to Dr. King and possibly to other civil rights 

activists. A recommendation was made to review tapes secured
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by electronic strveillance •with' a view to determining 

which of such materials should be and could be legally

destroyed. The Assistant Attorney. General felt that 

.the FBI should assess the culpability of its agents 

involved in the wrongdoing by the principals named in 

the report. His memorandum to the Attorney General 

concluded that probably criminal redress was time- 

barred, that civil remedies might be available to 

the King family but nigbt also be more embarrassing 

than helpful, and hence that consideration be given 

to a direct payment by the settlement process or by 

a private bill to conpensate the King survivors, or 

with the survivors’ concurrence, the King-Foundation; 

if this last issue were left to the task force or an 

Advisory Coninissicn, it should consider the pros and 

cons and recommend as it sees fit.

The Attorney General forwarded the Civil Rights 

Division memoranda (and comments thereon from the Deputy 

Attorney General, the Solicitor General, and from staff 

members and the Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal 
/

Division) to the Counsel, Office of. Professional Respon

sibility. ‘ Ihe Attorney General .charged the Office of 

Professional .Responsibility with the work of completing 

the review begun by the Civil Rights Division. His memo

randum states:

-4-
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"My request for -the review 
involved four matters. First, whether 
the FBI investigation of the Dr. Martin 
lather King’s .assassination was thorough 
and honest; second, whether there was 
any evidence that the FBI was involved 
in the assassination of Dr. King; third, 
in ligiht of the first two questions, 
whether there is any new evidence which 
has come to the attention of the Depart
ment concerning the assassination of Dr. 
King which should be dealt with by the. 
appropriate authorities; fourth, whether 
the' nature of the relationship between 
the Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal 
prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or 
.other appropriate action.

As the fourth point, I again note 
that from the partial review which has 
been made, Mr. Pottinger concludes ’we 
have found that the FBI undertook a system
atic program of harassment of Martin Luther 
King, by means both legal and illegal, in 
order to discredit him and harm both him 
and the movement he led. ’ Assuming that 
the major statutory violations relevant 
to this conduct would be 18 U.S.C. Section 
241 and Section 242, Mr. Pottinger’s memo
randan concludes that any -prosecution con
templated under those acts would now be 
barred by the five-year statute of limita
tions with the possible exception which 
would exist if there were proof of a con
tinuing conspiracy.

As to the matter of new evidence 
with respect to the assassination my under
standing is that the Department has never 
closed the Martin Luther King, file and 
that numerous allegations of the possible 
involvement of co-conspirators are promptly 
investigated. The thrust of the review which 
I requested, however, was to determine 
whether a new lock at what was done by the 
Bureau in investigating the assassination 
or in the relationship between the Bureau
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and Dr. King mi^Lt give a different 
enphasis or new clues in any way to 
the question of involvement in that 
crime. At this point in the, review, 
as I read the memoranda, nothing has 
turned up relevant on this latter 
point.

The review is not complete. 
Mr. Pottinger and all those who have 
conmented upon his memorandum reconmend . 
that the review be completed. Mr. ’
Pottinger also, has made other recommen
dations upon which there is some differ
ence of opinion. Tn rny view, it is 
essential that the review be ccopleted 
as soon as possible and in as thorough 
a manner as is required to answer the 
basic questions. In view of what has 
already been done, and the tentative 
conclusions reached, special enphasis 
should be given to the fourth question.
In conducting this review-you should 
call upon the Department to furnish .
to you the staff you need.

My conclusion as to the' review ' 
conducted by the Civil Rights Division 
is that it has now shown that. this 
complete review is necessary, particu
larly in view of the conclusion as to 

' the systematic program of harassment.
If your review turns up matters for 
specific action, we should discuss the ‘ 
best way to proceed on each such case.”

B. The Task Force And The Method Of Review

The Counsel of the Office of Professional Responsi

bility selected three attorneys from the Civil Rights Division, 

Joseph F. Gross, Jr., James R. Kieckhefer and WilliamD. Waite, 

one attorney from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division,

-6-
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James F. Walker, and a retired attorney Fred G. Folsom, 

who is currently a consultant to the Tax Division with 

37 years of experience in Civil Ri^its Division (which 

included hcmocide cases), Criminal Division and Tax 

Division prosecutions. As the senior man the latter 

was designated to head the task force. This conmittee 

or task force began its work on May 4, 1976. 'The committee 

was further staffed by the addition of two research analysts, 

Ms. Hope Byrne and Mr. Geoffrey Covert, two secretaries, 

Ms. Veronica Keith and Mrs. Renee Holmes, and tvo clerk

typists, Mrs. Leroylyne Murray and Ms. Dana Boyd.

Consideration of a tentative outline for an eventual 

report based on the chronology of events in the relationship 

between Dr. Martin Luther King and the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation brought the task force up against the fact 

that the field of the history before the assassination had 

just been plowed twice: once by the Civil Rigjhts Division 

memoranda of March 31, 1976, and April 9, 1976 and once 

(among other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Coninittee 

to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence 

Activities (Senate Report, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d 

Session, Books II and III).

By way of contrast, however, the matter of the assas

sination of Dr. King and the ensuring investigation had been

-7-
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o o
judged by the Civil Rights Division’s Assistant Attorney 

General and his tro assistants primarily on their famili

arity with the Department file on the investigation as it 

had progressed since 1968. The Civil Rights Division’s 

Martin Luther King, Jr., review memoranda reflected that 

a study had been made of only the first 10 sections of the 

FBI headquarters file on the assassination investigation 

and only a random inspection was done of some of the remain

ing 74 sections. There was no factual discussion or analysis. 

The conclusion was reached by the Civil Rights Division staff 

that ’’the Bureau’s investigation was comprehensive, thorough 

arid professional" (Mjrphy memorandum of March 31, 1976, p. 6). 

It was determined, therefore to begin the task force *.s study 

with a complete review of the files on the FBI’s investigation 

of the assassination. It was the consensus of the review 

.team that by approaching the whole task by first examining 

the character and completeness of the murder, .investigation 

an answer could be made to .the Attorney General's question 

as to the Bureau’ s performance in that regard and also an 

answer could be indicated to his question going to the Bureau’s 

possible responsibility, if any, direct or indirect, for 

Dr. King’s death.

After the examination of the FBI’s investigation of 

the murder of Dr. King, the review team proceeded to go

-8
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back and complete the inquiry into the Bureau’s pre

assassination relationship with Dr. King. Necessarily ‘ 

included again in this second stage of our review was 

the consideration of whether the FBI was in any way 

implicated in the murder directly or indirectly. .

The task force made a particular point of looking 

at all the material in the FBI headquarters and field 

office files on the Assassination Investigation, the so- 

called "Murkin File” (Murkin being an acronym for Murder 

of King) 1/; the Martin Luther King Security File 2/; the 

Ccminfil-SCLC File (Ccminfil being an acronym for Communist 

infiltration; S.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference) 3/; the file on Communist Influence 

in Racial Matters 4/ and the advisor to King File 5/.

The "Murkin" file was solely concerned with the murder investi

gation. The other four files provided a multi-focal view «

1/ FBIHQ. 44-38861 '

2/ FBIHQ. 100-106670 •

3/ -FBI HQ. 100-438794 '

4/ FBI HQ. 100-442529 and the predecessor file 
'entitled Communist Party, U.S.A. Negro Question;
FBI HQ. 100-3-116

5/ FBIHQ. 100-392452
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of the Bureau's intelligence and counterintelligence , 

activities with respect to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The scheme of citation hereinafter used will be to 

minimize footnotes, place the source citation in the 

body of the writing, and designate headquarters files 

by ”HQ” and number and serial and Field Office files 

by city and number and serial, e.g.: (Msnphis 44-1987

153). Exceptions to this scheme will be explained when 

made. .

The more voluminous of the pertinent files in 

addition to the FBI headquarters files add the Washington 

Field Office files were located in Msiphis, Atlanta, 

Baltimore, Charlotte, Birmingham, New Orleans, Los Angeles, 

San Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Omaha*, Chicago, 

Springfield (Ill.), Milwaukee and New York. These were 

examined in place by visits by task force personnel. The 

remaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in 

Washington. Pertinent newspaper clipping files maintained t . 

by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices 

were scanned. .

In terms of papers examined, more than 200,000 

entries, many with numerous pages concerning both the 

murder investigation and the security investigation were 

covered. The five attorneys sitting together originally

-10- ‘
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and later, as the work progressed, splitting up to 

work singly or in teams together with the research 

personnel, considered separate sections of each file 

carpiling notes, Garmenting on, or reading aloud, or 

noting for reading by all of the carrnittee, items of 

significance. Notes were taken, when pertinent items 

were encountered, on a serial-by-serial basis ("serials" 

being each separate decurrent entry of one or more pages 

in the file). The resulting books of notes were then 

reviewed and used in conjunction with the original-source 

serials for the development of the statements of fact 

herein. In addition witness interviews were reflected 

in contemporaneous memoranda which aided in the development 

of the facts recited.

' Selected portions of the so-called Official and 

Confidential files which had been kept in the office of 

the late J. Edgar Hoover, seme sensitive files in the 

office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Division, 

and the files of former Assistant Director William 

Sullivan were reviewed. So also were the pertinent 

files of the Attorneys General. The task force attorneys 

reviewed the transcripts of key intercepted telephone 

and microphone overheard conversations of Dr. King 

and his associates. These were spot checked

-11- ’
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o o
for accuracy against the tapes of those surveillances. 

A canvass of other investigative agencies was made to _ 

determine whether their files reflected that intelligence 

or counterintelligence requests had been made upon them 

by the FBI in relation to Dr. King. -This included the 

Defense Department, the State Department, the U.S. 

Information Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the 

Postal Inspection Service, the Internal Revenue Service’s 

Intelligence Division and the Treasury Department’s Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. The material turned up 

by these agencies was examined, albeit little of consequence 

was discovered. Relevant portions of the investigation reports 

of the Msrphis Police Department on the King murder were 

xeroxed and studied.

In addition to official files, the task force personnel 

considered published material from the public sector dealing 

with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his assassination. 

Included in this category were a viewing of the Columbia ■ 

Broadcasting System *s program on the death of King in its series 

"The Assassins,” a National Broadcasting Company ’Tomorrow” 
■» 

program of April 4, 1974, and perusal of books and articles 

on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the role 

of the FBI in relation to the murder of Dr. King (see 

Bibliography, App. A, Ex. 6). Ibis lead to some valuable

-12
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9

evidentiary material - principally the oral and written 

statements of James Earl Bay - wtich was used to buttress 

the reconstruction of the facts of the murder and of the 

FBI investigation.

Some 30 interviews were conducted, principally in 

the assassination phase of the task force study. They were 

helpful in supplementing the results of interviews done 

during the murder investigation.

During the review of the Memphis Field Office files, 

an on-site inspection of the crime scene was conducted and 

the exhibits in the office of the Clerk of the County Court 

for Shelby County, Tennessee, were examined.

-13-
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II. THE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION

A. Events Surrounding April 4, 1968

1. The Poor People's Campaign

To understand the movements of Dr. King during this 

critical period, it is necessary to briefly discuss the 

Poor People' s Campaign (POCAM), originally called the 

Washington Spring Project in which he and the SCLC were involved. 

POCAM was scheduled to begin the first week of April 1968, 

and involved recruiting some 3,000 poor unemployed blacks 

frcm 16 localities in the United States for the purpose of 

going to Washington, D.C., and petitioning the government to- 

iinprove their economic status (HQ 157-8428-51).

The plan was to camp on the Washington Monunent or 

Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). During the first 

and second weeks, demands would be made of congressmen and 

heads of departments, such as the Secretary of Labor. If the 

demands were not met, nonviolent demonstrations were to be 

conducted (HQ. 157-8428-109).

Dr. King's planned travel schedule for February and 

March included trips to 9 major cities and visits to various 

points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina 

and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75). By mid February Dr. King had 

become discouraged with the lack of progress in recruiting and

- 14 -
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training demonstrators (HQ 157-8428-206). During this low 

point in the POCAM Dr. King was pursuaded to alter his plans 

and to go to Pfemphis, Tennessee, in support of a strike involving 

the city’s sanitation workers. .

2. Memphis Sanitation Worker’s Strike

On February 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation 

workers employed by the city of Manphis called a wildcat 

strike. The strikers were represented by local 1733 of the 

American Federation of State, County and Municipal. Employees 

who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargaining 

agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage improvements, 

payroll deduction of union dues, and a premotion system as well 

as a pension, hospitalization and life insurance program. 

(HQ 157-9146-XL).

The NAACP intervened in the strike because all of 

the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A . 

militant young black power group known as the Invaders was 

similarly interested in the strike. The group consisted of 

about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts, and was a cell 

of a larger group known as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed 

by Charles L. Cabbage and John B. Smith. The alleged purpose 

of BOP was to stimulate a sense of black identity, black pride 

and black consciousness in young blacks.

-15-
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The strikers were also supported by a group of black 

ministers, connected with the Memphis Interdenominational- 

Ministerial Alliance, who, adopted the name COME (Conrnunity on 

the Move for Equality). It was members of this group that 

were instrumental in bringing Dr. King to Menphis. On March 3, 

1968, the Reverend James M. Lawson, Jr., pastor of the 

Centenary Methodist Church, ^Memphis, and meriber of COME, stated 

on a television program (WHBQ-TV) that he wanted to bring 

Dr. King (and other heads of civil .rights organizations) to 

Menphis in an effort to unify the entire black community 

behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146-X23). The 

intervention of these various black coomunity organizations 

caused the city of Memphis to be concerned about the racial 

overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence 

(HQ 157-9146-X1).

Dr. King made his first visit to Menphis in support 

of the strike on the.night of March 18, 1968. On that occasion, 

in addressing an estimated crowd of 9,000 to 12,000 people at 

a rally sponsored by CCME at the Mason Temple, he called for 

a general protest-day on March 22, 1968. All blacks were asked 

not to go to work or school on that' day and were urged to 

participate in a massive downtown march. Dr. King and his 

party stayed at the Lorraine Md tel, 406 Mulberry Street, on

*
4 
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the night of Lferch 18, 1968 and left Memphis shortly before 

noon on March 19, 1968, ostensibly to go to the State of 

Mississippi in connection with the POCAM (HQ 157-9146-X39).

The City of Memphis was virtually paralyzed by a 

16-inch snowfall oh March 22, 1968, resulting in the post-; 

ponement of the planned mass march to March 28, 1968. Dr. King 

returned to Memphis on the 28th, arriving at the. airport at 

approximately 10:22a.m. By that time approximately 5,000 to 

6,000 people, about half of whom were of school age, had 

congregated at the Clayborn Temple (located at 280 Hernando St.) 

for the start of the march. According to the plan of the march, 

the sanitation workers were in front with the remainder of the 

people following behind. The march was to proceed north on 

Hernando to Beale Street, thence west on Beale Street to 

Main Street and north on Main Street to City Hall.

The"march got underway at approximately IT: 00a m. and' 

had proceeded to Hernando and Beale before it was joined by 

■Dr. King. When the front of the march (led by Dr. King) 

reached Main Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear ' 

of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the front 

of the march) ripped the signs off . their poles and began 

breaking store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed 

and the police moved .in to quell the disturbance;. The
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disruption of the march caused Dr. King's aides to cccnnandeer 

an automobile, and Dr. King and his party were escorted by 

police to the Rivermont Hotel operated by Holiday Inns of 

Anerica. (HQ 157-9146-45). Dr. King left the march at 

11:15a.m. and checked into the Rivermont Hotel at 11:24a.m. 

where he stayed until Mhrch 29, 1968. Dr. King and his party 

were scheduled to return to Atlanta on March 28, 1968, at 
1 *

9:05p.m. via Eastern Airlines and were scheduled tn leave 

Atlanta the morning of March 29, 1968, for Baltimore 

(HQ 157-9146-45). Thus, remaining in Memphis on the night 

of the'28 th was. a change in plans.

The city ordered a’ 7:00p.m. curfew and* approximately 

3,500 members of the Tennessee Nationa^ Guard were called out 

to end the violence. During the disturbance four blacks were 

shot, one fatally; approximately 150 fires were set; and over 

300 persons were arrested. Approximately one percent of the 

marchers engaged in looting and violence and many of these were 

people who were criminally inclined and who had been in previous 

trouble. The March 29, 1968', issue of the Memphis "Ccnroercial 

Appeal" reported that many of the looters and window breakers 

were black power advocates, and that several wore jackets of 

the "Invaders". However, other sources, including Lieutenant 

E.H. Arkin of the Memphis Police Department, indicated that
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many high school age students had put the word "Invaders" on 

their jackets for effect and were not necessarily affiliated 

with the BOP movement (HQ 157-9146-45). The violence and 

disruption of the inarch was of great concern to Dr. King 

because of the possible effect it might have on the planned 

POCAM. Therefore, ’he vowed to return to Memphis and 

demonstrate that he had not lost his effectiveness in 

leading nonviolent marches.

Dr. King, together with his SCLC staff, returned to 

Memphis on April 3, 1968, at 10:33a.m. After a press ’ 

conference at the airport, the group proceeded to the Lorraine 

Motel, arriving there at approximately 11:20a.m. At about 

12:05p.m. Dr. King left the Lorraine Motel for a meeting at 

the Centenary Methodist Church (Security and Surveillance Rept. 

of G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police Department, dated 

July 17, 1968). Dr. King announced at this meeting that his 

purpose in returning to Memphis was to lead a mass march on 

April 8, 1968 (HQ 157-9146-9 p.8).'

However, on April 3, 1968, United States District 

Court Judge Bailey Brown issued a temporary restraining order 

against further marches in Memphis (HQ 157-9146-9, p.l).

Dr. King returned to the Lorraine Motel at 2:25p.m. and sometime 

that afternoon Federal Marshals served him and his aides with

-19-

NW 65360 Dodd:32989802 Page 203



o o
the restraining order. (Security and Surveillance Rept. of 

G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police Department, dated 

July 17, 1968). '

At approximately 4:00p.m. Dr. King and the SCLC staff 

met with the BOP group at which time Charles Cabbage requested 

money to institute BOP plans to start a "Liberation School" 

and a "Blade Co-op". Dr. King agreed to use his influence 

to secure funds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Young agreed to help 

write up a plan. It is believed these concessions were made 

to BOP in order to keep them in line and prevent them from 

following a violent pattern. (HQ 157-9146-9, p.9.)

’ On the ni^it of April 3, 1968, Dr, King spoke to

- approximately 2,000 persons at the Mason Temple. He emphasized 

that the scheduled mass march must be held on April 8, 1968, 

to re-focus attention on the eight-week old sanitation workers 

strike.

After the speech, Solomon Jones, Jr., serving as 

Dr. King's chauffeur drove him back to the Lorraine Motel. 

Dr. King told Jones to report back on Thursday morning, 

April 4, 1968, at 8:30a.m. because he had to appear in court 

in connection with a restraining order. (Memphis 44-1987-2322 

p.51.)
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3. Dr. King's Activities ori April- 4, 1968

According to Mrs. Georgia M. Davis of Louisville, 

Kentucky (FBI interview: HQ File 44-38861-2634, p.20) she, 

Rev. A.D. Williams King, (Dr. King's brother) and Mrs. Lucie 

Ward arrived in Memphis on April 4, 1968, from Florida and 

registered at the Lorraine Motel at approximately 1:00a.m. 

Upon inquiring about Dr. King, they were told that he was 

attending a strategy meeting at a church. The three- then 

went to the church, but Dr. King was not there.

Returning to the motel, Dr. King’s brother, 

Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward conversed in room 207 until they 

observed Dr. King, along with Reverends Ralph Abernathy 

and Bernard Lee, getting out of a taxicab' in the motel 

courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Dr. King was invited to room 207 

where he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward 

until about 5:00a.m. He then went to room 306 where he and 

Rev. Abernathy were registered. About a half hour later 

Dr. King went to room 201 where he visited with Mrs. Davis 

for approximately one hour. Afterwards he returned to room 

306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m.

Solomon Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, returned 

to the Lorraine Motel at about 8:30a.m. to take him to court.
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However, Rev. Andrew Young advised Jones that he was going to 

court instead of Dr. King. Therefore Jones was requested 

to remain at the motel. (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.51).

Dr. King remained at the motel the entire day, 

returning to room 201 at about 1:30p.m. to visit Mrs. Lavis. 

He was later joined in room 201 by his brother, Mrs. Ward, 

Abernathy, Lee, Young, and Attorney Chauncey Eskridge. 

The group conversed until about 5:45p.m. when Dr. King 

announced they were going to dinner at the home of 

Rev. Billy Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p.23). Enroute to 

room 306 to dress, Dr. King saw Solomon Jones, Jr. in the 

motel courtyard and told him to start the car as they were 

preparing to go to dinner (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52).

*/ There is a discrepancy in the exact time Dr. King returned 
to room 306. Mrs. Davis places the time at 5:45p.m. However, 
in an FBI interview, Rev. Abernathy stated that on April 4, 
1968, he and Dr. King did not leave the motel and spent most 
of the day in room 306. He further stated that he and Dr. King 
had been gone from their room for approximately one hour or 
less when they returned to the room at about 5:30p.m. to get 
dressed for dinner at the home of Rev. Billy Kyles. (HQ 44-38861
2322, p.48). '
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At approximately 6:00p.m. Dr. King and Rev. Abernathy 

started to leave room 306. Rev. Abernathy stopped for a 

moment and Dr. King walked but onto the balcony just outside 

the door to the room (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.46). He saw Jones 

standing beside the car on the ground level and began a 

conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. King 

that he should put on a topcoat as it was cool outside. 

Daring this conversation, Dr. King was facing west and Jones 

was facing east and looking up at Dr. King from the- ground 

level. As Dr. King acknowledged Jones’ concern about getting 

his topcoat, Jones heard a sound.which he thought was a fire 

cracker and Dr. King fell to the floor of the balcony in front 

of room 306. Jones immediately called for help and a number 

of Dr. King's aides, who were either in their rooms or standing 

in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). —/

*/ Some critics of the FBI investigation have speculated that 
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King up for the assassination by 
unduly detaining him on the balcony. Nothing in the evidence 
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation.
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4. FBI Intelligence and Local Police Activities

a. FBI Informants. Robert G. Jensen, the Special 

Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field Office, and Joseph 

Hester, case agent for MURKIN, have unequivocally assured 

the task force that there was no electronic surveillance of 

Dr. King in Memphis. It was explained that-Morphis was not in 

the mainstream of Dr. King’s SCLC activities (Interview 

of Special Agent Joe Hester, June 23, 1976, App.B). 

However, FBI agents did observe the sanitation worker’s - 

strike activities for intelligence purposes and the Memphis 

Police Department (MPD) and confidential paid informants did 

supply, information to the field office (Interview of former 

SAC Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App.B). .

Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid 

confidential informants providing intelligence regarding the 

racial situation to the Memphis Field Office on a continuing 

basis. The intelligence coverage provided by these individuals 

related to the activities of the Nation of Islam, Black Students 

Association of MSU, Students for a Democratic Society, Black 

Organizing Power, Black United Front, Afro-American Brother

hood, Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is
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no evidence that the activities of these informants related 

directly to Dr. King. Moreover, there is no evidence 

that would suggest that these informants were connected in 

any way with the assassination of Dr. - King. (HQ 134-11867; 

170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.)

b. MPD Infiltration of the Invaders. In addition 

to the paid FBI informants, an officer of the MPD' infiltrated 

the Invaders in an undercover operation. The officer who was 

later exposed and is no longer with the MPD, was interviewed 

by the task force. The undercover assignment began in 

February of 1968 for the specific purpose of infiltrating 

the Invaders who became active about the same time of the 

sanitation workers strike. According to the officer the 

MPD was primarily interested in the Invaders, not Dr. King, 

because the MPD was concerned about what they might do. The 

police officer was, in fact, accepted as a member of the 

Invaders and participated in their activities. On the 

evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr. King was shot, the informant 

had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and 

Reverend James Orange. The informant said he returned 

to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 5:00p.m. and was ' 

standing in the motel courtyard at the time Dr. King was 

shot. He is positive that the shot that killed Dr. King
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came from the rear of the buildings which front on South 

Main Street.

c. MPD Surveillance Detail and Removal of Detective 

Redditt from Duty. - From the time of Dr. King’s return 

to Memphis on April 3, 1968, until the time of his 

assassination, he was under physical surveillance by the 

MPD. Upon learning of Dr. King’s flight schedule, Inspector 

G.P. Tines of the MPD Inspectional Bureau instructed two 

black plainclothes officers, Detective Edward E. Redditt and 

Patrolman Willie B. Richmond, to go to the airport to observe 

the arrival of Dr. King and to keep him under continuous 

surveillance in order to see with whom he came in contact. 

According to Inspector Tines, the surveillance was ordered 

because Dr. King was a controversial figure and had met with 

local black militants on his prior visit to Memphis. While 

at the airport a Mrs. Thomas Matthews pointed her finger at 

Redditt and told him that she was going to get him. (Report 

of G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, Re: Security and Surveillance 

of Dr. King, App. B.)

*/ The removal of Redditt from duty was cited as one of the 
bases for the House Select Committee to investigate the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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In addition to the surveillance detail, Assistant' 

Chief of Police W.P. Huston ordered a detail of four men, 

commanded by Inspector Don H. Smith, to go to the airport 

for the purpose of providing security for Dr. King. While 

waiting for Dr. King to arrive, Mrs. Thomas Matthews 

advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she had come to the 

airport to pick up Dr. King and that no one had asked for 

police to be assigned to him. Inspector Smith also asked 

Reverend James Lawson where they were going when they left 

the airport and he replied: "We have not fully made up our 

minds." Nevertheless, when Dr, King and his party left the 

airport, Inspector Smith and his men followed them to the 

Lorraine Motel, arriving there at approximately 11:20a.m. 

With the assistance of Inspector J.S. Gaglian and two other 

officers, Inspector Smith and his men secured the entrances 

to the motel.

Dr. King and his party left the Lorraine Motel at 

approximately 12:05p.m. and were followed by the security 

detail to the Centenary Methodist Church where a meeting 

was held. The detail secured the front and rear entrances 

of the Church until approximately 2:15p.m. when Dr. King and 

his group returned to the motel. The security detail then 

returned to the motel area and resumed their positions until 

they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Macdonald
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at approximately 5:05p.m. Inspector G.P. Tines stated in 

his report that he was not conferred with and has no idea 

why the security detail was removed frcm Dr. King after 

5:05p.m. Former Chief Macdonald has no present recollection 

of the security detail (Interview of James C. Macdonald, 

former Chief MPD, December 22, 1976, App. B.) The security 

detail was not resumed on April 4, 1968, (Reports of 

Inspectors Don H. Smith and J.S. Gagliano as incorporated 

in Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, supra.)

As a separate activity from the security detail, 

Detective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond went to the airport 

on April 3rd and observed Dr. King’s arrival. When Dr. King 

left the airport they followed him to the Lorraine Motel 

and learned that he was registered in room 306. Redditt 

telephoned headquarters and informed Inspector Tines where 

Dr. King was staying. At approximately 12:05p.m. Redditt 

and Richmond followed Dr. King and his party to the 

Centenary Methodist Church where a closed meeting of 

approximately 30 black ministers was scheduled. Redditt 

again called headquarters and advised his superiors of his 

location. Redditt was instructed to leave Richmond at the 

church and for him to return to the area of the Lorraine 

Motel for the purpose of finding a suitable place where 

close surveillance could be kept on the motel. Richmond 

remained at the Centenary Methodist Church until the
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meeting was over at approximately 2:15p.m. Richmond then 

went to Clayborn Temple where he thought Dr. King would 

address the sanitation workers prior to a scheduled 3:00p.m. 

march. However, Dr. King did not make an appearance there. 

Richmond telephoned headquarters at about 3:30p.m. and was 

advised that Dr. King had returned, to the motel and that 

Redditt had set up a surveillance' post at Fire Station No. 2, 

located at South Main and Butler streets. Richmond 

immediately left Clayborn Temple and joined Redditt at the 

fire station. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Richmond, 

April 9, 1968, MPD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray 

p. 1444).

The rear of Fire Station No. 2 overlooks the Lorraine 

Motel and provided an excellent vantage point where Redditt 

and Richmond could observe Dr. King and his associates as 

they entered and left the motel. On April 3, 1968, Redditt 

and Richmond remained at their observation post until 6:35p.m. 

at which time they were relieved by Lieutenant E.H. Arkin 

and lieutenant J.V. Papia of the MPD Internal Security Bureau. 

