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Subjeet:~ . Returped British Defector

'A' Detachment
309 Field Security Sedtion
British Forces Post 0ifice, 485

I | S | BERLIN  : 93-4384
| L : 140 DOT :  03-4206

309/6/2/414

/ | - - /i, Jan 56
To  0fficer Commanding,

309 Tield Security Section,

British Forces Post 0Oifice, 45,

*”»

INDEZ

PLRT ONE ~  PHBANBLE

BART TWO - | PERS0HS CONCERKED

‘ PLAT THRED - :

| : ‘ A PARD FOUR - ENTS

| ' o L Appx 'A' . TERSOHALITIES encountered

S during .Subjectis residence
o in BAUTZEN, '
Lppx BT -~ PLATICULARS of manufacturing

instzlletions in BAUTZEN end ,
-sundry loestions,

| L 1. PREAVRILT

f : At approx 1700 hrs 7 Jan 58, it was reported to this Section
A . from 247 Pro Coy RUP thet a returned British defector 22814800
P . Bpr DONMNELL of 27 P4 Eagr Regt together with his wife and one
. ‘ child wag being picied uUp from MAPTANFELDE Refugee Cemtre by
P the RMP, L .

Spr DONIELL wes handed over to this Detachment for interrogation
by the BERLIN DET, &9 Sec SIE/RﬂP, at apyvrox 2180 hrs 7 Jan 56,

; ‘ The interrogation finished at approx 200C hirs 12 Jan 56,

L : , PLRT THC,

2, = DPER30ONS CONCERITET

] .
L (a) Subject:— B
A e Number- - - - & . . 8 - .
. &' f Rank . H A - B}
. ) “Neme ™~ ~ - - 3 . Matthew,
Y | Date of Birth : :
; ; Place of Iirth 3 LONDOMDERRY . N, IRTLAND
v Marital Stotus s lorried, see under sub-para (b),
b : Next of Hin 3 Fother ' ’
Name , 5 Me*thew DONIELL,
- kddress 3 4, SOCIETY 37, LONDONDERRY,
; Date and Place of L
‘ ~ Enlistment H Jul 51, MALVERN,
*‘Engagement , : 22 years Reguler,”
Reqt,/Unit 222 « 27 R Tigr Régt BE
Religion : Church of Irele =~
Civilian Sceupation foprentice Brick: T

. =
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Date Dofected KR Mer 54, from 1CE BIELEFELD,

Date. Returned - . 3 -7 Jan 56, from BAUTZEN colony,
Arrest/Investigation at '

tivie. of Defection . o NI&S months detention in
’ . MCE BIZLIFELD for previous
dbgence and mlsueg of WD o

'property. .
PERSONAL DESCRIPTION S o S
Height @ 163 cms Hair ~ : Light brown
Weight 112 German pounds, - Byea :  brewn
- Build : Thin . - Hose : Straight
" Complexion: Fresh - o D15t1ngu1sb1n§
3 ' - o Marks " gear on left

paLA.

~ (») Subject's Wife

' 'DOI\JNELL nee HIL“"&MIN Ingeburg,

Nane K
b I A ,thnelore.A
" Date of Birth t 15 Jun 31 - :
Place of Birth : MERSEBURG, : o
" Occupation : Cashler/AccouAtant in the
’ RUNDFUNK und FERMMELD TECHNIK,
~ BAUTZEN, then worked. on
. ' LPG No's at CANITZ CHRISTINA,
- Nationality . $ ' German
\ Last Address : ' Kr BAUTZEN, ChNITa-CQHESTINL
I ] - L¥G No 5, .
Present Address : c/o BMH BERLIN, BRITISH FORCES
. o . a POST . OFFICE, ;5
o .
Berents e r&ther_ '
I P LQCE‘-J‘II\J, Jogeph,
Living in R HA‘ URGyHARBURG,
‘ ‘Mother » ' o ;
, S o TOFFMENN, - Gertrud (d¢ivorced , {
. ‘ -, o ' and remarrled) ‘ S
, Living in . I I 'LEUNA bei ““?oEBUHG ‘ o s ‘
, A Children - : - ONE BOY- - C
S o L o : . HAROLD, , (4n 111e51t1mate child
P - L . : B by SCHUL I8, Gerhard)
: _ Lge 2%, o v
- B o o , Mrs DONHEZLL. is. expecting to
o B ' " " have another baby (by. Spr DONNELL) ‘
_ . between 12-20 Jan 56, ;
Documents 3 * Mrs: DONNELL has in ner-p0339951on
- her marriage documents and
sundry other documents, ' . o
 concerning herself and her '
i husband,: . -
'3, CASE HISTORY SR S
P _(a) ln account of gubject's carcer wos brought up as followsi=

