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INITIAL REPORT

on 7 May 68 pre d i“Investigation initiated by the Commander, DO 4, 
gated on the results of an NAC.completed by the 
DISCO. FBI DEVELOPED INFORMATION TO THE EFFECT 
YEARS PRIOR TO THAT TIME, SUBJECT WA.S INVOLVED 
against Cuba and Haiti; had allegedly developed

DNACC AT THE REQUEST OF 
THAT. IN I966 AND FOR SOME 
N ACTIVITIES DIRECTED
A PLAN TO ASSASSINATE

CASTRO; that he implied his ventures were CIA-connected and that he may 
HAVE BEEN SIMULTANEOUSLY DOUBLE-DEALING TO FURTHER HIS OWN FINANCIAL 
MEANS. SUBJECT UNSUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED TO ENLIST THE FINANCIAL
AS^I STANCE OF NEWS MEDIA IN HIS ESCAPADES. He IS DOCUMENTED IN FBI FILE: 
AS A ’’WILD MAN, CON-MAN, NAME DROPPER,” ”T0 LIVE BY HIS WITS AND BY
FAST DEALING AND SMOOTH TALKING RATHER THAN BY HONE ST WORK . NEWS MEDIA 
PERSONNEL DESCRIBED SUBJECT AS A ”NUT,” "DEAD-BROKE," AND HEAVILY over­
drawn in Atlanta. SUBJECT interviewed by the FBI in Feb 66 and denied 
HE HAD A PLAN TO ASSASSINATE CASTRO BUT THAT HE HAD LIMITED KNOWLEDGE 
CON.C ERN PNG' SUCH A PLAN, ANO HAD NO PLANS TO TAKE PARTIN SUCH A PLOT AS

1 \

HE KN £ W THI S WOULD CONST!
INVOLVED IN.SUBSEQUENTLY

WAS ARRESTED ON I MAR 67

TUTE A VIOLATION OF THE NEUTRALITY ACT. SUBJECT
SCHEME TO SELL ARMS TO HA ITI AN GoVERNMENT. HE

WAR. DlSPOSI T I ON NOT AV A I
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L A B L E
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INFORMATION THAT SUBJECT WAS OF 0PERATI 0NAL I NTEREST TO THAT AGENCY. 
Army files contain PSQ completed by SUBJECT in I9U2 on which he 
INDICATED HE ATTENDED VMI FOR ONE YEAR; HOWEVER, HE DOES NOT LIST THIS 
EDUCATION ON CURRENT PSQ. CURRENT NAC CONDUCTED IN CONNECTION WITH 
Facility Clearance for Sionics, Inc., of which-SUBJECT is the 
"Vice-President and Director of Research & Development of Exotic 
Weaponry.” This office also has information that SUBJECT’S son, 
age |8, is being carried as "Assistant Director of Research & 
Development of Exotic Weaponry" with Sionics.

2
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DETAILS;

I. Investigation initiated by the Commander, DO4, OSI, on 
7 May 1963 predicated on results of an NAC completed by the DOD NAC 
Center (DNACC) pursuant to a DISCO request dated 15 February I968. -
The files of FBI HQ contain information to the effect that SUBJECT 
was allegedly involved in a plot to assassinate Cuban Premier 7
FIDEL CASTRO in 1966 and attendant allegations which reflect un­
favorably ON HIS PERSONAL AND PR0FESSI 0NAL REPUTATI 0N . NAC CON­
DUCTED IN CONNECTION WITH FAC ILITY CLEARANCE FOR SlONICS, I NC . , 
Atlanta, Georgia, of which SUBJECT is the "Vice-President, and 
Director of Research & Development of Exotic Weaponry."

2. On 13 May 1968, a review of information furnished this 
OFFICE BY THE DNACC DISCLOSED THE FOLLOWING?

A. FBI IDs SUBJECT arrested I March 1967 by the USM, 
Atlanta, Georgia, on a charge of "conspiracy to export munitions ~ 
OF WAR AND ATTEMPTING TO EXPORT MUNITIONS OF WAR." DISPOSITION OF 
ARREST NOT LISTED IN FBI ID FILES. (On HIS PSQ, SUBJECT I ND I CATED 
that on 2 February I9&7 surrendered to a U.S. Marshall after 
INDICTMENT BY A FLORIDA FEDERAL GRAND JURY FOR "SUPPOSED VIOLATION * 
of the Neutrality Act," and that the "case dismissed immediately .
from Washington, D.C.") (u)

b. FBI HQ? That agency indicated it had no information in 
ADDITION TO THAT PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED THE ARMY, ONI AND OSI IN 19^6. 