(Statement of Edward E. Redditt, April 10, 1968, MPD Statements, 

State vs. James Earl Ray p. 1453).

After leaving their observation post, Redditt and 

Richmond went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was
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scheduled- to address a mass meeting. Shortly after they 

arrived at the temple, Redditt was approached by Reverend 

Malccmb D. Blackbum and told that the word was out that 

he was- over in the fire station near the Lorraine Motel 

spying with binoculars. Reverend- Blackbum also advised 

Richmond that the temple was the wrong place for him 

because the tension was too high. Fearing they would be 

exposed, Redditt and Richmond left the.meeting at approximately 

8:50p.m. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines.)

Redditt and Richmond resulted their surveillance 

of the Lorraine Motel from Fire Station No. 2 on April 4, 

1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately 12:50p.m. Redditt 

received a threatening telephone,call from a.fanale who 

stated that he vas doing .the black people wrong, and they 

were going to do him wrong. (Interview of Edward E. Redditt, 

April 10,* 1968.) •

At approximately ,4:00p.m.., Redditt was ordered by 

telephone to leave the fire station and report to headquarters 

where he was advised that- threats had been made on his life. 

He was, therefore, ordered to move his family into a motel 

under an assumed name by Frank’Holloman, former Director 

of Police and Fire, Memphis, Tenn. (Interview of Frank 

Holleman, September 15, 1976, App. B.) Redditt was taken
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home in a squad car, but refused to wove his family because 

of a sick relative. At about the.time the squad car arrived 

in front of Redditt*s residence, it was announced on the 

radio that Dr. King had been shot. After a couple of days, 

Redditt did not hear any more about the threat on his life. 

(Interview of Edward E. Redditt, July 8, 1976, App. B.)

In our efforts to trace the source of the threat, we 
1 ’

have found that Philip R. Manuel, an investigator with the 

Senate Investigating Committee, chaired .by Senator McClellan

■ was in Memphis on April 4, 1968. While at the MPD Manuel 

advised them based on a telephone call to his office in 

Washington, that the Senate Committee Staff liad information 

from an informant in Mississippi that the Mississippi 

Freedom Democratic Party had made plans to kill a !'Negro 

lieutenant" in Memphis. Manuel left Menphis on a 5:50p.m. 

flight -to Washington- and the next day (April 5, 1968) he 

telephoned the MPD and. advised them that the threat was on 

the life of a "Negro lieutenant" in Knoxville rather than 

Memphis. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, 

supra.) '

Philip R. Manuel neither has a, present recollection 

of providing the information regarding the threat to the MPD, 

nor does he have a memorandum of the event. However, he
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confirmed that he was in Memphis and visited the MPD at 

the time stated and that his office did have a Mississippi 

source. Moreover, he said the events sounded familar and 

he believed the MPD records were correct. (Interview of 

Philip R. Manuel, September 28, 1976, App. B.)

Although Redditt was relieved from duty at Fire 

Station No. 2, Richmond remained there and continued to 

observe who entered and left the motel. At approximately 

6:00p.m. Richmond saw Dr. King leave his room and walk ’ 

to the handrail on the balcony. The Reverend Billy Kyles 

was standing off to Dr. King’s right. An instant later 

Richmond heard a loud sound similar to a shot and saw 

Dr. King fall back from the handrail and put his hand up 

to his head. At approximately 6:01p.m. Richmond telephoned 

headquarters and reported that Dr. King had been shot. 

He was instructed to remain at the fire station. Richmond 

then yelled to members of a MPD tactical squad (which had 

stopped at the station a few moments earlier) that he 

believed Dr. King had been shot. He then ran to the front 

of the fire station and looked north and south on South Main 

Street, but did not see anyone running or walking, except 

the men in the tactical squad who left the fire station 

running in different directions. Shortly thereafter,
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Captain J. G. Ray arrived at the fire station and instructed 

Richmond to go to headquarters and make a detailed report 

of what he had seen. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Richmond, 

April 9, 1968, supra.) -

d. Details of Two Black Firemen from Fire Station 

No. 2-*/ As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E. 

Newsum were the only black firemen assigned to Fire Station 

No. 2 of the Memphis Fire Departmsit (MFD). Wallace was 

working the night shift on April 3rd and Newsum was scheduled 

to report for the day shift on April 4th. Both of these 

individuals actively supported the sanitation workers strike, 

attending their rallies and making financial contributions.

In our interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976 

App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the night 

of April 3rd his captain told him that a call had' come, in 

requesting that a man be detailed to Fire Station No. 33. 

He was immediately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining 

and he was preparing to go to bed. Wallace further stated 

that while Fire Station No. 33 was understaffed as a whole, 

there was no shortage of personnel for the pump truck on which 

he worked. Otherwise, he does not know why he was detailed.

*/ ■ The details of the black firemen from Fire Station No. 2 is 
a second reason cited as a basis for the House Select Coornittee 
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Also, on the night of April 3rd Fireman Newson, in 

a vholly personal capacity, attended a rally at the Mason 

Temple where Dr. King made his last speech. When he returned 

home (about 10:30p.m.) there was a message for him to call 

Lt. J. Smith at the fire department. When he called, 

Lt. J. Smith ordered him to report to Fire Station No. 31 

on the morning of April 4th rather than Fire Station No. 2. 

Newson claims that Fire Station No. 31 was overstrength at 

the time and his detail made his company short. Moreover, 

he says he never has received a satisfactory explanation 

why he was detailed. However, he did say that Lt. Barnett 

at one time told him he was detailed at the request of-Xhe 

police. (Interview of Floyd E. Newsun, July 8, 1976, 

App. B.)

Interviews of past and present members of the MFD have 

failed to disclose the individual who initiated the order or 
*

the reason for detailing Wallace and Newson. According to 

former Lt. Jack Smith, he received a telephone call between 

3:00p.m. and 5:00p.m. on April 3, 1968, frcm either Captain 

James T. Baity,or former Assistant Chief Arthur J. Rivalto 

in the personnel department specifically requesting that 

Newsum be detailed. No reason was given for the detail. 

Smith said he immediately called Newsum, but Newson was not

r 
1
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heme. Therefore, Smith left a message for Newsom to call 

the fire station. Newsom called about 10:30p.m. and Smith 

advised him of the detail (Interview of Jack Smith, dated ‘ 

September 27, 1976). ■

Wallace’s .commanding officer, then Captain R.T. 

Johnson, likewise stated that he received a telephone 

call frem someone in the personnel department requesting 

him to detail Wallace. However, Johnson has no present 

recollection of who the individual was "that made the 

request. (Interview of R.T. Johnson, Deputy Chief, Memphis 

Fire Department, December 21, 1976, App. B.)

Neither Captain Baity nor former Assistant Chief 

Rival to has any present recollection of the detail of 

Wallace or Newsom. Captain Baity indicated that any 

district chief could have ordered the men moved (Interview 

of James T. Baity, September 27, 1976, App. B). Also, 

former Assistant Chief RLvalto said the fire department 

shifted people around all the time when a company became 

understrength because of sickness, etc. (Interview of 

Arthur J. Rivalto, September 27, 1976, App. B).

Similarly, the former Chief of the MFD, Edward A. 

Hamilton, has no recollection of the details. He speculated 

that the men could have been detailed for a ’’fill in" to 

bring a company up to strength (Interview of Edward A. 

Hamilton, September 27, 1976, App. B).
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The MFD Strenth Report-Firefighting Personnel for 

Shift "A", Battalions One and Eight, dated April 3, 1968 

(attached to Reinterview of James R. Boatwright, October 20, 

1976, App. B) show that Wallace's Company No. 2 at Fire 

Station No. 2 was operating at minimum strength (five men) 

after he was detailed; whereas Company No. 33 to which he 

was detailed operated at one over the minimum strength 

(four men) after the detail. Likewise, the Strength Report 

for Shift "B" for Battalions One and Two, dated April 4, 

1968 (Also attached to the Boatwright interview of October 20, 

1976) show that Newsum's Company No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2 

was operating at minimum strength (five men) after the detail, 

but Company 31 to which he was detailed operated at one over 

the minimum strength (four men) after the detail.

However, former Deputy Chief James 0. Barnett stated 

that the people on the security detail operating out of 

the fire station probably felt better without Wallace and 

Newsum around (Interview of James 0. Barnett, September 27, 

1976.) On the other hand, Assistant Chief James R. Boatwright 

explained that they were laving a very tense situation at 

the time; that a number of threatening calls had been 

received at Fire Station No. 2; and that the consensus of 

opinion was that Wallace and Newsum were detailed for their 

own protection, since they were the only black firemen assigned 

to that station (Interview of James R. Boatwright, September 23, 

1976).
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In this connection MPD Patrolman Willie B. Richmond 

and former Detective Edward E. Redditt, who conducted the 

surveillance of Dr. King and his associates from the fire 

station, were recontacted and specifically asked.whether 

they had’requested that Wallace and Newson be detailed. 

Both Richmond and Redditt denied that they made such a 

request or .had knowledge of any one else in the-police 

department making such a request (Reinterviews of Richmond 

and Redditt, Septenber 28, 1976, App. B)-.

Our investigation has not disclosed any evidence 

that the detail of Wallace and .Newsum was in any way 

connected with the assassination of Dr. King. However, . 

the circumstances surrounding the details strongly suggest 

that both men were detailed because they supported the . 

sanitation workers and were considered to be a threat to 

the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from 

the fire station by Patrolman Richmond and Detective Redditt.

e-. MPD Tactical Units- Their Deployment and 

Activities on the Evening of April 4, 1968. When the sanitation 

workers of Memphis began their strike in February of 1968, the 

MPD either organized-or beefed up various tactical units. 

Generally, each- of these units consisted of 12 law enforcement 

officers from the MPD and the Shelby County Sheriff’s Department.
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These units were organized for the purpose of avoiding riots 

which other cities, such as Detroit, had experienced (Interview 

of Frank Holloman, former Director of Fire and Police for the 

City of Memphis, September 15, 1976, App. B). Documents 

obtained from the State’s Attorney General (Item 9 from MPD 

Miscellaneous Records) shew that on the evening of April 4, 

1968, at the time Dr. King was shot, there were nine tactical 

units in service at various locations as follows:

Tact Unit No. Street locations

6 Thanas and North Parkway

8 Jackson and Watkins

99 Chelsea and Watkins

10 Main and Butler

11 Georgia and Orleans

12 Trigg and Latham

13 Bellevue and Effie

17 - Union and Bellevue

18 Fourth and Gayoso

In addition to the tactical units, the documents 

obtained from the State’s Attorney General show that there 

were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per car) in 

the general area of the Lorraine Motel. These cars were 

at the following locations at the time Dr. King was shot:
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Car No. Street locations

'224 Main and Beale

228 Third and Poplar

232 Fourth and Butler

230 Union and Front

236 Third and Belz

245 ■ Second and Gayoso • •

247 Crunp and Barton

365 Larmar and Bellevue .

367' Poplar and Cleveland

369 Linden and East

The nap (Part of Item 9 from MPD Mscellaneous 

Records, see App. A, Ex. 1) shows that Tact Units 10 and 18 

were within a radius of one mile of the crime scene (200 ' 

block of Mulberry Street) at the time of the shooting; and 

Tact Units 6, IT and 12 were within a radius of two miles 

of the scene. Tact -Uiits 7,14,15 and 16. were located outside 

the boundaries of the map and 'dre not shown. Cars number 

224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of one mile of 

the scene and cars number 228 and 369 were within a radius 

of two miles. However, cars number 236,365 and 367 were 

outside the boundaries of the map.

Particular emphasis is given to Tact Unit 10 and 

the activities of its men, as this unit was located at 

Fire Station No. 2 (S. Main and Butler) at the-time of the
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shooting. Cn the afternoon of April 4, 1968,. Tact Unit 10, 

consisting of three cars and 12 men stopped at Fire Station 

No. 2 for a rest break at approximately 5:50p.m. The unit 

was ccnmanded by Lt. 'Judson E. Ghormley of the Shelby County 

Sheriff’s Department. The other members of the unit included 

Deputies W.A. DuFour, W.J. Berry, Vernon Dollahite, R.N. Baker 

and Ronald Maley of the sheriff’s department; and Patrolmen 

Carroll Bunn, William Gross, Jason Morris, Barney Wright, 

Ermett Douglass and Torrance Landers of the MPD.

Interviews of the above named men indicate that when 

the unit arrived at the fire station, the cars were parked 

on the north side of the fire station entrance with the lead 

car actually obstructing the sidewalk. The second car was 

parked directly behind the lead car and the third car was 

double parked alongside these two cars. (MPD Statements, 

State v. James Earl Ray, DuFour p. 1449; Berry p. 1450; 

Ghormley pp.1451 and 1532; Dollahite pp.1455 and 1505; 

Dunn p.1457; Gross p.1460; Morris p.1463; Wright p.1466; 

Baker p.1468; Douglass p.1469; Landers p.1471 and Maley 

p.1480.)

While Patrolman Douglass remained with the lead car 

to monitor the radio, all of the other men went into the fire 

station to take a break. When the shot was fired that killed 

Dr. King (at approximately 6:01p.m.), these men were at various
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locations in the fire station drinking coffee, making telephone 

calls, etc. Patrolman Richmond, who was manning the surveillance 

post in the rear of the station, yelled throughout the station 

that Dr. King had been shot. The members of the tact unit, 

some of whan had heard the shot, all ran out the north side 

of the fire station and then east toward the rear of the fire 

station and the Lorraine Motel. (See diagram of "crime scene, 

App. A. Ex. 2).

Patrolman Douglass, who had regained in the lead car 

to monitor the radio, heard the shot when it was fired. He 

immediately got out of the car and ran toward the rear of the 

fire station with the other men. After Patrolman Douglass 

realized what had happened, he returned to the lead car, along 

with Patrolman Wright, and radioed the dispatcher that Dr. King 

had been shot. Douglass and Wright then drove the lead car 

south on S. Main to E. Butler, east on E. Butler to Mulberry 

and north on Mulberry to the entrance of the Lorraine Motel. 

Douglass and Wright later drove the car, accompanied by one 

or two other unidentified officers, north on Mulberry to 

Ruling, west on Ruling to S. Main and south on S. Main to the 

front of the buildings located just north of the fire station. */

*/ There are conflicts in the statements of Douglass, Wright 
and Ghormley; Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified 
officers got in the car with him at the .fire station and they drove 
to the Lorraine Motel. According to Wright’s version, he and 
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or two 
other unidentified officers at the Lorraine Motel. Qu the other 
hand, Ghormley claims he turned around at the concrete wall at the 
rear of the fire station and ran to the front of the station and 
then north on S. Main Street.
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The other men in the tact unit continued to the rear 

of the fire station to a concrete retaining wall abutting 

Mulberry Street. DuFour, Dollahite, Morris, Baker, Landers, 

Maley and Eunn climbed down the concrete wall and ran across 

Mulberry Street to the Lorraine Motel. EuFour and Morris ran 

up the stairs to the balcony where Dr. King’s body lay. 

The people there said the shot had come from a red brick 

building north of the fire station on S. Main Street. While 

DuFour remained with Dr. King’s body until the ambulance came, 

Morris ran north on Mulberry to Ruling and west on Ruling to 

the north side of the buildings facing S. Main Street. Another 

officer (probably Maley or Dunn) was already at that point, 

and Morris stopped there to assist him in securing that area.

Baker ran to the Motel balcony where DuFour was standing 

beside Dr. King’s body. He then ran back to Mulberry St. and 

ran north for a distance to an alley. Baker ran into the 

alley looking for anything suspicious. He noticed that 

other members of the tact unit were securing a building . 

(probably the building with its north end on Ruling). 

Therefore, Baker went to the corner of Mulberry and E. Butler 

and took up a position there.

After Landers learned the direction the shot came 

from, he found a 55-gallon drum and climbed back up the 

concrete retaining wall on Mulberry St. into the lot on
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which the. building where the shot was fired is located. Landers 

observed that the bathroom window was partially opened and 

he saw an elderly white tale come up to the window and look out ,

He ordered him to get back frcm the window. Landers also saw 

an elderly white female looking out a window directly south 

of the bathrocm window. He ordered her to get away from the 

window. Landers also checked the bushes on the lot for 

evidence and checked the entire area for footprints. After 

other officers arrived, Landers and another MPD officer 

climbed onto the roof of a one story building which backs 

up to Mulberry St. This building runs along the north side 

of the building whence the shot was fired. Finding nothing 

on the roof, they came down and started up an alley leading 

to a basement. About 10 feet up the alley they found two 

fresh footprints in the mud. Landers guarded these footprints 

until homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently, 

a plaster case was made of each footprint . However, the 

footprints were never positively identified by either the 

MPD or the FBI.

Upon learning where the shot was fired from, Dollahite 

and Maley ran out of the motel courtyard, turned north on 

Mulberry to Ruling and west on Ruling toward S. Main. Maley 

stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the
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north end of the building. However, Dollahite continued running 

(with gun drawn) to S. thin and turned south on S. Main. 

Dollahite noticed a number of patrons in Jim’s Grill at 418 

S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain 

seated and not to leave. Dollahite then stopped momentarily 

at Canipe's Anusement Company located at 424 S. Main where 

he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorway partially 

covering a blue suitcase and a box containing a rifle. As he 

continued down S. Main a short distance near a fenced-in 

parking area, Dollahite observed Lt. Ghormley and another 

officer coming north on S. Main. Dollahite turned around 

at that point and walked back to Canipe’s store ahead of 

Lt. Ghormley and then crossed the street for the purpose of 

securing the front of the building. After he took up his 

position, Douglass and Wright drove up in the lead car.

Other officers who did not climb down the retaining 

wall at the rear of the fire station and run to the motel 

are Ghormley, Gross and Berry. After running to the ,

retaining wall and observing the people pointing to the 

building on S. Main St., Berry came back to the fire station 

entrance, jumped in a cruiser and drove north on S. Main to 

the first intersection at Huling where he stopped the car ■ 

in the street and secured that area.
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Ghormley and Gross also returned to the front of ’ 

the fire station after first running to the retaining vail. 

They both turned north on S. Main and ran toward Ruling. 

Ghormley stopped at Canipe’s Amusement Co. where he observed 

what appeared to be a blanket partially covering a .blue 

suitcase and a Browning rifle box with about a foot of the 

barrel of a rifle exposed.

The apparent discrepancies in the statements of 

Ghormley and Dollahite can be accounted for only by the 

mass confusion which must have occurred immediately after 

the shooting. However, it appears that Dollahite first 

observed the bundle while running south on S. Main with 

his gun drawn. But, he continued past Canipe’s Amusement 

Company and after he saw Ghormley and the other officer 

caning .north he turned around and took up a position on the 

opposite side of the street from Canipe’s.

Guy H. Canipe, the owner of Canipe’s Amusement Co., 

informed Ghormley that a white male had just dropped the 

bundle in front of his door a minute or two earlier and had 

run south on S. Main. Ghormley radioed this information to 

headquarters and stood guard over the articles. Shortly there

after, Canipe told Ghormley that a white Mustang automobile 

had left the area at a high fate of speed after the bundle was 

dropped. Ghormley also radioed this information to headquarters.
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According to the transcript of the MPD radio tapes 

(MPD James Earl Ray Supplements, Attorney General's copy, 

Supplement 79, p.1714) Tact Unit 10 advised the dispatcher 

that Dr. King had been shot at the Lorraine Motel at 6:03p.m. 

By 6:06p.m., the dispatcher had ordered a circle formed - 

around the Lorraine Motel and the buildings west of the 

motel on S. Main. Moreover, patrol cars and other Tact 

Units had begun to arrive on the scene. At 6:07p.m. Tact 

Unit 10 advised the dispatcher that the weapon was in front 

of 424 S. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main. 

At 6:08p.m. the subject was described as a wall-dressed,young, 

white'male. At 6:10p.m. the dispatcher relayed information 

from Tact Unit 10, that the subject had left the area in a 

late model white Mustang.

The men in the Tact Units and patrol cars kept the 

area sealed off, directed traffic, and checked out suspicious • 

individuals while detectives from the Homicide Squad investi

gated the scene, inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary of the MPD 

Homicide Squad arrived at the Lorraine Motel at approximately 

6:15p.m., and by 6:30p.m. he had taken custody of the bundle 

of articles found in the doorway of Canipe's Amusement. 

Zachary turned the bundle, except for a tee shirt and pair 

of shorts, over to the FBI at about 9:30 or 10:00p.m. The 

tee shirt and shorts were also turned over to the FBI after 

the laundry marks were checked with local laundries (Interview 

of former Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, September 15, 1976, 

App. B).
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B. The FBI Investigation Of The Assassination

1. The Department of Justice' Response and FBI 
Performance

a. The Murder. At approximately 6:00 p.m. on 

April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was standing 

on the balcony outside of his room at the Lorraine Motel 

in Msrphis, Tennessee. Moments later, Dr. King was shot 

by a high power rifle and then rushed to St. Joseph’s 

Hospital. At 7:05 p.m. he was pronounced dead. The 

cause of death was a bullet wound which tore the major 

neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the 

root of the neck (Memphis 44-1987 Sub sec. 1-13, and see 

autopsy report, App. A, Ex. 3).

b. Top Priority Investigation Ordered. The Memphis 

Police Department was immediately aware of the King assault 

and promptly notified the FBI Memphis Field Office headed by 

SAC Robert G. Jensen. SAC Jensen telephonically relayed the 

information to Washington where Director Hoover and Attorney 

General Clark were informed. The Memphis Field Office was 

directed on the evening of April 4, 1968 to immediately conduct 

a full investigation of the matter as a possible violation 

of 18 U.S.C. 241, the civil rights conspiracy statute (HQ 44- 

38861-109).

I 
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This directive soon became national in scope with 

SAC’s in all FBI Field Offices being ordered by teletype 

on April 7, 1968, to participate and conduct a top priority 

investigation under their personal supervision. • This meant 

all -leads were to be afforded inmediate, thorough and 

imaginative attention and all possibilities from such leads 

exhausted. Also, 24 hours was set as the period after receipt 

of a lead within which the investigation and reporting must 

be completed. All SAC’s were to bear personal responsibility 

for any failure to handle the investigation (HQ 44-38861-153).

c. Progress of the Investigation. The breadth of 

this top priority investigation is repeatedly evidenced in 

the Murkin files. All informant sources - racial, security 

and criminal - were immediately alerted and contacted for 

information. -The KKK and other hate groups as well as 

individuals known to have violent proclivities were checked. 

The files were checked for prior threats against Martin Luther 

King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-2649). Name checks were continuously 

being made on Selective Service records, city and telephone 

directories, drivers license bureaus, motor vehicle divisions, 

financial institutions, credit records, criminal and civil 

records, marriage licenses, public utility rolls, unions, 

cannon carrier passenger lists and more (e.g. HQ 44-38861-233).

(1) Bessie Brewer’s Rooming House. Key information 

was developed early at Bessie Brewer’.s Rooming House whence
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the shot was fired. Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens 

and William C. Anchutz were interviewed and a physical 

description of a suspect was obtained.

Bessie Brewer, resident manager of the rooming house, 

explained that a "John Willard" registered with her April 4, 

between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. He was first directed to 

Rocm 8, but rejected it because it had a stove and refrig

erator. Instead, he asked for a sleeping room only and 

accepted Room 5-B in the rear of the hostelry. This room 

provided a window with a view of Dr. King's rocm at the 

Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewer^described the new tenant as 

a white male approximately 35 years of age, 5’11" to 6' tall, 

weighing 180 pounds with a medium build and presenting a neat 

clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1-15).

Stephens, vho was in his rocm on the afternoon of 

April 4, rsnanbers hearing- footsteps between Rocm 5-B 

and the bathroom. He also remembers the bathroom being 

occupied for considerable periods of time - 20 to 30 minutes - 

without water running or the toilet being flushed except for 
X 

the last visit. This last visit ended when he heard what 

he is certain was a gun shot. Interrupted by the shot, 

Stephens opened his door to the hallway to see a man running 

down the hallway carrying a large wrapped bundle. As this 

man ran down the hall in the direction of Anchutz, Stephens
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recalls believing that he had seen this person earlier 

that afternoon with Mrs. Brewer. Stephens described him 

as a white male of average build, in his 30 ‘s, 5'10” to 11” 

tall, weighing 165 pounds and wearing a dark suit presenting 

a neat clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).

Like Stephens, Anchutz was a resident of the rooming 

house and in his room at the time of the shooting. Also 

like Stephens, Anchutz occupied a room adjacent to "John 

Willard.” He recalls watching television in his rocm that 

afternoon when he heard a gun shot, immediately, he went 

to the door and as he opened it saw a man running toward him. 

Ibis man covered his face as he ran and carried a blanket 

wrapped bundle. Anchutz addressed the man, saying: "I 

thought I heard a shot.” The man responded: ,rYeh, it was a 

shot.” Anchutz described the man as 6’ tall with a slim 

•build, and in his 30's (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).

(2) Canipe Amusement Company. The Canipe Amusement « 

Company is located at 424 South Main Street and is just a 

.short distance from Bessie Brewer’s Rooming House at 422% 

South Main Street. In the recessed entrance to Canipe Company 

a blanket wrapped bundle (presumably ‘the bundle Stephens 

and Anchutz saw) containing- valuable pieces of physical 

evidence was recovered shortly after the shooting.
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The store owner, Guy W. Canipe, and two customers, 

Bernell Finley and Julius L. Graham, were in the store at the 

time of the assassination. Each was interviewed by the 

FBI and described hearing a "thud" which drew their attention, 

and as they looked to see what had happened, they observed 

the blanket wrapped bundle in the entrance. At the same 

time, they saw a man dressed in a dark suit walking rapidly 

south on the sidewalk away from the bundle. A few moments 

later, they said, a white compact automobile - possibly a 

Mustang - proceeded north on South Main Street at a high 

rate of speed. The tale was described as white, approximately 

30 years of age with a medium build, 5'10" to 6’ tall and 

weighing 160 to 180 pounds. (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec 1).

The bundle, after being discovered at Canipe* s doorway 

by a member of a Memphis Police Department Tactical Squad, 

first came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the 

Memphis Police Department’s Homicide Bureau. Later in the 

evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m., 

Inspector Zachary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen who 

immediately had it flown by agent courier to Washington for 

laboratory examination (Memphis 44-1987-610). The bundle 

contained a Model 7<60 Remington Gamemaster rifle, 30-06 

Springfield caliber, and a blue zipper bag. The bag contained 

various toilet articles along with a pair of men’s underwear'
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with laundry tags, a pair of binoculars, two cans of 

beer, and a paper bag bearing an advertisement for York 

Anns Company, Memphis, Tennessee, with a York Arms Company 

cash sales receipt dated April 4, 1968 (Memphis 44-1987 

Sub A sec 1).

(3) Information and Physical Evidence Tracked. The 

investigation continued with emphasis on tracing all physical 
»

evidence and information received. To this end a search 

of all Memphis area hotels and motels was initiated for 

the source of the blanket and bar of soap found in the blue 

zipper bag. Also, registrations at area inns were examined 

for the unknown suspect who fled the rooming house and who < 

might be driving a white compact automobile. At the same 

time, the rifle, scope, binoculars, cans of beer, laundry 

tags and other items were tracked (HQ 44-38861-139).

The rifle and scope were quickly traced to the Aero 

Marine Supply Company in Birmingham, Alabama. The rifle 

was sold to a ’Harvey Lowmyer” March 30, 1968. The scope, 

along with a second rifle, was purchased March- 29, 1968, 

but ”Lowmyer” exchanged this rifle the following day for 

the one recovered at the Canipe Anusement Conpany. Accord- 
7 

ing to the Aero Marine salesman, ’*Lowtnyer" explained that 

he talked with his brother and was advised a more powerful 

rifle was necessary for deer hunting in Wisconsin. However,
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a laboratory examination of this returned rifle revealed 

that it was clogged with cosmoline (a heavy grease firearm 

preservative) and could not be loaded and readied to fire 

(HQ 44-38861-432). The salesman also provided a physical 

description of "Lowmyer" which matched those previously 

obtained (HQ 44-38861-180).

The paper bag and the sales receipt frcm York Arms 

Conpany led agents to the Memphis £ore where the binoculars 

were purchased. The York Arms salesman explained that he 

sold the pair of binoculars at approximately 4:00 p.m. 