8 May 34 Born in FLORENCE STR, LONDONDERRY, N, IREZLAMND,

1940, Started educciion  “Tiiusf . hlic Blementary School,
1945 Went to CLOONEY Public Elementary School
1948 | Left school. and wes ermployed as an apprentice bricklayer -
with QAJON;bulﬁdlnw contractors and later PLATT bullulng
~contractors, oo P,ﬂ
1951 JULY “Joined Army on a 22 yr Regular engagement at
Tl MALVERN, where ke continued to do FOUR weeks basic

tralnlab,wrnd was posted, to TLGIN in SCOTLAND,

,éml{;fgg, »,"\,~i'

I3 .
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1954

1855

1956

2-14 January=t

Went to CHATHAMfor bricitlaying tests aond then posted to
MINDEN, GERMANY, in February,

Septenmber,

3 Mar 54

Sentenced to NIIE months dcotention in the
MCE BIBLEFELD for two previous absences of
THRED and TAIRTELN days, and mifsese of WD
property (tosk WD motorbike for his own use
and crashed it),

Went, chsexnt from ICE BIZLEFZLD,

26 Mer(approx) Arrived in BAUTZEN defecfors/deserters

April
UAY

June

July

ﬁ .
)

E-.
ot

November

Decerber

3 Januagx‘

6 January

7 January

colony, where he lived in Clubhousé, end
went to languages and politics school six
days a week, - '

0

Moved to flat at 22 ARMDTSTR,
Moved to HOLZMARKT 6,

Lttenpted escaope by reilwey. Arrested at
DRIESDEN, '

Started work as an apprentice mechanic in

the LOWE factory. Contimmed attendance at
political end language schocl on every Monday
and Tuesday, :

Merried Inge HILSCHIANN at BAUTZEN STANDESAMT
(Registry Office), znd moved to her home at
WATETELSTE

[y3
GO LAY D g

Moved to TASCEENBIRGSTR 10,

Finigshed attending the political and languages
schocl, Finished as an apprentice, and began
work as a turner in LOWE factory,

Was elected local FXJ vice president, This ~
appointuent lasted for two weeks when he wes
relieved of the position for not attending
meetings,

Began work at the IFAL Factory as a repair
mechanic, . :

to CANITZ-CHRISTINA, LPG Mg 5,
on the farm mostly es

Moved residence
and worked here
trazector driver,

Arranged escape with ROBERT

S (see appx '4'),
attenpt failed by 8fs,

__DCONMELL's economical situation wos becoming

atroined snd so he DEEAR PIERg To¥ thira —
escape attempt, '

DONIELL moved to the Clubhouse again to look
for chances to escape,. ’ ' '

Observed an LPG truck paried in BAUTZEN, dipped’
the tank, and got the drivers of the vehicle
drunk in a cafe,

)

4t epprox 0200 hrs collected his wife, in the
LPG truck, from CANITZ-CERISTINA and drove to
gERLIN, 224 : |

WYYV 54954
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(») DONHELL's account was enlarzed upon from the day he went aﬁsent,
ie 3 MAR 54, when he was employed 2s a driver for military
personnel, while still serving his 9 months detention at the
MCE BIELEFELD, On the day in guestion, he states that he toolk
a WD Volkswagon 044 FH 44 (its' tank was full, 40 litres), -
and of his own accord drove to BRELEN, then to HANNOVER and then
to a forest ocutside HELMSTIDT where he abandoned the vehicle,
.and wandered on foot over the Russian Zone boundary.

L .

