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INFORMATION THAT SUBJECT WAS OF OPERATIONAL INTEREST TO THAT AGENCY.
ARMY FILES CONTAIN PSQ coMPLETED BY SUBJECT In 1942 on WHICH HE
INDICATED HE ATTENDED VM|l FOR ONE YEAR; HOWEVER, HE DOES NOT LIST THIS
EDUCATION ON CURRENT PSQ. CuRRENT NAC CONDUCTED IN CONMECTION WITH
FACILITY CLEARANCE FOR SIONICS, INC.; OF WHICH-SUBJECT 1s THE
VICE"PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF RescarRcH & DeEVELOPMENT oF Exotic
WEAPONRY." THIS OFFICE ALSO HAS INFORMATION THAT SUBJECT's SON,
AGE L!J IS BEING CARRIED AS "AssasrANT DIRECTOR 0F RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT OF EXOTIC WEAPONRY" WITH SIiONICS.

S
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DETAILS:

. INVESTIGATION INITIATED BY THE CoMMANDER, DO M OSl, on
7 May 1968 PREDICATED ON RESULTS OF AN NAC COMPLETED BY THE DOD NAC
CENTER (DNACC) PURSUANT To A DISCO REQuEST DATED |5 FeEsruArYy 1968,
THE FiLESs oF FBI HQ CONTAIN INFORMATION TO THE EFFECT THAT SUBJECT
WAS ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN A PLOT TO ASSASSINATE CuBAN PREMIER
FIDEL CASTRO 1N 1966 AND ATTENDANT ALLEGATIONS WHICH REFLECT UN-
FAVORABLY ON HIS PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL REPUTATION. NAC con=
DUCTED IN CONNECTION WITH FACILITY CLEARANCE FOR StoNICS, INC.,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, OF WHICH SUBJECT 1s tHE "Vice~ ~PRESIDENT, AND
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT OF ExoTic WEAPONRY."

[N

2. ON 13 May 1968, A REVIEW OF INFORMATION FURNISHED THIS -
OFFICE BY THE DNACC DISCLOSED THE FOLLOWING?

A. FBI 1Ds SUBJECT ARRESTED | MARCH |967 BY THE USM,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ON A CHARGE OF "CONSPIRACY TO EXPORT MUNITIONS.
OF WAR AND ATTEMPTING TO EXPORT MUNITIONS OF WAR.' DISPOSITION OF .
ARREST NOT LISTED IN FBI ID rFiLes. (On His PSQ, SUBJECT INDICATED =~ -
- THAT ON 2 FEBRUARY l967 HE SURRENDERED TOo A U, S MARSHALL AFTER
INDICTMENT BY A FLORIDA FeEDERAL GRAND JURY FOR "SUPPOSED VIOLATION
OF THE NEUTRALITY AcT," AND THAT THE "CASE DISMISSED IMMEDIATELY

FROM WAsHINGTON, D.C.") (w)

-, N
e st ek e e R 3 el

B. FBl HQ: THAT AGENCY INDICATED IT HAD NO INFORMATION |N -
ADDITION TO THAT PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED THE ARMY, ONI ano OSI in 1966.
THIS INFORMATION WAS RETRIEVED BY THE DNACC, PERTINENT EXTRACTS OF
WHICH ARE SET FORTH AS FOLLOWSS "THE FILES OF THIS BUREAU CONTAIN
INFORMATION INDICATING THAT MITCHELL LIVINGSTON WERBELL 111 (SUBJECT),
HAS BEEN IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC DURING MUCH OF THE PAST TWO AND
ONE=HALF YEARS. HE HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED
IN THE PAST AS A WILD MAN, A CON MAN, A NAME DROPPER AND AS HAVING
_AN UNSAVORY REPUTATION. HE FORMERLY WAS PRESIDENT OF A PUBLIC
"RELATIONS FIRM IN ATLANTA, GEORG!A, CALLED COMMUNICATIONS INTERNATIONAL,
INnce HE 1S SAID TO LIVE BY HIS WITS AND BY FAST DEALING AND SMOOTH
TALKING RATHER THAN BY HONEST WORK. \9)

On 25 JanuarYy 1966, ROBERT H. FLEMING, CHIEF OF THE WASHINGTON NEWS
BuREAU, AMERICAN BROADCASTING CoMPANY (ABC) FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION To AN FBl Agent: JOHN CASSERLY HAs BeeEN THE ABC ‘
CORRESPONDENT IN THE DoMINICAN REPUBLIC FOR SEVERAL MONTHS AND IN
THAT MANNER BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH WERBELL., WERBELL HINTED THAT HE
HAD BEEN CONNECTED WITH CIA OR WITH 1TS PREDECESSOR ORGANIZATION,
THE 0SS. WERBELL touLp CASSERLY THAT HE HAD A PLAN TO ASSASS!NATE
Cusan PremMiER FIDEL CASTRO. CASSERLY pescriBED WERBELL AS A Nur,”CuD