April 4, 1968, to a white male matching the descriptions' 

previously obtained (Menphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1) . By 

checking the manufacturer's can codes and distribution records, 

the two beer cans were traced to Southhaven Minnow Shop, 

Southhaven, Mississippi (HQ 44-38861-1360).

The center of the investigation shifted from- Menphis 

to Birmingham on April 9, when the search of Memphis inns, 

focused on the Rebel Motel and the April 3 registration 

record of an Eric Starvo Galt. It was already known that 

the rifle and scope were purchased in Birmingham and the 

Galt registration also pointed to Birmingham. Hie registra

tion record aroused interest because Galt registered for the 

night of April 3 only, listed a Birmingham address and drove a 

Mustang with Alabama license, plates, (HQ .44-38861-1180) .
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The possibility of a link between Eric Starvo 

Galt and the unknown subject was pursued in Alabama by the 

Birmingham and Mobile offices. In their pursuit they 

learned that on August 29, 1967, Galt purchased a 1966 

white Mustang automobile. The Bureau agents also learned 

that the State of Alabama issued a motor vehicle operator’s 

license in October 1967 to Eric Starvo Galt, 2608 Highland 

Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama. The physical description 

obtained from this license matched those previously received: 

white male, born July 20, 1931, 5’11” tall, 175 pounds with 

blue eyes and brown hair (HQ 44-38861-1180).

When the investigation moved to Galt’s Birmingham 

address it was learned that Galt lived there in late August 

until early October 1967. Because of the length of this 

contact, emphasis was placed on developing information on 

Galt’s background. Significantly, it was learned that during 

his Birmingham sojourn Galt expressed an enthusiastic 

interest in dancing and attended dancing school there 

(HQ 44-38861-607).

(4) Los Angeles. Soon after the Birmingham connection 

was uncovered Los Angeles became a focal point in the investi 

gation. The significance of Ids Angeles became apparent 

April 11, with the knowledge of four facts.

One, when on April 11, 1968, the Bureau located Galt's 

abandoned Mustang in Atlanta a search of it indicated that
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Galt had had it serviced twice in the Los Angeles area

. (HQ 44-38861-989).

Two, also incident to the search of the Mas tang a 

fragment of cardboard torn from a Kleenex box was found. 

Cn it were the names and Los Angeles addresses of Anita 

Katzwinkel and Ginger Nance (HQ 44-38861-989). '

Three, laundry markings from the recovered underwear 

were tracked to Heme Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 

Hollywood, California (HQ 44-38861-885). The following ’ 

. day agents learned that the name Eric Starve Galt appeared

. in the laundry’s records.

Lastly, a pair of pliers recovered from the blue 

zipper bag were traced to the Rompage Hardware Store which 

is within five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry 

Cleaning (HQ 44-38861-1174).

Since it was known that while in Birmingham Galt 

pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in-the 

Los Angeles area were checked. Galt’s name appeared in 

the records of the National Dance-Studio, Ips Angeles. 

. (44-38861-1293). ‘

• Eventually, the dance studio contact proved to be

most important because it was through an interview with the 

dance studio owner that a photograph of Eric Starve Galt was 

finally obtained. The owner keyed the agents to an interest
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Galt had expressed in attending a bartending school 

(HQ 44-38861-1066). Checking the area, the International 

School of Bartending was located and it provided Galt’s 

graduation photograph. For the first time, agents were 

able to see and distribute a photo of their subject. To be 

sure of maximum dissemination, the photo was circulated among 

the news media (HQ 44-38861-967). .

While in Los Angeles Galt first lived at the Serrano 

Apartments and later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons 

contacted at these locations called him a "loner” and 

described him as a person who'.kept to himself. A departure 

from this characterization, however, was reported by Charles 

Stein who, at no expense to himself, rode with Galt in the 

Mustang from Los Angeles to New Orleans and return.

Stein explained that he and his sister Rita Stein met 

Galt through their cousin Marie Martin who was working as a 

bar maid at the-Sultan Bar located in the St. Francis Hotel. 

Galt had mentioned to Martin that he was planning to drive 

to New Orleans and she asked if he would be willing to give • 

her cousin a ride there in order to pick up her children. 

He agreed, but it was Charles and not Rita who went along 

with Galt (HQ 44-38861-.1117).

Notwithstanding the information Stein provided, the 

investigation moved no closer to locating Galt. New Orleans
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was scoured for clues and although Galt’s hotel and room 

. . were located the effort was fruitless (HQ 44-38861-1197).

Stein also stated Galt made several telephone- calls from 

pay telephones along the way but an exhaustive search of 

countless telephone records, nunbers and subscribers 

produced notiiing (e.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). Lastly, Stein 

explained that Galt conditioned the ride to New Orleans 

on Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining 

George Wallace’s American Independent Party. Each joined 

but again the ensuing investigation of this lead learned 

nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003).

(5) Atlanta. Ch April 11, 1968, a citizen call came 

through to the Atlanta Police Department reporting the missing 

white Mustang. According to this caller and another person, 

both interviewed by the FBI, the abandoned Mustang was parked . 

shortly before 9:00 a.m. April 5, 1968, by a lone man matching 

Galt’s description. The discovery of Galt’s Mustang inmediately 

caused agents to seek out any additional contacts by Galt in 

Atlanta (HQ 44-38861-989).

Because Galt was believed to use low cost rooming houses 

all such establishments were contacted for any sign of him. 

Success was found at Jimmie Dalton Gardner’s Rooming House

. where Galt registered March 24, 1968. Although Galt was

ncwhere to be found, he had left evidence behind. Found
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in his roan were a booklet, "Your Opportunities in Lock

smithing" and a collection of maps. One of these maps 

was of the city of Atlanta with the residence of Martin 

Luther King, Jr., and the headquarters of SCLC circled 

(HQ 44-38861-967).

Other evidence of Galt’s presence in Atlanta was 

received from the Piedmont Laundry where records showed 

he picked up laundry April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-3627).

(6) Galt Identified as James Earl Ray. Knowing that 

Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassination all con

ceivable modes of transportation in, around and out of 

Atlanta were checked (HQ 44-38861-907). However, Galt’s 

trail was cold; there was no evidence as to where he fled 

from Atlanta.

The Bureau became worried because with each passing 

hour Galt’s chances of avoiding capture became better and 

better. Therefore, the investigative emphasis shifted from 

following Galt’s trail to identifying Galt. In an effort 

to accomplish this the Bureau initiated a comparative search 

of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt’s 

(one fingerprint was recovered from the rifle; a second from 

the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found 

in Galt’s room) against fingerprints of white male fugitives. 

To be sure, the limitation to fugitives was purely speculative.
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However, the speculation paid off when on April 19, 1968, 

James Earl Ray’s fingerprint card compared identically 

(HQ 44-38861-1575).

' With the discovery that Eric Starve Galt was James 

Earl Ray, the investigation was redirected to a search 

of Ray’s whereabouts since the time of his April 23, 1967, 

escape fran Missouri State Prison. Through the -months of 

April and May the Ray-Galt steps were traced. Eventually, 

the Bureau was able to account for Ray’s whereabouts almost 

continuously since his escape. Nevertheless, his trail 

rsnained cold beyond Atlanta, on April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861

3509; and see Chronology infra).

In connection with their search, Ray’s family was 

identified, located, physically surveilled and periodically 

interviewed for information (E.G., HQ 44-38861-3987). Also, 

prison inmates and associates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861

3502) as well as his military record perused (HQ 44-38861-1616). 

.But, no clues developed. Ray’s family said they knew nothing; 

they had not heard fran nor been in contact with James and did 

not know of his whereabouts (Chicago 44-1114-27) . Prison 

inmates and associates told tales of bounties offered for 

the death of Dr. King but exhaustive investigations could not 

substantiate their claims (e.g., HQ 44-38861-3767).

Frustrated, the Director prepared a memorandum for the
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Attorney General dated May 13, 1968 in which he explains 

that extensive investigation has not resulted in any new 

developments beyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefore, the 

Director requested authorization for telephone and micro

phone surveillance on Ray family members. The request, 

however, was never acted upon (HQ 44-38861-3509).

(7) Passport Search. From an interview with a former 

cellmate of Ray’s at Missouri State Prison it was learned 

that Ray appreciated the ease with which a person living 

in Canada could obtain a false passport (HQ 44-38861-3889). 

Though it is not clear that the cellmate’s comments pre

cipitated a search of Canadian passports issued since Ray’s 

April 23, 1967-escape, it is known that on the request of 

the FBI Legat in Canada such a search was conducted by the 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A passport search was also 

conducted in Mexico and the United States (HQ 44-38861-4445).

Though the search went through a staggering number 

of applications and was based on the comparison of Ray’s 

photograph to those submitted with the application, it proved 

to be the necessary break in picking up Ray’s trail. At 

9:30 p.m. June 1, 1968, The Legal attache, Ottawa, 

Canada, called the Bureau to advise that after reviewing 

seme 175,000 applications the RCMP located a passport issued
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April 24, 1968 under the name Ramon George Sneyd which . 

contained a photograph very definitely similar to Ray 

(HQ 44-38861-4190).

The passport was filed by the Kennedy Travel 

Agency in Toronto, Canada. Incident to their investi

gation, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police contacted the 

travel agency and obtained a hand printed note from Sneyd 

concerning his application. The note together with the 

passport photo and a latent palm print were forwarded to 

the Bureau for laboratory examination which concluded that 

Ray and Sneyd were the same person (HQ 44-38861-4262, 4263).

(8) Ray Apprehended. The Kennedy Travel. Agency also 

provided information that Sneyd purchased a round trip air 

ticket from Toronto to London departing May 6 and returning 

May 21, 1968. But New Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd 

turned in the return portion of the fare and received a 

May 7, 1968 ticket to Lisbon, Portugal plus a $14.60 voucher 

(HQ 44-38861-4319).

Inmigration authorities in Lisbon were immediately 

contacted. It was learned that Ray had entered Lisbon 

May 7 but had exited for London May 17, 1968 (HQ 44-38861- 

4725).

Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Sneyd. At 

11:15 a.m., June 8, 1968, Ray was apprehended by officers of

-61-

NW65M0 PocM:32MSBB Page 245



o o
New Scotland Yard 'while he was passing through British 

inmigration offices in the London Airport. At the time 

he was planning a flight to Brussels, Belgium (HQ 44-38861- 

4616).

2. Alleged Conspiracies

Literally scores of alleged conspiracies were 

conmunicated to the Bureau. Fran the date of the assas

sination in April, 1968, even up to this -date, the FBI 

has been approached by numerous persons with stories 

which purport to identify a conspiracy to kill King. 

These stories involved the widest range of perpetrators 

and participants as well as motives. To the extent 

that these leads were pursued, the Bureau was put in 

the rather difficult position of conducting an investi

gation which ranged far beyond the concrete evidence 

that had already been obtained. When the leads were 

in fact bogus ones, the FBI was attempting to prove a 

negative in each reported case. With a controversial 

figure, such as Dr. King, the possibilities of conspiracy 

were numerous. Consequently, the Bureau's credibility 

would necessarily be strained, given its past relation

ship with the civil rights leader, unless each story was 

disproved. Yet the Bureau attempted to cover each lead.
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As previously stated, each SAC was held personally 

responsible for an expedited and thorough review.

Based on our review of the files, the task force 

is satisfied that the FBI did a credible and thorough 

job in attempting to identify any possible conspiracy 

or .persons who could have been involved in the murder. 

In each of the allegations received, the Bureau immediately 

interviewed the person who was the source of the allegation 

‘ where this was possible (i.e. where the source was not
I 

anonymous). In situations where the complaint was not an 

obvious hoax the Bureau then attempted immediately to 

•identify the alleged participants and interview then.

Where there was not a satisfactory explanation to dispel 

■ the al 1 egation concerning such matters as whereabouts or

associations, the Bureau then would check further. This 

does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the 

ultimate degree. Judgment based on experience dictated 

many of the decisions.

These judgments were also tendered by a critical 

factor. Within fifteen days after the murder, the FBI 

was convinced that Galt and Ray were the same person, 

that this individual purchased the rifle, rented the 

room across from the Lorraine Motel, and fired' the shot 

that killed Dr. King. While there were many other people
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who were antagonistic toward Dr. King and many who 

had apparently discussed killing him, any successful 

conspiracy would have to have involved Ray based on the 

evidence at hand. In all the years following the assas

sination, the investigation has failed to reveal any 

connection between any alleged conspirator (s) and James 

Earl Ray including those alleged by Ray himself. Indeed, 

the overwhelming evidence indicates that Ray was almost 

totally alone during the year after his escape fran the 

Missouri State Prison.

We have not addressed here the Bureau’s handling of 

particular conspiracy leads because of the large number of 

allegations involved. Bureau files can be checked .for each 

reported lead and the resulting investigation on that lead 

traced to its conclusion.
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C. The Story of James Earl Ray .

1. Chronology of Ray’s Activities On and 
After April 23, 1967 

On Sunday, the 23rd of April 1967, after he had 
. April 23, 1967

served, seven years of a twenty year sentence for armed

robbery in the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson

City, James Earl Ray escaped. When a truck appeared at 

the prison bakery where Ray worked, a bread box was 

carried onto the truck to be delivered to a nearby prison 

farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box, 

and later fled from the prison truck at a stop prior to its ’ 

*/ reaching the Renz prison farm. (3503; Huie, pp.24-27.) —

Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City
April 24-28 

(Huie, p.27). Cn the third day he burglarized a

trailer sitting by the Missouri River taking a blanket 

and food (Huie, p.27). For the next three nights he made 

his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas City

*/ Ray has provided varying accounts of his escape from 
prison and of his subsequent activities prior to apprehension. 
The task force’s most credible view of his statements has 
been used here. These admissions of Ray are found in He Slew 
the Dreamer, Huie, William Bradford, Delacorte Press, New York, 
1968 (hereinafter, Huie); All other citations herein are for 
serials in the Bureau's MURKIN file, HQ 44-38861. The task 
force has obtained xerox copies of Ray’s correspondence with 
Mr. Huie which reflect the admissions cited by Huie.
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Co a city large enough so he would not be noticed and

took a train to St. Louis. He then took a taxicab to

East St. Louis, called a friend who drove him to Edwards

ville whence he caught a bus for Chicago (Huie, p.28).

On May 3rd, Ray secured work for the next eight
May 3 

weeks as a dishwasher and cook’s helper at the Indian

Trail Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, and resided at 

2731 North Sheffield in Chicago under the name John L.
. June 5

Rayns. He purchased a 1959 Chrysler automobile from

a private owner on June 5th for $200 (5448). Cn
June 9

June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the
June 12

test on June 12th (5394) . Ray moved from his

Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on June 17th
’ .. June 17
where he paid one week’s rent (5118) . Ray was issued

a driver’s permit in the name of John L. Rayns for the
June 21

State of Illinois on June 21st (5394). During the week 

of June 19th Ray left his job, and requested that his 

final paycheck be forwarded to the Lunt Street address, 

which it was (5118).

Thereafter, on July 14, Ray purchased a 1962
July 14 

Plymouth automobile from a commercial dealer in East

St. Louis, Illinois, and transferred the licensed 

plates from the Chrysler to the Plymouth (5413; Huie, 

p.39). Leaving East St. Louis on July 15, Ray proceeded
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to Montreal, Canada, via Indianapolis, Detroit and July 15 

Windsor (Huie, p.40). His prime objective was 

allegedly to secure a Canadian passport (idem p.41) .

As John L.- Rayns, he registered for an overnight 

stay at the Bourgard Motel in Dorion, just west of 

Montreal (idem, p.43; 5437x). .

Next, Ray first used the alias Eric S. Galt July 19 

when he signed a six month lease for an apartment 

in the Harkay Apartments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in 

Montreal (2192; Huie, p.43). Ray then allegedly 

held up a food store stealing $1700 (Huie, p.47).

• The following day he spent $300 for new clothes at the

Tip Top Tailors, 488 St. Catherine West, had his hair 

cut and a manicure at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel (Huie, 

p.48). He also ordered on July 21st a $75 tailor -made 

suit at the English and Scotch Woolen Company (4692). 

(A month and a half later, by a letter from Birmingham 

dated September 6, 1967, this tailoring company was 

instructed by Ray to send the finished garment to him 

at his then Birmingham address.) Three days later Ray July 24 

ordered three sex books from Futura Books, Inc., in 

Inglewood, California, (2192), and on July 28th, he July 28 

enrolled in a correspondence course at the Locksmithing 

Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey (2068). Both natters 

were paid by Canadian money orders.
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Bay vacationed, beginning July 30th, at the July 30- 

August 5
Gray Bocks' Inn on lake Ouirmet in the Laurentian ' •

Mountains 'seeking, according to Bay, contact with 

a respectable woman to-vouch for him on a passport 

application. He was "picked up" by a-female Canadian 

Government employee and her girlfriend and spent the • 

next few days with them before leaving on August 7 th;

The two women followed, stayed overnight with Bay in August 7 

Montreal on August 7th, and then returned to their 

residences in Ottawa (Huie, pp.51-53; 5402). On 

August 9th, he purchased by money order a formula for August 9

making glass for a two-way mirror (2192). Then, on August 19

August 19th, Bay visited the government employee in 

Ottawa, but did not importune her to assist him on his 

passport application (Huie, p.54).

During the approximately two and one-half "Baoul"
. ■ contact

months of Bay’s stay in Canada.he relates meeting an dates July 18- 
Aug. 8 & through 

underworld character named "Baoul". After negotiations, 'Aug. 18 •

Bay stated to author Huie, that he engaged in smuggling 

operations with "Baoul" and then proceeded to Birmingham

to meet "Baoul" at the latter’s direction. Meanwhile, Aug. 18-20 

he stayed at the Town and Country Motel, Ottawa, from 

August 18th to August 20th (5502). Whatever nay be
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the truth of the story, Ray left Montreal, net his 

brother at Northbrooke, Illinois, gave his Plymouth 

car to his brother Jerry Ryan, (5413), proceeded '

from Northbrooke or Chicago to Birmingham, stayed 

August 26th at the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth August 26

Avenue as John L. Rayns (5400; Huie, p.61), and that 

same day also took a room in the name Eric S. Galt ’

at the Economy Rooms, 2608 Highland Avenue. (2324) . August 28 

Two days later Ray, as Galt, giving the -Highland 

Avenue address, rented safety deposit box No. 5517 

at the Main Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank 

(2323; Huie, p.62). The access record on this ■ ,

box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; from 

1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m. on Septeriber 5; from 11:05 

to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and from 10:16a.m.

to 10:19a.m. on September 28 (2323).

The purchase of a white 1966 Ford Mustang was August 29-30 

accomplished at the end of August by answering a 

newspaper ad on the 29th of August and paying $1995 in 

cash to William D. Paisley on the 30th (628). All 

this checks with the car purchase chronology Ray 

himself admitted to author William Bradford Huie 

(Huie, pp.61-63; Ray’s self-serving attribution of 

’’Raoul” as the one who directed him to buy the car 

and who supplied the cash is uncorroborated).
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Ray as Eric Starve* Galt, applied for and was September 6 

issued Alabama driver’s license No.2848947 (4143).

The signature matches the other handwritings of the 

same name (4143). At some point during his stay in 

Birmingham, Ray purchased a .38 revolver which was 

found on his person on his arrest in Heathrow Airport, 

London, England (1422).

On September 12th, Ray enrolled for 5 weekly September 12 

dance classes at the Continental Dance Club Studios 

(2324). The Modern Photographic Book Publishing 

Co. Inc., of New York City received a coupon order September 26 

from Eric S. Galt for a photo book (633) and a letter 

by Ray as Galt written September 26, asking that the -

book not be sent as he was moving and would give the 

changed address later (4143). The handwriting was 

identical with Ray’s (4143).

Ray purchased a bank draft fran the Exchange September 28 

Security Bank, 5 points’ South Branch, Birmingham 

payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and 

this accompanied an order on that company for a Kodak 

Super 8 movie camera, a projector, a splicer and a 20 

foot remote control cable; price $337.24 (1135). Then 

Ray typed a note to the film company seven days
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later in which he acknowledged receipt of the 'items 

he had ordered but returned the movie camera as the

wrong one; he stated he was leaving for Mexico on

October 7, and would send a new address to which

the correct movie camera could be forwarded (4143).

On September 30th, Ray paid only for his room. (2118) . ■

Ray, as Galt, was issued Alabama license tags October 6 

No. 1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham for tfexico

on October 6 (Huie, p.66). On the 8th of October, October 8

Ray purchased a 30 day Mexican auto insurance policy October 10

(1904). He reached Acapulco on October 10th, proceeded October 15 

to Guadalajara on October 15th and left there on

the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, October 18

•arriving in Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (5496). He October 19

registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86

on this date; his "Galt" signature and writings match October 22

his other Galt writings (4143). Galt typed a letter

to the. film company to ask for a refund to the Puerto

Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera

which had been mailed meanwhile to his vacated

Birmingham address (4143) . Again the written signature 

on this note matched the. string of "Galt" signatures'. •

(4143). For sane reason (Huie says Ray said he wanted November 6-13
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a week in a more expensive room in a hotel on the 

beach.) (Huie, p.81), Ray switched hotels, going 

from the Rio to the Hotel Tropicana (1219). He 

spent most of his time in the period from October 

19 to November 13, 1967, with a girlfriend, Irma 

Morales, whose true name is Manuela Aguirre Medrano 

(1219), and possibly another female named Nina

(Huie, p.8).

Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to Los November 14

Angeles where he rented an apartment at 1535 North

Serrano Avenue on the 19th of November. (668; Huie,

p.85). He then wrote a typed letter to the Superior November 19

Bulk Film Conpany, Chicago, to forward to his new 

address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak 

movie camera; the signature on this letter matches 

the other '’Galt'’ signatures. (4143).

. In this second week of his stay in Los Angeles, November 27

Ray began a series of six visits to a clinical December 14

psychologist, Dr. Mark 0. Freeman, in hopes of November 27

overcoming his shyness, gaining social confidence, November 30 

learning self-hypnosis to gain relaxation, sleep and December 4, 
6, 11, & 14 

remember things better. ’ .
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Apparently, in a further self-improvement step,

Ray enrolled in a course of dancing instructions with December 5 

the owner of the National Donee Studio, 2026 Pacific

Avenue, long Beach, California (4143). On December

13th, Ray wrote his Birmingham bank to close his December 13

safety deposit box (2323) . He paid $100 on the December 14

dancing lesson contract on the 14th of December, left 

laundry at the Avalon Cleaners & Laundry, Inc.,

5662, Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, on the following December 15 

day-ticket No.31053 and laundry mark "20R-3" made 

by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143); and also 

on December 15th Ray, as Galt still, began a round 

trip drive with Charles J. Stein, 5666 Franklin 

Avenue, Los Angeles, to New Orleans in Ray’s white 

Mustang to pick up Stein’s sister's two small children

(4143) . Stein and Ray arrived in New Orleans on the December 17 

17th, the latter registering at the Provincial Hotel, 

1024 Chartes Street, Room 126 (5399). The ’’Galt" 

registration card signature matched the string of 

such signatures in Ray's odyssey and he further 

recorded that he was driving a Mustang with Alabane 

license No. 1-38993 and gave his address as 2608 

Highland Avenue, Birmingham (4143) . ■
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Ray checked out before the 1:00p.m. checkout 

time on the 19th and, with the two children and . 

Charles Stein, made the return trip to Los Angeles 

arriving by the 21st of December when he took the 

first of the series of dancing lessons he had 

signed up for. The next day he picked up his 

laundry. Four more dancing lessons are recorded 

next (4143).

Cn December 28, 1967, Ray first indicated 

his interest in immigrating to Africa, and more 

particularly to a white ruled area, by writing a 

letter of inquiry to Mr. John Acord, Chairman, 

Anerican-Southern African Council, 800 Fourth St., 

S.W., Washington, D.C.; the signature of Galt 

matched up with the other Galt writings. (4143).

Ray said he visited Las Vegas on New Year's 

Day. (Huie, p.96). Dance’lessons are documented ■ 

on the 2nd and 3rd days of 1968 (2325). Gait 

bought Bank of America money order No.0799 18037 

in the amount of $15 from the Hollywood Western 

Branch payable to the Locksmithing Institute (2325). 

The FBI lab made the usual writing natch up on the 

signature (4143). Meanwhile Ray showed up regularly 

for dance lessons (2325). On January 19th Ray signed

December 19

December 21

December 22

December 25, 
26,27&28

1968
January 1,2&3

January 8

January 9,11,15, 
16&L8
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up for a bartending course at the International School 

of Bartending 2125 Sunset Boulevard (2325); his 

application signature fits his other Galt signatures 

(4143). He left his laundry at the Heme Service 

laundry and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard 

(2325, cites laundry list No.3065 in E. Galt's name 

with Thermo Seal sticker 02B-6, the marking on the 

T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front 

door of Canipe's Amusement Co. in Memphis, April 4, 

1968).

On January 21, 1968, Bay changed his lodgings 

to Boom 403 of the St. Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood 

Boulevard (2325). On the 22nd and on the 23rd, 25th, 

29th, 30th, 31st, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Bay 

regularly attended dance lessons (2325). He attended 

bartending school through to March 2, 1968. He bought January 29 

two Bank of America money orders on the 29th of January, 

one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a 

female pen pal and the second to pay for a nail 

forwarding service (1500). Each transaction created 

a handwriting match as did a Bank of America money order 

No.0799 17281 payable to the Locksmithing Institute, January 31 

Little Falls, New Jersey (2325) .
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Ray’s 1966 white Mustang with Alabama license

No. 1-38993 registered in Alabama under the alias ‘

Galt was serviced on the 13th at a Chevron Station, 

1506 North Normandie Avenue, Los Angeles with mileage 

at 34,185. Another undated servicing some 200 miles 

later occurred at Cort Fox Ford Co., 4531 Hollywood 

Boulevard in Los Angeles (2325). .

Ray attempted to increase his social life by February 17 ’ 

writing and sending his photograph to a woman listed 

by "The Local Swinger" which listing was secured for 

$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 5 such letters ,(4143). The 

Galt signature was added to the FBI’s matchups and February 26 

Ray’s photograph secured. For reading material, 

Ray ordered books from Futura Books paying by money 

order No.0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500). The 

signature matchup was made (4143). On this same day 

Ray made a money order payment No.0799 19701 to the 

Locksmithing Institute (2325). He sent another, 

No.0799 19704, for the "Locksmith’s Ledger" with 

matching signature (2325); he sent two money orders, 

Nos.0799 19702 and 0799 19703, and a letter order to 

Tiffany Enterprises, 8512 Whitworth Drive in Los Angeles, 

a mail order bouse, for one pair of Japanese handcuffs 

(1500), with signatures matchable on two of the three 

documents (4143).
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At intervals in his stay in Los Angeles, Ray 

had plastic surgery done to change his appearance 

(author Huie puts this treatment as on March 3, 7 and 

11, 1968, Huie, pp.107-8); he visited a psychologist

hypnotist, Reverend Von Koss on January 4, 1968 ■ 

(Huie, p.102), and allegedly sane seven other ’ 

psychiatrists, hypnotists or scientologists.

According to author Huie, he frequented a bar known 

as the Rabbit’s Foot Club and on one night became 

involved in a racial argument followed by a mugging in 

which he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit jacket, 

car keys and driver’s license (Huie, p.96-98). According 

to author Huie citing Ray as his source, Ray telephoned 

Alabama and had a duplicate license issued; this was 

forwarded fran his former Birmingham address to California 

.and received there about March 10, 1968 (Huie, p.98).

"Galt" was graduated frcm the bartending school March 2 

on the 2nd of March. His picture was taken' with the 

school operator and Ray closed his eyes to make recogni

tion more difficult (4143; Huie, p.104).

A postal money .order No.l, 916,211,078 was sent March 8 

to the Locksmithing Institute as a periodic payment on 

the correspondence course Ray was taking (1428). The 

signature matchup was made. (4143.) •
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Raiy listed a change of address on ?hrch 17 

with the St. Francis Hotel, giving his forwarding 

address as General Delivery, Ifein Post Office 

Atlanta, Georgia (4143). Presumably'he "left 

Ids Angeles in his white Mustang on this date, 

proceeding to New Orleans where he left a box 

of clothing for Marie Martin's little daughter, 

Marian de Grassee, at Charles Stein’s cousin 

Theresa Stone’s residence, 4019 Royal Street (4143; 

Huie, p. 108).