(¢) O walking into & nearby village, subject stated that he

was surprised gt being arrested by the VOPC., However he wasg
. teken to & house where two Russian officers (83s : TWO
vertical gold stripes and star, on rold background, Small
tank insignia) asked him where he came from and how he got
there, One of the officers then departed with gsome Russian
soldiers and pushed the Vollkswagon back to the village,

(@) " One of the fussian Officers then ordered DONNELL to drive hinm
end two Russian soldiers to a bmrracks on the Russien Zone
continuation: of the iutobahn he had used criginally to get to
HELMSTEDT, On arrival at the barracks DONNELL wes ordered to

. take off his uniform, and on deing so was given a Russien

. o Ificers greatcoact and a meal, He then drove them on to

‘ MAGDEBURG and stopped the night there,

(e) -The next morning, 4 Jan 56, a men.dressed like an American,
and who spoke like one, and whom DONNELL knows as 'GECRGE!
{see Appx 'A') came and guestioned him as followe:—

L Qe "Way did you come over?"
Ao I don't know,

| ‘ Qo Where are you gtationed?

Ao - Minden,. - ‘ o - C
Qe Whet is the neme of your €07 '

Lo I don't lmow, = » ' . : C
Q. Whet is your Regt?

- A, The Enginecer Regt,
, : : o : . .
(f} ~ bfter these gquestions, another civilien came in who spoke
good English and procéeded {o interrognte DONNELL along the
following lines:i-

K : G, What is the strenpgth of the British Army of the Rhine?
As T don't know, ‘ ; .
Qs  How many divisions are there?
he I don't !mow all the divisions in Germany, only the one
. round Minden,

.

= . - --Q, Hhich Zivision do you belong to? ,
’ . i . As  Twenty-ninth, - - .
: Qs Don't lie to me, you might belong to BACR 292, but not
: : to the 20th Division?, ' _
, ™~ o o ~ This civilian then showed DONNELL a large and varied collection
T “of British formetion flaghes, presumably taken from battledresses,
- Q¢ "You come from the Sth Lrmoured D;v‘a“ )
T A, Nothing seaid, \ - SN
Yj?~f ' Q, "How is Lt Col TOMLINSON cdoing?" .
y///;ﬁ C A, Alright as fer as I know, (DONIELL stated that Lt
r Col TCHLINSON was then CO MCE BIELEFELD),
| | £29
| CT T T e
r :J' : ‘f ( %‘- ' . —--—-4-50-—-—
.';1 - IA . ’.‘: ! B ‘&: i<
~ {
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Qs
Ao

Q;
A,

Qe
A,

Qe
be

Q.

Qe

Qe

Qe
A,

Q.
Al

e
As
Q
Ae

Qs

'@

. kg you are Irish, how are you trested in the British Lrny?

Ay

2%

ﬁl Ao

U .
aTaTN I Q
<:E : %J? = ‘{a %; I\ 4
Which divigion do the Mili 'drfm?bfkce ééié;g»to in BIELEFELD?
I don't know,

i L5

%"‘1

Have you ever been in the RMP, ?Q°
No, never,

Do you know any of the 3I3 there?
I don't know any, but have seen sowme,

Do you know & little grey haired man with a moustache

in the SIB ot BICLEFELD?
Noo,

There's no. difference, Everyone's treeted the saume, v g

Lré there meny Irish O0fficers in the Army?
Guite & few, '

Have you ever had anything to do with atomic weapons?
No. . ‘ ;

The civilian then showed DONNZLL a placard with illustrations
of British minss on 1t

Lre there any new mlnes? Huve the Brltls any atomie
mines yet?. e
I haven't heard of‘any;

? o DONNELL stutes that the 1nterrorstors then went on to tell him
about 7nss1an utOElC weapons, radio-controlled rockets, aﬁd enti~
tank guns.

Has the Army ever told you. anytaln« bout t he Russiens?
No,
What are the ‘British soldiers feelings towards the Ru991ans7
do they want war with ua? :
Nobody wants war if they cean help it,
y
That'e now truel.
Well, I don't want any war',

Wer may not interest you, but 1t 1nterests sone people?
Nothlng S&l&,

The Rusgians don't want wer, but they are prepared to fight
if necessary!