U“’) VT CSEOAET  — |
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WHO "SEEMS TO FEEL IT IS HIS MISSION To BRING ABouT CASTRO's
ASSASSINATION." WERBELL 1S sAiD TO HAVE CLAIMED THAT ANDREW
St. GEORGE, FREE-LANCE PHOTOGRAPHER AND JOURNALIST wouLD ENTER CuBA
ro FILM THE ASSASSINATION. WERBELL askep CASSERLY i1r ABC wouwLD PuUT
P $500 ON THE CHANCE IT WOULD BE THE HIGHEST BIDDER ON THE FILM,
WERBELL ALsO ToLD CASSERLY THAT HE HAD SEEN A DICK PHILLIPS ofF THE
U.Se STATE DEPARTMENT ABOUT HIS PLAN AND:. THAT HE ALSO INTENDED TO
SEE THE HomorABLE BILL D. MOYERS AT THE WHITE HOUSE IN CONNECTION
WITH HIS PLAN. (L)

ST. GEORGE wAs CONTACTED BY FBI AGENTS onN 3| January 1966, AT WHicH
TIME HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATIONS HE MET WERBELL 1IN j
MAY 1965 In THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AT WHICH TIME WERBELL wAs mosT '
HELPFUL TO AMERICAN NEWSMEN COVERING THE DOMINICAN REVOLUTION.
AccorpiNG TOo St. GEORGE, WERBELL HAD AccESs TO IMPORTANT DoMINICAN
PERSONALITIES. WERBELL DI1SCUSSED WITH HIM IN GENERAL TERMS A PLOT .
T0 ASSASSINATE CASTRO. St. GEORGE INDICATED HE WAS NOT ENTERTAIN=

ING ANY THOUGHTS OF LEAVING THE UNITED STATES oN ANY ANTI=CASTRO
ACTION, AND THAT HE ABSOLUTELY WouULD NOT ENTER CUBA TO FILM THE

_ALLEGED ASSASSINATION PLOT. ACCORDING To ST. GFORGE, WERBELL cAME

70 WASHINGTON, D.C., IN JANUARY 1966 WHERE HE REPORTEDLY DISCUSSED
HIS ASSASSINATION PLOT WITH RICHARD PHILLIPS, Assistant Depurty
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR PuBLIC AFFAIRS AND DURING WHICH TIME HE ALSO
ATTEMPTED TO INTEREST ABC AND THE AssoCiATED Press (AP) inN HIS
VENTURE. ST. GEORGE Apvisep THAT NEITHER ABC nNoR AP WERE INTERESTED
INn WERBELL's storYy. ST, GEORGE STATED THAT FROM INQUIRIES HE HAD
MADE IN WASHINGTON, HE RECEIVED THE IMPRESSION THAT WERBELL's
REPUTATION WAS NOT GOOD, AND THAT HE WAS NOT HIGHLY THOUGHT OF BY

_ INDIVIDUALS IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. St. GEORGE saAipD 1T WAS HIS

| OPINION WERBELL wAS "TRYING TO MAKE SOME MONEY FOR HIMSELF AND WAS

| WILLING TO GO TO ANY EXTREMES." ST. GEORGE FURTHER INDICATED THAT

| IT APPEARED WERBELL HAD AT ONE TIME BEEN A RATHER SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS<

| ~ MAN AS HE HAD A VERY LARGE ESTATE BUT THAT THE ESTATE WAS HEAVILY

| MORTGAGED AND THAT WERBELL wAS VERY MUCH IN DEBT. ST° GEORGE ApvisEep

| THE FBl DURING A SUBSEQUENT CONTACT THAT WERBELL wAs "DEAD BROKE AND

{ HEAVILY OVERDRAWN AT THE BANK IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA." /()

AN FBl CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT, WITH YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN REPORT I NG

| ON ANTI=CASTRO ACTIVITIES ADVISED ON 4 FEBruARY 1966 THAT WERBELL
GIVES THE IMPRESSION THAT HE 1S ACQUAINTED WITH MANY HIGH OFFICIALS
IN THE U.S. AND OTHER COUNTRIES. THE SOURCE FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE
IS AWARE ~OF WERBELL'S cLAIM TO HAVE AN ASSASSINATION PLAN AGAINST
CASTRO, wHicH WERBELL HAs i1MPLIED 1S ClA~APPROVED. THE SOURCE
INDICATED THAT WERBELL HAS CONTACTED SO MANY PEOPLE THAT THE OPERATION
IS NO LONGER SECRET, AND "EVEN FIDEL CASTRO AND HiS INTELLIGENCE
SERVICE MUST HAVE HEARD ABOUT nﬂ WeRe (w)

