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(date) /

Revlewof 201 File on U.S. Citizen

In'accordance with the DDO's notice of 9 December 1974,
I have reviewed the 201 file on rSAA( S (surname)
(201 number indicated below), and nave determined that it can 

‘most accurately.be categorized as indicated below:

| | should be closed.

P~J witting collaborator. 01 Code Al.

potential witting collaborator; date opened 
01 Code A2.

□former witting collaborator (relationship terminated). . 
01 Code A 3.

II potential witting’ collaborator never contacted (security 
. ' reasons', de rogatory in forma t Ion) . 01 Code A4 .

I)/ | .counterintelligence case (i.e., involving a foreign 
/-—' intelligence or security service). 01 Code A5.

| i all others, 01 Code A6. .

'\Signed_-BaxG WM:: \ chifcct ? < •
(name) (title) (component)

This assignment of category has been entered into STAR. J 
’ 5 ■ ' J... i '

Signed K/hn ' 19 7____ _
" . (initials) (date) i

. ■■ - ■’’ ?- ’ \ '■ 5 L :

This document is a permanent part' of this file.

201-
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SECRET

4 October 1974

f

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
- . ' ' o ' ■ ■ -' / - ' ■ 7 ■

SUBJECT: Former Records of Ray Murphy

. 1. The attached documents arc part of a large
collection of records held by Ray Murphy during his

. tenure as an official of the Department of State. 
He transferred all of his records to CIA upon his 
retirement in the ihid-1960's. The documents of that 
collection which did’not meet the retention criteria 
of the ODO or the Office of Security were destroyed. 
While those which were of utility have been retained

- and accessioned as appropriate to the DDO records 
system.

2. The attached records concern 
Harold ISAACS
who is the subject of 201-0018446 and should
be classified to that file.

Attachment

SECRET

4-^7^
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I ■ . • 30UPCE: SB* VAiiSgj, Jee fork City,

I October 22, 193$ - page 12

J By Hanau Chan

*♦• There ere numerous omerloan journalists of . 

different political color and dhadea of opinion who are 

"cooperating" in this way with Japanese taperlailas, but 

whoever has followed the writings of Harold Isaaoa, 

Alexander Huchaan, Frank Class and Wilbur Burton in The 

‘ Chine Press, The China Weekly Fevles, >sla, pacific Affairs^ 

New International, eta., realizes that these Aruerioan 

Trotskyist Journalists ore the most vicious end most dan

gerous of the whole lot of reactionary Journalists.

Biding behind a barrage of Marxist phraseology (which 

hone of them has yet learned to manipulate with facility), 
. .. ■ «

these people are energetically conducting a campaign of 

lies against the Communist international, the Chinese 

Communist Forty, the soviet Union, the Chinese Soviets 

end the Chinese,Hed Army, a campaign which alms to under

mine the confidence of the outside world in the Chinese 

Soviet movement and the <<ed A.rmy,

j •• ‘; ■

J. ^CC^TccpyJ '•
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isi ACTIVITIES FILES SOJRC'u DAILY tORER

Filo N«.

TROTZKYITE BOOK MOURNSs 
OVER CHINESE REVOLUTION :

..THE TRAGEDY OF THE CHI-mf devious Trotskvite -polemics. ’ 
; NEf»E , REVOLUTION.. By I Isaacs book. has been reissued., 
' Harold D, Issacs. Stanford Vni- partly lb cash in on the hate-China 
i venity Press. 3S2 ppi 55. (racket, arid partly because any 
' stick is useful to Big Business.Sy ROBEIIT FRIEDMAN Lgaimt the liberation >• .bound

The presses are spewing forth 
aati-Clunese books these akys at----------------- -------    Isaacs now savs he no longer , 
a pace which bills to match the lov« Trotsky, whose introduction; 
.anti-Soviet torrent All the old jWJ been dropped as a liability. In-; 
China hands' who served.AVcstcro 1$,^ :|,e js a„ orw„ defender off 
(imperiaiism its banker, soldim, spy, Jjniperialist intervention against the ' 

Jot whatever in the Orient ate now.jpeople of the Far East. ' 
ibusy at the typewriter, engaged But typical of his Trotskyite: 
in profitable vilification .of ,450,- weascling is Isaacs’ attack on the-, 

; 000.000 people because they de- (Chinese Coinmunists of the 192O's, 
iesded to take their fate in theirj6r,t because they supported! 
■ own hands and build for them- Chiang Kai-shek despite tin: fact; 
■ selves. .-------------- - - ; Itliat he .was to beconie the butcher"
[. * * ‘ of the Chinese revolution, and se<- ■
: ■ One book which deserves, even'mid liecruse thev allegedly cringed;, 
j under the cynical and opportunist ^fot-e Chiang when he turned,riiy

anti-Soviet tOTcnL

rieign of capitalism, some snrchl 
J prize for adaptability is HaroU D. 
; Isaacs*' Tragedy.-oi the Chinese

'(he workers in 1927.

.Revolution.*. •. .<
; • Published . first in 1938 as an
-avowedly Trotskyite tract (com-|; 
iplete with introduction by Trotsky):

Tliis nonsense, which wtFiiM rule I,, 
cut every political alliance hi 1^- • 
lory, on the chance that today's| ‘

[ally might he tomorrow's encmyJ 
jis ironic in view of the fact thaq?pieie who iDurxiucnon oy irouKyijis ironic in view oi me mui umij , 

‘calling the defeat of the Chincse.Chiaiig sits today oil Taiwan, ja: 
jwpriers in 1927 a "betravar byLdiscrrylitrxl gangster save only In'. 
;Stalin and the Chinese Comma- pie. eyes-,of- Isaacs' political raeo-l" 

.luists, the-same book emerges now, tors.. " ,V' . " V i
:refurbished, to memm the victory Meanwhifejthe Chinese, people-' 
-|5f the'Very same'Chinese workers will go about their business build-1 
la J^gsrtipn later! . . .... ing socialism. unconcerned "by-

Meamvhife^the Chinese people •'

unconcerned 'by
‘ -;I. I Isaacs’ tears for the. tragedy of-

ilKnerl with the murky intricacies'1927 or 1951. '.■ilvjiyyV'-'-, J

^AA - 3^6
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z 1 Ta Yong Y1 Ping Hutung 

Peiping, China.
Oct. 5, 1934.

Mr. T. A. Bisson 
136 Claremont Avenue 
Mount Vernon, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Bisson:

I have seen the correspondence exchanged between 
Mr. Olass andyourself. regarding the contributions you 

. collected for the China Forum. A draft for the sum in 
' full will be sent to you this week.

I do not know in the name of whom dr what Sias Smedley 
speaks of the China Forum. Since she was not in China at 
the time the Forum Suspended, nor has she corresponded 
with me .on the subject, I consider it necessary to place 
before you and the other contributors an account of the 
circumstances in which the Forum ceased publication? 
Since you apparently gathered the contributors together 
in a meeting to hear what Mise Smedley had to.say, I 
would appreciate it deeply if you would gather theta once

'more to hear my account. The enclosed is a copy of a 
letter, sent by me last May to the Chinese Communist Party. 
It has been published in China in a Chinese translation 
and copies have been sent abroad but has not been pub
lished in English as faras I know. I do not know the 
names of the people who were good enough to contribute 
to the Forum but their interest.in the matter warrants 
plaiting before them the story of what happened to the 
magasihe. I trust, out of Simple fairness to me, you 
will be good enough to give them this opportunity.

” I greatly regret any inconvenience or embarrassment 
to which you have been put in this matter. I do hope, 
however, that my letter will enlighten you. and your 
friends and enable you to appreciate the difficulties 
which have arisen. I know of ho project to revive the 
China Forum at the present time. Should such occur, the 
resultant publication would be of a considerably different 
character from the one I edited, as Will be obvious from 
the facts given in my letter to the C. P.■ I think people 
who are interested In supporting the revolutionary move
ment here should know these facts.

Once again, I appreciate all the trouble you have 
gone to in this matter.

Did you ever, Incidentally, receive the artiole 
"Fascism in China" and the newsletter which I mailed to

<>?

last?July 13

Yours sincerely

enol. (Harold R. Isaacs)

(Copied by RD) |

/(/i ATT <3 ^.4 7 - 5
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Letterof H, R. <o .tht. C.c.p, concern-

To the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party:

The two-year period of my extra-organizational col
laboration with the Chinese Communist Party has come to 
an end and the China Forum which I founded and edited dur
ing that time;has been forced to suspend publication. Xn 

■ fiber interest of bur whole movement as well as in'my per
sonal interest, I consider It necessary to record here 
and publish the history of the China Forum and the cir- 
oumstances of its suspension. You refused me the oppor
tunity to liay the matter before the membership of the 
party even when I offered to do so in your own organs and 
not through the columns of the Forum, then, wrongly, I 
permitted the Forum to go down in silence, you turned 
around and in your organs and near organs in China and : 
abroad you proceeded with the. usual slanders of "betrayer* 
and "counter-revolutionary0. In so doing you didn't have 
the courage or the simple honesty to state that you pre
sented the China Forum with an ultimatum and forced its 
suspension because in reply its editor raised questions 
which are being placed before the whole movement today 

; by the International Left Opposition. Nor did you state 
" that you deliberately smashed the Forum for this reason 

despite my repeated and eixtended offers to continue publi
cation as before phf a straight anti/Kuomlntang, ant.i- 
imperialist basis, leaving these various problems to be 
thrashed out first privately among ourselves. In other 
words/ you deliberately forced suspension of the China 
Forum despite the fact, on your own admission, that its 
loss was a serious blow to the revolutionary movement in 

- China, that itmeanithe disappearance of an organ which 
for two years you had considered an extremely valuable 
instrument in the hands of the movement. Here, as in the 
broader issues which led to our differences, your blind 
adherence to false policies was once more demonstrative 
of your readiness to place your factional Interests above 
the interests of the Chinese Revolution.

'' ' /'■ ' < 'f . ■
In going back over the history of the Forum, I think 

the vicious character of your action becomes even more 
evident when I start with the fact that from beginning to 
end I functioned ,npt as a member of the party but as a 
willing sympathizer who was prepared to throw all his 
energies into a job he saw he could do - edit and publish 
an organ in China which could help mobilise the forces 
of this country for struggle against the Kuomintang and i 
the imperialists by exposing the regime of terror and 
privation which they have in common imposed upon the 
masses of the Chinese people. Permit me to recall at 
this point that I never accepted any personal remunera- . 
tion for tlcw or labor. You gave the Forum financial II 
aid but I never received a dollar from you that was not II 
put into the paper. I refused your offers of compensa-»* 
tion and earned my living elsewhere. Your only claim on 
me was my full-hearted loyalty to the Communist ideal and

4-



. our common dedication to the struggle against a regime 
of hate and misery and oppression. In the end you for- 
felted thia claim by ceasing any longer to be in my eyes 
honest or.effective leaders of this strugglo.

Although you helped the Korun financially, the part I 
you played in building it up from the day it started in / 
January, 1932, to the day of its.last appearance in Janu
ary 1934, was Insignificant. My repeated requests for 
cooperation in matters of circulation and material for ' 
publication sent largely unsatisfied throughout that time. 
You never supplied me with the reports I so frequently . 
and urgently sought, particularly on trade unions, strike 
struggles, the Red Armies, the Red districts, etc. Svery- 
thing the Forum did and became was the fruit of the work 
of a tiny group of devoted collaborators (the most 1m- 
portant of whom had no connection with you whatever) and 
myself who had to depend almost entirely on our own re
sources for everything we did and published^ At every 
crisis in the Forum's existence, when it was banned by 
the French authorities in Shanghai at the very outset! 
when it was bounded and persecuted by the American and 
Chinese authorities in the summer of 1932, when through 
British police pressure it was thrown out of every avail
able printing ship In the city; when the pseudo-Fascist 
Blue Shirts again and again threatened the printing plant 
which I built up partially through personally contracted 
loans — it was invariably through my own Initiative, with 
the help of the little Forum staff, that we pulled our
selves up by the bootstraps every time and carried on to 
a point in January this year where the Forum was flourish
ing and growing daily in circulation, prestige, and in
fluence despite the many formidable obstacles in its way. 
the formation of the China Forum Readers Association. . 
which in the brief space of three months spread to eleven 
cities in five provinces, developing into a mighty poten
tial weapon for the revolutionary movement, was the prod
uct of spontaneous action on the part of the Forum's 
readers, later sponsored and led by the paper itself. 
All these were the Forum's own achievements, not yours. 
By your arbitrary and criminal action you shattered thee 
in the full stride of their growth. Because to my bitter 
disappointment I had notnor could I secure the resources ji 
to carry on myself - owing largely to the difficult oondi-|' 
tions of work and the impossibility of getting revenue 
from the paper itself - all that had been achieved and 
was to be achieved was ground into the dust.

From almost the very beginning of my active work - 
which X date from the time I began reporting events in 
China In a Communist way - a number of questions presented 
themeelves to ma in increasingly forcible form. These 
arose originally from my discovery of the gross dlator- 
tions and exaggerations which I found to be characteristic 
of Communist propaganda In China and abroad. I define 
propaganda as the skilful, clear, accurate and wholly 
truthful reporting of the facts linked to on incisive,

i 
I ! 1

purposive



purposive Interpretation and a plan of action for deal
ing with the facte in a revolutionary way. I learned - 
*h'.s fioa '.La uife and work of Lenin and his Bolshevik 
comrades who taught us that the truth comes from the. 
masses themselves and that only disaster can result from 
telling them lies. I have never learned to the contrary 
that it was ay revolutionary duty to cork in any other 
way although I soon found that the present day Communist 
Party press makes a practice of distinguishing between 
propaganda and truth.

Examples of exaggeration and distortion most strik
ing to mo were naturally those which applied to China, 
because here I could check allegations with known facts. 
I first wrote these down to the ignorance, or inoauacity 
of individuals. I felt that Communist editors abroad 
would publish accurate facts about China if they could 
get them. Accordingly with a friend I tried to set up. 
an independent mall news service and sent weekly bulletins 

- to papers all over the world giving brief, sharp, factual 
accounts of what was going on. This was In the fall of . 
1931 after my return from the area of the great Central 
China floods of that summer. I scarcely understood then 
why this service failed to secure any response from the 
Communist prose abroad. After about three months I had 
to suspend it for lack of support. It simply didn't geth 
published except in a few organs which were not official!/ 
Communist Party papers, including the New York Militant.//

It wasn't long before I began to perceive, with a 
deeper study of International events and the history of 
the Chinese Revolution, that a consistent thread ran 
through the distortions and exaggerations which I found 
not only In brief casual reports ofeurrent events but 
in the solemnpronunclaaentoes made by delegates before 
plenums of the E.C.C.I. I discovered that these departures 
from the truth were made necessary by the official premlsei 
that ever since the catastrophe of 1927 a mighty, upsurg
ing revolutionary movement has been marching forward In 
China to the very brink of seizure of power under the 
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. I discovered 
that these exaggerations were necessary because the prem
ise was false and along with it all the basic tenets of 
the policies being pursued by the Communist International 
and the Communist Party in China. I Cannot begin here to 
give a summary of some of these distortions (which I 
verbally cited to you by the dozen) ranging from particu
lar incidents (the. wilfully false picture given of the 
cotton mill strike in Shanghai in January, 1933, even to 
the point of transposing it to February to heighten the 
Impression given of the workers' role in the Shanghai war) 
to high flown generalizations like the statement recently 
made before the Plenum of the X.C.C.I. that the C.C.P. has 
won over the majority of the Chinese working class and 
toe peasantry.

In denying the factual truth of this premise, whence 
flows the whole policy of the Communist Party in China, I 
deprecate not a whit the magnificent militancy and courage 
of Chinese workers, striking again and again and fighting

against



against terrific odds in defense of their very lives; 
nor the noroic struggles waged by peasants all over the 
country; nor.the fight of the Red Armies against the ., 
Kuomintang, I. merely respect the cold. Indisputable fasti] 
that these, struggles are defensive, nqt offensive, that J4 
they are Isolated, desperate and unorganised, with very 
few exceptions - a few small strikes here and there add 
the larger exception of the Red Army - they are without 
organised revolutionary leadership. Moreover the develop
ment of thia leadership, the task of the C.P., is proceeds 
Ing at a tragicallyretarded pace owing to the false 
policies and inept tactics of the party.

In denying the presence of a mighty revolutionary 
upsurge (i.e., a vast, organised march toward the seizure 
of power) I respect facts made still clearer perhaps when 
compared to the facts and figures of the monster mass move
ments of the 1925-37 period. The;tragic errors of the 
Communist leadership ln!927 were primarily responsible 
for the decapitation of that great movement and because 
no lessons have been drawn from those events to this very 
day, these errors, monstrously accumulated, are still re
sponsible for the tragedies of today. .But for the purpose 
of our comparison here, let us for example take the single 
fact that in 1326 in Greater Shanghai there were 257 
strikes. In 1933 there were 82. Let us remember that 
on the eve of the. workers’ seizure of power in Shanghai 
in March, 1927; there were more than 800,000 workers, 
handicraftsmen and petty traders but on the streets fight-; 
Ing with arms in hands for demands of a far-reaqhing po* , j 
lit leal character, a close check for the entire country I 
in the latter half of 1933 showed me that less than one- 
thirtieth of thht number werejengaged in strikes and other 
disputes daring any given month and that almost invariably 
the demands were defensive demands against wage outs and 
lockouts. Moreover, the lack of cohesive leadership - > 
often in departments of the same fabtory or in one or more 
of a group of factories - or even sometimes lack of even 
the most elementary organization - has in almost every 
case led to deadening failure and relatively easy betrayal 
by the yellow "labor leaders" arid "mediators^ of the.' 
Kuomintang. In 1935 the shooting of thirteen students 
by British police in Shanghai was the touch^off for a 
general strike which paralyzed the olty and which was 
seconded by vast sympathy strikes which broke like a 
series of tidal waves over the entire country. In Janu
ary, 1932, when the Japanese imperialists used the Shanghai 
International Settlement as a base for operations which 
cost the lives of tens of thousands of Chinese, not a. 
single strike interrupted the normal course of the pub- 
lie or other services in that settlement. In the factories 
there were no strikes but a large scale lockout to which 
the overwhelming majority of Shanghai's workers submitted 
without protest.

The dogged, persistent struggle carried on by small 
sections of the rank and filo workers In isolated Instances 
in recent years is tribute to the magnificent fibre of

Chinese
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Chinese workers. It is not evidence that a revolutionary 
seizure of power is on the order of the day. It la evi
dence, along with the heroic sacrifices of thousands who 
hove lost lives and liberty.in Chinese revolutionary 
struggle during the last seven years of KuoaIntang re
action, that It Is ooselble to fight the monstrous white 
terror which Chinese Communists freouently cite as a 
reason for the Insufflolendy of their work. Yet. it Is 
largely because this terror has not been fought effectively 
that the Xuomlntang regime, despite the fact that it is 
rotting and crumbling, can still keep the lid down on the 
boiling, simmering hatred of the people it rules. Unless 
the martyrdom of thousands of China's finest workers, 
peasants and revolutionary intellectuals is to be in vain, 
we must turn: resolutely away from the folly of calling to 
insurrection when what is heeded is painstaking education, 

. organization and the sponsorship of day-to-day struggles 
of the masses for democratic demands, the. slow building up 
of a warty and mass organizations and a movement which 
will be able to command the forces capable of carrying out 
an insurrection.

In the case of the widespread but isolated and in
dividual oases of peasant uprisings, and this, includes 
the Red Armies in Klangs!, these struggles await the 
leadership of a strong working class movement before they 
oan have a successful issue. The Red Armies in their re
stricted and surrounded areas end with their meagre re
sources have- fought heroically against the Kuomintang 
attacks upon them. But until the Kuomintang is shaken 
from its bulwarks in the Imperialist controlled working 
class centres, their prospect of revolutionary triumph 
remains necessarily dim. No revolutionary purpose le 
served by taking refuge in the' flotion that these armies 
have oroletarlen leadership because individual workers, 

.undoubtedly leaders of superior quality and courage, have 
been^torn from their factories and their fellow-workers 
and sent down to occupy key positions in the Red Army 
districts and in the.Red Armies themselves. Indeed, this 
common practice of extracting the most conscious ana pro
gressive working class elements from their working class 
environment and sending them down to the Red districts is 
a good index to the criminal transposition of emphasis 
which has helped paralyze the working class movement in 
the cities. If the white Terror doesn't carry off the 
workers'' leaders as they arise, the C.P. does and has done 
so In hundreds of cases. This helps in no small part to 
explain why it has also been impossible to mobilize a 
genuine mass anti-Japanese movement in the fact of mili
tary aggression and why the Shite Terror of the Kuomin
tang has succeeded, by filling mass graves and innumer
able prisons with the martyred dead and living, in down
ing the anti-iraperlalist movement of efforts toward the 
organization of such a movement and paving the way for 
the ever increasing enoroaohments of the imperialists. 
The party has not yet gripped and directed the deep and 
bitter and often inarticulate hatred of the masses of the 
peonle for their oppressors and this includes large sec
tions of the lower netty bourgeoisie who could be won by 
successful mass pressure from below. This la because the

Party



Party hao failed to translate the realities of everyday 
events into its program and taoiioe. . ------------------ ,< .

I cannot here go into the many-faceted problems and 
Issues which flow from these facta with regard to the 
policies and tactics of the Chinese revolutionary movementI 
Nor extending tothe international scene need I go into I
the terrific effects of the German catastrophe nor the /
storm of questions which has been directed at theCrT. ' 
leadership whose responsibility in the disaster has be
come nakedly clear to unnumbered Communists and Communist 
aymoathlzera the world over. Nor into the whole set. of 
implications which arise from the policies of the O.I., 
with particular reference to the late developments in 
Soviet foreign policy, the Litvinov-Roosevelt agreement, 
the forthcoming mooted entrance of the U.S.S.R. into the 
League of Nations and in a snail er but equally character
istic way, the forthcoming association of the U.S.S.R. 
with the Institute of 1’eolfio Relations which hopes to 
hold its next talkfeat in b'osocw. These problems, with 
their many specific links to the Chinese questions, were~ 
the basic questions over which I soon began to take issue 
with the official views of the Party and the International.

: In-

j But precisely because at all costs I desired to carry 
. ion the Forum’s open struggle against the common enemy - 
against the Kuomintang and the imperialists - I sedulously 
avoided bringing these issues into the columns of the paper, 

- Increasingly against my better Judgment. 1 leaned over far 
1 backward in this respect. This expressed itself in many 

of the current issues with which we had to deal.

! \ I ask youtoreoall the whole uohill fight which the 
‘ Forum waged on behalf of. Paul end Gertrud Ruegg in the
; spring and summer of 1933 during which time I repeatedly 

। warned against the emphasis which was being placed on the 
; . "legal* aspects of the case and the "negotiations* with 
: the Kuomintang to the detriment of mass pressure and the 
■ capitalisation of the case for political purposes. You 

paid lip service to the need for mass pressure - partlou- 
i larly here in China - but in fact the “legalities" and 
; futile negotiations remained the major pillars of the de- 

fense.^ Until In the very end I finally rebelled, I wasn't
। even permitted to. give Ruegg his honourable and rightful 
V title - secretary of the Pah Pacific Trade Union Seore- 
! tariat. Yet, although I felt the struggle for the Rueggs 
: was being seriously handicapped by the tactics being pur
' sued, I carried on the fight with oil the energy at my 

command and you will recall that it was I who created the 
; local defense committee, and was chiefly responsible for 
i the widespread press propaganda and the considerable 
' sympathy which we aroused. Yet the strictly non-politlqal 

attitude which Ruegg was forced to assume at the trial 
: (in contrast to the highly politioal at’.ltude of his

. ■ prosecutors) was in my opinion one of the major reasons

for
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for the fate to which he and hie wife were condemned.