How meny British soldiers are punished for rape? (DONHEL
states this guestion arose several times throughout the
interrogation), -

What is the punischment for repe? _ L e
It is gevere, that's &1l I kxnow, ’

Do you know any cases of rape?

Yes one, he got o dighonourabhle discharge, ‘ \\\A

it AP . . o é\’ .
Were tbere nany dishonourable discharges? A §§§§
Only a few, not meny, ‘

Whet is the ﬁor&le like in the Britisk Army?
Pretty good, S

Is the discipline very strict?
It has to be strict, or we wouldn't have wone the war,

26

Well we won the war too, you. know!,

A /A B

R B A B # i" D " [::]

{ s“: i }i - o Yy z [\ g

T
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Qe
As

Q.

()

(1)

W@O X
H ) :"» W
] é% ﬂ 4§
Do you have any political difficulties?

No! I don't hother with politics,

You are‘foolish'thefe. If you had bothersd with politics
you wouldn‘t wave been in the Sritish Army? ‘

In conclusion to this interrobatlon the eivilian interrcgator
lectured DONHELL about capitalist countrles, und how the
workers were pushed under.t, Finally DONNELL was told to

write a statement to the DDR Government saying that he
wighed to stay there. and work, or risk being charged forx
spying, DONIELL made tae neeessary: stateuent

DONNELL was then taken to sorme Russian burrucks in POTSDAN,

and kept there for two doys, On the third ey, he was
blindfolded with welders dark glasses, and taken to a 1hrge
house surrounded by a big walle Jﬁlle he was in this house
he wag put in the same room as Torzny WOODS, & US Lrmy

defbctor (See kppx '4'). He also saw another imerican there

©

-Clubhouse then,  (The Clubhouse has teken the functisn that

)

NeH)

()

Qe
A

\\“\-\_,,/rﬁ“*"~ f\v_y\j%e trein had

by the name- of HENRY whor he thought was an officer, and
heard a third person whom he believed wea an Englishman,
During his stay here DOWIELL wos issued with civilian
clothes, ’ '

On approxz Tuesday 23 Mar 54, VOGDQ was token eway fron tae
house to BAUTZEN es DONMNILL' learncd or Friday 26 Mer 54 when
he wag also taken there by car, . On arrival .in BAUTZEN he
wes hended over to Heinz QCEA“TDL who was in charge of the

Hotel 3tedt Bautzen used to fulfill ie reception and bearding
of defectors, It also offers many indoor games for their
armusement, The political znd langusge sehool is slso here).

SCZATTEL allotted DOMIELL to a room in the Clubhouse which
he again ghared with Tormay WCODS, and who subsecquently
beceame his best friend while in BA’”"“N. DOHNELL was given .
& sum of money and three doys in which to settle himself

in, _ , S :

On the next mon cy, which was a
he started the customary three noqunly period of eaxcuolon,
for new arrivels, at the wolltlcrl end language schoel, six
deys & weelr, 'In Lpril he moved from the Clubhouse to '
LRNDTSTR 22, and then ik may moved to HOLZLARKT 8, -
In June he atitempted to escane from BLUTZEN by the railway,
He thinks this attempt wes foiled by ana 1nxor1er, for on
errival ot DRESDEN station he was immediate ely arrested, Ie
.was taken back to BAUTIEH and put in the vprison for »nersons
awaiting trail, for three ugy "4t the end of the three
days he weas guestioned Ly & usnlan officials in the fo*low1ng
hanneyr - ‘

i~
Where did yOL want to go?4f5f7
I wanted o,*o to DUISDEH,

DYISOEN. for three minutes,

MY 54954 Docld: 34517469 Page 8
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Ingeburg, Hannelore, who

) w§f%n%ar'the:
h }r(,%o“\‘»” >

o g . B . N
Thatls for your cwn safety to stop some one trying to
get you back to the ¥Westl