This information was retrieved by the DNACC, pertinent extracts of 
WHICH ARE SET FORTH AS FOLLOWS? "THE FILES OF THIS BuREAU C0NTA IN 
information indicating that MITCHELL LIVINGSTON WERBELL III (SUBJECT), 
HAS BEEN IN THE DOM I NICAN RePUBLIC DURING MUCH OF THE PAST TWO AND 
ONE-HALF YEARS. He HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED 
IN THE PAST AS A WILD MAN, A CON MAN, A NAME DROPPER AND AS HAVING 
AN UNSAVORY REPUTATION. HE FORMERLY WAS PRESIDENT OF A PUBLIC 
RELATIONS FIRM IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, CALLED COMMUNICATIONS INTERNATIONAL, 
Inc. He is said to live by his wits and by fast dealing and smooth 
TALKING RATHER THAN BY HONEST WORK.’\jjQ

On 25 January 19^6, ROBERT H. FLEMING, Chief of the Washington News 
Bureau, American Broadcasting Company (ABC) furnished the following 
INFORMATION TO AN FBI AGENTS JOHN CASSERLY HAS BEEN THE ABC 
CORRESPONDENT IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC FOR SEVERAL MONTHS AND IN 
THAT MANNER BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH WERBELL. WERBELL HINTED THAT HE 
HAD BEEN CONNECTED WITH CIA OR WITH ITS PREDECESSOR ORGANIZATION, 
the OSS. WERBELL told CASSERLY that he had a plan to assassinate , 
Cuban Premier FIDEL CASTRO. CASSERLY described WERBELL as a "nut, "(40
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who "seems to feel it is his mission to bring about CASTRO8s 
assass 1 NATion• “ WERBELL is said to have claimed that ANDREW 
St* GEORGE, free-lance photographer and journalist would enter Cuba 
to film the assassination. WERBELL asked CASSERLY if ABC would put 
UP $5^0 ON THE chance it would be the highest bidder on the film. 
WERBELL also told CASSERLY that he had seen a DICK PHILLIPS of the 
U.Se State Department about his plan and that he also intended to 
see the Honorable BILL D. MOYERS at the White House in connection 
with his plan.

St* GEORGE was contacted by FBI agents on 31 January 1966, at which 
time he furnished the following information? He met WERBELL in 
May 1965 in the Dominican Republic, at which time WERBELL was most ■ 
helpful to American newsmen covering the Dominican revolution. 
According to St* GEORGE, WERBELL had access to important Dominican 
personalities. WERBELL discussed with him in general terms a plot 
to assassinate CASTRO. St. GEORGE indicated he was not entertain- 
ING ANY THOUGHTS OF LEAVING THE UNITED STATES ON ANY ANT I“CASTRO 
ACTION, AND THAT HE ABSOLUTELY WOULD NOT ENTER CUBA TO FILM THE 
ALLEGED ASSASSINATION PLOT. ACCORDING TO ST. GEORGE, WERBELL CAME 
to Washington, D.C., in January 1966 where he reportedly discussed 
his assassination plot with RICHARD PHILLIPS, Assistant Deputy 
Secretary of State for Public Affairs and during which time he also 
ATTEMPTED TO INTEREST ABC AND THE ASSOCIATED PRESS (AP) IN HIS 
venture. St. GEORGE advised that neither ABC nor AP were interested 
in WERBELL’s story. St. GEORGE stated that from inquiries he had 
made in Washington, he received the impression that WERBELL8s 
REPUTATION WAS NOT GOOD, AND THAT HE WAS NOT HIGHLY THOUGHT OF BY 
INDIVIDUALS IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. ST.GEORGE SAID IT WAS HIS 
OPINION WERBELL WAS "trying TO MAKE SOME MONEY FOR HIMSELF AND WAS 
WILLING TO GO TO ANY EXTREMES." ST. GEORGE FURTHER INDICATED THAT 
IT APPEARED WERBELL HAD AT ONE TIME BEEN A RATHER SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS” 
MANAS HE HAD A VERY LARGE ESTATE BUT THAT THE ESTATE WAS HEAVILY 
MORTGAGED AND THAT WERBELL WAS VERY MUCH IN DEBT. ST . GEORGE ADVISED 
THE FBI DURING A SUBSEQUENT CONTACT THAT WERBELL WAS "DEAD BROKE AND 
HEAVILY OVERDRAWN AT THE BANK IN ATLANTA, GE 0 R G I A . "