I ask you to recall the whole period of the organise^ 
tlon and activities of the Chlna-Lesgue forCivil Rights,J 
from December, 1933, to June, 1933, In which I took an ' 
native part. I,gave full play to this hybrid League and ' 
Its work without-once publishing the basic criticisms ■ 
which I often.Voiced to you and which in the end were 1 
wholly confirmed by what happened after the Kuomintang 
murdered YangChlen In June that year.

I ask you to recall the Views 1 set forth In August , 
and September,^ 1933, on the subject of thp "anti-War Con
gress* which at your specific request I did not publish. 
Instead, tony regret, I published the foul rot of Mar
ley & Co., without freely giving play to the true facte 
about that farcical junket which had convinced me that 
the poliolee which gave it birth do not one single whit 
advance the international struggle agalnat Imperialist 
war. ■!

On one occasion - and this at least I can take com
fort in - I passively resisted when you requested me to 
write and publish a slanderous attack on Chen-Tu-holU 
when he was condemned to 13 years imprisonment by the 
Kuomintang. Your request was specific. I was not to, 
deal with the issues which had brought Chen Tu-hslu from 
being the leader of the C.P. in 1937 to being leader of 
the Chinese Opposition in 1933. I was only to string to^ 
gether a vile series of labels In an effort to explain 
why the Kuomintang even Imprisoned the leader ofthe 
Left Opposition. As you know, that attack was ne^ey 
written or published.

Again In December, 1933, upon my return from Fukien, 
you specifically demanded that I set aside the results of 
my own personal investigations in Foochow in order to ; 
write on your behalf (but over my signature!) an utterly 
baseless and slanderous attack on the Left Opposition. 
You will recall that you charged at that time that, the 
•Trotskyists" were prominently identified with the new 
government set uo in Fukien by Chen Mlng-ebu and Tsai' . 
Ting-kal. You lumped the Left Opposition with the third 
Party and the so-called Social Democrats among the petty 
bourgeois satellites of the Fukien militarists. It was 
as much to satisfy myself on this very point as to per
form a mission for you that I went down to Foochow and 
spen^-two weeks there and learned through direct contact 
wlthdosens of people prominently concerned that the Left 
Opposition were stoutly end clearly on^oaed to the Foochow 
regime. I.haven’t place here to diecuao the relations of 
the C.P. to the short-lived Fukien Government or the char
acter of the "negotiations* which were going on down there. 
The Important thing here is that on 'my return you demanded 
that I write slanders which flew in the fade of everything 
I myself had learned. It la interesting, as a sidelight 
on your methods in factional strife as you conceive it,, 
that your representative in Foochow sent back a report, 
through mo, ironically enough, that one of the most pros- 
inent of the youthful pseudo-radicals in Foochow, Bu

Ohl-yuan
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Chl-yuen to be exact, was a leading “Trotskyist*. It so 
haooenjd that I Lad uot cal ha-i several lengthy interviews 
with Su and by the time I left Foochow I understood his 
position arid his personality exceedingly well. He was as * 
much a Trotskyist as Hei Lan-fang le! Yet you actually 
demanded that I Ignore my own knowledge of the man and in 
my article on Fukien set him down as a “Trotskyist*. I 
was faced on the one hand by your demands that I write 
falsehoods to suit your policies and on the other by my 
deep desire to set forth the actual facts about the Oppo
sition’ s attitude towards the Fukien regime. But once 
more, to preserve the shreds of our relationship, I drove 
a middle course and did neither, leaving the whole question 
outof my article. <

Despite the facts that these issues weighed more and 
more heavily upon me, despite the fact that events in 
China and abroad were pressing themselves sore and more 
imperatively on the-oonoerns of every sincere revolution
ary, I still tried to keep the Forum balanced on its 
ribbon-like path, concentrating on the anti-Kuomintang, 
antl-lmoeriallat struggle, and' in so doing fulfilling at 
least a partial function as a revolutionary organ. 1 
deeply felt, however, that I was betraying my readers by 
avoiding these Issues. How could I write of Germany and 
avoid all the implications of that disaster? How could 
I write of America's recognition of the U.S.S.R. and still 
fail to say that the Communist International had virtually 
been murdered at Washington? How could I warn against the 
dangers of imperialist intervention in the U.S.S.R. and 
still hot point out that Soviet foreign policy was in 
fact daily heightening the danger of such intervention? 
Yet I somehow did so and sought in whatever way possible 
to retain some basis for our continued collaboration.

' IV. . ....... - - *•

Nevertheless, abruptly in January of this year you 
forcedan ultimatum upon me and subsequently forced the 
break in our relationship because I could not and would 
not, at your demand, devote the China Forum to policies 
which I could hot and do not believe compatible with the 
interests of the Chinese Revolution and the international 
proletarian revolution; I could not, at your demand, set 
aside the convictions to which' I had literally been driven 
by the stinging lash of catastrophic, events in China, 
Germany and the world over. Particularly ay deep inter
est in Chinese events during the last three years made it 
impossible for me, finally, to give active support to 
policies and tactics whose disastrous effects were being 
a thousandfold confirmed for me by the tragic events of 
every swiftly-passing day. I could not ignore questions 
which strike at the roots of our work and the whole struc
ture of our hopes for a revolutionary future.

Despite the fact that these questions are rooking 
the entire International today, you denied ay right to

raise
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TRlae then in print. You demanded more. You demanded 
that Z attack anybody who did eo - primarily the people 
you oall ’counter-revolutionary Trotskyists9 - the only 
people who are'facing these problems today in a fearless, 
revolutionary way. You demanded that the China Forum 
become a stereotype for the policies and vulgar faction
al slanders which! could neither then nor now be party 
to. In reply td ay questions on China you simply auoted 
back to me the lies and half-lies I've been eo used to 

- . reading in Znprecorr. You even declared: Tor propa
ganda purposes a certain amount of exaggeration is neces- 
eary...9 and went on amasingly to say: ’but we know the 
true, facte and we base our policies on them, not on these 
exaggerations I 9 A new slant on modern-day 0.1. tactics! 
Facts, you said, are curious things. They have to be 
turned around and around and around and examined closely 
until their .true nature becomes apparent. The trouble is 
you turn them so far and so qulokly that they turn into 
something like a dizzily turning top of fancy - or at 
best wish - fulfilling misrepresentations.

To my questions on Germany you quoted Heckert, 
Platnitsky, and the E.C.C.I.'s famour resolution declar
ing that the collapse of the German party and the slaughter 
of the German workers were based on the past, present and 
future correct policies of the O.P.G.! You declared I had 
no right: to offer critical comment oh the dangerously 
opportunistic foreign and domestic policies of the U.3.3.R., 
most notably on the entry of the U.3.3.R. bn a straight 
national!at basis into the disgusting corridors of Im
perialist intrigue. To the contrary, I was to lovingly 
fawnlngly fondle and hall the polloles which have meant 
disaster in China, Germany and elsewhere and are rapidly 
leading the U.S.3.R. into the vacuum of nationalist iso
lation from the world wide proletarian movement. This I 
was to do, to begin with, by .publishing Stalin's face on 
the front page and columns of the customary panegyrics " 
to his infallibility. Above all and before all, I was to 
take up cudgels against ;9counter-revolutionary Trotskyism*. 
That was to be the main point of my reformation - to raise 
no questions myself and slander anybody else who did so.

In reply to your demand that I submit to an editorial 
board In order that thebe editorial policies should be. 
effectively put into practice, i offered (1) to continue 
publication strictly as before, meanwhile arguing out my. 
differences with you In discussions on the side; (2) to 
throw the columns of the Forum open to a general discus
sion of all basic revolutionary question, with free play 
to unorthodox as well as orthodox views. If your views 
were correct, I argued, ;lt would be a distinct advantage « 
to you to have such an opportunity to display their bril
liance alongside the puny efforts of your critlos; (3) to 
publish orthodox news arid views but to reserve for myself 
the right to comment and criticise.

These repeated offers, you repeatedly refused. You 
Offered to discuss these questions with me verbally if in

. ■ the'
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the aeanwhile I throw the Forum ooen to your editorial 
board.* '/y other proppeals were unthinkable! Give the 
Fonia’s readers a chance to hear bounter-revolutlonary* 
viewpoints? Never that! I could only display my revo
lutionary purity by acceding to your demands. We would 
talk things over until Spring, then if all went well (i.e., 
if Ishowed a satisfactory adaptability to your view
point) I couldpack up for an educational trip to the 
Soviet Union where I would certainly become convinced 
of the error of my ways. In other words you wanted my 
signature on a promissory note with the amount left 
blank for you to fill in. You put this in the form of 
an ultimatum and you told me that if I did anything but

-accept I would forthwith enter the camp of the "counter
revolution* .

I had to refuse these terms. I had to refuse to 
lend -myself to a slanderous and baseless struggle against 
the International Left Opposition. I had to refuse to 
lend space to the naueeatlngly fawning praise of Stalin 
and uncritical reception of Stalinist policies which 
characterise the Communist Party press the world over. 
I had to refuse to take shelter in the cold and draughty 
empty spaces which stretch behind the impressive facade 
and early tradition of the Communist International. I 
would like to go to the Soviet Union for a vis't someday - 
but I had to refuse your offer on your terms. I had to 
refuse, in short, to become a hack prostitute in the name 
of ths Revolution.

In the end; too, I had to refuse to turn over to you 
the printing plant I had built up with so much pain and 
struggle because I considered It not your property but 
the property of the working class movement. . Because I 
could not carry on the Forum myself, for lack of finan- 
clal resources and because of heavy debts contracted, I 

- - disposed ofjthe plant and turned every farthing of the 
proceeds'over to where I now consider the true interests 
of our movement lie. It was with a deep and abiding bit- 
terness that I had considered comrades, when for two years 
it had fought off all its many enemies on the outside.

Tet with It camo the realisation that we have to 
build anew over the ruins you have wrought. The revolu- 
tlon&nd the building of our future moves forward and 
when we trample down the defenses of our enemies we shall 
brush underfoot everything and everybody that stands in 
our way. No sycophantic, blind, allegiance to a name, an 
empty facade, a torn and shredded prestige can lead us 
forward. Only unswerving fidelity to our goal and active 
struggle towards this end with the weapons of a correct 
and tested political line will lift us from defeat to ul
timate victory. To this struggle I shall continue to 
dedicate all my energies.

Harold R. Isaacs.

Peloing, China
Say 30, 1934.

(Cooled by RD)



OR COIMSIST ACTIVITIES FILES
SOURCE* DAILY HORNER

Date:
File No.

[POST WRITER AMIS All - 
KGR^ WreSES INVASION ;

Tho Korean people are united 
bchiiKl the IjlrttnluMi Annies from 
(he North and aio hostile to the 
American troops sent there by 
Trumans fnhvycnrionist order, the 
New York Itai's Far East expert. 

^laroW It. Isaacs, admitted yestcr* 
day. —.

fames’ article gave llw lie tn 
the PtHts own editorial lino uf 
support to the police-state regime 

Jof Synghmao Bheo arnl the Trn* 
. ;rnan attack on Korea as au act to 

(defend- "democracy." 
J Isaacs declared that d>a' U. S. 
has "much more rcaum* to count 

.. On general Korean hostility than । 
on heroic. support." He Admitted j 
(hat "South Ktrrean civilians hav*j, 

' bcerr infnutefv harder hit By the

I honest he4inio«r "S. Korttitrs Don't 
Know Why Help Has Come.*

(In Into wlilious the Past m< 
d tested its own awareness of the 
phontness of this headline by dn>|>- 
ping it Tire new one compUined: 
"Wr.»k S. Korean Hcghire Ham* 
pert Ch at Front**)

But Isaacs made clear that "if. 
in China during the Japanese war 
the Americans Jud a friendly pop* 
uhtkm on their side, this is bg 
nome:uis the case now - ra Korea. • 

lie concludes; "Evon if tire war 
| remains localised. even a victory, 
won in due course will be 4 tom- 
porary one,and arch a victory, will 
not bo easily woo." •

American. ;*ctiun so fir" than by 
■ their IclIow-KoieaAS from the: 
north. . i

*Jhe Srw|th Korean government! 
- was an "unpopular one in the elec-J 

Hnii held only four weeks ago.* 
; Isaacs said, "the regime cd Pr«i-. 
■ dcnit Syngman Rhee was decisively 1 

. • Repudiated."
Ictart ^declared that the guerilU 

; movements io- South Korea “could 
; have operated only with a cum 
' tolerable measure of p»>puhr sup- 
} port," and he acknowledged the 
' "intense desire of all Koreans for 
''rininiHvatian of their disroembervd v 

country."
* To top thu story, bristling with 

exposure of the unperialcrt nature
. at the Truman'attack on Korea. 
. and with evidence of the Korean 

jimipk’S awareness ..of their real 
enemy, tins Pmt cnncxx'trd the dis-
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Ko. 1480.
December 2, 1932.
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SI th reference to R.A. aeaoranduB No. 1305 of December 
4, 1931 regarding Harold ISAACS ano his ccnneotlon >1 th 
Hilaire NCUl LN: , it has Just been learned that one Viola 
KQSiN; CN arrived in Shanghai on August Ad, 1932, bytho 
C.: .K. S.S.- ,'.y^ Co £9. $ios HCBINLCN,
together with Harold XgaaCu of the CHINA ?0."U.y, ga.e notice 
to the Inited .states Consulate General of their intended 
marriage, which actually took- place cn the 14th September. 
In hie. marriage upplleation, I5AACS particularly requested 
'that no publicity be given to the forthcoming ceremony, it 
arpears that Vis® JiCBINGCN is a follower of the .suffragette, 
Lucy STCNK,- sho, some fifteen cr twenty years ago, advocated 
aacng American women the retention of the maiden name after 
marriage; According to officials of tho United states 
Consulate General, Viola i.C^IN: CN, therefore, sill not be 
known as Vrs. ISAACS.

In connection with Viola -CJIN.'LN’a activities in China, 
in a letter, dated Szochuen, July 24, 1931, Harold ISAACS 
wrote to viola IGBINSCN as folloss:

’You are in tho swliti Viola. I’a coming back to 
dive In and s»lti alongside. ~hat co you. think? It 
is all extremely fortuitous from our standpoint 
that I bhculd have seen the light at last. Your 
•ork /I th -UGG .and the future in it is far more 
important ti;an anything, you could co out here or 
anynhare else for that matter. I*11 geti back - 
no matter a possible delay - no matter how - there------  
will be a Job to be done and by cur gods i’m going 
to get into It... ”

Attention is called to the name. ' Ugg rutnllcnad In the atove 
extract. . ■ ■

. ■ ■■ ' - ■ ■ . J - J ■ . .

' . ■ i i '
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Confidential ?..

"7'7 ” u^icm; c< ksuu-k service.

American Consulate Gonaral, 
Shanghai, China, Do© cater 10, 1931.

Subjectj Harold H. Isaacs.

: THE HORORAiO 

THE SSCWTARY iF STATS, 

’ ffASHH-OTCH,

. 1__ -sin.... .;

I hav© the honor to report that an American 

7 oltieaa naaod Harold R. ZaasOB has basn reported to 

thio office by the polio® of the international set

tlement as a corssanlat suspect. Tito foots regarding . 

Mr. laaaQo are briofly co follows:

Mr. Harold R. Isaacs colled at thio office in 

December, 1930, and stated that ho could bo for a fee 

months in Shanghai] at that tlmohe exhibited pass

port Ko. 177020, issued by the Department of State on 

March 17, 1930. Ko stated that he expected to leave 

Shanghai in June, 1031] Vat his home .was in Kou York 

City and that his'local aiidrcas sub in cere of the 

American Express Cospony.

According to rollee reports Idaaoa arrived in 

Shanghai froa Manila as a f irot-clasa po-saonsor on the

3. 3. JZTyi.r.^ on December 17, 1930. He «u>

employed, by the aka:-ghat tvr.rAra s’os? arp MsAkvky snd 

later by tbs C! Ij’a. PRbut appnroatly lost both

_ 2nm££a*
ATT-o-) ,rc. a -



positions. Ho has resided with e Pritt ah subject named 

C. Frank Class at 129 Foihalwet Hoad and ncdo a trip with 

Class to Szechuan during Juno, 1931. Th© pa Heo flie 

contains a ©opy of a letter written by him to a Mias 

Viola Robinson, euro of the Amorioon Consulate, Dresden, 

Germany, dated July 24, 1931, nt Chongtu, azochuan. 

Thia letter, it is stated, was returned unopened to 

Shanghai from Dresden, addressed to Harold R. Isaacs 

la euro at th© taGrioon Erpress Company, Shanghai, and ■ 

was opened by the Post Office Censor at the request of 

th© Comldsloner of Posts, The letter is very long and 

shows that leases, although previously holding ©om- 

mm A st io viowa, only decided definitely to turn ’Ted" 

during July of this year. Ho stated that ho wao in

fluenced in thio decision by certain conversations with 

0. Frank Class, above referred to, during their trip to 

azoohuen.

In connection therewith it may be of intoroot to 

state that ecsoniing to a polioo report dated October 

17, 1931, information regard Ing this letter was given 

by th© Shanghai Municipal Folios to on officer of th© 

local British Consulate General, who apparently cabled 

Information regarding it to London. The polio© report 

states that a reply was oubaeruently rcoelvoithe glob 

of whieh lo aa followst 

"Viola Robinson arrived in tho United 
Flutes about th© nldulo of September. Th© 
whola f.-vily coi'^nunlats in touch with 
1 <Miao8' farlly," 

The police ateito that lias-old B. *sa<i©s in Dov«snbar, 

1931, ootahliobrd a news aganoy umior the of th©



"far Kastorr. rrc-js Corruo^oiidcno©," c.blo address 

Fenprecop, P. c. Dox 1028. On October Oth Isaacs and 

C. Frank Glass moved fro~ 123 "oihalwol Hoad to House 

Ko. 6. i-'aBoa;a Ko. 177. Avenue Du ba 11. The police state 

that this address was fomerly known as Humber 35 Avenue 

Dubail and is the boarding house at which Agnes Smedley 

resided from'Moy, 1029, to May 1930, The police report 

that A^ios Smedley frequently visits leases and Class 

at thia address. . „

In ay ninthly political report for Hovcmber, on 

page 15 it was stated that the bodies of numerous mcabers 

of the family of a certain Kou had boon murdered, allegedly 

by eotsauilsto in retaliation for Kou’s turning traitor to 

the communist; cause. In connection with tills rattor 

Isaacs addressed an open letter to the various newspapers 

of &ian$hni, under date of Hovcmber 24, 1931, in which 

he scored them for branding these allowed murders as 

•horrible” and ’’dastardly,'’ while et the some tiino they 

• did npt raise their editorial voices against the whole

sale murders comlttod by Chiang Kai-shek, the Oarricon 

Comandor of Shanghai and other Chinese militarists..

Hone of the papers saw fit to publish this letter but I 

1/ have received a copy thereof, and copies are enclosed.

I have also received a photostetio copy of the last pogo 

eentainisf: the signature of Kr* Isaacs.

HonpectfUlly jvuro

E ’ w in 3. Cunn 1 nrJwsa, 
American Consul General.



Enolbsuret
-<_!/- Copy of open letter free Herold 
l^t^'—-EL. Asago a*. dated HovanbttP £4, 1031*

PKJ 
ecca j

Ho, c?px,t.a
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I.Enclosure Kd. 1 to dosp 'tch Ho.? 'f / of Edwin 3. Cunnia^aa, 
American Ct-iisul vtwrai -nt ShuJvjTT/ China, dated I'eombc? 
16, iVbl, on1 tho subject: "Harold K. Isaacs."

C^L ' .

Your publication of the ■’rJiastly*' Csnanshni Tinea), 
"horriblov (C.hlna Press), "daDtKrcily” (‘vening Post and- 
North China Pally Kchra) -Kirdcra-allo,-^dly o'cr.s-.ltted- by 
Chinos® iCornunl ata in tho Fraio?\ Conobssio-n brings 
forcibly to hind certain other anpeets of tho Chinese 
seen® who ae y^hadtlfnoss .•?nd barbar1 ty find thoir way 
into your colunna only at rare intervals - rad then 
only in brief cool paragraphs.

i
Thoro can be no att.crpt! tn "Justify" thwo alleged 

nurdorn, jif the talo be true. «© nil hate the guts of a 
traitor. ; Hut wo cannot all condone q systos of vendetta 
which exact© so the price of bctruyal tho innocent lives 
of a traitor^ f^ily. Tluit, however, involve® th©, 
question of differing social euotora to which no abstract 
enrol a solute ©on pocr&ly be applied.

Betrayal has its price under any social nora, 
whether we turn the clrty worx of vengesne'e over to th© 
Ineffable mercies or the lord or esploy the less aesthetic 
but ?adro offootivo Liiatrumonts of the gallows, electric 
chair, lethal chasibcr, tha guillotine or the ore.refined 
weapons of social ostraclaaj' whether we consider the 
traitor hlHBolf responsible for hl? actions - or exact 
retribution from Ma blood relations as well. (Jehovah, 
too, visits the olns of Sha .father upon hl..< children, 
yea, pvori unto tho third and fourth generational)

But you reportex’S, tfhoae typewriters quivered 
with the horror of these allogo’d deeds of nurder in 
TTotichtown Cah still without a qudls c Mono and even 
SAWfesB sutiafaetioh fit msg cairdora a thousand tlrxoa 
fnnro revolting, a thousand tlrcoo nore'barbarous - but 
less so in y ur journalistically judicious eyes only 
because officially perpetrated.

You city editors - st tli© noaont sending, your non 
out to run dovai the Inst threaded folbs to this particular 
story - why don’t you oarvi then Mt to Ltuighua eons fine 
mumy nomine? ^hy don’t you give th«n on opportunity 
to wltnnsD the torture nnd nurdcr of young non and woBen 
whoso only crire Is n realistic appreciation ,ef the 
social and oconanic factor? at war : in the wrld and 
a demand for thoir readjustment?

You ® Itors, who wield y?ur editorial powers so 
solf-rl-hteously, why don’t you o t.alstcntly e-aMno end 
logically expose a ovoi7u:eat that maintains itaelf 
largely by dospwsttely alduphtfiring the flower of its 
protesting youth and the bac?:bone of its peasant rosoea 
who attaipt protest ay-inst its venality and corruption?

Cn.lv



Only r/hen it la convenient Cor 7 nr foreign intrresta', 
however,* Go Vo-; find it pelitic tn tret out pern© of your 
favorite bloats urnlnst the Nanking regijio, attacks which 
arc almost alvm/a iwriaiictoly offoct by the nojoontlng 
eulogies.end blatant lioa that follow.

Considered from your own point of view, Messrs. 1 
Editors, the rsurdorerb of the ne Frosch town people should 
bo brought to Juotioo and r.ado to pay for their. crRoa. 

. but 'simiinrljf fro:: yuur own point of view, to whst bar of 
Justice should Chiang Fai 3hek bo brought, bafore what 
trlbunMg o«n we arraign the garrison enmnndoro of Shanghai 
Nanking Hankow, the warlords of Shantung, "zochuen, 
Nwangtung end Manchuria for the lives they have taken in 
the perpetual wars they have waged on the people of China? : 
On any principles of abstract justice, is the mass murder 
of thouaanda bj* th© machine gun, tho horabor, the rifle, the 
award, the ax® any store Just than the furtive strangulation 
of nine hopolooa relatives of a oolf-lmuided yellow our? 
Thio perpetual warfare has bean waged on th© pretext of 
supproaeing "banditry. ■' If this be ao, we are confronted 
with th© startling feet, vouch®l for and ndvartlaed by 
the government boasting the recognition of all foreign 
powers, that vast portions of. the Chinese population ore 
original: On t is promise, Chiang Kai Shek A Co. 
backed by the cohorts of the Soong iionago swoop down on 
whole provinces, massacre thousands, teike heavy tolls 
from tho meagre life earnings of peasants and workers. 
And with till thpir puns and planea and hundred® of 
thousands of soldiers, they still foil to eradicate the 
"bandits."