Fran New Orleans, Ray drove to Selma, Alabama March 22 

(5502), (where Ray began to stalk Dr. King according 

to Huie’s statement of Ray’s admission on this) and, March 23 

after an overnight stay there, he went on to Montgomery, March 24 

to Birmingham and finally to Atlanta, Georgia (Huie, p. 

112).

In Atlanta, Ray rented room Ito.2 in a rooming March 24 

house at 113-14th Street, N.E. from ’the operator, 

Jimmy Delton Garner (1033). He stayed there until March 28 

March 28 on which day, while still in Atlanta, he 

purchased U.S. Postal money order No.5,615,057,923 pay

able to the Locksmithing Institute (1428). The Galt 

signature was a matchup (4143).
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On the 29th Ray appeared at the Aeromarine Supply March 29 

Conpany, 5701 Airport Highway in Birmingham, Alabama, 

and using the alias Harvey Lownyer purchased a Remington March 30 

.243 caliber rifle, Model 700 with a 2x-7x Redfield 

telescopic sight mounted on it (432). Almost certainly 

because the breech of the .243 caliber weapon was-caked 

with a hardened preservative (cosiroline) and could not 

be loaded, Ray returned it the following day (not having 

fired it). He explained that his "brother" didn't like 

it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Model 760, 30-06 

caliber Remington. The scope ws transferred to the 

latter rifle. Throughout these transactions the package 

for either rifle was a Browning shotgun carton which was 

large enough to hold the scope-equipped Remingtons (432).

The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jinny Delton March 31 

Garner stated he had Ray print his name (Eric S. Galt) on 

an old envelope at Garner’s request so that Garner could 

transfer the name properly to his official records; the. 

handprinting is a matchup with other Galt-Ray printing 

sanpies (1033). .
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Using che name Eric Gale, Ray left his laundry April 1 

and dry cleaning at the Piedmont Laundry pickup

station, 1168 Peachtree, N.W. in Atlanta (4143). IWo April 3

days later, as Eric S. Galt, Ray on April 3 registered

into Room 34 at the Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar

Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee (the distance between Atlanta 

and Memphis by the most convenient route is 398 miles); 

he gave 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham as his address 

and he noted on the registration card that he was driving • 

a Mustang with Alabama license No. 1-38993 (4143). His 

signature was a match to the other identified Galt signa

tures (4143). Qa this same day, Ray purchased’a safety April 3 , 

razor and shaving supplies at the Rexall Drug Store in 

the Whitehaven suburb of Memphis (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A- 

Sec. 1; Huie, p.129).

Ray left the Rebel Motel before the 1p.m. ■ April 4.

checkout time on April 4th (4143) . At some point 3-3:30p.m.

between 3p.m. and 3:30p.m. on the 4th, a man 

generally answering Ray’s description rented Room 5-B 

at- 422 1/2 South Main Street, Memphis, in the name of 

John Willard (idem. 33). Ray admits to having been in 

the room with ”Raoul” whom he first said rented the 

room using the ’’Willard” alias he, Ray, supplied (Huie, 

p.115). In another letter to Huie, Ray states he himself 4:00p.m.
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rented the room using the alias John Willard (Huie, p. 

30). Bay went out to the York Arms Company Store then 

located at 162 South Main Street and purchased a pair 

of Bushnell binoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143); ’

Ray was identified by the salesman at York Arms and 

Ray admits to having been to the sports store 'and to 

having made the purchase of the binoculars (Huie, p. 

115). By 5p.m. at the latest, Ray had returned to 

the rooming house, parked his Mustang and had taken 

his zipper bag and bedspread to Room 5-B (Huie, p.115); 

by-necessary inference, because it was admittedly .

brought down from there, and dropped on the sidewalk, 

the 30-06 rifle bad been taken up to Room 5-B at this ■

time or just before Ray's trip to the York Arms Co.

Store (See Huie, p.114 and p.131; 4143).

As detailed in the discussion of the course of 

the FBI investigation ante at pp. 48-50, the assassin fled 

from the common bathroom at the rear of’ the rooming 

house after firing the shot that killed Dr. King. The 

assassin could have cleared and undoubtedly did clear 6:03:50p.m.

the corridor and the stairs to the street in about 45 

seconds. In another 15 seconds at the outside he could 

have reached and undoubtedly did reach Ray's white
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Mustang after dropping Ray's bag, the rifle Ray bought 

and bearing only his fingerprints and the bedspread which 

Ray adnits taking up to Room 5-B (Staff reenactment;

Huie, p.115). According to a post-conviction statement by 

Ray to then Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field 

Office, Robert Jensen, roomer Charles Stephens had a 

good look at Ray in the rooming house (5622; Interview of 

Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App. B).

. On the street Guy Warren Canipe, Jr., in his place 

of business, Canipe Amusement Co.,, at 424 South Main Street 

heard a thud near the front door of his store, looked up 

to see a white-male walk rapidly past his store going 

south (right to left to someone inside the store) and,, 

with the two customers in his store, went to the front 

door where they observed a small white car, a Mustang 6:04p.m.. 

according to the two customers, pull, away going north 

(left to right) from a curb side parking place just south 

of Canipe‘s store (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A-Sec.l; -cf.

Huie, p.131).

According to Ray's admission to author Huie, Ray April 4, 
~ 1968

drove south into Mississippi and then turned east through 

Birmingham reaching Atlanta about 6a.m. on April 5th April 5, 
“ ’ 1968

(Huie, p.132). He abandoned the white Mustang. On the
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table in the roan at the Atlanta rearing house, he left 

a letter about South Africa from the John Birch Society 

in California and a copy of the Free Press from Los „ 

Angeles to divert the FBI’s attention to California 

while he fled to Canada (Huie,, p.133). Ray picked up . 

his laundry at the Piedmont Laundry pick-up station at 

1168 Peachtree N.E. in Atlanta on the 5th of April' (4697). 

He then took a bus departing Atlanta just after noon on 

the 5th and arrived in Cincinnati at about 1:30a.m. on 

the 6th of April. After a one hour layover which he 

stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Ray 

continued by bus to Detroit where he arrived at about 

8a.m. (Huie, p.135). He crossed by taxi into Canada 

arriving in Windsor an hour or so before noon and 

proceeded from there to Toronto by train arriving at 

about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p.135). He rented a roan at 

102 Ossington Avenue without giving his name (5502;

Huie, p.135).

On the 8th of April Ray began the process of 

securing a Canadian passport. -He picked two names, 

Paul Edward Bridgman and Ramon George Sneyd, frem the 

announcements of births in newspapers for the year 

1932 at the public library (Huie, p.137). He made an

April 5, 
1968 

between 
9:00a.m. & 
10:00a.m.

approx.
1:00p.m.

April 6, 
1968 

1:30a.m. 
2:30a.m.

between 10 
and 11a.m.

approx.
5p.m.

approx.
6p.m.

April 8, 
1968

April 10, 
1968
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application for a duplicate' birth certificate in each of 

these names on April 10 and on the following day had April 11, 
1968 

a passport picture taken in the name of Bridgman and 

then to provide a separate mailing address for the

expected replies as to Sneyd, he rented a room at April 16,
’ 1968

962 Dundas Street in the name of Sneyd on April 16th 

(5502; Huie, p.141). On the same day he executed an 

application in the name Paul Bridgman with his,. Ray's 

102 Ossington Avenue address as the person to be 

notified in case of emergency (Huie, p.143). The 

Kennedy Travel Agency of Toronto handled the processing 

of the application for Ray (5502) . On the 19th Ray April 19, 
1968

moved to the Dundas Street address (5502).

The fingerprints; of "Eric S. Galt" were found to April 19, 
1968 

be a match with those of James Earl Ray after a search

of the print file on Fugitive Felons.

According to author Huie he gleaned from Ray that;

Ray visited four bars on the 21st in order to watch the

TV show "The FBI" (Huie, p.147). He found the show tuned 

in at the fourth place he tried and learned that he had 

made the Ten Most Wanted List with an international "look-

out"as to Ray (Huie, p.147). He checked out of the 

Ossington Avenue room on the. 19th (Huie, p.147).
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On April 2^- the Canadian passport in the name of 

Ramon George Sneya was issued to Ray (Huie, p.148). Ray 

purchased a round trip ticket to London and departed 

on May 6, 1968 (Huie, p.149). Fran London Ray took a 

plane to Lisbon where he spent-10 days looking for a ' 

passage to Angola (Huie, p.150). When he was unable 

to do so he returned to London after first getting' his 

passport replaced at the Canadian Enbassy in Lisbon to 

correct the spelling of the name Sneyd (instead of Sneya) 

(5502; Huie, p.150).

Ray returned to London and spent his time trying 

to find a way to join a mercenary force (Huie, p.150). 

Lb this end he bought a plane ticket to Brussels and was 

in the process of meeting his plane at the Heathrow Airport 

■when he was apprehended on June 8, 1968, by detectives frccn 

New Scotland Yard (4346,4368; Huie, p. 15 0-151). The arrest 

was made on the basis of use of a fradulent passport and 

carrying a concealed weapon, i.e., the loaded .38 caliber 

Japanese-make revolver found on his person at Heathrow 

(4346,4368; Huie, p.l51)/

This chronology has been canpiled from data in FBI 

reports and Ray’s letters to author William Bradford Huie. 

It was hoped by the task force that we would have an

Anri' 
1968 ' ’

May 6, 
1968

May 16, 
1968

W 17, 
1968

June 8, 
1968
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opccrcuniT/ co go over the facts with James Earl Say 

himself. Accordingly, after the United States Supreme 

Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on 

December 13, 1976, a verbal request was made to Ray's 

Attorney, James H. Lesar, for an opportunity to interview 

Ray. Lesar stated that he was writing Ray a letter that 

day and would advise him of our desire to interview him 

and leave the natter up to him (Interview of James H. 

Lesar, December 14, 1976, App. B). Also, the task force 

sent Ray a letter on December 15, 1976, via his attorney 

requesting an interview (See letter to James Earl Ray, 

Decsriber 15, 1976, App. A, Ex.14). While no answer to 

our letter was received, Ray sent the task force a copy of 

a letter addressed to his attorney. Ray attached a copy 

of a complaint he recently filed in a civil action and 

stated in the letter to his attorney that: "I agree with 

your advice opposing the interview. It would appear that 

this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their 

book writing collaborators, e.g., Gerold Frank, George 

McMillian, et al." (See letter to James H. Lesar, December 20, 

1976, App. A, Ex.15).

Absent a statement to us frcm Ray, four existing Ray 

explanations were compared and are here briefly noted.
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First, no one, other than his attorneys talked with 

Ray before the plea bargaining -resulted in his conviction 

of the First Degree murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., and 

sentencing in open court on March 10, 1969, before Judge 

W. Preston Battle, .Criminal Court of Shelby County, 

Tennessee (See Transcript App. A, Ek. 16). At that- time, 

on voir dire, Judge Battle asked Ray: "Are you pleading 

guilty to Murder in the First Degree in this case because 

you killed Dr. -Martin’ luther King under such circumstances 

that would make you legally guilty of Murder in the First 

Degree under the law as explained to you by your lawyers?" 

' Ray answered: "Yes."

Ray then acknowledged that he was pleading guilty 

freely, voluntarily and understandingly. He and his 

artwnpv Patpv Enraman ini rial ad the nonv of these 

questions and answers. Ray also signed a detailed 

stipulation confessing that he fired the fatal shot (5506).

The task force observes that the only way one can 

be "legally guilty" of first degree murder is when one 

accomplishes, or aids or assists in the accomplishment, of 

the wrongful killing of a human being with premeditation 

and malice aforethought. Thus, Ray has judicially confessed 

that he intended to and did kill Dr. King.
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Second, Pay reiaced in writing co author Huie a 

story of his odyssey from Missouri State Prison to Memphis 

which acknowledged that he bought the murder weapon, made 

his way to Memphis, rented the room there at 422 South 

Main on April 4, 1968, using the alias "John Willard," 

waited in the white Mustang, and drove "Raoul" away from 

the crime scene after the murder wholly unaware of the 

killing of Dr. King. In this version "Raoul", or "Roual", 

is the mysterious killer whom Ray thought to be an 

international gun-runner; Ray bought the murder weapon for 

"Raoul" thinking it was to be displayed to prospective 

Mexican buyers in Room 5-B of the "flop house" on South 

Main Street (Huie, p.130-131).

Third, in a statement read on a program of Station 

KMOX-TV St. Louis, Missouri, in August of 1969 by his 

brother Jerry, James Earl Ray was quoted as alleging that 

he was the innocent victim, "the fall guy" of a scheme by 

the EBI (Memphis 44-1987 Sub M-665). This description of 

the crime contains no reference to Raoul.

Fourth, the most recent story available to the 

task force is reported as the result of a four hour interview 

by Wayne Chastain, Jr., for the Pacific News Service, 

October 20, 1974. It is to the effect that Ray was "set up
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as a patsy'* for "Raoul.” It proceeds along the same lines 

as the tale told by Ray to author Huie that there was to 

be a meeting at the rooming house at 6p.m. with an 

international gun runner. Ray was instructed by Raoul to 

have .the white Mustang at the curb for “Raoul’s” use that 

evening. Ray, however, drove away from the area at about 

6:00p.m. to get air in a low tire and found police swarming 

all over the place when he tried to return at 7:05p.m. He 

could not park, was turned back by police and learned only 

after driving 100 miles into Mississippi that he had been 

associated with the men who killed Dr; King (The Assassinations, 

Dallas and Beyond, Edited by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hock 

and Russell Stetler, Random House, 1976, pp.315-317).

Ihe task force views the exculpatory content of these 

varying and patently self-serving tales to be unbelievable. 

Ihe varying details are materially self-refuting. Ray first 

admits full guilt. He then says he waited innocently at the 

curb and took off after the shot with "Raoul” as a passenger. 

He next says he was the catspaw of the FBI. And finally, 

he and the Mustang were.hbt in the area when the shot was 

fired and he never saw “Raoul" after the event.

Ihe eye witnesses to the “get away", saw only one 

•man who ressribled Ray. Ihe man left in a hurry in a white 

Mustang as Ray admitted doing in version lumber two. We 

concluded Ray was lying about the existence of a "Raoul”.
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Ray's stipulated judicial confession oonports in 

detail with the facts disclosed by the investigation and 

the failure of the self-serving stories persuasively 

undermines the likelihood of any conspiracy.
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2. Motive

James Earl Ray, born 1928, was raised under ' 

difficult circumstances. His parents were poor, unedu- 
z 

cated and generally resided in areas surrounded by 

criminal activity. Ray did not achieve a high school 

education, nor did he attend any vocational institution? 

After enlisting in the arity in 1946, Ray did not meet the 

military’s standards and was discharged in 1948 for lack . 

of adaptability. (HQ 44-38861-3333, 3987).

Thus, at the age of twenty-one, he had a very limited 

education, was not trained or skilled at any particular job, 

and was a reject of the military establishment. Thereafter, 

he proceeded to participate in and be apprehended for a 

number of criminal actions for which he would be incarcerated 

for fourteen of the next eighteen years until his escape from 

the Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967. Ray’s criminal 

activities included robbery, forgery and burglary (HQ 44-38861

4143). He was not known to have been involved in crimes where 

victims or witnesses were physically harmed.

*FBI files disclosed that James Earl Ray has an 10 of 105 
(HQ 44-38861-3503).
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In March 1968/ James Earl Pay was forty years

old and was never known to have had a serious relation

ship with a man or woman during his adult life. Although 

he was about to counit a very infamous crime of assassina

tion, neither his childhood, his military years nor his 

adult life of crime and imprisonment signaled such action. 

His criminal activities were not those- of a hired or self- 

acconplished premeditated murderer. Why then would James 

Earl Ray murder Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.?

An analysis of Ray’s-prison records and interviews 

with his prison inmates reveals some probative facts with 

respect to a motive. For example, in 1955 Ray was incar

cerated in the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas 

for forgery of post office money orders. On September 12, 

1957, Ray was approved for the honor farm at Leavenworth, 

but was never transferred there because he refused to live 

in the integrated dormitory at the farm (HQ 44-38861-1678) 

Thus, he was supposedly willing to sacrifice this benefit 

and its accompanying privileges to avoid association with 

black prisoners. .

An inmate with Ray at Missouri State Penitentiary 

for approximately three years, stated that Ray hated 

Negroes. He further stated that Ray had said that 

all the Negro prisoners inside the penitentiary should
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be killed. He also responded that on several occasions

Ray had said he would kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

if the price were right. In 1966, there was a riot at 

the penitentiary. Three blacks were killed. The inmate 

would not state whether Ray had participated in the 

killings. He did say that, if Ray had not,' he would ' 

definitely know who had killed the prisoners. He also ' 

said that he would not be surprised if he acted without, 

being paid for the killing. It should be noted that another 

prisoner who was a chef at MSP and Ray’s boss for six years, 

stated that this inmate was a good friend of Ray and he also 

hated Negroes. (HQ 44-38861-4443). ’

A second inmate with Ray at the Missouri State 

Penitentiary from 1960 until 1965, claimed that he 

recalls that Ray was glad when President Kennedy was killed 

and stated "that is one nigger-loving S.O.B that got shot". 

The prisoner also advised that Ray disliked Negroes. During 

the time period when King was leading demonstrations and 

marches Ray would become aggravated'and upset when reading 

this information in newspapers to the point that he would 

curse King and the Negroes. He further stated he had heard 

prison rumors that Ray was supposed to have killed three 

black prisoners at the penitentiary. Finally, he related
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that in 1963 Hay mace the remark that he was going to 

get Martin Luther King when he got out of prison. 

(HQ 44-38861-2678, 2791).

A third inmate at MSP from 1962 until 1965, 

described Ray as a "lone Wolf" who never trusted 

anyone. He stated that Ray was a racist and was heard 

many times discussing his dislike of Negroes. Another 

prisoner became acquainted with Ray in 1965 and said that 

Ray ccnmented if he ever got out of jail he was going to 

make himself a "bunch of money," and Ray further said a 

"Businessmen's Association" had offered $100,000 for 

killing Martin Luther King. This prisoner said that 

Ray did not know what the "Businessmen’s Association" 

was, but he intended to find out. (HQ 44-38861-4143).

A cellmate with Ray in 1955 at Kansas City who 

later served prison time with Ray at Leavenworth, Kansas, 

was also incarcerated with Ray at MSP. He stated that 

during the period when President Kennedy was assassinated 

the movements of Dr. Martin Luther King became .the topic 

of conversation at the penitentiary. Many prisoners heard 

that businessmen had raised a considerable amount of money, 

about one million dollars, as a bounty on King’s head. He 

further stated that Ray mentioned a dozen times that had he 

known about the bounty on John F. Kennedy’s head and 

had he been free he would have collected it; and, if he
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cot out in time and King were still alive, he would get 

the bounty on King (HQ 44-38861-4143). A prisoner 

who was at MSP from 1958 through 1965 stated Pay did 

not like Negroes and was capable of killing Dr. Martin . 

Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-4143).

Hay’s psychological background is also a very 

important avenue of review. As a result of a voluntary 

psychiatric examination in 1966, Hay was described as . 

having a sociopathic personality, antisocial type with 

anxiety and depressive features (IQ 44-38861-3505). In 

1954, a prison sociologist stated that Hay's delinquencies 

seem due to impulsive behavior, especially when drinking 

(HQ 44-38861-3335). These characteristics and Garments 

about Hay support the opinion of psychologist Dr. Mark 

Freeman. While Ray was in Los Angeles he was a patient 

of Dr. Freeman. Dr. Freeman believes that Ray was potentially 

capable of assassination, was a self-motivated person who 

could act alone, and likely fantasized on being someone 

important. ‘

There were two matters involving Ray and blacks 

virile outside prison which shed sane light on whether his 

hatred of blacks and need for importance and profit could 

have motivated him to murder. While in Ifexico in the fall
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of 1967, Pay associated with a Mexican wcman, Irma 

Morales, in the City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales admitted 

spending considerable time with him and recalls an incident 

that took place on Sunday, October 29th. She and Ray were 

- - seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four 

blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated 

at another table. She stated that Ray kept goading the 

blacks for some reason. Thereafter, Ray left his table 

to go to his car, and when he returned he asked her to 

feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his 

pocket. Ray stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the 

blacks. He then continued to be insulting and when the 

blacks left he stated he wanted to go after them. Morales, 

however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to 
« >*

check the establishment and Ray stated he wanted nothing to 

do with the police, thereby terminating the incident (HQ ‘44

38861-2073). .

A second incident took place during Ray’s stay in 

Los Angeles. James E. Morrison, a bartender at the Rabbit’s 

Foot Club there, identified Ray as a frequent customer. 

Morrison said that on one occasion Ray became engaged in a 

political discussion with him regarding Robert Kennedy and 

George Wallace. Ray became rather incensed and vehemently 

supported Wallace. On another occasion, Ray had had a
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discussion with Pat Goodsell, a frequent female customer, 

concerning blacks and the civil rights movement. Ray became 

very involved and began dragging Goodsell towards the door 

saying, ”1’11 drop you off in Watts and we’ll see how you 

like it there” (HQ 44-38861-3557). Ray then supposedly went 

outside and had to fight two persons, one being black (Huie, 

pp. 96-98). ‘

Thus, it seers clear that Ray openly displayed a 

strong racist attitude towards blacks. ' While in prison, 

Ray stated he would kill Dr. King if given the opportunity 

and Ray was prepared to threaten or attack blade persons 

in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, with a weapon for apparently 

a racial reason. These events and occurrences leading to 

the assassination of Dr. King and the assassination itself 

certainly do not illustrate a single, conclusive motive. 

Yet, Ray’s apparent hatred for the civil rights movement, 

his possible yearning for recognition, and a desire for a 

potential quick profit may have, as a whole, provided 

sufficient impetus for him to act, and to act alone.

3. Sources Of Funds 
*

Shortly after the search for Ray began, it was 

recognized that he had traveled extensively following his 

escape from the Missouri Penitentiary. Moreover, in addition
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to normal living expenses, Ray had made several sub

stantial purchases, e.g., cars, photo equipment, dance 

lessons (See, List of known expenditures, App. A, Ex. 4). 

These expenditures suggested that he had financial assist

ance and herice possible co-conspirators. Therefore, the 

Bureau was particularly interested in determining his 

sources of incane. On April 23, 1968, the Director advised 

all field divisions to consider Ray as a suspect in any 

unsolved bank robberies, burglaries or armed robberies 

occurring after April 23, 1967. The results were negative.

On April 29, 1968, the Director in a teletype to 

all SAC's ordered that all law enforcement agencies which 

maintained unidentified latent fingerprints be contacted 

and requested that fingerprints of Ray be ccmpared in order 

to determine his past whereabouts and possibly establish 

his source of funds. Again, negative results were obtained. 

The Director, on May 14, 1968, reminded all field divisions 

that Ray had spent "a considerable amount of money from April 

23, 1967 until April 4, 1968, and advised that a source for 

these monies had not been determined. The Director ordered 

that photographs of Ray be displaced to appropriate witnesses 

in unsolved bank robberies and bank burglaries. These efforts 

and all others to date, with one exception, have proved 

fruitless.
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As a result of one of Huie’s Look articles, the ■ 

Bureau did ascertain that Ray had been employed at a 

restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, for approximately eight 

weeks. As a dishwasher and cook’s helper, Ray had received 

checks totaling.$664 from May 7, 1967 through June 25, 1967 

(See, list of known income, App. A, Ex. 5)., This is the 

only known source of income for Ray following his prison 

escape. Reports from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

indicated no known robberies or burglaries which could be 

connected with Ray, nor did Mexican authorities notify 

the Bureau of any criminal activity which could be associ

ated with Ray. The Bureau investigated the possibility 

that Ray participated in a bank robbery at Alton, Illinois, 

in 1967, but it was established that he was not a partici

pant. '

Ray related to author Huie that he robbed a food 

store in Canada, and that an individual named "Raoul" 

furnished him funds on a continuous basis for various 
I 5

undertakings. These matters were actively pursued by the 

Bureau but have never been corroborated by them. Nor have 

they been corroborated by private inquiries of writers and 

journalists. It is the Bureau’s opinion that Ray most likely 

committed on a periodic basis several robberies or burglaries 

during this period in order to support himself. Ray’s criminal
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background does lend credence to this theory.

The task force interviewed Ray’s brother, Jerry 

Ray (See, Interview of Jerry Ray, Decenber 20, 1976, App. 

B). He stated that to his knowledge family members did 

not provide James with any funds. Jerry admitted he met 

with his brother two or three times during his employment 

at the Winnetka restaurant and advised that he, not James, 

paid for their eating and drinking expenses. However, 

when Jerry again saw his brother on his return from Canada 

in August, 1967, James did have some money because it was 

he who paid for their expenses which included a motel room. 

Jerry added that James also gave him his car cccrmenting 

that he would purchase a more expensive car in Alabama. 

Jerry stated he was unaware of where his brother had 

obtained his money as well as the amount of money he had 

at -this time.

Accordingly, the sources for Ray’s funds still 

remain a nystery today.
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4. Family Contacts and Assistance

Our review of the files indicated that the FBI 

had no hard evidence linking Janes Ray to any conspiracy 

to kill Dr. King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau 

apparently discounted the significance of any contact 

between Ray and his family. As the Chicago case agent 

told us, it is not unusual for a fugitive or a person 

who has conmitted a- given crime to be in touch with 

family menbers. While such contact may render the actions 

of the family menber criminally liable, it is not generally 

pursued absent some evidence of direct participation in the 

crime.

However, in light of the fact that a good deal 

of mystery still surrounds James Ray and the assassination, 

particularly the means by which he financed his life style 

and travels, we concluded that on the basis of the infor

mation which was uncovered, the Bureau should have pursued 

this line of the investigation more thoroughly.

The connection of the Ray family to the crime against 

Dr. King may have been nonexistent. This does not alter the 

fact, however, that the FBI discovered that the subject of • 

the largest manhunt in history had been aided in his fugitive 

status by at least one family menber. This and other facts 

suggestive of family assistance became clear as the Bureau’s 

investigation progressed.
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First, John and Jerry Ray had significant contacts 

with James while he was in Missouri State Penitentiary 

(MSP) at Jefferson City, Missouri. Jerry Ray visited 

James three or four times and had borrowed money from 

James on at least one occasion during his confinement 

(Chicago 44-1144 Sub G-17). John Ray visited or attempted 

to visit James Ray while at MSP on at least nine occasions. 

The last visit took place on April 22, 1967, the day before 

Ray escaped (HQ 44-338861-4503). The Bureau also discovered, 

that while in prison at MSP James Ray had a fellow inmate 

send a money order to a fictitious company (Albert J. Pepper 

Stationary Co.) in St. Louis, Missouri. The money was sent 

to the address of Carol Pepper (sister and business partner 

of John Ray) where she resided with her husband Albert. 

James Ray had told the inmate who sent the money that it was 

a way of getting money out of the prison (HQ 44-38861-2614).

Second, James Earl Ray was seen by several people in 

both the St. Louis and Chicago areas during the period 

immediately after his escape. In St. Louis (where John 

Ray was living) two former inmates at MSP, stated that they 

had seen James Ray on separate occasions. One stated that 

he had seen Ray three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas 

City, 44-760-786). The other saw Ray entering a bank with 

Jimnie Owens and spoke briefly with Ray as they entered
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(HQ 44-38861-3483). In the Chicago area where Jerry Bay 

was living, the Bureau discovered that James Bay had 

purchased a car on June 5, 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Sub D 

Ex. 85) and had worked in Winnetka, Illinois. Ray's 

employers also told Bureau agents that James Ray had 

received several calls, fran a man claiming to be Ray's 

brother immediately prior to James' departure from his 

job. They stated that these calls had a visibly disturbing 

effect on James Ray (Chicago 44-1114 Sub G-37). Jerry • 

Raynes, father of the Ray brothers, told the .FBI that he 

overheard John and Jerry mention that James had been in 

Chicago, during the sunmer of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508).

Third, in California, the FBI discovered two facts 

which pointed toward possible contact between James Ray 

and his brothers. Richard Gonzales who was a fellow 

student with Ray at the bartending school in Los Angeles 

told Bureau agents that Ray had told him upon completion 

of the course that he (Ray) was going to visit a brother 

in Birmingham for two weeks (HQ 44-38861-1233). The FBI 

also interviewed Marie Martin,, cousin of Charles Stein. 