An FBI CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT, WITH YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN REPORTING 
ON ANT I“CASTRO ACTIVITIES ADVISED ON 4 FEBRUARY 19^6 THAT WERBELL 
GIVES THE IMPRESSION THAT HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH MANY HIGH 0FFICI ALS 
IN THE U.S. AND OTHER COUNTRIES. THE SOURCE FURTHER ADV ISED THAT HE 
IS AWARE >0 F WERBELL8S CLAIM TO HAVE AN ASSASSINATION PLAN AGAINST 
CASTRO, which WERBELL has implied is CIA-approved. The source 
INDICATED THAT WERBELL HAS CONTACTED SO MANY PEOPLE THAT THE OPERATION 
IS NO LONGER SECRET, AND "EVEN FIDEL CASTRO AND HIS INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICE MUST HAVE HEARD ABOUT I " G 8 (U)

U* )
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WERBELL (SUBJECT) was interviewed by FBI agents on 10 February 1966, 
AT WHICH TIME HE INDICATED HE INDIVIDUALLY HAD NO PLAN T0 ASSASSINATE 
CASTRO AND THAT THE ONLY PLAN CONCERNING WHICH HE HAD LIMITED KNOWLEDGE 
WAS ONE FORMULATED BY A RICARDO ZARAGUSA. He indicated that he did 
NOT HAVE ANY PLANS TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN THE ASSASSINATION - 
ATTEMPT AS HE WAS WELL AWARE THIS COULD CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF THE 
Neutrality Act. He denied any efforts to solicit funds in his own 
BEHALF; HOWEVER, INDICATED HE WAS A WRITER AND BECAUSE OF HIS PRESENT 
FINANCIAL CONDITION, WOULD SELL CERTAIN NEWS ARTICLES REGARDING CUBAN 
EVENTS IF THE OPPORTUNITY AROSE. WERBELL ALSO INDICATED THAT HIS - 
KNOWLEDGE OF CUBAN AND LATIN AMERICAN AFFAIRS HAD PREV I OUSLY BEEN 
furnished to one BARTHOLEMEW GONZALES, who he described as a CIA 
REPRESENTATIVE LOCATED IN MIAMI, FlORIDA.

On |4 October 1966, the FBI sent a message to U.S. military and 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PERTINENT EXTRACTS OF WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWS! - 
For THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS WERBELL HAS BEEN INVOLVED WITH ONE 
ROLANDO A MASFERRER ROJAS and other jCuban exiles in a plan to develop 
A MILITARY ACTION AGAINST CUBA THROUGH THE DOM INI CAN RePUBLIC AND/OR 
Haiti . On l4 October 1966, a confidential source advised that 
WERBELL had been in contact with EUGENE MAXIMILIEN, Haitian Consul 
General in Miami. According to this source WERBELL is ’’selling out” 
MASFERRER and his group in return for a reward of some sort from 
MAXIMILIEN. The source indicated that MAXIMILIEN would probably 
DIVULGE THE PLANS OF THE ACTION TO PRESIDENT DUVALIER OF HAITI WHO 
WOULD REWARD HIM HANDSOMELY.

On 9 November 1966, the FBI sent a message to U.S. military and 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PERTINENT EXTRACTS OF WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWS! 
As of 7 November 1966, WERBELL was living at the University Inn, 
Coral Gables, Florida under the name THRAFT. On that date he had 
met with Cuban exiles and one RALPH SERRANO, Dominican born hoodlum 
WITH A LONG POLICE RECORD WHO HAD RECENTLY ASSOCIATED WITH EUGENE 
MAXIMILIEN, Haitian Consul General in Miami. According to a 
SOURCE, WERBELL INDICATED THAT CONTACT HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED BY 
HIM WITH MAXIMILIEN, WHO HAD AGREED TO PURCHASE A SUPPLY OF FIREARMS^ 
THEN STORED AT THE HAINA NAVAL BASE IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
MAXIMILIEN ALLEGEDLY AGREED TO PAY $20,000 FOR DELIVERY OF THESE 
ARMS TO THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT AT PORT Au PRINCE, HAITI. THE FBI 
SOURCE ADVISED THAT THE ARMS WERE SUPPOSEDLY UNDER THE CONTROL 
of Dr. LAWRENCE MITCHELL, A wealthy veterinarian from Atlanta, 
Georgia, but that MITCHELL had agreed to relinquish control of the 
ARMS TO WERBELL FOR THE SUM OF $3>°00. THE SOURCE SPECULATED THAT 
WERBELL is attempting to sell the above idea to MAXIMILIEN in orderCs) 
TO obtain necessary funds for the rental of a boat which could be 
USED IN CONNECTION WITH THE ORIGINAL PLAN OF ROLANDO MASFERRER 
TO TRANSPORT ARMS AND MEN DIRECTLY TO HAITI.
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c. In addition to the above, DC I 1 made reference to Army 
DOSSIER REGARDING SUBJECT. THIS DOSSIER REFLECTS THAT THE ARMY 
CONDUCTED A LIMITED BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION REGARDING SUBJECT IN 
19^3* The INVESTIGATION DEVELOPED NO INFORMATION REFLECTING ON HIS 
LOYALTY. ON A PERSONNEL SECURITY QUESTIONNAIRE DATED 8 JUNE 19^2, 
SUBJECT INDICATED HE ATTENDED V IRGI NI A MILI TARY INSTITUTE FOR ONE 
YEAR (DATE NOT INDICATED). (SUBJECT DOES NOT LIST THIS EDUCATION 
ON HIS CURRENT PSQ). On THE ABOVE PSQ, SUBJECT ALSO INDICATED HE 
MADE AN EDUCATIONAL TRIP FROM 193^ TO •937 TO HAITI, MEXICO AND 
Cuba.