Both of them tLen wert out and bought DONNELL o mew

suit, .and returned him to the Clubhouse°

In'July he started work as,-an uparertzve mechanic in
the LCWE factory {See Ap“x '3¢) and continued his lessons

at the political and lunguage school every Monday and Tueasday,
On 21 fLug 54 he married hig g1r1—¢r1evo HILSCHLARN,
2lready had the aboe mentioned -

boy ZLROLD by SCHULTZE, Gerherd,. .They hod to ask permission

~of the authorities first, and DONNZLL was told that if

he had been married before and didn't say so he could be

sentenced %o fifteen.years imprisomuent for bigamy,

HILSCILHN was then wcrk1av ~s & caghier/accountent in

the loans buresu of the Aun 1funk and Fernmeld Technik,

They were married in BJ TIEN STLHDESLMT (Registry Office)

on 21 fug 54, and two of ?ILQCHL.NN'S Germen friends

witnesscd the wedding; (the documents were brought over

with them), After their marrisge they lived at the

wife's home -~ WATIZELSTR 23, : .

On the 10 Oct 54 they moved their address to TASCHENBERGSTR
10, I February 1955, DONNELL finished his education
at the political and language school, and his apprenticeship
at LOWE, He then becarie a turner at LOWE., In March he

wes elected vice president of the FDJ, but wes removed x

from this position after two weels for not attending FDJ
meetings, In May 55 He left the LOWE factory and wen to
the TFL Fectory (See Apux-'B') where he worked as general

. ‘repairs tiechanic, In July 55, DCHHILL agein moved both
“house and employment to CANITZ—CERISTILA, e smell village
outside BAUTZEN, LPG Ho 5 (LANDJ*“ SCHAFTLICIZS FPRODUCKTICHNS

GENOSSENICHELFT - collective farm Ne c), end took up
tractor 'c’iriving°

In Nove?“er he digcusged escape plons with RODERTS

(5ee fipps 'A’) ihen they observed a truck in BAUTZEN
which they proposed to stesl, DONNELL rang his wife up in”
CLHITZ-CERISTINA and asgked Her to meet him at a place in
BAUTZEN with their child, After waiting for epprox

TERZZ hours, and still his wife hadn't arrived, he went
home to see what was wrong, He found his wife and the
police waiting for him, He was questioned closely by the
police as to why he wanted his wife and child in town,
and he manasged to satisfv them with a story tiiat he wanted =
to take his wife to one of the imerican's birthdey party
(fact), He concluded that the police had monitored his
telephone call, 4s ROBZRTS was with kinm, he invited him
to stey the night ad his home, The next day DOITELL
found 50 morks missing, presumably stolen by ROZBERTS,
ROBERTS wes later beaten up by o Spaniard for stealing
somj more money ;vom the Puerto ?1cun AVARTZ (See Appx
A

»

On 3 Jan 58, having. previOlef planned to esca,1 agein

y ARV :
by stealing-a loryy in BAUTLIEH, with the exe cuge thot
he had to.see the doctor edqch dey sbout kis back (fact),
he moved baeclk to the Clubhouse in BAUTZEN, On- the night

e

of € Jan 56 E observed an LPG three ton truck parked
in BAUTZIH,
and a weleat, end found that it was full, He lster
discovered the driver and mate in cafe LEHMINN and proceeded
to get thenm drunk, At about €200 hrs T Jan 855, he

stole the truck and drove back to CLNITZ-CHRISTINL, picked
up his wife and child and drove back through BAUTZEN to

the Autobshn going to BET”IN g passed tJTOL”L DRESDEN
and KONIGBWUSTIREAUSE «zLL,, ”und rec,{e}gdgﬂm SO

t

£

4

inped the petrol tank with =z piece of string -




| en gy

,:‘.'

Hore he stopped the truck and enguired checkpoints™of an old
woman, explaining thet he had lost his fuswels, He abandoned
the truck (belonbinb to a BAUTZEYN LPG) outside an LPG near
WILDAU, and welked with his wife the few kilometres to
EICHVALDE where he quickly flashed the inside of his Aunsweis
(With 2ED cover-as,opposed to BLUZ) at tié station checkpoint,

(r)’ﬂﬁ MICH;.MEQ havzn successfully passed through the ch reckpoint,
DONNELL end fenily bought tickets for FLLYENSER They eaught

