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1. Attached is Annex A of the Top Secret study 

entitled, The Examination of the Bona Fides of a k'GB 

Defector - Yuriy I. NOSENKO dated February 1968 (copy 10). 

Copy 10 of this study had been forwarded to you earlier 

for your review.

2. Certain portions of Annex A of this study are 

deleted since it contains information which bears on the 

security of ongoing, viable CIA operations, or is related 

thereto.

3. We request return of the study (copy 10) and Annex A 

when your review has been completed.
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Annex A

Statements of Soviet Officials About. NOSENKO

4 February 1964

NOSENKO defected in Geneva.

6 February 1964

■ The Chief of the Soviet Disarmament Delegation notified 
the Soviet Ambassador in Bern shortly before noon that 
NOSENKO had disappeared, correctly placing the date as 
4 February. They speculated privately between themselves 
that he might have been ''poisoned" or injured in an auto
mobile accident. '

8 February 1964

An official spokesman of the Soviet Mission in Geneva 
reported to the Swiss police that NOSENKO, an "expert 
temporarily assigned to Geneva", had been missing for four 
days.

2 February 1964

Evening news broadcasts in Geneva carried reports 
attributed to both Soviet and Swiss sources that NOSENKO
had disappeared.

10 February 1964

The Swiss press quoted 
as saying it was presumed

unidentified Soviet sources 
that NOSENKO had defected.
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10 February

Comaent:
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1964 (continued)

0!£3SS£S». ■ : The photograph accompanying American 
and Swiss press accounts of NOSENKO’s defection 
was by error not that of NO SENKO but’ 'of 

sensitive scurce-^iadiBi r SHUSTOV, asd NOSENKO both
identified as a "clean" Soviet diplomat at the 
Geneva Disarmament Conference.

4

Noting the publicity accompanying the defection of KGB 
officer NOSENKO in Switzerland, GOLITSYN recalled that 
NOSENKO had been a Second Chief Directorate officer working 
against American citizens.

Comment: Routinely, GOLITSYN had reviewed In March 1962 
(before NOSENKO contacted CIA) a list of 
Soviet delegates to the Disarmament Conference 
NOSENKO’s .name,, which was on the list, did not 
at that time prompt any comment from GOLITSYN.

11 February 1964

Ambassador 'DOBRYNIN Informally notified the Department 
of State that a Soviet note would be delivered later to ask 
how NOSENKO had left Switzerland-, to request hla release, 
and to demand an Immediate interview with him.

12 February 1964

S.K. TSARAPKIN, the head of the Soviet Delegation to the 
Disarmament Conference, read a statement at a press conference 
in which he strongly condemned the Swiss authorities for 
permitting NOSENKO’s "kidnapping" and for hindering efforts 
to locate him. TSARAPKIN demanded that immediate steps be 
taken to return NOSENKO to Soviet custody..
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14 February 1964 (continued)

"gross provocation by Ace r 1 <: an Intelligence orsens".
GkOMiF.O repeated the der.ar.d for NOSF.NKO's ixsediate release 

! fro? American custody-

Ine Counselor of the Swiss Embassy interviewed NOSENKO at 
the Washington offices of the U.S. Immigration and Naturali
zation Service. The Soviet confrontation immediately after
wards was handled by Minister Counselor G.M. KORNIENKO, and 
Third Sec reraiy■ V.F. ISAKOV, a recent arrival 1n■Wash ington. 
NOSENKO told both the s..iss and the Soviets that he had 
defected of his own free will after careful consideration

. and that he had no desire to return to the Soviet Union. In 
response to KORN I ENKO's questions, he specifically renounced 
his status and rights as a Soviet citizen.

18 February 1964

Feliks KOVALEV, a Soviet diplomat in Buenos Aires, told 
a CIA agent that he had attended the Institute of Inter* 

i national Relations with NOSENKO. According to KOVALEV,
NOSENKO had twice married, had a good family background, 
was the son of a Minister In the Government, was notorious 
for his "adventurous" nature, and "famous for his character".
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According to a sensitive source,

nose:.KO had been In the Second Chief Directorate 
for about 14 years and was acquainted with almost all of the 
employees of this directorate. He was aware of the structure 
of the KGB and Intis many personnel of the First Chief

NOSENKO, as. Deputy to the Chief 
of the Seventh Department, had in his possession a telephone 
directory which listed the names of sone.10,000 KGB employees 
in Moscow. Only Chiefs and Deputy Chiefs of Departments.had.
these phone books ^expressed the
opinion that "NOSENKO is much more valuable to the FBI and 
CIA than was Oleg PENKOVSKIY because of the fact that he 
knows so much about the methods of work of the First and 
Second Directorates of the KGS and is familiar with so many 
individuals In the KGB both in Moscow and abroad. a KGB officer

said that PENKOVSKIY was able to furnish American and
British Intelligence with a lot of information concerning ■ 
defense secrets of the Soviet Union, but NOSENKO is much 
more knowledgeable la intelligence and counterintelligence 
operations of the KGB."