She stated that for some time before March 17, 1968, (the 

date when Ray left Los Angeles) James Ray had been stating 

that he was in need’ of funds and was waiting for his brother 

to send him some money.
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Fourth, through an informant the Bureau discovered 

that Jerry Ray may not have been entirely candid with the 

special agents during his several interviews. The informant 

disclosed to Bureau agents cn June 7, 1968, that Jerry Ray 

stated he had- seen his brother (James) at least once at a 

pre-arranged meeting place in St. Louis shortly after his 

escape. Jerry also allegedly stated to the informant that 

he had recognized the photograph of Eric Starvo Galt as 

being identical with his brother James prior to the time 

the FBI had first contacted him in connection with the 

assassination. He did not want to tell the FBI everything 

he knew out of fear that James would be caught. (HQ 44-38861

4594.)

Correspondence recovered by the Bureau indicated 

that Jerry may have heard frcm James in Canada in June of 

1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518). James Ray was in Canada 

during April and May of 1968 prior to his departure for 

London on May 7, 1968. (HQ 44-38861-4595). It is also noted 

that Jerry had earlier told agents that he had received mil 

from James, while James was in prison, at Post Office Box 22
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Wheeling, Illinois (Chicago 44-114 Sub G-26).

Finally, in November, 1968 it became clear that 

James Ray had been in touch with his brother Jerry. Illinois 

motor vehicle records showed that on August 25, 1967 James 

Ray (using the name of John L. Rayns) transferred his 1962 

Plymouth to Jerry (HQ 44-38861-5413). This was during the 

period when James Ray was making his way from Canada to 

Birmingham, Alabama. It has continued to be a mystery 

as to why Ray went to Alabama, how he traveled there, and 

where he obtained the several thousand dollars he had when 

he arrived.

Thus, at least one family member, Jerry, had lied 

» to the FBI and had become subject to federal criminal charges

for aiding a fugitive. He was never confronted with these 

facts by the Bureau. In the task force interview of Jerry 

Ray, he confirmed the fact that he had lied to the Bureau and 

had seen his brother James on several occasions. V Jerry 

denied knowing anything about James’ travels or his source 

of funds (Interview of Jerry Ray, December 20, 1976, App. B). 

However, the task force found the credibility of Jerry’s

V The task force attempted to talk to James and John Ray 
but an interview was refused in both instances.
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denials co be suspect. In light of this low credibility 

and critical passage of time which has allowed the statute 

of limitations to run, we concluded that the FBI abandoned 

a significant opportunity to obtain answers from family' 

members concerning some of the important questions about 

James Earl Ray which still remain. •

D. Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation

As this report reflects, there was a wealth of 

information in the files developed by the FBI murder 

investigation. We have been able to dig up some additional 

data. Cnly a small part of any of this information has 

been made a natter of any official public record. Seme of 

it was embodied in the stipulation agreed to by James Earl ’ 

Ray and judicially acknowledged in open court by him (with 

a stated reservation as to agreeing to the wording indicating 

a lack of a conspiracy). Some emerged in Ray’s post-conviction 

efforts to get a new trial. A quantity of the "unofficial” 

evidentiary data and a great deal of mis-information was 

gleaned by the news media and by professional writers. It 

is understandable therefore that many suspicions have been 

generated and, because of Justice Department rules against 

disclosures of raw investigative files, have gone unanswered.

First, the task force has concluded that the investi

gation by the FBI to ascertain and capture the murderer of
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was thoroughly, honestly 

and successfully conducted. We submit that the minute 

details compacted in this report amply support this con

clusion.

At the very outset of the investigation telegrams 

went to all field offices of the Bureau instructing the 

Special Agents in Charge to take personal supervision' of 

the investigation, to check out all leads in 24 hours, and 

noting that they would be held personally responsible. 

(HQ 44-38861-153). The files we reviewed show that this 

directive was conscientiously followed. The Bureau sought 

first to identify and locate the murderer using the obvious 

leads. They checked out aliases, tracked the traces left 

under the Galt alias, and used the known fingerprints from 

the murder weapon and the contents of the blue zipper bag 

left on South Main Street to eliminate suspects. This 

backtracking ended in Atlanta. At this point the Bureau 

initiated a check of the crime site fingerprints against 

the white male "wanted fugitive" print file. This produced 

the almost "instant" discovery that the wanted man, Galt, 

was James Earl Ray, an escapee from Missouri State Prison. 

In fact the "instant" discovery was a tedious hand search 

started in a file of seme 20,000 prints. That it took only 

two hours to make a match is said by the Bureau experts to
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be largely sheer luck; it could have taken days. We - 

accept the explanation that the fingerprint search was a 

normal next resort after normal lead procedures were 

exhausted.

Second, the task force views the evidence pointing 

to the guilt of James Earl Ray as the man who purchased 

the murder gun and who fired the fatal shot to be conclusive.

It was possible for the task force to create a well 

documented history of James Earl Ray from the moment of 

his escape to his capture in England, using the investigation 

reports in the FBI files -and to corroborate and fill in 

essential details with Ray’s own statements (admissions) 

in his letters to author William Bradford Huie. From this 

chronology, from the laboratory proof, and from Ray’s 

judicial admissions it was concluded that he was the assassin, 

and that he acted alone. We saw no credible evidence pro

bative of the possibility that Ray and any co-conspirator 

were together at the scene of the assassination. Ray’s 

assertions that someone else pulled the trigger are so 

patently self-serving and so varied as to be wholly unbeliev

able. They become, in fact, a part of the evidence of his 

guilt by self-refutation.

Third, we found that conspiracy leads (aliunde Ray’s 

versions) had been conscientiously run dcwn by the FBI even
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though they had no possible relation to Ray’s stories 

or to the known facts. The results were negative.

We found no evidence of any complicity on the part 

of the Memphis Police Department or of the FBI.

We acknowledge that proof of the negative, i.e., 

proof that others were not involved, is here as elusive 

and difficult as it has universally been in criminal law. 

But the sum of all of the evidence of Ray’s guilt points 

to him so exclusively that it most effectively makes the 

point that no one else was involved. Of course, someone 

could conceivably have provided him with logistics, or 

even paid him to commit the crime. However, we have 

found no competent evidence upon which to base such a 

theory.

Fourth, it is true that the task force unearthed 

some new data - data which answers some persistent questions 

and which the FBI did not seek. But the Bureau concentrated 

on the principal in the case and much was not considered 

important to his discovery and apprehension. We find no 

dishonesty in this. A lead suggesting that one or both 

of James Earl Ray’s brothers were in contact with him after, 

and in aid of, his escape in 1967 frcm the Missouri State 

Prison, and before the murder of Dr. King, was not followed. 

It was not unearthed until after Ray’s capture in England 

on June 8, 1968; it was then apparently deemed a lead made
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sterile by supervening events. By hindsight the task 

force believes Jerry and John Ray could have been 

effectively interrogated further to learn their knowledge, 

if any, of James Earl Ray’s plans, his finances and whether 

they helped him after King's death.

Finally, the task force observed instances of FBI 

headquarter's reluctance to provide the Civil Rights 

Division and the Attorney General with timely reports on 

the course of the murder investigation. For example, 

early in the investigation in a reaction to a press report 

of Attorney General Clark's expectation of making a progress 

report to the nation, FBI Director Hoover wrote: "We are 

not going to make any progress reports" (HQ 44-38861-1061).

The Bureau files reflect a significant degree of 

disdain for the supervisory responsibilities of the Attorney 

General and the operating Divisions of the Department. For 

example, the Attorney General authorized the institution of 

prosecutive action against the suspect "Galt" (Birmingham 

44-1740-1005). But then, apparently without further consul

tation with the Attorney- General or the Civil Rights 

Division’, the Bureau prepared and filed a criminal complaint. 

The Bureau selected Birmingham as the venue in which to 

file the complaint in preference to Memphis because the 

Bureau "could not rely on the U.S. Attorney at Menphis"
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and "would lose control of the situation" (HQ 44-38861-1555). 

The Bureau scenario called for then advising the Attorney 

General "that circumstances have required the action taken" 

(HQ 44-38861-1555).

We submit that in this sensitive case the Departmental 

officials in Washington should have been consulted.

As another example, at the extradition stage of the 

case, marked discourtesy was exhibited to the Attorney 

General and to Assistant Attorney General Fred Vinson. In 

a telephone discussion with the Attorney General who 

complained of being "kept in the dark", an Assistant to 

the Director accused the Attorney General of falsifications 

and "hung up the phone". Again, when Assistant Attorney 

General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the 

extradition of James Earl Ray, the Legal Attache was ordered 

to be "diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no 

circumstances should Vinson be allowed to push our personnel 

around" (HQ 44-38861-4447).

The task force views this lack of coordination and 

cooperation as highly inproper. The Attorney General and 

the Division of the Department having prosecutorial 

responsibility for an offense being investigated should be 

kept fully abreast of developments. The responsible
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Division, moreover, should have sufficient control of the 

Bureau’s investigations to insure that the legal necessities 

of pleading and proof are met. ’

In fairness to the Bureau it has to be observed 

that it is the obligation of- the Department to insist on 

these perogatives. We do not think it effectively did so 

in the King murder case. ' ,
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III. THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION

A. FBI Surveillance And Harassment Of Dr. King

1. Initiation of Technical Surveillance and 
COINTELPRO Type Activities

In order to reconstruct the actions taken by 

members of the FBI toward Dr. King, the task force 

scrutinized the basis for the initiation by the Bureau 

of any action with respect to Dr. King. During the review 

it was revealed that on May 22, 1961, Mr. Alex Rosen, then 

Assistant Director of the General Investigative Division 

(Division 6), advised Director Hoover in an information 

memorandum, per his request on Dr. King and four other 

individuals in connection with the "Freedom Riders," 

that "King has not been investigated by the FBI" (Memo 

from Scatterday to Rosen, May 22, 1961, App. A, Ex. 7). 

The memorandum contained few references on Dr. King. The 

Director commented, with regard to the omission of a subject 

matter investigation on Dr. King: "Why not?" The substance 

of the report was forwarded to Attorney General Kennedy, and 

the FBI did not pursue the King matter at this time. Thus, 

FBI personnel did not have net did they assume a personal 

interest in the activities of Dr. King through May, 1961. 

Furthermore, in 1961, information in the Bureau files on
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Dr. King had only been gleaned from sporadic reports, 

and this particular report to the Director was provided 

by Division 6 which had responsibility for civil rights 

matters.

In the-beginning of 1962, the FBI started and 

rapidly continued to gravitate toward Dr. King. The ' 

sequence of events has already been reported in seme 

detail by the Senate Select Committee as well as in the 

Robert Murphy Report which you received in March, 1976. 

The task force in its review of pertinent documents con

firms these reports. >

In essence, the Director communicated to Attorney 

General Kennedy during 1962 and 1963 a host of memoranda 

concerning the interest of the Communist Party in the 

civil rights movement, and, in particular, Dr. King’s 

relationship with two frequently consulted advisors whom 

the FBI had tabbed as members of the Commmist Party. As 

a result of the deep interest in civil rights affairs by the 

Attorney General and by the Kennedy Administration, these FBI 

reports had the effect of alarming Robert Kennedy and affecting 

his decisions on the national level.

> The net effect of the Bureau memoranda nearly 

culminated in the summer of 1963 when Attorney General
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Kennedy suggested consideration of technical surveillance 

on King and the SCLC (HQ 100-106670-3631). Previously, 

the bulk of FBI intelligence on Dr. King was secured by 

technical surveillance of one of his advisors and from 

informants close to his associates. However, 'when Attorney 

General Kennedy iijas confronted shortly thereafter with the 

Director's request for such surveillances, he reconsidered 

his suggestion and denied the request (HQ 100-106670-165, 

171). Attorney General Kennedy as well as several other 

Department officials were sincerely concerned with King’s 

association with alleged connunist members since proposed 

civil rights legislation was then very vulnerable to the 

attack that communists were influencing the direction of the 

civil rights movement. Yet, an affirmative program to 

gather intelligence with King as the subject was still 

considered ill-advised. However, a significant turn of 

events within the circles of the FBI hierarchy would soon 

reverse the Attorney General's decision, and without his 

knowledge the FBI would also launch an illegal counter

intelligence program directed to discredit and neutralize 

the civil rights leader.

Director Hoover’s demeanor toward Dr. King has been 

well publicized and is summarized below. Certainly, as 

the task force determined, this played a vital role in
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FBI affairs, as did tne Director' s attitude toward the 

Communist Party. On August 23, 1963, then Assistant 

Director, of the Domestic Intelligence Division, William . 

C. Sullivan, pursuant to the Director’s request, presented 

a seventy-page analysis of exploitation and influence by 

the Communist Party on the American Negro population since 

1919 (HQ 100-3-116-253X). This report and Mr. Sullivan’s 

synopsis showed a failure of the Conmunist Party in achieving 

<my significant inroads into the Negro population, and the 

civil rights movement. Director Hoover responded:

’’This menu reminds me vividly ,
of those I received when Castro 
took over Cuba. You contended 
then that Castro and his cohorts 
were not Communists and not 
influenced by Conmuhists.. Time 
alone proved you wrong. I for 
one can’t ignore the memos 
as having only an infinitesimal 
effect on the efforts to exploit the 
American Negro by Communists” (HQ 100
3-116-253X).

The Director’s ccmment had a resounding effect 

on Mr. Sullivan. Seven days later, he replied:

’’The Director is correct. We 
were completely wrong ..about 
believing the evidence was not 
sufficient to determine some 
years ago that Fidel Castro was 
not a conmunist or under communist 
influence. In investigating and
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writing about cotmunism and the 
American Negro, we had better 
reneniber this and profit by the 
lesson it should teach us." (Memo 
from Sullivan to Belmont, August 
30, 1963, App. A, Ex. 8). '

Even more importantly, Mr. Sullivan also said 

in response to the action that he now believed was 

necessitated in determining communist influence in the 

civil rights movement:

"Therefore, it may be unrealistic 
to limit ourselves as we have been 
doing to legalistic proof or definite
ly conclusive evidence that would 
stand up in testimony in court or 
before Congressional committees that 
the Comaunist Party, USA, does wield 
substantial influence over Negroes 
which one day could become decisive." 
(idem.) ,

The FBI hierarchy had no written comments on this memo

randum either supporting or negating the Assistant Director’s 

proposed line of action.

Then, in September, 1963, Mr. Sullivan recommended 

"increased coverage of communist influence on the Negro” 

(Mano from Baumgardner to Sullivan, September 16, 1963, 

App. A, Ex. 9). The Director refused and commented:

’ "No I can’t understand how you 
can so agilely switch your think
ing and evaluation. Just a few 
weeks ago you contended that the 
Communist influence in the racial 
movement was ineffective and infin
itesimal. This - notwithstanding
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many memos of specific instances 
of infiltration, New you want 
to load the field down with more 
coverage in spite of your recent 
memo depreciating CP influence 
in racial movement. I don't intend 
to waste time and money until you 
can make up your minds what the 
situation really is" (idem.)

In commenting on a cover memo to the above Sullivan 

request,- Director Hoover also stated, "I have certainly 

been misled by previous memos which clearly showed 

cannunist penetration of the racial movement. The 

attached is contradictory of all that. We are, wasting 

manpower and money investigating CP effect in racial 

movement if the attached is correct" (Memo for the Director 

frcm Tolson; September 18, 1963, App. A, Ex. 10).

By now the Domestic Intelligence Division was 

feeling the full weight of the Director's dissatisfaction 

with their work product. Mr. Sullivan again replied on 

September 25, 1963, in a humble manner that Division 5 

had failed in its interpretation of conmuriist infiltration 

in the Negro movement (Mano from Sullivan to Belmont, 

September 25, 1963, App. A, Ek. 11). The Assistant Director 

asked the Director's forgiveness and requested the oppor

tunity to approach this grave natter in the light of the 

Director's interpretation. Director Hoover sanctioned 

this request but again reprimanded Mr. Sullivan for stating
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that communist infiltration "has not reached the point

of control or domination." The Director curtly commented

that "Certainly this is not true with respect to the

King connection" (idem). One could now foresee that

Dr. King would be closely watched by FBI personnel.

In October, 1963, the Director forwarded a request

to the Attorney General for technical surveillance of

Dr. King’s residence and the SCLC office in New York City.

This time the FBI received authorization for technical 

surveillance and it was instituted almost immediately.

In addition, the FBI had prepared a new analysis on

’ communist involvement in the Negro movement (Communism

and the Negro Movement, October 16, 1963, App. A, Ex. 12).

A cover msnorandon of this analysis written by Assistant 

to the Director A.H. Belmont to Associate Director Clyde

A. Tolson reads:

"The attached analysis of Communism 
and the Negro Movement is highly 
explosive. It can be regarded as a 
personal attack on Martin Luther 
King. There is no doubt it will 
have a heavy impact on the Attorney 
General and anyone else to whom we 
disseminate it ... This memorandum 
nay startle the Attorney General, 
particularly in view of his past 
association with King, and the fact 
that we are disseminating this out-

• side the Department" Qfemo from 
Belmont to Tolson, October 17, 1963 
App. A, Ex. 13).
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To the latter part, the Director wrote, "We must do our

duty." Mr. Belmont further said:

"Nevertheless, the memorandum is a 
powerful warning against Ccnnunist 
influence in the Negro movement ..."

< *
The Director issued his feeling to this position and

added, "I am glad that you recognize at last that there

exists such influence." •
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2. Predicate for the Security Investigation

The security investigation of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 

was predicated on the belief that they were under the 

influence of the Communist- Party, United States of America 

(CPUSA). The basis for this belief was that Dr. King relied 

upon one particular advisor who was tabbed by the FBI as a 

ranking Communist Party member (HQ 100-392452-133).

This characterization of the advisor was provided by 

sources the Bureau considered reliable. The task force was 

privy to this characterization through both our file review 

and our September 2, 1976, conference with representatives 

of the Bureau’s Intelligence Division. For security 

purposes the sources were not fully identified to the 

task force. Therefore, the veracity of the sources and the 

characterization are remaining questions.

The advisor's relationship to King and the SCLC 

is amply evidenced in the files and the task force 

concludes that he was a most trusted advisor. The files 

are replete with instances of his counseling King and 

his organization on matters pertaining to organization,
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finance, political strategy and speech writing. Some 

examples follow:

The advisor organized, in King’s name, a fund 

raising society (HQ 100-106670-47 , 48). This organization 

and the SCLC were in large measure financed by concerts 

arranged by this person (HQ 100-106670-30). He also 

lent counsel to King and the SCLC on the tax consequences 

of charitable gifts.

On political strategy, he suggested King make aC 

public statement calling for the appointment of a black 

to the Supreme Court (HQ 100-106670-32, 33). This person 

advised against accepting a movie offer from a movie 

director and against approaching Attorney General Kennedy 

on behalf of a labor leader (HQ 100-106670-24). In each 

instance his advice was accepted. *

King's speech before'the AFL-CIO National Convention 

in December, 1961 was written by this advisor (HQ 100-392452

131). He also, prepared King's May 1962. speech before the 

United Packing House Workers Convention (HQ 100-106670-119). 

In 1965 he prepared responses to press questions directed 

to Dr. King from a Los Angeles radio station regarding 

the Los Angeles racial riots and from the "New York Times" 

regarding the Vietnam War.
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The relationship between King and his advisor/ 

as indicated, is clear to the task force. What is not 

clear is whether this relationship ought, to have been 

considered either a possible national security threat or 

CPUSA directed. We conclude that justification rnay have 

existed for the opening of King’s security investigation 

but, its protracted continuation was unwarranted.

Our conclusion that the investigation’s opening 

may have been justified is primarily based on memoranda, 

suninarized below, written during the first six months of 

1962. It is pointed out that in October, 1962 the Bureau 

ordered the CCMINFIL SCLC investigation (HQ 100-438794-9).

In January the Director wrote the Attorney General 

and told him that one of King’s advisors- was a connunist. 

At this time he also pointed out that the advisor wrote 

King’s December, 1961 AFL-CIO speech and assisted King in 

SCLC matters (HQ 100-392452-131).

In March the Attorney General was advised that a 

March 3, 1962 issue of ’’The Nation” magazine carried an
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article critical of the administration’s handling of 

civil rights. The article was ostensibly written by 

Martin Luther King but in fact the true author was 

another advisor characterized by the FBI as a ranking ' 

member of the Conmunist Party (HQ 100-106670-30, 31).

In May the Attorney General learned that the CPUSA

• considered King and the SCLC its most important work because 

the Kennedy Administration was politically dependent upon 

King (HQ 100-106670-58).

Lastly, in, June, 1962 the Attorney General became 

aware that King’s alleged Communist advisor had recommended 

the second ranking Communist to be one of King’s principal 

assistants (HQ 100-106670-79, 80). Later King accepted 

the recommendation.

The conclusion that the investigation’s continuance 

was unwarranted is based on the following task force finding:

The Bureau to date has no evidence whatsoever that

Dr. King was ever a conmunist or affiliated with the CPUSA. - 

This was so stated to us by representatives of the Bureau's 

Intelligence Division during our September 2, 1976 conference. 

This admission is supported by our perusal of files, which 

included informants' memoranda and physical, microphone and 

telephone surveillance memoranda, in which we found no such 

indication concerning Dr. King.
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The Bureau provided us with no documentation

that the SCLC under Dr. King was anything other than a 

legitimate organization devoted to the civil rights move

ment.

The Bureau files that we examined lacked any infor

mation that the alleged Communists’ advice was dictated by 

the CPUSA. or inimical to the interests of the United States. 

Indeed, in early 1963 the Bureau learned through reliable 

sources the principal advisor had disassociated himself 

from the CPUSA. His reason was the CPUSA was not suffi

ciently involving itself in race relations and the civil 

rights movement (HQ 100-392452-195).

3. King-Hoover Dispute

The flames of Director Hoover’s antipathy for 

Dr. King were fanned into open hostility in late 1962 when 

Dr. King criticized the Bureau’s performance during an 

investigation of a racial disturbance in Albany, Georgia. 

Efforts to interview King by the Bureau were not successful 

.(HQ 157-6-2-965) and the matter lay dormant for a time.

The controversy was publicly rekindled in early 1964 

when the Director testified before a House appropriations 

subcommittee that he believed connunist influence existed
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in the Negro ppvanent. King countered by accusing the 

Director of abetting racists and right wingers (HQ 100-3 

116-1291). During November of 19.64, the Director told 

a group of Washington warm reporters that King was "the 

most notorious liar in thecountry." A week later, Director 

Hoover referred to "sexual degenerates in pressure groups" 

in a speech at Loyola University (HQ 162-7827-16).

Dr. King and his immediate staff requested a meeting 

with Director Hoover to clear up. the misunderstanding. The 

meeting was held on December 1, 1964. Hoover claimed that 

"he had taken the ball away from King at the beginning," 

explaining the Bureau’s function and doing most of the 

talking. On the other hand. King apologized for renarks 

attributed to him and praised the work of the Bureau. Thus, 

an uneasy truce was momentarily reached. (HQ 100-106670-563, 

607.)

Hcwever, the controversy flared again when a letter 

was circulated by the Southern Christian Educational Fund 

(SCEF) which referred to the criticism of Dr. King by the 

Director and urged the recipients of the letter to write 

or wire the President to remove Hoover frccn office. In a 

memo from Sullivan to Belmont on December 14, 1964, Sullivan 

stated:
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r'In yiew of this situation, rS^ism 
makes it mandatory that we take every 
prudent step that we can take to emerge 
completely victoriously in this conflict. 
We should not take any ineffective or 
half-way measures, nor blind ourselves 
to the realities of the situation.” 
(HQ 100-106670-627.)

We believe the persistent controversy between Dr.

King and Director Hoover was a major factor in the Bureau’s 

determination to discredit Dr. King and ultimately destroy 

his leadership role in the civil rights movement,

4. Technical Surveillance

Our review of EBI files and interviews with Bureau 

personnel substantially confirms with a few additions the 

findings which have, already been reported by Mr. Murphy 

and the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence with respect 

to the electronic surveillance of Dr. King and his associates.

We found that some microphone surveillances were 

installed in New York City against Dr. King and bis associates 

which have not thus far been reported. These installations 

were as follows:

Americana Hotel (HQ 100-106670-2224, 4048)
4/2-3/65 ( symbol)
6/3-3/65 ( symbol)
1/21-24/66 (no synbol)

Sheraton Atlantic (NY 100-136585 Sub-Files 7-8) 
12/10-11/65 (symbol)

New York Hilton (NY 100-136585 Sub Files 11-12) 
10/25-27/65 (synbol)

-127-

NW 653® Docld:32989802 Page 311



o o
•All of these installations with the exception of' 

the placement at the Americana Hotel in January, 1966 

appear to have been unproductive either because Dr. King 

did not reside at the hotel as planned or the recordings 

'made did not pick up any significant information.

The installation by the New York Field Office at 

the Americana Hotel on January 21, to 24, 1966, caused 

some consternation within the FBI hierarchy and is 

illustrative of hew the Bureau apparatus could/ on rare 

occasion, continue to function even contrary to the wishes 

of the Director. 'The installation was made at the Americana 

on January 21, 1966, pursuant to the request of SAC Rooney 

in New York. Assistant Director William Sullivan authorized 

the coverage. Bureau files indicate that Associate 

Director Clyde Tolson, upon being informed of the coverage, 

wrote back on the same day in a rather perturbed fashion to 

have the microphone removed ”at once.” Tolson advised the 

Director that ‘ho one here” approved the coverage and that * 

he had again instructed Sullivan to have no microphone 

installations without the Director’s approval. Hoover 

confirmed Tolson’s directive. (HQ 100-106670-2224X).

No syirbol nunber was ever attached to this coverage 

as was the standard practice. This was apparently due to 

the strong disapproval voiced by Headquarters. Yet, despite
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Hoover's orders, the coverage was maintained and a good 

deal of intelligence on King's personal activities was 

obtained and transcribed. These activities are reflected 

in a six page memorandum. (HQ 100-106670-4048.)

Irrespective of the level of Bureau approval 

which was required for electronic surveillance installa

tions during the King years, our review reinforced the 

conclusions of the Senate Select Committee that the purposes 

behind this intelligence gathering became twisted. Several 

instances of Bureau correspondence are instructive. Section 

Chief Baumgardner in recommending coverage of King in 

Honolulu urged an exposure of King's "moral weakness" 

so that he could be "for the security of the nation, com

pletely discredited" (HQ 100-106670 June File, Memo Baumgardner 

to Sullivan, January 28, 1964). In a similar memo from 

Sullivan to Belmont recommending coverage in Milwaukee at 

the Schroeder Hotel,- the expressed purpose was to gather 

information on "entertainment" in which King might be engaging 

similar to that "uncovered at the Willard Hotel" (HQ 100- 

106670 June File, Mano Sullivan to Belmont, January 17, 1964).

Director Hoover, upon being informed of the results 

of the surveillance, ordered that they all be imnediately 

transcribed despite DeLoach’s recommendation that the tran

scribing be done later (HQ 100-106670-1024). As each of the
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file reviews has shown, portions of stannaries of the 

transcripts were widely disseminated among governmental 

officials. These disseminations included a rather 

comprehensive six volume transmittal by the Bureau in 

June, 1968. This was at the apparent request of the 

President through Special Counsel Larry Temple for all 

information concerning Dr. King, including the instructions 

and approval of former Attorney General Kennedy regarding 

the electronic surveillance of King (Memo R. W. Smith to 

William Sullivan, June 2, 1968, referring to memo DeLoach 

to Tolson, May 24, 1968, setting forth the President’s 

request). Included with the transcripts were several 

summaries, previously disseminated, and several hundred 

pages of Bureau communications to the White House from 

1962 to 1968 regarding King and his associates. The 

purpose of the White House request was not stated, but it 

was the most complete accumulation of transmitted informa

tion on the electronic surveillance of King which we 

encountered during our review of Bureau files. The task 

force noted the timing of the alleged White House request 

and subsequent transmittal particularly in light of
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Director Hoover’s communication to the White House on ' 

March 26, 1968 (included in the transmittal) which 

advised that Robert Kennedy had attempted to contact 

Dr. King before announcing his candidacy for the 

Presidency (HQ 100-106670-3262).