"ho are the bandits, the robbers, the murderers? 
Answer thia question, Messrs. Editors - and answer it 
honestlyIT you dare:

Japan, in violation of oo-oallod principles 
of Juatfoo, but in full accord with the lesion? of 
history, is helping herself to a g>cd‘slice of Continental 
Asia, allegedly pnrt of tho Nanking c-©v«rnnient’s domain. 
Lacking the courage, the ability, the inclination to turn 
its (kuii» on the invader, the kuorxlntong o-its in solemn- 
conclave at Nanking and discusses further aaasuree-whieh, 
it hopes, rill permit the e.vtominaticn of new portions 
of China’s vast "orl-'.inal*' population to progress 
aoro effectively.

Let us take come of thn facts sporadically reported 
by your own and tho Chtnono oroao during -December, 
193D. You reported 4,749 execution a. "renn other, more 
meticulous c vtcrs aro derived otntiatloa which show that 
no less than €6510 wore executed during the last four months 
of li'.iG alonei Titis fl uro sounds globular, doesn’t it? 
Yet for every digit there in someth©ro In China a rotting 
corpao.

During the period following tho close of the 
so-called ' military'' period nf the kuohintang in 19C8



to the opening of the T:.lrd -Plenary Sosolcn of the 
Party in 1CSC approximately -450, GO workers, peasants, 
and students mot dent? at the hands of China's 
"rovolutic-rary" armies. Cne 'Shanghai drily (Chinese) 
late the navt year o: itorialised as follows:- ■

"All China's problems could "bosatisfactorily eeitlod If 
the. good work of the past few -.months e.<m bo continued. 
From August to October (1930,) alone .140,Corral 
were killed and •iSC’.CC^p to death in the

. ' famine regions."’ ’ - - - - ' ■ ■ . .- ■ . .

And if the dimensions of those figures oro not 
ghastly enough to novo y.u. shall we engage in a bit of 
felicitous description of the tbrturee a piled by these 
righteous saviors of China? Shall wo spook of the 

. burnings in oil, the burying allvo (aa wore five young 
san and eosen at Lunghuo-cn the strengulatiois
the unspeakable nutilatibn of hunnn bodies before <cuth? 
Theso aren’t wild nightinarea» You have pH scan and 

-shuddered at the photographs which Can still be bought 
Hero and there in Shanghai depicting these proeeoaea in 
all their gri 31Inosa0

And at these, Messrs. Eitors, do you raise, 
your editorial h&ndc ig saintly horror? ho you splosh 
ybur. columns with the adjectives ‘'dastardly, horrible, 
ghastly?" H&rdly. That would offar.d your Nanking 
friends. If you do not maintain ailonoa thnt bespeaks 
epntentnent, ycu bmsenly applaud* for thio wo con 
Quote you chapter and verso from your own editorials.

There are no ergans, no publications hero that 
dare look these facto boldly in the face. Tour 
mastheads all carry boasts of your Impartiality. ‘ Kero" ' 
la at least on® opportunity to invest them with boekj 
quality of veris! ilitudo.

Sincerely, ’

(.“isned) Harold. H. Isaacs
■ . ■ '■ 177 Avenue.- Puba 11, ■

House 6.

November £4, 1931. .

Copied by .
Coriporod wlt;s K II 7X~U
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'e Threat to Turn Isaacs 
' Over to Nanking 
Z ; ’,' ' “— •• ■ '<
; BRANGtUL Aug. 9—The. Wall 
. Street government, supporting Its

Nanking butcher agents, has threat
ened to turn qyer Harold R. Isaacs,' 
American editor ot the “China For-1 
um," r? the Thanking hangmen, i -

As editor of the 'Clrlna Porum,". 
Isaacs has committed the crime' 
against Imperialism of supporting - 
tho Chinese Revolution and ruthless
ly exposing the mass murder of rev- 
olutlonary Chinese workers and peas-; 
ants by the Nanking regime and the; 
United Blates and other Imperialist 
brigands. He has exposed tho shame-1 
ful wtl-out of tho Chinese masses, 
by the Nanking traitors to the Jap-; 
anew, American and other Imperial-;, 
ista../.: ~ : .>

■ The, United States government has 
warned Isaacs that It will withdraw 
the protection of extra-territorial 
righto unless' th e "China Forum*, 
changes Ite editorial and news pol
icies. Under this extra-territorlallly 
treaties Imposed upon China by the 
imperialists. American andother cltl- 
ten* of the Imporllalst powers may 
not be Med In the Chinese courts. 
Because Isaacs la on American .citi
zen the Nanking government has nob 
been able to wreaek its vengeance, on 
him for bls exposure of thetr bloody, 
terror and betrayal of the Chinese 

. masses. The Wall Street Govern
, meat, which protects Its business 
' agents tn looting China now proposes 
i to throw Isaacs to its Nanking lack-" 

eys for trial In the Chinese courts 
; on charges carrying life imprison-; 
i merit or the death penalty. f.

Isaacs has categorically refused to 
concede to the demands of the United 
States government that he change 
tho policies of the “China Forum." 
Ha Is closely associate^ in the anti-1 
imperialist, antl-Kuodilntahg fight 
wit's Madamr Sun Yat-sen, who la 
ehlannon of the committee leading 
the fight to save Paul and Gertrude 
Rueggs from a death sentence in the: 
Chinese courts. * .

American workers and Intellectuals 
and UieU organizations should at 
once send rigorous protest to tho 

.BUta Department al Washington, 
;a^=3*'rts attempt to,veiyr«id Isaacs 
to death in the Nanking Courts. 1



direct to Parle for throe or four days before proceeding to 

London. His vlait to ParliS is, therefore, strictly unofficial.

FRANCS

A correspondent asked if the French Government had asked 

the State Department for an agrenent for & new Ambassador in 

^aahlngtcn, M. Germaine-Martin. Mr. Rogers replied in the 

negative. y . '
■ CHINA /

A correspondent asked if Representative La Guardia of \ 

Now York had asked the State Department to intervene in the ' 

case of an American named Harold Isaacs who is now editing a J 

newspaper in China, which, according to press despatches, / 

is a Communist organ. The correspondent continued by saying / 

that according to stories the American diplomatic officers / 

in China warned Mr. Isaacs that ha would be, likely to lose \ 

his extraterritorial status because of hisactivities. Fur- 

thermnr»?,' his father, who is in Sew York, wants the Depart

ment* of State to get Ur. Harold Isaacs back and have him de

ported. In reply, Ur, Rogers said that ho knew nothing of

'.any communication from Mr. La Guardia on the subject. In re-: 

gaxd to the story, it is not true that this Government has 

threatened to deprive Ur. Isaacs of his extraterritorial rights 

in Shanghai. /

BOLIVIA-PARAGUAY * I

A correspondent asked if the State Department had received 

any reports to the effect that the Bolivians had captured two 

Paraguayan forts. In reply, Ur. Rogers said that he under

stood that Assistant Secretary White talked with the correspon

dents last night concerning the situation and that Mr. Whito 

might possibly bo able to seo the correspondents again today.

. fh- ,iC: TArr 7c xuj- ’ —-—•—’
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Dr. Harold R. ISAACS, Professor of Political Science at M.I.T. 
ACnon RfQUlRED BEFtWWCW • *

1. On 12 July 1967, WSPARMH/l renewed his old friendship with 
Subject at tho MET Faculty Club. Subject is how-a senior, research associate 
at MIT’s Center for International Studies and has recently been nsssed a 
Professor. ,

2, For the past few years Subject has been working on an international 
study series involving minority racial groups. His reports have been 
published in the New Yorker magazine and as books. The New World of Negro 
Americans and Indin's Untouchables. Subject pions to publish in August 
igij>7 a book on the American Jews in Israel and la working on another oh 
the Philippines.

3. WUSPARRCW/l first sot Subject in 19W after he had Just completed 
a long and friendly interview with Ho Chi Minh as Far East correspondent 
for Newsweek. At that tiao, Subject felt that the United States was making 
a mistakein not accepting Ho as the leader of a united Vietnam, feeling 
that Ho was independent enough of China to make him at worst a sort of 
Tito.

4. Subject presently is despairing of United States foreign relations 
in that our people fraa Washington, or elsewhere, seldom sea to establish 
a deep rapport with Asian or African nationals. Subject feels-that such 
relations as do exist never reach core than an ineffective superficial

• level. '

5.- Subject first went to the Far East about 1930 when he was a crew 
member of the Matson Line’s Malolo and disembarked at Honolulu to work for 
the Honolulu Advertiser. (WUSPARROW/1. vent to work for the stxse paper two. 
years later.) Subject vent next to the Philippines where he worked on a 
Manila daily. While in Manila he was offered tho editorship of the Bangkok 
Royal Mail, to fill in for*St. Clair McELWAY, now of the New Yorker.

CONTINUED

Distribution: 
"2 - C/DO

«« Mcrsriww ra ,/ / / IfbtttrrM evuon. ika Biiuaro a a T CWPATO SYU80L AMO BUJtdCa 
/ .

UTBA - 5^3 11 August 1967
cussr>cM>M XS rus W»3T»
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6. Subject's mind was set on China and in late 1931 he vent to 
Shanghai and joined The China Press, working alongside Tillman DUEDDI, 
now of the Kev York Tians'. Subject lost hie Job with The China frees 
after a flare-up. with Hollington TOKO, part-owner of the paper. Subject 
then joined the Newsweek■foreign staff. Subject was in and out of 
Bangkok after World War II and WUSPARROW/l became friendly with Kin. 
According to HUSPAERCM/1, nany people regard Subject’s Tragedy of the 
Chinese Revolution as a significant vorkand a recent writer on China, 
Bennis BLOODWORTH, holds a good view of Subject’s Scratches on the Mind.

. 7. Subject nov-seeas permanently settled with MU,.having bought . 
a home at 96 Farlow Road, Newton. Subject hosts there at pool-side 
"seminars" on Saturday afternoons, with MU faculty friends and journalist 
friends such as Bob SHAPLEN coming by. Subject invited WU8PARROT/1 to . 
participate as well.

8. However, as HUSPAKROW/1 ascertained, Subject has little contact - 
with foreign students eave for an occasional adult foreign graduate 

. student. We hope, considering Subject's background, that ha will prove 
with WUSPARROW/l's guidance to be a profitable unwitting spotter and 

- assessor of foreign graduate students.

LOUIS K. ROLLOFIKR
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Rb^CRN TO: Tainor 
10/14/05 caw 
FILE #151-1423 
PC
BODED: 11/lla

NA ISAACS,". HAROLD ROBOT

BORN: Sept. 19, 1910 NY

C^C
<0 lib)

MS nd Viola Rinser/ dob June 20, 1910, NTC, NY 
married Shanghai; \>ept“ 14, 1932

ADDRESSES 
Aug.,, 1985 to present, 96 Farlow Rd., Newton, Mass
July, 1953 to Aug., 1965 Ease.
Fob., 1944 to July, 1953, 333 Central Pk. West, NTC, NY 
Sept., 1941 to Feb., .1944, 4938 Newport Ave., Friendship Hts., Md. 
1940. to Sept., 1941, 72 He. Terraco Keot, NTC, NY 
1937 to 1940, 40 Monroe St., NTC, NY

EDUCATION
George Washington H. 8., NYC, 1923 to 1926

SSN: 082-03-4029

EMPLOYMENT:
1953 , Mass. Inst, of
1943 to 1950, Newsweek, 

war corres. assoo.
1943, Lookhoed Aircraft

Technology, Camb, Mass., academic,. research 
EDC, CBI, Pacific, SE Asia, NYC, reporter, 
editor

, ___ _____ ________  Corp., VDS, radio writer,
1940 to 1943,- Columbia Broadcasting Co., NYC, ft'DC, writer 
1934 to 1935, self employed, Peking, China, writer 
1932 to 1934, Havas Nows Agency, Shanghai, China, hews editor 
1931 to 1933, China Press, Shanghai, China, city editor 
1930 to 1931, Shai Evening Post, Shanghai, China, reporter
1930, Honolulu Advertiser, Honolulu, reporter

Sophie Dorlic, doc;aasud
dob 1910.Viola Bobin^on Isaacs

RETOOK:
known 17 yrs

Puillippinea, 
Europe Mainly UK
Czech. 
Malaya

Israel 
PI., c

.same
FILE i?4

RELATIVES: 
father 

, Mother

1950 to 1950, cover Baguo conference 
:, 1957 to 1957, travel, visit university 
India, 1960 to 1960, academics, research ,

1963 to 1964, I

FOREIGN TRAVEL:
Chinn, 1930 to 1935, Travel, work, writing 

------- China, Burma, India, 1944, to 1945, war Correa ’. Newsweek
PI, India, Indonesia, 1949 to 1949, Neasweok assignment

I. Robert Issacs, de^of.sod

<ZS<57-
3

** NOV 195$

31 _ rfWb
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• ■ 26 OCT 1965

TO: Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ATTN: Special Agent in Charge of 

. - Washington Field Office

FROM: Deputy Director for Plana

SUBJECT: ISAACS, Harold Robert

Reference ie made to the request dated 14 October 

1965 concerning Subject. Attached for your retention io a 

copy of our CSCI>316/04l69-65, .dated 13 October 1965, 

subject: ISAACS, Harold Robert. It is.noted that a portion 

of the information appearing in sold CSCI was previously 

forwarded to you in bur SODB 20568, dated 2 December 

1949, subject: Harold.Robert ISAACS.

CSCI-316/04352-65

Encl. I namo check
I attachment as stated above

RID/CE: JMA/CPL/ell

Based on: CSCI-316/04169*65

CS COPY ... . _ ’■ * *
OHM

SECRET “22
® RM. n&M. IN 201
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RETURN TO: Tainor
1O/14/G3 caw 
FILE #151-1423________::______ _
PC 
BODED: 11/lla.

NAME: ISAAlX HAROLD ROBERT

BORN: Sept. 13, 1910, NYC, KT

MS: married Viola Robinson, dob June 20, 1910, NYC, NY 
married Shanghai, Sept. 14, 1932

ADi®JSSSBS:
Aug., 1965 to present, 96 Farlow Rd., Newton, Mass.
July, 1953 to Aug., 1963 Mase.
Fob., 1944 to July, 1953, 333 Central Pk. Vest, NYC, NT
Sept.} 1941 to Feb., 1944, 4938 Newport Ave., Friendship Hts;, Md 

Terraco West, NYC, NT
NYC, NT

1940 to Sept., 1 
1937 to 1940, 40 Mon

^. 72 Pk

ELOCATION 
George Washington H. S., NYC, 1923 to 1920

SEN: 082-03-4029

i
I

EMHXJYMEOT: ■' j <
1953 , Mass.x InstZof Technology, Cash, Hass., aoadenic, research
1943 to 1950, Newsweek, WDC, CBI, Pacific, S3 Asia, NYC, reporter, 

i war corres. assoc, editor
1943, Lockheed Aircraft Corp., 9DC, radio writer, 

.1940 to 1943, Columbia Broadcasting Co., NYC, WDC, writer
1934 to 1933, self employed, Peking, China, writer 
_ . to 1934, Havas News Agency, Shanghai, China, news editor
1931 to 1932, China Press, Shanghai, China, city editor
1932

1930 to 1931, Shai
1930, Honolulu Advor^^e^£-

China, reporter 
isek-ter

FOREIGN TRAVEL:
China 
China

1930 to 1933
Burna

PI, India, Indonesia, 
Phillippines,

India, j.W&4.5, Arar <c >rres. Newsweek 
onosia,^1949|to 1949, Rowswjek assignment 

1950 go 1950~, covietr ^\guo conference 
ry^sit university 

micH research project
Europe Mainly UK, 19 
Czech., Israel, India 
Malaya, PI., etc., 19

RELATIVES:
Father, I. Robert Issacs, deceased
Mother, Sojuhio Berlin, deceased t r . , . „
Wife, Viola Robinson Isaacs, dob 1910, same ' \

l»F, ’« P FILE IN 201-—-
REFKKKALE: M J-

Srgont Shriver, Peace Corps., SBC, known 17 yrs.
1 8 OCT 1965
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ZWliB: ISAACS, EAEOLD EpCBR? x

DOEN: Sept. 13, 1010, ^'Z
!/

L'S; carried Viola llo^cson, uob Juno 30, 1910, NYC, VZ 
wafyrja~35un^ , •

ADffilESSUS: i
Aug., 1065 to prosoat, 26 Furlow Ed. ■ ifowton, Eass.
July, 1053 to Au^;., 1005 I4;ss.
Eob., 1914 to July, 1053, 333 Contra1 Pa. West, NYC, Z^Z
Sept., 1941 to Feb., lO^l, 4023 Ke..'pox"t Avo., Friendship Sts., Md
1940 to Sept., 1941, 72 Pa. Terraco '..cut, lu'C, 2TZ
1937 to 1040, 40 konroo St., 1,?2, NY 

i
EDUCATION ' ' ’

Geojrgo Washington H. S., NYC, 1023 to 1926

: SSM: 082-03-4020
’ iO.j.-_ tCti 'Vel^» ‘/J^y

EMPLOYMENT: /ijrfO'l Efb^^^ry-rd—WK»r<«i A<yC ...... .....
i 1953 ,’ flics. Inst; of TocknoloxY, Can’s, Mass., acadenic, research
■ 1943 to 1950, NEC, GEZ, Pacific, S£ Asia, NYC, reporter,
; war corrc-s. assoc, editor
; 1943, Lookhoed Aircraft Corp., ’fEC, radio vritor,
s ‘ 1940 to 1943, Columbia 'Broadcasting Co., XYC,. WBC, writer 
j 1934 to 1935, soli employed, Peking, China, writer
• 1032 to 1934, Jla^’as .lews'Agency, Shanghai, China, news editor
s . 1931 to 1932, China Press, Shanghai, China, city editor yo^iM

1930 to 1931, Shai Evening Post, Shanghai, China, reporter
: 1030, Honolulu Advorticcr, Honolulu, ropoytex* ■

? • i^jtj i <
’M , F02EIGW THAVEL:
-s I China, 1930 to 1935, Travel, work, writiag
4 .* China, Burna, India, 1944^ to 1945, war cdrros. Weweweels

■ PI, India, Indonesia, 1949 to 1949, Kofswobk assignment
V Phillipplnori, 1950 to 1D5G, cover Eaguo conference
J Europe Mainly U2, 1057 to 1957, travel, visit university

•4 Czech., Israel, India, IOC# to I960, acadonicE research project
5 Malaya, PI., etc., 1063 to 1964,

-* RELATIVES:
•4 Fathers Xi I’o’-a.t Issacs, deceased

I Mother, Sophie Berlin, deceased
'y ■ Wife, Viola Hobln^dn Icaacsj dob 1910, sane

; REFEaEI^E:
3-irgcat Shriver, Peace Corps., PEC, known 17 yrs.

22 OCT 1955

HAI to infonaatlon forwarded in CSCI-J16/QU52-65, 

dated 26 October 1965, subject: ISAACS, Harold

Robert*
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SECRET 
to men gissa

; 3 OCT 5965

TO: United States Civil Service Commission
Attention: Mr. Joseph G. Campbell

FROM: Deputy Director for Plans

SUBJECT: ^ISAACS, Harold Robert

1. Reference la made'to your request dated 14 September 1965. 
The files of thia office contain considerable intormntlon concerning 
Subject. , the salient elements of which are summarised below. ■

2. According to undated information from a reliable source. 
Subject born 13 September 1910 in New York City, arrived in Shanghai, 
China, from Manila, Philippine Islands, in December 1930. First 
employed in Shanghai by the English language daily,Evening Pool and 
Mercury, Subject became associated a few weeks later with the China 
Press. with which he rema ined until May 1931. In June 1931 Subject 
traveled up the Yangtze River with the British Communist, Cecil Frank 
GLASS, a suspected rgeatfor the Third International in China. Also 
in 1931, Subject-became the Shanghai secretary of the Comite Inter
nationale Pour la Defense de Paul et Gertrude RUEGG (NOULENS), a 
committee, with Headquarters in Berlin, formed to aid the defense of 
the NOULENS against charges of espionage perferred by the Chinese 
Government. Subject was in correspondence with Willi MUENZENBERG, 
President of the Committee and an active agent in Germany for the Third - 
International. Subject was also known to be in contact with Agnes 
SMEDLEY in Shanghai during the same period. On 14 September 1932 
in Shanghai, Subject married Viola ROBINSON, an American citizen 
born 10 June 1910 in New York City. Miss ROBINSON wan believed to 
have been connected with Communist activities in the United States 
and in Chinn. Correspondence between her and Subject prior to their 
marriage indicated that they were both sympathetic to activities 
being conducted by the Communists in China.

?N 201-
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3. According to predecessor organisation information, Subject 
was also employed as a staff writer for the Havaa News Agency.in 
Shanghai during the period 1930-1935 and was a member of the Society 
of Friends of the USSR and of the China League for'Civil Rights.

4. An undated report from an unknown source indicated that 
Subject had turned against the Stalinist Government of the USSR, and 
had become a Trotskyite (probably during the'mid-1930's). Friends 
of Subject stated that even during the height of hie Trotskyist career 
he never accepted money from any group, that he was open and above 
board, and that.he never engaged in any conspiracies to overthrow 
established government. They also indicated that Subject was 
attracted to communism by sheer idealism. Immediately aft^r Pearl 
Harbor, Subject broke with the Trotskyite group as he had broken 
with the Communietsand began writing propaganda for the United 
States Government. ■

5. According to Source of paragraph 2, Subject was a war 
correspondent in China during World War Il for Newsweek. In July 
1945 he was refused entry into China by Chinese Nationalist authorities, 
presumably as a result of anti-Nationalist articles ho wrote for News
week. In 1949 Subject was Special Features Editor for that magnslnc, 
at 152 West 42nd Street, New York City. , He was the authof of several 
books, including No Peace in Asia and The Tragedy of the Chinese 
Revolution. I i ’

6. Subject's present political beliefs are unknown to this office.

CSCI-31b/04169-6S

Encl. 1 name check

RIDZCE: JMA/DS/lpm

Based on: SODB-20568
CSC1-3Z778.850

HQ fORHSi BtSSH

tuM>4 IKS 
. <.v;rMiu 
I tru»n»atfa»
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W FOMM DISSEM

27 NOV 1963

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence
Department of tho Army 
Attention: Chief, Counterintelligence

Branch Security Division

FROM: Deputy Director, Plans

SUBJECT: ISAACS, Harold Robert

1. Reference io made to tho request received on 
14 October 1963 from Lt. Whipple concerning Subject. 
With, respect to tho Specific questions posed in the 
request, Subject is tho author of a number of books, 
including No Ponoo In Asia, Five Years of Kuomintang 
Reaction, and Yoe Yragedy of tho dhlnoso'hdyolution, 
He YAes contain no information concerning Subject’a 
teaching at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
however they do contain the following summary of un- 
evaluatod /information based on several predecessor 
organisation reports. Additional information concern
ing Subject is contained in our SODB 205SS, dated 2 
December 1949, subject: Harold Robert ISACCS, a copy 
of which is attached for your retentionJ

J a. Subject was employed as a staff writer for 
the Havas News Agency in Shanghai from 1930-1935. 
He was also editor and publisher of the China Forum, 
a communist periodical, from January 1932 fr o sin 
unspecified date. In July 1932 ISAACS wrote and 
published the above-cited Five Years of Kuomintang 
Reaction, a 136-page illustrated book of Communist 
nature."” While in Shanghai he.was a member of The 
Society of Friends of tho USSR (Shanghai Branch) 
and The China League for Civil Rights.

b. In 1933 Shanghai authorities listed Subject's 
wife, Viola ROBINSON, as a suspect Soviet agent re
siding in Shanghai. Prior to their marriage on 14 
September 1932, ISAACS stated in a letter to Hiss 
ROBINSON that he had definltely'turned "Red." All 
the nteabero of the ROBINSON family were described as 
Communists.
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c. In July 1933 the Nanking Governraent ordered 
the &micipality di Greater Shanghai to take drastic 
measures to atop, the propaganda appearing in a

. . number of publications including the China Forma, 
published by Subject. Subject's sagazine allegedly 
publishedOKsauniot propaganda; in this connection s 
protest was to be lodged against him with the American

. Consulate.