Comment: NOSENKO has never commented on the KGB 
telephone book referred
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27 March 1964
According to a sensitive source

4

>

■ * ’

§
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There seems to be unanimous opinion among
chiefs that NOSENKO...couId 
mendous amount of harm. NOSENKO in his 
puty thief in one of the departments of 
Directorate would have been entitled to

KGB
do the KGB a tre- 
position as a dc- 
the Second Chief 
have one personnel

directory of approximately 30 pages setting for the iden
tities’ of all cf the supervisory officials in KGB Head
quarters. NCSENKu would also have had a 100-page directory 
listing by name and telephone number all the rank-and-file
employees wo g in Moscow. The opinion was expressed by

chiefs"
were merely able Lo make these two directories available 
to American Intelligence, the KGB would be severely damaged 
for the present and for several years to come.

Comment: NOSENKO has never referred to the KGB direc
tories described.

31 March 1964

KGB officers 1.1. PETUKHOV nad P.P..BORISOV in Canada 
told their agent George Herman SPRECHER to cease all intel
ligence activity for a year, to destroy any Incriminating 
materials In his possession as well as to supply the Soviets 
with passport photographs so that "escape" documents could 
be prepared for himself and his family. SPRECHER asked
whether the action had any connection with NOSENKO's 
ly publicized defection, but the KGB officers denied 
asserting KOSENKO "was just a secretary".

recent-
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- Apr! 1 -Kay 1 9 6 ■»

KGB officer G.N. VLASOV, case officer of Robert Lee 
JOHNSON In Paris, began to meet JOHNSON on the street rather 
than in various restaurants as had bean their habit. At one 
of their final meeting's before JOHNSON returned to’ the United 
States, VLASOV told JOHNSON that a Soviet Intelligence officer 
had defected to the Americana in Geneva, and tnat extreme 
caution must therefore be exercised la JOHNSON’S contacts 
with the KGB. VLASOV said that the defector■could not identify 
JOHNSON but that JOHNSON should dispose of everything he had 
which night link I; 1m to Soviet espionage activities. (See 
p 24fur a summary of the JOHNSON case.)

@83
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May 1964: According to a sensitive source
1 (from unidentified sources, presumably from KGB

officers ) : Two commissions have
been, established by the C?SV for the purposes: (a) to

^determine why KGB employees auch as DERYABIN, GOLITSYN,’
■ V and NOSENKO defected while serving abroad, and (b) to attempt-

eliminate the "weak" employees and improve the efficiency 
the KGB.
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is that 
ef fects 
NOSENKO

(Annex A)

Professor John 
Embassy in Moscow 
he was acquainted

Top Secret

20 Mav
According to a sensitive source from a KGB officer

J The KGB waa lucky that the Americans found only 
40 ulcrcphonns in the U.S. Embassy in Moseev. Actually, 
ahf'ut 2G0 microphones were concealed by the Soviets In the 
Embassy. ‘.OSENKO was respcns lb Is for furnishing Information 
to the Americans which resulted in the microphones being 
found. .‘.OS EK KG knew only the general location of the 40 
microphones which were found and dees not have any knowledge 
of the r tB?.iulng ones .

H. THOMPSON reported at the American 
that an unnamed Soviet official with whom 
told hin that NOSENKO via a profligate

with two wives and many debts and is considered in Koecow
to be someone they are well rid

22 June 1964 
According to a sensitive source

(iron various unnamed r t S0Q6 r* Ine consensus among^KGB

o

I
(

employees
in the future' the KGB will be feeling sharply the 
of NOSENKO’s escape to American Intelligence.
is considered to be vastly more important than either 

GOLITSYN or DERYABIN. This opinion appears to be based on
several factors: First, NOSENKO worked against personnel 
stationed at the American Embassy in Moscow and" with his help
egents were developed among these Americans, 
assumed by KGB personnel that because of his

Second, it is 
closeness to
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the American Embassy In the past, NOSENKO would also be 
familiar with the number of microphones which had been 
Installed In the Embassy by the KGB and the locations of 
these microphones. Third, as a Deputy Chief of a depart
ment, NOSENFO would normally have had access to a telephone 
directory listing all personnel in all directorates of the 
KGB In Moscow. Another factor, which is a formidable one 
in the minds of other KCB employees, la that NOSENKO 
tr-.'.velled in a ratiier influential circle of friends in 
Moscow who were high in the Soviet Government. All these 
comments were cited ai reasons for KOSENKO being an 
"important catch" for American Intelligence, but no one in 
the KGB really knows exactly how much information KOSENKO 
had concerning the KGB.