The task force reviewed selected portions of all 

of the transcripts in the King file as well as selected 

portions of several tapes from which the transcripts ■ 

were obtained. An inventory of the tapes reviewed is 

set forth below:

1) Washington, D.C., 1/5-6/64 (Willard Hotel, 
15 reels) - Reel Nos. 1-6, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 14

2) Atlanta Tape (symbol) (one reel)

3) Composite Tape 12/15/64
.Track No. 1 - Washington, D.C. recordings 
(edited version of 15 reels)

Essentially, we reviewed the tapes by listening to the 

beginning, middle, and end of each tape and compared it to 

the corresponding transcript. They were basically accurate 

transcriptions in the sense that what was in the transcripts 

was also on the tapes. However, some material on the tapes 

was not put on the transcripts apparently because either 

that portion of the recording was garbled or unclear or 

it was considered unimportant.
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Our review of the composite tape, the Atlanta 

tape and the agents handwritten notes included in the 

box with the recordings from the Willard Hotel gave an 

additional indication of where the,Bureau’s interest ' 

lay with respect to Dr. King. The composite tape contained 

"highlights" of the fifteen reels of tape from the Willard 

Hotel and appeared to consist of little more than episodes 

of private conversations and activities which the Bureau 

chose to extract from the original recordings. The

- Atlanta tape was obtained from the telephone tap on the

King residence and consisted of:several of Dr. King’s 

' conversations. These included conversations of Dr. King 

v with his wife regarding his personal life and had nothing 

to do with his political or civil rights activities. The

■ handwritten notes from the original Willard tapes contained 

notations as to what point .in the tape a particular personal 

activity or conversation took place.

5. COINTELPRO Type and Other Illegal Activities

The task force has documented an extensive program 

within the FBI during the years 1964 to 1968, to discredit 

Dr. King. Pursuant to a Bureau meeting on Decerber 23, 1963 

to plan a King strategy and the. Sullivan proposal in January, 
A 1

■ 1964 to promote a new black leader, the FBI accelerated its
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program of disseminating derogatory information, which 

was heavily fraught with the Bureau’s own characteriza

tions of King, to various individuals and organizations 

who were in critical positions vis-a-vis the civil rights 

leader. Our review has essentially confirmed those already 

performed by the Civil Rights Division and the Senate Select 

Committee and we, therefore, do not dwell on those areas 

which they have already covered. We did find, however, 

additional, proposed activities against Dr. King, some of 

which were approved by the Director. They are instructive 

not only in revealing the extent to which the Bureau was 

willing to carry its efforts but also in showing the 

atmosphere among seme of the rank and file which this 

program against King created.

In November, 1964, the Bureau discovered that 

Dr. King was desirous of meeting with high British officials 

while in England during King’s planned trip to Europe. 

Section Chief Baumgardner recommended a briefing for the 

purpose of informing British officials concerning King's 

purported communist affiliations and private life 

(RO 100-106670-522, 523). Within three days the briefings 

had been completed (HQ 100-106670-525, 534, 535).
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One particular dissemination, the contents of which 

was not revealed in the files, was apparently, initiated 

and carried out personally by the Director. On .January 22, 

1965, the-SAC in Atlanta advised Mr. Sullivan that,- 

pursuant to their electronic surveillance, -the Bureau 

learned that King had phoned Ralph Abernathy and complained 

that Hoover had had a meeting with a particular Atlanta 

.official while in Washington attending the-. Inauguration. 

According to King, when this official returned, to 

Atlanta he contacted Dr. King senior and passed on a 

’’good deal” of information. According to Sullivan’s, 

memo to Belmont, Dr. King, Jr., was very upset (HQ ,100

106670-768).. The files did not reveal any formal proposal 

for this briefing .but Section Chief Baumgardner later speculated 

that the Atlanta official was Chief of Police Jenkins 

since' the Director had met with him on January 18, 1965 -

(HQ 100-106670-780). The files do not indicate whether 

the Director suggested that the information, be passed on 

to Dr. King’s father. -
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In connection with the post-assassination

efforts to declare a national holiday in memory of 

Dr. King the Senate Select Committee has outlined 

in its report the attempts by the Bureau to prevent 

such a declaration by briefing various members of 

Congress on King’s background (HQ1100-106670-3586). 

We discovered that the Bureau also sent a monograph 

on King to the President and the Attorney General 

in 1969 for this same purpose (HQ 100-106670-3559).

The Bureau’s efforts to discredit Dr. King's 

movement also included attempts to damage the 

reputation of King’s family and friends. The Bureau 

looked very closely at Coretta King- although, a 

security investigation was never opened. This 

included scrutinizing her travels in an attempt 

to uncover -possible facts embarrassing to her. 

These attempts also included a plan, proposed
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by Assistant to the Director DeLoach and approved 

by Hoover to leak information to the press that Coretta 

King and Ralph Abernathy were deliberately plotting to 

keep the assassination in the news by claiming a conspiracy 

existed in order to keep monetary contributions flowing 

for their benefit (HQ 44-38861-5654).

Ralph Abernathy and Andrew Young also became Bureau 

targets. Shortly after the assassination the field was 

instructed to report any information on possible ’'immoral 

activities” of King's two associates (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded 

serial, Atlanta to Director, April 29, 1968). Presumably 

there were COINTELPRO type purposes behind this request.

The Atlanta Field Office in attempting to demonstrate 

the initiative and imagination demanded by Headquarters 

proposed additional measures against Ralph Abernathy. The 

Bureau learned that after Dr. King's death, Rev. Abernathy 

may have voiced seme concern over possible assassination 

attempts on his own life. The Atlanta office proposed that, 

the Bureau begin notifying Abernathy directly (instead of 

only informing the police) of .all threats against him in 

order to confuse and worry him (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded 

serial, Atlanta to Director, March 28, 1969). This activity 

was not approved by Headquarters.
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Bureau files indicate that the FBI may have also

attempted to help the executive branch in its efforts 

to deal with Abernathy after King's death. In a memo 

to Associate Director Tolson, Director Hoover related 

a telephone conversation with former Vice President 

Agnew in which Mr. Agnew expressed concern over the 

"inflanmatory" statements which Abernathy had made. 

The Vice President was seeking information from Hoover 

which could be useful in destroying the credibility of 

Rev. Abernathy. Hoover agreed to the request (HQ 100- 

106670-Uhrecorded serial, Hoover to Tolson, May 18, 1970). 

We did not find what information, if any, was forwarded 

to the Vice President.

Filially, we discovered that a series of illegal 

surreptitious entries was conducted by the FBI. Some 

of these entries had as one purpose, among others, the 

obtaining of information about Dr. King. The FBI in 

the review of its indices was unable to locate records 

of any entries onto the premises of Dr. King or the SCLC.
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The agents began to retrieve information about 

Dr. King during these entries through the use of photo

graphs. In one instance a supervisor in the appropriate 

field office requested authority to conduct an entry 

for the express purpose of obtaining information about 

Dr. King. The proposed entry was approved at Head

quarters pursuant to a telephone call by an Inspector 

and was later conducted.

On four subsequent occasions the Bureau again 

conducted entries and obtained information concerning 

King and the SCLC. Qi one such occasion a specimen of 

ff /"I "U <■» <M ft /"bl** g"b bbl ft ft ft fPKing s nonciwriuing whs oduhuicg. ins purpose or 

gathering this piece of intelligence was not revealed.

Bureau policy at the time of these entries 
■ 

required the approval of such field requests by 

Director Hoover or Associate Director Tolson (Memo 

Director, FBI, to Attorney General, September 23, 1975). 

We assume that such approval was granted. Handwritten
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notations on the field office memos indicate that 

the Bureau was advised of the entries in each case.

We also raise the issue of .these illegal entries 

because aside from being violative of Fourth Amendment 

rights the entries ran the risk of invading a privileged 

relationship. . '

We note in passing that, the FBI continued* to- . 

employ an informant in the SCLC despite the fact that 

the informant conceded to agents that the informant had 

embezzled some SCLC funds. The Bureau voiced strong _ 

disapproval of these activities. Yet, no legal or 

disciplinary action was- ever taken with respect to 

the .informant ,(HQ. 13A-H126-56.,. 57)^ ’ .
B. Critical Evaluation of the Security Investigation 

in the area of domestic intelligence themandate 

of the FBI has been both broadly and vaguely defined. 

It is stated in the Code .of Federal Regulations as: follows:
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(The FBI shall:) carry out the Presidential 
directive of September 6, 1939, as reaffirmed 
by Presidential directives of January 8,. 1943, 
July 24, 1950 and Decenter 15, 1953, designating 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to take 
charge of investigative work in matters relating 
to espionage, sabotage, subversive activities, 
and related matters (28 CFR 0.85 (d)).

Given this charter and the history of the sometimes 

overpowering influence of the views of the late Director 

J. Edgar Hoover on his subordinates and on succesive 

Attorneys General, it was understandable that a security 

investigation should be initiated into the possible 

influence of the Conrunist Party, U.S.A., on Dr. Martin 

Luther King,. Jr. IWo of King's close advisors, at the 

outset of the :security matter, were reported to be 

Ccninunist Party members by sources relied upon by the 

Bureau.

. The security investigation continued for almost 

six years until Dr. King’s death. It verified, in our 

view, that one alleged Cdnmunist was a very influential 

advisor to Dr. King (and hence the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference) on the strategy and tactics of 

King's leadership of the black civil rights movement of 

the early and mid-sixties. Another had no such weight 

although he seemed to be of use to King. But this 

very lengthy investigative concentration on King and on
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the principal advisor established, in our opinion, 

that he did not ’’sell” Dr. King any course of conduct 

or of advocacy which can be identified as communist or 

"Party line". King, himself never varied publicly or 

privately from his commitment to non-violence and did 

not advocate the overthrow of the government of the 

United States by violence or subversion. To the contrary, 

he advocated an end to the discrimination and disenfran

chisement of minority groups which the Constitution and 

the courts denounced in terms as strong as his. We 

concluded that Dr. King was no threat to domestic security. 

And the Bureau’s continued intense surveillance 

and investigation of the advisor clearly developed that 

he had disassociated himself from the Communist Party 

in 1963 because he felt it failed adequately to- serve 

the civil rights movement. Thus the linch-pin of the 

security investigation of Dr. King had pulled himself 

out.

We think the security investigation which included 

both physical and technical surveillance, should have been 

terminated on the basis of what was learned in 1963.

That it was intensified and augmented by a COINTELPRO type 

campaign against Dr. King was unwarranted; the COINTELPRO 

type campaign, moreover, was ultra vires and very probably 

in violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 (and 242), i.e. felonious.
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The continuing security investigation reflects also 

that the Attorney General and the Division charged with 

responsibility for internal security matters failed badly 

in what should have been firm supervision of the FBI's 

internal security activities.
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TV. BECC^EMATIONS

A. As To The Murder Investigation

The task force does not fault the technical 

■ competence of the investigation conducted into the

death of Dr. King. We found no new evidence which 

calls for action by State or Federal Authorities. 

Our concern has developed over administrative 

concomitants of the crime detection tactics.

1. The progress of such sensitive cases

■■ as the King murder investigation and the development

of legally sufficient evidence to sustain prosecution 

are- properly the ultimate responsibility of the Division 

of the Department having supervision of the kind of ; 

criminal prosecution involved. The 'Division head should 

delineate what progress reports Tie wishes. The Bureau 

should not be permitted to manipulate its submission of 

reports to serve its purposes, such as the protection 

of its public relation efforts, or the prevention of the 

responsible Division of the Department from causing the 

Bureau to pursue a line of inquiry which the Bureau does 

not approve. The Attorney General and his Assistants are 

the officers most accountable to the electorate and they, 

not the police agency, must maintain effective supervision.
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2. As a corollary of our espousal of tighter 

Department authority over the FBI, we recommend that the 

Bureau’s public relations activities and press relations 

be controlled by the;Attorney General’s Office of Public 

Information. Clear directives to prevent the development 

of personality cults around particular Bureau Directors 

and officials should be drawn. Bureau press releases should 

be cleared through the Office of Public Information.

3. The task force recommends that in sensitive 

cases no criminal action be instituted by the Bureau without 

the closest coordination and consultation with the supervising 

Division of the Department. This supervision by the Depart

ment should be as tight as the control and consultation the 

Bureau had with its Field Offices as exhibited in our review
- I» - -

of the assassination investigation.

4. It was observed that almost no blacks were in 

the FBI special, agent’s corps in the 1960's and none in 

the Bureau's hierarchy. This undoubtedly had the effect . 

of limiting not only the outlook and understanding of the 

problems of race relations, but also must have hindered the 

ability of investigators to communicate fully with blacks 

during the murder investigation. By way of illustration 

had there been black agents in the Memphis Field Office 

participating fully in the investigation of Dr. King's 

murder, it is unlikely that the interviews with
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at least three black mothers of the Memphis Police and Fire 

Department would have been overlooked. It is also very 

probable that black citizen "lead" input would have been 

greater.

B. As To The Security Investigation

The task force was charged to address itself 

particularly to the question' of whether the nature of the 

relationship between the Bureau and Dr. King called for 

criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other 

appropriate action. Our responses follow.

1. Because the five year statute of limitations 

has long since run we cannot reconmend criminal prosecution 

of any Bureau personnel, past or present, responsible for 

the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C. 

3282) . No evidence of a continuing conspiracy was found-.

2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging 

the security investigation rested on the deceased Director 

of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenants, some of whom 

are also deceased and the remainder of whan are retired. 

They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few 

Bureau personnel who had anything to do with the King security 

investigation and who are still in active service, did not 

make cormand decisions and merely followed orders. We do not
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think they are the .proper subjects of any disciplinary 

action. Some of the activities conducted, such as the 

technical electronic surveillance, had the approval of 

the then Attorney General. Ihe Courts had not adequately 

dealt with what authority rested in the executive branch 

to initiate such surveillance in the interest of ”national 

security”. We do not think the ’’leg men” in 'the Bureau 

should be held to an undefined standard of behavior, much 

less a standard not observed "by the highest legal officer 

of the government;
. z

Ihe Bureau’s OOINTELPRO type activities, the illicit 

dissemination of raw investigative data to discredit 

Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to'break up’his 

marriage, and the explicit and implicit efforts to black

mail him, were hot fully known to the Department, but were 

none-the-less ordered and .directed by Director Hoover, 

Assistant to the Director DeLoach, Assistant Director 

Sullivan and the Section Chief under him.

In our view their subordinates were far removed 

from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the 

subordinates clearly felt that, by' reason of Director 

Hoover's overpowering and intimidating domination of the 

Bureau, they hadno choice’but to 'inclement the Bureau’s 

directions. Punitive' action against the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force 

to be inappropriate in these circumstances and at this 

very late date.

3. The Bureau’s illicit surveillance'produced ■ 

tapes and transcripts concerning King and many others. 

These may be sought by King’s heirs and representatives. ’ 

Worse still, they may be sought by members of the public 

at large under the Freedom of Information Act. We 

recommend that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and 

sent to the National Archives and that the Congress be 

asked to pass legislation denying any access to them 

whatever and authorizing and directing their total 

destruction along with the destruction of material in 

reports and memoranda derived from them.

4. The potential for abuse by the individual 

occupying the office of Director of the FBI has been 

amply demonstrated by our investigation. We think it is 

a responsibility of the Department in the first instance 

and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct 

of the FBI (and the other police agencies of the govern

ment). We endorse the establishment by the Attorney 

General of the Office of Professional Responsibility bn 

December 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental 

policing of the Bureau. We also think the permanent
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Senate Select Committee on Intelligence is an appro

priate agency of the legislative arm to oversee the 

performance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro

fessional Responsibility and the Senate Select Committee 

should be expressly designated in their respective 

enabling regulations and resolutions to be a place to 

which Bureau subordinates may complain, confidentially 

and with impunity, of orders, which they believe to 

threaten a violation of the civil rights and liberties 

of citizens and inhabitants of the Waited States.

5. It. seems, to us that the unauthorized malicious 

dissemination of investigative data from EBI files should 

be. more than the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC 

552a(i) (1)). A felony penalty should be added.

Parenthetically, it .should be noted here that it 

should be made clear that it is improper (but not criminal)
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for the Bureau to by-pass the Attorney General and deal 

directly with the White House.
/

6. The task force recanmends that the FBI have no 

authority to engage in COINTELPRO type activities which 

involve affirmative punitive action following Star 

Chamber decisions with respect to citizens or inhabitants 

(See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide

lines which the present Attorney General has established 

to govern the FBI's domestic security investigations 

effectively preclude these activities. Those guidelines 

moreover, appear to us to permit only strictly legal 

investigative techniques to be employed in full scale 

domestic security investigations. This too we endorse.

The foregoing comprises our report and recommenda

tions. It is respectfully submitted.
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353 Madison Avenue

Memoh i s. Tennessee. 38 103

AUTOPSY REPORT

name of decedent__ jiLLr-d-n—Luchc-r—,Tr-»------ ;— race_s*—sex—i

HOME ADDRESS .----------------------- ----------- -----------------------------------------At 1 '.17.t.C. ... GOOHyTrS---------- ——
■ U»lt» 'I” o' TO»k "• STATE

COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER  1 J.y—T-,—hX-M}IG-i^-GEl , ■ u-D« ---- ------- ----------------------
adore ss j—HoMp’vi.fry—T^mne-s-iree-------- :-------- :----- -

DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL Phil A._ CaXialB-------- -- --- —-- ----------

address__ LleruJxis, Tonnos-- — -----------------

anatomical oiAo»os।s —Gunshot—wound—to—body and race withi----------------- ;------  
Fracture of nandible 
Lncerntion vertebral artery. jugular vein and sub - 
clavian arccry, ri”.ht,

____Laccradar: c^ spinal cord (low/-r cervlml. uppr_y._ 
thoracic),

rr»T ’Uli ion ary- her.’.atoaa.,__aptexy -r.i»ht upper—l-ohg—

cau$i of *’O*n . GuiLS^ie to—spinal—-col-uinn-,. -'■'l-ow.or—coryxc al-.
thoracic

»uu!n( ci .L>g3tr._Kas_, the, .result of a yinsW.wvn'!-.to the

ch Ln.. Aid. jvcL-Mlth.-X-tntalLJrmsa^ ...the. loucr-Go-rv^-1—aad____

I_Lh2ritIn 1X_CQrxl..and othnr strurfuros 5n thr- Pnrkr TJ^ ' 

tf 1 reccL.th«.ysurJIr^'anuCrsndirn^^ back, ahnyg dnwnKnrd on

{ (rtTlx- l ,A0.. Ie'U —Iha_5CYcrln7. Or the sninn! cord nt tMc Invnl 

V. 1.^.? Vli cxlc.M V.H.A_kS2n-J_tlEit._V!tnr.' fatnl very nhnrtTy after it 

<k*:<rre-.f»t 

' *. ’■ ? 11 l ' i:r'3vide i certified opinion to the County Medical 
* *’ , fJ The facts and findings to support these con-

* ■’ ” ’ ‘ ■ •’**1 < SlAte Medical Examiner.

*n « j-i <•• : • 

f f < « «.• I f»

* . , . ..t * I • »
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Form 388 

THE CITY OF MEMPHIS HOSPITALS
AUTOPSY -PROTOCOL

Autop sv No. AO 3 - 252 -______ Service Vod. Lx« Hospital,No.____________

Name Martin Luther King, Jr.____________ - Aae 59- RaceSex .
' : ' I ’ : Unknown-Apprcxi.• at

Date of Admission ROA______________Date and Hour of Death 4-4-OS____ P.A 
/

Date and Hour of Autoosy______ 4-4-68 10:45 'P.M, ______ .______ ;______________ - -

Pathologist Prs.Sprunt and Francisco_______ Assistant________ _______________

Checked by ;Date Completed 4-:ll-6G

FINAL PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS .

PRIMARY SKIES: . ’ '

I. Distant gunshot wound to body and face
A, Fracture of right mandible
B. Laceration of vertebi'al artery, jugular Vein .and subclavian 

artery, right
C, Fracture of spine (T-l, C-7)
D. Laceration of spinal cord (lower cervical, upper thoracic )
E. Submucosal hemorrhage, larynx
F. Intrapulmonary hematoma, apex right upper lobe

SECONDARY SERIES: ,7 ‘ ■

1. Remote scars as described .
2. Pleural adhesions '
3, Fatty change liver, moderate
4. Arteriosclerosis, moderate* ' . . ;
5» Venous cut-downs ' .
6. Tracheostomy • - -

LABORATORY FINDINGS: ’ -

Blood Alcohol - 0.01% -
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' ' - JAMES'EARL RAY

• Sema Knewn Expenditures: April 23, 1967 - June 8; .1968

Section Serial Item Amount 
' 1 "

Date

71 5246 Rent for one week, at 2731 
N. Sheffield; Chicago

$13.61 4/30/67

74 5448 1959 Chrysler; Chicago $200.00 6/5/67

74 5413 1962 Plymouth; East St. 
Louis

$209.50 7/14/67

74 5437X Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, 
Canada.

$17.28 7/17/67

19 2192 Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.00
Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Street, '
Montreal at $75/mp; Montreal

7/19/67

60 4692 ■ Suit at English- Scotch 
Woolen Conpany; Montreal

$75.06-
X

7/21/67

19 2192 Book ordered from Futura 
Books in Inglewood, Calif.; 
Montreal

$9.00 7/24/67

17 2068- • Correspondence .course at 
Locksmithing Institute in 
New Jersey; Montreal

$17.50 7/28/67

74 5402 .Grey Rocks Inn from 7/30 
to 8/5; Canada

$195.15 8/5/67

19 2192, Formula for making glass 
purchase by money order to 
E.Z. Formula;, Montreal

$1.00 8/9/67

• 74 5400 Granada Hotel; Birmingham $4.50 8/26/67

21 2324 Hoon and board for one week $22.50 8/26/67

6 628 - 1966 White Ford Mustang; $1,995.00 
Birmingham

8/30/67

21 2324 ' . Room and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/2/67

21 2324 Poem and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/9/67

21 2324 Dance lessons; Birmingham $10.00 9/12/67
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Section Serial I ten- Amount Dace

21 2324 Room and board;,Birmingham $22.50 9/16/67

21 2324 • Room and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/23/67

9 : 1135 Camera equipment, Superior $337.24 
Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham

9/28/67 
z

18 2118 Room only; Birmingham $17.50 9/20/67

55 1422 .38 Caliber, Liberty 
Chief Revolver $65.00 10/1/67

75 5496 Hotel San Francisco - 
10/10; Acapulco . $6.00 10/11/67

75 5496 Pancho Villa - 10/15; 
Guadalajara

$3.20 10/16/67

75 5496 Pancho Villa - 10/18;
Guadalajara

$3.20 10/19/67

69 5150 Hotel Rid at $4.80/day- 
10/19-11/6; Puerto 
Vallarta

$91.20* 11/6/67

69 5150 Elisa Arellano ‘to rent 
apt.; Puerto Vallarta

$48.00 11/ /67

69 5150 Hotel Tropicana at $7.20 
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto 
Vailarta

$43.20 11/13/67

6 668 Rent at 1535 N. Serrano; $127.-50 11/19/67

6 668 Utilities at 1535 N. 
Serrano; Los Angeles $10.00 11/20/67

52 4143 Appointment with Dr. Mark 
. a Freeman; Beverly Hills

$25.00 11/27/67.

52- 4143 Appointment with Dr. Mark 
Freeman

$25.00 11/30/67

52 4143 Appointment with'Dr. Mark 
Freeman

$25.00 12/4/67

52 4143 Dance lessons 'at National 
Dance Studio; Los Angeles

$29.00 12/5/67

52 4143 Appointment with Freeman $25.00 • 12/6/67

52 4143 Dance lessons
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Section Serial I ten Amount

52 4143 Appointment with Fresnan $25.00 12/11/67

52 4143 Dance lessons $29.00 12/12/67

6 745 ■
* t

22 2325 Dance lessons $100.00 12/14/67

52 4143 Appointment with Fresnan $25.00 12/14/67

74 5399 Provincial Motel - 12/17- 
12/19; New Orleans

. $24.00 12/19/67

6 745
12/21/6722 2325 Dance lessons $364.00

22 2325 Locksmithing Institute; 
Los Angeles

$15.00 1/8/68

22 2325 International School of
Bartending; Los Angeles

$20.00 1/19/68

22 2325 International School of $105.00 1/20/68
Bartending; Los Angeles -

, 22 2325 Rent at St. Francis Hotel; $85.00 1/21/63
Los Angeles -

12 1500 Free Press of Los Angeles $4.25 1/29/6S

22 2325 Locksmithing Institute $7.50 1/31/68

12 1500 C.M. Hedgpeth, mail forward- $3.00 2/1/68
ing service •

6 668 Rent at St. Francis Hotel $85.00 ' 2/21/68

12 1500 Futura Books $6.44 2/26/68

12 .. 1500 Tiffany Enterprises $9.98 2/26/68

22 2325 Locksmithing Institute $7.50 2/26/68

22 2325 Locksmith Ledger '$5.25 2/26/68

12 1428 Locksmithing Institute $15.00 .3/8/68

8 1033 Rocm/week at 113 14th St.; 
Atlanta $10.00 3/24/68
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Serial Item Amount Dace

5502 Flamingo Motel 3/22; $8.00 3/23/68
Selma

1428 locksmithing Institute; $7.50 . , 3/28/68
Atlanta * •

5725 Travelodge Motel; $8.48 3/29/68
Birmingham

432 Purchase of rifle $248.59 3/29/68
Birmingham

1033 Room in Atlanta $10.00 3/21/68

630 Rexall Drugstore; Whitehaven, $1.83 4/3/68
Tenn.

327 Roaring house on Main St. $8.50 4/4/68
Memphis

46 Binoculars; Morphis ' $41.55 4/4/68

4454 Rent/vzeek at 962 Dundas St.; $9.00 4/16/68
Toronto

‘ 4454 Round trip airplane ticket; $345.00 5/2/68
Toronto
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Section

68

JAMES EARL

Known Income: A?ril 23, 1967 - June 3, 1968

Serial

5100 Payroll checks fran Indian Trail Restaurant
Winnetka, Illinois

$664.34

May 7 $ 57.69
May 14 84.89
May 21 84.89
May 28 84.89
June 4 89.63
June 11 89.63
June 18 95.19
June 25 77.53
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' ’ ' UNITED STATES GOV • W^NT

Memorandum
A

May 22, 1961

subject:

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR.;
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen \

' Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist
who led bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, and "sit-in demonstra
tions*'* has been associated with National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored'People and Congress of Racial Equality. King 

Ihas not been invesflgatgjijjy^ ,

Bureau ^files reveal: King fhanked Socialist Workers Part^ 
(cited by Attorney Genera IT vfor support of bus boycott; attended 
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittee of Senate 
Judiciary Committee); and was honorary chairman df Young Socialist 
League campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror. k

King’in 1950:s mentioned as'potential victim of assassin
tit ation’ plot and- in_1957 attcndedJZommunist Party training._s.chppX.

[ and reportedly gave closing spee'clf. King President of

-2 - 
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Memorandum to .Mr. Rosen*

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (to further Negro vote
registration) and advised "The Civil Rights law...is meaningless 
unless we. go out and make use of it.” King thanked Benjamin ' 
Davis, Jr., Communist Party official,- for giving blood when he 
was in a hospital following assault. King in I960 indicated his 
support for Committee to Secure Justice for Norton Sobcll (cited 
by Mouse Committee on Un-American Activities (IICUA) as communist 
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The Nation" which called 
for integration of FBI to help speed integration. King attended 
meetings with integration leaders in Montgomery, Alabama', 5-21-61

' - 3 -
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UNITED STATES GCVERNME '

Memorandum
TO ■ H. Belmont

FROM Mr. W. C. Sullivan.

?

date: August 30, 1963

subject: "COMMUNIST
NEGRO QUESTION 

is - c" a......

PARTY, USA

. Director 
received

Reference is made to.the enclosed material' on which 
has written: ’’This memo reminds me vividly of those 
when Castro took over Cuba/ 'Yop contended then that

■one

Gale ___ 
Roscr.
Sullivan
Tove! -
Trover----  
Tele. Roon - 
Malm**, 
Gandy —

his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists. 
\alone proved you wrong. I for one can’t ignore the memos re King

the
I
Castro and

Time

et al as. having only an infinitesimal 
effect on the efforts'to exploit the American Negro by the Communists.”

• The Director is correct. We were completely wrong about
believing the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago 
that Fidel Castro was not a communist or Under communist influence. On 
^investigating 'and writing about communism and the American Negro, we 
■had better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us. 
i
i I do think that much of the difficulty relating to the memorar^
■dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the 
word ”influence t” We do not have, and no Government agency or private 
iorga^zation has, any yardstick which can accurately measure ’’influence” 
Ilk th.is particular c’ontext, even when we know it does exist such as in 
%he case of the obvious influence of .... ...

ovex* Martin Luther King and King’s"'ih’fluence“*ovef "other "Xegro 
Pleaders." Personally, I believe in the light of King’s powerful 
’demagogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other 
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of 
■Negroes. We must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the 
;mqst_ dangerous Negrg^qf_ the future in this Nation from, the^standpoin^''' ) 
;QX.-.c.ommunism,._th_e NjTgifg^anTyna^ipna^^ .. . t /
{ .. " ' ’ . . . . . . .