d. Files STATE/PASSPORT were checked and disclosed that 
AGENCY ISSUED A "LOOKOUT*’ FOR SUBJECT ON 13 DECEMBER I 9^6 AS THE 
RESULT OF TELEGRAMS FROM THE FBI WHICH INDICATED THAT SUBJECT MIGHT 
PARTICIPATE IN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES DIRECTED AGAINST HAITI. 
DNACC DID NOT REPORT INFORMATION REGARDING PASSPORTS ISSUED TO 
SUBJECT. (Attention is invited to Item IJ of SUBJECT’S PSQ 
WHEREIN HE INDICATED HE COULD NOT RECOLLECT DATES OF VARIOUS TRIPS 
abroad. Accordingly he attached prior passports to his PSQ and made 
THEM AVAILABLE TO DISCO. THESE PASSPORTS WERE PHOTOGRAPHED BY DISCO 
AND COPIES ARE ATTACHMENTS TO THIS REPORT.)

E. CIA FILES DISCLOSED THAT AGENCY CONDUCTED AN NAC ONLY 
REGARDING SUBJECT IN MAY 1^6? WHICH CONSISTED OF A CHECK OF THE 

files of FBI, Army, STATE/PASSPORT, HCUA and OSI. It should be 
NOTED THAT THE CIA FURNISHED NO INFORMATION TO THE EFFECT THAT 
SUBJECT WAS EVER OF OPERATIONAL USE TO THAT AGENCY.

3. Concurrent with the receipt of NAC results regarding 
SUBJECT, AS REPORTED ABOVE, THIS OFFICE ALSO RECEIVED THE RESULTS 
of an NAC regarding MITCHELL LIVINGSTON WERBELL IV (SUBJECT’S son). 
NO INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED REGARDING MITCHELL WERBELL IV, AND 
THE MATTER WAS REFERRED TO THIS OFFICE BECAUSE OF THE INFORMATION 
DEVELOPED REGARDING HIS FATHER. HOWEVER, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT 
the NAC regarding MITCHELL WERBELL IV was being conducted in 
CONNECTION WITH FACILITY CLEARANCE FOR SlONICS, INC., OF WHICH HE 
is the ’’Assistant Director of Research & Development of Exotic 
Weaponry.” His PSQ reflects he. was born on l6 November 8 9*49 and 
IS CURRENTLY IN HIS FIRST YEAR AT KENNESAW JUNIOR COLLEGE, KENNESAW, 
Georgia. A separate investigation is being conducted regarding 
MITCHELL WERBELL IV under DO 4 file 04Dj4(24C)-323 I.

4. OSI DO 4 FILES CONTAIN NO RECORD AND/oR NO PERTINENT 
IDENTIFIABLE DATA REGARDING SUBJECT, HIS RELATIVES AND REFERENCES 
AS IDENTIFIED ON THE ATTACHED PSQ.
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5. Paragraph 2b of this report is classified SECRET to conform 
WITH THE CLASSIFICATION ASSIGNED BY THE ORIGINATING AGENCY. REMAIN­
ING PARAGRAPHS are FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,

Attachments

I, PSQ re SUBJECT
2. FBI HQ Memo re SUBJECT, dtd 26 Jan 66
J. FBI (NYC) Memo re SUBJECT, dtd I Feb 66
4, FBI (Miami) Memo re SUBJECT, dtd 7 Feb 66
5. FBI HQ Memo re SUBJECT, dtd 3 Feb 66
6. FBI (Atlanta) Memo re SUBJECT, dtd II Feb 66
7. FBI HQ Memo re SUBJECT, dtd 15 Feb 66
8, FBI (NYC) Memo re SUBJECT, dtd 17 Feb 66

FBI wire, dtd 14 Oct 66
IO. FBI wire, dtd 9 Nov 66
II. IO Page Army Dossier re SUBJECT
12. 17 Pages of copies of passports issued to SUBJECT

FOR DISCO
FOR DIR OS I
FOR DO 6
FOR FILE
FOR FBI ATLANTA

One copy of attachments I through 12

FOR DO 21

One copy of Attachment I

PENDING
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