Ty,

(13 ) »§§Eﬁ3¥5ﬁiﬁf e ——
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WERBELL (SUBJECT) wAs INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGENTS oN |0 FEBRUARY 1966,

AT WHICH TIME HE INDICATED HE INDIVIDUALLY HAD NO PLAN TO ASSASSINATE
CASTRO AND THAT THE ONLY PLAN CONCERNING WHICH HE HAD LIMITED KNOWLEDGE
WAS ONE FORMULATED BY A RICARDO ZARAGUSA. HE INDICATED THAT HE DID

NOT HAVE ANY PLANS TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN THE ASSASSINATION -
ATTEMPT AS HE WAS WELL AWARE THIS COULD CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF THE
NEUTRALITY ACT. HE DENIED ANY EFFORTS TO SOLICIT FUNDS IN HIS OWN
BEHALF; HOWEVER, INDICATED HE WAS A WRITER AND BECAUSE OF HIS PRESENT
FINANCIAL CONDITION, WOULD SELL CERTAIN NEWS ARTICLES REGARDING CUBAN
EVENTS IF THE OPPORTUNITY AROSE. WERBELL ALSO INDICATED THAT HIS -~ 7
KNOWLEDGE OF CUBAN AND LATIN AMERICAN AFFAIRS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN |
FURNISHED TOo ONE BARTHOLEMEW GONZALES, wHO HE DESCRIBED AS A CIlA

REPRESENTATIVE LOCATED IN MiAMi, FLORIDA, zfg; ‘
On 14 OctoBER 1966, THE FBl SENT A MESSAGE TO U.S. MILITARY AND ¢¢¢ﬁ/
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PERTINENT EXTRACTS OF WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWSS

FOR THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS WERBELL HAS BEEN INVOLVED WITH ONE

ROLANDO A MASFERRER ROJAS AND OTHER (CUBAN EXILES IN A PLAN TO DEVELOP

A MILITARY ACTION AGAINST CUBA THROUGH THE DoMiINICAN ReEPuBLIC AND/OR = |
HAaiTi. ONn I4 OcToBER 1966, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ADVISED THAT |
WERBELL HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WwiTH EUGENE MAXIMILIEN, HAITlAN CoNsuL
GENERAL IN MiAMI. ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE WERBELL 1s "seLLinGg out"
MASFERRER AND HIS GROUP IN RETURN FOR A REWARD OF SOME SORT FROM ___
MAXIMILIEN. THE SOURCE INDICATED THAT MAXIMILIEN wouLD PROBABLY TS
DIVULGE THE PLANS OF THE ACTION To PRESIDENT DUVALIER ofF HAITI wHO ‘;‘
WOULD REWARD HIM HANDSOMELY. TS3-~ !

l

ON 9 NoveEMBER 1966, THE FBI SENT A MESSAGE TO U.S. MILITARY AND
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES,; PERTINENT EXTRACTS OF WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWS:
As oF 7 NoveMmBER 1966, WERBELL WAS LIVING AT THE UNIVERSITY INN,
CorAL GABLES, FLORIDA UNDER THE NAME THRAFT. ON THAT DATE HE HAD
MET WiTH CuBAN Exi1LES AND ONE RALPH SERRANO, DoMINICAN BORN HOODLUM
WITH A LONG POLICE RECORD WHO HAD RECENTLY ASSOCIATED WiTH EUGENE
MAXIMILIEN, HA1T1AN ConNsuL GENERAL IN MiAMI. ACCORDING TO A ) |
SOurRcE, WERBELL INDICATED THAT CONTACT HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED BY

HIM WiTH MAXIMILIEN, WHO HAD AGREED TO PURCHASE .A SUPPLY OF F:REARMS“SL
THEN STORED AT THE HAINA NAvAL BAse inN THE DoMiNiCAN REPUBLIC.
MAXIMILIEN ALLEGEDLY AGREED To PAY $20,000 FOR DELIVERY OF THESE :
ARMS To THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT AT PoRT Au PRINCE, HAITI. THE FBItS& ,
SOURCE ADVISED THAT THE ARMS WERE SUPPOSEDLY UNDER THE CONTROL

of DR. LAWRENCE MITCHELL, A WEALTHY VETERINARIAN FROM ATLANTA;
GEORGIA, BUT THAT MITCHELL HAD AGREED TO RELINQU!ISH CONTROL OF THE

ARMS To WERBELL FoRrR THE suM ofF $3,000. THE SOURCE SPECULATED THAT |
WERBELL 1S ATTEMPTING TO SELL THE ABOVE IDEA To MAXIMILIEN 1IN ORDER(S)§
TO OBTAIN NECESSARY FUNDS FOR THE RENTAL OF A BOAT WHICH COULD BE ?
USED IN CONNECTION WITH THE ORIGINAL PLAN oF ROLANDO MASFERRER
TO TRANSPORT ARMS AND MEN DIRECTLY TO HAITI.