29 June 1964

. * GOLITSYN (from personal acquaintance): NOSENKO, the son 
of the former Minister of Shipbuilding, was a KGB officer 
who had worked in the American Department and the Seventh 
Department of the Second Chief Directorate. GOLITSYN, while 
on his own First Chief Directorate business, met NOSENKO two ; 
or three times in the American Embassy Section in 1953, 
and had seen him occasionally at work during 1958 and 1959. 
When GOLITSYN asked him where he was working in 1959, NOSENKO 
replied that he was assigned to the Seventh Department.- 
NOSENKO served in the American Embassy Section from 1953 
until 1957 or 1958, and was specifically responsible for 
KGB coverage of American military personnel in Moscow during 
1953. For the. remainder.of his service in the Embassy Section 
until 1957 or 1958, NOSENKO may have had the same responsi- - 
billties or may have been working against other Embassy 
personnel or correspondents, but he was definitely in the 
American Department during the entire period. In 1957 or 
1958 NOSENKO was transferred to the Seventh^Department, and 
was a senior case officer there as of 1959. NOSENKO did not 
work in the American Department of the Second Chief Directorate 
American Department at any time during.1960; GOLITSYN visited 
the Embassy Section on at least, three occasions from'early 
1960 to early 1961, and would have known if NOSENKO had been 
In the Section, particularly if KOSENKO had been Deputy Chief. 
C.I. GRYAZNOV was acting as assistant of the Chief of the 
Section during this period. <; /
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29 June 1 96(coni i n u e d )

Comment

According to

■’3 '

NOSENKO claims he left the Embassy Section in 
•1955 and was assigned to the Seventh Department 
until I960, when he returned to the Embassy 
Section as Deputy Chief. NOSENKO did not 
identify COLITSYN's photograph and had denied 
since defection that he has ever net craven 
seen him. . ' ’

a sensitive source

aatgsaaaacemsaayuamEama^ "Just after" KOSENKO'a
defection 7.S. MEDVEDEV from the Exits Commission of the 
CPSU Central Committee travelled to Geneva to speak to the 
Soviets stationed there and to Soviet delegates to the Dlsarm- 

' asent Conference. MEDVEDEV underscored the seriousness of .
the defection and urged greater vigilance against such acts. 
The defection caused the recall of Nina Ivanovna VEREMEYEVA, 
a KGB secretary in Geneva. It was rumored that' some.sixty 
Soviet officials stationed abroad would be transferred from 
their assignment as a consequence of the KOSENKO’ affair.
V.A. POCHANKIN, a KGB officer with the permanent Soviet 
Mission In Geneva, speculated that he had been completely 
exposed by NOSENKO and would therefore have to return to 
Moscow. Yu. I . GUK who was knowr^jgggggg^ggjjgk to^2§EiEEE8S231^our 
had been discharged from the KGb' because he had- recommended 
NOSENKO's travel to Geneva. -According to one rumor, the 
chief of the Department In which’NOSENKO had been employed, 
would also lose his job. .1 • ' . ' '

by .a sensitive source

Comment: MEDVEDEV, a KGB officer formerly/statloned in 
........... , New York City, was said by.^SSSEi^ to be' one • . . 

of those from the CPSU Central Committee who , ■ .
. conducted interviews with KGB personnel''going

abroad. identified MEDVEDEV, v
Another sensitive source - • ' • : '•
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June 1964 (continued)

Corouen t; (Continued).
a Counselor of the Soviet Mission at the 

United Nations, as the Communist Party organiser 
and possibly a member of the KGB, but said that 
MEDVEDEV's role is not important and that ho 
worked mainly with tha Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

POCUANKIN, who NOSENKO had identified as e ’ 
KG'd officer, was still in Geneva in December 1966.