. d. Subject was described as a ’'seif-confeased 
Co^mnlst" in 1933. The following year he wrote an 
article entitled "I break Hith The Chinese Stalinists" 
which appeared,in the September-October 1934 edition 
of The New International, a Coeaaunlst propaganda 
organ published in bow. York.

8. An undated report from nn unknown source indicated 
, that Subject had turned against the Stalinist Government 

of the GS5B, becoming a Trotskyite(probably during the aid- 
1930 *s). Friends of Subject stated that even during the 
height of his Trotskyist career he never accepted money 
from any group,, that ho was open and above board, and that 
henover engaged in any conspiracies to overthrow established 
government. They also stated that Subject was attracted to 
Communism by "sheer idealism." Immediately after Pearl 
Harbor, ISAACS broke with the Trotskyite group as he had 
broken with the Communists and began writing propaganda 
for the United States Government.

3. According to a report dated 25 Juno 1951 from a 
fairly reliable source, Subject -served at that time as a 
Ford Foundation advisor on Far Eastora Projects.

4. For additional information concerning Subject you 
are referred to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and to 
the Dopartscat of the Navy (no documentation available).

CSC!-3/778,860 ■

Encl: 1 attachment as stated above,

RID/CE: JHA/MI/dcl 
. ' ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■.

Based on: FK/1, 201-18446* ■ U
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 2713, 10-11-32
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 4606, 16-5-33
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 4718 '

CHINA CIA OP1, SMPD 4685 & 4685/C
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 5454-8,21-12-33
CHINA CIA OP 1, SMPD 6628 
roz, 201-488-8 , : r~ rf"
SO lor MW r.teral. . SECRET b
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ACSI - Lt. Whipple via Jane Roman ,.,,v 1U Oct 63

' Moran K'.ply

si-?£RFJ.-ChS

ISAACS. Harold Robert

born 1910

AS A'iU JO VARl/dO

Harold R.Isaacs authority on China

Harold R. Isaacs teaches at MIT

are all the names the same person?

- Author Ob'many books on China - S. E. Asia.

h! HfilOR 
MSI.

on. 7^®L1
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I ' . ■ . . ' . ' s
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' before furthee rautirf. THi Routing and Roco^d Shoot thou’d be rotur»^d to R*g>«try ‘

r ^,'8 610 CONFIDENTIAL ' UNCLASSIFIED !
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CIA^^-Anon

to . Chief, NBA date .5. May. 19 56------------_
now Chief of Station, KarachlV*^^

[GD.TRAI. Operatlonal/INTEL
jsTECinc Far Eastern Association 8th Annual Mooting, 

Request for Background and Operational Information

1. The program of the 8th Annual Meeting of the Far Eastern 
Association, held in Philtelphla 3-5 April 1956, has just 
arrived here. It indicates that the association has already 
taken decided steps towards its announced expansion into the 

\ South Asian field. The station assumes that Headquarters
\ ‘ covered the mooting and can get access now or later to copies 

of monographs, notes on proceedings, and so bn.

2. The following Items, keyed to the program, would seem to 
be of Interest to this station If Headquarters can get thoni

A. On 3 April, Zakye\iglar: "The World View of the 
Punjabi Villager".

' ■ (Note! This is quite likely the East Punjabi,
but it should have some validity for Lahore as 
well as for Delhi.) ♦ ■

B.

C

2 May 1956 
JfRH/wrg

Distribution!
5 - NBA
2 - Karachi

On the same day, a Pakistan Studies Organization 
Meeting was hold at 17,00. It would bb useful to . 
know who is interested in Pakistan studies (both 
individuals and organizations) and what lines 
they are thinking of working on.

On 5 April, all the Items, of a "South Aslan Mis
cellany" should bo .of considerable Interest,

' particularly.-S’taiiley'Marbn’s "The Future of Easti.. 
Bengal'^. Hydecker ha\ some early drafts of the 
Harold?Jsaacs study, but they are tod early to 
provldeXany useful material; this project (at 
CENTS. MIT) is one that Headquarters should moni
tor closely,, however. zj •./,’////
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TO: Director .
Federal Eurdcu cf Ir.vaatlgr.tlon 

..Xtteatlpni Fr. S. J. Faplch .

FRCIS Deputy Director, Plena

.'VBJeCi'x -Eernupdc- SlCUKUiA, olco known aa Fernando tBi.-Mir .

- 1. Ecfcranco la to a coturunicutiun frua thia /s'oncy 

dated SO August 1955> captioned -au ubovo, cur roioreaco ch

2* Attached for your information la a copy of a lottar' 
vritton ’ey subject .and eddroauod to ths pest.efflco.box ixintionod 
in tho referenced coEnraiduu. 'Xlo latter was signed Ay oubjcct as 
F^LY,- his fouiuino psualon/.-j. it should also bo explained that 
Cnglich is not aubject’u nativo language; tharofcra, tlw crersaar 
and spoiling ucod by subject' in hie letters cro to bo wxpocted.

3. ’ihiu offico interprets cubjuet^ latter as follows:

t. - &nt Joscpliina la Joo;/£££.'j:u, with when auLJoct boa 
boon in contact tho peat several tdntlia ceil who Jisa boon Indoctri
nating subject with loftlot ideology. UIWAjU hno not akilttcd to 
oubjoct that ho io a Cciaainlst, dltlicugh in Ui3 convoroHtiona with 
cubjcct ho otickb very closo to tho currant lino- cf tho Fidllpptno 
Cossiuiict Forty (PKP).

. __  . b» ilarold \ (FBI Filo Ko. 10O-1&6243) la well known
to tho bureau. \ ~ ' ---. -....

c. -Vnclo IWiUEL io probably, tho lata Philippine .'‘co 3 ide nt 
Ktiuuol CUS4.OU, who sponsored. Jees entry into the United
States in 1937 whoa LAHijAKG etui led at Columbia University. 
Kllllaa CZIiTrlt, Jr. has rot yot boon Idantlficd. by thio offico.

d. PZHI.ILIC, fnu io probably hr. FUsdbifa^P/KLII.10, 
former Associate Profdcsor;,cf Macuaaicu at ties University of tho 
Rullppinaa. PADLILIQ recoivod hio BDFJ froa the University or tho 
Fhilippinoa and bio MS. .and Ph.L-. at tho Univoraity cf Michigan.



'7.ccudlr<j to a usually rdicLLo cuurcu <»f thia .•'ccnry, ?A.’CitIy mu» 
navor t'do to ce^ilotcly .rvuljustto Pbridjlua life after having 
livod in tha United Statoo, to io ki;~sn fesr ius strong pav-Aaorlcun 
views aal crcardltH; to courco favLddy Ue t^oatcut desire la to 
roe ids pcxxcnsnily in tho United Statua. A.lt!»Uftb it is known. that 
PAiUlLIO was on friendly toruj vIUj «odo l>AX7J£i there io no torura 
that bo chared LfJSti&u political vlowo.

i
a. Fr. id probably Father |DEL/iO, Jecult Chaplain

•at ths University ci tho PhlllpplMoo. ___ __
. i *

f. Cyprba 'or Cyprus Univurulty cay possibly to oyracuss 
University ■ , ,

■ j - . ■ ' . ,
ft. h.! id iu probably hiccrda\p'3c.LP Fullipplnu uovc>

paportan who was allegedly ouGsehttod with Harry tbiUMSS in the 
International lohgchjroish’u and Uarchoucocan’o U»ilou (ILh'd) in 
Honolulu. L/SS5 Kas;bora on j.April 19'15 in-lUaila) bevoyor, coot 
of hi a life Lea boaoepont in itauaii. lb vso naturalicod a U.S. 
citicon in .1943 end roturcad to tho Pbllippiuoo in 1949»: uboro ho 
lout ilia U. £. citlsanshlp in 1952. H»w is no inforcation in tho 
files of. tills off lea which irJlcatoo that UADIS Haa returned to 
HauaU. Foe edd Itloual liiforsation concerning LzlhS, rci'dronco 1c 
ciado to a Kiuaraalua to tho Bureau, dated 13 Kovorlur 1949, cubjootr 
•'iilcaXdo LZ3& (uka iiicardo our reference SO CD-lUjO?.

h. Undo ‘Kan is Koi} Clil'COji, Undo DidiTEiG la Dultcaar 
CUXUO/U with &03 the Bureau Ila fcalllci* co a  cf previous 
correrpouioucb cencarnin" hin'ilo^htor, Cernon JcxeAcnUdA.7 (FBI 
Filo ho. 105~jl5il). Fros tho wording of rsubjoct'u Vottor thio 
offlo esousee tJuit Baitscar' CUYUu/did 'evaru that- tha Fodor al 
Bureau of luvoaticcdcu iu ln.-CDti{^itlr^j Ibr -ClTUu/J. It alco 
eppoaro that Ealtccrx CUfl'G/irpuyu cubjoct a letter to deliver 
porconally to da brother Her CUXUm/5, possibly to avoid a sail 
intercept by tho Buret;;. It should bo noted tout subject stated 
that bo sailed tha lottar inoted.

fcau.lt

4. In view of tho ccnaitivojioco of tho bourco of the abovo 
InforuatioD, it la requsatud that no further dieocdhatlon bo Bodo 
of tho information without prior clearance Kith thia A^ncy.

CS CS-I768 ,
HL. - (Ctr--. 715? , dsn*., dvr V-55 .

Axtanheeut - 4 copy of a loitar* /e ^JJrc-.A-e "SJ



FBI DOCUMENTS AS FOLLOWS:

DATE: 26 MAY 1955 
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS 
FBT^FILE #: 100-2S6243 (BUREAU)

DATE: 19 MAR 1954
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS 
FBI FILE #: 100-2S6243 (BUREAU

RXTXSaXXXXNXXXX

DATE: 27 JAN 54
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: LIUTSUN-CH’I (M) AKA

T.C. LIU, LAU CHIN-KI 
FBI FILE #: 100-365280 (BUREAU)
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DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE

| SUBJECT‘OF DOCUMENT ‘ ex UMENT IDEMIFICAFION

1 a LIU TSUN-CH’I Al FILE NO. 201-41745
J. Di»>ATC* OB SX-*CC DOC. SYMBOL NO. «• 0*’t ____

DFB—30147 -________ 24 Beet.53
J. SOUNCC CUSTOM* 1. OATt or INTO. ». CYALUATlON

]S* ANALYST 4. OATt PPOCMSCD 10. OI3SCMINAY(O 1* II. OATt
1 JJ 3 Dec. 63

document disposition
coots Btrcoato to !nij fiic 13- ..

Bl Flit *0.

PERTINENT INFORMATION

Cements made by Francis McCracken Fisher

I Fisher also recalled that sometime after the subject had gone over the Communists
• I after 1950, he' Fisher, met Harold Isaacs, a writer-who formerly was a Trotskyte in His

I views, at which time Isaacs advised Fisher thaht he had known that subject was a Commurlet : 
las early as the 1930•s'ln Peking, China. Isaacs stated that the subjeet had worked for
I the Tass News Agency in Peking after having graduated form coliege and had evern
I bbeen sente to jaol due to his communist actlvies.

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO. ,

867 ..........    SECRET



FBI DOCUMENTS AS FOLLOWS:’

DATE: 26 MAY 1953 ,
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL’
SUBJECT: HAROLD ROBERT ISAAC 
FBI FILE #: 100-2862435 (BUREAU)
DATE: 18 FEB 53 I
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS 
FBI FILE #: 100-286243 (BUREAU)

DATE: 12 NOVE,52
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS 
FBI FILE A: 100-286243 (BUREAU)
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FBI REPORT
DATE: 6 OCTOBER 1952 
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: JOHN KING FAIRBANK
FBI FILE #: 77-24341 (BUREAU)
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Agnes Shelley, was.

1.

RI FILE NO. 201-4 14
I. K-ISPAiCN 09 SOURLC DOC. (YWOOL *0* 

DFB-16151

4. OAT(

5 Har. S2

SOURCE CATPTQUYM i. DATS Of. INFO. 9. evaluation

ANALYST 
' J®p ■

«. OATS fROCtSSlO
21 Nov. 63

10.01SSEWINATtO IN n> DATS

DOCUMENT DISPOSITION
cross mfcmcd to this -nu TRAN If rRRtO TO

PERTINENT INFORMATION

' h

According to confidential informant T-17, of unkonwn reliability,Agnes 
medley attempted to ovtain from the American Express Co. in Shanghai certain mail 

addressedto Harold R. Isaacs while Isaacs was avsent from the city. One of 

the return addresses bn this mail was Staith and Isaacs, 344 East149th Streed 

Bonnk , New fork. Harold R. Isaacs, mention above, was identified by T 17 as 

an American Journalist of Communist sympathies who resised in Shahghai in the Early 

thirties. ’ ' •

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.

SECRET
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AGNES SMEDLET,____ :_____

2.
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). DISPATCH OR SOURCE DOC. SYMBOL NO. 

DEB-16129
4. OATt

Ik Feb.
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JRP

«. OATt PROCISStO

1 Dee. Al
10. OtSSCMtNATCO IN It. OATt

• • S? 8o7 wt< nmouJ «»ttioea.

If*  CROSS RtPtRRtD TO THIS FILE 
500 X

PERTINENT INFORMATION

Subject of the document la mentioned as having visited the residence of Harold R.

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.
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DATE: 31 JAN. 52
CUSS: CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJ: TILLMAN, DURDIN
FBI FILE #: 105-15218 (BUREAU)
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DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND.CROSS REFERENCE

DOCUMENT DISPOSITION

SUBJECT OF DOCUMENT DOC LA#E NT IDENTIFICATION

IDA FRANCES TREAT BERGERET .

t.
RI file no. 201-C 62OJ

>- Ol$»«TC« 08 »OU»Ct DOC.
EFB—2AZJ1

»wa<H no 4> OATS

12 Feb. 52
7. SOulCt CBYATCNYW ». DATE OF IRFO. o. (VALUATIOR

9. MiALYJT OATt PROCCSMO

US’ 3 Dec. 63
10. OlSS(MtNAT(O IN It. OATS.

■CBOSS 9CFC8BC0 TO THIS FfU. TaMSMRSKOTO

PERTINENT INFORMATION

Subject reaembers meetint HAROLD R. ISAACS, an Aaerican Journalist, at a party 
at the home of M^adame SUN TAT SEN.
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1. A ha;ry eniting haa been written In the cose of ^rrla ;clnan, 
former Comrunlat who Is new secretory of the Coneral Horie '/xncrial Hospital 
Of Denver. Iio.has boon.praised In jaoliii^ton for "dlscloslrx his Cvmuilot 
part", and hia board of directors has voted confluence Ln hie and eontinned 
hia Ln his Job* •

2. No doubt all this la fitting and proper tat It doesn't answer tho 
question of why nobody In Donvvr aoens to have known anything about 
Appolnon'a Rodytlngod past, or why t tare was anythin.: sensational about his. . 
revelation of it In 'uasldjy-tdn. idle the police rtnte Is rightly. anathema 
to Anarloan citizens, It sonas renarkabie that official records should not 
bo in existence and roosbnably aoeossable topeoplo with reason to chock up ' / 
on such a point as. past Corn uniat aorvioo. . :

3. The point about Ippalnnh ls not that ha did anythin*: jwrtlcularly 
reprehensible,-tat . thatz-what ho did was quite in the Ojrn, Aeoordihs to the 
tMhlnrton tontimbny hb-servbd the Ccrviuhlst party, apparently without 
special concoalmoht, in Runnla, Germany and other points in l.urojo, going . 
around the world’ between 1924 and 19>i. lie sought to roliovo.'?uc and 

^Grnce^branldh In the edltornhlp of a rdinnghal hitllish-innjiage Cortnunlst 
marazino, "The Votce..a£;Cidna", in 1937, ta testified, but didn't r.ot off ' . 
hia ehip In Shanghai because of tta hostilities there at tta tine,.

4, This sheds ao^etliing of a H;;ht on tho supposedly fearless and 
ruthless Comuilat opera Horii throughout tho world. I wan Ln Chhnghal when 
flglitlnc broke out .there botwbori Jnjmn mid Cliinn on Au.:. 13, 1937, and can 
testify that wo had three months of din,;^loug warfare before the campaign 
coved Inland, taring that period a good many people left for obvious, 
reasons, tut adrno came in, arid It might be presumed, that ah accredited 
agent of International Corinuniotri would at least have paused In nearby Kobo 
or Hongkong till things coined down a little. rossibly the Comunists arc 
as aubjoot to qualms about personal safety as anyone disc—-or more so.

5. About "The Voioo ofChinn" there could hardly bo any illusion in 
tho mind of anyone who luul carod to pny tho slightest attention to It, 
Each issue bore a virtual advertisenont of its Ccnvunlst allegiance on Ite 
front oovor, to those fandllar with mnthickUi of converting Chinese Into ; 
English. The name "Voice of China" appeared in both Ingush and Qtlnosb,' 
end in tho Chinese a peculiar .Soviet-rirtglnatOd system of Rcnarilzation was - 
used, so that vtfiat la ordinarily, >>y conventional rode eyuten, wrltteri 
"Chung taa" for China was spelled "Chun;' fun"— an extraordinary effeot 
frankly explaining tho publication's owuorahtp. * ' - *

6, tat what was more,. Hnrold^toaaca. the editor who preceded Uie 
Oronichoe, had done conaldorubly more tlian was conveyed by press dispatches 
from the Raahlngton hearinga of the House Un-American Activities Coanittoe, 
These said ho woo "believed to haw deviated frees Ccnsunlst policy" whereas 
in fact he challenged with the Chinese Gocuunioto arid their Uossow patrons



2

Completely with an article headed "I iirrak si th Stalinism." this p.nvo a 
conlid elucidation of the Ccrminlnl financial backint of the "Voice of ' - 
Ohl:>a" cu.i if wAjonn either In or out' of off Ida! life had previously ~ 
sufferoi any lll<uicns as to its nnt'ire, la.tacs' article—publlvliod also-, 
where Uian in tho "Voice", of course—certainly should hove dispelled then.

. 7. Tho Grar.lcha e<^n to have lived'quietly la Xu>n.:hal and were little
known, which uni!ar the elreujvitjncoa was lumlly surprising since they wore 
running an obviously Co-Teamiat organ. i2>lnh: Kal-e’ek's forces could not 
noddle with then oj’only, for at that tlno Shan hsl -.was an international . . _ 
city operated under extraterritoriality, llut the Nationalist secret )«Uoa 
didoroato occe trouble for t ho "Voice" and then Gcrv>ul-Cmrml Clarence K, 
Gauss was alie.'.o'ily rrpri'wnded by the State hepArt-wnt in 1937 for not

- doing more to help thro as Arerlcana. Technically they wore entitled to . .
full Anorlcan protection but Gauss, nd* with the inpcrt— xport. hank in 
Waahln;;tpnj D. C., was a sort of Old Curmudgeon of U» Shanghai A.worlOari 
oormnunlty and it sens that ha thought it his acral obligation to let them

■ fry in any troublo they night got into as Communist agents. Gauss can't . 
havo suffered greatly, for this in tl» eyes of his s’^eriors, for ho woo 
later promoted to ambassador both to China .and to Australia, . .

fl. This background has scan present im>>prt.v.ee since an Arorlahn .
magdsino is being bj'erated' today in Consiunlst Shjuvhai, which tolerates no < 
criticism or opposition. . Originally p remia Li snail St under the late*— - —- 
J, B. 1'0^11, ,'t has boon friendly toward the Otsrrjilsta. under his non, ’ _ 
John ''Hilus’ • ui.ell, arid it stayed on after most other American enterprises— ‘ 
including i.< daily Shanghai Ivcnlnp, J ont and Heronry,’ edited by raysolf—hod 
shut down and American officials hod loft Rod China^x . ’

■ ■ . 9, Before they departed, these officials had reason to carotin an :
extensive filo on what is now the adna_J,pnt>Jy Kqvtcw. Ota. incident which . 
is krioim to have irkoJthici wns the ita.vlnw's treatrfent of the cose of .. '
Lillian Olivo, Arwrican consular official, in the sensor of 1^49 soon after 
the Communists had taken over. Clive blundered into a traffic conflict with . 
the Comrauniat police, was. taken to first one anti then a second police 
station,S'arid in tho course of so rural days' ixprisonnrnt he was severely 
beaten With’ fists and gunbutts, kicked and otherwise maltreated. FamU'o 
Review blandly professed to havo little information on the natter but cava - '

. on account unfavorable to Clive, then consular officials asked Fbwoll to . . 
■ ocoo to tho consulate and look Olins over and pet ths full story, he foiled , 

to show tip. This, and other natters wore recorded in aecia detail but in view 
of the background of Americuri intelligence operation,, one nay question r ----  

■ whether those details will ever be hauled out of ths files, .

10. Moro recently,- copies of tho Review have'been slanted strongly 
against.the Americana and the United Nations cause ia Soroa.and one issue 
editorially spoke of tho United States as "the enewy." It ahtxild not be ' 
difficult to preservo continuity in fallowing such a ease of Axerioan 

-pro«4cstauniat' activity abroad, though nothing could bo done to ftiwell unless



dr until ho decided to return to his own obuntr y—and evan th or, tho 
co^'lex nature ot Acvrloan lima on tide i;*n<ral subject make it hard to 
trH nbnt could bo done soldo iron perhajo denyin.; another passport Vo go 
airoad again, . j - i

11. Tho important thing, m s:>o>m by a lory* Hat of .oasoa gravely 
investigated by eongrudoional ocemlttoea, la to hiavo t)so postwar Central 
Intolllronco K;enoy pr scnp cahporable group ouch aa tho Federal Bureau of 
investigation kaop track of tho wealth of inforaatlon available. Too much 
waste off art goes into the many duplications of inquiry.
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203,1811, Shangimi Vunclpal Filas> 1^4-2- 37

ISAACS,, Harold Robert

Born -13 Sept 1910JZYC
Bat1! A&srican i

'>~v ;/
Height > ;.■ 5’9B . 4 ■> v - - ■

.Build . ., aodiun !; . ' '
Hair- ...,, f blank,uayy^brushod back
^yea /Arf ' broun J ••■ ■..•.

!

PQCUffi-rAWJ . J., :- - ... -
s ■■ XnJOs «os traveling on passport 177026

$ 

j 

z 
I 

4

I

Arrival in Qilha from Manila ca 10 Deo 1930
Dp m arrival Joined the. editorial staff of the Shanghai Bvonlng Poet and

Mercury ’ •= ••> .
, Vtoa & secretary of the POULENS Defense Ccssaiteo and a mettber of the Society of 
?r££ada of tho USSRt , . .

On 12 June 1931» ISAACS and hie friend (SLAS3 took a trip up the Tnr.gt3Ec/l>yring ■ 
.this trip ISAACS wrote his flono-30,Vlola KOBDiSOM, that he had decldod to tgbn » Red^

Jr

03 ft reaultLof conversations with GLASS'.*

■ j The tsp' returned to Shanghai la Aug and took up reeidegoe &t $ 128 Reihalwei 

' ’• ■'■> J .• ./'
started and becaae the editor and published' of the 0 China Perun9 

Bt ’Tiiwt wan job-printed but froa Oct 1932 an was printed by the. Level Publish- 
ingG^IB^/^ 33,’ td^ 478 Tiendoag'Road,Shanghai ’.ISAACS oponediy stated ha was ma&^ 

ragorof-tho printing co and cnmed 40^ of its shared ''
■ v / to V Ang lyJJi 1Saau3 and hie wife Viola ROBINSON whoa he had Earrted lri'Sopt 
■ 1932 loft ^anghal for Japan cn the S3 Hagaaakl Maru; Ch 16 Aug, they proceeded ' -
„tp,Japan/'£at$pUflg to Shanghai on Aug 26th. ? ' ’

■; , ■ .■ .. ■ :. \ ■•

-- XnaddjLtlcn to hie- other activities,*ISAACS nos also enployed with the RavaSSewa 
?Ageo^f^^ MVored connection with thia Agency around Pec 1933.: \

?' ‘ InJ)®a 193J^X3AACS vas in Foochow to gitter 1st hand info re the newly foraed 
°P©alplo’e Hevolutionary Govemaont of the Republic of China;".