..j ' On determining membership of Negroes in the Commuffist Patty,
we are. not confronted with the same problem.’ We do have here accurate • 
'yardsticks for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are 
(Very exacting. This moans there are many Negroes who are fellow
-travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly, 
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old 
;communist principle still holds: ’’Communism must-;be, built with non
communist hqpd’sy” Therefore, it may be unrealistic-to limit ourselves as 
we have been £tolng_to legalisticyproof or definitely conclusive ■^xdence 

.EnclosuA" —....  •• ' ’ .... '
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o P
Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 1 ' *
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA =

NEGRO QUESTION *
100-3-75

(that would stand up in testimony _inxoui;t or before Congressional 
committees that the Communist Party, USA, does'wield" substantial 
THf lu'ence" over Negroes which one day could become decisive. z

The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned, 
.while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did

-j suffer from such limitations. .These limitations we-will make every 
effort to lift in the future. The great amount of attention this 
'Division is giving to communist activities directed toward the Negro 
should enable us to do this. ... ’

. For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro - 
communist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and 
■during the past few weeks four meh have been so occupied. Additionally, 
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist 
infiltration of the Negro; (2). monographs have been written on the

. subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memoranda 
and reports; (‘4) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current Intelli
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro March of August 23, 
1963, (149 copies of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of 
the Government); (5) much material on the issue is given to Agents at 
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this. Division 
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro Mat'ch 
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased- coverage of 
communist influence bn the Negro. . _

’ - . As the memorandum pointed out, ’’this Nation is involved in a.
I form of racial reyol.u.tion and the time has.never_been so right...!.or
I 6xplp.itatxpnlpf the Negroes by..communist propagandists. “‘""Nineteen millior 
Negroes constitute the greatest single "racial ‘target of the Communist 
Party, USA. This is a sombre reality we must never lose sight of. We 

, will do everything possible in the troubled ‘future to develop fox* the 
’Director all available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis: 
/Party, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence 
jof communist organizations and officials over the leaders and masses of 
: Negroes. .. ' ‘

■ . We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis.

RECOMMENDATION:

For the information of the Director.

-2- -166
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UNITED STATES GC. RNMENT

Memorandum
to : Hr. W. C. Sullivan ' date: September

from : Hr. F. J. Baumgardner,,

n .
subjeci: COMMUNIST PARTY, US,A. •

NEGRO-QUESTION '
COMMUNIST.INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - COL2JU1IIST

i This memorandum recommends increased coverage of communigt
| influence on the Negro. The history of the Communist Party, USA ’ 
J , is' .fm) ere with its attempts—ip exploit , influence and
» recruit .the Negro. The Maren on Washington, S-2S-63, was a striking 
exampTc“^T~S'JGir~cbmtiunist activity as Party leaders early put into 
motion efforts to accrue gains for the CPUSA from the March. Well- 
docuraented information concerning the Party’s influence on a principal 
March leader, Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., is but an example.
The presence at the March of around 200 Party members, ranging from 
several national functionaries headed byiCPUSA General Secretary Gus 
Hall,:to many rank-and-file members, is clear indication of thje Party’s 
favorite var get (the Negro) today.

All indications are that the March was not the ’’end" of the 
line" and that the Party will step up its efforts to explit racial 
unrest and in every possible way claim credit for itself relating to 
any "gains" achieved by the Negro. A clear-cut indication of the 
Party’s designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly seductive X 
leadership meeting in November, 1963, wh.ich will deal primarily .with’ ' 
the Negro situation.. This meeting is to be preceded by aTgus Ha-XT7 
"barnstorming" trip through key areas of the country to meet Pa^ty- j 
people and thus bcttei* prepare hifaself for the November /.meeting'?

The entire field is being alerted to this si^tfatioiftin a • 
proposed SAC Lottei* (attached). The field is being instructed to 
intensify our coverage of communist influence on the Negro.by giving 
fullest consideration to the use of all possible investigative ;
techniques. In addition, the field is 'bqlng.'ftold to intensify its • 
coverage of those communist fronts through which the Party channels’ |
its influence and to intensify its investigations of the many Party !
members and dupes who engage in activities on behalf of the Party 
in the Negro field. Further, %<.• arv !:trcssing"th.e urgent need for 
imaginative and nggr*-.-.w u>:t ter. t<» b.« utilized through our Counter
intelligence i’r« gran—tr.vsc c* :. igr.ou to attempt to neutralize or 
disrupt the Party’s activities the Negro. field. Necessity for • 
prompt handling of all facets ot this matter to insure timely dissemi
nation to the Department and ®U;Ur*(inlcreited-ftgenc.ies, is—also be-inr 
emphasized^ . . . /• /
100-3-11GI ' Si OCT 1G 1963 *
i - MO-4^7-6 (CTUGA, Negro ? . -
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

NEGRO QUESTION
. COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
(100-3-116J '

The proposed SAC Letter requires key security offices 
to submit to the Bureau, within SO days, an analysis of their 

' current coverage of communist activities in the Negro field plus 
. ’details of their plans for intensification. Also, those 1G 

offices participating in the Counterintelligence Program on a 
regular basis are being required to include in their next monthly 
letters due. 10-15-63 their plans to neutralize or disrupt Party 
activities^ in the Negro field. . .

• If approved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising £
the field as above and urging full implementation so that the £ )■
desired results may be achieved. Also attached for approval are-
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

* While the attached memorandum 
bears tlie initials of Mr. Baumgardner, 
it was prepared from a rough-draft furnished 
to him by Mr. Sullivan. '

It should be understood that
Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmont 
read the memorandum and agreed with it 
prior to its submission. , ..

-169-



EXHIBIT 11

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 365



To: Mr. A. H. Belmont t Date: Septembe
From^ Mr. W. C. Sul^^k^

Re: COMMUNIST PARTY, U^A.
NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS ’*
-INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Predication;

. " . ' ReTerence is made to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/16/63
"and to -the attached proposed SAC Letter.

. . On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of . 
the Director’s continued dissatisfaction with the manner in which ■: 
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent. ’ 
memoranda on the same subject matter. This situation is very 
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division .
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly want to do '
everything possible to correct our shortcomings. V»e absolutely will 
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be 
stiff-necked and unbending concerning our analysis of this matter. ' 
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter, 
until there was a clarification and a meeting of minds relative to 
the question of the extent of communist influence over Negroes and 
their leaders,. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely . 
try to clarify a‘most regretable situation. It is prepared not on 
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that • 
this discussion need not be made a matter of official record..

’
Common Agreement: ‘ ■ • •

* First, I am sure we all are in agreement.on the following 
which was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief 
attached: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has 
spent enoi'mous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to influence 
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million 
Negroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial 
target of the Communist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther 
King, __ _______ .does have as an cxtremnlv important
advisor ” r ■(4) we
are right now in this nation engaged in a form.of social -revolution 
and the time has never been so right for exploitation of the .
Negroes by communist propagandists; and (5 the Communist Party 
could in the future make prodigious stridcs'a.nd great successes with 
the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national security. 
In addition to the above, the material furnished contained many pages 
of specific examples of communist-policies. programe—and—activities

Enclosures
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA •

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS .

showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters in this nation, 
relative to which we can all agree. .

Essence of the Situation: ■
’ ' - - - - - - • •. J

The essence of the situation seems to be this: We 
presented what facts there dre in our files in the Brief in question 
and I know that the Director certainly would not want us to do other 
than this. *The position taken at the time the- Brief was writton was 
that, while there is communist influence being exerted on Negroes 
and Negro leaders, it _has._not_rcached_ the pointycf^control or 
domination a This historically hab^beeK’the'pd’sition of the Bureau 
in "this mat«er in light of file reviews going back ten to twenty 
years. ,ujrUr£

The Historical Position: 0-0

- For example, in a detailed document prepared on Communist
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement, referring io "the 
failure of the Communist Party to attract even a significant number 
of Negroes in the United States to its number." -Another example is 
to be found in an analysis in this same field prepared by the Bureau, 
in 1956-to the effect that communist efforts have been "unsuccessful 
on a state or national level" in infiltrating "legitimate Negro- 
fraternal, protest and improvement organizations," although they made 
’limited success in some "isolated chapters." The Director’s book, 
Masters of Deceit, published in 195.?L states: "It became obvious 
that .the Party, despite great effof-ts, had failed to win over even 
a significant minority of Negroes." In I960 the Director’s statement 
to The Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, reads: 
"It is no secret that one oi .the bitterest Gisappointments of 
communistic efforts in this Nation has been their failure to lure 
our Negro citizens into the Party." In 1962 similar public statements 
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director .

. under the date of August 23, 19G3, this historical position was ’
’ * restated and it was said, "One of the bitterest disappointments of 

the communists has been their single failure to lui^e any significant 
number of our Negro citizens into the Party." This statement was 
sot forth again in. the cover memorandum which the Director marked.

The point I wish to make here is this: The fact that this 
Ihas been our historical position in the Bureau for many years is no 
reason to assume that it is the correct position,at this time, as the 
Erector has clearly expHTm-u. hr.vs anil conditions change and, as 
the evidence mounts, naturally we need to change oui* position along 
*lth this evidence. ■

■ ’ - 2 -
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

Interpretation:

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful, 
for they are somewhat like stones .tossed in a heap as contrasted 
to the same stones put in the form of a sound edifice. It is

H obvious to {is now that we did not nut the proper interpretation upon 
the facts which we gave to the Director.

Martin Luther King:

We have been aware of the communist influence for nearly 
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and in the' comprehensive memorandum entitled 
“Communist Party, USA, Negro Question," dated 3/23/63 we set out 
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this 

. country have had subversive connections in their backgrounds and 
i that'Martin-Luther King. Jr., has been dealing with    
I ■ A •___ 1

As previously 
.stated, we are in complete agreement with the’Director that 
communist influence is being exerted on Martin- Luther King, Jr., 

' and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have 
stated' before in a memorandum, we regard’ Martin Luther King to 
be the most dangerous and effective Negro leader in the country. 
In addition,, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward 
strengthening its position among the Negroes inasmuch as we have 
ixiforma.tion the Party plans, to intensify its efforts to exploit 
the racial situation for the purpose of gaining influence among 
the Negroes.
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Memorandum for Mr, Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PAEtTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

SAC Letter'to the Field •

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that 
the enclosed SAC Letter,, which was, returned to us by the Director, 
should be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this: 
We need to renew ouf efforts and keep the pi’essure on and_leave 
.no stone untufned to develop_evei;y.and’,all_facts which exist 
in this matter’". Some of*"these’"facts may not yet have’been 
uhearthdd'by‘~dur field offices, and will not be unless we 
follow up this matter evermore closely with them. My second 
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is.related 
to the-present changing situation inthe 'Communist Party - Negro'

• relations area. During the'past two weeks ,in .particular there 
have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist

• officials to infiltrate and to .dominate Negro developments in 
this country. Furtherthey are, meeting with successes. This 
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on. 
Washington on August 28 communist officials have, been doing all. 
possible to exploit the very troubled racial situation. As* . 
they said weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the 
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to 
penetrate and influence-Negroes and Negro leaders. They are 
now in full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed, 
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given . 
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist - Negro 
activities. The SAC Letter in question, will be a great help 
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important

. facts relating to the current changes and pertinent activities 
, going on during the past few weeks in this .entire field.

Subject of Deep Concern* . -• • .

May I repeat that.our failure to measure up to what the 
Director expected of us in the area of. communist - Negro relations 
is a subject of yery,_deep. concern to us in the Domestic Intelligence 
Division. We are disturbed by thisand ought tp.be. I want him

- 4 -
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USAk 

NEGRO QUESTION
■ COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

to know that we will- do everything that is humanly possible to , 
develop all facts nationwide relative to the communist penetration 
and influence over Negro leaders and thcii' organizations.

RECOMMENDATIONS? '
(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval for sending 

the enclosed SAC Letter to the field.

(2) In order that other agencies and prominent government 
officials will be aware of the determined efforts of the Communist 
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Director approves we 
will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those attempts 
to penetrate, influence, and control the Negro movement. Dy setting 
these facts forth, succinctly and clearly, the roadoi- cannot help ’ 
but be impressed with the seriousness of the communist activities.

-174-
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EXHIBIT 12 
(Classified)
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MR. TOLSON:
. Hobies__________

/The attached analysis of / Gondy-  
Communism and the Negro Movement is’ 
highly explosive. It can be regardejZas 
a personal attack on. Martin LuthexU-King. 
There is no doubt it will have a X®avy 
impact on the Attorney General and anyone 
else to whom we disseminate it. It is 
labeled TOP SECRET. However, ‘even such a 
high classification seems to be no bar 
today to a leak, and should this leak out 
it will add fuel to a matter which may 
already be in the cards as a political 
issue during the forthcoming Presidential 
campaign. . • •

Tho meiuoxaudum makes good reading and ■ 
is based on information from reliable sources.
We may well be charged, however, with 
expressing opinions and conclusions, ’parti*-. 
cularly with reference to some of the 
statements about King. ••• *

This memorandum may stable’the ^Attorney 
General,’ particularly in view^pf’/his past 
association with King, and the fact that we 
are disseminating this outside the Department. 
He may resent this. Nevertheless^-the 
memorandum is a powerful warning .agajLnst 
CommUfiist»influence in the Negro movements 
aiTNpVTT^vlTT-^ out our responsibility

j 6 OCT 23 1953

A. ""V-!
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2EC 15 1376
. FGF: Ji'W - vek

Hr. James Earl Ray
Post Office Box ^3
Brushy i-tountain Penitentiary
Petros, .Tennessee 37845

Dear Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attorney General of the United 
States created a task force for the purpose of reviewing 
the FBI's investigation of the assassination of 
Dr. Hartin Luther King, Jr.

The task force is now in the process of winding up 
its inquiry before submitting a final report to the 
Attorney General. However, we feel tint our inquiry will 
not be complete unless we give you an opportunity to state 
your participation, or lack of participation, in the 
rounder of Dr. King.

Accordingly, we hereby request, through your attorney, 
Janes H. Lesar, Esquire, your consent to an interview by 
members of the task force. If you should agree to tali; 
to us, our time schedule requires us to arrange for the 
interview to take place not later than December 31, 197c.

Please let us kriaw immediately whether you desire 
to be interviewed.

Sincerely,

Fred G. Folsom 
Director

Martin Luther King, Jr., Task Force

cc: James H. Lesar, Esquire

-177-
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^efrns, '©Eimsssec 37S45

Mr. Jases H. Losar 

Attorney at Law

1231 fourth. Street, S.W 

Wash. D.C.

December 20, 1976

re: Ray v. Tenn. cr. Indictment no. 166^5;

Shelby county, Tennessee. (1963)

Dear Jim:

In respect to your letter saying that a justice department attorney, Mr. 

James F. Walker, would like to interview ne concerning the above indict

ment, I agree with your advice opposing the interview. It would appear 

that this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their book writing 

collaborators,e.5., Gerold Frank, George McMillian, st al.

If they had wanted to interview the defendant, under oath, justice had 

ample opportunity in the 1974 H.C. hearing in Memphis, Tennessee, through 

their surrogate, W. Henry Haile; and I understand no representative from 

justice appeared as a witness at the hearing. . .

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before is a jui'y.

I understand you to say justice has not read any of the trs. of prior 

hearings & suits. Therefore I’ll include’ in the cc copy of this letter 

to justice a copy of a Complaint that speaks to the MLK jr. matter with 

attached. Ex—A, althoe I doubt if justice or their publishing associates 

will bo interested in the Complaint contents. ’

cc: James F. Walker, Esq. J.D.

Sincerely: Janes e. Ray 

P.O. Box—73 

Petros, Teun. 37345.

-178-
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UNITED STATZS DISTRICT CCU=T 
. POR .THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEL'NESSEE

o
wester:^ division

JAMES E. RAY', ; . ‘

, * Plaintiff J .

■ ? L .

VS. ' ;

TIME INC. . ■ ' ' ;

george McMillian
W. HENRY HAILE ' • * ’ j Civil Action No.

WILLIAM BRATFORD HUIE ’ i .

GEROLD FRANK i

HON. ROBERT M. McRAE ' P ’ /

BRENDAPELLICCIOTTI i

Defendants ... ’

' . COMPLAINT . ' a

\ ' /' < -•• • &

V. ALLEGATION OF JURISDICTION: " ’■

(a) jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein subject natter is-ttased upon 
* * # ’ < >

. diversity of citizenship and the amount in recovery.

■ Plaintiff, acting pro se, is a citizen of the State of Tennessee under ’’oper-

. atiqn of Law" in the subject matter; defendant TIME Inc. (here^in-after, TIME) 

is a'citizen of the State of New York; defendant George McMillian (here-in- 

after;. McMillian),’ .is a citizen of the State of Massachusetts; defendant '.7.

. Henry Haile-.(here-in-after, Haile) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee;

defendant William. Eratford Huie '(here-in-after, Huie) is a citizen of the 

State of Alabama; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in-after, Frank) is a citizen 

of the State of New York; defendant Hon. Robert M. McRae (here-in-after, Judge

... <•' ■••'•..•McRae) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee; defendant Brenda Pellicciotti 

(here-in-after, Pellicciotti) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee. The 
*

‘ matter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of interest and' costs, the sun'of

ten thousand dollars.

(b) Jurisdiction founded in ths’existence of a federal question and the amount 

in controve'rsy:

' ■ -179- '
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§ 1343 C4).

The action arises under the fifth, sixth, and fourteenth, amendments to 

. the Untied States constitution; U.S.C. Title 28 g 1331 (a), as here-in— 

after nofe fully appears; The natter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of 

interest' and costs, the sun of ten thousand dollars. -

(c) Jurisdiction founded on the existence of a question arising under parti

cular statute: -i . . ’ '

• . ’ : ? ■ ’ *’ •’ .
The action arises under Act 42 U.S.C.A. § 1983; U.S.C. Title 28 

As here-in-after more fully appears. .

THIS IS AN ACTION IN LIBEL & CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

GENERAL BACKGROUND: ■ • •

• a .................£ '
On April 4th 1968, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., was shot . -d killedyin,

• Memphis Tennessee; in May 1968 the plaintiff was indicted by the Shelby 

county gyand jury (cr. indictment.no. 16645) for said shooting; on March 

10th 1969'Plaintiff, allegedly through coercion by his- attorney, Percy

‘ Foreman & the prosecution, entered a guilty plea to said cr. indictment; on 

February 2nd 1974 the U.S. 68bh circuit, court of appeals ordered an evident

iary hearing into the circumstances of said plea, Ray v. Rose 491 F2d 285 

^C.A.6, 19741 on. February 27th. .1975 after, -hearing, said evidentiary- proceedings- 

the U.S. District court for the W.D. of Tennessee, Hoh. Robert M. McRae, pre

siding ruled against-plaintiff, Ray v. Rose, C-74-166; on May 10th 1976 the 

U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals upheld Judge McRae’s ruling in said evi

dentiary hearing- Ray v. Rose, C-75-1795* " ... ■ -

Plaintiff, JAMES E. RAY, sues ’ ’ ‘

Defendants, TIME INC.; GEORGE McMILLIAN; W. HENRY HAILE; WILLIAM BRATFORD • 

HUIE; GEROLD FRANK; ROBERT M. McRAE; BRENDA PELLICCIOTTI, and alleges: .

2. That while awaiting trial in the aforementioned cr. indictment the plain

tiff copied down from recollection information he had gained in his 1967 
‘ • • •

associations, associations which lead to plaintiff being charged under 

said indictment. ’ ’ ' •

3. That a brief summary of said recollections and their subsequent disposi

tion by plaintiff are as follows: '

■ -180- ‘
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(a) during one plaintiff's confinement in *563^^wrote down

on a money receipt issued forth from the Sheriff’s office of the Shelby 

county, Tennessee, jail information which plaintiff believed had a direct 

bearing on said cr. indictment-. See, Ex—-A.

* * ' * ‘‘‘t ’*

(b) the information consisted 'of telephone numbers & one name & address; all 

numbers were written down backwards,-including the address- ,

(c) the two telephone numbers were listed next to the word "Sister",, the 

first being listed in. Hew Orleans, Louisiana; the second being in. Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana. ,, ,

(d) the address is listed under the name, Vera C. Staples.

(e) the telephone nuaber listed under the Baton Rouge address was furnished 

to plaintiff’s attorney, Percy Foreman, who was representing plaintiff in 

said cr. indietaent.

(f) the address was not investigated until plaintiff was incarcerated-upon 

pleaing to said indictment; a compendium of the post trial investigation 

A? would indicate: the information cited above was ;given to a St. Louis, Miss-

f - 'ouri, labor leader, and infomed it pertained to the MLK Jr. case, who app-

I arently in turn furnished said infomation to a Nashville, Tennessee, ex-

, Attorney to investigate;, said Attorney had sources in the State of1 Louisiana 

investigate the natter and thereafter said 'Attorney reported’ the Baton-Rouge 

listed nuaber resident was under the-influence of the Teaasters union; and

’ the New Orleans listed number resident.was among other things- ah agent-of 

, a nideast-organization disturbed because of Dr .. King’ s reported forthcoming,

before his death, public support of the Palestine Arab cause. fReferences to 

the address if any was unclear.)

(g) the plaintiff had come.by said name & address shortly before crossing 

' the border in November 1967 from Tijuana, Mexico, into the United States;

the name was Randolph Erwin Rosen, 1.18Q N.W. River Drive, Miami’,' Florida; 

other reference was made to a EEAA; a check through the Miami directory in

•' 1:97O indicted no Rosen listed with the above first & second name; in 1973-

?4 a Chicago, Illinois, reporter was quired as -to the name of a Rosen who 

was an official in the Progressive LaboR Party, the reporter later responded 

said Rosen, or Rosens, activities were mainly in the New York, New York, 

area; shortly‘thereafter said reporter was substantiated by material plain

tiff received indirectly from the Hon. Richard Ichord a congressman from 

, ■ - •- . -181-^
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Missouri; tn^Fafter an Attorney in Oklahoma City^ Oklahoma, was furnished

the Hosen naae and asked if he could find any information re the subject

■ in. New Orleans, and infomed the subject night have a cr. record; the Att- 

orney’reported back that the subject’s last name most likely was, Rosehson, 

and that he had a cr. conviction in. New Orleans, Louisiana, federal court for 

a narcotics violation; thereafter a Tennessee licensed Attorney procured 

the tr. of said conviction; subsequently another check was made through the, 

: Miami, telephone directory which did list a ’’Randy Rosendon" but with an 
* V

address discrepancy. •

4— That plaintiff intended the above information for exclusive use, after 

a through investigation, in a Jury trial under said cr. indictment—rather 

. than for comstercialzing in. the communications industry—and in consequence 

withheld parts thereof front plaintiff’s cr. Attorneys, who were enmeshed

■ with defendant (novelist) William Bratford Huie in commercial publishing 
< ,

<• .- ventures: 1st) Attorney Arthur Hanes sr., who immediately upon entering the

i_. : suit contracted with defendant,. Huie and 2nd) Attorney Percy Foreman, who while

not entering into literary contracts with Kr. Huie until January 1969,. two

' months after Foreman's entering the suit,. Mr. Foreman did not question plain-
I

. ' tiff about said information or ether aspects of the cr. indictment—because

j’ of his (Foreman's) admitted trial preparation methods—until February 1969

j. ■ 5- That in February 196$, after Percy Foreman had entered into literary

• contracts with defendant, Huie, plaintiff furnished Attorney Foreman with

( the above mentioned,. Baton Rouge, phone number and asked him to investigate

in connection with the MLK Jr. homicide. Shortly thereafter nr. Foreman 

replied in effect that if there were to be any telephone numbers refered

■ to’-in court he (Foreman) would furnish-.them through contacts in interstate

' gambling—Mr. Foreman mentioned a, Mr. Meyer Lansky',, as his source.

‘ 6. That subsequently, after the prosecution and Percy Foreman had maneuvered 

plaintiff into entering a plea to said indictment,, the plaintiff on March 

11.th 1969 was checked into the Tennessee State penitentiary—Nashville

• Branch—and therein all plaintiff's personal property including the paper

■ herein attached as EX-A,’ and including incoming legal & personal letters 

pailed to said prison,- were confiscated from plaintiff. Two or three days 

later after discussing briefly with State corrections commissioner, Harry

f Avery, the letters including EX-A were returned to plaintiff by said, -182-
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Commissioner, Har^^Avery. (except for a> thia line ci'^^ng some’ writings 

the property, seemed in order.

• 71 That prior to Plaintiff’s transfer to the aforementioned penitentiary,
* • ‘ ‘

. ■ Commissioner Avery, the lata Governor of Tennessee, Hon. Buford Ellington,

and Governor Ellington’s adninistrative assistant, Mr.-William L. Barry, 

' i had decided and committed to writing (see, Avery testimony in, Ray vs. Russ

ell, U.S. Dis. Ct. M.D. Tn. Civ. Action no. 5590, 1970)Plaintiff’.s treat

neat upon entering said penitentiary,ie, arbitrary lodging of Plaintiff in 

■ solitary confinement immediately upon his entering prison.

8. That thereafter on (Karch 13,- 19©) when plaintiff commenced petitioning 

the trial court fora new trial under said indictment, Commissioner Avery 

attempted to persuade Plaintiff against seeking a trial under said, indictment 

' - and after falling that informed Plaintiff that he would hever be releasted

’ _ » ■
\ : . • from solitary confinement while he (Avery) was corrections commissioner.

1 ,

•s “ 9» That in the succeeding years until the present Plaintiff has been arbi-
i . ‘ . ■

, trarily locked in-solitary confinement/segregation for approximately five

.: years, during which time their has been several suicides by prisoners beca

. , ause of the harshment of the confinement including two (2) who burned them-

■ ' selves to-death. See, EX—B.

« . 10., That after the aforementioned plea by Plaintiff the trial Judge, Hoh.

Preston Battle, departed from Memphis, Tennessee^ for a vacation and while

x on said vacation the then -Governor of Tennessee, Hon. Buford Ellington,

• . . upon learning of Plaintiff’s effort to receive a jury trial under said in

, dictment, dispatched State officials to located Judge Battle to offer him 

/the next Appellate. Judgship vacancy if the Judge would deny Plaintiff a 

trial under the petition refered to in paragraph-8 above. . ..

- it. That on or about March 12th<1969 in.the prison segregation building 

, • ;
•' Plaintiff was confronted through a ruse/by*special agent, Robert Jensen

of the Memphis, Tennessee, federal bureau of ihvestagation office. The 

thrust of “r. Jensen’s conversation was seeking cooperation of Plaintiff

• in furthereing the FBI investigation of said cr» indictment. When Plaintiff

refused the cooperation offer’Hy. Jensen upon departing said Plaintiff could 
V * • ' •

' * ’ expect Plaintiff Brothers (John & Jerry Ray) to join him in prison,, or words

, ’ to that effect, thereafter: -183-
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(a) J^^ntiff's brother, Jerry Hay, was i^^Lidated to the extent 

that he had to resign his Job in tha Chicago, Illinois, area; sub

' sequently after forcing him from his job the FBI attempted to frame

him for numerous crimes. ' '

(b) plaintiff’s other brother, John Ray, was arrested by police 

while driving his car in the St. Louis, Missouri, area and subsequent

ly charged by the FBI for aiding and abetting a bank robbery. Tried 

and convicted with a defendant whom the government alleged actually 

robbed said bank, John was given 18 years and the alleged robber 10

' years; upon appeal the alleged robber’s conviction was reversed by the

. ’ 8th U.S. circuit court of appeals because the fruits of an illegaly

• search & seizure was used against him; however, the 8th circuit ruled

• thirfthe fruits of the illegal search was not ground for reversing

John Ray’s case becasue the alleged evidence (stolen money) was not 

' taken from him; upon re-trial the alleged robber was acquited; sub-

■ . sequently another defendant in the robbery was charged and entered a

. . plea for three (3) years which was later reduced to eighteen months

• r ■ by the government. ... ■

■ ; - . ■ . ' * . ’ •
. 12. That in June 1969 Plaintiff filed a civil action in the United States

t
. ■ District court for the M.D. of Tennessee seeking to void contracts between

[. plaintiff, the aforementioned Percy Foreman, and defendant, Huie. In att-

• empting to have said civil action (Complaint) dismissed, thus necessitat-

• ing the refiling by Plaintiff in the W.D. of Tennessee, the defendants

. Attorney the late, John J. Hooker sr., of the Davidson county Tennessee

’ k bar, illegally procured Plaintiff’s entire prison record, including decide

■ - '.p informatihn, from the aforementioned corrections commissioner, Harry Avery,

' ' H * •
■' - ' and was thus able to have said Complaint dismissed in the M.D. of Tennessee

; and refiled in the W.D. (civil action no. C-69-199) before Judge McRae,

, because of said domicle information. '

■ L . \ .
13. That thereafter in civil action no. C-69-199 one of Judge McRae’s 

initial rulingrwas that said action would be decided by deposition rather 

than live testimony—subsequently the Judge dismissed the-’ suit-on. motion - 

Q$;.the defendants. ■ ’ • ' .