29 July 1964
According to a sensitive source

: An invea t iga11 ng commission of the 
CPSU Central Committee checking into the circumstances 
surrounding NOSINKO's defection has thus far been responsible 
for the expulsion from the KGB of 15 Second Chief Directorate 
employees. These Include GRIBANOV, who was also expelled 
from the CPSU and was .‘.tripped of his rank of lieutenant 

■gener.el. GRIBANOV has been: given a very- small pension, like 
an ordinary Soviet citizen. This drastic action was taken 
since the primary responsibility for the defection was placed 
on GRIBANOV. It was realized that, in addition to being Chief 
of the Second Chief Directorate at the time of the defection, 
GRIBANOV was a personal friend of NOSENKO and had more or ■ 
less treated NOSENKO as a protege and had taken many steps 
to further NOSEUKO's career within the KGB. It was felt 
that GRIBANOV should have been aware of NOSENKO's plans to 
defect. Three of GRIBANOV's deputies were also expelled 
from the KGB, one of whom was a Major General BANNIK 
[BANNIKOV]. Of the 11 other Second Chief Directorate employees 
expelled, some were found to have been personal friends of' 
NOSENKO and some of them were found to have -confided to NOSENKO 
details of operations in which they were working. S.M. GOLUBEV, 
a KGB officer stationed in Washington, would be leaving for 
Moscow because the investigating commission had determined 
that Yu. I. GUK, a mutual friend of NOSENKO and GOLUBEV told 
NOSENKO that GOLUBEV had been assigned to the Washington Legal 
Residency. GOLUBEV had himself worked with NOSENKO in KGB
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December 1964 (continued)

as to send someone to the United States to locate and kill

Comme n t: NOSENKO identified RESHETNYAK as a Ukrainian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs officer on the 
staff of the Disarmament Delegation.

later identified RESHETNYAK as a KGB
ource . ' . '

KOSENKO, 
officer.)

According to a sensitive source 
( from conversations with unrecalled KGE officers 

: It is common knowledge among 
hub employees that GRIBANOV was expelled from the KGB and 
CPSU and is now on pension, partial rather than full, as a 
result of the NO^ESKO defection. When NOSENKO was being 
considered for assignment to Geneva (in 1964), a Summary 
statement of his activities was prepared, in the Second Chief 
Directorate and sent to GRIBANOV. Thie summary contained 
considerable . "compromls ing informa-tlon”, concerning NOSENKO; 
if acted upon properly, it would have removed him from 
consideration for this trip. GRIBANOV read Ihe summary ■ • 
material, ran a line through all of it, and. added the nota
tion: "Send him to Geneva.” The general feeling is that 
GRIBANOV was willing to. overlook a lot of NOSENKO's •
deficiencies because of GRlBANQV'a long-time friendship 
with NOSENKO's father. . • ■ .

.1

i Comment: KOSENKO originally asserted that GRIBANOV 
was responsible for sending him to Geneva in .
1964, but after retracting' his claim that . '
GRIBANOV had played any';special role in hie -

........ assignments ha asserted that BANNIKOV, approved .
the 1964 trip. NOSENKO denies that hie father

' and GRIBANOV were acquainted. ■ J .
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8 February 1965

Top Secret

GRIBANOV was reported in operational contact 
with a senior Western diplomat until late 
autumn 19€4 (almost a year after N 3SENKO1s 
defection', when he turned over that contact 
to another KGB officer.

9 February.1965
According to a sensitive source from a KGB officer

by NOS .<Nr 0 ' s d
S&OSisESBf) : The amount of damage caused 
or. is "unpredictable". NOSENKO knew

few employees of the First Chief Directorate working abroad.
but knew many such employees 
virtue cf seeing them In the 
fcr chiefs and deputy chiefs

serving in KGB Headquarters by 
dining room which is reserved 
of KGB departments.

;1

;3 
a

Si ■

a ■ 
msi

According 
4SSSXSST ( f

to a sensitive source 
on conversations '

■3

Major General BANNIKOV is currently
temporary Chief of the Second Chief Directorate, having 
replaced GRIBANOV who was expelled from the KGB because he 
supported NOSENKO in his career. GRIBANOV is working in a 
small city outside Moscow as the chief of security at an 
unimportant military plant and is now a "nothing".
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15 Jul.- 1965
According to a sensitive source from a KGB officer

attended the Moscow meeting described): A meeting 
of all rlrst Chief Directorate personnel at KGB Headquarters 
was held on 15 July 1965. The meeting was devoted to ':he 
circumstances of the expulsion of the Chief of the Second 
(British) Department of the First Chief Directorate, Ye. A.
TARABRIN, about three and. a half months earlier. I.A. BELOV 

® and other officers also attended the meeting. According to
3 official statements made at th" meeting, after the defection

of NOS ESKO the KGB conducted an extensive investigation to 
« determine which employees knew his and the nature of their
g relationship. During this TARABRIN was questioned; he said

he knew NOSENKO, but only casually and only because of limited 
contacts within the KGB. The inve8tigation determined, how- 

b| ever, that rAXABRIh attended several parties at which NOSENKO
S was present. Girls invited by NOSEaKO were also there.

a sen- described one such party. Thereafter, TARABRIN was
gsitive afforded a hearing and was accessed of willfully concealing 
gsource vital information. As a result he was expelled from the KGB 

and the C?SU and was deprived of all pension rights.