. In the spring of 1934, ISAACS and his sife left for T&toloin en route to Peking 
at which city he resided at J 2 ^ung Fu Chia Tao, East City.Poking EUtiliag address

. P 
4 

' I
‘J 

’ ' J 
r. ‘ 8 . 
• .; !f■ ' g. ■ ■ *
■4 

■ • *;
■ 1-

J

s



14-00000

4
„,. M.

/V

?

T

&

1i
Ria

1 
r 
V

0i 3 January IT^A, ISAACS visited Hr and Mrs. HOCl^'S while they were on a 
hunger etrlke in prison . : .

On 14 January 1934/the parents of ISAACS, Hr and Uro I.H." , ISAACS arrived in 
Sluvighaifraa Loa Angeles;-Dur. ng their stay in Shanghai they resided at the Mstro- 
ja>1.Hotel Anneautki 20 February they left Shanghai for Port Said en route to Marseilles 

- . co tha 33 Rffiialplndi/ .... ■ . ..... . ’.. / .

Ch 4 Ajril 1936. ISAACS under the pan naae of Lo Sen had an article published in 
yho Hew Militant’/,the organ of the HI District Worker’s Fajrty. The article was an 
attack on Stalin and >os entitled “ Stallntern ready to embrace Chian Koi 5hek/*^X 

, Officer ChinsM Red Array in return for resurrection of dieasierous 1927 blooi® *" 
At tlila Bataa than, ISAACS was also lecturing on4 Japan,China, and tho USSR and the o 
War Crisis in the Far Eosti . . ,

- i • -^ 
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glass

li Shanghai Itani Pollc c Files^ filed, 16^4-2-37, p 2

v In Shanghai GLASS aade the acquaintance ofi<®eDaaareoC«B£33, American frca - 
Kansas City, born lC93«Vhis was sccio tine after April 1932?

Katas O.F. GLASS r Cecil Frank GLASS
Born <25 March 1901, Bira&Sghaa^&iglaBl

.Passport r British passport. J? 9&$3, issued 5 Jan 1931 in Pretoria,So&th Africa
Pol AffUiatioiy^unber of the CP - ‘
Overt ProfessiesiLjournaLlst 

' y-' £. •’ ; • > ’ ■ • . ■' " -
Believed to have left Jingland la Uw early 1920a for South Africa where he resided 

at Johannesburg for many years? A *
.: - Artivod in . y .

Ou 12 June 1931 nade a trip though up the Yangteze with Harold JS.'..-x£
American CcEnauiiBt and w?4rtOT>~$es»-tha editor of the China Forua; A letter' writtan fey 
ISA-CS to his fiancee. Miss Viola BOBBISOH/during thia trip contained inforsatl.cn 
that ISAACS had decided to turn ■ Red" as a result of his conversation with GLASS?‘ .

In $ept.1931,' GLASS befieae a member of the °?SSLEhS Defense Camaittee” and tso 
months liter «as appointed Shanghai Representative of the AngLo^Asiatic f olograph 
Agenoy^Angasta) a news agency with HQ in Harbin, which position he held until 19J3V .

In Augl933i Ms was living in Rohn 5L0># 1276,tTorth SMoliuan Road,6hangha±.



FCS l&lj Shanghai Ifunicpal Filas, file. 16-4-2- 37
. . A

X3Kson, W>ia' ■ 
e BR$T BSD.- ISAACS

Bara 10 July 1910, HIC
Nat’l American

222£J±iign ‘ - 1 .... .......................................  - - *■

Height- ■■ "■ *
Build alia
Coaplx fair; - I/.. / .. ■■ ,

■. 1 *' . x: •’ z- . •. * ”, \ . ■- • ~

tecunantaticia
In 1932 holder of 03 passport $ 382046 lesued NIC 14 May J931

knoHn to have visltied Oecnaa^r ?

. Kncnai Ccraamist nod follower of Lucy ST®3 1 '■ A‘

Arrived in Shanghai on 23 tog 1932 \ . .
■ . ■ ' ' ' -M

14 Sept 1932 married Harold Robert LSAACSi She had been ensued to ISAACS for 
bom years before her arrival in China, and it has bean stated that the letter# 
betwean the two indicated that Coc&uaist anapathles cd the part of both aid of 
ISAACS' intention of Joining the CF

After, her arrival in China wan aaplayod at the D«h Ctamg Uidcle School^ " / 
Shanghai as a heaobes*. ./ ' •. /'■ ;-

' V She lived in the Etabar&mant Building Bldg; North Scochoa Road ■ ■ ’ .-

Qa 7 ^hg,M't l933> tha ISAACS left..S?uu^hai for Japan and on 1£ Aug 1933 
proceeded t0 Dairen, * returning to Shanghai ty rail od 26 August 1953.

Bi 80^1933; info eon.received to the effect that Miss RiBDiSCS was a teacher 
,Bt;tho,Ca8$>arative ln».Sch&bl, ‘ -... * .. ./

AUG 14 £51



Harold Robert ISAACS with nJlaaaa

LO Si*i ( pennane used la China)

Harold Hobart ISAACS was bom in Hew fork City on 13 September l$10 of A®er^- 

loan parents*, S&A father has been reported as 0 decidedly of the coaaerciel typo*". , 

ISAACS haabocn described as intelligent,- critical,timwMO- and nervously organised*-

Little is blown concerning the activities of- ISAACS prL r to bio arriv il in 
. •■ m- »• *• . • 9oAi ton V

China fyea Manila on 10 Docaabor 19301 however^ who Halted ISAACS

date-in Shanghai,. lo re;ortsd to have embarrassed his eon in, the preaenoa of friends 

by ” kidHaga the latter about trying to make money on real batata while in Los ■ 

Angolea before going to China*- . a /

, The actual date when Cecil Frank GLASS and Harold ISAACS La not - kr-cnn, butit t 
; „ i . - A • ■■" r

must have bean shortly after Ute arrival of GLASS in Shanghai in May 1931, for in tl?

June 1831^ ISAACS ind GLASS made.a trip up the Tangtase together*^ ? • A.

It has been stated that I3.UCS became interested in CoamuhiaEi with specific re- J 
. s it has bean stated that . .

latiofl to China, but lottera written by ISAACS to 14a fiancee, Viola HDBESCN, ;

f

■‘i' bb^^Sh&Mdthat --.ISAACS became interested in CncwunlSFi ~ei opooifia ' 

relation to Chipaj^it han also been stated that lettore between IS.WC3 and hid, 

fiance, Viola B09INSCW, widet were written {taring the langtaze trip indicated .Com ' 

nainiat sympathiesT da the part of both/ and ana cf the letters contained the Infor-' ' 

nation that ISAACS had decided to torn n Rad° ’i3 a result of hie aonveroations^Htb „ 

GLA3S,Ao you are aware, ISAACS and GLASS returned to Shanghai in August 1931 and took 

un resideoce At 128 Selhaiwai Raad, iln September 1931J’both meh are rep-.-rted to have

jwata nusabara of * ha ROLLSiS Defense Carsalt ie«, -ISAACS being the Secretary



ISAACS is also reported to have been a nanbar of Uta Society of Frlands of the U333.

Op.n hia arrival in China, ISAACS Joined tho Editorial ataf.’ of the Shanghai 

Evening Post and the Harcury*.ISaACS was also eaployud with tho Havas Sena Agency,

whih oonnection be io reported to havi severed around Deouaiber 1933* 

ISAACS also started and late? bacaae editor and published of the® China forum;* 
It is believed to-have boon

. ^»w®e jS acDthly &gllah language paper Issued at first aa a ccmercLal Job from tho 

Hereuiy/Pijefg^. Prts October 1932 on it . pas printed by tho Level Public Ing Company / 

Ino/, 33/ Inao 478, Tlendong Road.. ISAACS is re perted to have openly stated that . j 

te was master.of ths pringting company/ <sdng cS tho. ahareq. . , ' ,
? iV has been stated that those who kns® IS.UC3 lh Slianghal^found no reason to think' 

he was a f psy. oft” man for X-erican Cces^aists, and that during the first oart of ids 

stay in Chins,, ba was not a foUawar of Trataky. However, he is reported to have fin- ' 

ally become convinced that tho taties of the Chineeo Scu.nnists. ware wrong and that
■ ' ■ • \ . . . ■ !■..._.•

Trotsky was/'^jhb ^i criticising and the -Soviet Covermant .under Stalin/-Ha '

thareforo Wvte an article.antitied;«, 1 Break nith t; o Stalinists,® in which. 
■ : i -S' ‘ ; .■. ■/>

among otter things; ho 18 reported to have stated that-tho expense of publishing the '

.aagakihe had'bbea b Sheil, by tbs Chiaodo CaaKuaists, Ho lb then Hportod to havo-:', -
-. -ys<, *■ > '.V- *vjt7’* J L ‘ ; -j ' ■ ■''■■ X. ' " ' ’ - -; ' 4 - i, si .-‘V.1' / *•

'~di3B^W^ti»Mid\bo have'said tte printing «pilpBont/ tho sua teihgf ff' J, 

realised tha.bale not being turned back tc tte Chinese ConaBxnista but to have ;•* J.

bean given H-ths'Trefca^ caua^ : ‘
‘ ' ’ / f - . ’ ■ • - "' .? •’ ’ <* t A ’ ‘ . \ - ' ' ' ' ' . ■ ■ -3 ■’ : -.' r iA't
< rJ .ISAACS had teen engaged, for 'several yoaro to Viola R^BEfSO? who arrived la ' I

~’ <5 "A <■-• ' ■ • ---• ■•■• ? ■ < . . .■ • . .■ i-’. ji : .•
Shanghaii<® Ahgurt 1932^Ca U'-^optoabar 1932, oho end-ISAACS were joarriod and ibck

-i •-.t$ k j.Apt.2Ci^tb® ' ■*' - - • / . ■'. '. * j•
u p wrt'dsfice'SbochoW Road* Prior to tho rail

/' .. ■■■■.. • • ■ . - -\-r-L?•

1933^1^0 or a subject in the SOROS Case is reported?-

to h^vn H*w' <a the ^tbaakstant Building with ana Reneo ;£4iy..l». Bold AUDOUAHD and 'his

wife who have been reported as Sis-ist py^-t ..fairs and were- who were ia«tn to have.

ft
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g been in clooe contact with E £ LT when the latter was la China also Urod in 

, f this boilding ih the atrip 1930s An Ap&rtaant 509.

Afterter arrival la China, Viola O^ajRXS ISAACS was caplayed at the Pah 
f Cung Middi। School; roil by Muveawbf.r 1933 was ropcrtM as a teacher at tho J" 

■ (toparaUTO la Shanghai.

S to ? Aiguct 1?A3»’ tho ISAACS left Shangi-ai for Jnpan/ and on 16’Augusi 1933 ‘
W ^ii«i;:>otUridns to dhnngbai by rail' on Asguat 19J3i. In 8taB$& >v*\V
ML. 1 •.'. ."'< 4 J - :

< 193J X3M&JLaftt Shangh^ for Pooches io gather first.hand iafa&Beitian'on tho nanly .Tv;

it:

>
■

' fomed o >p6etli9• a R^lutioaeryGovura^ist jof the Republic 6f China.
^’''*"**.-*W**«**i2^

..'. tl ^a1CA Is imported to bava' vioitM and Mra;• ROULa'S while, they t
J- - .--• ■'> ., -I • ' •■ ,* ’»■•. ’ ” ' *• ■ , ^ ■ . • i .

■ ‘-'wore ch a laager strike In.prlstmAXa the spring of 1934}' ISAACS and his wife left for 

^4nt«<n aa Jhlchi elty,thoy resided at -2; ..i(png Pu

City! Rfe1 m-ii 1 ing mWrosA waaof one KrP.UEBJANNj’. Grand Hotel,..?B!tingp.;/V.x - ■?. ?.

i

1

1

Q

3

3

S"

'be?ri'“Wt heretofore,. ISAACS is reported to have turned against ■ ...

’ tbs Steii^V^ USSB, bocoaing a Trotskyite; During thia period b»o

’w^te-U^ ?’Trae«dy of tho Chinese Revolution,8.allegedly as a single gestera Af . 
‘intes^e^atioa fi^ protest td show, he®, in his opiAion, both the Kucointafig aM i 

■'the hi^' gang wrong in Chihai^la? la Appil 1936, under the par none of
5. ■•'. L.‘.'■•.■'.■•!':I ’ ' 7' .'; '• ■ . ' '
*£ir:3<e^^AA^«dd.-an ariirlo publlciied In the » Rew Militant4,? tho ergstf of

...’; s waa5' • ■" ■■ ., : : ‘’ -X X'--/
article & rapcrtodl/ an attack an StaHa.B»i sps

efititlodi3'Stalintbra ready to sabrcee Chiang Sai ShakfiJ^. Officer Shlnoee Red 
• - t, ' ■ ,.y / *’ ■rt’ ' •. ' *' . '.

Ansy. in. Return far resaurocticin of dio&eteraus V27 bloc." ' r . ">?

*

I •«:i



It has been stated by frlende of ISAACS even during the height of ide Trob- 

ekyist csrear^ be nevor accept cd swnpy fraa any s’roup; that ha was open and above 

board; and that ho never engaged in any conspiracies to overthrow established gcvent» 

sent. ?hay,are also reported to .hare.stated that.Ji'ACS was attracted to Ccantunica

. 'by Shahecr UaaUani*. ' ■ ■>-.••■,■'■ • ‘ '' ■ ' ' • * ■ ■■ 1 ' ’ 'F ’ '• ’.' ' 7 '

■ ' It has been further reported that ia.’odiately after Pearl Harbor^ ISAACS broke 

withXh? Trotakyito group aa he had broken with the Coamnlzrta^' end'began writing ( 

propagsiula, for the UnitedStates. Govarnasxt ^7 ., Ah-: • ' •.

' ; • in the late 1930a/ IS/^S returned to tho United States.,
Until the fall of Frahooj hb was esaployvd by tho Havaa Kotts Agcncy.in October i?43>.' .
of 19^4,hn'aas.working- for Mewsweek"Kagasine in *ft;bhington,p;C« ilia address at that, -' 

ti^"was Frlc^hip Height^Ave^‘.4933«?'.,-' • ■■■ -'■=■' '. . ■' . ' G<?

r ‘ .*4.J 7- ' V ’ r •• 7 ..I tl \ . . ' _ 1. . • l . G , F’ ,••• 4- 4 >, . _

,V'' .'F Urly^.ISAACS ws in Chungking an a representative of . '.

. 6reswea|&&artag thia period, • he had a great deal of trouble about censorship^'and "'7
' 7- ■' 7 ■--. J'- '7 -. ■ ' ” - . •• . ,

.reported^ isa iiaioad.' pemiaaion to vis|t Consuniot areas. It has baea atated that '■
: J : 7., - ..... ■ ., - . •. -. _•. • ■•

&&ui33y. unfortunate in that he. applied Just after' tab- gavacmuatn^ new; -

'restored its:ban &a jcurnallstlo travel in that dirootinn^At ths tic® ha «$d was-; "7 

.ds^od-pa^^l^^^'d^ SffUTH of Slaa bad just bban allseed to go, and ISAACS filt ; 

that ha wCbeiag diner?alnatod againstUt 'has. boon, stated that 3KT@, .upco his return

4
4

‘^79 s^'a^o^aei^^ of adolalijL^atica ’in tbt Aad 'areas ^t^thls^added.tprctbe. 
'.'J',' -i;. '■ - ’" ’ !■ ’ '.

: alsilas’®psrls3ceaiKeollfiifl^ th® gs^raaoil^^ detoxnihatica do to let. any apre Ji
' r • ' •.■< \\. ' .•'■■•. .' ./.;••••’ 7’'

' Asajicaa'BbSrspepeMWsja'Bo up and become Casual*!! CQtvortpi0'Tn March'1%5; ISAACS;
' I s ■■ a ••- 7 ' ' ’ At*'-/

tsaa -reportedabout toleave d Chungking porsaMOt^i . ‘ .7 4/-
. • X - » . . , " • . s v ’ / ■ ♦ k t - 4 , -t r • • .* .
? ’ Tollowing doacrlptlcagiof-Sas'ald and Vlnla ISAACS are aet out for jresua

■F
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Faaqarto th early' : ‘ .', • ”

>s.:vl930a.7, -:; US Passport #.177026 '

fair- 5

Da3 jaeeport § 382^6^&aau&i NJC U W
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lift

. \ ■'&• addltls© to Agr.es 3)rSDL£Y and Fyahk GIA^3/”'ISAACS 1?- kno^n to have lb 
coat act ulth the following while In China >;

ISA4CS .18 r.wUa,ta.»?vQ

li^d »*• n w~> «- — rt.— ■

'f
$ 5 ‘ / J,... J^dCilVR&ff/.$uagtai'' roproeentative of the Pacific Neva Agency ih Taa- '. i

' * also knetn to have been in eaots^t with:S«K«' X13CB, Agnca .SMaiaf,';-’?#
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Wote ha article entitled ■ X Break with tho Stalinists9 width all^edly among
I’ other things, that the expenses of ^ibliahlns a aagaaino w 

hss© twoed by tiw Chinese Cwisamistav, «
(•/%. -fcr- •■ ' .* . '. . }:.-;....

which ho was putting cut

rt' . ^ • ISAACS published, a adftthiy Boglisli Xaagoa^a sa^aine^fttesued first ..
|4 .' aV®?d«s®*rslal Jd^elc^ from the Heronry Preso and later.printed frora a sitiaii printing ; 
h? - \ purchased by ISAACSIt has been stated that after''jsuhliohlng tha orticLa «I, 
h’j. .^Brsak with the Stalinist S'jb ISAACS discontinued the ®ag azine and sold its prating y ' .

oqaipasni.ft it-has been stated that the small sua realised free tho sols wad not’ turned .
p.| ’ 7 ^baok to the Chinese teannmiste but was turned over to the Trotsky Csuaai'. ,r» # ’’.. ’. '
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SECRET( It'ff f) t lid )

DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE

SUBJECT OF DOCUMENT IDCNT4T (CAT ION

Alexander Hassler Eichman
RI FILE N0.( 2Cl-67Sp

1. O'SPATCM OV SOURCE DOC. 5'«00L NO.

SODB-45339
4- OATt

d 5 Dec. 51
) • SOURCE C«Y*fONYM «. OATE OF INFO.. *. tVALUATlOM

9. ANALYST
44 

James . Plauffher

t. DATE FROCESSID

3 Dec. 63
10. DISSEMINATED IN D*T<

DOCUMENT 01 SPOILT ION • ■____________________________

|1J- CROSS REFERRED TO THIS FILE 

XXI
I). TRANSFERRED TO 

«» FILE NO.

___________________ ________ _________ PERT INENT INFORMATION - ' ■____________________________________• ■ - -

I4<

1. Reference is made to previous correspondence concerning the captiondd subject 
and in particular to your communication of 10 July 51, your file number 105—11929 . 
in which it was requested that Tilman Durdin be interviewed regarding his knowledge 
of the background, beliefs and an activities of the individuals named below. Durdiri, 
who travels continously and-extensively in the Far East, was finally located in Djakarta 
Indonesia, and on 14.Nov. 51 was interviewed, in accordance eith your reauest, and the 
following information elicited.

2. Rrrdin stated he knew nothing definite regarding the present activities and alleded 
k.?°_nnectlon of Frans Joseph WEJSBLATT, .Harold ISAACS, Frans GLASS. ALEXANDER

BASSLER-BUCHMAN and George Alexander Kennedy, and^that^he'couia funniah info on their 
eArly activities only.

S. KJRDIN said that he knows Harold Isaacs well and that he last saw him at the conferer ce J 
in Philippines, which was held in November 1947. He. stated that 

iSAACS-Was formerly with KEWSBEEK but that he now believes he is a gree lance lecturer 
ind writer. He gave his opinion that Isaaxs, althought left wing, is not necessary 
i oommunist.

4
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7 November 1951

Assistant Director for Policy Coordination 
Attention: Security Officer 
Chief, Special Security Division

1. Reference is made to a memorandum from your office dated 
3 July 1951 in which you requested that a Special Inquiry be con
ducted, to resolve information concerning an allegation that Sub* 
ject is sympathetic to and/or connected with Communist activities.

2. On 31 August 1951, Mr. Kenneth Patrum of the Security 
Office was advised that partied results have been received as 
a result of inquiries at several national agencies. The partial 
information reflected that Subject had been connected with at 
least two.factions' of the Communist Party while living in the 
Far East.' It was- suggested that extreme caution be used in con
tacting or.associating with the Subject.

3. This office has completed the investigation of the Sub
ject, whlch includes- a check of records of the appropriate Federal 
agencies. As a result of this investigation, the files of this 
office contain a great deal of information concerning Subject's 
association with questionable organizations and Individuals. 
Although Subject has denied, any current activities with the Commit- ■ 
nist Party, .his.associations and activities are highly questionable 
and his political sympathy has not been unqualifiedly resolved at 
the present time.

4. In view of the information as set forth above, it is 
recommended that extreme caution be exercised in deal idg with the 
Subject. Under no circumstances 3hould_§ubject_becontac.ted, with 
regard to pos s 1 ble use by this agency pripr to receiving a final 
security detaralhatldh by this office. ‘ ‘

FOR THE SECURITY OFFICER, CIA 
'<■ ;■ ' .1 i ' ’• - . ■

! ! , ROBERT H. CUNNINGHAM

SEW^
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bf b«d0 SB-- assort fo.- ti» rhird :3teruiLi«tal^

. Ao In 1549, ?«^r«ff£Ttattvos l«t«?vte®Qd ass Ifcrris LsxAti Ai’T'tsaS
In Harar. Golemdo»: A^els^ae ajalttod item a CP bce&op Aren 1924 to 
1937. Fa atato< that in IJ33 and l&M !<o ? DurdLa io Shar^ai’. as?? tbah 
esuriag that parted, h®. £aFcild U^aC38 Ipasr >%aa aas Akas;ais7 £'&%&&, 
fro pusrt-V .hold a»tl0a at the Logo of tllli-. iAS'dio la Ahd^hal« Fy^i^ 
la a British”sublet preooutiy 11 via- It. Lm if^giea^ Burr JU'; la 33 Aaartussa 

alM 110a iA Lw Ar^olaat A' cvj'jcr dsoorlboA I3AM3 ead OLiES &a
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Gojtsuala*. ic^sh i^h^jxi Ln tbs U.3, ,A Zj rzXAJS. Lafertsutt. of aaLhP® rsli^JU^ 
has FLperio? L’at Ajriag Was period OLAr# ago E3Av3 nars sr®ye®h0 bates
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awaits tor the Third latornktlw&x la SHnaghal* •■

4* In aridities-. to IM abrro Indir< duals, Dtrttlri la also rwpoo-Vx-1 to havs 
boon sa ae^ualr.tarwo in Bharwani abort 1932^3 uf Ooor^a Alcxtadsf SraziSDYg sto . 
La proasotly er.plcyod cl ZaJ.s L'alwralt/. KZ^Kil^ vas aa aa^stintcchoo of 
IHAAC8 and was also reported Vo Mito b«ra aseooLatod ©1U gl-f t-”! =11 crtMffiP 

gggigsnghal at that ties.
. .t 

r ■ 6« £a wi®a Uta abovo SUUSSSAra daaLpos SXatdLa bo LsLs^vLosod H,
eo soon ao poisibls ralaltvo to tha.^^Hsa^K&^o aeqndlzrtaneo aad aaEOcittilGa 
viUi J0XSBUXT* TXJUUB, 0US8, Ourdin U repietod to ' 1
ooeabcnt particularlyScneomla^ ttnf the*» Lndi'vlAiaXfi oo bsJsalf ’
ef ths, CP or Uo Tnlrd taterEatloeaJ,ssy ej? hew© been engaged .la -. - - ?
osulsrage aotivitieQ ca bei-alf of the 8cvl®t On lea, either Gulag ^ia sarly - |
ISJ^’e Ln China, or at s_^ sabgo^uesi periodo :4
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Data»

Tor

object*

&tatea Srpjwtmont ef Bwafita 
5?i?rnj Curran of JiuaretipfrfiQn

®esijiKsjtanJ&a, fU

CCJO9ESETIJ L
BT SPiCIAl. SStSSiiJKSa

■ - > . ^3-H^a
September 11, 1951

Director
Control Iota Higo we Agency 
2130 8 Street, «. H.
Bb»hington,D. C.