T the 5-Babn to O3TXRITY in the OS5, where they cl anged and caughi

a West bound train,,

DOMNIELL says that he then started looking for "CO“OoCOuz" slg*s,
for when he-gew one he would lmow tlﬂt he was in the Hest
Sector, :
Using this method, tbey arrived in t e Yest uector and detrained
at LIHRTER BAHMHCY, - He then reported to the nearest Police
Station (Pel Rev 28) and tried to explain thet he wanted the
"British Military Police, The police at this Police Station.
telephoqeu the Sritish Headguarters, but contacted the wrong

v number, e Police were informed tc send DCHWNILL to th
‘ " MARIENFELDE Refugee Camp, so. uONTEuL, with his family, went there,

znd on renortlng maneged to explein the si Lhtlon clearly to

a policeman who contacted 247 Pro Coy AP, RMP then ccllected
DONNELL and delivered him, and hig family, to BERLIN
Detachment 89 Sec SIZ/AF who -in turn rassed them to this
Detaghment for interrogation, -

)

PLRT FPOUR

(a) Throughout the interrogation, DONNELL proved to be most Aelpful
enté gave £ll the information he imew, There is some doubi,
however, as to the real reagon why he decided 1o defect to

he Russian Zone, and mot renaln ‘ocaxly absent, He professed
that he did not knowthet e was in the Russian Zone until

regted by the Volwspo izei at the village mentiocned in para
3, sub para (c), of thisg report, It was because si the long
hours he had . to eep while emrioyba £ o Griver at BIﬁ TFELD,
entailing considerable loss of sleep, thet made him decide to
go ebsent in the first place, '

(b) His attempts to escape from BLUTZIIEN were made because of the
- ridiculous prepagande which wac encountered everywhe”eq In

the Clubhouse there were posters; the papers that were available
spoize of mothing but supposed atrocities imitiated by the
Western powers ie, cages of rape, Lestraculan of houses,
property and crops evc on menoeuvre and the suppression of
the working classes, The ofs (Stwte Security Police) were
everywhere, dressed as civiliane, and belaving as such, until
one dere not say enytining to a 1r1enu in a éafe, or make &
telephone call, or go anywhere that wasn't in one's normal

e daily rout1ne° There was an informer in the Ho § LPG where
B : . DONMELL worket,. vifo. Lsea‘tO"ﬁaleggo

W

late from work or went uny%;ére By

& c onou_lc po sxtl on_wad

{c) 1In addition to ghe bove, DONTLA 5
becoming & strain, as he only ha ? murus<a vee,‘*ar
on the LFG, and ke had & wife and child to supperty
were too high fer h © 1,04 ELST MARES for = black

loaf of bread, 1.20 E4 r a snall pot of jan, besides
communal contributionsq. '

[N
2]

In the course of planning to escape, DONNELL gtated he becanme
feirly friendly with the proprietor of the Cafe LEHMANHN
(VENDISCHRSTR BAUTZIEN) whom he states used to pess on names
and addresses of peodln whe could help BAUTZEN residents to
escape back to the West, -DONHNELL actually gudted a2 taxi
driver by the name of SCIMIDT, ILUPTILRXT 4, who would drive

’i&an escapee to, West BURLIW fo” he sum of 250 mark
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e " {e) DONMELL is, 4irn thze irvterrogator's opinion, of above

LRI, ' ‘aversge intelligence, and was pleasant in his attitude

‘ ' throughout the interrogatien, .

T : His only wish is to carry on in the Army and con31ders
5i'f:' .. “that he would be nrenared to go through another long

s o : tern of detention at BIELEFLID to do so,

o E2p  INTERACGATOR,..5u0 T g L
' - (P. STLFFORD-HILL)
: | Rank Sgte
- ‘ o . Unit THTELLIGENCT CORPS
- ' ‘ ' t4' DDTLCERINT -
S g 309 FS SECTION
L . BRITISH FORCES POST OWFIW, 45,
DLTE or INTEARGOATION
7 Jan 56 - 12 Jan 586,
| PLACE3 OF INTERROGLTION
(i) 309 FIZLD ZECURITY S5ZC TI{)'N'A BRITISY FORCES POST OFFICE, 45,

'E ) DETENTION. WARD,  BRITISZ WILIT[BX HOSPITAL, -
BRI ISH FORC”S PO“T F;QHt 45, : _'_ ’
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