_ -14. That following the United states Sixth circuit court of appeals mH ng

’ on February 3rd 1974 ordering an evidentiary hearing into the circumstances

■ ■ Of Plaintiff’s aforementioned guilty plea under said indictment defendant,

: . Judge McR§e, again assumed jurisdiction to conduct said hearing (civil

■ ' action no.C-74-166) and again ruled that the two principal witnesses, the

’ , / ’ -184
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o
aforementioned Percy Foreman, i defendant, Huie, would not have to undergo 

' live testimony, *“a Judgo accomplished this legal maneu- *

' vser by puling the Plaintiff's subpoena powers qere liaited to a 100- mile

radius of Memphis, Tennessee. . ■

That Judge McRae further prejudicial & arbitrary actions 'St inactions 

listed below effectively diainished the Plaintiff’s right under the United 
• ' " • / **

- States Supreme court mandate for a full and qquitable evidentiary hearings
* _ *

* (a) the court ruled in effect P at'the ;solicitation of the

State’s Attorney, defendant Haile^-who had complained to the court that 

the press was urging the State to ask certain questions of Plaintiff—that 

General Haile could inquire of Plaintiff’s alleged information he (plaint

. iff) provide said Percy Foreman concerning others persons allegedly culpa

' ’ ‘ ble under said cr. indictment. Thereafter, althoe Plaintiff did refer to

V

information described above as being given to Mr. Foreman- by Plaintiff, and

.. within the confines of the above court ruling, neither defendant, Haile,

or. Judge McRae questioned Plaintiff in the1 matter.

(b) Judge McRae in concert with defendant, Pellicciotti, has con-

‘ sistently—despite petitions from Plaintiff’s counsel, James H. Lesar—

J declined to forward to the U.S. Sth circuit court of appeals relevant it

• . necessary portions of. the transcript in said evidentiary hearing: specif

' p " ically, the definitive portions of said transcript evidencing, Percy Foreman, 

. - after'invatation, refused to offer live testimony in said evidentiary hear-

• ■ ing; and thus through their deleterious inactions in the tr. matter contri- ‘

. buted substantially to the Sth circuit- decision against Plaintiff therein.

” ' ' P ;
■ (c) Judge McRae" has ignored a petition to take perpetuating testi

" mony, filed after said evidentiary hearing, from defendant, Huie. Mr. Huie

being a principal character, therein.

’ 15« That prior to said evidentiary hearing, Judge McRae, mislead or att

empted to mislead Plaintiff’s Tennessee cr. counsel as evidenced by a

. series of letters Plaintiff receive'd from said Counsel (Mr. Robert I.

- Livingston) implying that during several encounters with Judge McRae he

’ . (Livingston) was lead to believe the court was sympathetic to Plaintiff’s

case and thus a vigorus presentation by Plaintiff’s counsel would not be
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16. That vffeir have been publicized allegation^that, Judge McRae, is 

more concerned -with the political effects of his decisions than the 

• law. Sae, EX— C. * * ' '

' « • -

• ■ 1?. That the clerk of the court defendant, Pellicciotti, wherein said

evidentiary hearing was conducted acted in concert with, Judge McRae, 

- in declining to prepare and forward tr. material, described in paragraph 

’ 11f-b above, to the U.S. sixth circuit thus contributing substantially

' ‘ to the sixth circuit denying Plaintiff relief under said evidentiary

hearing. ’ • _ ■

. . 18. That defendant, Haile, who was the State’s chief counsel in the afore-

■ . mentioned evidentiary hearing, but is now in private practice, has libel

. - ; ed Plaintiff by aiding & abetting defendant, McMillian, in McMillian* s

’ ‘ ’ - preparing & authoring the aforementioned artilce for defendant, TIME.

• 19 • That defendant, McMillian, informed Plaintiff’s brdither, Jerry Ray,

■ of hi’s (PiSMillian’s) relationship, with defendant, Haile. .

. --20. That in 1975 defendant, Haile, appeared with defendant, McMillian,

’ at the Tennessee State penitentiary—Nashville Branch—wherein McMillian

. . ’ requested warden, James H. Hose, a personal friend of-Haile, to contact

...... . , .. Plaintiff and ask if he would consent to an interview by, McMillian.

’ . . Warden Hose did forward said interview request to Plaintiff which Plaintiff

declined and, thereafter., Haile & McMillian viewed the solitary confinement _ 

. building wherein Plaintiff was housed.

^2t. That defendant, Haile, while asst. att. gen. for the State of Tenn- 

V essee several times publicly criticised court decisions unfavorable to him

, . .in a manner suggesting he was attempting to intimidate Judges, acts for 

. which he subsequently was dismissed from the A.G.’s office by the Att-

■’ . orney General for the State of Tennessee. "

’ : 22. That in the January 26, 1976, issue of TIME magazine (EX—p) under

• . . ' the title of "The King Assassination Revisited", defendant, McMillian,

. , authored a malicious article subtitled "I’m gonna kill that nigger King" "

and alleged said subtitle to-be a statement made by Plaintiff.

-■ - Said article is littered with deliberate fabrications, and while of a

w hollywoodish character they are delivered with malice intent, begining -186
' • *
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"...In 1.965 aad,|^^. Hartls Luther King was on TV al^^ everyday, talking 

defiantly about how Slack people were going to get their rights...Ray

watched it" all avidly on the cell-block TV,, at. Jeff City. He reacted as 

if-King’s renarks were directed at bin personally. He boiled when King 

cane on the tube. He began to call him Martin ’Lucifer’ King and Martin 

Luther ’cooar’. It got so that the very sight of King would galvanize 

Ray ”. p. 18 said article. •

•b **

The facts are that their were no TV sets in the cellblocks or, cells, 

during Plaintiff’s entire sojourn in the Missouri State penitentiary at,

Jefferson City; and, that defendant McMillian is cognizant of this fact 

, through conversations with Missouri corrections officials whom he has 

' contacted for information numerous times. See, EX—jf.

• 23« That several other deliberate fabrications with malicious intent in

■ ■ said article ares , - \

• ‘ • • ■
. (a) "Ray and (his fellow convict Raymond) Curtis would set around,

, . often high on speed...” Speed being a fornrof narcotic, p. 18.

V 
j r ' Z * \
; , (b) "On April 24, 1967, just-one day after Ray escaped from the

* • prison at Jefferson City, he met his -Brothers Jack and Jerry in Chicago’s

’ ’ ' Atlantic Hotel..." Allegedly, say’s McMillian, discussing the murder of

Hartin Luther King. p. 18. ■ -

'J '(c) that McMillian alleged Plaintiff’s. Brother?, John & Jerry Ray,

■had, from conversations with Plaintiff, knowledge before the fact of the 

MLK Jr. murder. PP. 18 St 23. . -

24. That the State of Missouri’s department of corrections commissioner,

‘ Hr, George M. Camp, alleges in effect that defendant McMillian is a fraud

• /in connection with McMillian’s aforementioned allegations concerning Plaln-

. '• tiff’s conduct while in said Missouri penitentiary, gee, EX—£. ■

' . 25. That the Missouri prisoner defendant McMillian principally relies on

’ “ to substantiate his allegations, allegations that Plaintiff not only

ploted the murder of MLK Jr. but was also .a narcotic addict, narcotic 

peddler, ect. ect., is re'veled to be one, Raymond Curtis. 

Said, Raymond Curtis, attempted.onced to converse with Plaintiff while in

‘ . said pen/itentiary, thereafter he (Curtis) 'voluntarily "checked into"

" segregation, after being exposed as a profSessional informer, and thus

. ’ ' -187
. ; 1 ' P. 9
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was thereafter United in his prison association 'to his own type.

2$. That shortly after Plaintiff’s arest in 1968 to anser for said cr.

* indictment defendant McMillian stated at a news conference that since he

(McMillian) knew Plaintiff was guilty of the indictment charge he (McMill

ian)' would not have to investigate the case. Thus it follows a fortiori 

that McMillian has relied on the work product of other novelist to sub

stantiate sizeable portions of his allegations in said TIME article.

V

27- That defendant McMillian has posted Plaintiff numerous letters, first 

threatening, then cajoling, in seeking interviews for use in said article 

and his alleged forthcoming book re Plaintiff.

. 28^ That defendant TIME magazine has a vested (financial) interest in

' ‘ publishing, said artilce by McMillian—thus in promoting McMillian's forth

. ' ■ ' coming book re Plaintiff— in that McMillian’s publisher, Little Brown,

. ■- • ' is a subsidary of TIME inc. . ■ ■ . .

l . 29. That defendat TIME deceived their own agent (Richard C. Woodbury) in
i* • . •

* • . their Chicago, Illinois, office into thinking TIME would run an objective

. ■ story re the matter. See, EX— F. . ■

* ■ 30. That defendant TIME was ’ consciously endeavoring to influence the

4 ’ ..... * - .
" . ; . United States Sixth Circuit court of appeals in. Hay v. Rose, no. 73-

•’ 1543, which just a few days subsequent to said article heard agguments

' ‘ •' - .. in the above Pay v. Rose suit to determine whether to order Plaintiff a
.t
i new trial under said cr. indictment. _ •

\ £ • * •
' s? JI. That TIME inc. has a history of conspiring to subvert the judicial

• ' ' •• and political processes by publishing, timely, malicious articles prior

■ to judicial decisions or election of public officials., ' "

■ 3^*- That because defendant, TIME, has made a fresh investigation )p. 17 

’ said article) into the "case”—their initial investigation evidently

' being performed by Time inc. LIFE magazine in 1968—TIME is cognizant

. that a substantial portion of said article is false & malicious.

’ 1' . .
t . •

• . ' • 35. That BUhatant-t al portions of said artilce by McMillian were supplied

- • to Mr. McMillian by defendants, Frank & Huie—Defendant, H.uie, published

•J # a novel re Plaintiff in 1970 titled "He Slew the Dreamer"; defeniant, -188- ,
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o o34. That the false allegations in said article: "that Plaiff?iff committed 

a holdup in London, England, and that George C. Wallace would pardon ' 

plaintiff, pp. 17 & 23 respectively, were supplied to defendant McMillian 

by defendant Huie as evidenced by statements made directly to Plaintiff 

by the above mentioned Percy Foreman (quoating Huie to Plaintiff) along 

with oral h written declarations by Defendat, Huie. See, ^1.:-

35* That, defendant Huie in his ongoing media campaign against Plaintiff 

libeled Plaintiff in a CBS-TV interview hosted.by, Dan father, on or 

about January 2, 1976, by falsely alleging in effect that Plaintiff had 

murdered MLK Jr. and, robbed a loan company in London, England. 
; V

56. That the false allegations in reference to Adolph Hitler (p. 23 said 

article) was supplied to defendant:.McMillian by Defendant, Frank, as 'ev

idenced by statements made directly to plaintiff by Plaintiff’s former 

■Attorney (who was interviewed extensively by defendant, Frank) Robert Hill,

* . ■
of the,"Chattanooga Tennessee bar. >

- '■ :• ■’ -
f A'
32* That defendant Huie has a history, for commercial reasons, of . . 

contentiousness with said, Gov. Wallace. *

38. That defendant Frank has a history of defending Zionism even when 

it includes murder, eg, see Frank’s novel, publisher in 1963, titled 

"THS DESD", and if allegations in count 2-f above are substantiated in 

court proceeding Hr. Frank’s intrusion into said cr. indictment as a 

Government advocate is readily explicable. v

That an article in the BILALIAN NEWS published March 12, 1976, page 15, 

i’ penultimate paragraph, reported MEK Jr. was shifting his political alli

ances..’.'Dr. King was shifting his political allinaces and civil rights * 

approach. To support this view observers point to Dr. King’s views on 

the Viet Ram war and his growing support of the labor movement. Dr. King 

was also coming under the influence of the Teaching of the Honorable 

Master Elijah Muhammad..." - * •
,4 •

40. ' That Plaintiff filed a libel suit in the United States Dis. Ct. for 

’ the W.D. of Tennessee titled, Ray v. Frank, Civil Action no. C-73-126, 

against herein defendant, Frank, in 1973, and had process served upon 

Mm through his publisher, Doubleday company. Mr. Frank was subsequently
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releived by the Court as a defendant in said suit by falsely alleging , 

.( See, EX—g. p. 1) a process deficiency; Mr Frank’s in effect falsely

• • alleged that he & Doubleday Company’s affiliation was formal & transitory.

. 41-. That the record will confirm that not one of the Plaintiff’s accusers

in the communication industry have ever offered live testimony in a court 

of law but on the contrary, they have utilized numerous ruses to avoid 

process and the subpoena while the record will evidence Plaintiff has not 

only given live testimony (in .the aforementioned evidentiary hearing) but 

prior to the plea in said cr. indictment was in contention with his cr.

* counsel in their insistence—in collusion with defendant, Huie—that plaint

. iff not be a defense witness therein.

■ ‘ • Moreover, nothing of substance indicates that the legal system

. influencial publishing companies combine are not acting in concert to assu- 

_••• . .re- that-their shall never be. a..(,j]ury) -trial for Plaintiff, criminal or 

- civil, that’s .related to said indictment...apparently because it would not 

■ "be a "show trial",i.e., the Government could not sustain it’s heretofore 

. media case. A- i,-: " ■ '
' ’ Z 5 ■

■ And it would appear that a cr. defendant without the economic 

or political influence to effectively contest the above situation is not 

" only subject to the denial of due process but can also expect his family 

members to be jailed and framed for criminal offences while the same pub

lishing industries, eg, defendant, TIME, complain self-righteously about 

■ some distant country’s corections or legal system. - .................

■
y. Further, .it seem’s that, by chancd, the same media-political

■ ' combine that coalesced in the Watergate investigation-prosecution and

. demanded full disclosure-are out-of the same sack as thoes who prosecuted

- plaintiff under said cr. indictment and who are now opposed to disclosures.

■ IK SUMMART: the above mentioned Percy Foreman has heretofore, 

■ since he & the Government maneuvered Plaintiff into said indictment plea,

■ been giving a running commentary in the media on how he (Foreman) accom

plished the feat. How he h.as published analogously the epilogue to the 

feat in the STAR magazine wherein he pronounces: 

■ ’ • • -190-
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"...witl^^e publicity, appellate courts,are'Tauctaht to

’reverse because it would bring down a heap of criticisa fron 

the public who are not familiar with the rule and regulation .

of law...to find a Judge or a group of Judges with ehought 

courage would ok experience, be unexpected”. See, EX—M.

42* That the defendants, TIME inc., George McMillian, W. Henry Haile, 

Willian Bratford Huie, and Gerold Frank are guilty of the violation 

as follows: ‘

• -191

' (a) of libeling plaintiff in said TIME article with nalicios intent.

43. . That the defendants, TIME inc., George McMillian,. W. "Henry Haile, 

are guilty of the violation as follows: ' .

(a) of acting in collusion, by the nature of said article and it’s

• publishing date, to influence the U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals in, 

. Ray v. Rose, Ho. 73-1543, adversely to herein Plaintiff, thus obstructing 

Justice and violating plaintiff’s civil rights. *

44~-That defendant, McMillian,is in addition guilty of the violation* 

as follows: * .

: (a) of receving & publishing nalicious carerial front defendants,

Huie & Frank, with a reckless disregard for the truth or falsity of said 

naterial thus compounding McMillian’s libel.

’ 5 » A.
45 » That defendant, Huie, is in addition guilty of the violation as follows: 

• -•- ». *. * v "
’• (a) of libeling with malicious intend by falsely charging on a 

»CBS-TV special dated January 2, 1.976, and hosted by Dan Rather,, that Plaint

iff had in effect murdered, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., and, robbed a 

loan company in, London, England. . ' '' . •

•V " ~ V
46v That defendant, Haile, is guilty of the additional violationras ’follows: 

• V

(a) of violating Plaintiff's civil rights with calicious intent 

by aiding It abetting defendant, McMillian, in his (MCnillian’s) publishing 

said article, through furnishing McMillian information from the files of 

the Tennessee Attorney General's office while ho (Haile) was asst. Att. Gen.

(b) of having direct knowledge resulting from his tenure in the 

Tennessee A.G. office and his association "with the aforementioned, Percy 

Foreman & Willian L. Barry, of the truthfulness of allegation made in count-3 

herein above, thus violating Plaintiff's civil rights. •
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47• That def^demts, Judge McRae & Brenda Pel2^ciotti, are guilty of 

the civil rights violation as follows: '

• % . *

(a) of deliberately withholding relevant portions of Plaintiff’s 

transcript front an appellate court, refered to in count-14 b above, and 

thus contributed substantially to that court—U.S.'6th circuit court of 

appeals—sustaining Judge McRae’s earlier.ruling therein against Plaintiff.

48. That defendant, Judge McRae, is in addition guilty of the civil right’s 

violation as follows: . '

■ (a) of refusing to act on a notion to take perpetuating testi

mony from defendant, Huie, in the aforementioned evidentiary hearing, re

fered to in count-14 c above. ■

49- . That the Plaintiff is entitled to exemplary damages because defendants, 

excluding Judge McRae & Pellicciotti, sho,uld be taught that the culpabil

ity of defendants in cr. indictments were intended under the United States 

constitution to be decided in courts of law rather than through fraudulent

misrepresentations in the commercial communications industry; and the other 

two defendants that legal requirements precede political considerations 

or biasness against a particular litigant. .

50. That as a result of the defendants actions cited herein the Plaintiff 

has not only been ligeled'in a maligant fashion but thoes who have the 

responsibility of upholding litigants constitutional rights have by their 

collusive acts indirectly contributed to and encouraged the libel.

; WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment' from defendants, ex-

<eluding Judge :McRae, punitive damages of Five hundred thousand dollars

respectively.
’ • ’ B ’ * ‘• *,

: ■ James E. Ray ’

. . Station—A • ■

. . . ■ Nashville, Tennessee.

" • Plaintiff .
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V

■ DAW j/g.

.. •’. . Received^'of. Sheriff, William N. MorrisJ. Jr. the 

sum of $/v Said monies being .sent

by mail to James Earl Ray, with aliases, from

who res ides at fa fL 3

i

/

No,

cash, \chccK\ money ordor'.•' 
” (qirclie—appropriate) •

»• » * * < . •> •>.; ii)
:» ' •• . \ v \7

r

v

\

..ames Earl Ray, County Jail

i

■ ..i* • ..... .« * 
••i e<V.'

h

J

.'•'!; :"V
V.- \ >■

. IJ * - ’

».-. •

!i
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'''-193^



EXHIBIT 16

NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 393



State of Tennessee
8HELBY COUNTY

I, J. A BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, do hereby certify that the fore

going—FIVE___________________________________ Pages contain a full, true and perfect copy of the

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GUILTY AND

ORDER AUD PRIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEPTING PLEA OF GUILTY AND.

VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDANT ON WAIVER AND ORDER - OF JAMIES EARL .RAY - DOCKET NUMVER B-16645 

as the same appears of record now on file in my office.

' In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed- the seal

. of said Court,' at office, in the City of Memphis.

this___ iL-day of______ _________________ 19lL_

. /s/ J.A.BLACKWELL cierK

' _______ D. C.

State of Tennessee 1 IN rap criminal court of shelby county, tenn.
SHELBY COUNTY J Memphis, Tenn.—AU.Ci<.J.<ul2Z6_______ _19____

I^_WILLIAM_H,_WILLIAMS.-------------------------- - sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court of said

County Division__......... -. , certify that J. A. BLACKWELL, who gave the foregoing certificate, is. now, and

was at the time of signing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a Court of Record, and that

his attestation is in due form, and his official acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit.

. • State of Tennessee
' SHELBY COUNTY

I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, certify that HON.

—WILLIAM H. WILLIAMS , whose genuine official signature appears to the above

and hereto annexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, sole and presiding Judge of the’ 

Criminal Court Division 3 - , jn and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and quali

fied, and that all his official acts, as such, are entiled to full faith and credit. 

. In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal

* . - • of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis,

. ■ ■ . ■ . thi« 16 day of_______AUGj_____________19-7.fi_

-194-
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IN COvaT Or Ssto^uY CQJ.nY,
division ttt

STATo Or ToNuoSSoo

. ’ YS. . NO. 16645 ' ' •

■ /■■ ., » , ’ " •
' JAMES EARL RAY_____________________ '

' DEFENDANT * . . . , . • . '

; > PETITION FOR WAIVER OF 1RVJ1 AND REQUEST FOR ,
: ... ' ‘ ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GUILTY • .«

‘ ; That my true full name is JAMES EARL RAY______________  and I assert that
all proceedings against me should be had in the name which I hereby declare to be my

: true none. r *
1 ( i '

. ■ , . My attorney in the cause is PERCY FOREMAN____________________ , who was se- •
“ ‘ ' lected and retained by me,/who was appointed by the Court KkxajxxKODest, to represent" .

, ' me in this cause. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender, '

• . I have received a copy of the indictment before being called upon to plead, 
. and I have read and discussed it with my attorney, and believe and feel that I under

' stand the accusation made against me in this case and in each case listed herein. I 
. hereby waive the formal reading of the indictment. .

.* i . I have told my attorney the facts and surrounding circumstances as known
’ < to me concerning the matters mentioned in the indictments,,and believe and feel that
' my attorney is fully informed as to all such matters. My attorney has informed me

, at to the nature and cause of each>accusation against me, and as to any and all
j„ possible defenses I might have in this cause.

: , , My attorney has advised me as to the punishment provided by law for the
v ! ’ offenses charged and embraced in the indictment against me. My attorney has further 
’ *- advised that punishment which the law provides for the crime,with which I am charged

• in the indictment is as follows: . ...

• f- • . - . . -
• . U by electrocution or confinement in the State Penitentiary for___________

. f . life or for some period of time over twenty (20) years________________________________  

' ' and if accepted by'-the Court and Jury my sentence on a plea of guilty will be:

I confinement in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99). 

• >

- • It has been fully explained to me and I understand that I may, if I so choose,
‘ plead "Not Guilty" to any offense charged against me, and that if I choose to plead "Not 

‘ Guilty" the Constitution guarantees and this Court will provide me the right to a speedy 
L and public trial by Jury; the right to see and hear all witnesses-against me; the right 

to use the power and process of the Court to comps11 the production of any evidence, 
• { including the attendance of any witness, in my-favor; and the right to have the assis

: tance of counsel in ray defense at all stages of the proceedings.

; In the exercise of my own free will and choice and without any threats or
, pressure of any kind or promises of gain or favor from any source whatsoever, and being 

of the action I am taking, I do hereby in open Court request the Court to
-.J " xccepf'my plea of guilty to the charges outlined herein. I hereby waive, any right I

• may or could have to a Motion for a New Trial, and/or an appeal.

Defendant £/
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THE CRE-OifAL COURT OF SHELBY CCUNTj^teiiNESSHE ■

. ■ Division in .

STATE OF TEKHESSEE- ' / •

VS KO. 16645________ •

.TAMES PART. PAY ’ ' ’ ’

DEFESSAUT • • • .

ORDER AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEPTING *

• . .'JUDGE . '

■ ‘ ■ =196-

Page 35® . ■ ____________________________________ 

- ‘ FLEA OF GUILTY * ‘ •

This cause cane on for hearing before the Honorable W.

PRESTON' BATTLE, Judge of Division III , of the 

Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, on the' petition of the 

defendant, JAMES EARL RAY‘ , for Waiver of trial by .Jury and 

request for acceptance of a plea of guilty, seid petition being attached 

hereto and incorporated by reference herein; upon statements made in 
. the District Attorney General

open Court by the defendant herein; his attorneyspf record; /the Assistant 

Attorneys General representing the State of Tennessee; and from questioning 

by the Court of defendant and his counsel in open Court; and '

■ IT APPEARING TO THE COURT after careful consideration that the • '

defendant herein has been fully- advised and understands- his right to a 

trial by jury on the merits of the indictment against him, and that the 

defendant herein does not elect to have a jury determine his guilt or 

innocence under a plea of’Kot Guilty; end Has valved the formal redding 

of the indictment, AI©: . ’ • ‘ .

IT FURTHER APPEARING TO THE COURT that the defendant intelligently 

and understendingly waives his right to a trial and of his own free will and ■■ 

choice and without any threats or pressure of any kind or promises, other 

that the recommendation of the State as to punishment; and does desire to 

enter a plea of guilty and accept the recommendation of the State as to 

punishment, waives his-right to a Motion for a New Trial and/or sn appeal. ■ 

. IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED, .ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the petition

filed herein be and the same is hereby granted. " .

Enter this the IC^- day of March , 196^..



JUDGE

JUDGE,

James Earl Ray, stand." ■

Have your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do

DEFENDANT

you understand them?" 

"Yes"

JUDGE "Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jury bn the 

charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the punish

ment for Murder in the First Degree ranging from Death by 

Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of 

proof is on the State of Tennessee 'to prove you guilty be

yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty and the de

cision of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guilt and 

punishment?

In the event of a jury verdict against you, you would 

have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addressed to

l
I

DEFENDANT

the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against 

you on your Motion for a New Trial, you would .have the right 

to successive appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap

peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file a pe

tition for review* by the Supreme Court of the United States? 

Do you understand that you have all these rights?"

"Yes" .. .

JUDGE

L

"You are entering a plea of- Guilty to Murder in the First 

Degree as charged in the Indictment and are compromising 

and,settling your case on agreed punishment of ninety-nine 

years in the State Penitentiary. Is this what you want to 

do?"

DEFENDANT "Yes"

JUDGE "Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving 

up", a-formal trial by your Plea of Guilty although the laws 

of this State require the prosecution to present certain evi-- 

dence to a jury in. all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder in 

the First Degree? ' -
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Page 2 
Voir Dire of De nt on Waiver and Order

By your plea of guilty you are also waiving your rights 

to (!) Motion for a New Trial; (2) Successive Appeals to-

the Tennessee Court of Criminal- Appeals and the Supreme

Court of Tennessee; (3} Petition for Review by' the Supreme

Court of the United States. ' ■ ' •

By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and

waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions

and Petitions in which the Court has-heretofore ruled against

you in whole or in part; among them being: •

* * 1. Motion to withdraw -plea and quash indictment 

■ 2. Motion to inspect evidence

3. Motion to remove lights and cameras from jail . .

■ 4'. Motion for private consultation with attorney ’

5. Petition to authorize defendant to take depositions 

. ’ 6. Motion to permit conference with Huie

7. Motion to permit photographs

8. Motion to designate court reporters

. 9. Motion to stipulate testimony

10. Suggestion of proper name” ■

DEFENDANT "Yes" . ■■■

JUDGE "Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in 

the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead 

guilty? Has anything else been promised you by anyone?"

DEFENDANT "No" - -

JUDGE "Has any pressure of any kind, by anyone in any way been 

■ used on you to get you to plead guilty?"

DEFENDANT "No" •

JUDGE "Are you pleading guilty to Murder in the First Degree in 

this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under 

. such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of 

Murder in the First Degree under the law as explained to 

you by your lawyers?" ■ ■



Page 3
Voir Dire of Defendant on Waiver and Order

JUDGE ’’Is this Pica of Guilty to Murder in the First Degree with 

agreed punishment of ninety-nine years in the State -Peni

tentiary, freely, voluntarily and understandingly made and. 

entered by you?"

DEFENDANT "Yes"

JUDGE "Is this Plea of Guilty on your part the free act of your 

free will, made with your full knowledge and understanding 

of its meaning and consequences?"

DEFENDANT "Yes" .
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