Attentions &Jer &naral 9. 0. Dytma 
Office of Special Cporstiona

John Edgar Soever -Hiroo ter 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

nr wax debis
I area rat ssttam - a

duo tad by
In comoctlen ^th an official invastlgation being eon-| 

thio Bureau, t& are de air was of obtaining eoptala inf ora* Mion 
Tillten Bardin, v&o la presently located c/o; Kees, Tlget? 

Standard, 103 Windsor Uowe^ViotoiiBa Bhns long. It would co appreciated 
if 9,73 could haws ore of yusa* ropresontatlted interview &. Bardin la
Fong Kong along Uto liras eat out Co Lew.

Por ywsr Inforssatloo, Bardin is a foreign oorrsapordoat^c? 
tho Ihra lork Tlsos racBpapa?. Ro is an totirleaa dtlean born Harca 
19(77, at Kis hart, Texas, ami tea bsea eupiOj^d as a foreign eurraspon^Bt 
far ths Raw lark Ties a fc? Eany years, possibly si coo at least toe 9c^*ly 
iwy^. > • '■■

A reliable infenaant tea advised that 1b 1933 Burdin «ae in 
Shanghai, China, acting as City Editor of tSa t»»spopop ^&lna Proas.1. 

,At that tv-so berdih eras said to bo stering an apart^nt with Praca 
So labiate, dascrlbod as an Ass r lean citison toon in Chins ac a lawpo&ss*. 
reporter.

aaocalata of
gb? InfcKiant, I&isblatt nus at that Uss « elwo 
^aca. Isaacs,, an to? rd can adtlsan prosactljr



lx oheng‘^1 ir. Editor -u’ the ’CbtflJ Zoras, “ dasorlbcd eta a ’
Ccramun'st publlcatioo'. 4 aourca of uakncwn reliability- bao stated that 
tn 1933 I'taca w® ® “notorious radical Bj^athiier-' anti ws suspected 
o! balryj a/. arvnt of the Third International. laaac-v tag said to hafts 
organic-?. the Gbahghai CoBtltpeo for tbs Ifefesw of the Sweigs

■ and Gertr>5o>fiijfsgt vers c^mcjrd^in Chics Id IS jx far Russios oej^oiaga 
. activities.

? tide Sufmii laterslevcd oso EustIs/ In March, 1?*»9^
Uaiis^ApP^^aab* an 'A^erf tea presently living la Dr near, Colorado, 
and ^^'irnn ednltted hrri.ig been a ninaber of the CocEuniat Party fWa 
192' to- i-n'l. etate-4 that la 1933 o«l 1931* ha icw Durdin la -

, jhr.rghal , und that duari.lg thse ;-eric<3, ha, Apple son, SaroVl Isaata, .EtmUs
Ilaea anr! Alczazirter/^uchrAr, frequently held osettngs at ^he tesas of 
ni>3M, D-nJic la i.’iAnghBi. - .

- : frank'CImo io-f. &.-ftiab citizen presently living in tee.
Ange’les. i,&itt^r::la. Rushitvc is an Arsfrlcah citiaea also preaeirsly 
lirtr< lo Angele®. Morrie ^pnlemn deoar Ibed Isaacs asst Glass as. . :
Irctskyitec 1c l;?33-3^» erd described Euctev. as a farmer rancher of tisa . 
vdT5f.ir.iat Yr”)t.". Lzague. in the United btates. An Lafcrrsmt of unJtnstim • . 
reliability ?4us also reported that durieg that period Glass and Isaosa 
•iere■ anoper ted of being agents for the Third International In Sbtu^ba^.' z^-;

In addition to tbs above indivlduala, Durdia la also rej^drSed if 
to hav« bean an .ac4iMiniaDCO ir SU'rtghfti in about 1932:33 of Georgs - 7?
Alexander Z.srjjedy, an Axsrlceus cltlsen presently es&laysd at Tala ’ f '.' - 
University. vno an anq.Aai:itaRce of Harold laaaoa at that tlssa, 7,. '
aoi wco alac- reported to have l>een associated with left-slag grwps" th , ,- 4 
Shanghai at thst ttoo, : .’ ■ •. .

In viev of the tafarBablba indicating that Hr. Hird is yas' y' 
acqualnte-i w?th these individuals during the*early 193Qra,"it is desired f";/; 
that tx: be t.-.-.A.—.level relative tc the extent of hio acquaintance and. 
asacc iatlr n with the 'cHoving;. frana Joseph Helablatt, Garold Lsaaca, ,. J1 
?njcji jlaia , Alexander ijucJtaas, and George Alexooder Kbnjs^. ■' " ; :

■.. ’ ; . ’’j’ " .
It is requested that purdln b® questioned particularly as 4»-- \ :?r 

ary lafcrx^tlae ?ar aay possess concerning any activities of these ; 
laliyldita.’-a or. lenalf of the Iocct rjst Earty ar the Thirl Interuatlooi^. 
IXirdio also be a?«ed yift.tncr'Se has ^any inrafMation indicating any ;\ ■.
of t3»»e lod't'/ld’iais nay hawa ‘er.-ijed. in espionage activities m heh^r 
of the Soviet '.’nior, either duiing the early 19?0'k tn China er at nny

;-urtr<. It tn dezin-r.' that full details be ebtairtsd froa !’. ’fg



Xr. relative tc any Inforaatico be »ay fumlch cooosrning '
peg Me Ln /Aversive activities or, the part of any af.ltKW IndivliJttsls.

It vouli be appreciated if you w>M endeavor to Save "■ ./.
’. r.;.erv; Sv»»n at the earliest 5 cob lb la date.



SECRET

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

tXitSUtnOMt*. detignation* »hovld be uv.4 m “TO** column. Under each c 
ar I e.*-h —..t t-rrer? te :c**e*;»?3^ — ?* >* ■’- ‘S* ••Tf>" rMh(
before lurtho* routing. ,Th>» Routing and Recxd Sheet shcuU be returned to Regi»V/.

MOM:

XR DAT!

TO ♦ ROOM 
NO

O«TC ornarj 
■ WTIMJI COMMCNTSetc 9 | ' 1 n 0 \

1. 

- FDZ 2005

COPY fiETA-r: FDZ/BR.2

Jo S*4Xcjc.tA>^aJ^. ;

^tS-rvi ^uiAortxzsi r~n . . ;
r<Cjta<V . . '

/•^-y -3.1 - C

. Ztil-/s^ ^ yv

WiK
■ -.

A
3.

4

A
J 

1

t. / • /U'
o. - -

LiAal

0..

a.

to.

II. ■
. ......

13.
. • .

-•* ' -7 .. ;

•) DITEIXIGENCS ■ 1

14.

RSC0RD3 ‘. . ' U : : •
n | uo? - ItTEX

■ 1. • 
(I

FORM N< 
Hauw SECRET



• - ........... - - • 3£C.(£T .

From Hanoi Foport No. i ZFH-6?

Ko. of pages! 1 Enclosures! Kono

Report Hade by Valter J. Ingold Approved by Janes H. Lanier

Distribution! Kone , Reference!* HAKO 242 and VA3H 01125

Source Cryptonjrai Tunic-2

Renarksi

1. In our last uessage to Tunic-2 on JO July we used the discrepancy concerning Leo 
Pigueres' visit to HVN as an example in a gentle lecture on the virtues of 
accurate reporting. Qy 1 August Tunlo-2 answered back. Eid ooh obviously takes, 
pride in bio work.

2. An bps concent relating to this report will be sent In another pouch er via .cable

BECHET



•' 1 _ - , ■ • ■■ I

\ SECRET

- Subject! Leo Flgusroe Report No. i CFH-S9

Dato of Infoi . a* indicated

Place Acquired! Viet Nan, Honbi ■ Dato Acquired I 1 August 51

Evaluation! B-J Date of Report! 2 August Ji
. i .

Spurcot

1. According ^IP works in the Viet Nlnh.Xlnistry of ForolrnATfalro,
■ Lao FL,-uoroo was in saigon in oarly 19*0^ The French did not allow him to remain

in Saigon and hb ms forced to return to Franco. Figueroa later wont to Hong Kong . 
. in late August 195$. and then proceeded to tho Viet.Bae via tho Koa Nam (F.C.i South 
China t) road to attend the Third Congress of tho'fcl hold in early October 195$. ’

2. Thore had been several previous canoe of individuals who were unable to roach Viot
I Kinh territory froa Sqlgo;i bocauno of French Interference. In July 19^9 1-r. A. Roth, 

Editor of the Sunday Tribune.' arrived in "Saigon and obtained all nocodonry papersj 
j the French did not allow him to proceed because of his pro-Ccrminintartlcleo. Others 
1 wore Walter/ferlego of tho Qirlotion Science h'or.ltor, Harold'Tctiacs from Newsweek, and 
i 8. Porplpah\(because he criticised Bao Dol in Westward.- Ho.').

■ i ' \l

SECRET



FBI REPORT
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CLASS: CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJ: UNKNOWN
FBI FILE #: 100-68282 (NEW YORK)



SUBJECT t Bart>Id R. Isaacs, Request for an information 
noKflahoak on.

1, It is roguested that a nouneohock for information be 
eonduotod on Subject for the purpooo of dotominln^- the valid
ity of chargeo: that Subjoot io sympathetic tourer connected 
with CainsMnirt activities.

-2; Ho have boon informed unofficially that Subject; la 
currently onployed by tho Ford Foundation as on advisor da ■ 
For Fart projects. ‘ Ubes' eno of our covert agents was recently 
called upon by tho Ford' Foundation to present aoto ougzaotiona 
for a For Bast progran, the agent found that Subject was in
terested in and was to be closely oonnootod with this prograa. 
It is planned that tho Ford' Foundation renalna unssnro of tho 
CIA oonnootion With thio covert agent.

S. When the report is completed, the information should 
bo routed to Bruce Am tuts, JS-J/OTO. .

Douglas d. pis:e
Deputy Chief, re-1

Iu-I/jbVp'h

Distj Crig i 1 - .Iddressed
2 - iiogistry.

■ 1 - FU-1 filos



HAKKi Harold R. Isoms

ADDRESS (lost known - »48)« 933 Central Park West, B.Y.C.

da;s op birthi 1910 L

KATIaNAlITTi Aasriooa'

BCSIEESS CARlSMi (a) Staff writer for Havas Nows Agmay ~ 

(1930-1935)
*

(b)" Editor of China Form

(o) City Editor for China Probs, Shanghai, 
- China . 1

(d) For Eastern fiur Correspondent for Kbwaweok - 
; (1944-1945) : .

' • . - ■ ■ - • ■ j •
(o) Spoolol Projoota Editor for Eows‘«ea!c (1947 - ?) 

r. ■
(?) Advisor to Pord Foundation

yuBi.iCAmi;ai

1« Contributed to Harper*a Hafgalno and Toronto Star Weekly, 
■ - i F *

SU Books» (boo atbaotad)

<fCKl



14-00000

1, Twc-Thirds cf the Tiorldi Fro^lana of a now approach 
to tho ffloplos c? fain, Africa, and Latln-Anerioa, - 125C

2. He* Cycle la .‘.slai Selected dbcunohtd cm tajor Inter- 
nati onal duvolcpxonts. Ln . Far East. 1943 and 1947 - 
notes and introduction 1S47. . . ;

3. Ke Fcaca for Asia -.1947....................... ■ ■ ■ , .
. . ; ; "7 " T < ■ '

4» Trader of Chlr.aee Rovolutjeh -1033

Five Yearn of Kuo Mtn Ticir; n^acticr. - 1932 •

6. fOiilhcr Fr-Heo - 1036 « Lew .Trotaty wrote tho book and 
■ , Isaacs translated it. -

4
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DOCUMENT TRANSFER ANO CROSS REFERENCE

SUBJECT or DOCUMENT .
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Al

OtKUSANT IDENTIFICATION

Serge Espionage Case

rut NO, 2CO-6 •7-55

DAH-1J7
<■ DAT(

26 Dec. 1950
1. |Ou«CI. CS’PTONVM •. oarc or info. ». (VALUATION

J araes. E. Plaugher
«. ©AFC PRUClMCO

21 Nov. ,963
>0. 01OlMINATtO IN II. lAf(

- . , DOCUMENT D IMPOSITION
C"OS» RtFC«n<0 to THIS FiLt l». fRANSrmip TO------ --  

o< ritt no.

■ . ' \ ■ V. ■___________PERTINENT INFORMATION ~ ■ ____________ -

1. Inclosed is Consecutive Exhibit Moi 32 in the documentation of the Sorge Espionage 
Case. This. ^Exhibit,consists of two related parts: I and II. 1hs second part is 

divided into two sections, A and B, because of its buljf. Part I is an index of each 

personality and organization listed in Part II. Part II consist of a resume of the . 

contents of each Shanghai Municipal Police file, followed by a tabular listing 

of the contents of the files, with page references. .

Page 24

Isaacs, Harold Robert:

Anti-War Congress report, mentioned in 
Burton report, mentioned in 
"China Fdrum"editor of
"Chinese Workers’ Correspondence": 

. Investigation re
Received by

.. Envelope addressed to
"Fiev Tears of Kuomintang Reaction" 
Cranich, "Evidently another Isaacs" . 
"I Break with the Chinses Stalinists" 
author of .

C-2 Doc. # Page

59 30-32
10 8-9
65 1

32 4
94 1-2
45 6
65 1
4 ...._■ 107

16 2-7

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO

867 SECRET
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DOCUMENT TRANSFER AND CROSS REFERENCE \

SuPjtCT OF DOCUMtNT DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION 1 .

AGNES SMEDLEY, WAS.

RI FILE NO. 20)-kl
3. S«»Parc*< OR 30URCC OOC. SVWSOL INO. j «■ O*Tt 

0-^1161 i 1 28 arr.jb

• . OATti *r (HFQ.
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' PERTINENT INFORMATION '

page 69 ■

The July 30, 1932 issue of- the ^New York Times'*, under a ShihgHai Dateline

of Jule 29, 1932 , states that Harold R. Isaacs, an American citizen., was warned 

by the U. 5. consul in Shahghai. that the Ui S . say with draw .±sk ink its extra 
■ ' . • '■ ■ i ' ’ 1

. territirial rights and allow him to be tried in a Chinese Court. Isaacs, then 
• ’ ' ; ■ . ' ' \

editor of the "China Forum", had violently attacked dhiang Kai-Shek, cai H ng Hn 

among other things, a butcher, ^he article further stated that issacs was

as associate of Agnes Saedley, a correspondedt for newspapers. .
fi ’ i ' 1 ?

page 73. The arch 7, 19L6 issue of the New York imes reflects an article ■ :: 1 ’ ' I ’ ‘
captioned "Group of Americans, including writers and journalists announced 

that they had sent aletter to Chaing Kai Shek concerning the death of Yang 

Chao, OWI employee, who was arrested by the Nationalists and ided in prison.

The sighers were critical of the treatment hecieved by CHAO. THE FOLLOWING INDTVIDUA1 

signed the letter: Maxwell- S. stewart. Elisabeth Ames, Hardline Slade,

Alfred Kazin , Eric Severedd, Richard Watts, Jr. H.-R. Isaacs^ Agnes Sbedley 

and Theordore White.
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Passport files of State Dept, also indicate .passport renewal applicatibri dated June 
23, 1932 in which the subject listed as identifying witnesses —--subject mentioned 
Harold R. Isaags , who according to information possessed by T—1 as ’RED*

• V *
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. 1. Inis la in reply la -r. Jaek V. .\«>l*a ro-u0-t' for tnforsattpn
x coticarnLAC rarold Robert XSAKSSt aada by telamon* on <3 >'ov*ar<y

• ' ■ r'~ ■ j^r / - -

2. f'ccordijid t* inforsabian dvtainod frois a ajurca c>'sl3ered ro\li<.-;;8f
5 . har-3d ;obert ISAACS a as bern Ln .••«.: ark City on 13 ■'•Opt.saber 1919. A’-

tje arr.rved k/r.’fr-osi .'.anils in lese.absr 1930 and aae in porsecdloa 
of jzwrioan passport L7'A-’2i>. f.c; C> res first esploytd in -.han.^r.si by 
the -hauznat '.votj.n.- oat 1 ’.'ercurir. an '-n: Uah 14r-yvs<;c- daily pu&: Lsfisd ‘ 
in ■>.a.'i,,hai. ^tor a ret mb, ho secnaa associated -olth tho ■'.'(? in ft ;T«sa. 
another : fi^lls.r-latiyj.srs daily pibllehc-l in . .'j&vhs., and nae slm tcls 
paper until 4sy 1921. In-zune of iho sow year .VAjcC .Ti.ada a trip its ■

«-•■•• . the tee ' Iver » l,th Caeli Trank C-JJL.'$,/a .rltish subject end mt-nber
f ■ of tab ■rltish Covaohlst Tarty, sunpoctod of tome an agent for the 7l4*d

’ Intcr.nationbl in Chine.
'• : . . ■ I
- 3. Ga 15 June 1931, i tlairo NOVLENS, with aliases, »ac arrested by tho

KtiWih«i CunlclpAi follow on charges of aspiertvs ir. be.nslf of the Third 
. . international. ISAACS oecaae tha ^ham nai vacrilsry of tha Couita ’nt^= 
ycinatio.-ale ."oor la iefsnao da Caul at Otrtr-jdo .3Q«af a coswltiao

• ■ forced to aid the NOULENSa in their defense erainat charges of eaylonaga 
preferred by the Cnlnaee jovemnent. Cur files reflect that VAa'S wap 

>—<in aorreapon-iotxo slth;: 1111 ^0. 7..’j’gcE&, the 'reuioent of tha Conoittee 
.jV' with headquarters in i;>rlic. ■-Z 'K’..;;8£j?G-an active agent in damruay

C" for the Third Iiit-.rn»ticaal. ISAACS is. tlao xnunh to hove ,bee&4.n confcael 
_ »lth fegneo SMEGbEI in Chaa^-hil at this ttao.-»»^

4. Co 29 .'Oguct 1932, ISa<..; ^a?.-. .utlco to the *.aerlc^fi3wisulAte 
iienoral In ;»haaytiRl of hlo ^nten<:en sarrl»ca toG- lea) VltHarTiOgM <’S, *a 
moriMa citiaea corn; 10_<uaa.4.31D.ia..5«« .latfc..-llyfc?ne«

'"a arrived is\Chaa£ftai a» ^f> Auyust i932 froa Vancouver, Canale, aboard the
- :"7''i.n. “kq-rproao of A81a% an.laea Liv ;o-session of Aaerlc&n passport 33 2 046

la cued Ln ;Ven fork on :14 lliy 19 JI. ’ho aoddiii;; nas hold on K optcsLe?



«•

• SECRET

hsjo boir. c.'-.uccletl attfj -ot smiot activUkaa in the United Xalo.i and 
'Juro. -orro ;>r>ar..:e:ica bo tn on and .1*® prior to iheir
aurrla^v, .oolcat«e that ihry ^cr« both aj^p-itsatic to bs*^
coo iud-id b, the. '.«.*aunlai« tn t.lrtk. Qn i : >o rsiU'e.r VQ2, 4M tx. &8 
wae entraatod by L’r. ^acar . Unu 1 Kr . j'ths w dateaue ettarav, 
with teach;.)" the n.jjixh im^-asge tno four-ya^r dd?
san.of i.liairt «»d'^eriruae JMK.. 4S» i

. r. ■ ■

J. ■'-■» 4 April 1936, L'-A t enter the; psouCuyya of. UD .9E& uu-llahod aa
article in ths >’e» -'UI Iva nt. pr^an of the ocl.nl lit crtira' .art; In .
Neu lorir, entill.J 'Itai lit ern letty tp -abracc hlan£ r&l-ahek —- 
vffer *«<1 »rv In Return for 'esurrectlon cJ ths Usasiryoa 19^7 Xo=.° 
It io botlovei that 1-a.'.‘-. later Joined ths : oar th nitarnot ionol, or^onistA

Trotokj ouWe.juQiit to the Inttar'a ojtlls froa <uoala,

6, luring '©rid -nr IJ LMiiC;. us.» »*r ccrrasp->n:ent for 
in China. In Jul/ 1945 he >•■*« refused entry into China by ..'hbieou 

■Kul tonal is t outtwritiRB, preouaat>lj aa a result of antl^'All anaXial 
articles arlttaa by tor ap»ay-ek.

7, Par old ''obert I.A.XJ Is currently ~pc,alal reaturoa Tdltor for ‘

1%-'.’■est 4*nd ..ireot, Non Tofk, zleo York; la tho author of eovafal 
booxp, Uolud;^ J>£2e Jn and The _£&£££ 21 1M Silmi laialJlWa’ 

currant poll ileal bsliafo are unk :oaa io thia -^anajr.

B. bhuuld tiAai’f. least* t~-l» aaunlT?, this irancy aonld appreciate bsin£ 
advised of hie tiktonc»J destlr.allpn, date uf departure and any other
perl Ineat details.

Ao?f.AT A* ‘VJt'J? ' ,j
Assistant rector

B9 deooral bureau of >r.voatig>tloa

ttasj^jCOFr
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01 FIU NO.

PERTINENT information

I Para. 17 u
I Harold ‘obert Isaacs was born in New Y rk City on 3 Sept. 1910 arid held 

I- USA passport 177026. He was the editor and Publisher of the China Forumi’a Shanghai 

I Cocsronist periodical first published in 1932: the secretary of the Nuolens

I Defense Conan!ttee; a member of the Shahghai branch of gociety of Friends of the 

I USSR and of China league for Civil Rights. He arrived in Shanghai frem Manila 

I in Dec. ^930 and worked for Shanghai Evening Post and Mercury, swithing after 

I a few weeks to the China Press ehere he was employed until ,931 (May). In June

| 1931 Isaacs took a trip up the Yangtze with \ Erank Glass, a British Communist

I and suspected Third international agent. A lasttkax k letter wiritten by Isaacs 

I to his fiance, Viola Robinson stated that he was turning "Red" as a result of 

I conversations with GLASS. Ather atatecents indicated athat Miss ^obinson an

feerican then in Germany, was an active member of the, cannunits Party. Isaacs used 

■ the pseudonym of Lo Sen and published in the Mew Mi litantp organ of the New York

Diet. Workers Party, an attack on Stalin entitled Stalinterh Ready to Elnbrace 

Chiang Kai shek. ^n 1949 Isaacs was in the employ of the TAmerican magazine 

NEKSKE2K, New York City, as special projects editor. • '
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^TIAL

VSST 404-A 
strat^IiIO oci/ros untT

BAT A11 A, J MA

RETCH? NO» ZB-10
.5/W

RETORT DATE1 8 Doc 45

40 . I CAPT. BUJiWKLL, ATTN I LT BARNETTS IKFC DATE « 7 Dec 45
FRCX » -—. (JOB/LL KC. P^ ’l .a

SUBJECT! ICTER’/IXT BSTJXES XR. HAROLD ISAACS, 
r^..C:'A3L^S TA'^U, AND NR. DI AH.