NOSENKO had most recently asserted that he net 
GRIBANOV socially only three times during his 
KGB service, and on each occasion TARABRIN was 
present. NOSENKO said he twice provided girls 
for GRIBANOV and TARABRIN, once in October or 
November 1963 in circumstances similar to those 
referred to. NOSENKO said that TARABRIN was 
Chief of the British Department from 1958 to 
1963, when he became Deputy Chief of "Service 
No. 2", the reorganized Counter intelligence 
Department of the First Chief Directorate.

Conaen t:

TS No. 197124
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XO.lHNr.O has claimed that he- reJ ec ted an offer 
to attend the Military Diplomatic Ac adem.

like FaTled the GRU -Source
Military A/adeay), by choice accepting assign
ment .r.W the Far East on entry to the GRU in 
1951, At,,.ti’- tlBie> the Military Diplomatic

' Acadeay was a four-year course; if KOSENKO 
did attend,, the school, he could not h, e. v e  
stive ! nniOhe claimed in, the GRU. Is Source
the s o 1 e iource (besides NOSENKO) who alleged 
•JOSENKO. served in the GRU.
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Oc t obe r (continued) [

life in Moscow since NOSENKO's defection. A short background 
statement KOKOLEV provided ? ar 11 Ma t ch editors stated: ,1
"NOSF.NKO, about 3G-38, an officer of the Soviet Secret Police 
organization, defected to the USA without his family about ’ 
two years k<» and as Led for political asylum in the U.S.: 
it was granted to him. This was the nest serious defeat of 1 
the Soviet luu'iirii;- organs as NOSENKO occupied important 
positions in rspiosage and counterespionage departments and 
also was cluu^ly acquainted with the country's leading 
families .'nd bones. - NOSENKO's 'family consists of a wife, j 
35, two daughiurs, 10 and 12, a mother and a younger brother. 
The family la not prosecuted (sic) but feel very badly about I 
the incident (the defection]. Very soon the wife will apply 
to the International Lawyers Organization for a divorce and 
compensation. It is possible that this case will be given 
such publicity. pis wife has not heard from him since he 
defected, but it is obvious that he is still in the USA." 
KOROLEV displayed a photo spread showing NOSENKO’s wife and 
family going about their daily affairs in Moscow, and 
indicated that additional photographs of NOSENKO’s family i 
could be obtained and that interviews with them and with 
others knowing NOSENKO could be arranged for a Paris Match ; 
correspondent . i

i

Comment: A divorce from a defector from the Soviet Union, 
who i? legally considered to be an enemy of the^ 
state, is granted automatically upon the wife's; 
request.

28 January 1 o<> 7
AccorcKng to a sensitive source ,

(from personal knowledge): Referring to his own 
knowledge o f KGB organization , said if NOSENKO heard
his explanation, he would call(tf^;^A® a child, since NOSENKO 
knew these matters better t hany^^^Sda^A because he had' served 
at KGB Headquarters longer. 

source
■ ' ■ / • ■ ■ J .
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February 1967
According to a sensitive source

(from unidentified GRU sources in Moscow): 
NOSENKO worked only in kU Infotnation Departncnt of the GRU 
arid only for about five or six months, after which he went 
to the KCR.

May 1967
According to a sensitive source

The KCB assumes that NOSENKO divulged the ■whole
system of surveillance of Americans. Ue worked on it knew
all about it end exposed the whole system of work. He knew
all the posts (few words unclear) he knew all
the surveillance groups and knew surveillance by sight 

According to a sensitive source _____
MH

N 0 S E K 6 worked
: When 

in the GRU 1n for mat 1on Department he worked
only Ih"" the Center (Headquarter j) in Moscow, 
there, and received bad efficiency reports,

He worked badly
as a result of

which he had arguments. Then with his father's help he went 
to the KGB.

5 June 1967-
' According to a sensitive source

There had been some
■'KGB suspicions of Pavel Fedorovich SHAKHOV while he was in 

. Geneva, because he had allegedly had many American contacts
which he had no
.investigate 

SHAKHOV.
him

reported, and NOSENKO was sent- to Geneva' to 
Rezidont KULEBYAKIN is Still suspicious of

• * # ■

4

Comment;

$

3
9

£

1

NOSENKO claims he was sent to Geneva in 1962 
to investigate SHAKHOV.
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