MWWV 64954
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| ~Ce. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, DCl| MADE REFERENCE TO ARMY
DOSSIER REGARDING SUBJECT. THIS DOSSIER REFLECTS THAT THE ARMY
CONDUCTED A LIMITED BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION REGARDING SUBJECT 1IN
I9h3. THE INVESTIGATION DEVELOPED NO INFORMATION REFLECTING ON HIS |
LOYALTY. ON A PERSONNEL SECURITY QUESTIONNAIRE DATED & June 1942, |
SUBJECT INDICATED HE ATTENDED VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE FOR ONE |
YEAR (DATE NOT INDICATED). (SUBJECT DOES NOT LIST THIS EDUCATION
ON HIS CURRENT PSQ). ON THE ABOVE PSQ, SUBJECT ALSO INDICATED HE
MADE AN EDUCATIONAL TRIP FROM 1934 7o 1937 70 HAITI, MEXxico AND
CuBaA. oo

D. FiLes STATE/PASSPORT WERE CHECKED AND DISCLOSED THAT

AGENCY 1SSUED A "LookouT" FoR SUBJECT on I3 DecemBer 1966 As THE |
RESULT OF TELEGRAMS FROM THE FBIl WHICH INDICATED THAT SUBJECT MIGHT |
PARTICIPATE IN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES DIRECTED AGAINST HAITI.
DNACC DiID NOT REPORT INFORMATION REGARDING PASSPORTS ISSUED TO
SUBJECT. (ATTENTION 1S INVITED To ITEM |7 oF SUBJECT's PSQ

WHEREIN HE INDICATED HE COULD NOT RECOLLECT DATES OF VARIOUS TRIPS
ABROAD. ACCORDINGLY HE ATTACHED PRIOR PASSPORTS TO HIS PSQ AND MADE
THEM AVAILABLE T0 DISCO., THESE PASSPORTS WERE PHOTOGRAPHED BY DISCO
" AND COPIES ARE ATTACHMENTS TO THIS REPORT.)

E. CIA FILES DISCLOSED THAT AGENCY CONDUCTED AN NAC oNLY
REGARDING SUBJECT 1N May | 67 WHICH CONSISTED OF A CHECK OF THE
FILES ofF FBI, ArMmy, STATE/PASSPORT, HCUA aAnD OSI. IT sHouLD BE
NOTED THAT THE CIA FURNISHED NO INFORMATION TO THE EFFECT THAT
SUBJECT wAS EVER OF OPERATIONAL USE TO THAT AGENCY.

| 3. CONCURRENT WITH THE RECEIPT OF NAC RESULTS REGARDING

SUBJECT, AS REPORTED ABOVE, THIS OFFICE ALSO RECEIVED THE RESULTS
oF AN NAC REGARDING MITCHELL LIVINGSTON WERBELL 1V (SUBJECT's son).
NO INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED REGARDING MITCHELL WERBELL 1V, AwnD
THE  MATTER WAS REFERRED TO THIS OFFICE BECAUSE OF THE INFORMATION'
DEVELOPED REGARDING HIS FATHER. HOWEVER, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT
THE NAC ReEGARDING MITCHELL WERBELL IV wAS BEING CONDUCTED IN
CONNECTION WITH FACILITY CLEARANCE FOR SIONICS, INC.s, OF WHICH HE

< 1S THE "Ass1sTANT DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT OF EX0TIC
WEAPONRY." His PSQ REFLECTS HE. WAS BORN oN 16 NovemBe®r 1949 anp
IS CURRENTLY IN HIS FIRST YEAR AT KENNESAW JUNIOR COLLEGE, KENNESAW,
GEORGIA. A SEPARATE INVESTIGATION IS BEING CONDUCTED REGARDING
MITCHELL WERBELL IV unper DO'Y riLe OUDTYU(24C)-3231.

4, 0S|I DO Y4 FiLES CONTAIN NO RECORD AND/OR NO PERTINENT
IDENTIFIABLE DATA REGARDING SUBJECT, HIS RELATIVES AND REFERENCES |
AS IDENTIFIED ON THE ATTACHED PSQ.
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PARAGRAPH 2B OF THIS REPORT 1S CLASSIFIED SECRET TO CONFORM

WITH THE CLASSIFICATION ASSIGNED BY THE ORIGINATING AGENCY., REMAIN=-
ING PARAGRAPHS ARE FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, (VR |
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