SOURCES.: Mr. Harold leaaca. correspondent for Newswook magazine;
Mr.' Carlea Ta:bu> Malaya.born Tanii, forrorly employed 

on Singapore newspapers, nowscaator for Singapore 
radio,-Engllsh.iepoakln^,a.-mouncor on .UatavR, Radio 
during occupation, and presently editor of-newspaper 
Independent, .

— Hr; Dian, editor of Rerdeka, nationalist newspaper,. Batavia.

EVALUATION« 3-3, except as noted.

».' The subject Interview waa held at the request of ?r. Isaacs
s In line with Ela desire to talk with leading figures of Indonesian 
M nationalist movement who held no official government position.

CT~.C"LATION CP KT-lDg-A

Asked about present circulation of XEROEKA, Mr. Diab replied 
with the following; ME-. DEX A is tho largest 'Indonesian newspaper on 
the island of Java. At present it la printed only in Batavia, with 
a dally . total circulation of about 1.3,000 copies. Of this number, 
approximately 6,020 copies arc cent cut of tho city by train to 
Bandoeng, Soorakarta, and Djokjakarta, leaving a Batavia circulation. 

■ of between 1C.,JWC ar.iT 14,COC copies. Source expressed the.opinion, 
that while iEe Indonesian population of Batavia Is in the neighborhood 
of 5OO,GOO persons, the literacy rate Is porhaps only twenty percent 
of this fl^jre. Tiub, to admitted, XLMDLiA Is probably reaching less 
than four percent of the total Indonesian population of Batavia, 
despite the fact that Batavia Is probably tho sost literate area on 
the Island of Java because of cproehtratldh here of all the jovern- 
sontal functions, prewqr and present..

When questioned as t? why, hl a circulation was so inconsistent 
with the-potential renting population, source replied that ho was 
handicapped by lack of pn/.-or. <-.e expressed the opinion that a 
circulation of 5?,000 would he assured, and a alrculf.t.lon of no high 
as 100,000 possible, were sufficient na;xir a/alIable. At the present
rate of o'"ouDpttoh 
from prewar at :cka

, he ostlsates f at sjfflclo-t 
to c-'Atlnue publication of »-'E<

(1)

nat'er la an band

2AM/77
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On Dsoosbor 7, 194% ths ! K*.3i^A press cosroncod rublidatlon of 
a dally English language newspaper entitled I^JEri.. O2?MT» Tho 
easthoad cf thio paper etetes also that It incorporates the INXN'ESIAN 
SEWS WJLLKTTN« a rorber En^Hoh language newspaper published by

> ANTAKA news agency.

' The tiOEhFXD'aT is at oroBont being edited by Mr. Ta^bu, with
Boae assistance. fro a Mr. Dlah, and usina the papor an? facilities 
of meideka. •

The first Issue of iwoir^NBE^T was remarkable only for its 
j- ■ cllscusolon of local affairs, only two articles

haring anythin-W-atB"'ovor to do with Java. Questioned about this, 
Tamba admitted that, while 'his ultimate. aabltlon was to roach foreign 

i and troop (Brlti st:) readers, h«VM heel tar.t about entering boad iOhg ■ 
into- disouasia-) of local affaire ,and‘ the j'atlo-ialist cause,' beoause, 

' (0*3), the British are 'unfavorably disposed towards. •'•■Ell OSKA already,
and would.yse his venture .as an excuse to confiscate the entire 
prin ting plant, wore he too openly parti san in ids early Issues. 
Within a week cr two ho topos to bo secure 'enough In hie position to 
fltart laying soro stress bn local news ana odltcrlnls.

The first issue of T?’‘OE?1S?/D£i-'T was printed in A00 copies', nost 
of which/wore given away, although tho stated price is 1 Japanese 
guilder tho copy.



2? March 1945

To: Lieutenant Colonel ROCiH A. PFAFF ’l
From: John I. Coddington

Subject: HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS

Mr. GEOjJGE N. KATES of 0&3, n&A, has juat returned to the United -Hates 

from Chungking. He reached Washington yesterday. He claims to have known 

HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS quite well in Chungking, and has the following observations 

Ito make concerning Mr. ISAACS:

HAROLD ROBERT .ISAACS is about 35 years of age. Ho attended Columbia

s ■ University, and received tho degree of A.B. there in 1930. He is tho son of 
f ;
| an orthodox Jewish merchant, who is very wealthy, and who has always supported 

£ HAROLD, even though he did not approve of the radical views that HAROLD expressed 

in the 1930’s. i

HAROLD went to China innedlately after graduation from Columbia, partly, 

atleaet/ out of a desire to see strange partis of the world and to experience 

"adventure." He went out by way of Hawaii, and stowed away for part of the 

voyage. — either between San Francisco arid Honolulu, or between Honolulu and ' 

' Shanghai — Mr. KATES does not remember which. Anyway, thia was part of the 

"adventure."'

In China, HAROLD met a South African named FRANK GLASS, who was an "intellectual" 

and a very Interesting person. GLASS was a Leftist, but not at all a Coianunist. j 

HAROLD took a trip up the Yangtse with GLASS in 1930 or 1931. At about this time, i 

HAROLD became a convert to Trotskyism, partly, at least, under GLASS’S influence. 

He felt that "suffering humanity’' required a "revolution" to set things straight. 

Conzainism was too organized, and HAROLD was a complete individualist, and reacted 

strongly against the organizational set-up of Communism, and so espoused Trotskyism^ 
i ' . . i :

He returned to Shanghai from the western part of China, and went to work for



EAECLD ROBERT LLsACS, continued

TiS HA'/AS News Agency, j Shortly after this, in Shanghai, he tarried VIOLA ROBINSON, 

who.was, like HAHCLO, a wide-eyed intellectual. This marriage probably’ took place 

in 1932. VIOLA was a great friend of AGiiES SIGDLEY, the author of the Battle Hymn 

of China and of other books dealing with the Chinese Revolution.

An organisation called the Ohira League for Civil Rights was forced about 

.1932. YANG CH’IJJi was the head of this for Central China, and Dr. HU SHIH (later 

Chinese Ambassador to Washington) was the head of it for North China. YANG was at 

that tins Secretary-General, of the Academia Sinica. YANG was soon assassinated 

by the Blue Shirts (at that time CHIANG KAI-SJIEK’s bodyguard). HAROLD ISAACS had 

been an enthusiastic member of the China League for Civil Rights, and in the

-. - “ atmosphere of turmoil, after the killing of YANG, when all leftists were under 

attack by the Kuomintang, HAROLD became the editor and publisher of the China Forum, 

‘ a magazine that published a number cf controversial articles. The magazine was 

protected by the fact that the editor was an American, and therefore had extra

territorial rights. Yet the magazine was regarded as a "thorn in the flesh" by Hr. 

CUNNIJKUAy, who was at that time American Consul-General in Shanghai. There were 

various controversies —the printing shop was broken up by Kuomintang strong-arm 

nan; the nails were refused to the sagasine; but he continued publication for some 

time, and snuggled the copies out to the subscribers.

In 1933or 1934, ISAACS bad a fight with AGNES SiGDLSY. It was an ideological 

fight, and therefore especially bitter. ISAACS and his wife left Shanghai after 

this, and moved to Peking. There he acquired a Chinese translator named LIU, and 

there he .settled down to write his bock, The Tragddy of the Chinese Revolution. 

This book “nails the Stalinists to the mast" and shows that they were messing 

around with a situation in China which they did not understand. Very many people 

who have read the book consider it excellent.
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i • . .

The book was completed, and ISAACS and his wife returned to the United States 

about April or Kay 1935. Immediately after thia, ISAACS node a papid trip to 

Oslo, Norway, to see his hero, LEON TROTSKY, who was Jiving there at that time. 

It was on this occasion that he must have undertaken to translate TROTSKY’S book, 1
: Whither France ? ISAACS then returned to New York, and went to work for the 

HAVAS News Agency once more. . _..................... . ~

At some time in the late 193O’s, he became ihteredted in New York politics, 

and he worked hard for NORMAN TOOMAS.
1 i : - • 1 ■ -

By 1940, however; he became disgusted with Hew York politics, and became

interested in the war, and ih'Jbourgeois life." He and his wife had a baby at 

about this time (their first), and ISAACS found he could write radio scripts and 

get good money fop them. Up to 1940, he had been living chiefly off his father, 

but from 1940 on, he began to sake money. In 1942, he did a "Report to the Nation11 

for CBS. ■

Soon after this, he joined the Staff of News-Week, and in 1944 was sent to Chungking 

by that nagazine. There must have been a certain amount of trouble in convincing 

the Chinese Central Government that ISAACS had really changed since the old days 

in Shanghai; but this convicatibn was evidently accdiqUished, or ISAACS would not 

have received permission from the Chinese Government to go to China.

ISAACS ie a very smart ran indeed. He knows a lot-about China, and he knows a 

lot about people in general; Moreover, he is a great deal "smoother" and more 

diplomatic now than he was ten years ago.



13 March 1945

To: Lieutenant Colonel RCGtR A. PFAFF ...

from: John I. Coddington &•

Subject: HAROLD ROBERT ISAACS

' w
HAKJLD ROBERT ISAACS io now tlje correspondent of Newsweek cagaaine in

China. His headquarters are in Chungking, but he evidently travels to Kunming, 

Kweiyang, and other places in the course of his duties. He seems to have arrived 

inzChina in his present capacity.during the sunsner of 1944, probably in July.

Subject was born in 1910, and is a member of a wealthy family. He became 

a firmly convinced Trotskyist in his youth, and remained one till the time of 

PearlHarbor. He is now regarded as a renegade by his former Trotskyist colleagues, 

because he has disavowed the principles of world revolution, turned away from 

Trotsky’s teachings, and since 1939 has been writing patriotic propaganda for the 

United States Government.

He went to China about 1930, and wrote two books dealing with Chinese 

politics, Five Years of Kuomintang Reaction (1932), and The Tragedy of the Chinese 

Revolution (1933). Bot^ of these volumes expressed the author’s Trotskyist 

point of view. The first was published inShanghai,.and ths second in London. 

Neither was ever published in the United States, and ISAACS said that the 

Stalinist Cowunista were so powerful in this country that they were able to 

prevent the publication of the Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution here. This 

book received high praise from many serious students of Far Eastern affaire, 

including GiP. Hudson; Fellow of All Souls College at Oxford, and author of. 

The Far East in World Politics, who said that ISAACS’ book wqs the beet one ever 

written on the Chinese Revolution. Hudson is now an official of the British 

Ministry of Information.

ISAACS* ncn-Connunist and non-Trotskyist friends say that even during the

Enrols R
obert
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HAR01.D ROBfflT ISAACS, continued.

height of his’Trotskyist career, ISAACS never accepted money from the group. He 

was always open and above-board, and never engaged in any conspiracies to overthrow 

established government. He was attracted to the movement, thty say, by sheer 

idealism. ————

For a time in China, ISAACS lived with Tillman DURDIN, the China correspondent ' 

of the New York Times; who was then the managing editor of the China Press.. ISAACS 

returned to the United States in the late 1930's, and was for a tins employed by 

the havas News Agency, until tho fall of France in 1940. In 1943, he was employed : 

by Newsweek nagaaine.in Washington, D.C., and resided at 4938 Newport Avenue, 

Freiddship Heights. __------- ------ ’

Publications

(a) Books

Five Years of Kuomintang Reaction (Shanghai, China Forum Publishing Co., 
1932), 136 pp. Library cf Congress Call Nd.: DS 777.47.C45

The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution (London, Seeker & Warburg, 1938) 
501 pp. Library of Congress Call No.: DS 774.17

(b) Translations

__ - Lev Trotskii (Leon Trotsky), ?/hither France, translated by John G. Wright 
and.Harold R. Isaacs. (New York, Pioneer Publishers, 1936). Library of 
Congress Call No.: DC 398.T7

■ (°) Articles in Periodicals 

"Perspectives of the Chinese Revolution: a Marxist View," Pacific Affairs, 
vol, 8, pp. 269-283, Sept. 1935. ' ~

"Job by Experts," Newsweek, p. 30, 7 Aug. 1944. 

"Surprising the Japs," Newsweek, pp. 35-36, 7 Aug. 1944. 

"Blearing the Top," Newsweek, pp. 45-6, 4 Sept. 1944. 

"Last night in Kweilin," Newsweek, pp. 31-32, 25 Sept, 1944.



HAWLD HORSK? ISAACS, continued
i

“One Man's Fight against Corruption: 
Newsweek, p. 44, 13 Nov. 1944

the Story behind tho Stilwell Incident," 
I .

"Troupers of the CBI," tiewsweek, p. 100,13 Nov. 1944

Ignorant Men and Modern Weapons: Inside Story of the Chinese Arnor," Newsweek,
Pi 44, 20 Nov. 1944

"Death for Kweiyarig," Newsweek, p* 36, 16 Dec. 1944

"Dorn of the Salween,” Newsweek, pp. 26-27, I Jan. 1944 - > -
"First Truck to Kunming," Newsweek, p. 34, 29 Jan. 1945

"Ting Hao: Shouts of Nalcone met First Convoy to Kunming," Newsweek, pp. 35-36, 
' 12 Feb. 1945 I '

- I ' ■

■ i ■ ’
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CONFIDENTIAL .
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
630 FIFTH AVENUE/ 

NEW YORK 20. N.Y.

10 March 1945

To . Major General Willlaa J Donovan

Proa John C Hughes

Subject Harold R Isaacs

Pursuant to dur telephone conversation, I asked 

.Mr DoVecchl of this office to check with Alan Grover, Vice 

President of "Tine and Life". One of tho men with whoa 

Grover works very closely knows Isaacs intimately. In 

this man’s opinion, Issacs is-a very solid and substan

tial citizen, knowledgable, hard working and an able cor

respondent of good character. He states that he has re

cently had occasion to communicate with Isaacs and that his 

address 1st

Harold R Isaacs ... 
War Correspondent 

' / . ’ ;.■ ■ ■■• • U.S.P. CT ■ .....
APO 627 
c/o Postmaster, New York
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
630 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK 20, N.Y. s'

''J)

March. 9, 1945

Alan Grover, Vice-President of TIME, LIFE,' i
at rry rccruest checked with one of the men .in his or- J
ganination who knows .Harold R. Isaacs . personally. ;

He told Mr. Grover that Mr. Isaacs, in his j
opinion, is a very solid and substantial citizen, I
knowledgeble, hard working, good character, and an ;
able corresjjondcnt. , . J

Mr. Isaacs can be reached at the following - :
address: . ;

' Harold r. Isaacs ■’ ' ' ' ■ -
Ear Correspondent
U.S.F. CT . - j-
APO 6i7 :
c/o Postmaster New York, N.Y; [

/f
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PERTINENT INFORMATION

, THE NORTH-CHINA Daily KBMS Saturday 6 July 35

Jfc—Harold R. loaaca, an American and Publisher of the communist Publication 
"China Forufaffi iuaji Haueh editor of the Chinese section, of the "China Forum,
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VICTOR MJSSIK’s vlait to AM0T.

9. ANALYST 0. DATf FROCESSCO

JEP______________________ f3 Dec. 63
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U« CHOSl htrCRfltO TO THIS FILE 
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PERTINENT INFORMATION

w auya» sra^.’sa^s teslas &X1-®
J ananas a authorities, therefore, request for infc regarding the movements of Victor 
Nussik during the afore mentioned period Ao, ascertain if Ho actually visited amoy during 
this period
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The second incidedb was seen in thia entry by persons unknown on the night.

of November 14 of premises of the Lev el Printing Co., incorporated in New York 

printers and publisher of the "China Forum" a. bi -lingualmagasine under the d± editcr- 

ohip of an American named Harold R. Isaacs, which has dicided camunistic- ~

ejimpathies
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RI FILE NO. CHINA- JIN-OP-
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4- DATS
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The transportation of the ChinaRonan has alreadybeen prohibited by the Nanking Govt, 
because the magazine had been publishing propaganda for the reds as well as attacks 
on the National bovt, that the publisher being an American citized named Isaac the 
measures taken against the peper had no effect. This time a strong protest will bw 
lodged with the American Consulate agaisst Isaac. :
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. among the correspondents listed, one H.R.ISAACS (Americanjaddress509 JXbanldaentApart- 
merits. Repr. of the HAVAS News Agency. ' ' ' ' < '

• •’ ■ ■ •.. . ■ ■ - • • • ■ ‘
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Copy of report by D. S« FITTS
। Copy of China.Workers’ Correspondence^
1. Addressed to Harold R. Isaacs

f.
*1 FILE NO. CHINA ia on

1. dispatch op souaci doc. symbol mo.

SMPD 2713 BOX-179
4. PATt
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- PERTINENT INFORMATION

This document contains numerous references to Haaold R, Isaacs and his wife. For fUrth r 
information ths interested parties are requested to see the document itself due to . . 

bulky nature the poor quality of paper repdrduction is virtually impossible.
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NEW TORKVKATION"
t. 
ri rue ko. CHINA- CIA-OP-

wltmew Q« $3v«.c >Q€. hw-

SMPD AOU 17 Sept 32
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3 - Dec . 63 .
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. PERTINENT INFORMATION -

In continuation of a previous report on the subject oftheNew York "Nation", I ha- e
to state that further efforts to pu rchase this publication have proved successful, 
and I attach herewith three copies, respectively dated July 6, Aug. 10 and Aug. 24,1932.

Frcsn a cusory perusualof these editions, the "Nation’s political policy appears 
to bd a socialistic nature, openly professing oppositon to the Republican and Democratic 
ioctrihes prevailing throughout the United Saia States, and advocating support for the 
Socialist Party’s iatast candidate—Norman Thomas at the forth coming Presidetial 
elections. ------- -—--------

Further articles appearing in these editions are nothing more nor less that scurrii 
attacks onthe Republican President of The USA.-Herbert'Hoover.

H 5. Ts.nar a mail S nr list has been carefully persudd,but no mention is made 
of the "Nation" or any of the Poeple connected witt» it. • ■ r ~ . -

OUS.
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* during the Sunsner of1932 Mirray is known to have been associated With the following 
local connunist sympathisers: H.IU ISAACS.
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KXTRACT 7X0M THE SO I^gHKATlCHAL - CCT CH SR 1934
TS :

I Break with th a Chinese Stalinists

■ To the Central Coanitteo of the Chinese Coswunist Party: 
7 The two-year period of ay extra-organ izational collaboration

• . . ~ wi th the Chinese Comunis’t party has ooioe to an- end and .
... the. China Forum wnlch I founded and edited during that time 

. i has be on forced to suspend publication, in the.interest '
of our whole movement as well as inmy personal interest^ . 
I consider it necessary. to record here and publish the

■ “ 7 ; ' history of the China Porum' and the circumstances of its
. ' suspension..... ........ <- . . . .
■ • : - ■ ■ ' ■ XXXXX ■- . . . . ‘ .

■ Pros’ almost the vary toginn Ing of my acts re woA - •
.. . which I date from the time I be-:an reporting events in

- ' China Ins communist way - a number pf questions presented
themselves to ms In Increasingly forcible form. These

- . arose originally from.ray discovery of the gross distortions
■7-: -— and exA^-eratldne which I found to be characteristic cf. ..

--------- conrnunla. propaganda in China and abroad. I define pro
............. pagan daae the skillful, dear, accurate and wholly truthful 

reporting of the fact’s linked to an incisive, purposive .
. interpretation and a plan of action for dealing with ths

facts in a revolutionary way. I .Ismed this from the life 
and work of Lenin and his Bolohcvi.1: comrades uhb taught

. us that the truth comes from the masses themselves and that
only disaster can result from telling them lies. I have 
never learned totho contrary tnat it was my revolutionary 

. duty to work in any other way, although I soon found that
• the pre sent-day .Communiot party press, makes a practise of

■ . . distinguishing between propaganda and truth.
' ■ Examples of exaggeration anddlstortlon most sriklng

.. , to me were naturally those whi ch: applied to China, because
here I could check allegations, with known facts.. I first 

■ : wrote these down to the 'ignorance or incapacity of Indi-
■ vl duals. I felt that communist editorc abate z-uld ' '

. put11th accurate facta about China If they could get them.
__  ....... Accorilfng.ly wi th a-f ri end I triea to set up an independent .

. mail news service and sent weekly bullctins to papers-all ;
. . . over the world giving brief, eharp, factual, accounts of

. . what was going on. This was In the fall of 1931 after my
return from the area cf the great Central China floods of 
that susser. I scarcely understood then why this service 

' failed to secure any response from the coiwnanist press, .■
. abroad. After about three mon the I tad to suspend It for ' 

lack cf support. It simply aidrJt get published except ’’ 
. in a few. organs which were not official Coemunldt party 

papers, including, the Saw York Militant. 7 " '
. ' It wasn't long before I began to perceive, with a
■ deeper etudy of international events and the history cf

, the Chinese revolution, that a consistent thread ran 
through the distortions and exaggerations vl.lch I found 
not only In. brief casual reports of current events but 
in the solessi pronuncl omen toes mads by delegatee before 
plenums of the K.C.C.I, I discovered that these derurtures 
from the truth were made noceseary by the official premise 
that over since.the catastrophe of 1917 a mighty, upeur- 

' glng revo.l ut lonary xovcr.er.t baa been marching forward in
' China tc the very brink of seizure of power under the

• leadorohlp of the Chlneao Communist party. I discovered
that these exaggerations were necessary because the premies 
was false and along with it all the taele tonetc of the
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\palttics being pursued by the Commur. I ot International 
• and the Coanxmlet party in China. I cannot begin here

to give a oummary of ootid of these diotortl ono (which’ 
I ,/eioally. cited co you by the dozen), ranging from 
particular incidents (tho wilfully false picture given 

i of the cotton mill strike in Shanghai, in January 1932, 
I oven to the point of tfano.osing it to Februaty to 

heighten the ikpfeeslon given of the workers’ role In 
the Shanghai war) to high-flown generalizations like 

-the statement recently made before trie jlanum of the 
B.C.C.I. that the C.C.P, hao *won over the .tnjority 
of the Chinese working olaae and the peasantry*..........

! in denying the prewdn’oe of a eight revolutionary
upsurge (i.e.. a vast organized march toward the-eel- 
sure of power); I reBppot Mots made still clearer 
perhaps when compared to the facts and figured of the 
monster mass movements of the 1925-27 period. The 

i tragic errors of the communist leadership in 1927. were 
I primarily reaponelblo for the decapitation of that 
i great movement and because no lessons have been drawn 

............ | from the«o events to thio very day, these errors, 
mohstrouslytaccumulated, are still responsible for tne' 

j tragedies of today. But for the purposes of our com- 
I parison here, let us take for example the aimgle'fact 
{ that in 1926 in Sreater Shanghai, there were 257 strikes. 

In 1932 there were 82. Let us remember that on the eve 
' at the workers’ seizure of power in Shanghai in March, 

1927,; there were more than 800,000 workers, handicrafts
men and petty traders out on the streets fighting with 
arms in hands for demands of a far-reaching political 
character; A close oheok for the entire country in 
the latter half of 1933 showed mo that less than one- 
thirtieth of that number wore engaged in strikes and 
other disputes during any given month and that almost 
invariably the demands were defensive demands against 
wage cute and lookouts,. Moreover, t.ie lack of cohee 
slvo leadership j often in departments of the same 
factory or in one or more of a group of factories r ■ ■ 
or even sems times lack of e ven the most elementary 
organization ? has in almost every case led to deadening 
failure.and relatively easy betrayal by the yellow 
•lator leaders* and ^mediators* of the Kuo Uin Tang. In’ 
1925 the shooting of .thirteen students by British 
police in Shanghai w^o tho touch-off for a general 

. strike which paralyzed tne city and Mitch was seconded 
by vast sympathy st rlkes which broke’ like a series of 
tidal waves over the entire country.. In January 1932, 
when the Japanese-imperial lots used the Shanghai 
International Settlement as a base for operations 
which coat the lives of tens of thousands of Chinese, 
not a single strike Interrupted the normal course of - 
the public or other services in’that, settlement.. In 
the factories there were no strikes but a large scale 
lockout to which the overwhelming Majority of Shanghai’s' 
workers submitted without protest....

In the ease of the widespread but isolated and 
individual oaeee of peasant uprisings, and this includes 
the Red armies in Kiangs!, these struggles await the 
leadership of a strong working class movement before 
they can have a success C-sL. issue. Tns Red armies in 
tnsir restricted and surrounded areas and with their 
meagre resources bars fought heroically against the 
Kuomintang attacks upon tne n. But. until tho Kuo Mln 
Tang is shaken from Ito bulwarks in tbs imperialist- 
controlled working class centers, their praopoct 
of revolutionary triumph remains necessarily dim. 
Ro revolutionary purpose Is sowed by taking refuge 
In tho fiction- that thebe armlea hare proletarian 
leadership'because individual iibrka.ro, undoubtedly



loaders of superior quality and courage, have been torn 
.from their factories a-d from tr.n r fellow workers and 
sent com to occupy key positions in tne Red urny als- 

. trf.cte and in the Red armies theabelees. Indueu, thia 
common practise" of extracting ths.most conscious and pro* 
greesire working class elements from their working class . 
environment and sending then down tc the Red districts is 
agocd index to the criminal transposition of emphasis 
which has helped paralyze tne working class movement in 

. the. cities. If* tho flilte terror doesn't, carry off tho 
’ workers’ lenders as. they arise, the C.P. does and has 
. done so' in hundreds of cases. This helps In no small 

part to explain why i t has al eo been impossible to mobi- 
llzca genuine mass anti-Japanese movement in the face ot 
military aggression and why the .'Shite terror of the Kuo 
Min tang has succeeded, by filling mass graves and in
numerable prisons with the martyred dead and- living, in 
downing ths anti-imperialist movement or efforts toward ' 
the organization of such a movement and pavlr.g ths. way 
for the ever-lnoreavlng ehcroachments .of the Imperialists..

■ The party has het.yet gripped and directed ths dc<p u.td 
bitter and often Inarticulate hatred of the masses of 
the people for their oppressors and this includes large 
sections of the lower potty bourgeoisie who could be won 
by successful mass pressure from below. This io because 
they party has failed to transiatp^ha realities of every
day events Into Its program and tactics..,..

X X X X X
But precisely because ut all costs 1 desired to 

carry on the For,on’s'open struggle against the comon 
enemy - against the Kuo Mln Tang and the imperialists - 
I sedulously avoided bringing these issues into the 
columns of the paper, increasingly against my better 
Judgment. ‘I leased over far backward In this respect. 
This expressed Itself In many of tho current Isbueu with 
which we had to deal.

I ask you to recall the whole uphill fight which the 
Porum waged on behalf of Paul and Gorturd Ruegg in the 
spring and summer of 1932 during, which time I repeatedly 
warned against the emphasis vt: ich was being placed on the 

■ •legal", aspects of tho case and.the "negotiations" with. 
-• the Kuo Min Tang to the detriment of mass pressure and’ 
- the capitalization of tho case for political purposes. 

You paid lip. service to the need for mass pressure - 
particularly here in China - but in fact the "legalities" 

. and futile negot iatipns 'remai red the major pillars of 
the defense. Until- in the very, end I finally rebelled, 
I wasn’t even permitted to give Ruegg his honorable and 
rightful title - secretary of the Jan-Pacific Trade Union 
Secreta^riat! Yet although I felt the struggle for the 
Ruegge was being eeri uely handicapped by tho tactics 
being-pursued, I carried on the fight with all the energy 
at my co scan d and. you will recall that it was I who created 
the local defense .conxnlttee and was chiefly responsible 
for the widespread press propaganda campaign and the 

-considerable sympathy wnich we aroused. Yet tho strictly 
non-poiitical attitude which Ruegg was forced to assume 
•at "the trial (in contrast to the highly political attitude 
of hie prosecutero!) was in my opinion one of the major 
reasons for. the fate to which he 'and his wife were condemned 

I ask you to recall the «hole period of the organi
zation and activities of the China League for Civil Kights, 
from December 1932 tc June 1933, in which I tock an active, 
part, I gave full play to this hybrid League brtl its 
«>rk without once publishing tho basic criticisms wr.icii 
I often voiced to you and wr.loh in the end were wholly 
confirmed by what happened after the Kuo MinTang murdered 
Yang Chien in June that year. I ask you to recall the 
views I set forth in August and September 1923. on the
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5Ubje'0t"df’ the*'Anti-'•'ar Congress" which at your 
specific request Id id not publish. Instead, tc my 
regret, I published the fcul rot of Hurley A Co. 
without freely gl vlf.g play to the true facte/about 
that farcical. Junket which had convinced me that the 
policies which gave It birth do not one single whit 
advance the international struggle against imperialist 
war.

Oh one occasion - and this at least I can take 
comfort in - I passively resisted, when you requested 

. me to write and publish a slan.deroue attack on Chen 
Du Helu when he was cunde.med'.to 13 years impria ament 
by the Kuo Kin Tang. Your request was specific. I 
was not to deal with the Issues which had brought 
Chen Du Helu from being the leader oftheC.P. In 1927 
to being leader of ths Chinseo Opposition in 1933. I ■ 
was' only to string together a vile series of labels 
in an effort .to explain Ay the Kuo Uin Tang, even 
Impel&jnod the leader cf the..-left Opposition. As 
you know, that attack was never written or published.

. Again in December 1933, upon my return from 
Fukien, you-opecifically demanded that I ret aside 
the. results of my own personal in vestigati one. in 
Foochow in order to write on your behalf (but over 
my. signature!) an utterly baselosi.and slanderous 
attack on the'Left Opposition. You win recall that 
you charged at that time that the "Trotskyists" were 
prominently identified with the new government set 
up in Fukien by Chen Ming-shu and Tsai Ting-kai. You 
lumped the Left Opposition with the Third Party and 
the sooalled Social Democrats among the petty bourgeois 
satellites of the Fukien militarists. It was as much 
to satisfy myself on this very point.as to perform a - 
mission for you, that I went down to Foochow and 
spent two weeks there and learned through direct con
tact .with dozens of people prominently concerned that 
the. Lef t'Opposi tion was* stoutly and clearly opposed 
to the Foochow regime. I haven’t place here to dis
cuss the relations of the C.P, to the thort-llved ■ 
Fukien government or the character of the "negotia
tions* which were'going on down there. -The importunt;... 
thing here ,is that on =y return you demanded that-I 
write slanders which flew in the face of everything 
I myeelf bad learned. It is interesting, as a side
light on your methods in factional strife as you 
concel ve it, that your representative in Foochow sent 
back a report; through me, ironically enough, that 
one of themost prominent cf the youthful pseudo- 
radicals in Foochow, Fu Cui-yuen to- be exact, was a 
leading "Trotskyist", It so happened that I had met 
and had several lengthy interviews with #U and-by 
the time .1 left Foochow I understood his position and 
hie personality exceedingly well. He was as mudh a 
Trotskyist as Mel Lan-fang is! Yet you actually 
demanded that I Ignore my own knowledge of the mtn 
and in ay article on Fukien set him down as a 
"Trotskyist". .1 was faced on the one hand by your 
demands that I write falsehoods to suit your policies 
and on ths othe.r by ay deep desire to set forth the 
actual facte about the Opposition’s attitude toward 
the Fukien regime. But once more, to preserve the 
shreds of our relationship, I drove a middle course 
and did neither, leavirg tho Acle question out of 
my artl ole.
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HeverV.elees, obrurtlv in January -.f this year you 
firced an ultimatum upon me and subset Ji-nUy forced the 
break in our relationship because 1 could not and would 
not, at your demand, dsvc'ite the China Forum tc policies 
which I could not a.-.d do not. believe compatible with the . 
interests of the Chinese revolution and the international 

, proletarian revolution. I could nut, at your denund, 
set aside the convictions to which I had literally been 
.driven by the etinging lash of catastrophic events In 
China, Germany and Vths world oyer. Particularly ray deep 

. Interest in Chinese events during ths last three years 
made it impossible for me; finally, to : ve active sup
port to policies and tactics 4iose disastrouo effects 
wars being a thousandfold confirmed for to by tha tragic 
events, of every pwlftly-passing day^ I could not ignore 
questions which strike at the roots of our work and ths 
whole structure of our hopes for a revolutionary future/ 

Despite the fact that these questions are rocking 
tiie entire Intcrnr-tibnal today, you denied my riyht to 
raise thorn in print, You demndud more. You demanded 
that I attack anybody who eld so - primarily the pa.le 

j you ball •counter-revolutionary Trotckylsts* - the. only 
I people vtio are facing these problems today in. a fearless, 
^revolutionary way ! You demanded that the China Forum ' 

become a stereotype for the policies and vulgar factional 
Slanders which 1 could neither then 'nor now be party-to. 
In reply to thy questions onChina you dimply quoted back 
at me the 11 op arid half-lie's I've been so used to reading 
In Inprecorr. You even declared; ’’For propaganda purposes 
a certain amount of exaggeration is hepessary.,.. “ and 
went, oh amazingly tbieay: *t>ut we know the tilfe facts 
and be base our pollciee on them, hot on those exaggera
tions'" A new .slant on sodem-dty C.I, tac' 1 cal. Facta, 
you spy pare buxioua things. 'They have, to be turned 
around and around and arcund; and examined closely until 
their true nature becomes apparent. The trouble is you 
turn them ab far'and eo quickly that they turn into some
thing like a dizzily turning top of fancy - or at best 

■ wleh-fulf 11 ling 'misrepresentations.
To my questi ons on Germany yob quoted Heckert* 

Platr.ltsky and the B.C.C.I.'s famous resolution declare 
ing that the .collapse of the German party and the slaughter 
of the German workers were based oh the past, present and 
future correct policies of the C.P.G.i You declared I had 
ho right to offer critical cement on the dangerously 
opportunistic foreign and domestic policies of the U.S.S.R. 

. meet notably on the ently of the U.S.S.R* on a straight 
hatlohaliet basis into the disgusting corridors of-im- 
perialist intrigue. To the contrary, I was Xiyingly, 
fawningly tofoudle and hall the policies which have meant 
.disaster in Chlnai Germany and elsewhere and are rapidly- 
leading the U.S.S.R. ir.tc the vacuum of natl nalist 
isolation from the world-wide proletarian movenehtj This 
I waetodo; to begin'with, by publishing Stal in's' face 
on the front page and columns of the customary panegyrics 
to hia infallibility. Above all and before all, I was 
to take up cudgels against "counter-revolutionary 
Trotskyism*. That was to be ths main point of my re
formation - to raise no questions myself and slander any
body else who did so.

In reply to your damand that I submit to an edi tor lai 
board In order that these edit-arlal pollciee should be 
effectively put Into practise, I offered (1) to continue
publication strictly as before, meaawhile arguing out my 

ths side: (£) todifferences tri th you in dlsousaiono on 
throe tho colume of the Vona open to a general dlBcusaica

& /
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. . of all basic revoiutl cnnry uuc-. tlcno, *1 ti. f ree ploy to
unorthodox ae well us orthodox views, If your views 
were correct, I argued,'It »ould be a distinct advan
tage to you to hare such an opportunity to display their 

; brilliance alongcldo the puny efforts of your crltics;
’ (3) to publieh orthodox news and views but to reserve

for myself the right to consent and criticise.
These repeated offere you repeatedly, refu ued . You e 

; offered .to dircue's these queationo »lth me veroolly if
■ / . . In the meanwhile I threw the Porur open to your editorial

board. Uy other* properale were unthinkable! Give the 
. Porum's readers a chance to hear *counter-revclutTonary’

viewpoints ? Never that ! I could only display ay 
revolutionary parity b^ acceding to your dea-nds. W 

■ . would talk- things over, until spring, when if all went 
well (i.e, if I showed a satisfactory adaptation to

. your viewpoint). I could pack up for an educational trip 
_ ■ to the'Soviet Union tdiere I would certainly secerns con-

i. vinced of the error of mv ways. Tn other words, y<.u wanted
my signature on a promissory note with * the amount left 
blank for you to fill in. You put- this in the form of 
an ultimatum and you told me that if 1 did anything but 
accept I would forthwith enter the camp of the •counter
revolution*.

I had to refuse these terran. I had to refuse to 
lend myself to a slanderous and baseless struggle against 

f the' Internati onol Left Opposition. V had to refute to
i land space to the nausea tingly fawning praise of Stalin
; and uncritical reception of Stai inlet policies which

characterize the Communist party press the world over. 
; I had to refuse to take shelter in the cold and draughty

er'ipty spaces which stretch behind the impressive facade 
and early traditions of the Comm or. 1st International. I 
would like to go to the Soviet Union, for a visit one day - 
but I had to refuse your offer on your terms. I had to 
refuse. In short, to become a hack prostitute in the name 
of tho revolution.

In the end, too, I had to refuse to turn over to 
you the. printing plant 1 had built up wi th Oo much pain 
and struggle because I considered it not your property • 

• > but the property of the working class .covenant. Because
■ ■ I could not carry on the Porum myself, for lack of

financial resources and baciuse of heavy debts contracted, 
I disposed of the plant and turned eiery farthing of the 

i prooeec'd ovc- to wnore 1 no* consider the Vl^e interests
of our movement lie. It was with a deep and Holding.

; bitternaas that I had to see the Forum go down under the
blows of. those viaom I hod considered coaradesi, vhen for •

7= two years it had fought off all its many enemies oh the
outside.

- - Yet.with it csaa the realizati on that we have to *.
build anew over the ruins yuu have wrought. The revo
lution and the building, of our future moves forward and- 
when we trample dawn , the defenses of our enemies we shall 
crush underfoot everything and everybody that stands in 
dur way. No sycophantic, blind allegiance to a nsae, 
xn empty facade, a torn and shredded oreatige can lead 
us forward. Only unswerving fidelity to our goal and 
active struggle toward this end with the weapons of a 
correct and tested politico. line will lift as from 
defeat to ultimate victory. To this struggle I shall con
tinue to dedicate all my energies.
Peiping; China, Mav 20, 1934.

Harold R. ISAACS.
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ISAACS

1911-i936 China(DPS W6:)

UoA«aY ' \soo.cr

r• ! "Five-Year? of "w»m?r.tnm Reaction1’, a 13.'-psfe pa~phlet published ‘n 1932 at.Shanghai, lists | 
• ’ ISAACS as Editor. The pamphlet consists .of reprints of articles which appeared in the "China 
■?' Forum" by "anonymous authors and Collaborators". The pamphlet denounces the Kuomintang and ■ h”,5-- 
r . CiUAKG Kai-Shek for alleged massacre of itr political opponents, chiefly Communists, in order h j 
h • .'."that the bourgeoisie-might continue to rule'and tho imperialists to draw their tribute from' 
b/ the capitalisttion of human misery". Chinese Communists arc seen as the hope of the futtre. r. i ..
■ISAACS co:!t?r.ucs to reside at 333 Central Park rest, KID, and is employed as free lar.ee Jounnsl ; ; -
C/'ist, as o' 12 Kay 53. DFB-27426. . . A

I ' bojsu i*—
- ISAACS ■ RliFI'^CSS? - '

sjiu.'e5wi liiheipai Police Files, Zes 130,Photo # 177.Filo Io-4-2-y5 1

f i DFB 1461,11 Hay 1950.Agnes Smcdlev file, 201-414 - i
’ .... ...’ .. . '. J • :

A DFB 7864, 28 Feb 1951. Enclosing info re Richard S0f.CE gathered from FBI intafviaw 4.’'.: 
with ISAACS-in Anril 1950. ' ’' ' -r- ........  ' '-------- -- ' ~ -------- - - -p-’- : 4^; ■;

• : ; DFB 11880, 11. Sept 51, 201-6556-1 Presently living in NYC- ; i’ ■
\ DFB-15017, 15 Jan. 52; 201-6556-4; no new info. Th

■ ’ DFB-1ZZ23, .20 Jine 1°51, -'i'l-nC.r-l> St'?'* member o' an Aid Comittee to the^Secy, . j
,j • of t-.e Fan Frci'’’c ’iYs ;es Trior. Secretariat (1’li’LF.h'S) in ShsnrhaitelanF ’ f

i with Ar-res .Ire-'c J. PPP'LL, '-tfrar SV0b, Frank'GLASS.
, 1:..., Shanghai Municipal Police Files, 2CS-1811, 16-4-2-37, 5 *eb 49. ’t-

h-T-' 3. 1Z Avgust r’r', ffl-'-V/A-l ' . ‘
DFB-14747, 8 Jan 1952, 2Cll^po_i re AFPXLVAf, Morris Louts

Zj4z4>* %A».t io»-iVU</G-U



; , .._@JAC03.F3T think that there ia a possibility, that tho JAC03, an unidentified 
young Amer journalist in Shanglsnt in 1931, 32 who was a tiembor of the SORGE network 
in China sight possibly be identical with ISAACS 4 ISAACS. imsclf has adviced that 
ho doc not believe that ho could have been the indiv to whoa SORGE rave tho coirotw 
JACOS. ( DF3 7864) 1 />;

• i ■ A

Oid<fi^ea*=s • Genital Joudt (Jbes<3
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ISAACS

The'July 30 1932 isjue.of the ?2f Times under a Slwnshai dqtelino of 29 July 1932, . 
f status that Harold It ISAACS, an .American citizen was warned by the US Consul General in 

Siiang^-i that t e US a^y withdraw its extra-Territorial rights a- d allow him to be tried 
in a .Chinese courti ISAACS then the editor of the " China; Foran," had violently attacked . : 
Chinny. Ejitaj Shen, calling ilia, among other things, ” a butcher.” The article further 

' stated. that ISAACS was an associate of Agnes aULEY,a ^correspondent for American news- - 
’ papars( pEB 1461)

Preceded the GhANICHES, as editor ofThe Voice of China". Wrote an article "I Break 
With Stalinism".-which gave a-candid elucidation of the Coan, financial backing of the

"Voice of China". DCE-43S5, 7 Feb.. 52 . . ___
/ One Harold Robert ISAACS was bom 13 Sept 1916 ; 5’9" tall, med build, br eyes &

I- blech wavy hair brushed back. JBorh in hl'C, A-e citi-sen. Editor & publisher of the ’
China ronun. *as secy of L'OULaJS Defense Oo.~dtt.ee t member of Society of Freinds of USS1 

-Arrived in China from Manila on 10 Dec 30 & joined editorial staff of Shanghai Evening '
Post and Mercury. On 12 June 31,; took trip on Yangtsco with C.F.GLASS, susp Sov agent &
wrote his fiancee he decided to turn ?Red" as a result of tailing with,GLASS. The 2 ’
returned in Aug t took up residence at »12S Ueihaivei Hoad. Started printing Fbrur’later 
Manager of Level Printing C;, Inc. in LT State & owned of its shares. Esoloyed' with ' 
Havas Hews.Agency. ISAACS married Miss V£pla !KBI4’SOH Sept 32. Lived in Apt 204, Embank
ment Bldg., Shanghai. In 3 Jan 34 Subj visited NOULEL’S> who were on hunrer strike in 
prison. Subj's parents arrived in Shanghai 14 Jan 34 A- ieft 20 Feb for Marseilles. Svb' 

art in !Jou Militant, organ of .TY Districts Worker's Party attacking STALI;’. *”
ISAACS was also lecturing on Japan, China, and ’JSS3 A War Crisis tn Far East. ' <
(ZC3-1F11, 16-4-2-37, 5 Feb 59; Shanghai Municipal Fol Files.) fr p f ?; !
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Accoid’np to APFnLlXi, SvbVir . ant: or of "The 
APP3.'*A’.' set Subj t? ru Alexander iTCr’X'; Subj va 

Iter was to becorc editoriap<va:

'rnire^.y o*' the Chinese i evolutlon'' 
the first cf.ltor o-' the CCP paper

and i 
of vhlcH
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The book "hew Cycle In Asia" by ISAACS, pub in 1947 by the Institute of Pacific, delations as a 
collection of the official texts of various treaties and agreements among South Asian and West
ern powers durlng._ the per lid. of Tin ligand later. ISAACS supplies a brief editorial introductiox 
to these ttexta which is apparently.non-politlcal in nature. His article “kKorea and Aaerican 
World Policy® appears, in the August 7^ 1950 issue of the "New Republic®. The article advocates 
withdrawal of US su-port fron French colonial forces in Indochina and recognition of Red China 
in hope of driving a wedge between Russia end Chinese Consrunists. DFB 25069, 12 March 1953, 
201-18446-3.



‘€$61 ZX ‘WO$Z Hid ‘msTunuMOa osoupqo pus sysany uooaqoq 03p0a B Sutaj^^VSt 

OUTMO POH jo uoHTu3oaw pus ourqaoPur ur soxroj IBIuoXoo ooxj 14od ns sn Jo TBa9 * * 
. oonaooApa axo^ oqj •aunqnd<»M *>N„ oqi jo onosT 0<6X <4 ,sn5,)y oqT 840^ LfaJioj ptJom 

uoax^oy pus 8a40jp(0. oiouja olK •o.mtoa iff xw.HHod-uou Xxquadoddo st qOwa S£J .iu- o? 
oonOTpo^u-f xbx^TP® J»l?q 0 saxxddns S3yySr -43qaT pun lr jo pxxuad otft 3uT4np B4o,od tub

pus noisy qqnos 3uouio squoujaoAla pun s^naTj sno;jOA jo a^xo-j laxoptto aui jo uotaao.-oa 
a co suonoxov OTJTOty jo apHWx cup Xq qnd ‘sows! Xq Bo;By ur eraXo aa«„ xooq otn

I ft t It T— ... . „ — . —     . I
jo .todad a03 jo Mfto q on fqnr

puw- „uonaiOAa;; asauvil u il jo. oqj., jo

’.Tcvxpa o q-; cun .raq [ ;;V,.li -'V
■J.m jopucxov/ rut ft fq:tg qam
is -4 fq«S ‘.'i'.'Z'LirHV oq 3u;proaay

■ € ' t ) . "tl/lC ‘
• »r^, j j -l/* U »• U x- w’/. - t ..«-•%/ 1 .. | \ v ~ . v w \ J t j.xj'J । A । y -J ’j * 'f\ L «i‘ I *' '

'u r •’ f *•-“ -‘-*0 t.L< J S_:. 7^. \\.!. 7 1‘ I L<\' f. V j U ^u» U-; ’, v pOVjA, U .; ‘
SC.; f q. x* ■ * 4U , -i‘ ‘ ii i i . i r’ J: i tT*' S. ” - . J .. ;.. . U J U' ps C j - tu , *■ U. r - ., U JC. t ( U j ;;

qy; ;(i uc; . d. _s;; ,...-. „c .s.c ....- c.; ■.,...jV Io. ;

TSAACS, HAROLD
FE-1 Amatuta

26 June 1951 - Maao dated 25 June to FT/CS requesting informational namechook on apbjj 
for the purpose of determining tho validity of charges that Subj. is sympathetic 
to and/orjwmjected with Camnunist activities. See file for rest of memo,
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to tnese texts which is apparently nan-political in nature. His article "Jdtorea and Anerican l 
Borld Policy” appears in the August 7, 1950 issue of the "New Republic". The article advocates ': 
withdrawal .of ts su;port from French colonial forces in Indochina and recognition of Red China :

. in hope of driving a wedge between Russia end Chinese Cor«unista, DIB 25069, 12 March 1953, 
201-18446-3,
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